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LOG-CABIN TO WHITE HOUSE.

fﬁ

bdng them into subjection. How do you feel about it

-y 2 g
~ w1 would prefer to teach where the scholars are not ac-

wmted with me,” replied James.
e’f 24 % That might make a difference with some teachers,
- James; but the boys have nothing against you. Perhaps
.[hey will behave better because the) know you S0 well,
; I think they respect you, and that will be a great help.”
“Then you think 1 had better teach the school ?” re-
“ marked James, understanding the drift of his uncle’s remarks
~ to mean that,

“On the whole, I am inclined to think you had better teach
W tha school.”
..waI had an opportunity to teach a better school, you
ﬁi’ ~ would not advise me to take the one at the Ledge: I under-
- stand you to mean this.”
- ““About that,” his uncle answered. Pausing a few moments,
1 ﬂ if to reflect upon the matter, he continued :
M0t s just here James; you will begin that school as
_,_'-'-‘ﬁ;-fgw; & jm Garfield;’ now, if youn can leave it, at the close of the
-~ term, as Mr. Garﬁeld your reputation as a teacher will be
S Mabhqhed and you wﬂl do more good than you can in any
~ other sc hool.in Ohio.”
- Uncle Amos was a very wise man, and James knew it. His

- opinion upon all subjects was a kind of rule to be followed
:? the Garfield family. In this case his counsel was wise as
- possible ; its wisdom appeared in ever y word.

"“1 shall take the school,” said James, demdedly, as he
~ rose to go.

“‘“ I think it will prove the best decision,” added his

s 1he _cammlttee-man was notified according to agreement,
'5 - within two days it was noised over the dlStI‘ICt that
¢=“ Garﬁeld " would teach the winter school. At first.
) o - femarks were freely bandied about, pro and con., and the
d glrls too, expressed themselveq very deculedl y upon
. the subject, one way or the other., Before school commenced,
- Mowever, hﬁ general ‘opinion of the district, parents and
~ pupils, was about s one of the large boys expressed it :
e like jim: h J{ I goud felle , and he knows more'n
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all the teachers we ever had. 1 guess we better mind, He |
can lick us easy 'nuf if we don’t; and he'll do it.” HE,
I'his hopeful schoolboy understood that the committeeman
had instructed James to keep order and command obedience,
““if he had to lick every scholar in school a dozen times
over,” o
[t was now under these circumstances that James entered
upon his new vocation. He dreaded the undertaking far
more than he confessed; and when he left home, on the
morning his school began, he remarked to his mother:
** Perhaps I shall be back before noon, through with school-
keeping,” signifying that the boys might run over him in the
outset. R
‘“] expect that you will succeed, and be the most
popular teacher in town,” was his mother's encouraging
reply. She saw that James needed some bracing up in the
trying circumstances. s
James had determined in his own mind to run the school
without resorting to the use of rod or ferrule, if possible.
He meant that his government should be firm, but kind and
considerate. He was wise enough to open his labour on
the first morning without laying down a string of rigid rules.
He simply assured the pupils he was there to aid themin
their studies, that they might make rapid progress; that all
of them were old enough to appreciate the purpose and
advantages of the school, and he should expect their cordial
co-operation. He should do the best that he could to have
" an excellent school, and if the scholars would do the same,
both teacher and pupils would have a good time, and the best
school in town. : .
Many older heads than he have displayed less wisdom in
taking charge of a difficult school. His method appegred to
be exactly adapted to the cir¢umstances under which he
assumed charge. He was on good terms with the larger
boys before, but now those harmonious relations were con-
firmed. T
We must use space only to sum up the work of the
winter. The bad boys voluntarily yielded to the teachers
authority, and behaved creditably to themselves and satis-
factorily to their teacher. There was no attempt to overs
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_ ride the government of the school, and former rowdyism, that

% ~ had been the bane of the school, disappeared. The pupils
~ bent their energies to study, as if for the first time they
~ understood what going to school meant. James interested

wthe larger scholars in spelling-matches, in which all found

P

~ much enjoyment as well as profit. He joined in the games
~ and sports of the boys at noon, his presence proving a
~ restraint upon the disposition of some to be vulgar and
- profane. He was perfectly familiar with his scholars, and yet
- he was so correct and dignified in his ways that the wildest
- boy could but respect him.

- James “ boarded around,” as was the universal custom;
~ and this brought him into every family in the course of the
~ winter. Here he enjoyed an additional opportunity to influ-
~ ence his pupils. He took special pains to aid them in their
~ studies, and to make the evenings entertaining to the mem-
~  bers of the families. He read aloud to them, rehearsed
- history, told stories, availing himself of his quite extensive
- reading to furnish material. In this way he gained a firm hold
TR both of their parents and their children.

~ His Sabbaths were spent at home with his mother during
- the winter. The Disciples’ meeting had become a fixed
. institution, so that he attended divine worship every Sabbath.,
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;ﬂ,A preacher was officiating at the time in whom James.
Ebecame particularly interested. He was a very earnest
e ‘preacher, a devout Christian, and a man of strong native

s

..,. ;_a;bilit_ies. He possessed a tact for “ putting things,” as men
%;;“call it, and made his points sharply and forcibly. He was

put suited to _interest a youth like James, and his preaching
Hmade a deep impression upon him. From week to week that
~ impression deepened, until he resolved to become a Christian
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- atonce; and he did. Before the close of his school he gave

3 1'&?:

. Bood evidence th;at he had become a true child of God. And
his mother s cup of joy was overflowing, She saw
tinctly the way in which God had led him, and her gratitude

" T o : : )
;_?_?_I_rw:nnbonnded. James saw, too, how it was that his mother's
. prophecy was fulfilled ; “ Providence has something better 1n
~ store for you.”
R D 1.-**4:1’:11(:}“l of parents and pupils at the close of the
‘\Vu THE BEST TEACHER WE REVER HAD.,” So
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James parted with his scholars, sharing their confidence and
school as MR. GARFIELD.

but to board with Mr. Woodworth, the carpenter, according
to previous arrangement. Mr. Woodworth boarded him for
one dollar six cents per week, including his washing, and

James, as well as for the carpenter. His chief labour in the
shop was planing boards. On the first Saturday after his
return he planed fifty-one boards, at two cents apiece ; thus
earning on that day one dollar and two cents, nearly enough

to pay a week’s board.
We shall pass over the details of his schooling that year, to

he was paid sixteen dollars a month and board. It was a
Jarger and more advanced school than the one of the previous
winter, in a pleasanter neighbourhood, and a more convenient
school-house. We shall stop to relate but two incidents con-
nected with his winter's work, except Lo say that his success
was complete.

One of the more advanced scholars wanted to study
geometry, and James had given no attention to 1it. He did
not wish to let the scholar know that he had never studied
it, for he knew full well that he could keep in advance of
his pupil, and teach him as he desired. So he purchased a
text-book, studied geometry at night, sometimes extending
his studies far into the night, and carried his pupil through,
without the latter dreaming that his teacher was not an
expert in the science. James considered this a clear gain;
for he would not have mastered geometry that winter but for
this necessity laid upon him. It left him more time in school
for other studies.

This fact is a good illustration of what James said after he
had entered on public life, viz.: *‘A young man should be
equal to more than the task before him; he should possess

reserved power.” He had not pursued geometry, but he was

®  equal to it in the emergency. His reserved force carried him
- trniumphantly over a hard place.

One day he fell when engaged in outdoor sports with his

5 KEEPING SCHOOL, e

esteem : and his uncle Amos was satisfied, because he left the

He returned to Geauga Seminary, not to board himself,

took his pay in labour. 1t was an excellent opportunity for

his schoolkeeping at Warrensville the following winter, where
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“big boys, the result of which was a large rent in his pantaloons,
They were well worn, and so thin that it did not require much
of a pressure to push one of his knees through them., He

inned up the rent as well as he could, and went to his

anrding place, after school, with a countenance looking
almost as forlorn as his trousers. He was boarding with a
Mrs. Stiles at the time, a motherly kind of a woman, possessing
considerable sharpness of intellect.

‘““* See what a plight I am 1n, Mrs. Stiles,” showing the rent
in his pants,

“I see; how did you do that?” said Mrs. Stiles.

‘““ Blundering about, as usual,” James replied. I hardly
know what I shall do.”

“What! so scared at a rent,” the good lady exclaimed :
‘“ that’s nothing.” .

“It 1s a good deal, when it is all the pantaloons a fellow
has,” answered James. “That is all the suit I possess in the
world, poor as it is.”

“It's good enough, and there's enough of it as long as it
lasts,” replied the good woman ; ‘““make the best of things.”

“1 think I corld make the best of an extra SULEF P

- sponded Jame: ‘but this making the best of a single suit,
and a fimsy o, at that, is asking too much.” He said this
humorously.

“Well,” continued Mrs. Stiles, “I can darn that rent so

that it will be just as good as new, if not better. That's easy
enough done.”

“On me ?” asked James, in his innocence.

- “Mercy, no! When you go to bed one of the boys will 3
e -hring dm?n your trousers, and I'll mend them. Inthe m'orning
no one will know that you met with an accident. You musn'’t
~let such small matters trouble you. You'll forget all about |

:
- them when you become President.”
e ' 3

ok . James’s wardrobe was not much more elaborate at this time
; - than it was when he began attending school at Chester. e

‘had no overcoat nor underclothi ‘ - |
; ng, preferring to expose his
~ body to the cold rather than rob his mind of klfowledge.
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- _h_.At the close of his school in Warrensville James returned
i h?nﬂ:’ef where an unexpected chan ge 1n his programme awaited
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THIRD YEAR AT SCHOOL.
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JaMES spent three years at Geauga Seminary, including
school-keeping in winter. It was during his last term there . 5
that he met a young man who was a graduate of a New = =
England college. James had never thought of extending his
education so far as a college course. He scarcely thought it
was possible, in his extreme poverty, to do it.

«“Vou can do it,” said the graduate. * Several students
did it when I was in college. I did it, in part, myself.”

““« How could I do it ?” inquired James.

“In the first place,” answered the graduate, *‘there 1S
a fund in most of the New England colleges, perhaps in all S
of them, the income of which goes to aid indigent students. -
It is small, to be sure, but then every little helps when one
is in a tight place. Then there 1s a great call for school- :
teachers in the winter, and collége students are sought i
after.”

« How much is the annual expense, to an economical
student 7 ”

“Tt varies somewhat in different colleges, though two
hundred dollars a year, not including apparel, could be made
to cover the running yearly expenses, Ithink. A young man
would be obliged to be very saving in order to do 180

«1 am used to that,” added James. * They say that
‘necessity is the mother of invention,” and [ have invented a
good many ways of living cheaply.” ;

1 have known students to obtain jobs of work in term
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time-—those who know how to do certan work,’ con- i
tinued the graduate. ‘I knew a student who took care of :
a man's garden two summers, for which he received liberal !

pay. 1 knew one who taught a gentleman’s son in the
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~ Ppiace an hour or so every day, for which he was paid well.
. the boy was in delicate health, not able to enter a school
- for hard study. T have known students to get jobs of the
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 faculty, about the college buildings. I knew one student
- who sawed wood for his fellow-students in the fall and
- winter terms, and he was one of the best scholars in his
He was very popular, too, and was honoured for his
~ perseverance 1n acquiring an education. I think that he
have paid half his bills by sawing wood.”

i }ames began to see further than he did. In his imagi-

2 ‘.r.' .I-" Jt"‘l’r bt i "

. nation he began to picture a college building at the end of
. WS career. It was further off than he had intended to go 1n
ot; study, but the way before him seemed to open up
- to it. What he supposed was impossible now appeared
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~ “What is the shortest time that it would require me to pre-

E:-‘-;":f ) ' e
: 'F}?d get through‘collqge ? ” James asked further. |
B = © fccessary time is four years in preparation, and
?fsarshm college,” the graduate answered. * Some
@ swadents shorten the preparatory course, and enter collece
~  one year in advance.” g
B _.ghauld 'lm’f! to lenglhen 1t in order to earn the money
S Rey My way, responded James. ‘I would be willing to

‘get through in twelve years, and pay

]
1
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idertake it, if [ could
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E m‘t can get through in less time than that I know
t-el_l_ you that students sometimes entér collecré
,_:;pney_-enqugh to carry them through the first tu?o
iR ;. thes they stay out a year and teach an academy or
_9911, _ft}r which they receive a sufficient remuneration
;‘3miihl‘qngh the remainder of the course. It is a
o ’tth‘mk, than to teach a district school each
S 't Gontanterfere 850 much with tho: studies of the
_- 1S easier for the student., Then I have
WA several students who borrowed the money of friends
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e hﬂ!s, reiymg upon teaching, after getting through

e bt dﬁ t. By waiting until their college
at a Lioplocd they obtained a more eligible situa-
tha.n would have been possible
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B “Well, I have no friends having money to loan,”
B rematked James. “I shall have to content myself with
- working my own way by earning all my money as I go
along ; and I am willing to do it. I had never thought it
* possible for me to go to college; but now I believe that I
g ghall try it.”
& “I hope you will,” answered the graduate, who had learned
& of James’s ability, and who had seen enough of him to form a
= high opinion of his talents. “ You will never regret the step,
1 am sure. You get something in a college education that
= you can never lose, and it will always be a passport into the
B best society.”
©  From that time James was fully decided to take a college
. course, or, at least, to try for it; and he immediately added
. Latin and Greek to his studies.
& During the last year of his connection with (seauga
. Seminary, James united with the Disciples’” Church in
£ Orange. He took the step after much reflection, and he
b took it for greater usefulness. At once he became an active,
. working Christian, in Chester. He spoke and prayed in
. meeting; he urged the subject of religion upon the attention
- of his companions, privately as well as publicly ; he seconded
. the religious efforts of the principal, and assisted him
= essentially in the conduct of religious meetings. In short, the
~ same earnest spirit pervaded his Christian life that had
. distinguished his secular career.
© In religious meetings his simple, earnest appeals, eloquently
& expressed, attracted universal attention. There was a
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- naturalness and fervour in his addresses that held an audience
- reémarkably. Many attended meetings to hear him speak, and
- for no other reason. His power as a public speaker began to

- Show itself unmistakably at that time. No doubt his youthtul

e

 dppearance lent a charm to his words.

