The Archbishop of Goa. 199

Pa:d signed the excommunication through fear of the
Jomt.rcvenge of the Archbishop and the Rajah of

k Cochin, but that he would rather die than consent to
& change his old religion for Popery, that he clearly saw
that the Archbishop of Goa wished to make himself
Primate of all India, but that he hoped all the Syrian
Christians would resist even to the death.” A
tremulous shout was the answer to this address. “We
 would die sooner than yield” rang a thousand times
inthe air, and struck terror into the hearts of all the
~ Portuguese, except the Archbishop himself. His
: :Mc-stricken attendants implored him to seek safety
_in flight, upbraiding him with his rashness; but he
aly replied that he did not repent of a single step,
that so far from retreating to Cochin he would
ce to Paru. At this little metropolis, the
n nobility had made great preparations for the
of the Portuguese Primate, but, hearing of
ct at Vaipacotta, their rage knew no bounds ;
down their triumphal arches, and received
~stern looks and fully armed. Alexis de
sal to the occasion. Affecting not to
of the citizens, he went straight
borne before him. There an
i itself, The sacred
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daunted, the Archbishop, to prevent a collision, sent
all his guards on board, retaining but two priests to
assist in the service. Then, calmly robing himself in
his pontificals, he blessed the congregation, and
preached for an hour and a half. All listened in
respectful silence, till he invited them to submit to
confirmation. Then their suppressed fury burst forth,
and they called out tumultuously, “ We will never be
confirmed by you—confirmation is no Sacrament of
Christ's—we will not be slaves—you shall never touch
our beards or our wife’s faces. Go home to your
Portuguese and let us alone, if you continue to plague
us, it will cost you dear,” and much more to the same
purpose. This storm produced no effect on the
preacher. Quietly sitting down, he pursued his
subject ; but when they refused to listen he rose up,
~and, advancing firmly, crozier in hand, he exclaimed,

Wmnee, tﬁat &e doctnne he pmached
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We should utterly exhaust the patience of the
_ reader if we were to insist on his following the Arch-
i P bishop through his visitation. The pages of Gouvea
' are filled with minute accounts of perpetual fencing
between the Primate and the Syrian Archdeacon, each
endeavouring to outwit the other. The Asiatic, in
this case, as in many others, was no match for the
European, and the whole history reminds one of the
~ineffectual flutterings of the poor bird to escape from
- the fascinating gaze of the serpent.
" The historian of the “ Jornada” is, however, worthy of
consultation by the student who wishes to enjoy a
mmsque narrative in the curious Portuguese of the
I Century. The English reader may consult
cellor Geddes's equally curious translation, or
more polished English of Hough's Paraphrase

" the events that preceded the Synod of
wﬁdng only such mcndents as serve to

rs that he encountered in sub-
e Roman obedience. Failing,
he set out for Mangate,

danger from
m(;onm
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and his Jesuit copyists ;! but La Croze doubts  the
stories as inconsistent with the character of the
Christians, who could easily have dispatched the
Archbishop on many occasions, had they felt so
disposed. During the night, the Primate’s barge
conducted him to Cheguree in the kingdom of Cochin,
where he found the church door shut against him.?
He waited patiently till sunset, and then ordered his
servants to force open the doors that he might pray
at the altar. His visit to Cheguree being thus fruit-
less, his friends implored him to proceed no further in
his visitation, but he answered resolutely “ That their
remonstrance, though kindly meant, was in vain, that
he was determined to complete his visitation, even if
he should travel alone thmum the diocese ; that
‘he was not only Metropo itan of India, but the

- Violent measures
!ﬁght success ; and
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passed under review.! Of course, the infallibility and
supremacy of the Roman Pontiff were stoutly main-
tained by one side, and as stoutly denied by the
other. The disputants came at last to this agreement,
that as soon as possible a Synod should be convened
~ to settle the points under discussion, that meantime
- Archbishop Menezes should be courteously received
~in their churches and allowed to preach, but that he
MG not perform any episcopal act ; that, further,
deacon George should refrain from exciting the
, and should dismiss his armed escort. This
dat being signed, the rivals parted at Canhur,
‘the Archbishop proceeded to the south on
 1st. On his way, at a castle near Cochin, he
a visit from the Rajah late at night in the
the village priest. The Indian prince came
tate, with a large retinue in shining armour,
by bearers of lanterns and torches. The
nself naked to the waist, with a skirt of
_his head, neck, wrists and ankles in
 studded with the richest jewels? All
nificence had an object, the claim

arms of the King of Portugal,
e Rajah of Cochin. The Primate
’-;.mth_er instrument ready
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for use when wanted, and he promised to obtain the
title in return for service rendered. Next day Menezes
went to church, where he took the first opportunity
of breaking the agreement, for he not only said Mass,

but confirmed the whole congregation.! At Molandurte
the Syrian Christians received him so kindly that he
again broke the convention of Chegurce by confirming
and performing other episcopal acts. This naturally
irritated the Archdeacon, who, justly considering the
compact broken, sent circulars to all the churches to
hold no communion with the Primate. He wrote also
to the Rajahs, warning them of the design of Menezes
to take away their subjects, and make them Portu-
guese vassals. The King of Cochin Ixmk the alarm,

X punished the Christians of Molandurte
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more than two years, he announced his intention of
ordaining on the Saturday before the fifth Sunday in
3 _Lent.l The Archdeacon was naturally astounded at
;. t‘hﬂs intelligence, and wrote to the Primate in the
;.-ngst terms protesting against this flagrant viola-
‘tion of their compact, and declaring that if he
ered in his intention, there was not the slightest
n convening the Synod. The artful Portuguese,
cting the Archdeacon to be as great a hypocrite
elf, replied that nothing should prevent him
ordaining at the time named, nay more, that he
perform all the other functions of a Bishop in
ce to the Papal briefs. The Archdeacon
1 entreating him to limit the ordination to the
The Archbishop’s answer was short, sharp,
e: “ I will ordain both Latins and Syrians,
duty to abolish such distinctions, and
_under one shepherd, the Pope.” The
desperation, wrote again to the Rajahs
ar states, conjuring them to prevent
aggression on civil as well as
The Prince of Cochin, in whose
cially requested the Primate
ily replied,  That though
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he should obey them as sovereigns, he would brook
no interference from infidels in matters of faith.” The
Archdeacon also published an edict prohibiting can-
didates from receiving Roman Orders, and forbidding
the parish priests to hold communion with the
Primate. He sent a special olla! to the Cattanars of
Diamper, ordering them to prevent the threatened
ordination. A popular tumult was the immediate
result.  The Chief Priest went to the Archbishop,
and commanded him instantly to leave the town. The
Primate, unshaken in his resolution, smiled at the
demonstration, and continued his work as if nothing
had been said. The Rajah of Cochin sent a peremptory
order to the Governor of Diamper, to interrupt the
service if attempted ; and the Nairs 2 marched up to
the church, and dashed their shields against the doors
These threats alarmed the
se plored their leader to save his life

sigh
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placed across the threshold of the doors, and a barrier
of bushes formed all around the church! These
measures were just a day too late, Menezes, ever on
th:: a.lert,_suspected the trick, or perhaps had received
private information, for he had collected all the
candidates in the church the night before, and next
morning ordained thirty-seven or thirty-cight of them
after subscription to the creed of Pius 1V, and an
oath of obedience to the Pope® This masterpiece of
policy accomplished, he left Diamper, visited several
churches in the small kingdom of Pimenta; at
Mangalan was in danger, it is said, from the matchlocks
of the Nairs, and reached Carturte, on April 1st, the
Friday before Palm Sunday. On Saturday he said
ss and preached. In the afternoon he sent for

s from Cochin, and on Palm Sunday had High
performed with all the magnificence of a
al service. But the impression produced was

ation but aversion, and the popular resent-
increased by the ejection of the regular
to make way for the Roman, by his
customary offerings, and by his attempt
- auricular confession. A popular tumult
e .‘l‘he Portugl.Iese were insulted in the
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. “ ponnﬁmls, crowned with his mitre, he knelt on the
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streets, and the Archbishop was obliged to shut him-
self up till the storm passed over. One body of the
patriots marched off to the Archdeacon at Augamale,
another went to the Queen’s Palace, six miles off, to
rouse their Sovereign’s indignation against the invaders.
The Rannee immediately sent an officer to order the
Archbishop out of the kingdom in three days on pain
of death. As she could command 30,000 men, the
Prelate thought it expedient to.send away part of his
train, and by dint of representing himself as one of the
Syrian Prelates who had, for 1,500 years, enjoyed the
protection of her ancestors, he felt certain that she
would not carry her threat into execution. He did
not, however, place all his trust in this masterpiece of
dissimulation, but bribed the Governor of Carturte
with a bag of gold to keep a watch round his house.
On Wednesday, in the presence of the Cattanars, he
surprised them by consecrating the holy oils, and still
more by enclosing the Host in a pyx. Robed in his

, washed the feet of the Cattanars, wiped them
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Roman Church. On Easter | .ve, the Primate held a
second ordination, and the same day, Francisco
Rodriguez (contracted Ros), afterwards Bishop of the
Serra, came to pay his respects and preached in the
E: Malabar language. The services of Easter Day were
_1 celebrated with the greatest pomp—processions,
: torches, dances, and every sort of display, sacred and
profane, of which a long account is to be found in
the Chapter XV. of Gouvea’s “Jornada.” On the
evening of the day, the indefatigable Archbishop
~ walked through the straggling streets of Carturte,
~ visiting the sick, and relieving the poor. This com-
pleted the victory, and the author of the “Jornada ”
m ight well say, “Este foy o principio do bem de toda
Christandade, porque foy o primeyro povo que se
ton ao Arcebispo e a Santa Igreja Romana.”!
may dismiss the rest of the Archbishop’s visita-
in a few sentences. He re-visited Malandurte
‘was so coldly received that the church doors
¥ ut against him.? After complaining of the
of the people, and of that of the Rajah of
e succeeded in securing the allegiance of the
The Archdeacon still held out, and
e took place with much the same
went a second time to
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Diamper, and had a violent altercation with the
Premier of Cochin, under the porch of the little
church now so famous. His next determination was
to excommunicate the Archdeacon, whose irresolution
but little fitted him to be the champion of his falling
Church against so powerful an opponent. At last the
Portuguese Prelate received a submissive letter from
the poor Archdeacon, and sent him in reply ten
articles for his subscription. The reader will find
this document fully quoted, but the substance was, of
course, implicit obedience to the Pope and admission
of his infallibility. Twenty days were granted for
consideration of these articles, which the Archbishop
employed in negotiations with the Rajah for troops
to assist him in crushing the Syrians if necessity
should arise.

The result of all this discussion was that the Arch-
deacon went to the Archbishop’s house at Vaipacotta,
knelt down before a crucifix, and swore on the missal
~ to the ten articles and the Profession of Faith. It was

= &m resolved to hold the Synod at Diamper on the

'ﬁﬁ Jum, 2599. m'%d Sunday after Pentecost.

retired to Cranganor, where,
the cele-

S
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We have done our best to condense many a long

chapter in Gouvea, the only original authority, so as

‘to give the reader a connected view of this remarkable
~ visitation, that he may be incited to imbibe more
~ either at the fountain head, or in the various trans-
--'__MQQS, compilations, and paraphrases derived from

- that source.




CHAPTER. VI.

THE SYNOD OF DIAMPER.

““Alexius  Menezius Goae Archiepiscopus Malabarium visitavit 3
Synodum Diamperensem habiut liturgium aliosque Chaldeorum libros
ab erroribus purgavit ; Georgium Archidiaconum, aliosque sive Presby-
teros, sive nobiles viros Chaldaeos Nestorianice heeresi abremuntiare
coegit ; ac preecipue Babylonice Patriarcham anathematizare ; Romanum
autem pontificem, Christi Vicarium et Ecclesice caput agnoscere ; eique
Obedientiam promittere.” —ASSEMANUS,

ON the banks of a small stream
‘ village, of Dxamper‘m SUrroun:
- anddale, and winding rivers.
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with perpetual verdure, and the mout
barren, but covered with forests of pine timber trees,

‘ the teak, jack tree, and others! These woods are

3 filled with the most beautiful creepers, such as the pep-

' per vine, which adds so largely to the commerce of the

country. Cardamums and cassia, frankincense and

aromatic gums, grow abundantly on all sides, while
the graceful coca-nut palms, the areca palm, the sago
palm, add beauty to the picture, and form the pride of
these tropical groves. The view is bounded on the
east by pinnacles of granite, six thousand feet high,
running northward to the Neilgherries, and southward
o Cape Comorin. Diamper lies about fourteen miles
from Cochin on the road to Madura. It was
erly of much greater importance than it is at
been the metropolis of the Syrian
esidence of Beliarté, the last of their
also the palace of the Bishops

itains are not
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The Church of All Saints, to which we wish to con-
duct the reader, stands within a large enclosure of
“compound ” surrounded by a high, dingy, mud wall.
The sacred edifice is large, substantial, and built of a
reddish stone, squared and polished at the quarry, the
front wall being six feet thick.! There is but little to
attract the admirer of church architecture, but the
general effect is good. The roof is high-pitched, the
windows arched, and buttresses support the walls, the
west front has three storeys, an arched door-way in
the centre, three recesses, like built-up windows in the
tier above, and the gables are generally surmounted
by beautiful stone crosses. We may now loek at the
interior. We find a nave and chancel i L tra
septs the eastern '

¥ hmphzmgsoverthe
 the Cathedral of the ¢
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of. thf: church centres in the chancel, containine one
principal altar and two minor ones! The great
altar is ornamented by an exquisitely carved frame-
e work, picked out in colours and gold, and surmounted
a by a cross. The church has two bells, hung within
the building. These are cast in the foundries of the
country, are of a great size, and lettered in Syriac and
Malayalim. *In approaching atown in the evening, I
once heard the sound of the bells among the hills; a
circumstance which made me forget for a moment
that [ was in Hindostan, and reminded me of another
~ country.” ! Such was the scene of this Synod, so fatal
~ to the Church of St. Thomas, so influential for good
~and evil on succeeding missionary enterprises in
: 1the! India.
the gth of June, eleven days before the time
for the meeting, the Archbishop of Goa,
six Jmts, and several of the Syrian
r. His ﬁm act was to hoid a
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were all carefully made, his consultation with the
Cattanars was little else than a complimentary form,
and yet the decrees were brought before the Senate
as the result of a meeting at which the representatives
of the Syrian Church were invited to full and free
deliberation.

The morning of the 2oth of June' dawned upon a
crowded and excited town. The Governor of Cochin,
with a large staff of officers, in the rich costume of the
XVI*™ Century, silk, velvet, and lace, blending in
dazzling colours with polished mail and plumed
helmets, had arrived the evening before. The Dean,
Chapter, and Choir of the Portuguese Church at
Cochin came mtheqaaiofthemnmmmfmt,
and some in the wali-kﬁwn palanquin of the :
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corresponding interest. The Archdeacon, as the chief
dignitary of his Church, came, robed in a splendid

: vestment of dark red silk, a large golden cross hanging
b from his neck, and his beard reaching below his girdle,
‘ He was attended by a hundred and fifty-three of
his Cattanars, clad in their long white vestments, like

~ cassocks with turn-down collars, the ordinary dress
_the officiating vestments being of silk damask,
yellow pattern on a scarlet ground. They all
~ wore that peculiar head-dress of red silk, which
&cy retain even during service, and which bears
tg,shght resemblance to the biretta. Six hundred
sates from the various Malabar Churches, be-
numerous Shumshanas or Deacons, swelled the
s of Syrian representatives to nearly a thousand

memorable third Sunday after Whitsuntide
rch of All Samts in the Bxshopnc of
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belonging to the said Church, and called to the said
Synod by the Most Reverend Metropolitan.!

The little Cathedral was crowded to excess, the
Archbishop, the Archdeacon and dignitaries of both
Churches occupying the sacrarium, the choir and
other officials filling the chancel, the ordinary priests,
deacons, and laity standing in the nave. The Primate
commenced the pro;:eedings with a brief address, in
which he urged the duty of thanking God for the
extinction of all the commotions by which the evil one
had done his best to prevent the assembling of this
Synod. He then went on to say that as they were all
filled with joy at this splendid and crowded meeting,
assembled for the promotion of the glory of God, the
purity of the faith, and the good of their own souls,
it was incumbent upon them to begin ﬂ;empMmt
business of the day, by the mma‘
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Archdc?.co? to participate. He then delivered an
encrgct-lc f.llSCOUI'SC on the usual subject—theobedience
of C.hrlstlans throughout the world to the Roman
Pontiff. Re-assuming his robes, he read the office for
the opening of a Synod,' as in the Roman Pontifical
and then, seating himself in his throne? surroundcc{
by all the authorities, ecclesiastic, military, and civil,
he declared, in a loud voice, that he celebrated this
| Holy Synod in virtue of two briefs of 1595 and 1597,
g from the Holy Father, Pope Clement VIIL, in which
~ his Holiness, as Christ’s Vicar upon earth, had recom-
mended him, on the death of Archbishop Abraham,
to take possession of this Church and Bishopric, so as
to suffer any Bishop or Prelate to come into it
abylon until this diocese shall be provided by
'Roman Church with a proper Pastor ; that,
the same belonged now to him as the
thereof, and Primate of all India,
was vacant, and was without any
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Vicar of the little Church at Pallurte, famed for his
knowledge of Portuguese and Malabar, was unani-
mously \clcctcd, and sworn upon the Holy Gospels
faithi‘til!_\' to discharge the duties of interpreter to the
Holy Synod. For greater security, two assistants
were appointed, Francisco Roz and Antonio Toscano,
Portuguese Jesuits of the College of Vaipacotta,
whose long residence and daily intercourse with the
students had made them proficient in the native
language. Besides these there were many others
present, both Portuguese and Indians, who
thoroughly competent to check any attempt a
interpretation. -3
These preliminaries being settled, and all
according to their order, the Archbzsh%
solemnly pronounced “In the name of the F:
and Holy Ghost, three persons, and ol
God, Amen,” delivered the follov
beloved brethren, ymn,the en '
mastdearsonsm Christ, y
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the false doctrines contained in them, and for the

perfect union of this church with the whole church
Cathohc and Universal, and for the yielding of
obedience to the supreme Bishop of Rome, the Uni-
versal Pastor of the church, and successor in the chair
of St. Peter, and Vicar of Christ upon earth, from
whom you have for some time departed, and for the
extirpation of simony, which has been much prac-
: used in thls Bishoprick, and for the regulating of the
” istration of the Holy Sacraments of the church,
ecessary use of them, and for the reforma-
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ments, and the customs of the whole people, be
entertained by you with benignity and charity, and
afterwards, by God’s assistance, complied with, with
much reverence; and that everyone of you should
faithfully procure the reformation of such things in
this Synod as you know to be amiss, and if any that
are present should happen to be dissatisfied with any-
thing that shall be said or done therein, let them
without any scruple declare their opinion pi ickl
that so, by God’s grace, it may be examin
things may be truly stated as is di
strife or contention find any room :
perverting of justice and reason ; 1
of searching after and embracin
The second decree in substan
sons, on pain of excommunicati
the town of Diamper without e
Metropolitan till the Synmi‘--
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of the Syrians to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The
fifth decree was aimed at preventing unnecessary and
hurtful debates, and strictly forbade all people dis-
cussing in private any of the questions in the pro-
gramme of the Synod.

The reading of these decrees and their acceptance
by the Synod concluded the first day’s work. No
public disturbance interrupted the harmony of the

proceedmgs ; but there was a m-g feeling nf

Iy
|1‘
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Saints. At seven o'clock precisely the Archbishop,
with his usual retinue, entered the church in pro-
cession. and was received with all honours. After the
customary solemnities, the Antiphony, Psalm, Prayers,
and Hymn, as in the Pontifical, he assumed, as of
right, the chair or throne near the altar, and thus
addressed the assembly —

“Venerable and beloved brethren, the Priests, and
you, my dearest sons in Christ, the Procurators and
representatives of the people, We having done lit
more yesterday than celebrate the Divine Offices
preach to the people, it is fit we should begin
to treat of matters appertaining to the Synod
first place of those that belong to the int
truth of our Holy Catholic Faith, and the
of the same ; which, before we go about, T
admonish you in our Lord Jesus Christ, t
things as you do judge to stand in need
tion in this Bishopric or any part
signified to us or to the cong
Divine favour a.nd ass:stam
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name of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity, the
[Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one only true God, in
the year of our Lord 1599, in the seventh year of the
Pontificate of our most Holy Lord, Clement VIII,,
Bishop of Rome, in the town of Diamper, in the king-
dom of Malabar in the East Indies, in the Church of
All Saints, on the 21st of June, in a Diocesan Synod

of the Bishopric of Serra, assembled by the most
Illustnous and Reverend Lord Dom Alexio .
es, Archbishop Metropolitan af Goa an
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doctrine of transubstantiation, purgatory, the worship
of Saints, relics and images, the doctrine of indul-
cences, the Papal Supremacy, and above all the
worship of the Virgin Mary. He concluded by
anathematising all who taught anything contrary to
the Council of Trent, including, of course, all heretics,
especially mentioning Nestorians and the Patriarch
of Babylon. These last words of the Prelate were
drowned in murmurs of disapprobation. The dissen-
tients loudly declared that a new Confession of Faith
was altogether unnecessary, as, of course, it implied that
they had never till now been the disciples of Ch
The shrewd Menezes, never off his guard, ;iro‘m_
replied that all good Christians should be ready
any time to make a Profession of their Faith ;
that as he, an Archbishop, had done it, they
had no reason to complain of the hardship.
tumult being thus dexterously quelled, -&»
bishop resurned h;s seat, pnt e h“ _

J“St quowd, whde &e
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pass in front of the Primate, kneel down, and swear
on Gospels and Crucifix, that they would conform to
their lives' end to all that they had promised. The
Synod further passed a decree that the same con-
fession should be made by those who were absent, and
that none should be admitted to Holy Orders who de-
clined to take these oaths.

These proceedings terminated the second day’s

ork, which has been justly called the life and soul
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the Syrian forms were, of course, abolished, and the
Roman introduced ; all baptised by Syrians to be re-
baptised by Romans ; holy oils to be used, and many
other orders to the same effect. Three decrees settled

the doctrine and ceremonies of confirmation.

The fourth session treated of the Eucharist and the
Mass, and the Synod passed nine decrees with regard
to the first, and fifteen with regard to the second, all
tending to the extirpation of Syrian peculiarities, and
to the introduction of the Roman doctrine and ritu
without the slighest concession.

The fifth session treated of penance and ex
unction, and at the sixth session the work
for the third meeting (but which had been
was completed. /7 was a day of utter ex.
Syrian Church. The errors in the Syrian
were to be corrected ; heathen supersti
mingled with the faith were to be e
every trace of relation to the Patriarch o
to Syrian tenets was entirely
books were to be dehwemi up, e
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The work of the eighth session referred to a refor-
mation in church affairs, the division of the diocese
into parishes, the establishment of fasts and festivals,
conveyed in forty-one decrees.

The ninth, and last, session was devoted to the
reformation of manners, and enjoined many admirable
regulations against heathenism, fortune-telling, immor-
ality, false weights and measures, slavery, and, strange
to say, a.gamst the use and sale of spmtuous liquors.
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the native pricsts in Chaldee, and the people their
festivity in Malabar.” ' Returning to the church, the
Primate stood at the high Altar, and said the prayer
“ Exaudi queesumus Domine”; then re-seating him-
self, he delivered an able Ll[-.t,ombc to the people,
calling upon them to thank God for the great success
which had attended the Synod. Finally, rising from
his throne, he advanced with his pastoral staff in hand,
“and with abundance of tears,” solemnly blessed the A8
people, Archdeacon George adding in a loud voi
“Let us depart in peace!” to which the whole Sy
responded, “ In the name of Christ, Amen!”
Thus terminated the famous Synod of
Its acts, or sessions, are nine in number, an

careful discussion. Yet they were so hur

! Geddes’s Hist. p. 243
* The opinion entertained by the present gemmhm
of St. Thomas as to the treatment of their Church |
be seen in the Rev. G. B. Howard's Tmﬂa&m
by Philipos. Parker, 1869.—* When tha :
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the House, that the business was closed on the sixth
day, the 26th of June. This indecent haste clearly
proves, if proof were necessary, that this so-called
Synod possessed nothing but the outward form of a
deliberative assembly, and that its real purpose was
to disguise the true nature of the proceeding, to pass
without amendment the decrees carefully prepared
by the skilful hand of Menezes, and to bind, as he
ght, for ever, the afflicted Syrian Church to the
the triumphant Pontifl.




CHAPTER VII,
THE TRIUMPH OF ROME.

““Can any read the abstract here given of the proceedings of the
Synod, without being convinced that the creed it introduced was a
system of darkness? The primary object of these men was to _ﬂ,ﬂ'ﬁ-‘ :
the Lope’s supremacy, and not to extend the kingdom of Jesus Christ, 87

—HoucH.
BEFORE continuing our narrative of the Pri
visitation of his new conquest, we may present
brief view of the main points of doctrine in
Syrian Christians agreed with the Reformed
Church of England, and differed from that o
before the passing of the decrees of Diamper.
succeeding chapters we shall have to not

ous changes which took place in co
aggression; and we shall try
threads of conflicting creeds
tinguish the Churches of S
moment. -, Sy N
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faith ; (3) denied Transubstantiation : (4) condemned
the worship of images; (5) made no use of oils -
(6) denied purgatory ; (7) would not admit of spirituai
affinity ; (8) knew nothing of auricular confession ;
(9) never heard of extreme unction ; (10) permitted
the clergy to marry ; (11) denied that matrimony and
consecration were sacraments; (12) celebrated with
leavened bread, and consecrated with prayer. 1
Gouvea’s account in the XVIII chapter of the first
book of the “ Jornada” is, in substance, this: The
Church of Malabar is said (1) not to adore images ;
(2) to hold three Sacraments, Baptism, the Eucharist,
and Holy Orders ; (3) 2o make no use of oils ;* (4) to
have no knowledge of confirmation or extreme

~unction ; (5) to abhor auricular confession; (6) to hold

many erroneous doctrines about the Eucharist, so that
the Protestants seem to have borrowed their heresies
from them ; (7) to approve of the marriage of priests;

and the 3

b .
and Deaconate,” whereas, *“ It is evider .

singularly adds asa point of agreement between the Church
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8) to abhor the Pope and the Church of Rome as
anti-Christia:n,

Assuming that our readers are fairly acquainted
with dogmatic theology and ccclesiastical history, we
deem it quite unnecessary to enter into lengthened
explanations of the points in dispute, referring the
less instructed to the interesting summary in Hough's
“ Christianity of India.” !

