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to Oriental peasants and townsfolk of the humbler class
especially as God Himself had by the event declared Hun:
self in its favour. The Christian Churches of the East have
never been very persevering in their zeal to educate and
elevate their adherents on the spiritual side; they have
always attached the principal importance to the externali-
ties of worship, confessional formulas, and the condemnation
of heretics. A fact specially worthy of note is that Islam
was accepted by a majority of the East-Syrian Christians
even,—the Nestorians of the lands watered by the Tigris, -

whose ancestors could not be brought to apostasy by all the
fierce persecutions of the Persian kings. In explaining this b
result, perhaps some. weight ought to be assigned also to the G 5
consideration that, in adopting the priestless religion of -

Islam, the Christians got rid of the tutelage and oppression
of their own clergy. Speaking generally, the civilisation of
the Syrians, Copts, and other Oriental Christians lost but
little by their change of faith. Islam, of course, severed
- many old associations that made for culture, but in compen-
e sation for these it called many new germs into life. Con- =~ S
~ versions were seldom due to direct compulsion. The pious
rejoiced when Christians accepted Islam in crowds; butto

the rulers these conversions were, for the most part, posit-
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ively unwelcome, as the converts were thereby relieved from

- the heaviest of the taxes, and their change of faith thus
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Moreover, the lords, great and small, whose exactions pressed
so hard ewgn on their Moslem subjects, saw still less reason
to spare unbelievers. But this is the Oriental way in every-
thing. The different Christian Churches might keep up
their controversies as before, if they chose, but they could
no longer actually persecute one another. It was certainly
easier for a man to live as a Christian under the rule of the
Caliphs than as a Christian heretic within the Byzantine
empire. The situation of the adherents of the old Persian
religion in the East was similar to that of the Christians in
| the West, save that their legal position was not so firmly
secured by unambiguous passages of the Koran. In some
e parts of the old Persian empire conversion to Islam on a |
large scale took place very early; but in others, and par- =
- ticularly in Persia proper, the national faith long persisted
- with great tenacity.
~ The decline of the Abbisid caliphate begins with the
 celebrated Mimin (813-833). Hirn by his last will had
~ foolishly divided the empire between his sons Amin and
= l-~ - Mdmin, but reserving for the former the suzerainty and ;.-;'f_"*j
_ﬁle of Caliph. The natural consequence was civil war.
esperate struggles the incapable Amin, who both on
l’h W’a and on the mother's side was a descendant of
ﬂmwhmthmanﬂhfethmnghmm_'
? ) Wd Mimtin, whose mother had been a Persian slave.
* m a M vm; af the Persian mm- tha
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ither how to keep his victorious

| places, nor how to destroy them,
| as Mansur had done. That he was hindered by scruples

of conscience, no one will believe who duly considers his

conduct towards Musd, the descendant of Alf In order

to win over the still powerful Shiite party, Mdmin had

mwade it great concessions, and had taken steps, which

can hardly have been sincere, to secure the succession to

Musi. But when he came to encounter the energetic

opposition of his own house and 1ts immediate dependants, «1

_ he secretly made away with that unfortunate prinece. e
% Mamin had great interest in art and science, and favoured !"
3 the translation into Arabic of Greek scientific works. But =
E along with this he had an unfortunate liking for theologieal
= mntmversy. : _ﬂ"‘” .
E The Caliphs from this time leaned for support on great 58
bands of foreign mercenaries, chiefly Turks,

caliphate. Maimin knew ne
generals in their proper

was murdered by his own servants at the command of his
son, and the icide Muntasir set upon ‘the throne
of their ov
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88 ISLAM.

names of Caliph, Commander of the Faithful, Imam, con-
tinned still to inspire some reverence; the theological
doctors of law insisted that the Caliph, in spiritual things
at least, must everywhere bear rule, and control all judicial
posts; but even theoretically his position was far behind
that of a pope, and in practice was not for a moment to
be compared to it. The Caliph never was the head of a
true hierarchy; Islam, in fact, knows no priesthood on
which such a system could have rested. In the tenth
__ century the Biids, three brothers who had left the hardly
23 converted Gilin (the mountainous district at the south-
& west angle of the Caspian Sea) as poor adventurers,
g succeeded in conquering for themselves the sovereign
% i command over wide dﬁﬂﬁ.im, and over Bagdad itself.
e They even proposed to themselves to displace the Abbisids
- and set descendants of Ali upon the throne, and abandoned
- the idea only because they feared that a Caliph of the |
house of Ali might exercise too great an authority over
their Shiite soldiers, and so become independent ; while, on
the other hand, they could make use of these troops for
 any violence they chose against the Abbdsid puppet who
- sat in Mans(r’s seat. e
It was this period that for the first time witnessed any
- great successes of the Shiites. Out of what had arm
hnmﬁm\pﬂyamt,wmtharanmbarofm had
g mﬁeMdtb&mm:@tdﬂ
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, dreams were cherished of the

| ‘“a hidden Imém ;” and the names of
i Abu Bekr, Omar, and Aisha were cursed more fervently

than those of the Omayyads. Here, as in other things, the

ground of Islam was entirely abandoned ; but men of course
~ ] »

concealed this from themselves, by putting allegorical inter-

pretations upon the sacred book, and by setting up against
the (certainly much talsified) tradition or “sunna” of the
orthodox (“ Sunnites ") a still more falsified sunna of their
own. Moreover, from the simple Shiitism that is still
essentially Islamitic, many intermediate connecting links
lead over to strange heathenish sects, as offshoots of which i
we still have (for example) the Druses and the Nosairians, -
The first actually Shiite empire on a large scale was that
of the Fatimid Caliphs, founded (about 910) by Obaidallih,
a real or alleged descendant of Ali. He thoroughly under-
stood how to utilise the credulity of the Berbers so as to
become master over large territories in North Africa. But
- his connections reached also far into Asia. He and his
intimate dependants as supernatural beings. A court poet
says (about 970) of the Fatimid, in whose service he is,
things which the genuine Moslem could at most allow
to be said of the Prophet himself. Thus in some measure
- we are able to understand how it has come to pass that
~ ome of them, and he the crazy Hikim (996-1021), is
~ worshipped by the Druses as God. But while the Fatimids