ﬁ;“ He is a born preacher,” remarked Mr. Branch to
= one of the faculty, ‘““and he will make his mark in that
. profession.”

~ “One secret of his power 1s, that he is wholly unconscious
- Of it,” answered the member of the faculty addressed. * It
~S€ems to me he is the most eminent example of that I ever
knew. He appears to lose all thought of himself in the
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r mbject before him. He is not a bold young man at all; he i1s
modest as any student in the academy, and yet, in spcdkmg
_ he seems to be so absorbed in his theme that fear is banished.
L - He will make a power in the pulpit, if present-appearances
r{i - foreshadow the future.”

"’.. ~ “ ]t cannot be otherwise,” responded Mr. Branch, *‘if cause

_and effect follow each other. He developes very rapidly
~ indeed. I wish it were possible for him to have a college

“ educatlon.

: All seemed to take it for granted that James would be a

acher, although he had not signified to any one that he
-n.» ": mtended to be. He had given no thought to that particular
Eﬂbjt.’:t:t He was too much absorbed in his studies, too
“[ much in love with them, to settle that question. But his
ﬂaﬂ ~interest in religious things, and his ability as a speaker, alone
- led them to this conclusion. The same feeling existed
%’# among the pupils.
"‘*gfg “Jim will be a minister now,
panmns to Henry

“* Perhaps so,” was Henry’s only reply

“He will make a good one, sure,” chimed in a third.
HR ‘By the time he gets into the pulpit, he will astonish the ;
‘natives.” ‘,

bR

remarked one of his com-

aaa

:-;rr-

£ “' ~ “That will be ten years from now,” said the first

o * Not so long as that,” rejoined Henry. ‘Five or six years

}Gng enough.”

- “He won't wear trousers of Kentucky jean then,” added

f‘, second speaker 1N a jocose manner.

He won't care whether he does or not,” remarked
N« ry “He would wear Kentucky jean just as quick

%madcloth such things are wholly unimportant in his

i ‘"”I‘ mation.”

N *’?fz So ‘the matter of his becommg a preacher was discussed, all
"* ring to think that he was destined to become a pulpit
~ orator. Doubtless some thought it was the only profession

(P : V¢ d be quahﬁed to fill.

| ' the summer vacation of his last year at Geauga

' m nﬂctwn mth a sch oolmate, he sought work
- among t mers in the vic He found no difficulty
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.~ in securing jobs to suit his most sanguine cxpectations. An
. amusing incident occurred with one of the farmers to whom

- he applied for work.

~ ‘“What do you know about work ?” inquired the farmer,
= surveying them from head to foot, and seeming to question
- their fitness for his farm.
. “We bhave worked at farming,” answered James,
~  modestly.

i ¢ Can you mow?”
S Ves. sir.”
““Can you mow wel/l ?” emphasizing the last word.

~ “You can tell by trying us,” answered James, not wishing
~ to praise his own ability at labour. |
& “What wages do you want ?”
= “ Just what you think is right.”
© “Well, that is fair; where did you come from ?”

e

= James enlightened him on the subject, and informed him,

E '

* also, that they were trying to get an education.

. .
I.;...'.‘" oy

= ““You are plucky boys,” the farmer added; ‘“I think you
~ may go to work.”

" He conducted them to the hay-field, where they
& were provided with scythes, remarking to the three
men already mowing, ‘‘ Here are two boys who will help
= van Y

. you.

R

~  James exchanged glances with his companion, and the

i

e

- intiated might have discovered in their mutual smiles an

- inkling of what was coming. Their glances at each other

e

~ said, as plainly as words, ‘‘ Let us beat these fellows, though

L e }
vt
¥
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~ we are boys.” James thought that the farmer emphasized the
2

- word boys more than was justifiable.

.

: ‘“’b The boys had mowed an hour, the farmer being an

¥ T

. interested witness, when the latter cried out to the three
© “See here, you lubbers ; those oys are beatin’ you all holler.

k1l

~ Their swaths are wider, and they mow better than you do.

o R ’; :
- You ought to be ashamed of yourselves.”

. -

~ The men made no reply, but bent their energies to

~ work more resolutely. The boys, too, were silent, although

cakl W S
B R

they enjoyed the praise of their employer very much. They
- comprehended the situation fully, and their labours were

- s
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e -cd accordingly. One day, while at work with the men,
m of them said to James:

~ “Yer are school-boys, 1 understand.”

o “VYes, we are,” an swered James.

1 ~ “Where'd yer larn to farm it ?”

* At home, and all about. We've had to earn our living,”
m the reply nf James.

~ “Yer are no worse for that; it won’t damage your larnin’.’
1“3"‘1 expect not; I should say good-bye to the scythe if I
. thought so,” rephed James. “‘If there had been no work,
. there would have been no education for me.”

$ “What yer goin’ to make—a preacher g

! ':.‘_' I!
Wk rqt ﬁ'r

'_-_-r.f;-:-ﬁ“{ f! “That is an unsolved problem,” answered James, in a
y‘ﬁll way. ‘““1 have undertaken to make a man of
- myself first. If I succeed, I may make something else
- afterwards ; if I don’t succeed, I shall not be fit for much, any

o ”

{ﬁ;,__,‘_.:Yer in a fair way to succeed, I guess,” responded the
9 W* ourer, who seemed to have the idea, in common with other
*"” 2, that James was aiming to be a minister.

en the day of settlement with the boys came, the farmer

ety "*' h‘_Nw, boys, what must I pay you ?”
= Vhat you think is right,” replled James, at the same time
r king that the farmer s emphasis of the word doys indicated

{wﬁ - pay.

'. 1 spose you don’t expect men's wages; you are only
’“1'?* If boys do men’s work, what's the difference ? ”

e @ ’Well you see, boys never have so much as men ; there’s
_ﬁ_ﬂ, fm' boys, and there's a price for men. Some boys will
work than others, but the best of them only have

o SR p f j’

But you told the men that we mowed wider swaths,
mwe:d better than they, and beat them. Now, admit

..... 2 are hﬂy_s, if we have done men’s work, why should

hwe pay? I told you at first to pay us what

, nﬁw and lf we have worked as well
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=-}_';_.;“_.'J.ames's plea was a strong one, and the farmer felt its
" force. There was but one honourable course out of the

"? and that was to pay the boys just what he did
he men.

- “Well, boys, I can't in justice deny that you did as much
& work as the men,” he said, ‘““and so I'll pay you men’s
* wages; but you are the first boys 1 ever paid such

e
il
- L]

- -- _% es t 0-'l s
& “] hope we are not the last ones,” added James, who was

" pever in a strait for a reply.

& The farmer paid them full wages, and parted with them in

!l-l".

" good feeling, wishing them success in their struggles for an
* education, and saying to James :

&« If one of these days, you preach as well as you mow, I
'shall want to hear you.”

* When they left the farmer, James remarked to his com-
~panion : |

& “Everybody seems to think that I am going to be a
Spreacher; why is it?” He was so unconscious of his
“abilities for that profession that he was actually puzzled to

l“E-

=

‘know why 1t was.

& “] suppose it is because they think you are better
fgualified for that than any other calling,” his companion
‘replied. I never heard you say what profession you should

= “No, I don’t think you have; nor any one else. When

'S v
: Hl |:-|.

the time comes 1 shall choose tor the best. I should hike to

I be a preacher, and I should like to be a teacher. I don't
“ know but I should like to be a lawyer. I shouldn’t want to
be a doctor.” ‘ | e

 James stated the matter here just about asit was atl 1at
“time. He was going to make the most of himself possible,
“in the first place—a very sensible idea for a youth—and then

e S

vote himself to the manifest line of duty.
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" At this time the anti-slavery contest ran high throughout
‘the country. In Ohio its friends were as zealous and fear-
less as they were anywhere in the country. ['he question

II
Fr
o

3f the abolition of slavery was discussed, ot only in pulpits
and on public rostrums, but in village and school lyceums.
4t was discussed in the Debating Society of the Seminary,

a7 jliﬁf
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“ OuGHT SLAVERY TO BE ABOLISHED IN THIS REPUBLIC?”
' This was a questmn that drew out James 1n one of his best
efforts. From the time his attention was drawn to the subject,
he was a thorough hater of slavery. It was such a monstrous
wrong that he had no pauence with it.

“ A disgrace to the nation,” he said. ‘‘ People fighting to
Sl be free, and then reducing others to a worse slavery than that

~ which they fought! It is a burning shame!”
e . " The founders of the government didn’t think so,” an-
- swered the schoolmate addressed.  “If the had thought
- so, they would have made no pl’OVlSlOIl for it.’
- “So much more the shame,” replied James. “The very
‘men who fought to break the British yoke of bondage
~ legalized a worse bondage to others! That is what makes
- my blood boil. 1 can't understand how men of intelli-
+  gence and honour could do what i1s so inconsistent and
&= “inhuman.”

= “Slavery wouldn’'t stand much of a show where you
f _are, I judge,” added his schoolmate. *‘You would sweep
it away without dlscussmg the question whether immediate
e Bmanmpatwn 1s safe or not.”

- “Safel” exclaimed James, in a tone of supreme con-
tmpl, ““1t 1s always safe to do right, and it is never safe to
d,o wrong, especially to perpetrate such a monstrous wrong
ﬂ to buy and sell men.”

It was thls inborn and inbred hostlhty to human bondage
that James carried into the discussion of the question named,
m their school lyceum. He prepared himself for the debate
| h more than usval carefulness. He read whatever he
: find upon the subject and he taxed his active brain
e the utmost in forging arguments against the crime.

o o ? - Companions and friends had been surprised and inter-
- ested before by his ability in debate; but on this occasion
i *discusaed his favourite theme with larger freedom and
"1 eloqﬂenee than ever. There was a manly and ex-
B u-,;i" tf&a_tment of the question, such as he had not

~evinced before It enlisted his sympathies and honest con-

o ovelic ﬂ lim pre?wus question had done; so that his fervour
_ gy were " ter than ever, holdmg the audience 1n
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~ Commenting upon his effort afterwards, one of his school-
mates sald to a number of his companions present :

] .-'.I _.* L .

| T

“We'll send Jim to Congress one of these days.” James
?f* - was present, and the remark was intended both for sport and

o quralse
*"-fi “1 don’t want you should send me until I have graduated
< 8 ﬁat Geauga Academy,” retorted James, disposed to treat the

~ matter playful]y

* “We'll let you do that; but we can begin the campaign
® now, and set the wires for pulling by- -and- by,” replied the
first speaker. Il stump the District for you, Jim, and
% gharge only my expenses.’

- “And who will you charge your expenses to ?” inquired
James
.~ ‘““To the candidate, of course, Hon. James A. Garfield,”

ﬁie schoolmate answered, with a laugh, in which the whole

company joined, not excepting ]ameq The incident
ﬂlustrates the place that James held in the opinions of his
“school-fellows. Not the immature opinions of partial
’aa riends, but the well-considered and honest estimate of faculty
1 --hu pupils.

_ In the fall term of that year there came to the school a
ung lady by the name of Lucretia Rudolph, a modest,
3 Bnpretenllous talented girl. James soon disc overed that
‘she was a young lady of unusual worth and intellectual
Hblllty He was not much inclined to the company of
¢ School-girls; he was too bashful to make much of a display
that line. He was not very companionable in their
';3;1?;::?‘21- for he was not at home there. But he was uncon-
'ﬁmously drawn to this new and pretty pupil, Miss Lucretia
Eud()lph First, her modest, lady-like demeanour atiracted
his attention. There was a grace in her movements, and
v:dence of intellectual strength in her conversation. Her
@mtatlons were perfect, showmfr industry and scholarship,
hese things impressed ]ames sensibly. No female
‘,*iﬁm had attracted his attention at all before. Nor was
tre ‘any such thing as falling in love with ner on his
| '*ff t. He regarded her with more favour than he had ever
4 ;,rded a young lady in school; and 1t was her worth and
: Shlp that drew him. They were intimate, mutually
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'L":f;"%@"?*f - pqhte helpers of each other in study, real friends in all the

: Matmns of schoolmates. Further than that, neither of
w%* had thoughts about each other. They associated
f ngether. and parted at the close of the term with no
ectation, perhaps, of renewing their acquaintance again.