We may now return to the Archbishop, whom we

left dismissing the clergy and others at the close of
the Synod. He presented each of the new vic:
a stone Altar, (duly consecrated), a box
vessels of holy oils, a missal in Chaldee
a digest of Christian doctrine for the i
children, a surplice, corporals, fro
other ecclesiastical requisites.

These matters being settled, &
his visitation, and was everywhere
most flattering style. An ode,
sycophants, was chanted in his pri
halted. Music and d
comed his arrival.
in festwe decorz
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and women, who reverentially kissed his hands, he

entered the village church, where, having confessed

himself, he said Mass. This ended, Father Francisco

Roz and a committee of learned Cattanars assembled

in the sacristy to receive the Syrian books belonging

to the church, or to private individuals. After a care-

ful scrutiny, some were emended and spared, others

that were reputed too hostile to Rome were mercilessly

burnt, and thus many invaluable Syrian manuscripts

were sacrificed by this Archiepiscopal Vandal. This =

dark deed accomplished, the Primate assumed his

pontificals and preached a sermon of the wusual e -
- character, and on the usual topics, of course, th:ongh

the medium of an interpreter. The chief decrees of
3 the Synod were then read aloud, an episode of a
~ procession took place round the church, after which
: refreshment, the indefatigable Primate gave them a
second sermon on the sacrament of confirmation, re-
ducing theory to practice by anointing all without:

v, All this pompous display in a quict little
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who came in crowds to witness the ceremony  of
baptism. He placed before them in energetic lan-
guage the leading doctrines of the Christian faith, and
denounced with unflinching severity the follies and
superstitions of idol-worship. The mountain warriors
though fully armed, endured all this denunciation with
exemplary patience, but whether their forbearance is
to be attributed to Indian apathy, or to their i abi,

to understand the language of the Primate

left to conjecture. One singular

exhortation was, that several of tl

believe Gouvea, desired bapti

instruction ﬂ:an w}mt tbq ;
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37
if this account abridged from Gouvea is to be taken
as an average specimen of the Primate’s work during
his visitation, one may cease to wonder at the success
which attended his efforts for the subjugation of the
Church of St. Thomas to the obedience of St. Peter.
We need not follow the Archbishop from town to
town, as his biographer does. There is but little
interest in the narrative, the original of which will be
found in Gouvea’s work, and in the translations or
paraphrases of La Croze, Geddes, and Hough. We
- learn that the Archbishop continued his progress,
~ visiting all the towns on the Malabar coast, and des-
troying every authentic document at Augamale and
“other places. At Cape Comorin, he found, to his
w dismay, that all traces of the Christianity planted
sy Xavier Lad disappeared.  On his return he received
at Carturté news of the death of Philip II, which
ndered it necessary for him to go back to Goa with-
»ﬁaiay The Archdeacon and Cattanars escorted
ﬁa h:s war ga.lley, and farewells, apparently
. .chan ‘He bouched at thePortu-
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=3

welcome as Viceroy and as a victorious crusader,
These intended honours he firmly declined, attributing

all the glory to Almighty God.

For some time after his return to Goa, he continued
to receive most satisfactory accounts from the scene
of his ten months' labours. Small churches had been
discovered far up in the ravines of the Ghauts, which
had been so long lost sight of that the poor nominal
Christians had forgotten almost everything—cree
sacraments, and prayers. These neglected ones
been sought out by active missionaries, and had
supplied with every essential according to the R
ritual. Another circumstance occurred at
which gave unspeakable satisfaction to the
as it realised one of the objects which he
heart—zhe consecration of a Bishop of the .
as head of the church of Malabar. In
Clement VIII. sent Bulls to const
Rodriguez (or Roz) first bishop of
four years afterwards, Paul V. transf
Augamale to Cranganor, mak
Archbishop, but retaining
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arace ; but what his faults were are concealed in the
darkness of Spanish diplomacy. An analysis of his
character is unnecessary ; for the intelligent reader
cannot fail to glean it even from our imperfect sketch
of his marvellous achievements.
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CHAPTER L
RADIATION OF MISSIONS FROM GOA.

** Goa vereis aos Mouros ser tornada
A qual vird despois a ser senhora
De todo o Oriente, e sublimada
Ce’os triumphos da gente vencedora ;
Alli suberba, altiva e exalgada,
Ao gentio, que os idolos adora,
Duro freio pora, e a toda a terra,
Que cindar de fazer aos vossos guerra.”
CAMENS.

here pmmmitmlf- Ifwecwﬁ %
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give only such salient points in the history of the
Malabar church and the influence of the Portuguese
missions as will serve to connect the causes in the
XVI*" Century with the effects in the XIX™,

At the close of the fifty years in which the Portu-
guese missions had been operating, from Xavier to
Menezes, we find the condition of Roman Catholic
Christianity in Southern India thus stated by one of
the Jesuit writers :—* Catholic and Christian India is
divided into four great Bishoprics—Goa, Cranganor,
Cochin, and St. Thomé, The Archbishop of Goa is
Primate of India. The primatial chapter is compaaeél
of European canons and of Indians of various sl
of complexion, a combination which produces
singular ecffect when they are seen in the c
officiating together in religious ceremonies.
Portuguese Government, which felt the ne
forming a body of native clergy, had recon
the missionaries to give every encour
Indians to take Holy Orders, and to
of the religious communities, It
of the Central Council ofhhe S0
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religion demands. We shall see in the sequel, not
only amongst the Roman Catholics, but in our own

missionary colleges at home and in the colonies, that
this difficulty has been overcome.

Goa was not only the metropolis of Portuguese
India, the seat of its Government, and the centre of
its trade, but the source whence flowed the streams of
missionary influence over all the Peninsula of Hindo-
stan. The College of St. Paul, to which we have
already alluded possessed at this time a thorough
organisation, including professors of the native lan-
gua.ges for training candidates, not simply for
ordinary parish work, but for the spread of
Nor was this all. The power of the Jesmts at h

Maf&nhad in fifty years, grown to ten the
and their emissaries not only filled all the ¢
' ofEmvpe,butpenetrated mtothedlsmnt




246 Radiation of Missions from Goa.

Goa.! situated on an island* and separated from the
mainland by marshy grounds frequently covered by
the sea. The city is first mentioned in the ancient
history of the Deccan, in speaking of the reign of
Mujahid Schah in 1347. According to the tradition
communicated to the first Portuguese settlers, Brah-
minism was the only religion professed in Tissuary,
the original name of this island. In 1479, the
Mohammedans erected the first buildings about the
centre of the island, and, at the time of Vasco da
Gama'’s arrival, a Mussulman vassal of the Emperor
of the Deccan resided here. Albuquerque took
session of the city in 1510; and soon aftes
island was covered with magnificent pub
splendid churches, palatial residences of
Regal Court, while towards the sea, there »
sive docks, enormous warehouses, and ri
of naval and military stores. In 156;
Moronha surrounded it with a msﬁ
1571, two years after the poet C 1
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town already important by the magnificence of its
edifices. In the time of John IIL about 1530, the
beautiful Indian Pagodas and the elegant Moslem
minarets had entirely disappeared. All the splendour
of the the capital of India was due to the souvenirs
of Italy. It wore the aspect of a glorious city of the
renaissance, transplanted to the shores of Hindostan.
We borrow a condensed account from the Prior of
one of the monasteries of this opulent city, a writer
whose work is almost forgotten. After a minute

_ -descnptlon of the town, he speaks of the Governor’s

as “trés vaste et trés haut,” elevated above the
_md having before it an extensive square sur-
by beautiful private residences. The Vice-
on contams a splendid- hall and suites of

. decorated with portraits of_' ;s
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carpets of India. But the Church of Jesus surpasses
all others. The chapel, in which reposes the body of
St. Francis Xavier, is a remarkable specimen of
architecture ; the door is made of valuable wood, and
covered with plates of gold. In the middle of the
chapel rises a pyramid of different marbles claborately
ornamented, and sculptured with the principal actions
of the great Apostle, whose body, with the exception
of the right arm (sent to Rome) is enclosed in a shrine
so magnificient, that diamonds and rubies sparkle
without number in pure gold, most exquisitely chased.
The statue of St. Francis, in massive silver, orname

the high altar of the Church, and, what is still
precious, a picture represents the Saint a fi
after death. The upper town is formed
vents of the Dominicans, F ranciscans, Aug
Jesuits, of the Archbishop's palace, the V
the mansions of the officials and me
We have no space to speak of the g
shops full of gold, silver, and precious
do more than allude to t‘he.&_f nme
from which issued the vast tea

"
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essential a part of Oriental pageantry. Well might
such a city be called “Goa the Golden,” and well
might the Jesuits value it as the grand centre of all
their missionary movements in the east.

Our picture of Goa, at the close of the XV cen-
tury, would not be complete if we omitted all mention
of the Inquisition. This terrible institution founded
by the Friar Dominic in the XII*" Century was intro-
duced by John III in 1557 into the kingdom of Por-
tugal,and three years afterwards it was established with
a complete staff of officers and the amplest powers of
jurisdiction in the capital of Portuguese India. There
‘can be no doubt that this horrid tribunal formed a most
rful instrument in the hands of the Portuguese
1 "a.ties, which they knew well how to use, not

. Ta its influence, therefore, may be fai ly
' Mpwmsqfthwmmm
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The statistics of the Roman Catholic Church in
Portuguese India about this period may be summed
up int a few words ; our authorities, however, being
the Jesuits themselves. The Archbishopric is said" to
have had 400,000 souls under its jurisdiction, but
what was the precise religious condition of this
population is not stated. The Archbishopric of Cran-
ganor (that is the Bishopric of the Serra) removed
from Augamale is affirmed to have included an equal
number, though the Madura mission (of which more
presently) had not attained its full growth. The
of Cochin which comprehended Travancore and ¢
fishery coast, contained 50,000 Christians; v
diocese of St. Thomé¢ embracing an immense t
from Cape Comorin to the north of the G:
thence to Pegu, numbered as many Cath
the rest of India.

The Jesuits, at first Portuguem, but
cluding French, Italian and Spanish bre
the thea.tre of the:r mluna_




CHAPTER 1L

THE MADURA MISSION.

ity of Madura under the Jesuits was indeed un-

three exceptions, has ascribed
guilty conmivance with

wﬁler with two or
: mm is bounded on the east by

-by Tmmanﬂmtﬁe
Itﬁ
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of flowers, and dragged during the night, amid the
blaze of torches, the roll of drums, the clang of
cymbals and the blast of trumpets, “it cannot be
rl-cnicd the spectacle is extremely interesting.”' On
the northern side of the town were the churches of
the Christians, one founded by Dei Nobili, and the
other, more ancient, dedicated to Noétre Dame and
served by the Jesuits. These Churches were utterl; ,;
destroyed when the town was sacked by the Rajah o
Mysore, but since then, a new one has been e
in the suburbs.* After this irruption the King
ferred his Court to Trichinopoly, a hund
north of the former capital. Here the Jesui
several churches, though at a later period
mission,
There are few questions that have
more controversy between Roman Catho
testants, and amongst Romanists t
Jesuit missions in Madura ;3 ama
(17th century) taken stncﬁyr pl:
boundary line of om- ubject,
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we cannot, with safety, omit this link. The conflicting
testimony is so extensive that we can only afford the
barest outline.

Beginning, as is just, with the Roman Catholic
version of the history, we may say that it is founded
on the letters of Peré Robert and his fellow-labourers,
on the compilation of Du Jarric, from whom we have
so largely quoted, on the “Relation Derinere de ce
qui s'est pass¢ dans Madur¢, par le Per¢ Hyacinthe de
Maglstns Paris 1633, and on “La Mission du

aduré par le Pert Bertrand,” one of the recent
'I'he chief Romanist writers on whose
ral opinion is founded are Norbert,
haatlle Marshall, in his compila-

" writes with all the bitter-
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254
sneer at their credulity in accepting “ the mendacious
narrative of the renegade Norbert.”! With every
desire to be strictly impartial, we think that the
weight of testimony is decidedly against Dei Nobili,
to decide solely from his own account

A

even if we were
of his proceedings.” g
A certain Father Fernandez had gone to Madura
about 1592, and had laboured long without making
single convert. Robert dei Nobili, hearing of thi
determined, in 1806, to devote himself to the w
on new principles: “I will make myself an Ind
order to save the Indians,” was the watchw
plan. Discerning the cause of Xavier’s
partial success even with the lowest
resolved to disguise himself as a Brahmin
at converting the highest? For this
devoted himself to years of study in or
not merely the vernacular, but the
and the Vedas.



The Madura Mission. 255

so thoroughly that he deceived even the Brahmins
themselves.

Avoiding a long digression for the purpose of
explaining the Brahmin's influence over the other
Hindoos, we may briefly say that this sacerdotal
Caste claimed direct descent from the God Brahma,

i
)

and are therefore held so sacred, that the natives fall
prostrate at their feet. Their source of power is an
ascetic life, while their scientific attainments, though
unequal to ours, are by no means despicable,
especially in astrology and metaphysics.!

To imitate these men, to secure the love of the
people, and thereby effect the conversion, first of the
nobility, and then of the masses, formed the arduous
task on which Peré Robert now entered. “I am
neither a Prangui nor a Portuguese, but a Roman
'Rajah. I am also a Saniassi, that is a penitent.” His
=5 apologists defend m assertions as strictly true; K
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literally true,and as they practised what is admittedly
a “pious fraud,” the defence falls to the ground.
For, by their own confession, they wore the Cavy, or
distinctive yellow cloth, they bore on their forcheads
the sandal-wood powder ; they fed on rice and bitter
herbs, and drank only water; they lived in the most
wretched huts ; and won a reputation for sanctity by
their silence and solitude. They even went so far as
to assume heathen names ; and, to answer objectors,
Pere Robert applied his great skill to the productlm--'_-'
of a forgery in Sanscrit on an old bit of parch
When questioned as to the genuineness qf
certificate he solemnly swore before the co
Brahmins at Madura that the document was
and that he, like all Jesuits, was directly
from their Indian Divinity! Nor was
forged a new Veda which was so well ¢
for nearly two centuries, it imposed 1
themselvcs. The trick was at last
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secured the protection of the Rajah and permission
to preach throughout Madura. The Franciscans,
whose feeble efforts had been so unproductive, were
now fairly driven from the field by their daring and
unscrupulous rivals. The Jesuits, finding the coast
clear, pushed concession to idolatry to its utmost limit.
Observing the love of display in the Hindoo character,
they resolved to add the frivolous and disgusting rites
of India to the superstitious pageantry of Rome.
This, of course, Marshall denies,! but there is abund-
ant proof from the letters of the Jesuits (authority

‘which he surely cannot dispute) that images and pic-

, music, fireworks, flags, flowers, and theatrical
were all employed as means of conciliation
Having secured the co-operation of
ins, the Jesuits made rapid strides.
‘added to the Roman Church, upon
'towh:chwe havemorethanmm
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other religious orders. When the intelligence reached

Goa, the greatest excitement prcvai]cd : and a strong
remonstrance was immediately sent to Rome. In

1620, Paul V. ordered the Archbishop to investigate
the case. All the charges were fully substantiated ; :
and when the report was laid before the Pontiff and
Cardinals, Bellarmine, though Uncle of Dei Nobili,
condemned him in the strongest terms. This well-
merited rebuke has, with singular audacity, been 3
represented by the apologists from Du Jarric )
Marshall as “the persecution of innocent m n.”
Unterrified by the thunders of the Vatican,
Madura missioners continued their career ;. '
out denying the truth of the accusations,
such ingenious explanations, that the
Pontiff, Gregory XV., somewhat modified
censure. Yet he distinctly stated ina
that if they continued in the sli
practices of an idolatrous character,
them up or take the conseq

is said to have been su d t
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Brahmins from 1606 till 1610—*“the persecution from
1611 to 1622 and the death of Peré Robert at Melia-
pour in 1656." The influence of this mission would
have been felt directly or indirectly in Southern India
to the present hour, even if it had not been revived
with extraordinary vigour in our own day. We may
anticipate certain portions of our history by mention-
ing that during the XVII"™ Century, the famous
Portuguese missionary, John de Britto! made numer-
ous prosclytes between 1673 and his martyrdom in
1693 ; and that he was assisted in these labours by
i h;s eomtxymen Morato, Martms, Daresi and others?
causes which we cannot here discuss, the mission
ra died out last century In 1831-- ‘
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perhaps the full extent of their efforts is hardly known,
for, although they may not now simulate Brahmins, it
is more than suspected that they have not yet
abandoned their old love of disguise.”! :

' Kayes, *“Christ. in India,” pp. 36-7. “Jesuit Missions,” by the a
Rev. W. S. Mackay, in *“Calcutta Review,” Vol. IL. Nicolini's
¢ History of the Jesuits,” p. 113.




CHAPTER IIL

PORTUGUESE MISSIONS IN THE CARNATIC.

“ Toutes les Missions de I'Inde étaient des Missions Portugaises ; il
est vrai qu'on y admettait des sujets des autres nations; mais ces
sujets devaient par la méme perdre pour ainsi dire leur nationalité.”—

BERTRAND, Vol. L, p. 323.

“ALL the missions of India were Portuguese missions,”
says the Jesuit Father from whom we have just
quoted, and though this chapter will carry us to the
Eastern side of the great peninsula of India, and

away fmm w:- Ssyrian friends, yet, “Portuguese
3 er :Indla, as a whole, mmldbe
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aries penetrated from Madura, and established what
was technically called the Mission of the Carnatic,
including not merely the kingdom of that name, but
stretching over a vast district, nine hundred miles

from north to south, and one hundred and thirty-four
from east to west. The principal states which formed
the fields of their operations were the Carnatic, Visa-
pour, Bijanacaron, Ikkeri, Golconda, besides many
other petty principalities chiefly subject to the Grea.t..
Mogul.

According to histories, which some call traditio
the first Christian missionary in this region was
Apostle St. Thomas. It is confidently stated
after planting the churches on the Malabar
continued his journey eastward to Meliapour
the chief city of the Carnatic. Thence he
China, and returned to Meliapour ; and at .
now called St. Thomas's Mount, about
from Madras, suffered martyrdom at the |
Brahmins. There is a tradition that
crected a pillar here with an inscript i
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that the religion which he had planted would be
revived by a race of strangers when the waves should
wash the base of the column, at that time forty miles
from the seca. Vasco da Gama, it is said, saw, in
1502, this very column close to the coast, with the
prophecy literally fulfilled! In 1522, the Portuguese,
when exploring the Carnatic, are said to have found a
cross at Meliapour with this remarkable inscription :—
“ At the time when Thomas founded this temple the
King of Meliapour made him a grant of the customs
of all the merchandises that were brought into that
port, which duty was the tenth part of the goods.”
ing to the Portuguese tradition, the bones of
as were also found, though Geddes dryly

- M#ﬁmy were reckoned by all the world
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i i issionaries, were explorin
adventurers, including missionaries, we p a

the coast of the Carnatic. And, as we have already

seen, that Xavier effected many conversions amongst
the natives of the extreme south, and that, at an
carly period, he made Tutucurin his headquarters,
the probability is that he travelled to the north, or
appointed some of his converts to carry the Gospel
along the coast to the ancient settlements of Indian
Christianity. During the fifty years which succeeded
the establishment of the Missionary College at Goa,
while the Portuguese military and mercantile powers
were approaching their climax, many enthusiastic
followers in the footsteps of St. Francis were carrying
the cross into Madura, the Carnatic, and the distant
regions of Bengal. To enter into any minute detail
of these transactions would be to repeat much
what has been stated in previous chmpters, and
may, therefore, pass over the operations of the Port
guese missionaries on the east coast, and allude
to the work performed by the emissaries of ar
nation,

We must take it for granted that our rea
already acquainted with the events which mk
in India shortly after the Synod of D
establishment of the East 3'Iﬁéia
between Freneh @mdih' :
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About the year 1660, the French were making
great efforts to obtain a share in the commerce of the
l}iast; and, in 1664, two years after the Portuguese
cession of Bombay to the English,! they took Pondi-
cherry, and made it the centre of their possessions in
the Carnatic. No sooner had they secured a firm
footing than various orders of monks commenced
their labours amongst the heathen. They were not
long permitted to conduct this enterprise alone.
Irrespective of earlier plantings of the Cross by ex-
plorers from the Central Station at Madura, the
successors of Peré Robert resolved to thrust them-
selves into the field which was now certainly the
province of the French Capuchins. The Portuguese
Jesuits and the Pondicherry Monks, though aiming at
the same end, pursued it by means entirely different;
the former, as we have seen, bending Christianity to
the idolatry of Brahma, the latter protesting against
such wicked degradation, and preaching, in compara-
~ tive purity, the faith of Christ on its own merits.
~ The followers of Loyola had secured the © Canstml-
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Roman Court by skilfully-contrived and specious
and thus to pursue their arrogant course
almost unchecked.! What we have already described
at Madura was repeated at Pondicherry. The image of
the Virgin was borne aloft in precisely the same way
in whi(‘:.h the Pagans carry their idols. Bands of
heathen musicians were engaged from the Pagodas ;
and their rude drums, gongs, and hautboys mingled
in discord with the cries and shouts which accompany
a Hindoo procession.

The chief of the French Mission, feeling that the =
Jesuits, by this miserable pandering to Pagan folly,
were dceply injuring the cause of true religion that
they might promote the interests of their Order, p
tested most strongly against these profane exhibition
and wrote to the Pontiff to invoke his interfer
But not only did the arrogant ambition of the Ji
embroil them with their co-religionists, but it inv
them also in serious disputes with the Brah
which, early in the XVIII®™ Century, had
such a height that Pondicherry itself was
Their infatuation was conspicuously displayed
destruction of the images of Brahma, Vi
other idols? an extraordumry C

reports,
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.mel subserviency. The natives who witnessed this
msult thus publicly offered to their divinities, re-
solved to avenge the wrong, and they immediately
<ent a message to their brethren at Tanjore to aid
them in their purpose. The Rajah eagerly and in-
stantly responded, the Christians were everywhere
openly beaten, and starved to death in prison. Many
fled to the Christians of the coast, many more re-
nounced their faith, and a few submitted to martyr-
dom. One Jesuit died in prison, another was
banished ; all the churches were demolished, and
Christianity for years extinguished.! Such was the
result of Jesuit zeal, and such will ever be the effect
of the lack of common sense in dealing with the pre-
judices of the heathen.

In 1702, the Pope resolved to send a special legate
to French India to check the unruly proceedings of
the Jesuits. When Cardinal Tournon landed in
November, 1703, he was kindly received by the
Brethren, who succeeded in making him suspend his
Edict for three years. At last, those very men who,

hof i

‘successors of Loyrola, had, of course, taken an =
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belled and refused to admit the legate’s right to con-
trol their foreign missions. They even went so far
as to declare that their Bishop at St. Thomé had a
jurisdiction in India equal to that of the Pope else-
where! The Cardinal, finding no good was at present
to be done, sailed for China in 1704, and, in 1706, the
Council of Pondicherry solemnly protested against
his jurisdiction in the East. His tragical death at
Macao, in 1710, is attributed to the intrigues of the
Jesuits.? o
In 1714, we find that a Monsieur de Visdelon, a

Jesuit, was appointed Bishop of Clandiopolis, a
Vicar Apostolic of India with full power Jrom the
Pope to purify the Clurch from the idolatrous rites
which her services had been polluted. Hence anoth
contest arose between the Pope’s Vicar and the Bish
of St. Thomé, soon after which the Jesuits obtai
powers from the King of France for the suspensi
the Vicar and two Superiors of the Capuchins,
quite impossible, however, to describe the perp
conflicts which disgrace the Roman Church :
dicherry, in consequence of the rebellious spirit
Jesuits. In conclusion, we may briefly mentic
in 1742, Benedict XIV. issued a bull dem
implicit obedience ; and, at last, after
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obliged to yield. From that time their hitherto pros-
perous missions in South India began to decline. The
arrogance of the missionaries had rendered the very
name of Christianity odious, the detection of cunningly
devised imposture had shaken all faith in the Jesuits,
and the suppression of their Order in Europe had been
severely felt in India, especially by drying up the
fountain which had furnished a regular supply of
educated clergy. Add to these causes the com-
mencement of modern missionary efforts by men
whose lives were the best comments on their doctrines,
and whose method of teaching was the strongest
possible contrast to that of the Jesuits, and one is not
at all at a loss to account for te _failure of the Romish
Missions in Southern India, and for the odium which
they brought on the Christian name.
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SYRIAN CHRISTIANS IN THE XVII'"" CENTURY.

““If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words,
even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which
according to godliness; he is proud, knowing nothing, but doting abo
questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, r
evil surmisings, perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds and d
tute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness : from such with
thyself.”—1 Tim. vi.

DURING the last three chapters we have atte
to give some idea of the Portuguese mission
the XVI" Century, with brief notices of imp

matters during the XVII* and XVIII™ Ce
It is true that some of the events therein nar
not directly bear on the Malabar Church ;
unquestionable that in all- history one
upon another, and small causes fi
great results. The present case for
The spirit by which the Portugu
actuated did not fa.ll_'ta
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rapidity with which reports are transmitted to the
most distant regions. Thus the whole South of India
was filled with opposition to the Portuguese missionary
cfforts and to the Christianity which they attempted
to pml)agiltc.

The standard authorities for this portion of our
essay arc Raulinus, Urbano Cerri, LLa Croze, Barreto,
and Vincent Maria.! The English reader will find
the substance of these narratives in Hough's “ History
of Christianity in India,” Book VI, and, in a briefer
form, in Day's “ Land of the Permauls.”