these. As early as 75
Messianic return of
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Meccea, pr}mtmwd a horrible massacre, and carried off the
black ggone of the Caaba (930). This was an open breach
with Islam. The Fatimid Caliph disavowed the Karmatians,
but we know that they had acted on his suggestion, and
they subsequently (951), at the command of his successor,
again restored the holy stone for a heavy payment. After
their conquest of Egypt (969) the Fatimids were the most
powerful princes of Islam, and it seemed at times as if even
the form of power had passed from the Abbasids. The
Fatimids, moreover, governed excellently as a rule, and
brought Egypt to a high pitch of prosperity. But at last
they, too, shared the usual fate of Oriental dynasties; the
Abbdsids lived to see the utter downfall (1171) of their
worst rivalg, and continued to enjoy for mearly a century
longer the empty satisfaction of being named in public
prayer in Egypt as Commanders of the Faithful. Eima
then there has never been another Shiite Caliph. |
In the history of Islamite peoples the politico-religions
controversies which turned upon the nght. to the caliphate
are by far the most important. But alongside of these
were a multitude of purely dogmatic diﬂpm Ahgm
IMmmmdmththenlﬂmdmmqmuh’ |
whether, and how far, man is a free or a dammd
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ISLAM. 91 o3
found points of support for this doctrine ¢

f theirs in the s
Was anything but a |
velations often treated man
of religion will it is clear,
to determinism, inem‘ibably find
himself ever and anon :ult]rvasing himself to his hearers,
in his exhortations to faith and virtue, as 3
possession of freedom of will.

this strain were called Kadarite

Koran itself ; for ;\Iu{mmmnd, who

consistent thinker, has in his re

as free. A popular teacher
whatever be his inclination

if they were in
The people who taught in

| 8. DPossibly they were not )
| wholly exempt from Christian influences, The procedure

of their successors, the Mutazila (“ Dissidents "), was more
systematic. They constituted a school of a strongly rational- s
istic tendency, and with the aid of Greek dialectic, with 23
which the Arabs became acquainted first in a limited degree,
and afterwards much more fully, through the Syrians, L
reduced their orthodox Opponents to desperation. They . e
also opposed with special zeal the proposition that the =
Koran is uncreated.! This dogma was certainly in flagrant e
contradiction to the fundamental position of the Koran b ‘
itself. On this point the Mutazila were in reality the ey
orthodox ; but it could hardly fail to happen that in the
heat of debate some went further, and thought of the Koran

altogether more lightly than befits a Moslem. The fair 7 ~ e
| beginning of a truly progressive movement ?rm was in- e
volved in this was inevitably checked within Islam R S

| | ot o A v
very early stage. The school of the Mm ﬂ | s "”* |
have attained to any significance at all had it nok beem =

m by' some of mﬂ earlier _- e
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92 ISLAM.

to the opposite doctrine then generally prevalent. “So also
his succgssors, down to Mutawakkil, who reversed the con-
dition of matters, and caused it to be taught that the
Koran is increate—Another controversy had reference to
the divine attributes. The Koran in its unsophisticated
anthropomorphism attributes human qualities to God
throughout, speaks also of His hands, of the throne on
which He sits, and so forth. The original Moslems took
this up simply as it was wntten; but, later, many were
stumbled by it, and sought to put such a construction on
the passages as would secure for the Koran a purer con-
ception of God. Some denied all divine attributes whatever,
inasmuch as, being eternal equally with Himself, they would,
if granted, necessarily destroy the divine unity, and establish
a real polytheism. Many conceded only certain abstract
qualities. On the other hand, some positively maintained
l.:‘ea-?}gmitl of God,—in other words, an anthropomor-
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‘on of the crassest kind, which even Mohammed would
have rejected. The Mutazila maintained their dialectical
superiority until Ashari (in the first third of the tenth
century), who had been educated in their schools, took the
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: :. who created the system of orthodox dogmatic. Of course
- and by some of them, on account of some remains of
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exists on earth. (3) God reall
are attributed to Hi

—

y has the attributes which <74
m in the Koran : it is & matter of faith
that He has hands and feet, sits on His throne a;da;g
but it is profane curiosity to inquire as to how ;:Heae thin@
can be. Whatever he the exceptions that a man may t-ﬂ.ké
Fn any of these doctrines. the first and the third at least are 2
in entire accord with the Koran—even in respect of thel E
illogicality. "The Mutazilite, like other rationalistic move- -
ments which make their appearance here and there in 5
Islam, may awaken our sympathy, but they are too plainly ;
in contradiction with the essence of a crassly supranatu- e
ralistic religion ; and this explains how it is that at a later .
date only a few isolated after-effects of the Mutazila continue i
to be met with. We must be particularly careful not to |
attach undue importance to these controversies of the school. e
The Mohammedan people as a mass was hardly touched by
them. The same holds good of other dogmatic differences,
unless, perhaps, when they happened to have a political side e
also; as, for example, the dispute between the rigorists, who
regarded every grave sin as “unbelief,” of which the punish-
ment 1s hell; and those who, on the other side, gave pro- S
minence to the divine mercy. The former was the doctrine
and many other “ Companions” of Mohammed to have been
unbelievers ; while their opponents, more in the #‘u‘”:ﬂ
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in fact, be traced back to him ; but a great deal has
Mohammed's doctrine and example could
not in reality suthice as rules of life for hig]'lly-tlevelﬂped
peoples. The law and custom of the Arabs, and still more
of the lands of ancient eivilisation which accepted Islam,
opinions of the school, political tendencies, and many other
such things, are the real sources of much that is given out

practice of the Prophet. It is only recently
reat a scale

can,
anothes origin.