1

e Wz speak of the matter here, because the two will meet again
‘% =,MW ere.
- James made rapid progress in Latin after he decided .to
":go to college. It was the study that occupied his odd
ients especially. Every spare hour that he could snatch
;. “was devoted to this. The following winter he taught school,
- and Latin received much of his attention in evening hours.
2 _,;-l. “He enjoved the study of it, and, at the same time, was
e -'mimalated by the consideration that it was required in a college
mwe o[ study.
e *3';# Late in the autumn]:]ames met with a young man who was
"”maed with the Eclectic Institute, a new institution just
blished in Hiram, Portage County, Ohio. James knew
gl t such an institution had been opened and that was all ; of
. '--gmpe and character he was ignorant,.
- “‘Yﬁu can fit for college there,” he said to James; ‘‘ there
15 no better place in the country for that business. The school
d with over one hundred scholars, and the number is
' increasing.”
Mjr fitting for college there now :
'Yes. several ; I am one of them.”
.ﬁ. ‘How far a!ong gre yoi 2"
"195‘ ﬁﬂni Just begun. { h-ave to work my own way, so that it
~ will be _stow,‘t_ . '
= ' lhatis ﬂ'ﬁe case mth me. So far I have Rad but eleven

L.

> James inquired.

| Sl
SR O g

A ean dfh it if he only has grit enough .
_;J- Xp ,,'."‘fsmu is the school ?”

_ more expensive than Geauga Semmary It is
< h Jive a ci "f""’_'ce to the poorest boy or girl to get an
_education. Besides, it is conducted under the
ﬁ the ‘m;)les and the teachers belong to that
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¢ “Sodol. That would not take me there, however, if it -
* was not a good school. I think it is one of the best schools
. to be found.”

= ‘““The teachers are well qualified, are they ?”

:"". “They are the very best of teachers; no better in any
= school.”

¢ “I am glad that you have called my attention to the
+ school,” added James; ““I think I shall go there next year.”
& Here was the second casual meeting with a person, in a
* term, that had much to do with the future career of
& James. His mother would have called it PROVIDENTIAL.
& Meeting with one of them led to his decision to go to
. college ; meeting with the other carried him to the Hiram
- Eclectic Institute.

* James closed his connection with the Geauga Seminary
the expiration of the fall term, leaving 1t with a reputa-
t tion for scholarship and character of which the institution
i was justly proud. As we have said, he taught school during
* the following winter. It was at Warrensville, where he had
“"ught. before. He received eighteen dollars a month, and
tboard, with the esteem and gratitude of his patrons.

-
-

b
- We should not pass over the oration that James delivered
“at the annual exhibition of Geauga Seminary, in November,
'l**‘ It was his last task performed at the institution, and
the first oration of his literary life. The part assigned to
& him was honorary; and he spent all the time he could spare,
“amid other pressing duties, upon the production. He was

s L ey

' 1o quit the institution, and he would not conceal his desire

-:‘t - . . -
%o close his course of study there with his best effort. He
: a diary at the time, and his diary discloses the anxiety

“with which he undertook the preparation of that oration,

and the thorough application with which he accomplished his

.
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purpose. Neither ambition nor vanity can be discovered
in the least degree, in his diary; that was written for no
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i eyes but his own. His performance proved the attraction
Bof the hour. It carried the audience like a surprise, although
“they expected a noble effort from the ablest student in the
“academy. It exceeded their expectations, and was a fiting
close of his honourable connection with the school.

'1*§1uming home, he found his mother making prepara-
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" tions to visit relatives in Muskingum County, eighteen miles
2. feom Zanesvilie.

. “You must go, James; I have made all my arrange-
~_ ments for you to go with me,” said his mother.

~ *“How long will you be gone ?”

i e * All the spring, and into the summer, perhaps.”

. *“I had concluded to go to the Eclectic 1nstitute, at

- Hivam, when the spring term opens.’ :
.. *Youhave? Why do you go there ?

i © " “To prepare for college.”
~ _“Do you expect you can work your way through col-
Pll

e lug:l expect I can, or I should not undertake it.” And

james then rehearsed the circumstances under which he

Ha ﬁ? ﬁtc&ded to go to college, if possible, and to take a preparatory

fﬂ - course at Hiram,

e ] shall be glad, James, to have you accomplish your

ﬁm'po-se ' remarked his mother, after listening to his rehear-

. n.l in which she was deeply interested. ‘1 think, how-

~  ever, that you had better go with me, and enter the Eclectic

_-",'Lstltutc at the opening of the fall term.”

S "It will be wasting a good deal of time, it seems to me,”
e e

“1 don’t mean that you shall go there to 1idle away

- your time. Take your books along with you. You can
d wark there, too, I have no doubt. Perhaps you can

1 a school there to teach.”

..f"" ’Well if I can be earning something to help me along,

s I had better go. It will give me an opportunity to
of the world

;Md some of your re]atmns also,” interrupted the

i I a"' =
' 3 -:- 1 j
.-,.

wa.s ﬁettled that James should accompany his mother
- visit; and they started ds soon as they could get
~ The journey took them to Cleveland first, where
~ Jam was sensibly reminded of his encounter with the
_.captam, and his providential connection with the
anal boat. The_Cleveland and Columbus railroad had just

1, and James and his mother took their first ride
day ]ames had not seen a railroad
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;@efore, and it was one of the new things under the sun. that
p_roved a real stimulus to his thoughts. He beheld in 1t
;:I:’;gl]a] tl‘_l‘llmp]] of skill and enterpris; g
EThe State capitol had been erected at Columbus, and the
;?:g.glslature Was 1n session. It was a grand spectacle to James
He had _scarcel_y tormed any idea of the building, so that the
L view of It surprised him. He visited the leqislatare In session
~and received his first impressions of thetlaw-making power:
and the impressions of that day

201

was a great treat to him,

- were never obliterated.

Columbus they proceeded by stage to Zanesville.
-~ On their way James remarked :

ke

e 2 !
‘h Idnever should have made an objection to this trip, if
g ha expected to see the capitol, or the legislature in ses-

That alone is equal to a month’s schooling to me.
At Dhas given me an i : ' : :
8 an 1dea about public affairs that I never had

- ::‘

g .

"‘ It is fortunate that you came,” replied Mrs. Garfield.
does boys who /4ink much good to see things which set
them to /hinking.”

*“ . . . . .
‘1 guess that is so,” replied James, with a roguish smile,

.
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Jf he thought his mother had exerted herself to compliment
mm. *‘ Z/hinking is needed in this world about as much as
nything.”

'-'?.-‘"'f thinking,” suggested his mother.

® “Mr. Branch says a young man had better think

o fEa -

erroneously than not think at all,” responded James.

e

et 1 don’t think I should agree with Mr. Branch. It is safer
'_-'tO"thmk than to think wrong,” said Mrs. Garfield.

& “I suppose that Mr. Branch meant to rebuke dull
SCholars, who never think for themselves, and take every

Ssertion of the books as correct, without asking w/y,” added

14

'

X
o

i

Jatnes,

F and his mother thus discussed the scenes and the
IMes on their way to Zanesville, enjoying the change and
e scenery very much. From the latter place they floated
OWn the Muskingum river, in a skiff, to their destination,
ghteen miles distant. Here they found their relatives the
Ore rejoiced to see them because thelr visit was unex-
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As soon as they were fairly settled among their relations,
~ within four or five days after their arrival, James began to cast
-.-""-wzf_-f;'t"-’?'i* ~ about for something to do.
= “Perhaps you can get a school to keep over in Harrison,

"~ four miles from here,’ ¥ eaid his aunt. ‘I heard they were
ﬂ lﬁokmg after a teacher.”
.~ “Who shall I go to there to find out ?” inquired James.
=~ “] can’t tell you, but your uncle can, when he gets
- home-
"~ James learned to whom application should be made, and
el pnsted away immediately, and secured the school, at twelve
.~ dollars a month, for three months.
. “You are fortunate,” said his mother, on hearing his
- report. “You will be contented to stay now antil 1 get
~ ready to go home. What kind of a school-house have
they e
- " A log-house ; not much of an affair.”
g -~ “How large is the school ¢ ”
~ ‘“About thirty; enough to crowd the bulldlng full.”
g ' When do you be gin "
¢ “Next Monday.’
. “Board round, [ suppose?”
= Y Yes; and some of the families are between two and three
mﬁ&s away."”
James commenced his school under favourable auspices,
i ;ﬁ.m far as his relations to the pupils was concerned. The
;*mvemences for a school were meagre, and the parents were
~ indifferent to the real wants of their children. Most of them
fhlcd to appreciate schooling. It was quite cold weather
“m the school opened, and there was no fuel provided.
i by the school-house, however, there was coal, in a bank,
2 é' }ames proposed to his pupils to dig fuel therefrom : and,
e -ﬂ% Lﬂlts way, their fire was run until it became so warm that fire
mt needed. | - a
@% P“Plls were not so far advanced as the pupils at
ensville, but not so rough as those at the Ledge. The
dourhood was not so far advanced in the arts of civilisa-
ﬂiﬁma with which James had been familiar. Yet,
-kﬁemng there; and his connection with
Aamilies was pleasant At the close of the term he re.
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. ceived many expressions of affection and confidence from
~ the pupils, and separated from them with the best of
g feeling.

. Mrs. Garfield was ready to return to Orange at the close
- of the school: nor was James sorry to start on the journey
- home. After an absence of over three months, James found
':?Lﬁin'is?l‘f at the homestead with more money than he had when
g he left.
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XIX.

THE ECLECTIC INSTITUTE.

f MRAL weeks would intervene before the commencement of

- the term at Hiram ; and James looked about for work that he

mlght add to his funds for an education. He was planning

~ now to lay up money to assist himself through college. He

fatmd jobs to occupy his time fully until he would leave to
Gmer the Eclectic Institute.

It was the last of August, 1851, when James reached
w-leam. The board of trustees was in session. Proceeding
ﬁlrectly to the institution, he accosted the janitor.

“I want to see the principal of the tnstitute,” he said.
~ ““He is engaged with the board of trustees, who are in
lon now,” replied the janitor.
- *“Can I see him, or them ?”
,* 1"Probably, I will see.” And the janitor went directly to
:;:f'.;éf he room of the trustees, and announced :
*’%E" “ A ymmg man at the door, who is desirous to see the board
| mwe. e
_ m him come in,” answered the chairman.
- :a addressed hlmself politely, though, perhaps,
- AWl -' g e E .
g -—----.m ” he said, I am anxious to get an education,
C 5’“ &come “here to see what I can do.”

_ 'ie; this is a good place to obtain an education,”
I-"'  the chairman, without waiting for James to proceed
-ﬁ her. *“Where are you from ?
u Orange. My pame is James Abram Garfield. |
ve no father ; he died when I was an infant. My motheris

0% ; hﬂ Gﬂ:ﬁeld ?

.-u.'.-" . ...p. "1:1 o

i

yw mt what education this institution can
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. «Yes, sir, provided I can work my way.”

& “Then you are poor ? "

= “Yes, sir; but I can work my way. I thought, perhaps,
~ that I could have the chance to ring the bell, and sweep the
~ floors, to pay part of my bills.”

© < How much have you been to school ?”

] have attended Geauga Seminary three years, teaching
*  school in the winter.” |

= “Ah! then you are quite advanced 2"

L e & i
- Ll

. “No, not very far advanced. I have commenced Latin and

f: " G reek e
.~ T'hen you think of going to college g
. “That is what I am trying for.”

]

'%"*‘"_--"!-“I think we had better try this young man,” said one

.~ of the trustees, addressing the chairman. He was much
. impressed by the earnestness and intelligence of the applicant,
~ and was in favour of rendering him all the aid possible.

& “Yes,” answered the chairman : ‘“ he has started out upon

a4 I,
"

y noble work, and we must help him all we can.

|_-,"I-
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= “How do you know that you can do the sweeping and bell-

P
"]
Eﬁ*

L.

. ringing to suit us?” inquired another trustee of James.
& “Try me—try me two weeks, and if it 1s not done to your

& ! e i [
'.'fl"-f_t‘ i

Bt o . . . . ’
entire satisfaction I will retire without a word.” Jamess

- .-i-
+4
: “"1-"

- honest reply settled the matter.
£ James was nineteen years O
~ twenty in the following November.
~ bell-ringer and sweeper-general. _
" Hiram was a small, out-of-the-way town, twelve miles
from the railroad, the *‘ centre ” being at a cross-roads, with
" two churches and half-a-dozen other buildings. The 1n-
f?i{!:ution was located there to accommodate the sons and
" daughters of the Western Reserve farmers. President Hins-
- dale, who now presides over the college (it was elevated to
"2 college twelve or fifteen years ago), says: = [he Institute
* building, a plain but substantially built brick structure, was
~ put on the top of a windy hill, 1n the middle of a corn-field.
- One of the cannon that General Scott’s soldiers dragged to
? c’ity of Mexico 1n 184_7, planted on the roof of the new
SStructure, would not have commanded a SCOT® of farm-
- houses. Here the school opened at the time Garfield was

K 3 o
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ld at this time; he became
So he was duly installed
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. closing his studies at Chester. It had been in operation two
- terms when he offered himself for enrolment. Hiram
- furnished a location, the board of trustees a building and the
- first teachers, the surrounding country students, but the
spiritual Hiram made itself. Everything was new. Society,
‘traditions, the genius of the school had to be evolved from the
. forces of the teachers and pupils, limited by the general and
- local environment. Let no one be surprised when I say
- that such a school as this was the best of all places for young
- Garfield. There was freedom, opportunity, a large societ;
- of rapidly and eagerly opening young minds, instructors
=~ who were learned enough to instruct him, and abundant |
- scope for ability and force of character, of which he had a i
. superabundance. é
e Few of the students who came to Hiram in that dav
*  had more than a district-school education, though some
had attended the high schools and academies scattered
= Over the country; so that Garfield, although he had made
- but slight progress in the classics and the higher mathematics
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;g;frewqu_s to his arrival, ranked well-up with the first scholars.
5 et ability, all acknowledged that he was the peer of any ;
e Nﬂnhls superiority to all others was generally conceded.”
_;;i;i‘j;jij-;j#ff"BS sought an early opportunity to confer with the
e ] : ‘
e tl want your advice as to my course of study,” he said.
J_ purpose 1s to enter college, and I want to pursue the
T best way there,” -- |

ot

S " You want to make thorough work of it, as you go
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B lone 7 the nrincinal 4o S
T ? the pnnmpa.l answered, by way of inquiry.
. Xes, sir, as thorough as possible.  What 1 know, I want

:,". ¥

B RDOW (erTaunly,

5

% * 1S 3E°0d1dﬁa, better take time, and master every-
. tAlng as you go along. Many students fail because they are

o= -L.
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‘mh 33;fflattenng of knowledge. Be a scholar, or
mthyou perfectly, and I am ready to accept your
- tegliar preparatory course of study cannot be
o thmh continued the principal. “ You can

8 GF Studies here, and enter college in advance it
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‘*you choose. But that can be determined hereafter. At

- prt.sent you can go on with the branches undertaken, and

~ time will indicate improvement and changes necessary.”