After the signal triumph of Rome at Diamper,
accomplished by the skill, courage, and perseverance
of Menezes, the history of the Syrian Christians
secems to lose much of its interest. Reduced to abject
submission, the followers of St. Thomas appear to
have had no heart left for literary work, or possibly
they‘ were orily ttm glad to let s:lence cover their
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consistent narrative. This being premised, we must
make the best of the material at our command.

The first Romish Bishop, Francisco Rodriguez
(Roz), was succeeded by another Xavier, who, in turn, .
was followed by Stephen de Britto. In 1634, a Jesuit
prelate, named Garcia, ruled the poor Syrian Chris- a2
tians with a rod of iron. He attempted to abolish &
the Syriac language and to introduce Latin in the B
Church Service, and he persecuted every Syrian who P
differed in the minutest trifle from the ritual of Rome.,
He enjoyed a “bad eminence” amongst his fellow-
Churchmen, avaricious, as nearly all of them were, for
his intense love of money, and his unscrupulous e
tortion. Such oppression, continuing for fifty y
gradually roused the patient spirit of the Syrians ir
violent action, and completely undid all the work
Diamper. They complained especially of the
forced celibacy of their own clergy, of the scizure
their churches, of the introduction of images,
bribed silence of the Cattanars, and of the -
exercised by the Romish priests over both clerg
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Alexander VII., who, well aware of the true cause of
this rebellion, instantly dispatched four Carmelites to
still the tempest.  But, while these events were going
on in Malabar, an unexpected ally was contributing
the means of breaking the chains which Portuguese
tyranny had forged. The Dutch, who had for half a
[ century been gradually gaining power in the East, in
1656, drove the Portuguese out of Ceylon, and, en-
couraged by success, soon afterwards attacked the
settlements on the Malabar coast.

Once fairly roused to action, the Malabar Christians
took the decided step of writing to the three
Patriarchs—the Nestorian at Mosul, the Coptic at
Cairo, and the Jacobite in Syria, imploring each to send

- thema Bishap without delay. The first to reply was
~the Primate of the Copts, who immediately dispatched

 Attala (Mem? to Mosul, that he might receive
~his commission from the Nestonan Patnarch. Buct
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74
rescue by 25,000 armed men, who marched upon
Cochin, he was detained a prisoner. The defeated
Syrians held a meeting at Alangat, and swore a
solemn oath to drive out the Jesuits ; and a second at
Mangate, where they took the extraordinary step of
requesting twelve Cattanars to consecrate Archdeacon
Thomas, of Palokamatta, as their Bishop,! imploring
him to repent of his mock consecration, but in vain,
Fifty years of suffering had forced him and his
followers into a position which they would not Ilghtly'
abandon. :
Meantime, the captured Attala was sent fr
Cochin to Goa, where he suffered a cruel death in
dungeons of the Inquisition.? It is but fair to
that the Jesuit missionaries, ashamed of this mt
have tried to prove that the unhappy Prelate
drowned, by the orders of the Governor, in
harbour of Cochin, when the Syrian army i
the place? '
We left the Carmelites on their way from 1
India. On their arrival at Surat, they WEre
a most embarrassing position, for
encountered the resistance of the ci
hostility of the Jesuits; the forme ;
possession of the '
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jealous of any interference with the interests of their
Order. The Carmelites, thus checked, applied to the
Dutch commander, by whose intervention they
succceded in reaching Cananore, early in 1657
Thence they were obliged to go by water, in order to
avoid their own countrymen and co-religionists.
They found their mission hedged about with difficul-
ties. The Archdeacon naturally received them with
distrust ; and the Jesuits exhausted every expedient
to obstruct their course. The Papal commissioners,
in several conferences, attempted to influence the
Archdeacon to deny his consecration and resign his
office, but failing in this, they determined to apply
for aid to Francis de Mello, at Goa. The Governor,
fully alive to the importance of conciliating the Syrian
Christians, that their co-operation might be secured
in defending Cochin and other towns against the
Dutch, resolved to receive the Carmelites as the
'amhassadors of peace. Thc Jeﬁmts, perceiving that
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essentially Roman Catholic but even they hated the
Jesuit yoke. This complication was increased by the
fact that the Syrian Christians were divided into two
parties, even before the arrival of the Romanists, and
that since that time there had been an augmented
feeling of rivalry in consequence of the adherence
of the Southern division to the Roman Communion. =
With the latter section of the Syrians the Carmelites
succeeded, and the Portuguese authorities were so =
delighted with the prospect thus afforded of securin
the alliance of 40,000 well-armed mountaineers, th
in their gratitude, they gave a splendid public re
tion to the Carmelites at Corolongate. The No
division of the Malabar Church still held out u
Archdeacon Thomas. Success began to dawn
their efforts at Mangate, but Jesuit influence
interfered, and was potent enough to extort from
a letter, ordering the Carmelites to quit the co
The Governor of Cochin, dreading the appr
the Dutch, and desirous of retaining the
the Syrians, resolved to support the C
their mission at all hazards. And so for
Smgularly mtncate series @f '__' ig
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our readers would have any curiosity to know how
Bishop Garcia tried to ruin the Carmelites, how the
latter began to despair of their mission, and how they
were encouraged by the dreaded tribunal at Goa to
persevere, how four different assemblies met and
discussed the question of the Archdeacon’s consecra-
tion, the propriety of submitting to Rome, and many
other matters deeply interesting to them, but not
directly affecting the question now before us. One
circumstance only is perhaps important. In an
assembly in the Church of St. Thomas, near Cochin,
Joseph,! one of the Carmelites, was clected Bishop of
Malabar, and his appointment confirmed by the Pope.
The Southern Churches were then united ; Garcia in
vain tried to recover his diocese, and two of the
Carmelites returned to Rome to give an account of
their operations.

On the 1oth of March, 1658, Father Hyacinthe
once more appeared in Malabar, and, finding persua-
sion meﬂ”ectual he subdued the refractory hymm y
&'ﬁnes and smm-. which hecausad :
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died in 1659, and, the year after, his rival Father
Hyacinthe expired at Cochin.

Meantime, the Carmelite Joseph, who had been
consecrated at Rome as Bishop of Hierapolis, reached
India in April, 1661, and was welcomed at Cochin by
all parties of his countrymen, except the Jesuits.
The Syrian Archdeacon, of course, endeavoured to
prejudice the people against the new Bishop, and did
not hesitate to follow the example so frequently set. _"
by the Jesuits, of circulating false reports. Blsh ot
Joseph, meantime, disregarding these calumnies, toc
possession of the cathedral at Cranganor, and, on tl
22nd of August, commenced the visitation of
diocese with a, grand display of ecclesiastical mag
ficence. Then followed the old story of endless ¢
ferences between the Bishop and the Archdeacon,
was at last obliged, dreading the fate of Att:
escape to the mountains. This flight left the S
Christians at the mercy of the new Bishop, w
a second Menezes, forced them to bend to hi
on the battle-ground of Diamper. This
Bishop Joseph ordered a large fire to
before the church, in which he burnt the
palanquin, his books and garm
hﬁb@dywasmtthm so.!
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latter to promote his mission by force of arms. Dut
the time of retribution was at hand. The Eastern
Empire of the Portuguese was now rapidly crumbling
before the advancing power of the Dutch. In 1660
they captured Negapatam, and thus secured the
Coromandel coast. Advancing to Malabar, they took |
Coulan in 1661, and Cranganor, the cathedral city of
the Jesuits, in 1662. Cochin fell before the arms of
the invader in 1663 ; the Portuguese power received
its death blow, and the Christians of St. Thomas once
more began to breathe the air of civil and religious
freedom. The conquerors, whose experience in their
native land had taught them to dread the presence of
the Romish priests, insisted on the immediate de-
parture of all the Jesuits and Carmelites from Malabar.
Bishop Joseph, thus compelled to depart, consecrated
aCattanar,named Alexander,to act as Vicar-Apostolic
new Prelate (the first native
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Christians who were struggling to consolidate their
newly-won freedom under Archdeacon, or, as we
perhaps should call him, Mar-Thomas. We learn
that about the year 1665, Gregorius, Bishop of Jeru-
salem, arrived at Malabar, and consecrated Archdeacon
Thomas to be the Metropolitan of what remained of
the Syrian Church. And, it is stated, that this was
the occasion on which the Jacobite liturgies and
ritual were adopted, instead of the Nestorian in use
before the Synod of Diamper. From this date the
Syrian Christians have been a sadly divided Church,
some following Rome, acknowledging one of three
prelates at Cranganor, Verapole, or Quilon, bu
called by the common term Romo-Syrians,
remainder, that is, those that preserved their eccle
tical independence, are, of course, stigmatised by
foes as schismatics, heretics, Jacobites, or Nes
but are generally known as the Christians
Thomas, the Church of Malabar, or simply
Syrian Christians. On the death of Mar-T
1678, Mar-Andrew succeeded, and o
‘diocese till 1685. From that period tﬂl thi
the century, there is a dreary record ¢ f

and competition for the bish :
ful discussions which i

1
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Gtill, for the sake of continuity, we shall be obliged to
give a brief summary of the Church’s vicissitudes
during the XVIII" Century.




CHAPTER ~V,
SYRIAN CHRISTIANS IN THE XVII" CENTURY.

““ We are already debtors to that ancient people, the Syrian Christ-
ians. By their long and energetic defence of pure doctrine against anti-
Christian error, they are entitled to the gratitude and thanks of the rest
of the Christian world, Their Scriptures, their doctrine, their language,
in short their very existence, all add something to the evidence of t
truth of Christianity.”’ —BUCHANAN.

DURING the century which we have just sketched
relation to the small but interesting Church of
Serra, great events - had been taking place all o
India. The East India Company had secured f
first and second charters and laid the foundation
of their colossal empire. The Dutch! enterin
Indian Ocean as modest traders, had su
dispossessing the Portuguese of their"':_'ich
ments, leaving them but a shadow ofi
splendid dominions. The French, e
glories which the “wealth -ﬂf
prommed to thead 1 1
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engaged, as every student of history knows, in
perpetual intrigues, diplomatic contests, and open
war with each other, and with the native princes.
There was, therefore, but little time or thought to
spend on missionary enterprise, and but little taste
or talent in soldiers, merchants, or buccaneers, to
record conversions among the heathen, even had such
existed.! Nay, more, there is but too much proof that
the lives which Europeans led, when freed from the
restraints of Rome, were calculated rather to impede
than to promote the spread of Christianity and
civilisation amongst the surrounding tribes of
Hindostan.?

These great events, occurring in the immediate
vicinity of the Malabar Church, affected its fate in-
directly, and often directly ; and we shall frequently
have to show in our chronological summary, for it can
be little else, how the Portuguese influence still continued
to operate, modified as it often was by the interference

uf its European rwala At the bgmmng Qf t’he S
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Romish Bishopric of the native Christians in favour of
John Ribeiro,a Jesuit. This gleam of triumph for the
i’)rdcr would have been still more evanescent than it
was, but for the fact that the talents of the Prelate
were of use to the Rajah of Calicut, and a few other
neighbouring chiefs.  Between 1707 and 1715 the
Christians of St. Thomas seemed to have been
governed by two Bishops—Mar-Thomas, a Monophy-
site, ruling over the southern portion of the diocese,
with but twenty-two churches ; the other, Mar-Gabriel, F
a Nestorian, presiding over the north. These two were .’:"'
rivals in doctrine and office, and, of course, at open
war. Into all the petty details we dare not enter, but
refer our reader to authorities that will give ample
scope to his investigations.! '
The line of Romish Prelates seems to have ter ni
ated about the year 1721, when Ribeiro, Bishog;'
Cranganor died.? Still, the Bishops of Cochin
Verapoli exercised their functions, though in
estrangement from each other. The Syrian C
about the year 1720, were equally divided,
acknowledging Rome, and as many adhering |
fully to their native pastors. In 1727 an
event occurred in the history of
duced by the fc '




Pala L. gragitl SL g e

ﬁ%kout reserve, his opuuon as to the bast me oi -

Syrian Christians in Eighteenth Century. 285

the Danes had formed a mission at Tranquebar,' on
the Eastern coast, under the sanction of Frederick
IV.?and in 1709 the S.P.G. (established eight years
before) sent its first pecuniary contribution of twenty
pounds towards the support of missionary efforts in
the East. Soon afterwards, this English Society
suggested to the Danish Mission the possibility of
effecting a union with the independent portion of the
Syrian Church, with the hope of being able to make
it a nursery of missionaries for the conversion of
India. The Danes immediately wrote to the Dutch
Chaplain at Cochin, who, however, gave no encour-
agement to the project, declaring that the education
and habits of the Cattanars wholly unfitted them for
missionary life. Undeterred by this repulse, the

_ma.lnus Danes wrote, in 1727, a friendly letter to Mar-

as, expressing their desire to co-operate with
fhe Syrian Churches, and begging him to state,
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and the unhappy divisions amongst the Syrians
themselves as sufficient excuses for taking no action
in the matter. On the death of this Prelate, in 1729,
his nephew, of the same name, succceded ; and we
read that he almost immediately charged the other
Syrian Bishop (Mar-Gabriel) with heresy, and
appealed to the Dutch Governor of Cochin, requesting
his interposition. The Dutch Chaplain wrote to both
the Prelates offering to act as mediator ; but as each
believed himself right, the intercession failed. In
1730, Mar-Gabriel died, after a residence of more than
twenty years in Malabar ; but though a stranger
(from Jerusalem), he appears to have so identified
himself with every petty dispute, and to have so
completely yielded to Roman influence, as to have
done no permanent good during this long episcopate
to the churches under his care. A new Syrian Bishop
was immediately sent from Babylon, and succeeded
 in reaching Surat, but the rival Jesuit and Carmelite
Prelates, forgetting their animosities for a time, com-
bined to intercept this dangerous opponent ; and they
-appear to have succeeded, but by what means there is
no evidence to show. Their reciprocal anathema:
1732
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pilgrims at the great festivals held at St. Thomé]!
near Madras. This celebrated shrine has been
already noticed as the residence of the Roman
Catholic Bishop, and as attracting annually crowds of
devotees from all parts of India. There are several
churches, of which the most remarkable are Notre
Dame Dumont and the Resurrection. The former is
held in such esteem that, when the Portuguese ships
~ first perceive it on approaching land, they fire a
- salute in its honour. Above the grand altar there is
' ross, traditionally reported to be the work of St.
, and which possesses miraculous powers,
-in healing diseases. Eight days before
the Portuguese celebrate with much solem-
sast which they call the expectation of the
Virgin. During this festival, the grey Cross
: ‘--"Eeiaur, becoming red, brown, and, at last, a
g white, distilling water so abundantly that it
‘over the altar. This prodigy is said to have
mmessed by ft’mr hundred persons, who felt

‘o, pour parler les Indiens, Maila
-“Choix des Lelqudi&ma, 2
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which annually attracted Syrian pilgrims to St.
Thomé, no doubt can exist as to the faith which these
men professed.  Indians by birth, they were Roman-
ists by creed ; and though they employed Syriac in
the service of the Church, they hardly possessed suffi-
cient knowledge of the language to read the public
prayers, and frequently were unable to explain what
they had recited.

Between the years 1730 and 1750, the Danish
Mission at Tranquebar was frequently visited by
Cattanars of all creeds from Cochin and Travancore.
The impression which these priests made upon the
Danes was far from favourable. They secemed to
possess little or no theological knowledge ; their
literary attainments were of the slenderest character ;
their whole attention seemed to be devoted to con-
troversies of a ritualistic character ; and their p;eju—"
dices of caste were so strong that they would not eat
even with the Christian converts at Tranquebar. One
of them said, that though he admired the nm
missionaries as good men, he objected to their re religion
because it was deficient in three things, viz.: -Fastin
days, the sacrifice of the mass, and the ad.
5 thvegm \Ieverthelass thed mzssx_"
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Christians ; they dwelt upon the numerous points of
agreement between the Syrians and themselves, and
they softened as much as possible the asperities
produced by ritual or doctrinal differences. But all
in vain. Their experience agreed with that of Chap-
lain Nicolai at Cochin. They concluded that the
minds of these Syrians were too bigoted to admit of
any reformation, that they were obstinately attached
to their ancient traditions, and to the recently intro-
duced Romish superstitions.
' After this failure, no further attempt seems to have
o been made for many years ; and meantime the history
> Syrian Church is shrouded in obscurity. In
‘a Bishop is said to havearrived from Babylon,
three years later several Jacobites came from
The Maphrian Basilius, commissioned by
rch of Antioch, in the year 1750, entered
ncore. Furnished with crozier, crucifix, and
he intended to consecrate Thomas to be Metro-
tan; but a dﬁi-sfaute arose ; the commissioner
fore selecting one Cyril, whose learning and
tehgmus character pointed him out-as the
son for this dignity. Nineteen years
&Howed thts desiﬁion md at
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In 1772, new discussions arose, in which Gregorius,
Cyril, and others, play conspicuous parts. Cyril soon
afterwards retired; the two foreign prelates died ;
and Mar-Dionysius once more gov erned in peace.
He seems to have been in every respect an admirable
man, and true Christian. His government was firm,
yet gentle; he did his utmost to promote practical
religion amongst the poor Syrians ; and he made
every effort to allay the ferment of theological strife.
He lived to a great age, and was visited, in 1806, by
Dr. Claudius Buchanan, who has left us an interesting
account of the interview. “ He was dressed,” he says,
“in a vestment of dark red silk ; a golden cross hung
from his neck, and his venerable beard reached below '{
his girdle. Such, thought I, was the appearance of
Chrysostom in the fourth century.” “I found him,”
he adds, “ to be far superior in general learning to "';l;!!ly‘a e
of his clergy whom I had seen. . . . He descanted :
with great satisfaction on the hope of seeing prmted
Syriac Bibles from England, and said they waﬂd be
a treasure to his Church.”? _

Here we must end our brief résumé of thqi Sy

Py



BOOK V.

PORTUGUESE MISSIONS, WITH
L REFERENCE TO MODERN
ONARY EFFORTS IN SOUTH






CHAPTER I

THE FIRST PROTESTANT MISSIONS IN SOUTH INDIA.

“ The experiment has been made now for upwards of a century by
Protestant missionaries in India, and with a measure of success that
T warrants the inference that God has not shut against His people the

o doorof hope.”—HouGH.

" WE propose in this, the concluding book of our Essay,
lﬂr before our readers a brief, but, we hope, a
ct outline of Modern Missionary Efforts in
India. We shall attempt to show how the

- affected by the various societies ; how the Romish
E Sficsions gradually died out, and how they have been
2 ﬁmﬂed. And we shall finish our work by submitting
ecent accounts of the actual condition of the
' a few suggestions as to the most

ifying its doctrine and ritual,
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of the carly English settlements in India. The
achievements of Drake and Cavendish, the voyages
of Lancaster and Middleton, the conquests and
annexations under Clive, Hastings, Cornwallis, Well-
esley, and their successors, and all matters of ordinary
history must be studied in the numerous volumes
which record the origin and progress of our Eastern
Empire. Our business is to treat of a nobler theme
though with an humbler pen. We must, therefore,
assume that the reader is already in possession of a
sufficient knowledge of the history of India, and es-
pecially of the South, to be able to follow our
narrative without our entering into such explanations
as would form too extensive digressions from our
main subject.

In the last chapter, reference was made to the
Tranquebar ! Mission, founded by the Danes in the
year 1705. The two pioneers were Ziegenbalg and
Plutscho,® educated at Halle, under Professor
Frank, whose greatest pleasure was to train y
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young Danes had sworn no allegiance to the Pontiff,
but had solemnly dedicated themselves to God. They
were destitute of Papal bulls and briefs, but they car-
ried the Bible in their hands, their heads, and their
hearts. They put no faith in external baptism as a
mere opus operatum, but they believed in it as one of
the sacraments. Firmly resolved, in the fervour of
youthful enthusiasm, to do and suffer all things for the
cause of Christ, they were yet entirely free from any
morbid love of ostentatious mortification ; and, while
ready to die, if necessary, in the propagation of the
~ faith, they felt it no part of their duty to seek death
for the glory of a martyr’s crown. In one respect
5 pr&-ammenﬂy differed from some, at least, of the
“« Missioners,” for they were thoroughly con-
scientious men, acting in the most straightforward
“manner,and, therefore, holding in abhorrence the policy
‘Dei Nobili and his followers, who unscrupulously
loyed disguises and forgeries as instrumentalities
converting the heathen. Landing at Tranquebar,
' met with a cool reception from their cautious and

matic countrymen, who, looking on the enterprise
mercial latform, ridiculed the young men




296 First Protestant Missions in South India.

country), and, therefore, without dictionary, grammar,
or I\'Iu-n.shcc‘ they sat down on the sand with the
Hindoo children and mastered the subject. This
gained, they had still to face the apathy of the Indian
character, the bigotry of the Brahmins, the hostility of
the Romish priests, and, above all, the prejudice
against Christianity, produced by the scandalous lives
of the European residents! In spite of all these
obstacles, they made way. In 1707 they baptised
their first convert, and built their first church. Between
1708 and 1711 the New Testament was translated
into Tamil?® and, at a later period, the Hebrew
Bible, as far as Ruth. How different is this from the
methods of conversion pursued by the Portuguese
missionaries, who relied on preaching in a language
which the natives utterly failed to understand, and
on the repetition of creeds and paternosters which the _
superstitious heathen were apt to regard as incantations

like theirown. The Portuguese never dreamt of doing

more than correcting certain alleged errors in ﬁhg
Syrian manuscripts of the Cattanars; but it was,m
part of their plan to diffuse the Scriptures amongst
people’ The Danes, on the contrary, looked.
% Nidcampls * Histoie
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F
|
|
’
’ the Church and the Bible as the two great pillars of
God’s truth ; and while not neglecting the doctrines
and ceremonies of the former, they felt it their duty
to translate the Word of God into the vulgar tongue,
| to employ the printing press as a means of cheap and
| rapid reproduction, and to educate the young in a
knowledge of the sacred volume. The experience of
more than a hundred and fifty years has confirmed, in
a remarkable degree, the sagacity of the two students
of Halle, in devising the only effectual method of
- converting the heathen.
"'._.;Z:'iﬁgenba.lg’s death, in 1719, left the Tranquebar
ons to the charge of Griindler, who survived him
year. Some pleasant intercourse had taken
ween the Danes and Mr, Lewis, the English
at Madras,! who wrote, in 1712, to the
an Knowledge Society in the following terms:
e Tranquebar Mission must be encouraged. It
the first attempt the Protestants ever made in that
. We must not put out the smoking flax. It
d give our adversaries the Papists, who boast so

the:r congmga.tlons De Propaganda dee, too
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in 1716. Passing over several eventful years, we find
the Danish Mission, under English auspices, extending
itself throughout the Presidency of Madras. At first
success was small, owing to their cautious and con-

scientions system of conversion; for, as we haye
already shown, their theory did not contemplate the
possibility of baptising the battalions of nominal
proselytes. Still, at the close of 1756 (the jubilee of
the mission) they numbered nearly three thousand
disciples, and they had established stations at Madras,
Tanjore,! Trichinopoly, Negapatam, and other towns.

Nearly half a century of this mission (1750 to
1798) is covered by the life of Frederick Schwartz,?
one of the greatest heroes of the missionary cause in
the East. Like Zicgenbalg, he was a graduate of
Halle ; but, taught by his predecessor’s experience, he _
had devoted himself to the study of Tamil before
leaving home. He was, therefore, able to preach to
the natives within a few months of his landing. The
name of Schwartz is always associated with Tanj
which he first visited in 1759, and where his i

ok
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genius of an artist great in the expression of human
character.! In 1777, while Hyder Ali was devastating
the Carnatic, Schwartz became a permanent resident
at Tanjore;? and so widely diffused was the fame of
his virtue, that the fierce Rajah of Mysore selected
Scwhartz as the only one with whom he would treat
as representative of England. Though his mediation
was unsuccessful, his influence was not diminished.
Hyder?® issued orders that the Christian missionary
.~ should be respected ; and, after the peace of 1784, he
o less conspicuous for his administrative ability
for his devotion to the great duty of preaching
His friend, the Rajak of Tanjore, was so
Schwartz, that he appointed him the
heir ; and though there is no proof
“ever openly professed Christianity, it is
at the lessons of his guardian had sunk
his heart, and had produced, not only a
fe, rare in Eastern potentates, but that still
'teleraﬁcm for other forms of faith. Am:l
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these merchant princes, who, a few years before, would
have sneered at him as a visionary, now ordered
Bacon and Flaxman to sculpture two marble statues,
one for the great church at Madras, the other for the
Mission Chllﬁ‘h at Tanjore. Sermons were preached
in his honour, and great companies and religious
societies vied with each other in efforts to perpetuate
the memory of such transcendent worth, and to
express their sense of the benefit which Christianity
and civilisation had derived from his exertions.
Though our attention has been fixed on the grand

central figure of Frederick Schwartz, it must not be
supposed that he was the only one in the missionary
picture  Tanjore, no doubt, was the focus during the
latter half of the century, as Tranquebar had been
during the former. From these points, lines of light
were continually penetrating the surrounding gloom..
Gerické, Kohloff, and many others! advanced i
Trichinopoly to the north, into Madura, Tinne
and even as far as Travancore, each mission becor
in turn the centre of others, In fact, the prog:
the first Pmtesmnt Mmsmns finds a fittir 4
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from a single insignificant stem, throws out its wide-
spreading branches ; and as each droops to the earth

| it strikes into the soil, and repeats the example of its
parent till the plain is arched with its glorious foliage,
and nations seek shelter beneath its shade. “Quot
rami tot, arbores.”




CHAPTER 1L

ENGLISII MISSIONS TO THE SYRIANS.
1806-1816.

“To unite them to the Church of England would be, in my opinion,
a most noble work ; and it is most devoutly to be wished that those
who have been driven into the Roman pale, might be recalled to their
ancient Church."—R. H. KERR.