as precept or
that scholars have begun to see on how ¢
traditions were fabricated. In many cases it was believed
in good faith that one was justified in aseribing immediately
to the Prophet whatever one held to be right in itself and
worthy of him; but other falsifications arose from baser
motives. In this mass of traditions, which claim to be
b binding on all true believers, many contradietions, of course,
L occur. Hence there arose, from the eighth century onwards,
e a variety of schools whose masters determined for their
. disciples the rules of law, in the widest sense of that wo ;o
i on the basis of those traditions which they themselves
- regarded as correct. The impulse to reconcile int
differences, which is exceedingly strong in Islam, was pot =
cuccessful indeed in removing the discrepancies of -
& four of them (which had very Som thrown all the others
© into the shade) as equally orthodox. These orthodox ® hools
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by no means the actual conditions of greedy  Oriental
llliffi!mtlﬁnl. Of these the Hanbalite school has now almost
entirely disappeared. and the Hanefites, Shifiites and

over the countries of Sunnite

Milikites are distributed

l. Islam.—Shfite law is something different from that of anv
; of these four schools :
i The supreme authority in law.

48 1n other things, is the

E consensus of the whole Mohammedan world—tha

t 18 to say,
the generally accepted opinion. It decides upon the validity =
of traditions, and also upon the interpretation of the Koran. :
For in Islam, as in other Churches, it is only the accepted r
interpretation of the sacred book that is of consequence to | =
believers, however violent may be the disagreement between i

this interpretation and the original sense. The consensus of o
the entire body of Mohammedanism is, of course, ar ideal
that is never actually realised, but nevertheless it has great
practical importance. By its means gradual recognition
came to be accorded to things which were foreign, and even B

" opposed, to the teaching of Mohammed—as, for example,

the worship of saints. It silently tolerates all kinds of local e

Viglations, but exercises a steady pressure towards an ever- | ﬁf =

extending realisation of its binding prescriptions. S
From the prosperous period of the Abbdsids onwards,

freethinking spread to a considerable extent among the more

Ll
w 1 >

- highly-cultivated classes. Some poets ventured h
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il

with reason, held them in deep suspicion; the old pagan
Aristotle, on whom they leaned, fits 1n with Islam even less
than with Christianity. All sorts of ideas—some of them
very fantastic, of Persian and other foreign origin, and dis-

tinctly non-Islamite —also from time to time met with ;
the cultivated world. Once and again, indeed,
a qui or heretic was executed ;

but in general people were allowed to speak and write freely,
if only they put on a touch of Mohammedan varnish. Islam
has no inquisition, and accepts as a Moslem the man who

externally professes 1t, however doubtful his real sentiments
r in some instances individuals whose

ite un-Islamite, such as the

acceptance 1n
te too audacious freethinker

regarded by the people as devout, and even as saintly. But
even from this very fact we can see that the danger for
Islam was by no means Very great. Such ideas were com-
dned to very narrow circles of thinkers and pocts, oF of

=_.‘ ; profligates, and were never long in dying out again. Nothing
> i of it all penetrated to the great mass of the people, and it is i
~in this that the strength of Islam lies. & |

e my the Sifis was a greater
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| matic rules werpe devised for attain
VLY over earthly limitati :

- ! tions,
believed himself to have succeeded in this might I‘{:e i
venture to

break away from the |
enough he allowed the moral law to 20 111 lf:m' pose
€ same way,

The enthusiast, essentially : | v

himself in the All and i):l:,llfz;;;u?;?’:;_h” hlBt"d o

worker of wonders : and still more easily was ll]:esﬂ vt

by his adherents. What are the limits of the laws ;Egarded

(which Orientals, in fact, never recognise) to Qneo I::tm

eflected the lwlp fI't)Ill the ﬁnil:e to the inﬁnit.e? Th: ﬁnhaa

and the coarsest attributes of the human spirit ofbeﬁ - ﬁ:;
together here. Amongst the Siifis we find deep souls, i
ficent enthusiasts, fantastic dreamers, sensual poewm;il‘ 11
fools, and many rogues. The systematic character c:f thei o
procedure, which had to be learned, and the lmpression |

pmdue:ad by the personality of leading Sifis, led to the
formation of schools and orders. We have here a sort of

very extraordinary character, in order to attain to the super-
seénsuous. By these means they over-stimulate the nerves,

-
i

-

.-

L -
e

- exhaust body and spirit, and fall into a temporary insanity.
- However fine may be the blossoms which Sific mysticism
~ bhas produced, and however quickening its influence upo
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98 ISLAM.

to the rigid monotheism of the Koran. The great mass of
dervishes are, of course, much t00 unthinking and superficial
to follow in the fanciful footsteps of the old masters. They
dance and howl for the glory of God, as other men pray.

, The people regard the dervishes as the props of Islam, and
:n fact hostility against all unbelievers is fomented m a
quite special way by some of these brotherhoods. There 1s
no suspicion how an-Islamic are the fundamental ideas on

- which these orders rest. The simple axioms of Islam itself
meanwhile remain unshaken.

About the year 1000, Islam was in a very bad way. The
Abbasid caliphate had long ceased to be of any importance,
the power of the Arabs had long ago been broken. There
was a multitude of Islamite States, great and small ; but even
the most powerful of these, that of the Fatimids, was very
far from being able to give solidity to the whole, especially i
as it was Shiite In fact, large regions which had been

I conquered by the first Caliphs were again lost to the Byzan-
e tines, who repeatedly penetrated far into Mohammedan
& territory. At this pomt & new element came to the aid
& - of the religion, namely, the Turks. Warriors from Turkestan
L had long played a part in the history of Moslem kingdoms,

= but now there came a wholesale migration. The Turks E

 pressed forward in great masses from their seats in upper.
Asia, and, newly converted to Islam, threw themselves in the
first instance upon the lands of Persia. These nomads
mddrndhldevmon,mmpladtothe |
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new regions for Islam in the north

of the Seljuk emp;i -
' ‘mpire they still conting d .
people in all its oldep portions H:d :}tbihthe 1'11111;8
! e warlike

character of Islam heen St
‘ e vived by the Tlll'kﬂ th
] e Cl'uaadem

perhaps might have had Some prospect of more e during
succes :
lecess, .