“It will be necessary for me to labour some out of
“school hours, in order to pay my bills,” added James.

i ,“ 1lhen I would like to be earning something more to help

“me through college.”

g What do you propose to do ?”

7” . “l can work on a farm, or in a carpenter’s shop, or do
'bdd jobs at most anythmo- that offers. 1 have already seen

% the carpenter here.” ;

t= ‘“ Well, what prospect for work ?”

¥4 After a few days he will have work for me, mostly
I amng, and that I have done more than anything in the
f___f-.__‘fa rpenter s line.”
= * You are fortunate to find work at once.’
= “] never have failed to find work since I have been
pendent upon my own exertions.”
“‘I hope you always will find work, that you may realize
acuompllshment of your object. I shall do ev er)thmcr n
fmy power to assist you, and do it with all my heart.”
" “Thank you,” responded James, grateful for the deep in
at the principal appeared to manifest in his welfare.
Je secured quarters in a room with four other students,
_ her thick for the highest comfort, but “ necessity multiplies
dfellows ” Here he set about his literary work with a
l and devotion that attracted attention. The office of
bell-ringer obliged him to rise very early; for the first bell
i! - rung at five o'clock. The office of sweeper compelled
"-?-,”f ' to be on the alert at an early hour, also. Promptness
was the leading requirement of the youth who rang the
'I 8]l It must be rung on -the mark. A single minute too
é% or too late, spoiled the promptness. On 7h¢ Mmark
'}‘i ¢ly, was the rule. Nor was it any cross to fames,
| ptness as we have seen, was one of his born qualities.
', s all the same to him whether he arose at four or five
Ck in the morning, or whether he must ring the bell
-j'f_-f?-—r or a dozen times a day. He adapted himselt to
mstancea with perfect ease. Instead of bending to

reum: stances, circumstances bent to him. He made a
- "'l'-»...._
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208 LOG-CABIN TO WHITE HOUSE.

.f good bell-ringer and sweeper, simply because .it was a rule
-~ with him to do everything well. One of his room-mates
= “said to him: |
~ “Jim, 1 don’t see but you sweep just as well as you
& recite.” ,
*“Why shouldn’t1?” James responded promptly. -
‘* Many people do important things best,” replied his
- schoolmate, “and a lesson 1s more important than sweeping.”
e **You are. heretical,’” exclaimed James. ‘“1t  your
~ views upon other matters are not sounder than that, you
. will not make a very safe leader. Sweeping, in its place,
~ 1s just as important as a lesson in Greek is, in its place,
- and, therefore, according to your own rule, should be done
& . as well.” _
- “You are right, Jim; I yield my heresy, like the honest
=+ boy that I am.” |
- “*I think that the boy who would not sweep well would not
. stady well,” continued James. * There may be exceptions to
. the rale ; but the rule is a correct one.”
. *“I guess you are about right, Jim ; but my opinion is that

R i
ey e LA
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~ few persons carry out the rule. There are certain things

L iy
L ;
- | .l: -

- about which most people are superficial, however thorough

- they may be in others.” | _
- “That may be true; I shall not dispute you there,”

-
X
L;

.-:ll..l

- rejoined James; ‘““and that is one reason why so many

~ persons fail of success. They have no settled purpose to be

#Lhﬁrough Not long ago I read, in the life of Franklin, that
~ he claimed, * thoroughness must be a principle of action.’”
~ ““And that is why you sweep as well as you study 7 7 inter-

- rupted the room-mate, in a complimentary tone.

T
4
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=
=

. *“Yes, of course. And there is no reason why a person

Sina 1
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~ should not be as thorough in one thing as in another. |
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’tthmht 1S any harder to do work well than it is to half
I know that it is much harder to recite a lesson poorly

~ than to recite it perfectly.” ,
- "I found that out some time ago, to my mortification,”

: P 3 '1.._ ) r‘_‘l

- Iejoined the room-mate, in a playful manner. * There is

~ s0me fun in a perfect lesson, I confess, and a great amount
T of miae | K=

d
1

N

. | |

%
~ W
hyom

s

3 ':".' -"'.I
b

1:h




THE ECLECTIC INSTITUTE. "%0

“;I‘he sight of a half-swept floor would be an eyesore to
= me “all the time. It would be all of a piece with a poor
B lessdn.” | '
g “I could go the half-swept floor best,” remarked the
- room-mate,

= "1 can go neither best,” retorted James, “since there is
B no need of it.,”

& James had told the trustees to try him at bell-ringing
i~ and' sweeping two weeks. They did; and the trial was
~ perfectly satisfactory. He was permanently installed in the
~_ position.

. A person, now an esteemed clergyman, who acted in
. the same capacity six or eight years after James did, writes :
= “When I did janitor work, I had to ring a bell at five
. O'clock in the morning, and another at nine o’clock in the
¢ evening, and I think this had been an immemorial custom
* during school sessions. The work was quite laborious,
. and much depended upon the promptness and efficiency of
~ the person who handled the bell-rope, as the morning had
~ to be divided into equal portions, after a large slice had been
= taken out of it for the chapel exercises, which were always

_fot-racted to uncertain lengths. It was annoying, tedious
- work.”

¢ A lady now living in the State of Illinois was a member
~ of the school when James was inaugurated bell-ringer, and
. she writes: “When he first entered the Institute, he paid
* for his schooling by doing janitor's work—sweeping the
and ringing the bell. 1 can see him even now standing,
the morning, with his hand on the bell-rope, ready to
* give the‘signal calling teachers and scholars to engage 1in
o the duties of the day. As we passed by, entering the
- School-room, he had a cheerful word for every one. e was
¢ the most popular person in the Institute. He was always
good-natured, fond of conversation, and very entertaining.

= | b
L

¢ tle was' witty, and quick at repartee; but his jokes, though

e

-
F

=

- brilliant and striking, were always harmless, and he never

El

- would willingly hurt another’s feelings.” _
.. The 'young reader should ponder the words, “ most
“popular person in the institute,”——and yet bell-ringer and

" I Doing the most menial work there was to do
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210 LOG-CABIN TO WHITE HOUSE.

with the same cheerfulness and thoroughness that he would
solve a problem in algebra! There 1s an important lesson
in this fact for the young. lhey can afford to study it,

The youth who becomes the most ‘““popular” student in
the institution, notwithstanding he rings the bell and sweeps
the floors, must possess unusual qualities.  Doubtless he made
the office of bell-ringer and sweeper very respectable. We
dare say that some students were willing to serve in that
capacity thereafter who were not willing to serve before.
Any necessary and useful employment is respectable ; but
many youths have not found it out. ‘T'he students discovered
the fact in the Eclectic Institute. They learned it of James.
He dignified the humble offices that he filled. He did it by
putting ckaracter into his work. :

There were nearly two thousand volumes in the library
belonging to the school. From this treasury of knowledge
James drew largely. Every spare moment of his time was
occupied with books therefrom. He began to be an enthusi-
astic reader of poetry at Geauga Seminary. * Young's
Night Thoughts,” which he found there, was the volume
that particularly impressed his mind, just before he became
a Christian under the preaching of the Disciples’ minister at
Orange. His tenacious memory retained much that he read,
both of poetry and prose. Here he had a wider field
to explore, more books to occupy his attention, though
not more time to read. He began to read topically and
systematically.

“What are you doing with that book?” inquirad a
room-mate ; “ transcribing it ? "

“Not exactly, though I am making it mine as much as
possible,” James replied. * Taking notes.”

‘1 should think that would be slow work.”

" Not at all, the way I do.”
~ “What way are you doing ?

s g5 _‘f-_l_ note the important topics on which the book treats,
mth the pages, that I may turn to any topic of which 1t
ﬁi“ treats, should I have occasion hereafter. I mean to do the
. same with every book I read, and preserve the notes for
. future use.”

s YA good plan, if you have the patience. I want to
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U _ THE ECLECTIC INSTITUTE. 211
- dash through a book at double-quick ; I couldn’t stop for such
~ business,” added the schoolmate. '
.~ “1 spend no more time over a book than you do, I think.”
~ answered James. ‘I catch the drift, and appropriate the
= strong pomnts, and let all the rest slide. But taking notes
. serves to impress the contents upon my memory. Then.
.~ hereafter, when I speak or write upon a given topic, my notes
- will direct me to necessary material.”
e Your ammunition will be ready; all you will have to do
~ will be to load and fire,” suggested his room-mate. *That

.~ isnot bad. I think the plan is a good one.”

VAN

. ‘1t will save much time in the long run. Instead of
f,_rbemg obliged fo hunt for information on topics, I can turn
. to it at once.” James remarked thus with an assurance

~ that showed his purpose was well matured. He could testify

_;gfi*az;fter\x*ards that the method adopted was one of the most
é§=_helpful and 1mportant rules of his life. Many scholars have
. pursued a similar course, and their verdict respecting the

=iy
S

- usefulness of the plan is unanimous. It is an excellent

.l,;"; :

- method for the young of both sexes, whether they are con-
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.., a tharough education or not; for it will promote
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J intelligence, and increase their general 1information,
+ The result is desirable in the humblest as well as in the highest
& position., An intelligent, well-informed citizen adorns his

& place. That honoured and lifted into respectability the

}@ﬂice of bellringer and sweeper at Hiram Institute, as we
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 have seen.
~ When James had completed his collegiate course, and

~  became Principal of Hiram Institute, he wrote to a youth
* whom he desired should undertake a liberal course of
B education:

&

E - 1!
. ¥
L]

& ‘“‘Tell me, Burke, do you not feel a spirit stirring within

,_ that longs /% know, /o do, and fo dare, to hold converse
& with the great world of thought, and holds before you some

&=
-'r'*'.':t. B B

= high and noble object to which the vigour of your mind and
.~ the strength of your arm may be given? Do you not have
- longings like these, which you breathe to no one, and which

* you feel must be heeded, or you will pass through life un-

g

L L {'_I_ -.-d-il_-

- satished and regretful ¢ 1 am sure you have them, and they
- will for ever cling round your heart till you obey their man-
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~ date. They are the voice of that nature which God has
- pgiven you, and which, when obeyed, will bless you and your
5 . fellow-men.” i TR i :
= Whether Burke felt this * spirit stirring within him™
~ or not, it is certain that it moved James, as some mysteripus
- power, when he entered this new ﬁield, and long before, im-
';‘f':“?;"g_._'._'f'-pelling him onward and upward_m. a career that *crould not
~ have been denied him without inflicting an everlasting wound
- upon his soul. _

- In the spring, after James became conﬁuected with _the
. school, the principal proposed that the pupils should bring
~ trees from the forest, and set them out on the Campus, to
~ adorn the grounds, and provide a lovely shade for those who
- would gather there twenty-and thirty years hence.

““A capital idea!” exclaimed James to Baker, with whom
~ he was conferring upon the subject. ‘It each male student
- will put out one tree for himself, and one for a female student,
- we can cover the Campus with trees, and the streets near by
~  as well; and do it next Saturday, too.”

= S That is real gallantry, -Jim,” answered . Baker. ' !'Fhe
- girls, of course, can’t set out trees.”

~ “And the boys will take pride in setting them out for
~  them,” interrupted James.

- “And calling them by their names,” added Baker, sug-
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- A bright idea 1s that, to name the trees after those

T‘Ha"“ | |

~ for whom they are set out,”” responded James. ‘' You
- are an ornginal genius, George; I should not have thought
- of that. It must be because you think more of girls than I.
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. ‘“‘But the plan to plant a tree for each girl is yours, Jim.

it %ﬁ’n"t claim the patent for that.” |
’ﬁ:,;;fﬂ,f‘l’am*nnt ashamed to own it. It is worthy of the boys of

: I-:,_"'" " =

R

~  the Western Reserve. We can have a rich time in carrying

~out the plan, better than a ride or party.”
- ,..a. ﬂlﬂlk SO,“ sald Baker,
- “The satisfaction of knowing we are doing something that

[ i ¢il
i
l- = .E._

-~ will be a great blessing thirty years from now, adding beauty
e T Tl : 4 Sl . . "
. and comfort to the Institute and town, is stimulus enough,

ved James,
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o THE ECLECTIC INSTITUTE, 213
¢ This enterprise was nobly prosecuted, and the trees
#were .p‘lanted and narped as above. James enjoyed it hugely

was a great admirer of nature, and a tree or 2 flower
.;_;-;-:j____a_,ﬂ'ordqd _hlm_ genuine pleasure. To plant trees about his
| ;ﬁ_,ﬂavourlte lnstmi]]tlon, that would furnish shady walks in future

- days, was to him a privilege that he would 111

L . 1

B ot willingly

} During his first year's connection with the school, a

g;;'.‘,:'fe_ma]e student of considerable brightness and scholarship

,j_;;:;-fylolated some rule of the institution, for which the principal

E,:];fhought' she should be publicly rebuked. The rebuke would

t administered after the chapel exercises on the following

.:.;p)qrping. The affair caused much discussion among the
Their sympathies were wholly enlisted for the girl, as
_ she was deservedly quite popular.