WE are not writing the history of all missionary efforts
to convert the heathen of India ; nor are we directing
our attention to the operations of the various societies
throughout India. Our subject, though extensive
enough for an Essay such as this, is limited to a
narrower field ; and we must, therefore, pass over t
new era of Protestant Missions with which
XIX™ Century opened. The labours of Carey, W,

and Marshman, at . Serampore, in translating
Scriptures ;* the efforts of the London Missi
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Missionary Societies of England, America, and the
Continent, will only incidentally be noticed as they
bear upon our subject. For the same reason the
honoured names of Brown, Martyn, Corrie, Thomason,
Duff, Middleton, Heber, Wilson, Hough, and many
others must be passed over.

Returning to the Malabar coast, we find that after
the failure of the Danish missionaries, nothing was
done in relation to the Syrian Churches till the year

i) 1806. In point of fact, the various agencies for the

3 conversion of the natives were so intent upon their

m md interesting work, that they seemed to forget
~ the existence of the ancient Church of India, and to
affair of theirs to purify her from the errors
he had been forced to adopt by her Portuguese
rs. And, if this apathy influenced men who
ting their lives to the spread of Christianity,
not feel surprised at the slight interest which
ence of this early Church excited in the
the politicians and merchants of our Indian

Still, there were some distinguished excep-

one of these, Lord William Bentinck,

hﬁqﬂms addressed a_lett@rw Dr. R. H.
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is dated 3rd November, 1806 ; and although it must
be admitted that it is hardly minute enough to give
us an exact idea ot the position of the Syrian
Christians at that date, as to churches, divisions,
ritual, doctrine, members, &c., still it possesses a
certain interest as showing that the Church of England
was desirous of effecting a union with a body of
Christians whose creed was, in all essentials, nearly
identical with her own. His testimony, moreover,
is important as to the religious and moral character of
these mountaineers, of which his acquaintance with
the ordinary Indian type would make him a com-
petent judge. He says: “The character of these
people is marked by striking superiority over the
heathens in every moral excellence, and they are re-
‘markable for their veracity and plain dealing. They
are extremely attentive to their religious duties, and.
abide by the decision of their Metropolitan in all cases,
whether in temporal or spiritual affairs” He

presses his conviction as to the truth of the tradit
that their first head was the Apostle St. Thon
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original independence, in consequence of the revolt of
1663, and enjoying the use of the Syriac language in
the Church Service. They do not permit the use of
images as objects of adoration, but every Church con-
tains a statue of the Virgin Mary with the Infant
Jesus in her arms. The Metropolitan at this time was
Mar-Dionysius, of whom we have already spoken,
and who will again be introduced. This division con-
tained, in 1806, fifty-five churches, and 23,000 people,
but so imperfect were the statistics that another re-
port raises the number to 70,000! The second
on Dr. Kerr calls the Syrian Roman Catholics,
forced to join Rome at Diamper. They are
ed from their Syrian brethren by being
rernment, and from the Latin Roman
mploymg the Syriac language in Divine
virtue of a dispensation from the Pope.
> ecclesiastically subject to the Archbishop of
or and the Btshop of Verapoli. They wear
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orand festivals. This is a striking illustration of the
E]ﬁucucc which the Portuguese Missions of the
XVI* Century still continue to exercise over the
Syrian Christians in the XIX". The third body is the
Latin Roman Catholics, then under the jurisdiction
of the local Archbishops of Cranganor and Cochin,
but under the Primacy of the Archbishop of Goa.
These Prelates were nominated by the Sovereign of
Portugal, and sanctioned by the Pope. There were
only seven or eight European priests, but a great
number of natives, whose education appeared ex-
tremely imperfect, many of them, indeed, being hardly
able to read the Service. The total population of
- Latin Roman Catholic Christians, Portuguese and
natives, using the Latin language, was estimated at
35000. These dry statistics contain the essence of
Dr. Kerr's report, and we shall now turn to one of a
more interesting character,
Dr. Claudius Buchanan! says, in his interes|
Clmstxan Reswches, that“'rwo enturies
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| doubted by many whether they existed at all ; but if
| they did exist, it was thought probable that they
’ must possess some valuable monuments of Christian
| antiquity. The author conceived the design of visiting
{ them in his tour through Hindostan. He presented a
| short memoir on the subject, in 1805, to Marquis
Wellesley, then Governor-General of India, who was
pleased to give orders that every facility should be
afforded to him in the prosecution of his enquiries.” !
~ The principal objects of his tour were to investigate
the literature and history of this ancient Church, and
lect MSS. ; also to employ the most intelligent of
as translators of the Bible into the
Southern India, and as missionaries to
eir fellow-countrymen, both Christians and
In May, 1806, he started for the south, but
er before he reached Travancore,” where
dly received at the Palace of Trevandrum.
ulay obtained an audience from the Rajah,
very anxious to know the precise purpose
% “Whﬂnlmﬁthekajahthatthe Syrian
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afford me every facility for my journey, and he directed
his Dewan to furnish me with guides.”? From Trav-
ancore he proceeded, early in November, to Mavely-
car, and was much struck by the grandeur of the
mountain scenery in this sequestered region of India,
by the simple beauty of the churches, surrounded by
woods, and by one circumstance, which we quote in
his own words: “In approaching a town in the
evening I once heard the sound of the bells among
the hills ; a circumstance which made me forget for a
moment that I was in Hindostan, and reminded me
of another country.”

The first Syrian church Dr. Buchanan saw was at
Mavelycar, but the Syrians here are close to the
Romish Christians, and had been often visited by
Portuguese and other Romish emissaries. The Cat-
tanars had heard of the English, but so little did they
know of the outer world, that they thought the
English Church was under the Pope. They natu
looked on their new clerical visitor with s
- especially when he entered on a d!scussm as
S “ﬂgmﬁi languageof the fﬁm‘ Gaspe]s, whjgk
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churches of the interior. At Chinganoor ! he met one
of the Cattanars, or genuine Syrian clergy,dressed in a
white loose vestment, a little like a surplice, with a cap
of red silk. The Englishman saluted him, to his great
surprise, in Syriac, “ Peace be unto you,” and he
answered, “ The God of peace be with you.” Turning
to the guides, the Syrian asked them, in Malayalim,
who the stranger was, and then accompanied him to
the door of the church, where he was reccived by three
Casheeshas, similarly vested. The eldest was a very
2 Méhgent man, with a long white beard, reverend
~ and courteous in his demeanour. The people of the

ing villages flocked around, men and women,
of the latter proving that the country was
one. Still, though the whole bearing of the
indicated intelligence and a certain amount
culture, there were symptoms of poverty,
, and fallen greatness. Dr. Buchanan said
or priest, “ You appear to me like a people
known better days.” It is even so,” said
are in a degenerate state, compared with
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ever since. They,indeed,recognise our ancient personal
privileges, for we rank in general next to the Nairs,
the nobility of the country ; but they have encroached
by dcgrcc:; on our property, till we have been reduced
to the humble state in which you find us. The glory
of our Church has passed away ; but we hope your
nation will revive it again.” Then followed an inter-
esting conversation, during which the Syrian said
that they had preserved the Bible, that the Hindoo
princes had never touched their liberty of conscience,
that they had occasionally made converts, but that
it was not now creditable to become a Christian.
He lamented that their knowledge of the Bible
was very limited, that they had few copies, and that,
as none were printed, the writing out was enormous
work, with little or no profit. On this Dr. Buchanan
produced a printed copy of the Syriac New Testa-
ment. Nothing could exceed their astonishment.
Each eagerly seized it in turn, and began to read with
great fluency. They all professed an earnest d
to have the w/hole Bible printed in Syriac, for, a
the principal speaker, “Our Church languishes for
of *he Senpturm- They then dxscussed tlm
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while they in return narrated the recent history of
their own Church.!

Dr. Buchanan attended Divine Service, and found
the liturgy nearly the same as that formerly used at
Antioch. During the prayers, there were intervals of
silence for private devotion. Incense was employed,
and several ceremonies were noticed closely resem-
bling those of the Greek Church. There was little or
no preaching ; but the spirit of the Church had been
~ preserved by the Bible, and by a Scriptural liturgy.
s -Stlnll,-thexe was too much formality and coldness in
vice ; and the whole tone of the Syrian worship
i mnt of spiritual life.

. 24th of November, the English missionary
d reception from the Indian Bishop at his
: of Candenad—the Mar- Dionysius, of whom
apoken' Between fifty and sixty

: eplscOpal : palace “You have come,”
prelate, “to vmt a declining Church. I am
' wpes of its saeing better



212 English Missions to the Syrians.

late and print the Bible, Dionysius said : “ I have
already fully considered the subject, and have deter-
mined to superintend the work myself, and to call the
most learned clergy to my aid. It is a work which
will illuminate these dark regions, and God will give
it His blessing.” The Englishman was delighted with
this declaration, for he had ascertained that there
were upwards of 200,000 Christians in the south of
India, besides the Syrians who speak Malabar.

Next day there was another important conversation
on the possibility of union with the Church of Eng-
land. 7%e influence of theoriginal Portuguese M isst0ms,
supported by constant accessions from France and [, taly,

. was still so powerfully felt by the promoters of modern
efforts that it seemed almost impossible to arrest the
march of the Church of Rome. It was, therefore, an
object of the greatest consequence to secure the hearty
co-operation of the Syrian Christians, not merely on
account of the prestige afforded by antiquity, but
because of the peculiar fitness of the Cattanars for

preaching a pure Gospel in a pure language.  Still, it
; ‘was a delicate and difficult subject, and there
- evidently much reserve on both sides. The '
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such a union ; only let me not be called to compro-
mise anything of the dignity and purity of our
Church.” Assured oh this point, he conferred with his
Cattanars, and sent an answer : “ That a union with
the English Church, or, at least, such a connection as
should appear to both Churches practicable and ex-
pedient, would be a happy event, and favourable to
the progress of religion in India.” This important
document was signed “ Mar-Dionysius, Metropolitan
of Malabar.”
- From Candenad, Dr. Buchanan went to visit Col.
ay (the British resident), in whose company he
short excursion to the interior, spending a few
e too famous Diamper.! He then paid a
visit to Dionysius, who, though seventy-eight
e, had actually begun the translation of the
n the gth of December we find the traveller
ined tower and fortress of Cranganor, where
has landed from Aden, and where the Portu-
nce possessed a splendid emporium.  One relic
s. The descendants of the Portuguese mer-
ve passed away, but the successors of the
mlsswnarmhaﬁﬂle&rgmund represented _
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Rayvmondo, the Pope’s Apostolic Vicar over the
c]u[rc]ncﬁ of Malabar. This prelate was warden of the
Theological College at Verapoli, where about twenty
students were instructed in Latin and Syriac ; while
at Pulingalla there was another college, in which
Syriac alone was taught to twelve students. The
Papal Bishop superintended sixty-four churches in his
own diocese, and many others in the dioceses of Cran-
ganor, Quilon, and Cochin. “The view of this
assemblage of Christian congregations,” says the
traveller, “ excited in my mind mingled sensations of
pleasure and regret ; of pleasure, to think that so
many of the Hindoos had been rescued from the
idolatry of Brahma and its criminal worship ; and of
regret, when I reflected that there was not to be found

among the whole body one copy of the Holy Bible.” !

The Apostolic Vicar, an Italian, and one of the Society

De Propaganda Fide, gave his visitor free access to

the college archives, in which were volumes marked
“Liber hereticus prohibitus.” Here again was an
instance of Portuguese influence still at work. « Every iz
step I take in Christian India I meet with a memento
of the Inquisition,” is the testimony of Dr,
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ing for the native Christians, but, believe me, the
Inquisition will endeavour to counteract your purposes
by every means in their power.” When these words
were spoken, the Inquisition still held sway at Goa,
where it was visited by Dr. Buchanan in January,
1808, and though it is now suppressed, moral influence
continues to operate, even where physical force is no
longer feared.

Early in January, 1807, Dr. Buchanan penetrated
once more inland, and visited the ancient Church of
- Angamale! once the residence of the Syrian Bishop,
~where he found many valuable MSS. Amongst these

aﬂ_isﬁovered a splendid folio, containing the
and New Testaments, beautifully engrossed on
y wvellum, in Estrangelo Syriac. The Bishop
ed this precious MS. to the Englishman,
“It will be safer in your hands than in our
d yet we have kept it for near a thousand
2 How wonderful to reflect that during the
s of European history, the Bible should have
red in the 'mouﬁt'ains of Malabar, where it
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Dr. Buchanan left Travancore, the aged Bishop perse-
vered in his translation of the Scriptures, till he had
completed the New Testament ; and next year, the
first edition was beautifully printed at Bombay and
circulated through the whole of the churches of the
Seira. In order to conclude this notice we may
anticipate part of our narrative by stating that Dr,
Buchanan returned to England in 1808 ; but, owing
to various delays, it was not till 1815 that the first
sheets of the Syriac New Testament issued from the
press at Broxbourne. On the good doctor’s death,
soon afterwards, Dr. Lee, of Cambridge, continued the
work ; the New Testament complete was published
in 1816, and in 1826 the whole Syriac Bible was
circulated in Malabar,

One portion of Dr. Buchanan’s experience amongst
the Syrian Christians must not pass unnoticed, as it
bears directly on the subject of this paper, and proves
that the Portuguese Missions of the X VIt century
continued to exert e most baneful influence on |
Churches of Malabar.
heard much of Papal
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paintcd figures, and the heathen rites, as if Jamself
unconscious of any wrong! * Thus by the intervention
of the Papal power are the ceremonies of Moloch
consecrated in a manner by the sacred Syriac
language. What a heavy responsibility lies on Rome
for having thus corrupte d and degraded that pure and
ancient Church. While the author viewed these
Christian corruptions in different places, and in
different forms, he was always referred to the Inquisi-

tion at Goa as the fountain head.”
~ An incidental proof may be added of the extent to
~ which the origmal Portuguese element continues to
~ influence this part of India, for our author says “ that
uguese language prevails wherever there are, or
), settlements of that nation. Their descen-
the coasts from the vicinity of the Cape of
to the Sea of China”; and in a long list
‘he mentions Calicut, Cochin, Tranquebar,
cc. He founds on this fact an argument for
tion of the Sm'xptum in a language so
' ean settlements, adding,
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through Southern India, every effort should be made
to purify the fountain head. And he has reason to
believe that the three thousand priests connected with
Goa would gladly receive copies of the Latin and
Portuguese versions of their authorised Bible, that is
the Vulgate.

We have thus given an account, necessarily im-
perfect, of the condition of the Syrians in 1806, and
we strongly advise our readers to peruse the whole of
the Doctor's work if they desire further information,
Great as was his success in securing a complete
version of the Bible in Syriac for the use of churches,
and in Malabar for general circulation, this was not
the only result. His interesting description of the
Syrian Christians excited much sympathy in England,
and the Church Missionary Society organised a
mission to Travancore for #ke purpose of teaching the
clergy and people, counteracting the influence of
Romish Missionaries, and restoring the Church to

original purity. This mission will form the su
of our next chapter.




CHAPTER IIL

THE ENGLISH MISSIONS AND THE SYRIAN
© CHRISTIANS.

1816-1833.

en to remark generally what charity and tenacr sympathy we

e towards these and similar relics of Apostolical Churches.

1d we acknowledge what is good in them ; withont

conformity to our Protestant models of liturgical wor-
\ notions.” — Bisor WiLsox (of Calcutta).

»f a long series of results. All the great
of history may be traced to comparatively
cant causes. A word, a gesture, a phrase
, hasty despatch, an intercepred letter,
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their fomenting unhappy divisions during the last two
Jundred years—divisions still in activity—may be
fairly held responsible for the difficulties which have
since arisen, and which have hitherto frustrated the
well-meant cfforts of the English Church to restore
peace to this afflicted portion of Christ’s vineyard.!

We have just seen how Dr. Buchanan’s narrative
had the effect of exciting a warm interest amongst
English Churchmen in favour of the Syrian Christians.
But, meanwhile, the old difficulty had arisen in the
Church of the Serra. The aged Dionysius had, some
nine years before Dr. Buchanan’s visit, consecrated
Mar-Thomas as coadjutor and successor, while he
nominated his own nephew to be /s successor. Great
dissatisfaction prevailed. But, at last, a sort of conse-
cration was performed at the bedside of the expiring
Metropolitan, and Mar-Thomas succeeded. The
irregularity of the proceeding strengthened the hands
of the discontented faction, who appealed to thé_
Bubsh remdent, and wrote to Anuoch for a )
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inoffensive Mar-Thomas terminated the dispute, and
the Ramban Joseph, a man of decided piety, succeeded
for a time in restoring tranquillity.

At this favourable juncture, Colonel Macaulay,
resident at the Court of Trevandrum, took a deep
interest in the resuscitation of the Syrian Church, in
which he was followed by his successor, Colonel
Munro. The result of their interposition, and of the
friendliness manifested by the Queen or Rdni, was a

decided amelioration in the political condition of the

: ssed Syrians. But though Colonel Munro did
most to restore peace, his mediation was fruitless

period of which we are now speaking. Un-
by previous failure, the Colonel took the
step of making an application to the Church
Society to send out clergy for the purpose
icting these Christians whom he had found in
debased condition! The expression is not
for as we have already seen, the word of
h nominally possessed by the people, was
while the vernacular was Malayalim; the
Church were chiefly in what was, prac-

3 the priests were almost
e was little or no vital
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religion in this fallen Church. The problem, therefore,
now to be solved was how the Clurch of England
missionaries might, with God's blessing, impart spirvitual
life to this decaying branch. The application to the
parent society was favourably entertained, and in 1816!
Messrs. Bailey, Baker, and Fenn were sent out to
the Syrians in Travancore, while Mr. Norton was
settled at Allepie among the Romanists and a large
heathen population. In 1817 Mr. Bailey opened a
mission at Cottayam, where the Réni of Travancore
had largely endowed a college, built in 1815 by a
rich Syrian noble, for the residence of the Bishop, and
for the education of the clergy. Colonel Munro, in
order to effect a permanent union on the most friendly
basis, formed a committee of management of the
Metran and the three missionaries, while the English
resident at Travancore, and the Dewan, or Prime
Minister, were to form a tribunal of appeal in all eivil o
‘matters. The collegiate staff included the Met _' o
as principal, two English clergymen, two |
(Syrian doctors), a teacher of Hebrew, aﬁ
teachers of Sanskrit. Nearly fifty mdm
wined the new mstsmtwn, and mdmgw
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upon a thoroughly matured plan, for we find the prin-
ciple of graded schools simultaneously introduced.
Three free grammar schools were opened, one in each
division of the diocese, not only for the purpose of
affording a higher education, but for preparing youths
to enter at Cottayam, while no fewer than thirty-seven
parish schools were established throughout the moun-
tains, glens, paddy-grounds, and coast of this hitherto
uneducated land. Another important duty was
~ undertaken by the indefatigable Mr. Bailey and his
—Mﬂus coadjutors. The existing translations of the

; were so defective that it was necessary to
e a new version, and, therefore, Messrs. Bailey
pson, taking the Tamil of Fabricius as the
completed a new rendering more agrecable to
idiom of the country. This done, types were
d, a press constructed with the aid of a native
¢smith, and in a short time there issued from it
‘-‘Sﬂ'ipmres, the Common Prayer, two complete
es, and many religious books.! The mis-
wportance of the maxim, “Divide




324 English Missions and Syrian Christians.

either not been subdued by the Portuguese in 1599, or
had thrown off the yoke in 1663. To Mr. Fenn
was assigned the chief direction of the educational
department at Cottayam, wherein he was assisted by
a European layman and a staff of native teachers as
already stated. The public worship was generally
conducted in the grammar school of the college, or in
the house of one of the missionaries. “On Sunday
morning I collect all the boys from the grammar
school, at ten, into the college, where we are going
through the Bible in the presence of all the teachers
and boys of the college and grammar school, At
these lectures I speak the pure truth in love, and
often when they have closed, have taken the Malpan
and other Cattanar teachers aside to ascertain whether
they have comprehended all that has been said, and
what has been their opinion about it. On Sunday
afternoon we have full service in Malayalim in the
grammar school. I, or a deacon, read the morning
prayers, as 1 am so partial to the Litany, and a
Cattanar preaches, as it was not till last monthﬂmt ¢ i
was enabled to perform full service, on which occasion,
after reading, I commenced my preaching course, by
- addressing them from the words ‘Behold, the Lamb
"-‘_-_&Guﬂ.. Aﬁserthxssemceisconcluded I have
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style. The whole number at this service does not ex-
ceed nine.” ! Some of the missionaries seem also to
have preached in Malayalim in the Syrian churches,
but their course must have been rather difficult, for
though the Cattanars were liberal, or indifferent
enough to allow the Englishmen to officiate, the latter
could not conscientiously take part in the Corbano
(Eucharist), as it too nearly resembled the Mass. *
For a time everything worked smoothly, The
sionaries took the deepest interest in their new
5 ; and we have several independent testimonies
o their zeal, prudence, tact, and courteous treat-
- of the Bishop and clergy of the Syrian Church.
, Principal Mills says :— The persons to whom I
y indebted for my intercourse,both with the
and laity of this extraordinary people (of
Indian language I was wholly ignorant), were
clergymen of the Church of England, resident at
.in Travancore,and actively employed in super-
ding the college of the parochial schools ; the
"cf whmh bythegrant of the heathen govern-
the latter, by the des:re and
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such superintendence may appear, and almost unpre-
cedented, there is nothing in it, as exercised by these
clergymen, which they visit, or as far as I am capable
of judging of that to which they themselves belong.”
And again: “They do nothing but by the express
sanction of the Metropolitan consulting and em-
ploying them ; their use of the Anglican Service for
themselves and families at one of his chapels is agree-
able to the catholic practice of these Christians (who
allowed the same 250 years ago to the Portuguese
priests, as to persons rightly and canonically or-
dained, even while they were resisting their usurpa-
tions) and is totally unconnected with any purpose of
obtruding even that Liturgy upon the Syrian Church 3
while their conduct with respect to those parts of the
Syrian ritual and practice which all Protestants must
condemn, is that of silence; which, without the
appearance of approval, leaves it to the gradual '_
_ influence of the knowledge now disseminating itself
to undermine, and at length by regular authority to
remove them,”! _ :

S RSl e S R St
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we discovered an ancient church on our right hand in
a romantic situation amongst the trees, and slightly
elevated above the valley through which flows the
stream that we were ascending. A little further to
the left, and in the valley, was the Syrian College. |
landed about half-a-mile from Mr. Fenn's house, and
proceeded towards it on foot ; but, before I entered
his ground, he came himself to meet me, and gave me
a Christian welcome.” . . . “All the missionaries
and their wives dined this evening with Mr. and Mrs.
Fenn, and I was a delighted spectator of their mutual
ty and Christian friendship. It scems, indeed,
jar blessing from the Almighty to this fallen
t those whom, I hope without being pre-
us, we may venture to regard as sent fo be His
ured instruments in restoring her to her pristine
. should be all unquestionably pious men ; surely it
‘earnest that His blessing will attend their
» In another passage he says, speaking of the
tan. “Whenever the missionaries express a
giavdl“y accedes to it, as far as he is able; but
'm ﬂemwﬁw:t ‘manner, as their object
,w fmm thell' sug-
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him to his palanquin, with the greatest respect and
deference; by which, and similar means, they render
him venerable in the eyes of his people, from the
honour which the notice of Europeans in this country
always confers.”! We may add one brief quotation
from Captain Swanston who, five years after Major
Mackworth’s visit, speaks of the satisfactory working
of the College: “The missionaries conducting them-
selves with great prudence, and being respected and
beloved by the people”® We consider it no digression
to have cited these authorities in favour of the English
missionaries, because, at the time of the disruption
in 1838, they were severely blamed by many of their
fellow-countrymen as having caused the separation by
their own officious zeal.

From the missionaries we may turn to the Syrian
Church. There can be no doubt that at first all was
couleur de rose, They could not fail to see the deep
interest taken in their welfare by their English fellow-
Christians. They were delighted to observe the kind
and conciliatory spirit of the missionaries who were .
| o amxious to infuse the real principles of religion

| nto the pecple than to dictate any alterations in the
ritual or doctrine of the Clurch. The Metropolitan

]
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and his clergy being, on the whole, interested in the
promotion of the Gospel, felt, at first, no jealousy of
the plans which the English clergymen suggested ;

and, as the head of their Church (a religious and
amiable man), was fully recognised in his official
capacity, and duly consulted on every important oc-
casion, they were not apprehensive of any aggression
on their rights and privileges, or of any attempt to
- destroy their independent existence. Many years
- passed in this state of harmony. The College and the
= Is did the work of education effectively; the
continued to pour forth numerous contributions
ascent literature of Malayala ; the pioneers of
went from church to church preaching the
message; and, as new missionaries joined,
stations were opened at Cochin, Trichur, and
icary. After a time, however, all these bright
ts were clouded over, and symptoms of dis-
e began to appear ; butwhether this interruption
ble relations must be attributed to the Syrians
- Englishmen, it is difficult, perhaps impossible,
deterrmne. Th@ae who lean to the former
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which #key had clear perceptions, but which the patient
scarcely felt, and in regard to which he might at any
time decline their services #zz fofo. They found that
when the novelty of the thing had worn off the old
Adam in the people had greatly revived. They saw
that the spiritual worth of the Church, and the task of
raising it up, had been much overrated. They found
the people careless about real religion ; they found
the priesthood unconverted, looking after their fees,
formal in their service; the whole body lifeless and
cold”* On the other hand it is confidently affirmed
that the missionaries had never entered heartily into
the feelings of the people or even of the clergy ; they
believed them sunk in ignorance and superstition, and
directed their efforts, not so much to restore that
which might be wanting, as to persuade them to
abolish, en masse, all that was offensive to their own
prejudices—and this comprehended apparently the
entire  Syrian ritual—and to substitute what are
technically called Evangelical principles both in doc-
trine and in worship, in place of the ancient usa
and doctrines of the Church.2 ;

- Of course different views will be taken of

L3
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transactions according to the ecclesiastical bias of the
reader. Some will look upon the rudeness of a young
missionary fresh from Islington?® to the Metropolitan
of the Syrian Church as an outpouring of that righteous
indignation which should characterise a true reformer,
while others will be ready to condemn such intemperate
zeal as calculated to hinder, rather than to help, the
purification of the Syrian ritual and the promotion of
- true religion. Our space will not permit us to discuss
this painful question, or to adjust with perfect precision
amount of right and wrong on each side ; but we
n to say that matters had gone so far in 1835
it was necessary for Bishop Wilson to visit the
stations, for the purpose, if possible, of pour-
1 upon the waters. At the conference which took
at Cottayam ? six points were submitted by the
ish prelate for the consideration of his Syrian
 The discussions which followed were con-
with Christian courtesy ; the English Bishop,
= Metran’s request, preached to 2,000 persons for
and recewed tlm thanks of the Syrian prelate.
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tenderly with these ancient usages. The advice,
unfortunately, was not taken, and it soon became
apparent that the reformers were determined to rest
satisfied with nothing Jess than a complete change in the
Communion Office, in order to assimilate the Syrian
Liturgy to that of the Church of England. The most
painful scenes occurred between 1833 and 1838, and
the opposition to the missionaries grew stronger every
day! At length the breach, which had long been
imminent, began in 1836, and was consummated by a
complete separation in 1838. This must, however,
be discussed in a separate chapter,

! ““Madras Church Missionary Record,” Vol I1L., pp- 35-6-7.