augury for Islam. Jenghiz : '

Turks into Mohammedan ttzerritfr:d; ;Z‘;Ohidhlll?ngoh w0
Hulagn (January 1258) took Bagdad tile Momhammedmdmnan
capital, and brought the Abbdsid calipl;abe to an end.
loathly heathens were masters of Asia. But Isla.ni,n ' hTPB
simple dogmas, its lmposing ceremonial, and 1ts pmchmIMt' 'l'm
character, soon won over these barbarians. Fifty years after

l:he. capture of Bagdad, those Mongols who had Moslem
subjects had themselves accepted Islam. The frightful

injuries they had inflicted on the lands of Islam were,
Im.wever, not to be repaired Babylonia, the home p e
primeval civilisation, was till then still the B ks i
_uOhﬂmmedan culture; but since the Mongols set foot on
1t, it has been a desolation. '

1 - - - -
Tt

_ﬁmdtheRomnempire,mrmM(lm)

occupation of Egypt in 1517, Selim I even proclaimed him-
self Caliph. The sultans of Egypt had, after the destruction
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he spvukﬁ very exhaustively about the
al and the secular State, never once
But, armed with the enormous

the World, where
caliphaté, the spiritu
alludes to this make-believe. |
power of the then Turkish empire, the caliphate lff_r:w Onee
more bore another aspect. Although the sultan of Stamboul
was wanting in one attribute which almost all orthodox
teachers had regarded as essential in Calij | .
from the Prophet’s tribe of Koraish, his claims found w1.de
recognition, for his successes filled every Musle_m heart with |
pride and joy, and the holy cities of Meccea, Mﬂdm‘u, and J ert}- |
Ay salemn did homage to him as their lord. The caliphate, let 1t ._i
| be added, did not bring any actual increase of strength to the
- Ottoman sultans, who on the whole have not themselves
s attached much value to it; on their coins they do not assert
| the title either of “ Caliph,” or “ Imam,” or “ Commﬂ.ntie-r of
s the Faithful.” They have never actually pome&sed spmtual
} authority over Moslems who were not their own sub;aqm
e At the same time, it might be a serious thing f?r the Ottoman
G- empire if the sultan should cease to be mentwnoid n puhhﬂ
“ | prayer at Mecca and Medina as overlord and Caliph, a thm.
o which might very well happen if besides Egypt he were to lose
A Syria. For a kingdom that is slowly but st,ead‘ﬂy mﬂam
i the removal of even a weak pillar may be of dmastrmm m-
sequence. It would appear that in the la‘ﬁt mnﬁm it
.~ Fgypt prior to the English occupation, this idea was actually

hs, namely, descent
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Lastly, the sultans of M

| ., oroceco
have for a long time bheen also in the habit of calling them
selves “ Commanders of the Faithful,” and thus, for their

own kingdom at le; ast, the
H } L‘(pI‘i‘SH])’ ltlv (‘]i:ll[l] tﬂ thE
spiritual authority. s

———

other in true Aml_aie faslliull

In the later Middle Ages the opposition between Sunnites
and Shiites seemed to bhe dying down. The Sunnites had at
an early period accepted certain Shiite views, particularly
the exaggerated respect in which Al{ was held, and on the
other hand, all Shfites did not go so far as to declare Al
Bekr and Omar infidels. The Sherifs of Mecca, just spoken
of, from being moderate Shiites had imperceptibly become
Sunnites.  But the enmity of the two parties received a
new lease of life when, just about the time when the Sunnite
Ottomans were attaining their highest power, a great empire
arose also for the Shia. In Persia the doetrine of the divine
right of Alf had of old fallen on specially fruitful soil ; it is
to Persian influences that the Shiite dogmas chiefly owe their
development. In Persian lands smaller or greater Mta
States have also arisen at various times, but it was through
the founding of the Sefid! empire (about 1500) that Persia
first became in a strict sense the land of the Shiite faith,

whilst formerly (what is uft.&n uverloaked) 11; had hn h*

sion was created in favour of Empowhmm
by the pressure of the Turks. mmhﬂﬂﬁ
in last century, thnmmw@f r
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the entire country, and has not yet been definitively eradi-
cated. Jhe antithesis between Shia and Sunna 18 very sharp
to this day. The Orientals, who have extraordinarily little
feeling of patriotism, have all the more zeal for religion.
Bitter hatred still separates the Persians from their Moslem
neighbours,—Ottomans, Arabs, Uzbegs, Afghans, and so on,
— because, forsooth, the Companions of Mohammed were
not able to agree as to who should be the successor of the
murdered Othmain.

Islam has, on the whole, undergone but little change
during the last thousand years. The spread of mysticism
and dervishism, as we have seen, did not affect the faith
of the multitude. These things, of course, gave fresh
stimulus to the business in saints and miracles. The
mystic submerges himself in God, and ignores earthly
things ; the masses, accordingly, are only too much inclined
to take for a saint the rogue who imitates him without
scruple and seemingly surpasses him, and the madman
who can make nothing of the world at all. Belief in
miracles is deep-seated in the blood of the Oriental ; religious
impostors, themselves often the victims of imposition, have
never been wanting there. That saints are able to work
miracles, has been faintly questioned only by a few
theologians. Of long time, accordingly, the real or allege
wwhhmdmnhhavebeenmmtedufammof

~ grace. They give rise to local cults, and often are hotbeds
ﬁ mm It is no accident that in the last mmn;;

.....
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| believe ;
ol o . In any of th
.Ilbﬂ-, there is no such thing as an authorital:);ve lmtmef
salnts ; and some Mohammedan scholars have even dj t-:d
spu

the legit.imacy of sai -
saimnt - worsh | .
SUCCeSsSs. . altOEEther; but Wlt,hgut,

e

IL 18 true, is under obligation to

the prevaili ng apostasy. The War}?;a(:itz:n{: nflj]l;:;:gm n::
Abdal-wahhgb, brought forward no new, d{}ct-‘rinE'm

were thoroughly orthodox Moslems: but they bruk; i:i
tradition thus far, that they sought to abolish certain abuses
which had been tolerated or even approved by general
consent. In this they proceeded with a strictness which
reminds more of Omar than of the Prophet. They were
far from denying Mohammed to have been the Apostle of e
God, but they held in detestation the exaggerated honour i
which was paid to his name, his dwelling-places, and his | ;
grave. The worship of saints they condemned as idolatry, o
and wherever they went they destroyed the saints’ tombs
and places of martyrdom. They wanted to restore the o
original Islam; for example, they took in serious earnest
the legal prohibition against the wearing of silk, and, in =~
agreement with many learned theologians, interdicted .