!
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e
‘: It 1s most too bad,” remarked James to a lady student.
e It will well-nigh kill her: I pity her.”

qf"I El;nnk 1t 1s a shame to make a small affair like that so
Enbllc, replied the young lady. * If it was one of the boys it
~ would not be half so bad.”

TR You thl’l;lk boys are used to it, or are of less consequence
= than girls 7 ” retorted James, in a vein of humour.

= “Not exactly that. 1 think the worst way of rebuking a

i
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~ young lady should not be selected.”

L y
LT L

:E-“'-?__.f".,.l agree with you exactly; but I suppose there is no help
~ forit now.”

o
"4

Nl - 3 _’t A ool .
J___._;_-;;:;;.;._‘Unless we get up a petition asking that the rebuke be
~ prnivately administered.”

. 5
i  §

= “I will sign it,” said James; “but it must be done
o 1 [ | gdiately_ ' |

& “l will see some of the girls at once.” And, so saying, the
young lady hastened away. i

,.,--:'__ L
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In many groups the matter was discussed on that day,

o d _'much excitement prevailed ; but the movement for a
& petition failed, and the following morning dawned with the
~assurance that the rebuke would be administered before the

"‘:: SChOO]. The scholars assembled with hearts full of
& Pity for the unfortunate girl. No one felt more keenly for
~her than James. He expected to see her overcome and
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BT LOG-CABIN TO WHITE HOUSF.

*‘ The principal called upon her to rise, and the rebuke was
~  administered, while all the scholars dropped their heads in
- pity for her. On retiring from the chapel, with the crowd of
. scholars, she remarked to James, in the hearing of many :

. “Jt seems to me that Uncle Sutherland was rather

‘. personal.”

- The jocose remark created a laugh all round, and none
laughed more heartily than James, who concluded that their
profound sympathies had been sadly wasted.

- James had not been at Hiram long before the students
discovered one prominent trait of his character, viz., a keen
- sense of justice. He was fond of ball-playing, and he wanted
- everybody to enjoy it. One day he took up the bat to enjoy

- a game, when he observed several of the smaller boys looking

on wistfully, seeming to say in their hearts, ‘“ We wish we

~could play.” "
‘*“ Are not those boys in the game ?” he asked.

- “What! those little chaps? Of course not; they would
- spoil the game.”

- “But they want to play just as much as we do. Let
-~ them comein!”
- “No; we don’t want the game spoiled. They can’t
play Ill

~_ “Neither shall I, if they cannot,” added James, decidedly.
And he threw down his bat.

“Well, let them come, then,” shouted one of the players,

- who wanted the game to go on. *‘Spoil it, if you will.”
- ‘“*We shall make it livelier,” responded James, taking up his
i Rt and calling upon the little boys to fall in. ‘* We may not
TR have quite so scientific a game, but then all hands will have
the fun of it; and that is what the game is for.”
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XX.

STUDENT AND TEACHER,

{;MES ceased to be janitor at the close of his first year at
iram, and was promoted to assistant teacher of the English
,,.:t department and ancient languages. His rapid advancement
18 set forth by Dr. Hinsdale, who is now president of the
m%tltutlon