CHAPTER IV.

THE DISRUPTION AND ITS RESULTS.—1838-1858.

¢« Now, I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing and that there be no divisions
you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind
he same judgment.”—S. PAUL.

RE resuming the narrative in our last chapter, it
, necessary to refer to an almost forgotten con-
in 1772, in order to trace the causes of a
1 which tended still further to complicate the
05& Syrian Church. We allude to Cyril,
d Metropolitan by Mar-Gregorius. In 1803,
had consecrated a successor, who in turn ap-
»d /s successor, named Philoxenus, in 1812. All
Bishops had lived amongst the mountains at
and hﬁwmmard of on the Malabar

wever, Mar-Josegh dicd, and the
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coadjutor and successor, he retired from the stormy
scenes of the coast to the quiet of his mountain home,
The defeated party at length succeeded in inducing,r
the Patriarch of Antioch to send two Syrians, named
Athanasius and Abraham, to take full charge of the
Malabar Church. On their road they were kindly
received by Bishop Heber at Bombay, who implored
the new Metropolitan to use all moderation, and en-
Joined the missionaries to keep as free as possible from
the coming strife.! Athanasius arrived at Malabar in
1825, and, so far from using the moderation which
Bishop Heber had desired, he acted in the most arbi-
trary manner, summoned the native Metropolitan to
appear before him, declared all ordinations, since 1810
null and void, threatened all opponents with excom-
u\ munication, and obstinately refused to listen to any
advice. In the midst of this general confusion, Bishop
Heber was appealed to as a mediator ; and he was
actually at Trichinopoly on his way to the south
‘when he entered the fatal bath, Several interesting
letters from Bishop Heber and Archdeacon Robinson,
too long for quotation here, will be found in the‘ﬁyﬂ
volume of the “Journal”* The dissensions at last
reached so violent a pitch that the English Govern-
't was obliged to interfere. Athanasius
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pelled, several of the ringleaders were fined, the native
Metropolitan reinstated, and peace restored. This
occurred in 1826.

We have already seen that the union, cordial at
first, but gradually cooling, between the Church of
England missionaries and the Syrian Christians, con-
tinued from 1816 to 1838. The kind-hearted Metran,
Dionysius, who lived on such friendly terms with his
English visitors, and who really desired to resuscitate
~ his Church, had been succeeded by one whose charac-
- ter was not so good, and whose views of Church ques-

- tions were decidedly opposed to any approach to
' on. Colonel Munro had left Malabar, and the
natives, keenly alive to the influence of political
. no longer respected the missionaries as they
previously done. Superstitions which had been
ken, if not abolished, began to reassert their
ascendency. Prayers for the dead afforded a hand-
» revenue to the priests, and the doctrines of the
onaries on this point, of course, made them feel
- their craft was in danger. The avarice of the new
hop exhibited itself not only in his ordination of
tructed lads, but in his letting the College lands
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which he had just laid down, and purposely undoing
all the good which the missionary had just endeca-
voured to do.”! As the doctrine in dispute is not
mentioned, it is quite impossible for an impartial
historian to determine which was right, the Metran or
the missionary ; but the very manner in which this
characteristic anecdote is related, proves most clearly
that suspicion and subterfuge had reached such a pitch
that longer co-operation was impossible. Before,
however, taking the decided step of abandoning the
Syrian Church, the missionaries prevailed upon the
Bishop of Calcutta to expostulate with the Metran
and clergy. Dr. Wilson accordingly proposed that
the Church should, by its own act, purify itself of all
errors that had been derived from Nestorian sources,
and, at a later period, from the Portuguese mission-
aries, beginning with Menezes. .
- The Syrian Metropolitan, acting on this suggestion,

convened a Synod, ostensibly for the purpose of dis-
cussing the points at issue; but if the mission
version is a correct one, “ he succeeded by bribes
intimidation in preventing the reforming pa.rty :
being heard ; and then, by means of a majority
‘his own folhwers dlsmlved a.ll cozmectwnwith
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by the Syrians. 1 would particularly notice that zve
did not leave the Syrians to their own blindness, nor
did Bishop Wilson wish to force them to adopt our
creed or forms ; but, on the contrary, they refused our
kelp, and determined not to return to their own rules,
tenets, and doctrines of centuries gone by.” ! On the
other hand it is alleged that attempts were made in
18202 and again in 1836 to introduce the English
Communion Service, or an office much modified from
their own ; and one of the missionaries, in the report
for 1838, says “it was hoped that the people would be
 willing, ere long, to substitute our English Sacrament
Service in its stead.” * Now, if these statements are
correct, with every desire to do justice to the good
' tions of the zealous missionaries, one cannot help
ecling that these attempts to tamper with the liturgy
2K ‘af" an independent Church are quite indefensible.
: ting that there are expressions in the Syrian
which demand reform, and which no sound
chman would desire to retain, it by no means
s that three or four private clergymen of another

inion were in a nght position when venturing
A sation, the service of a
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in its true light. The conduct of these missionaries,
admirable in every other respect, seems, so far as we
can judge even from their own testimony, to have been
an illustration of the difficulty of doing the right thing
in the right way.

The rupture, so long imminent, became a reality in
1838 ; but the account given by Dr. Mullens does not
perfectly agree with that just quoted from Mr. Baker's
paper. “ After submitting to this opposition for a
long time, and seeing the labours of the missionaries
set at nought, the Bishop of Calcutta, a few years ago,
resolved to disconnect the Church Missionary Society
from the Syrian Church altogether. The missionaries
left the College, their assistants left the Syrian body ;
their converts did the same ; and the whole drew off
from the decayed Church, exactly as converts in
Bengal or Tinnevelly separate themselves from the
- heathen”! The union being thus dissolved, an
arbitration was appointed by the Travancore Govern-
ment, and the endowment of the Syrian College was
equitably divided ; half being assigned to the Metran
for educational purposes, and half to the C.M.S, for
training native Christians. With the English share,
new college bwldmgs Wi erected at Cottayam ; '
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seems as yet unemployed owing to the distracted
condition of the Church and the conflicting claims of
rival Metropolitans,

The Travancore Church Mission was distinctly
authorised by the London Committee of the C.M.S,
to commence direct mission work under the Bishop
of Calcutta, but independent of the Syrian Metro-
politan, in whose diocese they were labouring. A few
of the Syrian clergy and a small body of the laity
- seceded with the English party ; and an entirely new
ystem of operation commenced. The field was by

means solely or chiefly the heathen population.
: contrary, the English clergymen built churches
to those of the Syrians at Cottayam, Trichoor,
m, and many other places, and began a course
[ proselytising amongst the members of the Syrian
h in spite of the sentences of excommunication
inced by the Metropolitan. “A new method
ceeding was adopted. From 1838 to the present
the Gospel has been preached to all alike,

“and heathens, and all have been exhorted to

Rt s fhomacives ot
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Space forbids our tracing the progress of this
Mission, for the details of which we must refer to the
annual reports of the Church Missionary Society.
Dr. Mullens also says: “ These converts, and the
Missions founded for their benefit, have since greatly
prospered ; large congregations exist at every station,
including no fewer than 4,000 persons, young and old,
of whom 1,000 are communicants. Fifty day-schools
exist for boys, and 150 girls are instructed in the
boarding-schools. The chief stations are six in
number, of which five are in most important locali-
ties among the Syrian Christians. Trichoor contains
12,000 Syrians. Cottayam, Mérelikire, Tirmvella,
and Pallam are in the very heart of the churches, and
are advancing in usefulness every year. Their hand-
some Gothic churches, their school and mission
‘houses bear testimony to a purer faith and purer
missionary zeal for the true Head of the redeemed
Church, than their dull neighbours, the venerable
buildings of former times.”!

- This was written in 1858. Since that hme the
Travancore and Cochin Mission has been thoroughly

i Mymmmgm Tbeﬁeld is divide

| ‘worked by the Church Missionary Society with con-
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new district of Candanade. The most recent infor-
n::a.tion speaks of the Cambridge Nicholson Institu-
tion, under the Rev. J. M. Speechly, as having been
designed for the preparation of an Evangcli.s?ic and
educational agency. It now contains thirty-one
students, who seem to be educated chiefly as school-
masters, catechists, and itinerants. The Cottayam
College, under the Rev. ]J. Bishop, contains nearly
150 pupils, in the two departments, the college proper
(in affiliation with the University of Madras), and
the grammar-school, consisting entirely of day
: --fwholar.s, fifty Syrians and eight heathens. Eight

deacons of the Syrian Church form a clas-; in thiq

a Wthe Syrlan Church, “having had his education in
- our College at Cottayam, is prepared to support the
.mation of this Church to the fullest extent con-
nt with its distinct existence. Hehas discontinued

Iﬁvomtzon 0f Saints, Prayers for the Dead, and
y fession. He uses the vulgar tongue in

' solemnises matrimony on week-
5 the elunents in both lunda.



342 The Disruption and its Resulls.

I told them that we should rather rejoice in the suc-
cess of all Christian ministers if they did indeed
preach Christ and Him crucified, as this man did, for
the object of our Mission was not so much to gain
proselytes to our Church as to win souls to Christ.”?
Yet, in spite of this disclaimer, we find, scattered
throughout the recent reports of the Society, constant
allusions to the “conversion ” of the Syrian Christians
from their own Church to ours. For instance:
“ Twelve thousand persons of all classes have been
brought out of religious error, and united in a profes-
sion of Scriptural Christianity. To this body of
converts the Syrians, Chogans, and slaves have
contributed most numerously.”? And again: “The
Churches of Kollatta and Erecalta now consist of
Syrian Christian and slave converts, and that of
Thottakalta is composed of Syrian and Chogan
Christians.”® Further: “ At Thalawadi people are
converts from Syrians, Roman Catholics, and Chogans.
At Neranum all are converts from Syrians. The
- remaining four congregations are entirely composed
of Pulayan slaves. Of 852 professing Christians
 the district, 200 are Syrians by birth,

¥
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already quoted, says in his reports of November 25th,
1868, that “the members of the congregation here and
of the one at Niranem are composed of seceders from
the Syrian Church, and a few converts from the
[zhamas.”?

Such statements as these will be approved or con-
demned, as the reader may belong to one or other of
the great parties into which the Church of England is
divided. Most High Churchmen * will consider that
the missionaries, in converting so few of the heathen
and so many of the Syrian Christians, are departing
from the purpose for which they were sent out, and
" doing this in the diocesc of a Christian Bishop,
> face of his distinct prohibition, they are guilty
couraging secession and schism, especially when
do not deny that saving Christianity is to be
ind in the Syrian Church of Travancore? Low
-hmen, on the other hand, maintain that they
abundant justification for the course which they

. Miss. Rec., ” Oct.,1869, p. 306. B
b e, was closed, and I could see little of the internal
that converts were invited, not oaly
\ the Chistian population @round,
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have pursued in the errors which still exist in the
Syrian Church, of Nestorian or of Romish origin, and
they enumerate Transubstantiation, the Sacrifice of
the Mass, Prayers for the Dead, Purgatory, the
Worship of the Virgin and of Saints, Prayers in an
Unknown Tongue, Extreme Unction, &c., and certain
observances, such as the Elevation of the Host, burn-
ing incense, ringing of bells at the Elevation, &e.l!
The great problem, then, is to accomplish the refor-
mation of the Syrian Church from within ; and though
Bishop Gell says that “ for many years nothing has
occurred to revive those bright anticipations of refor-

mation which Bishop Wilson and many others for & -

time entertained,”? there are, according to last year's
Reports, decided indications of approaching change,
For example, Mr. Maddox reports : “ The Syrians do

not join our Church in such large numbers as they :

did ; and there is a reason here also which will account
for the fact. The Syrian Church itself has undergone
a wonderful change during the last ten or fifteen years,
In the south of Travancore, and especially in the
castern part of my district, and 1 believe the neigh-
bouring district of Tiruwella, reform has been ca

1=
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once shocked men of religious principle and enlight-
enment have been entirely removed in many churéhes‘
If it be asked, What, under God, has brought about
so great a change ? we answer, 7/e wholesome influence

- of our own Church in its midst, with its printing press,

B institutions, educated clergy, and European manage-

ment”t To the same purpose we may cite, “ Among

‘the Syrians in the neighbourhood, the effect of our

work becomes more and more apparent. The reform-

ing party among them is become so strong that the
stitious party is contemplating to separate and
another church for themselves, where they can

v _&e&’ own ways without molestation. The chief

block with them is communion in both

ch the reforming party has strenuously

. ‘being Scriptural, and which the super-
ogpoae., as being an innovation

nt mode of admimstmng
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though it is evident that some of their remarks
refer to the Romo-Syrians. Even of them, however,
there seems some hope, despite their numerical
superiority (119,000), for Bishop Gell says: “ Amongst
those who have been subject to the Latin Bishop, ze.,
in the Syro-Reman Church, there is a dissatisfaction
with Romish rule. They have very recently received
a new Bishop, a native of Travancore, consecrated by
the Syrian Patriarch of the East, and are desirous of
being allowed to read the Scriptures.” !

We have endeavoured, in treating of this difficult
part of our subject, to discuss the question with the
strictest impartiality. Still, we have viewed it from
the English platform ; and it is quite possible that
with all our efforts, we may not have done complete
Justice to the native Church. We shall therefore, in
our next chapter, allow one of Jier dergy to give a
Syrian’s view of her history, doctrines, ntual, md
- present condition,




CHAPTER V.

PRESENT STATE OF THE SYRIAN CHRISTIANS,

¢¢ Tt is not necessary that Traditions and Ceremonies be in all places
one, and utterly like ; for at all times they have been divers, and may
be changed according to the diversities of countries, times, and men's
manners, so that nothing be ordained against God’s Word.”—ARTICLE

IV
- WE are fortunately in the possession of a treatise,
: ~written two years ago, by the Rev. Edavalikel
ilipos, Chorepiscopus, Cathanar of the Great
v of Cottayam, in Travancore, translated from
Malayalim by himself, and edited by the Rev. G.
~ B. Howard, late Assistant Chaplain in the Diocese
of Madras. This curious document is in the form of
catechism, and explains from an Eastern Jacobite's
it of wview the first four general Councils, with
1 in{armatlmﬁ to the ecclesiastical observance,
. es of his co-religionists. It is simply im-

-

T
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a chapter for its investigation. ~As the Editor justly
observes, “the contention between the orthodox and
the Jacobites, so far as my weakness is able to appre-
hend its nature, is one that none but the most pro-
found theologians could enter into. Surely this con-
sideration should make us cautious as to the language
we use in reference to these separated Churches, even
while, following the guidance of the Holy Fathers,
we ourselves adhere rigidly to the teaching of the
Catholic Church.” The reader is referred to the
treatise itself for full satisfaction ; it must be our pro-
vince to give such an outline as will convey to his
mind a Syrian’s view of the Syrian Church.

First, then, as to its history. “In A.D. 52, the
Apostle Mar-Thomas came to Malabar in the reign
of Choshea. He was so successful in his preaching
that seven Christian Churches were founded by him
there.!  But for a long time after his death Christian-
ity was in a declining state in Malabar, But as India
and the countries in the East fell to the share of the
Patriarch of Antioch in the Nicene Synod, he ap-
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prince of Canan, of the decline of the Churches in
}\’Ialabar, informed the Patriarch of the same ; when,
in pursuance to (of) the orders of the Patriarch, he
sent the above-mentioned prince Thoma, and Joseph
| the Bishop, a native of Orfa, and other bishops,
priests, and deacons, and a colony of Syrians with
their families. They landed at Kodingaloor in the
reign of Chernan (Cheruman) Perumal, A.D. 345,
when the king received them gladly, and gave them
~ certain privileges and names of honour as accounted
by the natives, and a place to live in. By them and
~ their successors to the office of Bishop who came
#m Antioch were the Syrian Churches founded
(? firmly settled) and governed.
! “’Whenthe Syrian Church was in this state, the
Portuguese not only persecuted and kilied all the
~ Bishops as they came from Antioch, but their Metran.
' Pre Alleskes de Menesis (Alexius de Menezes),
residing at Goa, came to the Malayalim country in
1598, and having visited all the Syrian Churches (he)
ribed the petty princes then ruling the country, and
Syrians, in order to gain them over to his
t. And those Syrians who opposed his designs
o it to death. So by main force
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separated from their wives. (Menezes) also drew up !
a book regulating their future mode of living, and en-
joined a strict obedience to these laws on the part of
the Syrians. And anyone may know the great
enmity and wickedness which this Alleskes practised
towards the Syrian Church, if he thoughtfully reads
that book containing his visit news (? visit news) of
the different Churches, printed in Portuguese, in 1606,
in the office of Deogoo Gomis Low Tire, printer, of
a place called Vui Wersi Dadi,! in the country Coem-
pra, in Goa. After this, in 1685, Mar-Evanious, the
Bishop, came from Antioch, and with much difficulty
redeemed the now existing Syrian Churches from the
Portuguese ; and those Churches which could not be
reclaimed by Mar-Evanious still continue Romish ;
yet their liturgy is to this day in the Syriac.” 2
- Nothing can show more clearly than this quotation
e &n opinions which the Syrians still entertain of the
- conduct of the Portuguese missionaries, Philipos
- goes on to say that the Malabar Christians rose
against the Portuguese, and threw off their yoke, after
cighty-six years’ slavery ; but that a large party still

have given the English of the worthy Cattanar
et o
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clung to Romanism. He divides the whole Syrian
Church into six parts: 1st, the Jacobite Syrians;
andly, the Maronites, once Jacobites, but now
Romanists ; 3rdly, the small Church at Bagdad, also
converted to Rome ; 4thly, the old Chaldees of Nes-
torian views; sthly, the new Chaldees, or Poothen-
koorkar, who had re-adopted Syrianism, and 6thly,
the Palayakoorkar, that is, old partisans who have
adhered to Romanism.

The present Bishop of the Syrian Church in
Malabar is Mar-Coorilos Joyakim, but as he is un-
~ well, another named Mar-Devanasious has recently
wﬁved from the Patriarch of Antioch. There is,
ho , as has been already stated, a rival in the
on of Athanasius Matthew, of whom an unfavour-
~able account is given by Philipos, and who was
deposed by the Patriarch from all his offices. Into
 these particulars we need not enter.
~ Secondly, as to the doctrines of the Church. The

ans “believe in the Holy Trinity, which is the

the d the Holy Ghost, the only and
e only one creed, the Nicene,
same as ours. The Syrians
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death and resurrection, and at His coming at the
last Day ; and that He did not destroy His humanity
by His divinity, nor His divinity by His humanity.”1
The Cattanar next gives an account of what he calls the
Synods (that is the Councils), of which he admits
three, viz.: Nice, Constantinople, and Ephesus, but
rejects Chalcedon, in this respect differing essentially
from the Church of England, which recognises the
four first General Councils? The rejection of the
Council of Chalcedon, which expressly condemned
Eutyches, and declared the Catholic doctrine to be
that “ in Christ two distinct natures are united in one
person without any change, mixture or confusion,”
seems to identify the present Syrian Church with the
Eutychian or Monophosite Doctrine, if we assume
that the Cattanar's statements are authoritative. In
reply to the question, “ Why are the Syrians called
Jacobites?” he gives a somewhat confused answer to
the effect that Jacob Boordana (Baradceus) opposed
Nestorius, but he does not seem to be aware that the
Jacobites, in escaping from Nestorianism, were led into

the other extreme, maintaining that “ the m_m- i

human natures of Christ were eriginallyd"
lﬂ‘ﬁmmth&ybm-
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; With regard to the Eucharist, “they believe the
offering of the Kooroobana to be a holy sacrifice, and
the bread and winein it to be the real body and blood
of Christ.”! Of course, in so brief a definition as this,
it is impossible to conjecture the exact sense in which
the words are to be taken. There are those in the
Church of England that would consider them perfectly
correct, and even others of different Protestant com-
munions have declared that Christ’s “ body and blood
are verily and indeed taken.” * On the other hand,
these words might be interpreted to mean the Sacrifice
~ in the Mass, and Transubstantiation. If this is really
the doctrine of the Syrian Church, there must have
w astrong infusion of Romanism by the Portuguese
e onaries, for, before 1599, she distinctly denied
; m&ﬂb&t&ntlatlon and all the concomitant errors.
~ This is clearly proved by Action V. of the Synod of
Diamper. *

They honour and worship the Virgin Mary and the
~ Saints, but they do not give them that praise and
mpﬁhlp which are due to God alone. They pray to
the Saints,and % also pray for the dead (Questions
i m wtlon is, “ Do theyoonfﬁs their
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sins before the priest?” And the answer is, “ [t is
commanded that all persons, above seven years of age
should confess their sins.” This again must be an
instance of Portuguese influence, for Geddes states,
speaking of the original Syrian Church, “She denies
the necessity of Auricular Confession.” A further
difference between the ancient and modern usages
is found in the employment of oil. Before the Synod
of Diamper we read the Church of Malabar “makes
no use of oils in the administration of baptism,”
and “She knows nothing of Extreme Unction” ;1!
whereas the present Church employs two anointings
of the baptised, and one of the sick with holy oil? In
the account given of the doctrines of the Church of
Malabar in the XVIII*" Chapter of the 1st Book of
the Visitation,® it is made matter of complaint that
“ she ordains such as have been married several times,
and that she allows her priests to marry as often as
they please ; but the present Syrian Church does not
allow an unmarried deacon to be married afZer his
- ordination to the priesthood ; and, if a priest marries
a mmd time, he is consxdered to have fallen from his
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- Pk i g,

death of their first wives, to the office
only those who keep the vow of per
the office of patriarchs,”?

of hinhr';pq‘ but

petual celibacy to

The Syrian Church recognises the usual three
orders of bishops, priests, and deacons, but has three
degrees in each of these offices, First, the Episcopal
Order is subdivided thus: the patriarch, who is the
“over-ruler and lord of everything connected with the
Syrian Church”; secondly, the mapriana, a sort of
suffragan, deputy, and heir of the patriarch ; thirdly,
the metropolitan, corresponding to our bishop, who
gﬂverns the different parishes entrusted to his care,

- and ordains both priests and deacons. The three
pet m of priests are, first, prampan living in convents
~ under a vow of celibacy ; second, chor-episcopa, a
-~ sort of inspector, or examining chaplain; thirdly,
kashisha, a married priest, vicar of a parish. Of
deacons there are: first, the archdeacon, whose
business it is to examine the deacons, and to assist
the bishops; secondly, meshamshana ; thi.ﬂ?!l)’s
hypodiaconon, who assist the priest in divine
service and read the Old Testament and Epistles, but

these titles, but by the
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The allegation made in the “Madras Church Mis-
sionary Record,” that the Syrians believed in the
existence of Purgatory, is positively denied by Phili-
pos, who also repudiates the charge that they make
images and worship them. The only way of recon-
ciling these discrepancies is to suppose either that the
accuser has not carefully distinguished between the
Syrian and the Kemo-Syrian Churches; or that in
some special instances the Portuguese missionaries
may have left their mark.

Thirdly, as to rites and ceremonies, the Cattamr ;
gives us but a meagre account, taking it for gr n
probably, that the forms familiar to him are equally
tous. He merely says: “ Every morning and e
ing all the priests assemble in the church, when
pray and read portions of the Bible, as regulated in
their office-book, and offer incense. But on certain
festivals, and during Lent, and on other fast days,
they pray thrice a day, and perform the other rites as 3
explained above.”! We must, therefore, avail our-
selves of the narrative by Mr. Howard, and
deavour to condense a few of its mterw sta
ments. The description of a Syrian church
'heﬁounda.tpp.tnandms oef“’I‘he'__
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to Oriental custom : (2) a robe of black serge, or
coarse calico, worn in compliance with the former
custom of the Syrian priests, whereas the common
dress of the Malabar Christian is white ; (3) the
cuthino, like a surplice ; (4) the o770 or stole ; (5) the
sunro, a girdle or cord; (6) the zands, sleeves or
maniples ; (7) the plaino, chasuble, or probably cope,
made of handsome silk damask, sometimes of velvet,
nearly square, fastened over the shoulders by a button
in front; (8) the cap. Describing a visit to one of
their churches, Mr. Howard informs us that the
congregation consisted of men and women, on diffe-
rent sides, of dusky complexion of course, but robed in
dazzling white dresses; and while waiting for the
commencement of the service, gratifying their curiosity
at the expense of their visitor, many never having
seen a white man. The service followed this order:
The Cattanar, standing before the step of the throne
or altar, repeated the Gloria, the prayer “ Make us
worthy,” and the “Sedra” (order or series), then
putting on his black dress, recited the sist Psalm.
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and washing his hands, after which the bread and
wine (the latter mired) were brought from the pro-
thesis, or credence table, and placed on the altar.
After the oblation each vessel was veiled, and a’ large
veil thrown over all. The Cattanar next prostrates
himself, prays silently, rises from his knees, removes
the veils, and, crossing his right hand over his left,
elevates the paten and cup, with the accompanying
prayers. The commemoration ended, the deacon
begins the exhortation, “Srdpevkadds, —z.e., “Let us
stand in seemly order,” etc., the people immediately
answering with a loud voice, “ Kurielison ! Kurielison !
Kurielison ! "—1 give their pronunciation of the well-
known words—drawling out the last syllable with a
peculiar and most disagreeable flattening of the
voice.”! The officiating priest, placing the cup and
paten on the altar, covers them with a light veil, and
then, after the recitation of the general “ Sedra,” censes
the altar, and proceeds to recite the Nicene Creed,and
several short prayers. The large bell is then rung,
and the people sing the hymn Kadisha Aloha, accom:
panied by the clash of cymbals. This ended,
~ curtain was drawn across the chancel arch, and
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This being prepared, the curtain was drawn aside, and
the Cattanar read the Epistle and Gospel for the day,
after which the Cattanar returned to the altar, the
bells and cymbals were again sounded, and a short
prayer was uttered by the people.!