" pll i el
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tobacco as an innovation. The kingdom which they ':‘*'
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founded was a copy of the original Islamitic one; it once

= o

but could not succeed in infusing a real spirit of r
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heart of their kingdom (1814, 1815). They again took
another start at a later period, but neither was this per-
manent’; a purely Arab State, and that, too, founded upon
religion, can be kept together for any length of time only
by rulers of uncommon efficiency. At present the Wah-

habite kingdom, properly so called, 18 powerless; 1t 1s
subject to that of the Shammar, which lies to the north
of it, and the prince of which, Ibn Rashid, a ruler of
extensive tracts, is also a professor of Wahhabitism,
thoungh with none of the fiery zeal of earlier times. The

Wahhabites are no longer a menace to Damascus and
Bagdad. Their reform of Islam has remained confined to

Arabia, and even there is hardly likely to operate long.

| But it has rightly been remarked as noteworthy, that this

purely Semitic religious movement with all its energy has ;
e produced nothing new; it has been directed exclusively
towards the repristination of pure monotheism.

3: : For a considerable time Islam has seemed to be in a state

e of deep humiliation. Even the great Moslem kingdoms are

- without strength. By far the larger portion of the Moslem

%a world is ruled by Christian powers. But let us not deceive
;j ourselves as to the vitality of this religion. How many
I“*1 *,,L : catastrophes has it not already survived! Immediately on
";fj::i' the death of its founder the revolt of the Arabs threatened

iatmthmuon. Soon afterwards, from being a spiritual
ded with its mmmal natura), itm

Its united empire was brokm up and fﬂ m
m Mmhm mm one mot.hm' tu m h_,._ :
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Instead of being able to “arry on the holy war against the
unbeliever, one Moslem Stat

¢ after another is in these days

ectly falling wnde
But the faith that there is no

Mohammed is his Prophet

r infidel control
God bt Allih, and that

| , and all that is involved in this
faith, remain unshattered. Tt would seem as if Islam were

NOW in course of being driven out from the Balkan
sula, even as it was long

Spain ; whether it shall b

in the Indian Archipelago 1t 1is steadily advancing, among f
the nomads of Central Asia it has gained strength just as ‘"
the Russian sway has extended, and in Central Afriea

it is < Al
achieving conquest apon conquest. Precisely because the *0 é
consolidation of European power in the lands of Nigritia = 2

brings with it greater security of intercourse, it may be
presumed that the spread of Islam will be powerfully T
promoted there. But in the dark continent, which offers J i
no favourable soil for Christianity, the acceptance even of e

Islam means progress from the deepest savagery to a certain
culture, however limited and limiting, and to association
with peoples who in the Middle Ages were higher in
civilisation than the people of Europe. Perhaps slave-

hunting and kidnapping will come to an end only whea - = S

g
-J.-

practically all the negro peoples shall have become Moslem.

If religion among the higher classes in Turkey is, .:_ %
ably, sometimes a matter of doubt or even d ridionle, oy
a8 the result of frivolity than as a consequence -
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f God, the Moslem sees his kingdoms go down.
But we sust also be prepared to find the strength of this
faith continuing to maintain itself in frightful outbursts of
fanaticism. If the occurrences in Egypt during the last
rebellion showed little of death-defying courage and energy,
that is to be attributed to the languid t,eml?er of .the
Egyptians; a great rising in Syria or Asia Minor might
conceivably give Europeans a good deal more trouble. 'Irhe
best strength of the great Indian Mutiny of 1856 lay with
the Moslems. The Moslem subjects of Britain and other
European States sigh for the moment when they shall be

able to shake off the yoke of the infidel The successes of

the « dervishes” in the Soudan may serve to warn Europeans
dtheswththatsﬁﬂrmidesinthewarﬂorzealaflahm
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THE Arabs had established g Vast empire with great rapidity,
but to keep it together was hardly possible so long as its
purely Arab character was retained. The reigning house of
the Omayyads had to contend with very dangerous political
and religious antipathies ; and. perhaps a greater danger, the
Arabs, who now controlled a world-empire, kept up without
abatement the old untractableness and exaggerated zeal for
the honour of family and tribe which they had developed in
their desert life. The only difference now was, that their
tribal patriotism had reference not so much to the small
subdivisions in which the Bedouin lives, as to large tribal
groups, the unity of which was in part no more than a
fiction. If a governor leaned upon the Yemenites, the
Modari

members of another tribe, he severely, and ightly,
culty in keeping down the private feuds even of the A
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sovereign in Syria. For the seat of supreme power was tied
to Syriaby the circumstances under which the dynasty had
arisen : while the eastern provinces, too remote to be con-
trolled from Damascus, were necessarily administered from
Irik. All steady order ceased with the reign of the talented
but utterly profligate Walid I1. (743-744). The struggles of
various Omayyads with one another did the I‘("Ht-.-