- *“His mind was now reaching out in all directions ; and
;__ H,,al] the more widely because the elastic course of study, and
,{_the absence of tl‘ddlthIlaI‘y trammels, gave him room. He
' was a vast elemental force, and notlmw was so essential as
~space and opportunity. Hiram was now forming her future
__ ﬂ:‘teachers as well as creating her own culture. Naturally,
~~~~~ - then, when he had been only one year in the school he was
= given a place in the corps of teachers. In the catalogue of
~  1853-54 his name appears both with the pupllb and
I"’ceac]'lers ‘ James A. Garfield, Cuvahoga County,” and
. "’“ J. A. Garfield, Teacher in the English Department, and
':' f the Ancient [Languages.” His admission to the faculty
page may be an index to a certain rawness in the school;
Mbut it gave to his talents and ambition the play that an older
Echool with higher standards, could not have afforded him.”
Now he was hllmo' three important positions— student,
;eacher and carpenter He had become nearly as indispens-

|“E £

able to the carpenter’s business as to that of the Institute. The

i QGUnd of his hammer, before and after school, was famihiat
M"‘iﬁ o the students and the citizens.

:-1{., 11

'.e_-‘-“’ ““See there!” exclaimed Clark, pointing toj]ames on the
Bef of a house, building near the academy. im has taken

‘ that house to shmgle.

A%“Alone ?” inquired Jones. | _
,“Yes alone: and it won’t take him long, either, lf he

- ps his hammel going as it goes now. Jim's a brick.”
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LOG-CABIN TO WHITE HOUSE.

.~ *“Very little brick about him, I should say; more brain
. than brick.” -

- *“With steam enough on all the while to keep his brain
* running. Did you ever see such a worker ? "

Work seems as necessary to him as air and food.

If he was not compelled to work, in order to pay his way, his
iw,hraln would shatter his body all to pieces in a year. He is
~ about the only student 1 ever thought was fortunate in being
" poor as a stray cat.”

. “Ideclare, I never thought of that. Poverty is a blessing

L had thought it was a curse to a student

& "It is Jim's salvation,” added Jones. “I have thought

flt many times. I suppose that his carpentering business

- 18 better exercise for him than our ball-playing or pitching
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_ “Minus the fun,” added Clark, quickly; really believing

was depriving himself of all first-class sport.

. Have you not observed how he enjoys a game of ball or
- quotits when he joins us?”
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= “Of course; but he does not seem to me to enjoy these
. Bames any more than he enjoys study, reading, and manual
_ 'ﬁr He studies just as he plays ball, exactly, with all his
~ might; and I suppose that is the way we all ou ght to do.”

what Father Bentley said in his sermon on

hatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might,’

- “Certainly; and who knows but Father Bentley has
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b, a ;e-(} Jim to 1Illustrat:e his doctrine? He preaches, and
Jim practices. Nobody in the Electric Institute will dispute
- such a sermon while
e remark was made jocosely, and, at the same time, a

: ’
im's about; you can count on that."

- compliment was intended for James.
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2415 conversation discloses the facts about James’s
Iabop-r wh_llq._;.connected with the Institute, We

‘e for the details of his work with the plane and
ng the whole period, We can only say, here,

that he continued to add to his money by
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'ing of the new house that he was shingling
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- when the foregoing conversation took place.
- expended upon other buildings, also, in the
l.g-“-_.._psariod. Several jobs of farming, also, were undertaken at
| diﬂ'erent_tlmes. He was laying up money to assist himself in
- college, in addition to paying his way at the Institute.
- When James entered the school his attention was attracted
= to a class of three in geometry. As he listened to the reci-
. tation in this study, which was animated and sharp, he be-
. came particularly impressed.  Since that time he said, “1
& regarded teacher and class with reverential awe,” The three
. persons in the class were William B. Hazen, who became
~ one of our most distinguished major-generals in the late

r
"‘..'t

= rebellion, and who is now on the Indian-frontier: Geo. A

i

His labour was
place, during that

- Baker, now a prominent citizen of Cleveland, Ohio; and
~ Miss Almeda A. Booth, a very talented lady of nearly thirty
~ years, who was teaching in the school, and at the same time
~ pursuing her studies in the higher mathematics and classies.
.~ As this Miss Booth exerted a more powerful influence upon

than any other teacher, except Dr. Mark Hopkins, of
= Williams College, we shall speak of her particularly, and her
& estimate of our hero. She was the daughter of a Methodist
& preacher, whose circuit extended a thousand miles on the
. Reserve; a man of marked mental strength, and of great
= tact and energy.. The daughter inherited her father's intel-
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L

;;ié'Ctual power and force of character, so that when the young
& man to whom she was betrothed died, she resolved to conses
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~ crate herself to higher intellectual culture, that her useful-
. ness might be augmented. This resolution brought her to
- the Eclectic Institute. She died in 1875, and afterwards
= General Garfield said of her talents: * When she was twelve
w }Aars of age she used to puzzle her teachers with questions,
~and distress them by correcting their mistakes. One of these,
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‘& male teacher, who was too proud to acknowledge the cor-
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ections of a child, called upon the most learned man in
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town for help and advice in regard to a point of dispute be-
stween them. He was told that he was in error, and that he
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acknowledge his mistake. The teacher was manly
- enough to follow this wise advice, and thereafter made this
. Mttle girl his friend and helper. It was like her to help him
quietly, and without boasting. During her whole life none
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of her friends ever heard an intimation from her that she had
_ever achieved an intellectual triumph over anybody in the
world 2
It was fortunate for James that this accomplished lady
hecame deeply interested in his progress and welfare.
“The most remarkable young man I ever met,” she
md to the principal. “There must be a grand future
%ﬁ e, an. if he does not fall out of the way,” answered the
.  principa
i Ecarcely thought that were possible when I spoke.
Hls Christian purpose is one of the remarkable things about
him His talents, work, everything, appear to be a subject
- to this Christian aim. I feel that he will make a power in

_"_. theworld =

ey
= e

"1 agree with yvou: such are my feelings in regard to
L hlm, notmthstandmv the prevalence of temptations that lure
ﬂﬂ destroy so many of our hopeful young men.” The
2 s B pal had seen more of the world than Miss Booth, so he

| Mlhs before his studies were the same as those of Miss
-' Jooth, and they were in the same classes. “1 was far
-u | Miss Booth i in mathematics and the physical sciences,”
s be _ence said; “but we were nearly in the same place in
- Ureek and Latm " She could render him essential aid in
woh RIS gtudles, and she delighted to do it. Their studies were
lﬂ the same until he ceased to be a member of the school.
'- ibrarian kept text-books for sale, and the following are

memoranda of sales to them :
aanary, 1852. Latin Grammar and Cesar.
h, 1852. Greek Grammar.
l 1852. French Grammar.

 Aug gust, 1852, Germa_.n Grammar and Reader.

m?e: 1852, Xenophon’s Memorabilies and Greek
wﬁ *f !Lls in a sin gle year.
& o hag l~35 3. Sophocles and Herodotus.
IRl o : ,. ) 18 ﬂmer’ g Illad ») |
ring the fall term 0f 18 5 3, Miss Booth and James
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- read about one hundred pages of Herodotus, and one hundred
©  of Livy. They met two of the professors, also, on two
= evenings of each week, to make a joint translation of the
~ book of Romans. His diary has this record for December
& 15, 1853: ‘‘Translation society sat three hours at Miss
.~ Booth's room, and agreed upon the translation of nine verses.”

"~ The record shows that these studies were pursued critically,

~and therefore slowly.

~ Miss Booth was more or less familiar with the standard
_;g;;.__”authors of English literature, both prose and poetry; and
* she aided James greatly in the selection of books, many of
" which they read together, discussing their merits, and
©  making notes. In a tribute to her memory, a few years

t‘i;;-{-r:~<_since, General Garfield said: *“ The few spare hours which
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~ preferred, but much study was done in common. I can
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~ to me because they were read and discussed in company

i

~ with her. I can still read between the lines the memories

" merits. She was always to aid any friend with her best
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B efforts.” . “rd
s - James was appointed to prepare a thesis for an f‘?{hlbltlon
' f{'.-;f;fd'ay. One evening he repaired to the room of Miss Booth,
T want your help, Miss Booth,” he said. I am afraid

*f'.""'-‘..-tha.t I shall make a botch of it without your assistance.”
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T will risk you,” Miss Booth replied ; * but I will render
B b .. : : : 1)

R you all the assistance 1n my pOwer.

& ° «That will be all I shall need,” remarked James,

;.-’_Z;!_;faceliously; «“and 1 hardly see how I can get along with less.
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" 1 like to talk over subjects before I write; it 1s a great help
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3??3300'_}]_ v« Two heads may be better than one 1n cam(fiassm%
'?if;;f_f.__any subject. Discussion awakens thought, sharper adn fr:;l?;r
* original; and it often directs the inquirer to new an ans
= somrces of information. 1 am at leisure to discuss your thes
r:‘jam:t-:'s opened the subject by stating someb of bl:;
diffi uitics, and making 1ngqmres. Both were soon absor
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~ schoolwork left us, were devoted to such pursuits as each

* pame twenty or thirty books, which will be doubly precious

- of her first impressions of the page, and her judgment of its
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- 1n the subject before them, so thoroughly absorbed as to
- take no note of time, nor dream that the night was ghding
- away, unul surprised by the morning light coming in at the
. window.

- In 1853 Miss Booth proposed that twelve of the
Eoie adv;nced pupils—James and herself among the number—
- should organize a literary society for the purpose of spending
. the approaching vacation of four weeks in a more thorouch
Lo TR smdy ;.of the classics. The society was formed, and t:ff:e
~  Services ol one of the professors were secured, to whom
- they recited statedly. During that vacation they read * the
. Tastorals of Virgil, the first six books of the Iliad, accom-

- panied by a thorough drill in the Latin and Greek grammars

'~ at each recitation.” It proved a very profitable vacation to
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J“Jmes, a season to which he always looked back with pride
. and pleasure. He regarded Miss Booth as the moving and

_li%;;_a_;:“-'—gaatmllmg spirit of that society, increasing his sense of

- obligation to her.
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- Perhaps the chief reason of Miss Booth’s confidence in the
- Lhnshan purpose of James, as expressed to the princi'[.éal was 1
mlﬂd in his consistent Christian life. From the tim’e he

- became a member of the Institute he took an active part in
_.;_‘IQ!lgIOUS meetings, 1dentifying himself with the people of
i -0d 10 the village. His exhortations and appeals were
| and eloquence, to which the students
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ples of earnestness
g ".___ﬁ__._h_'.;j_-;em_zens l'gst:ened in rapt attention. No student of so much
ey Y D rellglou_s meetings had been connected with the

- school. Indeed, it was the universal testimony that no such

~ Speaker, of his age, had ever been heard. .

Ql' Bentley,. pasftor of the ‘Disciples’ Church in
. tiram, was wonderfully drawn to James. After a few
# w he felt that James’s presence was almost indispens-

e the Success ol a meeting. He invited him speciall y
B T ressthe _au.CI';ence;_" Often he urged him to take a seat
| .Platf?_fmpé thathe might address the assembly to
¢ TPt advaniage. In his absence he invited James to take
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§ e of the meeting. The last year of his stay at Hiram,
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f,;, Belﬁ‘ley persuaded him several times to occupy his
on the Sabbath, and preach, which he did to the
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His gift at public speaking was so remarkable, that a
~ demand was frequently made upon him for a speech on
- social and public occasions. It is related, that at a weekly
prayer meeting, he was on the platform with Father Bentley,
- waiting to perform his accustomed part, when a messenger
~ came for him to address a political meeting, where speakers
~ had failed them. Father Bentley scarcely noticed what was
- going on, until James was half-way down the aisle, when he
called out :

*“James, don’t go!"™ then quickly, as if thinking his
- request might be unreasonable, he said to the congregation,

w-»_“ Never mind, let him go; that boy will yet be President of

s - the United States.”

1.. - “] remember his vigorous exhortations now,” remarked a

Chnstmn woman before his death, who was connected with

: the Institute at that time ; ‘‘ they were different lrom anything

_--*3“* fi' was accustomed to hear in conference meetings.”

H, “How were they different ?” she was asked.

TR They were original and fresh beyond anything I had ever

,,, hbard in such mt-‘-etmgs s nothing com monphu e or stale about

j‘t“~1'.ha‘=:m1., making one feel that they were not the thoughts of some

' “tct!‘nmentator he was giving us at secondhand, but the product

= ~ of his own genius and great talents, uttered with real earnest-

- - ness and sincerity.”

4 “He must have possessed a wonderful command of

b ianguage remarked her friend.

* “That was one thing that charmed us. [His flow of
£ 1anguacre appropriate and select, was like a river. It seemed
- as if he had only to open his mouth, and thoutrhl% flowed out
Clothed in language that was all aglow. Many many times,
- I heard the remark, ¢ He speaks as easily as he breathes,
“Wéll » she continued, after a pause, ‘“ he was substantially
st such a speaker then as he is now, bating the dignity that
;age and experlem.e impart.”
“In this connection we should speak of him as a debater
**‘in the lyceum. He was older and more experienced at
-;.:leam than he was at Chester, and his efforts in debate
i*.-}"-el‘e accordingly more manlv The Ilhnois lady, from
: *-“ hdim we have already quuted says, ‘'‘ In the lyceum he
X l} took rank far above the others as a speaker and
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- debater.” His interest in public matters was crowing with

- the excitement of the times. The infamous fugitive-slave

. law, for the restoration of runaway slaves to their masters,
- bhad been enacted by Congress, as a compromise measure,

gty and no people of the country felt more outraged by the
. attempts to enforce the Act than the people of the Western
* partook of it in common with older citizens. It pervaded
8. the higher schools. It was as  strong 1in the Eclectic
uncompromising foe
Wwas more SO0 1now.
Wt . S *;_ IR . '
- denunciatory than ever of slavery. He had been a great
s advocacy of the Fuuitive-
i,_ﬁman to conceal his feelings, and so his utterance was
. emphatic.
et A ‘covenant with death, and
;‘_ﬁiﬁﬁ:,_-—,hﬂ*-ex'clalmed, quoting from Isaiah, ‘““that will destroy the
TN of the oppressed and down-trodden
B blood of Abel. The lightning of divine wrath will yet
&~ shwver the old, gnarled tree of slavery to pieces, leaving

. animpetos from it. James was an
. to slavery before: if possible, he
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. Reserve. The excitement became intense. Y oung men
i‘li_'. c_t‘! -

3

- Institute as elsewhere.. School and village lyceums received
P =l excitement. fired him up in debate. Ha was more
~ admirer of Daniel Webster, but hj

& Slave Bill awakened his contempt. He was not a young
T an agreement with hell,”
’zﬁapthors of it. The cry

appeal to the Almighty for retribution, like that of the
u }:‘ ) "I;i'a‘ ” ; ::-:- £ o

i

. -' ] ;: ':. : rigl - 1
4 -;.-, -:1-'..-_-::'_.- . :,':. ._' o - .. i’ N F 1 : , ,
- . heither root nor branch !
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, he had for a pupil,
ph, the young lady in
Chester. Her father
a better opportunity

and he was happy to
.- He had no expec-
€ver stand 1n a closer relation to him

weeks and months rolled on, and she
g DEC ‘e one of his permanent scholars, not only in Greek,
._*.'-_“,:':'Qtf!et branches as wells in all of them déve]opin o a
that,--won,-his admiration. At the same time her
'r and moral qualities im pressed him, and the

~ lmpres ' iro to month. The result
1S connection with the school, that a
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mutual attachment grew up between them, and she engaged

-~ to become his wife when he had completed his course of study,
© * and was settled. He was twenty-two years of age, and Miss

t= = Rudolph was one year his junior.

g This was one of the most important steps that James
* had taken, and it proved to be one of the most fortunate
- Those who prophesied that the engagement would interfere

¢ with his studies did not fully understand or appreciate the

. solidity of his character nor the inflexibility of his purpose.
. Such love affairs are often deprecated because so many

~ young men allow them to interfere with their life-purpose,

- thus disclosing weakness and puerile ideas. With James
- the love affair became an aid to the controlling purpose of

.~ his life, and at the same time, served to refine his coarser

. qualities by passing them through the fire of a pure and

kY

i

. exalted passion. True love is sweeter and higher than the

B
i’

- brightest talents, and when its pure and elevating influence
+  refines the latter they shine with a fairer lustre than ever.
* This was eminently true of James.

=

= Notwithstanding James was so bashful and retiring when

I r by :;Ir.-

ir,..ﬁhf: first went to Chester to commence his studies, he became
*  one of the most social and genial students at Hiram. He

;{f{was the life of the social circle. Unlike many ripe students,
i whose minds are wholly absorbed in their studies, he could

L

" -
itk s

= unbend himself, and enter into a social occasion with zest,