We have thus given a specimen of one portion of
the service, referring our readers to the volume from
which we have condensed this account, and to the
authorities cited below.> Our object has been to state
facts, rather than opinions, so that all may be able to
judge whether it is probable that the Syrians can be
forced into uniformity with the Church of England in
matters of ritual. And yet, are there not those in
our own Church whose ritualistic practices differ but
" Jittle from those which we have attempted to de-
scribe? Nay, more, do we not retain in our ordinary
service many significant ceremonies which, to the Non-
conformist, appear as unnecessary as those of the
Syrians do to us? The hope that must be cherished
is that the authorities of the Syrian Church may be
prevailed upon in Synod to purify their ce.remonial
from merely superstitious observances, retaining such

s ¢ Christians of S. Thomas,” pp: 139-147-
¢, Vol. IV., p. I34
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rites and ceremonies as are fairly representative of
Christian truth.

The difference in ritual, however, between the two
Churches is by no means the obstacle in the way of 1
communion. If the present Malabar Church deter-
mines to use theological language which asserts
Jacobite error, and expressly rejects the Council of i
Chalcedon, union with the Church of England is ?
simply impossible. “Even if the Jacobite heresy
were healed by explanations, the Filioque clause
would still remain between ourselves and the Syrians
of Malabar, as, unhappily, it does between ourselves
and all other Easterns. We do not say that this, too,
could not be explained. But it would need explana-
tion. However, we can still deal with them in charity
and brotherly love, remembering our own shortcom-
ings, not to add their weak and depressed state, and
the worldly prosperity, comparatively speaking, of
our own. It is to be feared that we have not alwafs-_g
done so.”

From a careful examination of the whole qu

~ of which this chapter is an imperfect summary,
mnhemrmmlﬁedaubtthatﬂ:em
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influence of the Portuguese missionaries in the X V"
Century.” As they retain all their ancient dislike of
the Church of Rome, it is little probable that these
corruptions have been imported from that quarter ; it
would rather appear that there is a natural tendency
in the human heart to engraft them on the Christian
system, when not continually irradiated with the light
of God’s Word. It may still be not impossible, if the
Syrian clergy could be raised from their depressed
condition, and persuaded to embrace the means of
education, that their teaching should be reduced to a
more scriptural standard, without any disturbance of
mt mles:asttcal system. The moral character of
people is still admitted to present many points
“of superiority over other natives. A simplicity of
“manner, accompanied by no small degree of honesty
‘and plain dealing, distinguishes their intercourse with
oothers, and renders it the more to be regretted that
esions undertaken for their spiritual improvement
for the present be so unhappily interrupted.!




CHAPTER VL

THE REVIVAL OF THE ROMISH MISSIONS IN
INDIA.

“We maust also remember that some of the Hindostan Missions are
of recent foundation, and others dafe from the Sixteenth Century.
Through many vicissitudes, these last have preserved Christian tradi-
tions, which rendered the apostleship of our Missionaries more easy.”

Our readers will recollect that the Jesuits, by their
disobedience and general misconduct, provoked Pope
Clement XIV" so far, that in 1773, he suppressed
their Order. A general restoration took place under
Pius VII"™ in 1814, and, from that time to the present,
they have gradually increased until they are said to
number in 1834, 2,684 members; and, in 1867, hey




Revival of Romish Missions in India. 363
which he laid down such clear and stringent regula-
tions that the prevaricating sophistry of the Jesuits

\ could find no plausible means of evasion. From that

i moment the influence of the Portuguese missionaries

and their followers began to decline. The supplies

from Europe were stopped, and, so far were the
million of converts which the Roman Catholic mis-
sionaries had made from showing any gratitude to
their instructors that, according to Romish evidence,
the Archbishop of Cranganor and the Bishop of

Cochin were reduced to such poverty that they had

~_to live upon alms.! The Portuguese Government, in

" _.!355, under Pombal, seemed impressed with the

~ necessity of extinguishing this obnoxious Order, for

we learn that a hundred and forty-seven Jesuits were
~ seized at Goa and sent to Lisbon, where they lan-
gmshed in prison for sixteen years.. According to
~ the authority which we have cited, “ forty-five Fathers
% mved, sole remnant of all the missionaries of
rdia 'Chmi, md America, amounting to many
the time when this snppress:m
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shepherds, vanished as snow before the sun; for we
read that in 1776, Fra Paolim found but 18,000 in
Madura, and 10,000 in Tanjore! For nearly sixty
years (1760-1820) scarcely any care was taken of the
Catholic Missions and of their numerous converts,
The older missionaries gradually died out, while none
arrived from Europe to fill their place.? i
But after 1822, there were unmistakable signs of : .’:]
revival. The torpor that had existed for more than
half-a-century gave way to sudden activity. The few
quiet, inoffensive priests who ministered to some re-
spectable families of middle rank and a numerous _
body of Indo-Portuguese were gradually supplanted
by men whose energy and learning contrasted strongly
with the feeble powers of their predecessors. Colleges
and schools, nunneries and other institutions sprang
up on all sides. The Roman Catholic clergy d
the last fifty years have so rapidly increased
they far outnumber those of anmy other persu
There can be no doubt that this wonderful
mainly owing to the re-establishment of the fas -fam
SocletyofJesus and here, aselsewhere,wew
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.

of the Jesuits was unquestionably their missionary
spirit, and the glory of their missions was that of
Southern India. Cardinal Wiseman says, “ Although
there may have been among them defects, and num-
bers of them unworthy of their character (for it
would not be a human institution if it was not imper-
fect), it must be admitted that there has been
maintained among them a degree of fervour and
purest zeal for the conversion of heathens which no
other body has ever shown.”?

We shall attempt to exhibit in the few pages which
we can devote to this subject the condition of the
 Roman Catholic Church in Southern India, first as to
statistics, and secondly, as to the state, intellectual,
al, and religious, of its converts, deriving our in-
~ formation chiefly, though not exclusively, from
Romanist sources.
~ In a previous chapter it was stated that the Arch-
bishopric of Goa was the metropolitical See of India,
: .ﬂmshm, toahmg for discussion here, arose as
1 enjoyed hy the Crown of




366 Revival of Romish Missions in [ndia.

the Indian Roman Catholic clergy. The representa-
tives of his Holiness, on the other hand, regarded
with European contempt the claims of the Archbishop
of Goa and his subordinate bishops. A schism was
the result, which continues to the present hour, for we
find that while fourteen bishops, seven hundred and
seventy-four priests, and nine hundred and eight
thousand laity, acknowledge the Papal authority in
India, one archbishop, three bishops, a hundred and
forty-one priests. and a hundred and twenty-nine thou-
sand laity continue to yield obedience to the Indian
primacy.! “In 1837 a furious war was waged between
the vicar-apostolic (an Irish monk) and the Bishop-
elect of the see of Meliapore. The former having
received consecration as a bishop in partibus in- B
Jfidelium, pressed the Portuguese hard with his
episcopal and apostolical powers ; while the latter,

though rightfully elected by the chapter of Goa, and

in possession of the temporalities, remained without

e last into the British courts, whu:h, strangely
ks memployedmadjudmmngmtherwal
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we observe that the Catholic missions in India are
divided into twenty apostolic vicariates, each under
its vicar or bishop, of which a complete list will be
found in the authorised directories.! Of these vica-
riates, Verapoli or Malabar dates as far back as 1659;
and Northern Bombay, 1669 ; Ava and Pegu, 1721 ;
Pondicherry,1776; Agra, 1820; Western Madras, 1132;
Bengal, 1834 ; Eastern Bengal, Canara, Coimbatore,
Hyderabad, Mysore, Patna, Quilon, and the Malay
Peninsula, all in 1845; Madura, 1846 ; Jaffna in 1847;
Vizagapatam in 1849 ; Poonah in 1854 ; so that the
~ reader will be able to see at a glance, by a comparison
: d dates, how rapid has been the progress of revival.
‘Roman Catholic writers see in this resuscitation a
mcmg proof “that the permanence which so
- wonderfully distinguishes these missions is not the
privilege of one or two places only, but is equally
conspicuous in every part of the country. It will be
observed that the Mission of Madura, founded by
“de’Nobili, still counts one hundred and fifty thousand
~ Catholics ; while that of Verapoli, the field in which
 so W ofghemmmnaues laboured, numbers

fhicty thonfaod"* Vespgl L
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figures bear directly on our subject. Another Roman
L:atllolic authority gives the number in Malabar at
228,000, and in Quilon, 56,000 ‘1 but in 1866 we find
it thus given, 230,000 under the Pope, and 40,000 |
subject to the Portuguese Archbishop of Goa. On
the other hand, the Protestants affirm that these
numbers are grossly exaggerated, and that the total
Romanist population of the district of Travancore
and Cochin amounts to about 140,000, including not
merely the converts from heathenism, but those who
have been proselytised from Syrianism to Romanism.?
The total Roman Catholic population is asserted by
Marshall to be 1,200,000 in 1857 ; but if we compare
his statement with that of the “ Annales de la Propaga-
tion de la Foi” (800,000), we are forced to one of two
conclusions, either that Marshall, with the characteristic =~
zeal of a pervert, has added one third to the actual
number, or that between 1857 and 1866 the numbe v
must have fallen to that amount?® Still there can |
no doubt that, after every deduction from

exaggerations, the Roman Catholic population is y
much greater than Protestant missionaries se
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posed to acknowledge, and that if any reliance can be
placed in official documents, in the year 1859 the
converts of Madura were 2,614, while in the diocese
of Verapoli “more than a thousand heathens are
baptised yearly, besides many Nestorians and some
native Protestants,”!

Though our enquiry refers more immediately to
the Syrian Christians, it unquestionably embraces
missionary efforts in South India generally, and we
~ therefore do not hesitate to refer to the accounts of

~ Madura by Father Saint-Cyr, in 1859. In this inte-
ing volume he records the conversion of 5,000
tics, 500 idolaters, and 400 Protestants, the
of the efforts of forty-three Jesuit Fathers.?
however, not quite confirmed by the list of
ns in 1864, when Coimbatore furnished 100;

alore, 174; Mysore, 200; Vizagapatam, 300;
‘Madura, 1400* A similar discrepancy as to the
of converts appears in the letter of Mon-
apostolic of Eastern Bengal,

1865 :—* Notwithstanding our
- of mms is W i
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during the year 1864 ! Alas! it is indeed so difficult
to make any one amongst the Hindoos, that the
catechists are very few.”! To the same effect the
atna writes on 2oth November,

vicar-apostolic of P
1864: “ To preserve the faith in the hearts of our

Christian flock seems to be the only thing we can
hope to realise at present, until it pleases Almighty
God to render this arid and immense country fruit-
ful”? How is this inequality of results to be ac- _
counted for, notwithstanding the equally devoted zeal
of the missioners in each of those districts. The
answer is to be found, according to Roman C :
lic writers, in the motto at the head of this chaj
and, if so, we may consider this admission as dir
testimony to the influence which the Portu
missions of the XVI*™ Century are stili e
Southern India.

The condition of the Roman Catholic
must next be considered, and it is but just
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phrase, “I am astonished at the faith of these

Christians.” ' In 1829, M. Bonnand rejoices that half-
a-century of trial had failed to destroy the faith ; and
ten years later, Father Garnier writes that “the
Christians of these countries are in general well-
disposed and strongly attached to the faith. 7%
usages introduced amongst them by the Jesuits still
subsist. But we shall have a good deal to do to form
them into a people of true Christians.” Father Louis
de Saint-Cyr, in 1842, observes, “ Within a certain
‘radius around the centre of the mission, a// the vil-

¢s, with rare exceptions, are Christian ; beyond

how valuable was the presence of the
labourers in this country, and what a
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r b ded

native Christians, I should endeavour to govern with
equal strictness.”! Dr. Claudius Buchanan declares
that “ there are at this day in India members of the
Church of Rome who deserve the respect and affec-
tion of all good men,” and throughout his travels in
Southern India there are numerous expressions such
as these : “ From Cape Comorin to Cochin there are
about one hundred churches on the sea-shore alone.
Of these, the chief part are the Syrian-Latin, or, more
properly, the Syrian-Romish Churches ;” and again,
“at Manaar they were all Romish Christians ;” and
« | visited Mahé and Calicut ; the Romish Christia_‘ﬁig:;
are numerous.”® Dr. Kerr, chaplain at Calcutta,
confirms this account, stating that “the R
Catholic Syrians are much more numerous than
members of the original Church.”® Dr. Middl
first Bishop of Calcutta, remarks that, “ Protestan
wea:e,ltwerehngoh-y to deny that the
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sibility in the public service. Some have given satis-
factory reasons to believe them t

Christians,” !

> be sincere

While searching for authorities in illustration of this
part of our subject, we have met with many striking
proofs—all the more valuable because ‘undesigned
coincidences "—of the deptli and permanency produced
by the labours of the early Portuguese Missions. Mr.
Thornton, estimating the population of Goa at 31 3,000,
considers that two-thirds are Roman Catholics? An
m generally hostile to the Romanists, concedes

uese language is spoken, and the Cross of
'-ridored Ll General Parlby writes: “ Amidst

the vestiges which they have left of their faz:!:
d@tmed to survive the débris of their earthly
aﬁd«gﬁ so firmly rooted that they will
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supposing the probability of occasional exaggeration,

accessions are continually made. But the doubt

which we have expressed in previous chapters, on the
conversions effected by Xavier, and in Madura by de
Nobili and his successors, recurs at the present hour.
What is the difference of the word “conversion” as
used by a Roman Catholic and a Reformed Catholic?
On that definition the whole question seems to hang.
Nothing can be easier than to enrol whole battalions
of nominal converts if due care is taken to make
the change from one faith to another as slight as
possible. “The rules of caste,” says Mr. Trevor,
«were retained so vigorously that churches are still
found in the south of India divided into compa
ments, and provided with separate entrances, for t
respective orders of worshippers. The feasts an
ceremonies of the new religion were purposely as
lated to the old one, so that while acquiring
substantial advantages of a temporal chara
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retain much of their former heathen customs. The
Hindus are very fond of show and noise in their re-
ligion ; and it is a frequent custom, in some districts,
to put the idols of their gods on a car or carriage of
some kind, on festival days, and then draw it about in
procession. This usage has been retained by the Roman
Catholics, only substituting the images of their saints
for the idols of the gods. In some places the same
car is used on Hindu festival days for the idols of the
~ gods, and on Romish festivals for the images of the
~ saints.” Similar evidence is given by Dr. Middleton,
: m of Calcutta, perfectly applicable to the system,
 the 1 in a different part of India. In the Island of
e, there were about 8,000 Romanists, who,
enrolled as Christians, and attending divine
i atthe Portuguese churches, were yet wedded

:lw of which they were particularly obscrvant on
deaths, and marriages. “ At the very time that
‘habit of attendmg a Clmstxansanc
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avoids quotations of the above character, may object

to Protestant opinions of the character of his so-called

converts, We will, therefore, make one or two brief |
extracts from Roman Catholic writers, and the first |
shall be the Jesuit Father Martin: “On Saturday
evening I got ready a small triumphal chariot, which
we adorned with pieces of silk, flowers, and fruits. On
it was placed an image representing our Saviour risen
from the dead ; and the chariot was drawn in triumph
round the church, several instruments playing at the
same time. The festival was greatly heightened by
illuminations, lustres, sky-rockets, and several othw
fireworks, in which the Indians excel; then
were spoken or chanted by the (,hnstlans, in ho
of our Saviour’s triumphing over death and hell.
chief personage of the settlement, his whole f:
and the rest of the heathens who assxsted in the
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have lived, by conforming myself to the usages of the

country ; embracing, in many respects, the prejudices
of the natives ; living like them, and becoming almost
a Hindoo myself ; in short, by ‘being made all things
to all men, that I might by all means save some, —
all this has proved of no avail to me to make pro-
selytes.”! The abbé, a Romish missioner, be it re-
membered, gives a most deplorable account of the
concessions made to Hindoo superstitions of every
- form, asserts that he does not believe he made a
9 - single convert during his lengthened ministry, and
a&ndons the whole population of India to perdition.

S The reader can now ]udgc even from the limited

mtements on either side. Roman converts are, un-
nably, in many instances, as well conducted as
enominations ; and it would be hard

~of the Protestants that all their
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hypocrites, for there is abundant evidence to prove
that many have not only suffered in their worldly
fortunes on account of their faith, but have sealed

their testimony with their blood.
Our general conclusion is, that the zmpression made
by the Portuguese in the XVI™ Century, notwithstand-
ing numerous fluctuations, s¢i// continues to operate in
Southern India, not only on the Syrian Christians,
whether Jacobite or Romanist, but also on the
modern missionary efforts in that quarter. We must
express a hope that, amid many tares, much true
wheat has been scattered in the soil of the Deccan
and that should a reformation take place amon

effect throughout the whole of this vast region,
writer well acquainted with India has said, “F
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APPENDIX A.

THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY'S APPEAL FOR
THE ASSYRIAN CHRISTIANS.

following ““ Appeal on behalf of the Christians of Assyria,
called the Nestorians,” has been put forth by the Primate
England, after consultation with other members of the English
e, as well as with the influential Committee which his Grace

ey—have recently appealed for help to the Church of England.
appeal, signed by several Assyrian bishops, priests, deacons, and

the laity, and ratified with the seal of their Catholicos or
' Shimin, addressed to theAtchblshop of Canter-
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contribute to a mission to these poor eastern Christians. It is a very
modest petition that we should send out two missionaries, who might
bear comfort and consolation to those who are now really in very
great distress. Their position is a very painful one. They are
between two hostile forces, the Mohammedan on the one hand, and
the Papal on the other; and they are persecuted by both. They
appeal to us.’

““The claims of these Assyrian Christians upon the liberality of
English Churchmen are too obvious to require any lengthened exposition.
Isolated from the great body of Christendom, they cannot look, like
other eastern Christians, to powerful European protectors. With the
exception of one alleged theological error upon a cardinal point—
which, however, they disclaim, and are professedly ready to repudiate
—they have preserved, throughout centuries of severe persecution, the
primitive creed and doctrine of the Catholic and Apostolic Church.
Among them the eucharistic cup has never been denied to the
laity, nor the nght of marriage to the priesthood ; there is no super-
stitious use of images or pictures; purgatory and indulgences are
unknown ; while the reading of the Holy Scriptures by all in the
vulgar tongue is, so far as their scanty supply of books en:
diligently practised.

“To our own communion, brought back, through God’s
upon the Reformation, to the primitive standard, this ancient
especially and most reasonably attracted; mdwem i
th_en' hopes of obtaining assistance from us myherum




Appendix. 389

Ve heartily trust that this Appeal will prove the means of eliciting a
'-sl.l|l‘wl.‘u‘lll.l| and adequate response from all members of the Church of
England who—to adopt the language of the resolution on the subject
passed at the recent meeting of the Anglo-Continental Society—
‘“reverence the Christendom of antiquity, yearn for re-union on a
primitive basis, and are anxious to extend the blessings of the Gospel
among unbelievers,” Tt is announced at the foot of this Appeal that
subscriptions may be paid to the account of the ** Assyrian Christians’
Fund,” at the London offices of the Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel.

An appreciative notice of Mr. Badger’s paper on the so-called Nes-
torians—as reprinted from our pages—which appeared in the last
number of the S.P.G. official organ, the Mission Field, concludes in
terms which aptly expound and reinforce the pleading of the Lambeth
Am P
*Why, it may be asked, is this ancient Church, which has kept the
light of Christianity alive amidst Mohammedan darkness, in outward
tion from the whole of Christendom ? The reason is its refusal to
decrees of the Council of Ephesus: the Assyrian Christians
_eﬂl the Blessed Virgin 7%eofokos (her who gave birth to God),
 commemorate Nestorius among the saints. Their isolaled
and their peculiar language, may account for this. The word
- Theotokos is translated implies in their language more than
5 in Greek ; and if, in refusing to accept that word, they only
n to refuse to say that our Blessed Lord is God of the substance of
er, it would be hard to blame them. Mr. Badger believes
‘they might be induced, by proper explanations, to accept the
' mde at Ephsns and to erase the name of Nestorius.

of this ancient Church for help to educate
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The Society for Promoting ( “hristian Knowledge will not, we believe,
be behind her younger sister in contributing assistance to this move-
ment. That corporation possesses, besides a most valuable collection
of Nestorian, Jacobite, and other ecclesiastical Syriac and Arabic MSS.,
several accurate translations of works pertaining to our own Church and
theology, which ought, with as little delay as possible, to be pnmed
and put in circulation among the Christians of the East. One such is
a version of our Prayer-book in that Syrian dialect in which the rituals
of the so-called Nestorians are written. This work would obviously be
of great service to the clergy and the few educated laymen of that
body ; it would also be of some use to the Papal Chaldzeans, though
these for the'most part are as familiar with Arabic; and it would pro-
bably find currency, moreover, among the priesthood of the Jacobites
throughout Asiatic Turkey, and of even the Christians of St. Thomas
in India. The Society possesses also an Arabic translation of Jewell’s
“ Apology,” which by its arguments against Romanism, and by its vindi-
cation of the English Reformation, would be of two-fold Catholic
advantage to all Christians from Egypt to Mesopotamm, and, in short,
in every country where the *‘ French of the East” is spoken. We
would recommend the publication, in the first instance, of these
sions of the Prayer-book and Jewell's “ Apology ; " but it should not hg-
long before they are followed by the Books of Homilies and by Ne :
* Fasts and Festivals,” which also the same Society has nearlyin
for its Arabic press.

Among several indications which we have noticed of the 1
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THE CHRISTIANS OF ASSYRIA, COMMONLY
CALLED “ NESTORIANS.”

cH are the lamentable divergences of opinion in our own Church,
such the pressing claims of our own people upon her zeal and de-
 were we not persuaded that concurrence in one benevolent
to promote unity amongst ourselves and the expansion
ies, I should not be here to plead in behalf of a foreign

tﬁﬁ’W” of the present day, of whom I am to
s of Kurdistin in Turkey, and the plains
' _:Inthemlyagﬁof the Christian era they
larger of the East, including Central

‘and even China ; mduntilmthm the last three centuries
of those people who inhabit the plains bordering on the
around Mosul, “called *‘ Chaldeans "—a title given
t mﬁwwmged to the same
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moved, first to Baghdad ; then to Mosul, near ancient Nineveh ; and
eventually to |\’un"ﬁ:iur.~, in Kurdistin, the usual residence of Mar
Shimfin, the ruling patriarch. ' 2

The alleged source of their evangelisation, their gcogmphwn.] |l(}5]lll]!l,
and their retention of the Syriac language, are presumptive evidences in
favour of their Aramzic origin, and tend to corroborate the traditional
account preserved among them that their three patriarchs 1n succession
to Mar Mari were consecrated, the first two at Jerusalem, and the
third at Antioch.

Whilst there is internal evidence against the authenticity of a further
tradition, still extant in the shape of a joint epistle from the four
““ western patriarchs”—that is, west of Mesopotamia—ascribed to the
beginning of the third century, raising the see of Seleucia-and-Ctesiphon
into a separate patriarchate, on account of the mutual jealousies of the
Persians and Romans, and the dangers which the Assyrian patriarchs-
elect incurred in going beyond the Persian boundary for consecration,
there can be no doubt that the frequent wars between those two empires
were a serious hindrance to free intercourse between the Church at
Ctesiphon and the Churches within Roman tereitory.

Apart from these considerations, however, it is unquestionable that
the metropolitan of Seleucia-and-Ctesiphon was dxépalos, or inde-
pendent ; and, further, that considering the manner in which the
patriarchal office originated in the Church—several sees having adopted
1t some time between the Councils of Nice and Chalcedon, before
was formally recognised—the Churches under the jurisdiction of th
a.ﬁonrmid metropolitan were fully warranted in ﬁtabhshmg the in:
tion. The right to a patriarchate, or p]:qpeﬂygf_ﬂ]g :
government which it involves, is indirectly admitted and
Pope Julian IIL, who in 1533 : lika. an A
& Ofthe y
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vited to attend that council, but being incapacitated through age he

deputed Shim{in-ibn-Sibary and Shahdost to represent him. Then came

the persecutions under Sapor, who rivalled Nero or Diocletian in his

efforts to uproot Christianity from his dominions. The Syriac narrative
| of his cruelties, especially towards the clergy, is truly appalling. An
' instance of kindly fellowship between the Eastern Church and that of
| Antioch is recorded during this period. Sapor having ravaged the dis-
| trict around Antioch, carried away many of the inhabitants to Ahwaz,
| and among them Demetrianus, their patriarch, and several bishops.
Papa, the eastern patriarch, visited his captive brother there and
requested him to occupy his see, but Demetrianus declined the fraternal
compliment.