The ground had long hefore been undgrmmed by the
efforts of a religious party hostile to the Omayyads. The
descendants of Ali, who, as blood-relations, in fact descend-
ants, of the Prophet (through his danghter Fitima), con-
sidered themselves to have the nearest right to the thmnf-:,
alienated from the Omayyads the hearts of many of their
subjects. There was an expectation that the house- of
Mohammed, should it once attain to the supreme authority,
would fill the earth as full of righteousness as it was now
S full of iniquity. The pious professors and followers ?f t.he
divine law had little liking for the rule of the |
i house, which, for all its forms of religion, was purely smhx
. And though the risings of the Alids were unsuccessful -
through the bungling of their leaders, the very failure cost

e the Omayyads dear ; for the incapable gra.ndchﬂdren ei &B 5
 the eyes of the people became martyrs, whose blood cried
il * to heaven for vengeance.
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d considerable practical vigour with
their hered; tary cunnin

retirement in
Dead Sea, se

g and duplicity, They lived in deep
Humaima, little place

emingly far withdrawn
which, on acecount of jts proximity te
Syrian pilgrims went to Mecca,
communication with the ren

to the south of the
from the world, but
v the route by which
afforded opportunities for
wtest lands of Tslam. From
this centre they carried on the Propaganda in their own
behalf with the utmost skill. They had genius enough to
see that the best soil for their efforts was the distant
Khordsin ' —that 18, the extensive north-eastern provinees of
the old Persian empire. The majority of the people there
had already gone over to Islam: many had embraced the
new faith with ardour, and had even fought bravely on its |
behalf against the unbelieving populations to the north and B
east. But the converted Persians were held in little esteem = e
by the dominant Arabs, who looked on them as “ clhients,” 2
and refused to accord to them thefullrighﬁtowhiehthq B
had a claim as Moslems. The internal wars of the Arabs,
moreover, raged n those parts with exceptional violence.
To the Persians it was a matter of mdxﬂ'ereneewhmm
Yemenites or Modarites or Rabia were victorious ; but they S
o keenly felt the devastation of their country, mm m _ |
~ subordinate position; and thus a great. proportior arm o
their Arab “ brethren in the faith.” TMMHH g
~turned against the reigning house, which was named as the
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110 CALIPH MANSUR.

must certainly have been very offensive to the truly pious.
The Persians, moreover, were naturally inclined to legitim-
ism, and to enthusiastic attachments to spiritual leaders.
Accordingly they were drawn over in multitudes to the
doctrine that « the house of the Prophet” alone is called to
dominion over his kingdom and his Church. Well-chosen
emissaries of the Abbédsids canvassed for the family of the
Prophet, for the H4shimids, by which expression were
understood, in the first 1nstance, the descendants of AlL
Other watchwords and fictitious sayings of Mohammed
were also successfully put in circulation. Gradually and
furtively the place of the Alids was taken by the Abbasids,
who undoubtedly also were descendants of Hashim, and
who, since descent from. Mohammed in the female line was
represented as unimportant, could claim to be just as nearly
related to the Prophet as the others. The main point was,
that the adherents secured for the cause became entirely
attached to the persons of the emissaries, so that the latter
wore able in the end to direct their followers as they
pleased. To secure adherents there seems to have been no
scruple about favouring all sorts of objectionable opinions
(partly due to a mixing up of the old with the new religion)
-heonsistent with the fundamental laws of Islam. Of details
of the progress of the agitation we know little; but so much
'y certain: that it was very active, that the emissaries had
a regular organisation, and that frequent communication
was maintained between Khordsin and the centres from

1 H4shim

Abdalmuttalib
| R |
Abd?llé,h Abu Talib Abbas
\
The Prophet Mohammed Alil

Fatima (daughter)
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~ which the wires were pulled—Cufa, the residence of the
supreme agent, and Humaima, the home of the Abbdsids.
 The yearly pilgrimages gave special opportunities for meeting
'3 ‘without arousing suspicion ; many important consultations
ma,y possibly have taken place in Mecca itself. Operations
3 .m ad long been carried on in this way, when the head of the
. bbamds—-elther Mohammed, who died in 743, or his son
Ibrahim, it is not quite certain which—discovered the man
w was destined to bring the movement to a successful
ue. This was Abd Moslim, a freedman whose country
-' j.'_f;_,:: ¢ descent are unknown, but who in any case was not of
| 0 blood. This quondam slave united with an agita-
S adrmtness and perfect unscrupulosity in the choice of
means the energy and clear outlook of a general and
tesms _1 and even of a monarch. Within a few years he

b@:ﬂt that the black banner of the Abbdsids was

led (m the beginning of summer, 747). In a
s ~ﬁ Iy ma.nner he contrived still further to

aaaaa

b th _';._y one Who clea,rly saw that nothmg
ake than the suprema.cy, and even the very
'E'f?"ré.him 15 even said to have given

Abtd ) foslim that, so far as possible, no Arab
ve left alive in Khordsan. Soon the brave Nasr was
-'-; 0 qmt the country ; and immediately afterwards

Nove vember 748). The Khordsdnians pressed steadily
e chlef control was in the hands of Abu
*ﬂa hough he remained in Khordsdn ; not only the
.i'a 1t also the Arab leaders, put themselvea under
nd of the freedman, a thing unheard-of for Arab
_;. Eh!:mld be added, that the Arabs of Khordsin

;3 ha,d @ strong strain of Persian blood, and that
“1 €N on much that was Persian.
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A large portion of Southern Persia had not long before
been seized by another of the Hishimids, Abdallah, son of
Modwiya, a descendant of Al{’s brother Jaafar. He had had
the support of the Abbasids. But this thoroughly unworthy
person (for such he seems to have been) was overcome by
the generals of the Omayyad Merwéan 1L, and betook himself
in flight to Abd Moslim. He had served his turn, in so far
as he had thrown the empire into wilder confusion, and
called the attention of the people to the family of the Pro-
phet ; now as a rival he might prove inconvenient. Abu
Moslim therefore first cast him 1mto prison, and afterwards
took his life.

Babylonia, the most important province of the empire,
was occupied by the troops of the Abbdsids. Once more a
oreat battle took place close to the field where Alexander
had gained his final victory over Darius (middle of January
750). The men belonging t0 Yemenite tribes, who formed
the majority of the Omayyad troops, were disinclined to
stake their lives on behalf of Merwdn, who was not favour-
ably disposed towards them ; and accordingly the battle was
lost. Over and above this, there now arose internal struggles'
in Syria and Egypt, which facilitated the work of the Abbasid
troops. Merwan, a tried warrior, had to flee from place to
place, and soon ofterwards fell, almost deserted, ab the village
of Busir! in Middle Egypt (August 750).