~ bringing his talents, his acquisitions, his wit and humour, to

“‘T'_

.

» contribute to the enjoyment of all. The lady in lllinois,
= from whom we have twice quoted, says on this point :
* " “During the month of June the entire school went in

. carriages to their annual grove-meeting, at Randolph, some
& twenty-five miles away. On this trip he was the life of
& the party, occasionally bursting out in an eloquent strain at
" sight of a bird, or a trailing vine, or a venerable giant of
;: forest. He would repeat poetry by the hour, having a
. very retentive memory.”

i+ The reader learns from this, that it was not * small
& talk,” nor mere slang and folly, that he contributed to a

. 1

& social time, but sensible, instructive material. Ie had no

.
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dmpathy for, or patience with, young men who dabbled in
P ly or trifling conversation and acts, to entertain associates.
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. 224  LOG-CABIN TO WHITE HOUSE.

To him it was evidence of such inherent weakness and
- absence of common sense that it aroused his contempt.
.~ One who was intimate with him in social gatherings at
~ Hiram makes a remark that discloses an important element
By of his popularity. *‘ There was a cordiality 1in his disposi-
- tion which won quickly the favour and esteem of others.
. He had a happy habit of shaking hands, and u{ould‘ give a
- hearty grip, which betokened a kind-hearted feelmg: for-.all.™
¢ = The same writer says, what confirms the foregoing state-
- ments respecting his recognized abilities, ““In those days,
- both the faculty and pupils were in the habit of calling him
- ‘the second Webster,’ and the remark was common, * He will
#’”‘“ ~ fill the White House yet.” ”

- There was one branch of the fine arts that he pursued,
- to gratify a taste in that direction, which should receive a
~ passing notice. It was mezzotint drawing. IHe became
- so proficient in the art that he was appointed teacher of the
~ same. The lady from whom we have quoted was one of his
¢ pupils, and she writes :—

= “One of his gifts was that of mezzotint drawing, and
- he gave instruction in this branch. I was one of his pupils
~in this, and have now the picture of a cross, upon which
~ he did some shading and put on the finishing touches. Upon
i the margin is written, in the hand of the noted teacher, his
i own name and his pupil’s. There are, also, two other
i drywings, one of a large European bird on the bough of a
t  tree, and the other a church-yard scene in winter, done by
i him at that time.” '

- Tl‘gus' the versatility of his talents, enforced by his in-
i tense application, appeared to win in almost any undertaking.
Without his severe application, his versatility would not
g ,hgve__ availed much, He reduced that old maxim thoroughly
f to practice, ‘““Accomplish, or never attempt,” because his

L LE:
L »

ﬁ»applrcatmn was invincible. Here was the secret of his success
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.'fj;;'f;'-;;,;,;g-:é_m.._teaching-—-—-—-just as good a teacher as scholar. Before the

i completion of his academic course the trustees made his
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{  success a subject of serious consideration.

.-l"-n'_:h.,l’ ;

& *““We must secure his return to Hiram as soon as he gets

ﬁfﬁmngh college,” said the chairman. ‘‘ He will make a popular
- and successful professor.” e XA
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“That 1s true,” replied another trustee. “In what
department would you put him ?”

“Any department that is open. He will fill any posi-
~ tion admirably. 1 have noticed that when we conclude that
- he s particularly suited to one position, he soon Surprises us
- by filling another equally well.”

*“1t will certainly be for the popularity of the school to
- install him over a prominent professorship here,” added the
. chairman; ‘and 1 dare say it will be agreeable to his
B feclings.”
~ The subject was not dropped here. Both the principal and
- chairman of the board interviewed James upon the subject ;
& and when he left the Institute for college, it was well under-
- stood that he would return at the close of his college course.
T o The present president of the institution says :—
= ““1shall not here speak of him as a teacher further than

;<A _-I_;I:‘_,"t‘- o . . .
- tosay, in two years’ service he had demonstrated his great

~ ability in that capacity, had won the hearts of the students

- generally, and had wrought in the minds of the school
. authorities the conviction that his further services would be
- indispensable on his return from college.”

d_‘:rh' i "

e On his success as a teacher, when preparing for college,

* the lllinois lady who was his pupil writes :—

. “He was a most entertaining teacher—ready with illus-
. )

& trations, and possessing, in a marked degree, the power of
i

,_;;ékciting the interest of the scholars, and afterwards making
£ clear to them the lessons. In the arithmetic class there

H-r

.~ were ninety pupils, and I cannot recollect a time when there
& Wwas any flagging in the interest. There were never any
. Cases of unruly conduct, or a disposition to shirk. With
. scholars who were slow of comprehension, or to whom
. Tecitations were a burden, on account of their modesty or
g reunng disposition, he was specially attentive, and by
. encouraging words and gentle assistance would manage to

"y i

. Put all at their ease, and awaken in them a confideuce in
~ themselves,”

" .'I-::.Eﬂ-:‘ fp\'.' L !

e A leading lawyer of Cleveland, Ohio, Hon. J. H.

¥

. Rhodes, referring to his connection with the school, at the

3 1" [ -
1

~ time James was studying and teaching, in a public assembly,
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“ | remember a circumstance that had much to do with
my remaining at Hiram. [ was a little houw-swlj:, ::.nu'l one
day I went into the large hall of Lhe_ college building, and
the tall, muscular, tow-headed man in charge there, who
was teaching algebra, came up to me, and, seeing a cloud
over myv face, threw his arms about me in an ardent way.
Immediately the home-sickness disappeared. The tow-
headed man has not so much bair to-day as he had then.

.~ Hard knocks in public life have uprooted a heap of his
; hair'”*
.~ “Going to Bethany College, I suppose?” remarked the

~ principal to him. That was the college established by

Alexander Campbell, founder of the sect called Disciples.

. “I had intended to go there until recently,” James
~ answered. |
. “What has changed your purpose ? That college is of our
- denomination, you know.”

.~ “Yes, I know; but I have been thinking that it might
~ be better for me to enlarge my observation by going beyond
.. ‘our sect.”

- *“That may be; you want more room, do you ? 4
~ “] know the Disciples Church pretty well. Perhaps I
- had better know something outside of it. It seems narrow
.~ to me to tie myself down to the limits of my own denomi-
- nation. Besides, will it not be of real value to me to connect
- myself with a New England college?”
- ‘““‘Perhaps so; I agree with you in the mamn; too con-
~ tracted a sphere will not be well for you. That 1dea 1s
- well worth considering. You will be quahfied to enter
;Fcniiege two years in advance; at least, you can enter some
o ,'ﬂqlledgfg two years in advance. What college have you in
. mmnd: -
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- *“I bave not decided upon any particular one yet. I am
- gomg to write to Yale College, Williams College, and
| Brown University, stating the ground I have been over, and
- wquinng whether I can enter Junior, learning the expense,
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* and other things.”
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g ‘That is a good plan. Then you will know definitely
Vo ke

e to go, and you can prepare accordingly.”
~ James did write to the presidents of Yale College, New
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* Haven, Ct,, Williams College, Williamstown, Mass., and to
~ the president of Brown University, Providence, R.1., also :
.~ and each one of the presidents replied to his inquiries. The
¢~ substance of the answers, together with his decision, may be
© learned from a letter James wrote to a friend one week before
= he started for college, as follows :—

i “There are three reasons why I have decided not to go
*  to Bethany: First, the course of study is not so extensive
& or thorough as in eastern colleges; second, Bethany leans
© too heavily toward slavery; third, I am the son of Disciple
= parents, and one myself, and have had but little acquaintance
.~ with people of other views, and having always lived in the
& west, I think it will make me more liberal, both in my
'fi:fre'ligious and general views and sentiments, to go into a new
& circle, where I shall be under new influences. These con-
¢ siderations led me to conclude to go to some New England
%ipllege. I therefore wrote to t_he presidents of Brown
= University, Yale, and Williams, setting forth the amount of
& study I had done, and asking how long 1t would take me to
. finish their course.

e |
i ¥
"

= ““Their answers are now before me. All tell me I can

& graduate in two years. They are all brief, business notes,

"

~ but President Hopkins concludes with this sentence: *If
,'-.y_ou come here we shall be glad to do what we can for you.
o Other things being so nearly equal, this sentence, which

s s

. seems to be a kind of friendly grasp of the hand, has settled
& the question for me. I shall start for Wilhams next
5 * eek.” _ :

& James always did like to have people carry their hearts 1n
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“their hands, as he did; and Dr. Hopkins came so near to it

- that he put his heart into his pen, when he wrote, and James
~ accepted his hearty hand-shake. ;
= “How is it, James, about funds ? You cannot have

g

~ enough money laid up for your college expenses.” His
* brother said this to him several weeks before he closed his
" studies at Hiram, just at the time when James was rt:v_o]v-
 1ng the subject with some anxiety. True, he had trusted to
B Providence so much, and Providence had provided for him
& S0 unexpectedly at times, and so generously always, that he
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- was disposed to trust for the wherewithal to pay expenses
%::n ._ :
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i college, His brother's question was timely  He always
thought that Providence managed the affair,
- “No, I have not more than half enough,” James replied ;
- “buat I shall teach in the winter, and perhaps I can find some
Kind of labour to perform in term time. 1 always have been
able to pay my way."

“But if you enter two years in advance I would not
- advise you to labour in term-time. You will have enough
= Wwdo.” "
s ** How can I pay my way unless I do work ?

*1 will loan you money to meet your expenses ¢

“* And wait long enough for me to pay it 2 ”
~ “Yes. When you get through college you can teach, and
it will not take you long to pay the debt.”

suppose | should die; where will you get your pay 2"

** That is my risk.” :

. "It ought not to be your risk. It is not right that you
~ should lose the money on my account.”

e S“11isif I consent to it.”

- "It occurs to me,” continued James, after a pause, * that
- I can arrange it in this way. You can loan me the money,

- and I will get my life insured for five hundred dollars. This

- will protect you in case of my death.”

~ "1 wll agree to that, if it suits you any better,”

& “Well, it does, I shall be satisfied with that method ; and

I shall be relieved of some anxiety, I want to make my two

EL . yearaIn colle}e the most profitable of any two years of my

. course of study.”

e _James took out an nsurance upon his life, and when he

- carned 1t to his brother he remarked :—
g U X T live 1 shall pay you, and if I die you will suffer no
5 lomss.”

- What James accomplished during the three years he was at

- Hiram Institute, may be briefly stated thus :—-

o _._’;?_he usual preparatory studies, requiring four years,

~ together with the studies of the first two years in college—the

- studies of six years in all—he mastered in three years. At the |
qﬁme time he paid his own bills by janitor and carpenter work,

lﬂﬂ teaching, and, in addition, laid up a small amount for
_ College expenses, |
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XXI.
IN COLLEGE,

At the close of the summer term at Williams College

candidates for admission, who presented themselves, were

examined.  James presented himself to Dr. Hopkins very
different, in his personal appearance, from the well-worded
and polished letter that he wrote to him. One describes
him *“ As a tall, awkward youth, with a great shock of light
hair, rising nearly erect from a broad, high forehead, and an
open, kindly, and thoughtful face, which showed no traces
of his long study with poverty and privation.” His dress
was thoroughly western, and very poor at that. It was
evident to Dr. Hopkins that the young stranger before him
did not spend much time at his toilet; that he cared more
for an education than he did for dress. Of course Dr,
Hopkins did not recognize him.

“My name 1is Garfield, from Ohio,” said James.
That was enough, Dr. Hopkins recalled the capital letter
which the young man wrote. His heart was in his hand
at once, and he repeated the cordial hand-shake that James
lelt when he read in the doctor's letter, *“ 1If you come here,
we shall be glad to do what we can for you.” James felt
at home at once. It was such a kind, fatherly greeting,
that he felt almost as if he had arrived Aome. le never
had a natural father whom he could remember, but now he
had found an intellectual father, sure, and he was never
happier in his life. Yet a reverential awe possessed his
soul as he stood before the president of the college, whose
massive head and overhanging brow denoted a giant n
intellect. James was perfectly satisfied that he had come to
the right place now; he had no wish to be elsewhere. He
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had read Dr. Hopkins's Lectures on the ‘* Evidences of
Christianity,” and now the author impressed him just as the
book did when he read it. The impression of grea/ness was
uppermost, e

p})ames passed the examination without any Lllﬂml}lt}f.
and was admitted to the Junior class. Indeed, his examina-
tion was regarded as superior. He was qun!iﬁ:::d to stand
abreast with the Juniors, who had speunt Freshman and
Sophomore years in the colleges. And this fact 1llustrates
the principle of thoroughness, for which we have said James
was distinguished. In a great measure he had been his
own teacher in the advanced studies that he must master
in order to enter the Junior class; yet he was {horoughly
prepared. Y

“You can have access to the college hbrary 1if you
remain here during the summer vacation,” said Dr. Hopkins
to him. *“ If you enjoy reading, you will have a good oppor-
tunity to indulge your taste for at.” '
~ | shall remain here during vacation, and shall be thank-
ful for the privilege of using the library,” answered James.
““1 have not had the time to read what 1 desire, hitherto,
as I have had to labour and teach, to pay my bills. It will
“be a treat fdr me to spend a few weeks in reading, with

- nothing else to do.”

Dr. Hopkins gave him excellent advice, and words of
encouragement, not only for vacation, but for term time
as well; and James found himself revelling among books
within a few days. lle had never seen a library of such
dimensions as that into which he was now introduced, and

- his voracious mental appetite could now partake of a
- ‘““square meal.,” One of the authors whom he desired to
- know was Shakespeare. He had read only such extracts
- from his writings as he had met with in other volumes.
_'Th_erefore he took up a volume containing Shakespeare’s
- enuire works with peculiar satisfaction. He read and
- studied it, studied and read it, committing portions of it to
- memory, and fairly made the contents of the book his own,
- His great familiarity with the works of Shakespeare dates

2 .

..I-,,

- from that period. Certain English poets, also, he read and
- studied, for the first time; and he committed a number of
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poems to memory. Works of fiction he rejected, from
principle. When he joined the Disciples’ Church he resolved
to read no novels. s decision was in accordance with the
practice of that Church. On the whole, that vacation in the
college hbrary was a very profitable one to James. It was
just what he needed after so many years of hard study in the
sciences and classics.

It was well for him, too, to be relieved from the strain
of study and pecuniary support, that had taxed him heavily
¢ from the outset. He had no carpenter's job on hand, or
.~ class to teach for his support. For exercise, the beauty and
¢ grandeur of the scenery lured him into the fields and overlg
- the mountains. The wild, mountainous country around
presented a striking contrast with the leyel, monotonous
landscape of the Western Reserve. He enjoyed explorations
- of the region; chimbing Greylock to its summit that he
~  mght take in the view, plunging into forests, and ranging
- fields, until the country for miles around was almost as

familiar to him as Orange township, Ohio. By the time the

college term opened he was as famihiar with the locality as
any of the students. |
2 ‘“ Hill, what do you think of that westerner 7" said one of
& the juniors to his classmate, Hill, a few days after the term
= began. *“ Got acquainted with him?"
g . ‘‘Not exactly ; haven’t had time yet. Have you?”

‘“ A hittle acquainted ; not much, though.”

‘““ He is not a slave to the fashions, I conclude ;" alluding
= to his uncouth dress. -

- “No; he gives tailors a wide berth, in my judgment: but
* he is none the worse for that. Put him into a tasty garb, and
~ he would be a splendid looking fellow.”
& “That’s so: but neither his character nor scholarship
. would be improved by the change. 1f dress would improve
* these, some of our fellows would patronize tailors more than
.~ butchers, a great deal.” |
£ “I think I shall like him, judging from a slight acquaint-
© ance. A little western in his speech.”

F4 ‘. .f.- "‘ ! '-'u';'_f!"-'

© “Western provincialisms 7 ”
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& ‘“Yes; though not bad. Evidently he is one of the
- fellows who will go through thick and thin to acquire an
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education. These must be considerable to him, or he never
could enter a New England college two years in advance,
especially if he prepared at the west.” i

“Do you know where, in the west, he fitted for college 2™

*“ At a httle place on the Western Reserve somewhere ; an
academy that belongs to a sect called Disciples. 5o one of
the boys says.”

“Disciples! 1 never heard of that sect before, except the
one in New Testament times. A disciple will work 1n well
here; ” trying to be humourous. |

This conversation shows quite well the circumstances in

_ which James was brought into contact with the students.
“ That they should scrutimize his apparel and appearance 1s
not strange. James expected that, and the thought caused