The next recorded instance took place about A.D. 410, during the
reign of Izdijerd, who applied to the Roman Emperor to send him a
ysician to heal him of a malady, as most of the native Christian
ﬂtd or had been put to death during the penecunons under

n | sovereign, obtained much greater liberty for
. Is-hdk, who was patriarch at the time, showed
ns which had been drawn up for the Assyrian
: ted Is-hﬁk with a copy of the western

anied by the iamous Acacius, Bishop of Amid, the
mls sent by Theodosius the Younger some years
son of ".-Gntbatomonalsnthemost
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and at the instigation of the turbulent Cyril, Patriarch of Alexandna, to
¥ hing of the equally factious Nes-
(Most gladly, I conceive, would
a veil over the scandalous

try—no, to condemn—the alleged teac
tu-riu.\. Patriarch of Constantinople.
the Christian Church in general draw
proceedings of that famous Synod.) In an assembly like the present,
I need not enlarge on the heresy ascribed to Nestorius, but we should
bear in mind when approaching the subject that Cyril had, as Hooker
says, ‘‘avouched,” in his writings against the Arians, that ‘“‘the Word,
or Wisdom of God, hath but one nature, which is eternal, and where-
unto He assumed flesh ; 7 which delcaration, although not so meant,
was “*in process of time so taken as though it had been his drift to
teach that, even as in the body and soul, so in Christ, God and man
make but one nature”™ '—an error which was subsequently condemned
by the Council of Chalcedon. Bearing these things in mind, I say, and
also the different uses which conflicting theologians had made of the
almost cognate terms ovoia and Uroorrdas, there is a gr7ori ground for
believing that Nestorius’ formula of ** two natures and two vroordrets
in Christ ” was designed to combat the fearful error, which obtained so
extensively afterwards, of the confusion of the divine and human
natures in our blessed Lord. Nestorius denied to the last that he held
* two distinct persons in Christ ; and Basnage La Croze, Thomas 2 Jesu,
and Mosheim have defended him against the charge of heresy. 5
But the question which more immediately concerns us is, whether 2
the so-called Nestorians of the present day hold the heresy attri-
buted to Nestorius 2 My own solemn conviction, after a careful study.
their standa.rd theology, is that they do not. Fortunately, some ¢
most eminent divines have come to the same conclusion, since
Assemanni, as Gibbon justly remarks, **can i""q o
and error of the Nestorians ;' * and our own learned Ricl
writing two centuries and a half ago, says : “ By
i mlm first moment of his con
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argument of the so-called Nestorians against the use of the word
feorokos, which, rendered in Syriac into ** Mother of God,” 1s much
stronger than the Greek title or its Latin equivalent Deipara, implying
that the Blessed Virgin was as much the parent of the Divinity as of the
humanity of Christ.) Field then goes on to say : *‘ Neither do these
Christians so say there are two persons in Christ, as if the human nature
did actually exist in itself, but only to imply that there is a potential
aptness in it so to exist if it were left unto itself. Vet the form of words
which they use is not to be allowed, for it savoureth of heresy, and took
beginning from heresy.”" Therein also I fully concur with the profound
divine, and I have every reason to believe that, in the event of any re-

. sponse on our part to their overtures for intercommunion with us, the
so-called Nestorians would forego their present formula, and adopt that
of the Council of Ephesus.

If we inquire how the title of ‘‘ Nestorians 7 came to be applied to
~ them, it cannot be denied that their adnpuon of a modified form of
Nestorius' questionable phraseology, saying as they do at present that
' e are in Christ two natures, two vroordoels, and one parsopa,*
open to the implied stigma ; but it is equally certain that it
ate malice of the Monophysite party—whose signal
e second Council of Ephesus, the *“ Synod of Thieves ™ as
, gave them an overwhelming influence in Egypt and the
randed them with the epithet. Such is the opinion of
ines, and the ecclesiastical history of those times corro-

, however—for distinction’s sake I shall so style those
| on the Constantinopolitan patriarchate—do not appear
d in the unchristian r of the followers of Eutyches



396 Appendix.

about A.p, s81—ITormuzd, son of Chosroes Anushirwan,

century later .
eshua-yau, to the Emperor Maurice,

despatched the patriarch, Mar Y
and about A.p. 628 another Mar Yeshua-yau,

on a similar errand ;
ral metropolitans and bishops, was sent to the

accompanied by seve

Emperor Heraclius.
were requested to draw up a formal declaration of their creed, which

being regarded as orthodox, they were invited to celebrate the holy
eucharist, the Greeks communicating with them, and they subsequently
communicated at the celebration by the Greeks. I sincerely wish that
time permitted me to read over a translation of those remarkable creeds
of the Eastern bishops which were submitted to the Church at Constan-
tinople in the sixth and seventh centuries.

The names, dates, and other coincidences in these narratives leave no
doubt on my mind of their authenticity, and I adduce them to show
that, far from sympathising with the Jacobites—as the Monophysites
then began to be styled, after their famous leader James, or Jacob
Baraddxus—in their enmity to the so-called Nestorians, the Greeks
actually held intercommunion with them up to A.». 628. The subse-
quent cessation of brotherly intercourse between them appears to have
been mainly due to the political state of the East, which ensued very
shortly after, on the irruption of the Saracens. i

As to the continued commemoration of Nestorius by the Assyrians,
they allege that it was usual for other Churches to request them to insert
the names of their saints, martyrs, and patriarchsin the * Book of Life”
—that is, the diptychs. Especially was this done by the Consta
politan see on the occasion of a new patriarch; and to this tor
attribute their commemoration, up to this day, of Ignatius,
Ambrose, Athanasius, Gregory, Nasianzen ‘John € -
many other Fathers of the East and West. The request
acceded to, after the names were approved by a provinci

In these two last-named cases, also, the visitors
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and bless them that curse you.”” Whatever may be thought of such a
reply in this particular instance, there can be no doubt that the Christian
Church would have been more exemplary had it been less profuse of its
anathemas.  Nevertheless, I am persuaded that if that were the only
bar to intercommunion with ourselves, the reputed followers of Nesto-
rius would be ready to abandon his commemoration, on the reasonable
condition of being allowed to believe that his formula respecting the
divinity and humanity of Christ, though different from that of the
Catholic Church, was not necessarily heterodox or repugnant to the
truth.

This my persuasion is founded as well on the opinions and practice
of the so-called Nestorians of the present day as on the reasoning and
: pmcadure of their old divines. The latter argue that Nestorius was
either their spiritual head nor fellow-countryman, but a native of Ger-
d Patriarch of Constantinople; and the name ** Nestorian,”

their community, like the term *‘ Protestant ” with us, is
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he Bactrians, the Huns, the Persians, the Indians, the

[‘IL‘JChL‘!I to t
the barbaric Churches,

Pers-Armenians, the Medes, and the Elamites :
from the Gulf of Persia to the Caspian Sea, were almost infinite, and
their recent faith was conspicuous in the number and sanctity of their
monks and martyrs. The pepper coast of Malabar, and the isles of the
ocean, Socotra and Ceylon, were peopled with an increasing number of
Christians, and the bishops and clergy of these sequestered regions de-
rived their ordination from the Catholic of Babylon (Baghdad). In a
subsequent age, the zeal of the Nestorians overleaped the limits which
had confined the ambition and curiosity both of the Greeks and Persians.
The missionaries of Balch and Samarcand pursued without fear the
footsteps of the roving Tartar, and insinuated themselves into the camps
of the valleys of Imaus and the banks of the Selinga . . . and in
their progress by sea and land the Nestorians entered China by the port
of Canton and the northern residence of Sigan [near Pekin]. . . .
Under the reign of the Caliphs, the Nestorian Church was diffused from
China to Jerusalem and Cyprus ; and their numbers, with those of the
Jacobites, were computed to surpass the Greek and Latin communities.
Twenty-five metropolitans or archbishops composed their hierarchy.”*
These remote branches, like the once flourishing sees of Africa, are long

since withered, and the community at present consists of a patriarch,
seven metropolitans, ten bishops, 250 presbyters, and about IS,JM!:
families, of which one-third occupy the district around Urumiah, Iﬂ&
th:ems;:mhemmmmofmm - s

part from the moot point of the Two Hjypostases, the doctri o

the Assyrians are in general accord with those of the Greeks; whe

without thc.-ﬁ lioque clause, g St o
with the ““oil of unction,” as a subsidiary part
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of the cross, as sacraments, thus making up the mystical number of
seven ; nevertheless, the term ‘‘sacrament” is only applied to the
latter five in the sense in which marriage is so denominated in our own
Homilies. No special ‘‘ outward signs " of *“ ordained by Christ Him-
self ” accompany their transmission of holy orders, and the grace
conferred by the imposition of hands is regarded as one of ministration
and spiritual authority, not a gift of conveying personal sanctification
upon those who are called to any sacred office in the Church.

The ““ oil of unction,” which is used in holy baptism, is styled *“an
apostolical tradition ;" ‘“ ke matter,” says Mar Abd-Yeshua, one of
their most eminent theologians, ‘“is pure oil ; 2ke form, the apostolical
benediction.” They know nothing, happily, of the Romish doctrine of
extreme unction. They also annoint a new altar—a service equivalent
to our consecration of churches; but it is specially presmbed that a
oil—not that of bapnsm—shall be used on such occasions.
with them, has nothing in common with the Popish
of penance. Their doctrine regarding confession and absolu-
be in perfect accord with our own. Auricular confession
mimlmm among them.  Such as wish to com-
] ist assemble together, or individuals consult
\d then meet in the porch of the church, and,
in 2 humbie posture, the priest reads over one
in the form of petitions, from the * Book of

g chiefly of prayers that God would mercifully
tent children. In the case of a penitent who had
h’e'isalsoslgmdwithoilinthémme of the Trinity.

' that Har Mﬂi and Mar Addai committed to the
' of the I.dmiui
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for *“ by it.,” says Mar Abd-Yeshua, * Christians are ever kept, and by
it all the other sacraments are sealed and perfected.”

Passing on to the subject of our Thirty-first Article, the ‘¢ Marriage

of Priests,” it it unquestionable that in the early ages of the Eastern
Church under notice marriage was not forbidden to any ordained per-
son. Two canons of the so-called Apostolical Constitutions preserved by
them attest the fact; and accordingly, we find that the Patriarch
Babai, about A.D. 498, and his successor Shila, were both married and
had children. A synod convened by the former expressly decreed that
¢ a]] the ministers of the Church should marry, each having one pious
and well-conducted wife, agreeably to the law, in order that they may
be kept from falling into sin.” That decree was reversed by a sub-
sequent synod under Mar Awa, A.D. 536, which positively forbade any
married priest being raised to the episcopate, which decree has been
rigidly observed ever since, so that Dean Stanley is at fault when he
says,as he does in his brilliant *‘ Lectures on the Eastern Church,”
that the Nestorian or Chaldean patriarch is allowed tomarry. Equally
mistaken is the late learned Dr. Neale, who in his notes to my work on
the Nestorians, which he kindly edited, attempts to throw discredit on
Babai and Shila, calling them both ““men of infamous character.”
The slander is borrowed from Romanist authorities, and is utterly
without foundation ; for the Syriac “ Lives of the Patriarchs,” which
prelates.  But the ambitious aim of retaining the highest office in th
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many convents, and some of the clergy and laity who elected to live a
more devotional life took upon them certain vows, of which celibac ¥
was one. At the present day they have no such convents, and, as far
as I could learn, no such conventual establishments ever existed among
the mountain community, although a church is occasionally met with,
at some distance from a town or village, called Daira (convent), occu-
pied by a solitary priest who has taken the vow of celibacy and acts as
pastor to the adjoining parish. But the celibacy of the clergy is not
necessarily perpetual ; for on just cause being shown, the bishop is
empowered to release them from the vow and permit them to marry,
with this simple restriction, that the marriage shall be celebrated in
private. Further, there are no nunneries among them : those styled
nuns do indeed take a vow of celibacy, but they reside in their own
T and are expected, until loosed from their vow, to devote them-
‘&am of Christian benevolence, in the same way as some of
of M

_ aﬁﬂr death, the Assyrians are in accord with the
' i thedotlrme of Purgatory, maintain the
righteous dead. Pardons and indulgences,
] by the Church of Rome, are utterly
practice ; and with respect to pictures
ith the old Iconoclasts in their abhorrence
worship. I have known them to wrench
crucifixes — always, however, preserving the
hold high veneration as the emblem of the Cruci-
at the ewtmce ef all their churches, and is
: pers ; it is placed upon the
Gospel and Eplstles, and Christ
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out their rituals; but direct invocation of the saints is comparatively
rare, and the addresses come immeasurably short of the language
sanctioned by the Church of Rome. The strongest which I have met
with is llm-lulltm'ing:—"U thou holy Virgin, through whom our
race, corrupted by the deceitfulness of sin, was sanctified, pray with
us to thy Sanctifier to sanctify us, and that through the shadow of thy
prayers He may preserve our life, spread the wings of His pity over
our frailty, and deliver us from evil. O mother of Him who causes us
to live, thon handmaid of our Creator, be to us a wall of refuge at all
times,"”

If to the foregoing sketch of the tenets of the Assyrians I subjoin
that their copious rituals are sublime in diction and teem with scriptural
thought and language ; that their services, like their churches, though
simple in the extreme, exhibit all the features of primitive order and
ancient ecclesiastical usage ; that their reverence for the Word of God
is supreme; that although the old Syriac of their rituals is barely
intelligible to them, nevertheless in theory they recognise the principle
that all the services should be conducted in a language ‘‘understanded
of Ehe people ;" and, further, that the clergy and laity generally are
de.mdedly predisposed to religion—I judge that enough will have been
said lo convey a tolerably comprehensive account of the existing
Assyrian Church,

Our first intercourse with that community took place in 1842, when
I was delegated by the then Archbishop of Canterbury and the Bishop
of London,' under the joint auspices of the Gospel Propagation and
Christian Knowledge Societies, to visit their Patriarch, Mar Shim
and to co-operate with him for the general welfare of his
Memew with him in the Tyiri country was eminently

e was surprised and gratifed o find that the Anglican was
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[)Lu]‘lle to Mosul, where I was temporarily located, and had fitted up a
room for daily service and weekly communion in E nglish. Deprived
as the refugees were of a church, I readily granted them the use of my
chapel, in which the patriarch and his clergy regularly officiated, and
the odour of the incense burnt in their earlier services still pervaded the
air when ours commenced. The refugees, as well as a sprinkling of
Jacobites and Chaldaxans, were generally present at our offices, so that
the room was literally crammed with worshippers ; and in the course of
a few weeks the Assyrians became so well acquainted with the order of
our English ritual that they always uncovered their heads at the reading
' of the Gospel, as they do in their own churches. In daily intercourse
¢ with the patriarch and his learned archdeacon for upwards of a year,
' ~abundant opportunity of explaining to them the doctrines and
ne of the Anglican Church, and so desirous was Mar Shimiin
ing intercommunion with us, that he eventually requested
. day during the service, to receive him as a communicant. If 1
to do so ﬂmmply from prudential motives, and lest the
misc 1ed by gainsayers, and I further pointed out
y of deferring the step until some definite terms of
“been agteed upon by our respective Churches.
ed the wisdom of these suggestions, but
mﬁmthﬁtmdmg the offer held out to him of
the Chaldzeans if he would submit to Rome, his mind
 on effecting a union with us. Unfortunately, the Church
pu;med to entertain the overture : our Convocation
than an ecclesiastical myth ; no mere Church society
' aqurd:m,mranynumber of individual bishops;
posal fell fﬁegronnd and the mission was

i and urgent appeals of the
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accept the proffered co-operation of the Americans at Urumiah to
instruct his flock ; but his reply to Mr. Layard, six years after my
departure from Mosul, was, that *“ he wished to be helped in that labour
by priests of the Episcopal Church of England, whose doctrine and
discipline were more in conformity with the Nestorian than those of the
American missionaries.” ! T visited the patriarch again in 1850, while
on leave of absence from my appointment in India, and was re-
ceived by him and the Christian mountaineers generally with the
warmest demonstrations of affection. He dilated on the temporal and
spiritual destitution of his people, and complained bitterly that our
Church had turned a deaf ear to his prayers. Alas! I could not hold
out any hope that we were then better prepared than formerly to come
to his relief. Since then the good old man has been gathered to his
fathers, and his nephew has succeeded to the patriarchate, under the
same title, Mar Shimfin,

One almost wonders that, after such treatmant at our hands, the
Assyrians should still recur to us for aid. Nevertheless, as recently
as November, 1867, Mr. Rassam, the British Vice-Consul at Mosul,
was charged to deliver a letter, signed by two bishops, several pres-
byters, deacons, and influential laymen, addressed to the Archbishop
ol'_ Canterbury and the Bishop of London, begging that delegates
::ght be sent out to aid them in promoting the spiritual welfare of

€ mountain community. The genuineness of that document was
hastily discredited by the Ummiagh missionaries, By
mlﬁe patriarch expressly confirms it, and rei
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India ; and whilst leaving them in full possession of their ecclesiastical
status, rites, and ceremonies, to promote the unity of Christ’s mystical
Body by joining them to ourselves in one communion and fellowship,
holding one Faith, one Lord, one Baptism.

What hinders, indeed, that, in due subservience to more urgent
demands upon her devotion and charity, the Church of England should
not occupy the Assyrian field thus providentially opened to her best
energies? One objection urged is that we should thereby be interfering
with a people canonically subject to the Greek patriarchates. Even
were this so, the arg'umenl loses all its force from the simple fact that
‘the Greek Church is utterly powerless to undertake the task. Moreover,
“should be borne in mind that our object is not to subject a foreign
unity to our jurisdiction, but to promote Christian union, on terms
h may lead, under the Divine blessing, to eventual intercommunion
all the Eastern Churches, and between them and ourselves.
in that the Greek Church possesses no cant:omcal authority
‘and never did. ‘¢ By comparing,” says Bingham,
ats that remain in the acts and superscriptions of
ils with the Notitia of the Empire, and comparing
r Notitia of the Church, it plainly appears that the
| into dioceses and provmces, much alter the same
ire.” The territory in which the Eastern patriar-
: , Seleucia-and-Ctesiphon, was originally situated,
Persia; and as it never formed part of the Roman
that see was never included either within the patriarchate
or that of Antioch. A reference to the ancient
ded within those patriarchates will fully bear out

in an oppnute quarter. The
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latine the Holy Scriptures into vulgar Syriac, they have established
.~c}1u:1~ among them, and by the diffusion of light and knowledge ha.\'c
andoubtedly aided them to resist the persevering efforts of Papal mis-
sionaries to bring them into subjection to the see of Rm?m. Their
success, up to a certain point, was mainly attributable to lhu:r’conser\'a-
tive mode of procedure, allowing all who joined them to retain the use
of their rituals, and to adhere to their own ecclesiastical discipline.
But, unless I am grossly misinformed, a different policy has been
adopted of late years, whereby those who become associated with them
are required to renounce their ancient use, and to conform to the
Presbyterian or Congregationalist standard. No step could be more
impolitic on their part, or more fatal, eventually, to the permanence of
their influence; for such is the tenacity with which the Eastern
Churches generally adhere to episcopacy and their ancient ritual ser-
vices, that any attempt to substitute the Nonconformist model in their
stead is sure to fail in the long run. (The movement which is now
going on among the so-called Protestant Armenians in Turkey is an
example in point.) It is mainly owing to the fear of similar encroach-
ments that Mar Shimiin refuses to sanction the labours of the American
missionaries in the mountains ; and, judging from a recent appeal from a
bishop and several of the clergy at Urumiah—some of them in the ser-
vice of the missionaries—many of the community #ere are anxious that
their Church should be reformed without being destroyed. Would that
th;;t;‘nerican missionaries could join heart and hand with us in so noble
a i ;
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THE CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY'S WORK IN
TRAVANCORE AND COCHIN.

~ Tue Society’s work in this field is, we think, very interesting and very
‘Whether we look at the picturesque region in the south-west
all India, in which it is carried on; or at the peculiarity of
of which the small population of nearly two millions
or at the character for enlightenment of its native rulers,
1ty interest ; and the progress of the mission hitherto
for hope for the future.




408 Appendix.

speaking Drotestant Christians of their own kin;:_:lum of ;1‘!':1\:lllt‘ill:t'.
l"mull\': there are the Christians in connexion with the Church Mis-
hit!ll;}!;' Society, numbering somewhere about 13,000. If we \\'uru.lu
count ingclhcr allwho bear the Christian name in Travancore and Cochin,
we should find the number to amount to not far short of one-fifth of the
entire population ; and to these we might add, as another peculiar
element of the population, somewhere about 1,500 Jews, who reside in
the important town of Cochin.

The most influential, though not the most numerous class of the
heathen population is the Brahmin class, They have great influence
at the courts, and great influence everywhere throughout the kingdom.
They are, of course, the class who are deeply interested in maintaining
caste and retarding the progress of Christianity. In fact, we may look
upon caste as a priestly idea from the beginning, cleverly devised for the
purpose of keeping the priestly Brahmins at the top of the social tree.
It is a matter of wonder that, with princes so enlightened as the
Travancore princes have been for several generations, and with the
Syrian church existing so long amongst them, the Travancore Brahmins
should be, of all Brahmins in India, almost the most privileged race of
them. One cannot but fear that the Syrian Christians, in the centuries
of the past, can have but little witnessed for Christ, and but little
declaimed against the monstrosities of Brahminism. 'If they had, it is
very probable that they would have received less
toleration from the native princes. At present, the indigen
of Travancore and Cochin (Numboory Brahmins
Comaber about 14,000. Foreign Brahmins (especially
country), who do not rank so high, and are not at all
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of the Syrians. Lifeless, indeed, that church might have been called.
The fountain of life was closed against the people by the word of God
being in a language (the Syriac) not understood by the Malayalim-
speaking people. The liturgical services of the Church were mostly in
the same language. No witness for Christ was borne before the heathen.
The problem, therefore, which the missionaries, on arriving in Travan-
core in 1816, had to deal with was how they might, with God’s blessing
on their efforts, impart spiritual life to the Syrian church, and so raise
it. It was to try this experiment they were sent forth. And what an
interesting experiment it was ! If God should enable them to succeed,
what a mighty lever for working India they would have prepared ! But
all experience shows that to raise into life a dead church is not an easy
They translated the word of life into the language of the people.
- were allowed to take, and they took, a b}‘;tema{ic part in the
of the young priests intended for ordination in the Syrian
preached wherever they had an opportunity, but they
1 to abandon the communion of his Church. They
i tion of the young. Twenty years were allowed
is experiment. At the end of that time it was
gravitation downwards of a fallen Church
, at first thought of. A new method of pro-
rom 1838 to the present time the Gospel has
Syms and heathens, and all have been
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greatly incensed, and at one time it is certain lhntl the mihhittnarics
could not have held their ground in the country had it not been for the
influence of the British name. The work has steadily held on its way.
May the Lord cause it to grow more and more, until it covers the
land !

What is to be expected from this native Protestant Church in Travan-
core and Cochin? What is their distinct Christian influence? Does
the word of the Lord sound out from them to their Syrian and heathen
neighbours?  Could their pastors thank God for them, ‘‘ remembering
their work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in the Lord
Jesus Christ?” Is there amongst them an anxiety to win souls to
Christ? Are the distinctions of caste abolished, and are they of one
mind in the Lord? We will only say that we know that there are
native clergymen in Travancore who, by the grace of God, are behind
none in their longing desire to save souls. We could enumerate many
instances where the Gospel has spread simply through the faith and love
of the converts themselves, We think, on the whole, that the questions
above asked can be answered in the affirmative with regard to the
Travancore mission as much as with regard to any mission with which
we are acquainted. This native Church has, we think, a strong claim
on the prayers of the friends of missions, that the Holy Spirit might be
poured upon it, that so its witness for Christ might become more and
more decided, and that the converts to the faith might be more and
more multiplied. ]
We have to ask now an important question about this native Church.
When may we expect that it will take its stand as an jnd,
Church, i.e., a Church independent of pecuniary aid from a
S?ciety?of ‘:‘:ts‘hen may ::d expect that it will become, under a
bishops of its own, an i ependent branch of the Protestant

England? We think that this i
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of it. The Church Missionary Society thoroughly realises this idea to
itself, and its present action in reference to the Travancore native Church
is that of gradually leading it on to realise it too. The Society does not
forget the difficulties of the native Church, composed as it is so largely
of new converts from so many classes, and it does not expect too much.
But not less steadily and urgently is it setting the idea before the native
Church in a practical way. For several years past the native Church has
been accustomed to look upon the support of their spiritual and other
teachers as coming out of a Sustentation Fund raised by themselves,
and supplemented by the Society; and they are taught that their own
contributions must increase year by year, and the Society’s supplemen-
tary grant decrease year by year, until it altogether ceases to be granted
It is pleasant to know that the sum raised by the native Church is
increasing year by year. It is to be hoped that the present native
pitmmnd those who may hereafter be ordained, will see the importance
of ¢ ring to maintain themselves on as small a sum as possible, in
that their own Christian people may be able the sooner and the
asily to maintain them without foreign aid. The neighbour Syrian
mﬁemthismpecttoour native Protestant Church.
catanars and deacons, receive no pecuniary aid whatever.
; mmymmm own people. We think that
which the native Protestant Church in 'hlulmn
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HINDOSTAN.

TuE Catholic Missions in Hindostan do not offer, as those in China,
the grand spectacle of entire provinces praying to be baptized, or
still more exciting interest attached to the persecuted Christians, as
those of the Annamite kingdom at present. In Hindostan, which is
the most important district of all Asia, next to the Chinese en
from the extent of its territory and the number of its inhabitants,
are thousands of Christian settlements requiring to have their
strengthened and enlivened ; also, a quiet but steady movement
the pagans, the Mussulmans, and the heretics towards

which claims development ; in fine, there are 150 millions of souls
enlightened and saved, Eight hundred missioners, under the
of seventeen bishops, are combating there night and day,
struggling against the inertness of whole populations retained i

by their habits of sensuality, sometimes iog agaiRaE thit
Pfejudic.es of the different e SESL 1
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inspirer of all the ardour and perseverance felt by the missioner, and
that He bestows these gifts in order to further and hasten His own
merciful designs. .