The head of the Abbdsids was now no longer Ibrahim ;
he had been thrown into prison by Merwan when his com-
plicity with Abt Moshm was discovered, and, shortly before
the triumph of his party, had either died or been murdered
in captivity. His brothers had fled to Cufa, and kept
themselves in hiding there. Here, immediately after the
occupation of the city by the Khordsanians, and before the
last blow had been struck against Merwdn, Abul-Abbas,

1 Probably on the right bank of the Nile, opposite Eshmunein.
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possible that the Abbdsids, themselves Arabs, may
e 1 ~Arab feelings in the matter, and required
nce ‘the blood of thei relations as such. But the
motives were nevertheless other than these; their
) excite the mob against the Omayyads, as being
*Es and worthy of death, and to make their whole
f’ ,ﬁi_ut_ely harmless. To thig end no violence or
eachery was Spared. Even those members of the house
) had fled for mercy to the conquerors, and had been
rec 1;., by them, nay more, even thoge who had yielded
only on the solemn promise that no harm should befal] them,
vere put to death: and the Abbdsids, the Caliph himself, as
| l his uncles, and particularly Abdallih, who led the
I an, personally cloated over the

it of the defeated Merw
murder of their adversaries, And yet Abdalldh had only a
hort time before experienced an
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act of clemency when,
the rebellion of the Jaafarids, he had
allen into the hands of Merwdn’s general. N otwithstanding

: bers of this very
umerous Omayyad family managed to escape.
lemselves in hiding, and by and by were
| 1 others made their escape into
aliph’s power did not extend.

| v was freely shed at the e
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18, Whether to excite terror among 1ts subjects, or hecause

€ new ruler wag hardly able to control the lust for slaughter

IS vietorious troops. Syria, however, did not aCccom-
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he %'_iérceness of the massacre, a few mem

1ignored or for-
the far west, where the
Nor was it only Omayyad
tablishment of the Abhasid
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modate itself to the new dynasty without trouble. Various
disturbances gave the conquerors & great deal to do from
the very first. In particular, 1t proved an arduous task to
suppress those insurgents who had placed at their head Abu
Mohammed, a descendant of the first two Omayyad Caliphs.

Shortly after the death of Merwi4n, his last powerful
supporter, Ibn Hobaira, who had taken possession of the
important town of Wiasit, on the lower Tigris, made his
peace after he had been blockaded for a long time by Mansur,
the brother of the Caliph. By both these princely brothers
he had been promised not only life, but continuance in his
high office. But 80 lofty a personage, with a Jarge body of
adherents, who had already asserted a very independent
position as governor of Babylon, harmonised 111 with the new
condition of affairs. Mansur accordingly, in concerb with
his brother, caused him to be put to death ; solemn promises
and oaths had no meaning for these men. This was done, 1t
is said, on the advice of Abu Moslim. It is more probable
that Abd Moslim had a hand 1n making away with Abu
Salama,  the vizier of the H4shimids,” who from Babylonia
had directed the movement In Khordsdn, and who had
rendered great services in connection with the change of
dynasty. It is alleged that—perhaps in full consistency with
his original orders—he had, atter the death of Tbrdhim, shown
more inclination to the Alids than to the Abbasids. - In any
case he stood in the way of Abu Moslim.

Saffah appears to have been a strong ruler, who, had he
Jived longer, might perhaps himself have done for the empire
what it was left for his tollower to achieve. Great differ-
ences between the caliphate of the Abbasids and that of the
Omayyads immediately emerged, due in part to the manner
in which it had been set up, and in part to the personal
hatacter of the rulers. The seat of empire was transferred
to Babylonia, the true centre. The power of the sovereign
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y on Perﬂlan troops, which were more amen-
ﬁ 11 .Ara,bla,n The Oahph no longer

.'. ;j: ‘.;-; '_"onally utilised them for his own
uld act much more autocratically than
-m  lands of the caliphate now formed
P 111;10&1 unity than before. In short, on
ua grea,t Aslatic empires, another was once
@h ab the most was only half Arab in its
4 [;ﬁffﬂ t being Persian.

ﬁ'ﬁh 8 lifetime Manstr took a prominent place

w lal counsellor, and as governor of great pro-
g :tt 18 hardly likely that the Caliph allowed

be led entirely by his brother.

Moslim, whose people were blindly devoted to him,

: g 'j.;_',..ﬁ.a.y like a prince in Khordsdn, in 754
;1:_ ez leader of the pilgrimage, that is, to
; the :."*' _"‘r:f-f? ph himself before the entire Islamite
] wever, quickly nstigated Manstir to seek
% ns elf 80 that he had to express his regret
ice had been already bestowed, and that Abu
o1 -ya a8 a companion to Manstr.
he ¢ r"ﬁ‘ wse of the pilgrimage friction arose
__ _"'who had founded the

'_,_ onseious brother of the C
.;.r;*-u 1ot by any means over

By his liberality he so won over the Bedouins

%f _decla,red 1t a pure slander to call this man ap
..‘-;:_" of the Arabs. The two were alrea,dy on

n news arrived that Saffih h

It seems

between
new empire and the no

aliph; in any case, Aby
do the part of a devoted

their return

_{E mcla.lmed Caliph on the same
J a:r Abdallih al Manggr (i.e.