him some embarrassment. He knew very well that his dress
must appear shabby to young men who consulted tailors, and
that his speech was marred by provincialisms that must sound
queerly to them. So he very naturally dreaded the introduc-
tion to college life. Yet he proved as much of a philosopher
here as elsewhere, and made the best of the situation, He
was happily disappointed in his intercourse with students. He
found no pride or caste among them. They treated him
kindly, and gave him a hearty welcome to their companion-
ship. Within a few weeks he ranked among the <**best
fellows” of the college. The college boys soon found that
the “ Great West” had turned out a great scholar: that the
student who had the least to do with tailors was a rare fellow ;
and they treated him accordingly. James never had any
~reason to complain of his treatment by the faculty and
students of Williams College. :
- *“He is one of the most accurate scholars 1 ever knew,”
e o said Hill to Leavitt, some weeks after James entered college ;
e *““he never misses anything, and he never fails to answer a
# s . * -q;llEStiOI] i
e That 1s because he knows it all,” replied Leavitt. * He
i -?;a"_ve me some account of his methods of study in preparing

- g

. for college. He did it all himself, pretty much. He sticks
- 1o anything until he understands it fully; that gives him

L
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. the advantage now. He is one of the best-read students
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I;-I__;%-cqngge, and all. th_a_t he ever read is at his tongue’s end.”
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““ He showed 7kal/ in the debate last Saturday,” continued
Hill.  ““ His ability as a debater is superior ; nobody in this
college can compete with him.” Reference was here made to
a debate 1n the Philologian society of the college. '

“A born speaker, I think., It is just as easy for him to
speak as it is to recite ; and that is easy enough.”

“1 predict,” continued Hill, “that he will stand at the
head of our class, notwithstanding he entered two years in
advance.”

“It looks so now. “All signs fail in a dry time,” it is said,
but the signs certainly point way.”

That these young men were not partial, or mistaken, in
their estimate of James, is evident from the following com-
munication, penned by a classmate, after the lapse of
twenty-five years :

“In a class of forty or more he immediately took a stand
~above all others for accurate scholarship in every branch,
but particularly distinguishing himself as a writér, reasoner,
and debater. IHe was remarkable for going to the bottom
of every subject which came before him, and seeing and
. presenting 1t in entirely a new light. " His essays written at
- that time, not of the commonplace character too common in

.~ college compositions, can even now be read with pleasure

and admiration. While an indefatigable worker, he was by

-~ Nno means a bookworm or recluse, but one of the most com-
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panionable of men, highly gifted, and entertaining in conver-
sation, ready to enjoy and give a joke, and having a special
faculty for drawing out the knowledge of those with whom
he conversed, thus enriching his own stock of information
from the acquirements of others. liven then he showed
that magnetic power, which he now exhibits in a remarkable

i degree in public life, of surrounding himself with men of
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various talents, and of employing each to the best advantage
in his sphere. When questions for discussion arose in the
college societies, Garfield would give each of his allies a
point to investigate; books and documents from all the
libraries would be overhauled ; and the mass of facts thus
‘obtained being brought together, Garfield would analyze the
- whole, assign each of the associates his part, and they would
80 into the battle to conquer. He was always in earnest,
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and persistent in carrying his point, often against apparently
insurmountable obstacles; and in college election contests
(which are often more intense than national elections) he
was always successful.”

James had taxed himself so long to his utmost capacity
by advanced and extra studies, crowding six years labour
into three, that it was easy for him now to lead his class.
He added German to the regular studies of the college,
and he became so proficient in it within one year that he
could converse considerably in the language. But all this
was little labour in comparison with his work at Hiram.
He found much time to read, and to engage in the sports
of the Campus. The latter he enjoyed with a keen relish ; no
one entered into them more heartily than he did. His
college mates now recall with what enthusiasm he partici-
pated 1n their games. This was indispensable for his health
now, as he had no labour with plane or hammer: to
perform.

“The ““Williams Quarterly” was a magazine supported
by the college. James took great interest in it, and his
compositions frequently adorned its pages, both prose and
poetry. The following was from his pen in 1854 —

“AUTUMN.

**Old Autumn, thou art here! Upon the earth

And in the heavens the signs of death are hung ;

For o'er the earth’s brown breast stalks pale decay, !

And 'mong the lowering clouds the wild winds wail,

And sighing sadly, shout the solemn dirge

O’er Summer’s fairest flowers, all faded now.

The Winter God, descending from the skies,

Has reached the mountain tops, and decked their brows
L With glittering frosty crowns, and breathed his breath
Among the trumpet pines, that herald forth

' | His coming,

“* Before the driving blast

g LThe mountain oak bows down his hoary head,
IR And flings his withered locks to the rough gales
B That fiercely roar among his branches bare,
© I e Uplifted to the dark, unpitying heavens,

B The skies have put their mournin g garments on,
e And bung their funeral drapery on the clouds.
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o Dead Nature soon will wear her shroud of snow, i A
k- And lie entombed in Winter’s icy grave! e
“ ‘Thus passes life. As heavy age comes on | '-

-;, f he Joys of youth-—bright beauties of the Spring— e ,,,’f‘:’*
Grow dim and faded, and the Jong, dark night Gl ok
g - Of death’s chill winter comes. But as the Spring = e
. Rebuilds the ruined wrecks of Winter’s waste, BT
o And cheers the gloomy earth with {ﬂnuﬁ light, SR
So o’er the tomb the star of hope shall rise, G s
o And usher in an ever-during day.” S ,"%
. Garfije}d, u._rhat arc you going to do with yourself this va- j

cation ?” inquired Bolter, just as the fall term was closing. R

«1 am considering that question now. How should I make oy

it teaching penmanship, do you think 7" %

« You would do well at it; and the vacation is long enough 3

for you to teach about ten lessons.” _
James was a good penman, for that day, and he had taken

charge of a writing-class in school, for a time. The style
of his penmanship would not be regarded with favour now r
by teachers in that department; nevertheless, it was a broad, ¥
clear, business style, that country people, at least, were then H

pleased with. |
« Think 1 could readily get a class?” continued James.

« No doubt of it.  Strike right out into the country, aimost
anywhere, and you will find the way open.”

“] am quite inclined to take a trip into New Hampshire to
cee what 1 can do. 1 have some distant relatives there: my
mother was born there.”

« Well, if you go where your mother was born you will not _
be likely to get into bad company, though there is enough

of it in New Hampshire.” -
“ Acquainted there 2 ”
« As much as I want to be.
slavery democracy there for me but
their penmanship awfully, Garfield.

your business.” _ | | o
The conversation proceeded 1n a kind of semi-jovial way

until the bell rang for recitation. The upshot was that
James opened a writing-school 1n Pownal, Vermont, instead
of in New Hampshire. He met with some party who
directed his steps to this small town, where he taught a

There is too much of the pro- _
they need to improve |
It won't interfere with
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large class in penmanship, in the village school-house. It
proved a profitable venture 10 him, both financially and
socially He added quite a httle sum to his private treasury,
besides making many warm friends and enlarging the sphere
of his observation and experience. -
~ As he spent the next winter vacation in New York State,

we may relate the circumstances here. He went to Poes-
- tenkill, a country village about six miles f!‘Ol‘l:l Txoy: NU¥s,
~ where there was a Disciples’ Church, over which a preacher
by the name of Streeter was settled. Here he opened a
school of penmanship, thereby earning a few dollars, in addi-

tion to paying his expenses. His efforts in the religious
'~ conference meeting were so marked that the pastor I_IWHEEd
" him to occupy his pulpit on the Sabbath; and the mvitation
. was accepted. Having preached once, the people demanded
that he should preach again; and he did. It was the common
opinion that ‘‘he would become the most renowed preacher
in the Disciples’ Church,” no one doubting that he was ex-

© pecting to fill the sacred office.

~ James became acquainted with several of the teachers
~ and school committee at I'roy, and when he was there one
 day, Rev. Mr: Brooks, one of the committee, surprised him
# Py saying, |

& “We have a vacancy in the high-school, and I would

= like to have you take the situation. It is an easy place, and

I
- -
J--ll- i a0
-] J =
.3 I g

. agood salary of twelve hundred dollars.”

& “You want me to begin now, I suppose ?”

& “¥Yes; next week the term begins.”

& I should be obliged to relinquish the idea of graduating
& at Williams.” |

= “That would be necessary, of course; and perhaps that may

}‘? '.r'

e
L

@ be best for you.” -

& *“No; it seems best for me to graduate, at any rate ; that

- has been my strong desire for several years, and to abandon

i the purpose now, when I am just on the eve of realizing my

+ hopes, would be very unwise.” _

= “You understand your own business best,” continued Mr.
- Brooks; but we should be very glad to employ you, and only
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““There is another difficulty in the way,” James r‘-‘aPl AR

I feel under some obligations to Hiram Institute, where I"' 5

- prepared for college. There was no bargain with me, and yet
the trustees expect me to return, and take a position as teacher.

That is a young institution, struggling to live, and 1 have a
desire to give my small influence to it.” | ,.
~ “You neced not decide to-day; think of it longer ; you may
view the matter differently after a little thought,” Mr, Brooks
urged.

“No; I may just as well decide now. Your offer is a
tempting one; I could soon pay my debts on that salary.

I cannot expect any such salary at Hiram, and 1 thank you

.~ with all my heart for the offer. But my ambition has been to

win an honourable diploma at an Eastern college, and then

!fi‘-.i;f‘f." ~ devote my energies to the institute that has done so much for
© me. I must decline your alluring offer.”

~ James arrived at this decision quickly, because accepting.
 the offer would interfere with the accomplishment of the great
- purpose of his life. He had no difficulty, at any time, in
rejecting any proposition that came between him and a

© . collegiate education.

His refusal of the tempting offer was the more remark-

= able because he was in straitened circumstances at the
= time. His brother, who had promised to loan him money,

had beécome embarrassed, so that further aid from that

quarter was out of the question. le needed a new suit of
& clothes very much, but he had not the money to purchase
* them. One of his friends in Poestenkill, krowing this, went

B said:

to a tailor of his acquaintance in Troy, Mr. P. S. Haskell, and

““We have a young man in our village, a rare fellow, whols

E":.;?Ipoor, but honest, and he wants a suit of clothes _Ilf?. 1S
~ struggling to go through Williams College, and finds 1t hard
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sleddin’. Can you do anything for him 7~ ‘
~ “Yes: 1am willing to help such a young man to a sui of

B Glothes. 1 will let him have a suit of clcthes on credit,” the
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tailor replied, promptly.

' * . - ! -
& ‘“You will get every cent of your pay in lime, ['m sure of
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that. The young man preaches some now, and he preaches
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28 LOG-CABIN TO WHITE HOUSE.

“ What is his name /"

“ James A, Garfield. His homeis in Ohio.”

- " Well, send him along.”

% On the following day James called upon the tailor,

/ frankly told him his circumstances, and promised to pay him

" for the clothes as early as possible. He could not fix the
date.

- “Very well,” said Mr. Haskell, who was thoroughly pleased

“with James's appearance. * lTake your own time; don't

- worry yourself about the debt. Go on with your education ;

-~ and when you have some money that you have no other use

- for, pay me.” James got his suit of clothes, returned to

- college, and paid the debtin due time, to the entire satisfaction

& . ol the tailor.

- After returning to college, James looked about for

~ pecumiary relief. Debts on his second year had already

- accumulated, and now it was certain that he would receive

- no loans to meet them from his brother. He thought of |

- the cordial and friendly doctor who examined him about six

“ years before, and encouraged him to acquire an education,
i

;f-—-Dr J. P. Robison, now of Cleveland, Ohio. He sat
f’ﬁ%*dmvn and wrote to the jolly doctor, stating his pressing
. wants and future purposes, telling him of his life insurance,

r;rl‘"r L

- and of his expected connection with Hiram Institute as
;eacher. when he would be able to liguidate the debt. It is
~ enough to say that Dr. Robison cheerfully loaned him the
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-~ describe it. Imagination cannot exaggerate the satisfaction

- 18 mother found in meeting her son again, so near the

| mtry, where she had come to think his field of usefulness

L i il be found.

g hcollege éames‘s anti-slavery sentiments grew stronger,
_;ble: harles Sumner was in Congress, dealing heavy
W gainst slavery, assailing the fugitive-slaye bill with great

ﬂ' Ind effect, claiming that “freedom is national, and

mutual joy it occasioned much better than we can
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. slavery sectional,” denouncing the *“crime against Kansas " ji
o T . . '_.-' gl ¢
S and losing no opportunity to expose the guilt and horrors of
- Southern bondage. Outside of Congress he made speeches
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urging that the Whig party should attack and overthrow
American slavery, James admired the fearless, grand-:'ﬁ'f‘i”’:‘-‘fﬁ'
public career of Sumner, and also despised the criminal
- support the Democratic party gave to slavery, and the
truckling, timid, compromising course of the leaders of the
Whig party. Then, in the fall of 18gs, John Z. Goodrich, o
who was a member of Congress from Western MassachusettS, g
delivered a political address in Williamstown upon the .
history of the Kansas-Nebraska struggle, and the efforts of =
.~ the handful of Republicans then in Congress to defeat the
~ Missouri compromise. James was profoundly impressed by
= the facts and logic of that speech, and he said to a class-mate,
. on leaving the hall:
. “This subject is new to me; I am going to know all
L about it.”
= He sent for documents, studied them thoroughly, and
.~ was fully prepared to join the new Republican party, and
~ the nomination of John C. Fremont for President of the
& United States. The students called a meeting in support of

8

. Fremont, and James was invited to address them. The

il
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= scope and power of his speech, packed with facts and history,
+ showed that he had canvassed the subject with his accus-
& tomed ability, and even his classmates, who knew him so
- well, were surprised.

& “The country will hear from him yet, and slavery
= will get some hard knocks from him,” remarked a class-
B mate.

& Just afterwards the country was thrown into the greatest
& excitement by the cowardly attack of Preston Brooks, of
* South Carolina, upon Charles Sumner. Enraged by his
.~ attacks upon slavery, and urged forward, no doubt, by
* Southern ruffians, Brooks attacked him with a heavy cane
» while Sumner was writing at his desk in the United States
. Senate. Brooks intended to kill him on the spot, and his
~ villainous purpose was nearly accomplished.

& On receipt of the news at Williams College the students
~ called an indignation meeting, at which James, boiling over
et 15
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& .0 LOG-CABIN TO WHITE HOUSE.

~ withindignant remonstrance against such an outrage, delivered
~ the most telling and powe@ul speech that had fallen frf::m
- his lips up to that time. !‘115 fellow-students listened with
* wonder and admiration. Lhey were so uomplqtely charmed
gt by his fervour and eloquence that t:hey- sat in breathless
.\ aftention until he closed, when their loud applause rang
~  through the building, repeated again and again in the wildest
”‘3&. ~enthusiasm. . & ;

. “The uncompromising foe to slavery!” exclaimed one of
g o his admirers.

'~ «(Old Williams will be prouder of her student than she is
~ to-day, even,” remarked another. . e
E’" - And many were the w rds of surprise and gratification
- expressed, and many of the prophecies concerning the future
~ renown of young Garfield. | ‘_
» We said that James rejected fiction from his reading,
~ on principle. When about half through his college course
.~ he found that his mind was suffering from excess of solid
. food. Mental dyspepsia was the consequence. IHis mind
- was not assimilating what he read, and was losing its power
= of application. He was advised to read fiction moderately.
~_ “Romance is as valuable a part of intellectual food as salad
- of adinner. In its place, its discipline to the mind is equal
P to that of science in its place.” He finally accepted the
- theory, read one volume of fiction each month, and soon
~ found his mind returning to its former elasticity. Some of
~ the works of Walter Scott, Cooper, Dickens, and Thackeray,
~ not to mention others, became the cure of his mental malady.
¥ = His method of taking notes in reading was systematically
¥ = continued in college.  Historical references, mythological
= allusions, technical terms, and other things, not well under-

3wgd at the time, were noted, and afterwards looked up in

~ the library, so that nothing should remain doubtful or obscure

L A
~  in his mind. “The ground his mind traversed he carefully
qErﬁg¢:14=:.1lrt=.-d and ploughed before leaving it for fresh fields.”

- James graduated in 1856, bearing the honours of his
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- class. Dr. Hopkins had established the ¢ metaphysical
%  oration” as the highest honour at Commencement, and

©  James won it, by the universal consent of the faculty and
In the petform_anrc#e of his part at Commence-