In Hindostan, as in most missionary countries, the zeal of the
missioner has a double object to attain: 1st. To maintain the Chris-
tians in the holiness of their vocation while surrounded by an infidel
population ; 2nd. To try and convert the pagans, and also to pre-
serve the Catholics from the effect of Protestantism, which, having
been introduced into the country by the English influence, is dangerous
to them, as it is also an obstacle to the conversion of the infidels to
Christianity, even though the natives have little esteem for the religion

of the English.
L

Theext.entofmhoftha vicariates, and the insufficient number of
ngelical necessitates a lpaelal orgmmuun in order to
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imitation of those which are given in Europe.” (Letter of the 15th
October, 1864.) ‘ : J

The hopes entertained by Monsignor the \'IC.'U'-{\[)!)SI.UIIC of Pondi-
cherry have been realised ; for, notwithstanding their natural al_)athy of
character, the populations have been roused, and abundant. fruits i?aw:
followed the holy exercises. The Superior charged with this laborious
ministry gives the following edifying details in his letter :

“We have,” he writes, ‘“begun our apostolic journey by Selam, a
populous and pretty considerable commercial town, situated at the foot
of the chain of eastern Ghauts, forty-six leagues south-wesf of Pondi-
cherry. There are only a few Christians in this town, but there are
many more in the neighbouring villages. The mission lasted for twenty
days, in order to give sufficient time for every one to take advantage
of it, and they certainly did avail themselves of the opportunity, Almost
everywhere I passed, several Christians, moved by the instructions they
had heard, came and threw themselves at my feet, saying, ¢ Father, I
have never before understood all that you have just told us. I have for
ten, fifteen, twenty years led a wicked life, having formerly made bad
confessions, but the good God has sent you now to bring me salvation.
Pardon me.” Then they commenced their general confessions, shedding
tears of sorrow, and I could scarcely contain the emotion I felt in
witnessing the deep contrition of these poor strayed sheep thus resmni
to the fold. X

“ From Selam we went to Yedapadhy, a village in which, from
imme:!:o_ria], discord has reigned supreme, notwithstanding the e
the missioners to make peace, the people resisting all such at
holy exercise of the mission, The retreat had only con
dayswhentheinhbitalm,oftheirm ! de peac
to throw themselves at our feet, ;
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your feet to hear your good advice.” One of the old men of the village
one day accosted me in a friendly manner, and when I passed on after
speaking a few words, I heard him say to his neighbours, * Ah ! if we
followed the good advice the father gives us, we would be much better
than we are.’”

In Madura, where only the greal centres possess missioners, the
Christians are only visited from time to time, generally about once a
year. The greater number, therefore, of missioners (they number about
fifty native and European) pass their lives travelling through the vast
districts allotted to them, trying to visit all the Christians dispersed in
the middle of the pagan population.
~ The Rev. Father Ant. Batut, of the Society of Jesus, writes to his
‘brother the following description of these apostolic excursions :

: “‘Iﬁe missioner’s suite consists of three persons—a catechist to
the Christians, a disciple for the material service, and a man for
~ox or the horse that carries our conveyance. When the
m&m the first Christian settlement he is going to visit, he
' and his suite in the church. They give this
1 m&wxﬂs thatched with straw. This building
It is the church, the presbytery, the
a plank of timber, supported by four legs,
Ilte jle and bed. Each day the charity of
s a ration of rice for the support of the Father and
ation for. confession and communion is made,
' ﬂ'ﬂ- children, extreme-unction administered to the
" ed, and all exhorted to a more fervent life.
ten andﬁ.ﬁeen days, according to the
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consolation of discovering the last vestiges of Christianity, which had
been formerly flourishing, but is now reduced to a few hundred Chris-
tians. We iimll make extracts of the accounts of his mission, written
by him to his brother, the parish priest of Develier, near Delémont
{1ii:scz’su of Bale).

““ Moudgal is about 140 miles distant from Dhawar. Our Fathers
had founded there a Catholic flock, that had long after been remarkable
for the wisdom of their laws.  This mission belongs to the vicariate-
apostolic of Madras, but as it is without a pastor, I was inviled to visit
it. I felt inward pleasure at the idea of visiting those spots that had
been the territory where the zealous devotedness of the children of our
Society had converted so many pagans; but on arriving there, my
anticipations were changed into sorrow instead of consolation. The
dwelling of our former missioners is now a heap of ruins ; the church,
to the infinite regret of the Christians, has been destroyed lately, in
order to give place to a new one, and the traditions and memories of
the old building have all disappeared. All that now remains is the tomb
of the most celebrated of the missioners of this country, Father J
Paradisi, whose memory is still held in great veneration by all ou
Christians. They never quit the church without blessing the tomb «
him whom they call their father in the faith. The epitaph of F:

Paradisi describes, in a few words, his life and his eulogy. Here i
translation of it ;

" Here lies the body of John Paradisi, aged 88 years,
He had the care of this Mission for 41 years,
and converted a number of souls to the true faith,
After giving us an example o every virtue
He departed this life on the 13th of January, 1793,
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mission. From Christmas to the Epiphany a continual festival was
kept up.” (Letter of the 3rd September, 1864.)

IT

The conversion of the idolaters and the Mussulmans is impeded by
almc:sl insurmountable obstacles, notwithstanding the great zeal of the
missioners.

“ To preserve the faith in the hearts of our Christian flock,” writes
the secretary of Monsignor Hartemann, Vicar-Apostolic of Patna,
¢¢ seems to be the only thing we can hope to realise at present, until it
pleases Almighty God to render this arid and immense country fruitful.”
(Letter of the 2oth November, 1864.)

- Monsignor Dufal, Vicar-Apostolic of Eastern Bengal, expresses the
sad regrets. His lordship writes as follows from Noucolly to the

.’

so difficult to make any amongst the Hindoos, that the
I do not speak of the Mussulmans, who come
¢ Hindoo population, and who are nearly all
1ce, and without any desire to improve them-
earthly pleasures, and brutally attached to

- sensuality. If by chance you happen
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they will admire the heroic devotedness and virtues that the (_,:ii'll'.\li;un
are continually displaying, and which contrast so strongly with the
superstitions and trickery of the Brahmins, all which they acknowledge
while witnessing the folly and abominations practised by these Brah-
mins, as well as their ceremonies, stained with cruelty, and which
constitute their exterior worship, They understand all this, but there
they come to a stand-still, and they are yet far from conversion. I
believe their hour of grace has not come ; but still, I don’t despair, but,
on the contrary, I rely hopefully, and even rejoice at the happy symptoms
of progress I witness ; for, a few years since, the Hindoos were inacces-
sible to Europeans, and particularly to missioners. It is, therefore, a
great step in advance to be able to speak to them of religion. As an
additional cause for hopefulness, I will relate a significant fact. In one
district the Hindoos of rank have decided on sending their daughters to
a Christian school. This progress has been brought about by one of
themselves, who has persuaded his companions in religion that it would
bz very advantageous to secure a good education, even for their women.
Now, if those in the higher ranks, who pass for the most enlightened,
give this example, many will assuredly follow it,” 3
The position of the Hindoo females is well known. The Christian
religion, in raising woman from her state of degradation and inferiority,
can alone bestow on her the honour and dignity that Providence has
assigned as her position in the family. The Hindoo women are y
disposed to become Christians :
“Alfhew:mina:tionofani?stmmn' at which a number of pag
had assisted,” writes M. Prieur, in the letter aiready allud.
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catechist to purchase their ransom. e worked for two days without
taking almost any nourishment. After long discussions on the subject,
the pagan demanded seventeen rupees, and the catechist had but
fifteen ; fortunately, the widow was still possessed of a sheep and a
small quantity of rice. These were both sold for two rupees, and the
entire sum required was forthcoming. The whole family have just been
received into an establishment for catechumens.” (Letter of the 31st

of May, 1864, addressed to Rev. Father Tassis).
One of our chief obstacles in establishing the Christian religion
amongst the Hindoos is their social system of castes. The missioners
'[ are endeavouring to put an end to this exclusiveness by means of
hanages and schools. Besides the advantage of a Christian educa-
obtained in all these establishments, there is a special benefit
1 in Hindostan—it is, that these schools are productive of Chris-

vicariates the number of schools is considerable.

s 113 Coimbatour, 12; and these two repre-
s. Mpysore, 17; Madura and Vizagapatam, 19 each ;
‘Quilon, 353 Pondicherry, 80; attended by 2,000

entary schools we are to add the ecclesiastical semi-
for the education of native priests, and also for the
influential classes. Several of those establishments are
For example, the college of Negapatam (Madura)
) pupils. The college of St. Francis Xavier at Calcutta

200. “Ibehighupmatinnolthislﬂmoouega.md
. in spreading religion in India, must be evi-
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instructed during the year 1864. Several of those _]"“Pi[-“ have been
married or placed in Christian families.  These are children of pagans,
the greater number of whom belong to castes that h:u"c never allowed
the Christian religion to penetrate amongst them. \\.'hen they leave
the orphanage, they become, by their marriages, little centres of
Christianity, and the newly-converted group round lht.am by degrees,
and many are thus encouraged to enter the Catholic religion who would
otherwise never have dreamed of quitting paganism. You are aware
that India is partitioned into divisions and sub-divisions of an infinite
number of castes, who never intermarry, and of their entire number
there are many in which there is not a single Christian. When, there-
fore, we speak of conversion to the pagans belonging to the latter
castes, the objection is always presented to us, *If I become a Chris-
tian, who will marry my children? If all my caste and all my village
are willing to become Christians, I shall be converted also,’ How can
we answer these objections when put forward by people who have but
a faint idea of Christianity, and who esteem earthly pleasures their only
happiness?  But when we can point out some of their compatriots.
already married, and living happily in the Christian religion, all these
objections about marriage disappear, and they yield easily to
representations of the necessity of their being Christians.” (Letter o
25th November, 1864). d
The history of these children gathered into the orphanages
sometimes, in remarkably striking instances, the paternal solici
lheAhm'gh’Wﬁ“ these poor awﬂﬂﬂd souls, T‘IE lowir
deuils‘:fa httug“mitten on the 10th of last June, to the .
Father P. L. Verdier, of the Society of Jesus, missioner
(Madura): et LT
5 i i__
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away by force; but the orphan resisted, and the affair was carried
before the tribunal. In reply to the exclamations of the bayadere, the
little victim exhibited her arms, burnt as they were, nmi cried out
indignantly, ‘Are you my mother, cruel woman? By what right have
you been guilty of such extreme cruelty to a child? No! no ! I shall
never consent to live under the control of your wicked power.” The
English magistrate took the orphan under his protection, and placed
her in an hospital. For a year, she got her ration of rice daily there,
and attended at the Protestant school ; however, as no one took care of
her after school hours, the magistrate began to fear she might fall into
evil ways. He had heard of our orphanage at Adeikalabouram, and he
asked me to receive into it his young protegée ; 1 accepted the charge
readily. After a little time, he visited the establishment, in order to
see the orphan, who came to him looking as merry as possible. * Well,
you happy here?’ he said, when she presented herself. * O yes,’
replied, ‘I ‘am happy, thanks to your goodness in having sent me
{ “your prayers for me,’ said the magistrate (who is a
recited the Lord’s prayer. After his visit, he
inquiring for the orphan, and expressing his
ess of the Abbé Bossan, who has consecrated
sing in the sight of God, though he is little
scia men. The magistrate is aware that this
W up t’!hﬁ pmnl property for the support of
: mﬂ&gfmmnkeheluds a life of privation and

contains eighty-five little girls
It serves also as an asylum
ism, and eleven old men,
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¢ At Coimbatour, the girls' orphanage is directed by native nuns;
and dpropos of these religious, the Abbé Pierron rcm‘ar.l-;s that the
incmasjm:: number of vocations to the religious life is a striking proof of
the prugrhcss of Catholicity in Hindostan. : o

“ Amongst the pagans (he says), the general question, the principal
affair which occupies their thoughts, is marriage. They often marry
their children before they are well out of infancy. For us Christians,
who live in the midst of such opinions, how much virtue and grace it
continually requires to surmount these prejudices! Nevertheless,
amongst our nuns, we have young girls belonging to the richest Chris-
tian families.  During the past year, five nuns were professed into the
Third Order of St. Francis of Assisium, two young ladies have entered
the novitiate, and three have become postulants. On the 8th of last
September, the chapel of the convent was literally crowded with
Christians, amongst whom were many Protestants, all eager to assist at
the profession, this being a ceremony so unusual in these infidel
countries. The nuns are twenty in number, fourteen of whom are
professed.” {Letter of 25th November, 1864.)

Though the Indian soil seems still arid after all the dew of the mis-
sionary labours and fatigues, yet it is evident that sterility is not over
the whole land, nor by any means is it hopelessly unfruitful, and God
sustains the missioners’ zeal with some consolation. The work of
?an:rphw and the schools prepares a future generation of Chr

The spostqlate of the pagan adults presents so mn.ny obstac
already explained, that we must not be surprised at the slight
The following is a list of the conversions brought about in some of

four ; Mysore, two hundred ;
m-”ﬂw ousand four hundred ; ]
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privations and trials, and I love them with a love of predilection.
Amongst the pagans who came to see me, I remarked a woman whose
child I had baptized when it was so ill as to be in danger of death. |
asked news ofit. ¢ He s dead,’ she replied.

¢ ¢ Say rather he is living,’ I answered ; ¢ for though his little body
has been laid in the earth, his soul is now gone to heaven, in conse-
quence of the blessing 1 gave him.! The poor woman appeared
consoled and happy:

« Two families of Vailamour came to visit me, and asked to be
paptized. They were sich in children of all ages, from 2 baby of one to
twelve years old. They immediately set about learning their prayers,
and followed me to Nangattour. Here a number of pagans joined the
Christians in learning their prayers. On the day of my departure, [

: blessed ten marriages and sent home seventeen neophytes. Scarcely
© had I baptized the latter, when ten others presented themselves,
» 1 would baptize them. I gave a catechist the care of
them for two m , and desired him to conduct them to
1of that ti Since this visit, I have had a continual
. At Attipakam, I baptized three fathers of
belonged to the pariah caste, and has since been
of our Lord Jesus Christ, after having received
ycence. All his re ions are being instructed,
2g the same grace of regeneration.
the Abbé Prieur, has
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The Rev. Father Victor, of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, lmrcfoulled
Carmelite, writes, on the 13th of last September, to the Abbé Bize,
Professor at the Seminary of Palignon (diocese of Toulouse) :—

‘I have very consoling news to give you of my district.  They con-
tinue to evince the same eagerness to embrace the true faith, and testify
the same affection for the missioner. My arrival in a village is looked
on as a general festival, and my departure causes an equal sorrow. My
first blessing on arrival is received with joy, and my parting one with
tears. My life passes in crossing mountains, where I have no shelter
except the shade of the trees; but everywhere I meet penitents that
quite surprise me, and conversions that make me forget all my fatigue
and labour. In one of the small pagan towns, where a Catholic priest
had never before entered, I have had the happiness of erecting a church
dedicated to Our Lady of Mount Carmel.” 3

Under the influence of divine grace, those pagans often give extra-
ordinary edification, and make the most heroic sacrifices that they may
remain faithful to their vocation.

“In the month of August, 1864 (writes the Abhé Pierron), a young
man belonging to the caste of the Vellalers suddenly quitted the village,
accompanied by his wife and two children, and went to visit the
missioner at Carmattampatty, saying to him that he wished to become
a .Christian, no matter what the consequences might be to him. As
this young man belonged to a very influential family, and was possessed
of a certain competency, the priest received him at first with great
reserve, fearing that he had only yielded to some sudden and rash im-
pulsfmmmingtohim;buthemgave-eﬁdent.m_gf inc :
of his conversion. The parents of the young man, on hearing the
had joined the Christians, and that he w 2
m’m-hm excited, and made great efforts to bring him

They went so far as even to ¢ wreaten the

they tried to coax him.
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‘“ You are aware (_Wl'ill.‘ri the Secretary of Mgr. Hartemann), that the
Hindoos are cruel in character, and that they throw into the Ganges,
unde‘r pretext of making |5I'|em drink of the sacred river, all their sick
a.nd infirm, or ager_l relatives, in order to get rid of them. Some years
since, a water-carrier brought to the convent a Brahmin woman he had
found half-dead in the streets. The poor creature had escaped from
her relatives, who were about to drown her, in consequence of her
being so infirm. The nuns welcomed her with tender charity, and
took such care of her that she recovered her health. They then asked
her what she intended to do with herself, ‘Ah!’ rcp!ic‘«_l she, * I in-
tend to become a Christian ; I desire to love that G« »d who has taken
pity on me, and even died to save me.” In the absence of the Rev.
Father Vincent, director of the convent, I had the consolation of
baptizing her, as well as a young Hindoo girl, of eighteen years of age,

- and three young female children.
~ “Recently, an old Hindoo woman was found at the gate of the
.nt in a deplorable state. The good sisters brought her inside,
kindness on her. This poor woman had been the mother
children, and the last remaining one had cast her into the
sisters spoke to her of God, of Jesus Christ, and of the
m. Sufferings had prepared the unfortunate woman
h e of God ; she prayed that they might baptize her,
die in the religion of Him who died on the cross for her.
. ._,hemgppm.chingherlasthour,lmuﬂtfm
(Letter of the 24th
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all those of the district of Surinam who had been enticed Into error
when this district was under the jurisdiction of the priests of Goa.
Their partisans are very few in the north and middle districts, notwith-
standing the number of their schools and their efforts to proselytise. It
is in the southern province of Tinnelly that Protestantism has most life,
because it has been for a long time established there, with the assist-
ance of the English Government.” (Annual Report of the Missions of
the Society of Jesus, 5th April, 1864.)

During the year 1864, there were one hundred heretics converted in
Madura. ‘‘All the missioners agree in saying that the twenty-five
thousand Hindoos who still remain of the fifty thousand that had em-
braced the Protestant religion towards the end of the last century and
the commencement of this, would all become Catholics if we could
protect them, and provide means for their being established elsewhere,”
(Annual Report of the Missions under the care of the Society of Jesus,
6th May, 1865.)

B “In the vicariate of Hyderabad (writes Mgr. Murphy). the colleges,

- schools, orphanages, and other institutions, are in full vigour and

f prosperity. They have become the sources of immense benefit to our

people by saving them from Protestantism and instructing them in the
~ Catholic faith.”  (Letter of the 16th June, 1865.)
- There were sixty conversions of Protestants in Hyderabad during the

A Mintheviuﬁueofh!ysoremmbued twelve ; and Pondicherry. -
» : [y S i . ¥ c ; !
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is about to be established at Allahabad, the seat of the government
of the north-western provinces, and one of the four principal cities of
India.”
Another letter, written from Patna by the same missioner, on the
24th November last, from which we have already given extracts, gives
ull details of the immense services rendered to the mission by the nuns
of Saint Marie de Baviere. ‘It is through their influence (says the
secretary of Mgr. Hartemann) that we hope for some conversions here.
Their devotedness excites the admiration of the Protestants and of the
thousands of pagans surrounding them. How much sorrow alleviated !
How many souls saved by their exertions ! Holy sisters, who have
left all to consecrate themselves (under the burning sun, and for ever
np f an incessant enemy, the cholera) to the education of the
soldiers and of pagans !”
0 of the nuns of Patna amongst ali the
e their lives to the care of children and
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gerous torrents, and enters immense forests infested with tigers, and, on
his return, is seized with an attack of cholera. :

We have rapidly indicated some of the trials to which the missioner
is exposed. We must add to the account how much aggravated all
those sufferings are in a country ravaged by plagues of all kinds. Not
to speak of cholera, which is, we may say, a permanent plague on the
banks of the Ganges, the storms, and the continued aridity and famine,
have devastated latterly, and completed the misery of a population
already very poor. The vicariates of Bengal, both central and east-
ern, and that of Hyderabad, suffer at present from two terrible cyclones
that ravaged parts of India during the months of April and November,
1864. At Mazulipatam, for example, *“ neither the church, the mis-
sioner’s house, nor the schools (all destroyed’ by the inundation), have
asyet been rebuilt, for want of means.” (Letter from Mgr. Murphy,
of the 16th June, 1865.)

An exorbitant increase in the price of provisions was caused by the
American war, in consequence of the grain crops having been given up
for the cultivation of cotton. At present, famine has succeeded to the
unusual want of rain, which dried up the earth in 1865. *Since the
month of November, 1864, there has been a complete cessation of rain
(writes the Abbé Gouyon, of the Foreign Missions, from Pondicherry
—letter of the 5th of August, 1865). The vicariate is entirely de-
5“"’_?"?= large trees are dried up to the very roots, the people are
perishing from hunger, in the fullest strength of the term
m““‘?‘“ﬂ“mmﬂlm&mm the
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the same force. For example, the northern provinces have been always
remarkable for their obstinate attachment to pagan superstition and the
0 doctrines of the Koran. ¢ We must also remember that some of the
3 Hindostan missions are of recent foundation, and others date from the
sixteenth century. Through many vicissitudes, these last have pre-
served Christian traditions, which rendered the apostleship of our
missioners more easy.” In fine, without secking to penetrate the
secrets of Divine Providence in the distribution of its graces, ‘* May we
" not be permitted to believe that the protection of St. Francis Xavier,
‘the great Apostle of India, has been especially bestowed upon those
~ countries which were formerly the great battle-field of his conquests
7 and are to-day the guardians of his glorious relics ?”







EXTRACTS.

 THE PRESENT STATE OF TIHE MISSIONS.

first thg Symm, they are located entirely in the native
and Cochin, and number about 200,000. They

Bishops and Clergy, and now own
Patriarch of Jerusalem. They possess
""zos!muted extent; but how far the
ment does not appear. The native
memthmmaﬁms.

g whom may be reckoned at least
to Rome dates back to days of
a m and a quarter, of whom
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It is well-known that the Baptists, Wesleyans, and others have
established numerous and successful missionary stations.

An excellent paper on the Eastern Churches, including the Syrians,
was read at the Liverpool Church Congress by the Rev. F. S.
May, D.D.

PORTUGAL.

The most westerly Kingdom of Europe, and a part of the great
Iberian Peninsula, lies in 37°—42° 8' N. lat. and 6° 15'—9° 30" W.
long., being 360 miles in length from N. to .S, and averaging about 100
in breadth from E. to W. Continental Portugal contains an area of
34,606 square miles, with a population in 1881 of 4,306,554, exclusive
of the colonies. The Azores and Madeira (1,237 square miles, pop.
401,624) form part of the kingdom, which thus has a population of
4,708,178. The chief products are wheat, barley, oats, maize, flax
hemp, and the vine in elevated tracts; in the lowlands, rice, olives,
oranges, lemons, citrons, figs, and almonds. There are extensive
forests of oak, chestnuts, sea-pine, and cork, the cultivation of the vine
m{d the olive being among the chief branches of industry ; the rich red
;\:::s known to us as *“ port " is shipped from Oporto. Its mineral pro-

are important, copper, lead, tin, antimony, coal mangan i
slate, and bay-salt, which last, from its harz;xess, ’and puﬁ:f,;:oi.:,
demand. Its manufactures consist of gloves, silk, woollen, linen, an
cotton fabrics, metal and earthenware goods, tobacco, cigars, &ec.
exports consist to the extent of 50 per cent. of wine, which is
Mm&uﬁd&em , cork, cattle, cop
sardines, and salt. The imports are manufactured
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Portuguese are allowed to remain on sufferance, but exercise no sort of
jurisdiction ; the fertile islands of St, Thomas and Principe, in the Gulf
of Guinea (417 sq. miles, pop. 22,000) ; the Kingdom of Angola, on
the West Coast of South Africa, which includes the 1‘:”.!-‘”” of
Landana and Kabinda to the north of the Congo, and the whole of the
coast to the south of that river as far as Cape Frio, and has Loanda for
its capital (115,000 sq. miles, pop. 1,000,000); the Province of
Mozambique, with the Lower Zambezi river, Sofala, and Delagoa Bay,
on the East Coast of Africa (80,0\')0 5q. miles, pop. 500,0 .YIJ]: f}«;:l,
Daman, and Diu in India (1,295 sq. miles, pop. 481,467); part of the
island of Timor, in the East Indian Archipelago (6,294 sq. miles, pop.
300,000), and Macao, in China, at the mouth of the Canton river
(5 5q. miles, pop. 68 ,086). The possessions enumerated have an area
204,848 square miles, with 2,548,872 inhabitants. In this estimaté
i$ h.keﬁ only of territories within which Portugal actually
jurisdiction. Thus, whilst official statements give an ex-
ﬁ@,ﬂﬂﬂ square miles to Angola and \Iummln-]m. the area

195,200 square miles.

?OKTUGUESE AFRICA.

, France (May 12, 1886), Germany (Dec. 30,
25, 1891), and England (May 28, 1801), have
the "pomumns" at one time claimed by
ﬁma these possessions are twenty-six times the
r country, their ‘‘government " entails an annual loss
the development of their resources is quite beyond
a country. Much wiser had it been had Portugal
a considerable slice of her colonies, and employed




Extracts.

province, but confined to the territory between the Zambesi and Sabi
an be said to have fairly started upon its ‘career. Among its

Duke of Marlberough and Mr. Moreing. Colonel

rivers, C
directors are the
Machado, a very able Portuguese engineer, has been appointed its first
“ governor,” .'mll as friendly relations have been established with the
British South Africa Company, we may look forward to the speedy
commencement of more serious work than that of establishing ** mining
claims.” The first task awaiting the company is the construction of a
railway from the Pungwe and Busi rivers to Manica and Fort Salisbury.

Charters have likewise been granted to the well-known Portuguese
explorers Serpa Pinto (Limpopo to the Sali) and Carvalho (Rovuma to
the Lurio), and Colonel Pavia de Andrada (Zambesi). All these
charters provide for the construction of railways, and, if enly a portion
of what is hoped for can be realised, Mozambique, in the course of a
few years, will be one of the most prosperous parts of all Africa.

Portuguese territories in Africa are as follows :—

Square g
—_— | Mlles Population .

Madeira....... .., . I 1 %

Capc Verde Is]ands ......... i ' isg !ﬁ:g

u,ﬁoo 1

S. Thomé a Principé ......... . 456 | g?g

AngoM s . §17,200 3,500,000 |
R 310,000 | 1,500,000

PORTUGUESE AFRICA ..........cocee| 84!.055

. --Fm * Whitaker's Almanack,” 1893, by

Editor.
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