-1 - According to others,

day.
“the victorious ”) was
on Saturday, 8th June.
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at that tune a man of over forty. Of his outward appear-

ance we learn that he was tall and thin, and that he had
a parrow face, lank hair. thin beard, and brow nish com-
plenan What his inward character was is shown by his
deeds. His mother, the Berber slave Salldma, during her
i'j:’-‘f; i pregnancy dreamed. it is said, that she had brought forth a

lion, to which other lions came from all quarters to render
' : 'homﬂg?.‘ A lion, truly, who tore I IHECFS all who came
i x within his reach, unless they acknowledged him as their
| | master !
Manstir can hardly have reached the neighbourhood of the
Euphrates when he learned that he had a very dangerous
rival. His uncle Abdallih? then posted in the far north of
B Syria ready to march against the Byzantines, laid claim to
. ~ the throne. His pretensions, perhaps, were not altogether
~ unfounded, for it is not so certain as is usually asserted
"~ that Saffih pominated Mansir as his successor. It was
indeed unfortunate that the dynasty was hardly establmhed
B before it was torn asunder by disputes about the succession.
. As Abi Moslim with the Khordsinians held by Mansur,
i AhﬁIHh was compelled to rely upon the Arab troops m
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victory, suddenly went over from Abdallih to Mansir, and
rendered to the latter conspicuous service both in this and

Il many subsequent wars. Abg Moslim brought an end
to the war which had been going on for

some months in
Mesopotamia by a victory gained on 26th (or 27th)
November 754 Abdallih fled to his brother Sulaimdn,
Mansiir's governor in Basra (near the mouth of the Tigris),
and remained here in hiding for some time,

Abit Moslim thus had not only set up the Abbdsid
dynasty, but also had saved the throne for Mansir. A
man who had done so much could do still more, and was

a danger to his master. Mansir resolved to get rid of
Abit Moslim, a course which is said to have suggested itself 1'4
even to Saffih. How the T

H.-thiBOWHEOldiBI'B hﬁmlm‘fwﬂymm |
In a campaign against the Caliph. At this stage a care- |
spondence took place between the two. Abi Moslim in

the end suffered himself to be befooled by the sworn

mmﬁea of Mansur (with a slight admixture of threats),

k

- and came with but a small following to the Caliph at the
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their very souls for him, but upon whose fidelity the Caliph
could hardly rely, was a political necessity. An intinmte.mf
Mansiir's is said to have quoted to him against Abit Moshim
the verse of the Koran in which it is said that if the world
held other gods besides Allih it would go to run (stira 2‘1,
22). Such a prince as Mansir could tolerate no rival in
the kingdom. Nor can any great claim upon our pity be
made for Abi Moslim, who shrank from no resource of
violence or treachery, whether against enemies or against
inconvenient friends, and of whom it is said (no doubt with
huge exaggeration), that he caused as many as 600,000
prisoners to be slain. Mansir gave proof of admirable
astuteness when he overreached the cunningest of the
cunning. But that his conduct was abominable goes with-
out saying.

The murder was by no means without danger for its
perpetrator. The soldiers indeed whom Abi Moslim had
brought with him were restrained from making any dis-
turbance, partly by their dismay at the accomplished fact,
and partly by a lavish distribution of money. But mutter-

ings were heard in Khordsin. There the dead man had

thousands who clung to him with religious attachment.
In fact, there were many who could not believe in his
death, and who expected him to return once more as a
Messiah. A Persian named Sampidh excited in that very

~ year a great revolt in Khorisin to avenge Abd Moslim.
- What is reported of him, that he was a professor
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end. The victorious general had made himself master of
the treasures of Al Moslim, and now in turn himself
rebelled, but was quickly overcome, and pat to death (755
or 756). Khordsin was once more Bﬁci.lruly in the hands
of the Caliph.

In other directions also disturbances of various kinds
occurred. The Kharijites! who had no reason for regarding
the rule of the Prophet’s kinsmen as Juster or more in
accordance with the laws of God than that of the Omayyads,
fought on for their ideals in various parts of the empire,
with few followers indeed, but with a courage that defied
death. Thus a certain Kharijite, Mulabbid, in Mesopotamia

They accordingly betook themselves to his capital, and set
thmaheainmatﬁmdalofwomhipmmdhilm
lﬁnsﬁr,indwl,mquiteofthemindﬂutitWHM-
to have people obey him and go to hell in consequence,
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Alids saw that they had not gained much.
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there came to the front one who had been a CONSPLCIOUS
general d#hder the Omayyads, afterwards had kept himself
in concealment, and now seized this opportunity to gain
favour with the Caliph. This was Maan, son of Zaida,
famed for his bravery, and still more for his liberality,
but at the same time stern and pitiless towards his foes.
Manstér, whom it thoroughly suited to intermingle pure
Arabs with his Khorisin generals of mixed Arabian and
Persian origin, willingly took the fire-eater into his grace.
Shortly afterwards he sent him into Yemen, where, during
his nine years’ governorship, he subdued all opponents with
much bloodshed. Subsequently he sent him to south-
eastern Persia, where he was surprised and slain by the

The dynasty of the Omayyads once overthrown, the
It made no
difference to them whether their nearer cousins, the
descendants of Abbds! or whether their slightly more
distant kinsmen, those of Omayya, possessed the sove-
m the name of Hashim was not enough. When the
house of the Prophet had been canvassed for, every one
in the first instance had thought of his actual descendants ;

 these last now deemed, not, unrightly, that they had been
' Mdhﬂhﬁﬂhﬂ@t Itmpmbabhthatm
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son of Abdallih, as head of the entire house, and as the
future Caliph. W hy this particular man should have been
selected from among the very numerous descendants of Ali,
we are unable to say. Ope advantage, which fell into the
scale when a legitimist claim was being urged, he un-
d(aubmdly h:ul—-rmumly, that the females also who came
into his genealogy were all free Arabs of good family, and
that the Hasanid Mohammed was through his grandmother
a descendant also of Husain, and thus in a twofold way
descended from the Prophet.! His father, who might have L
advanced still stronger claims, was perhaps over-timid or | ”;
too little ambitious, 528 3
. The Abbisids knew too well how it was that they them- Rev
selves had reached the throne to be other than exceedin
. Jealous of the hereditary advantages of their cousis. One
~and another Alid now and again expressed tolerably openly L
b opinion of the situation. And the Mohammed Just

4 [ T e e

| ” ; Sur . ligrimage du the life-
B bime of his brother. If Mansir actually had at one time
‘acknowledged Mohammed's right to the caliphate, this
e ~ would be to him a further motive for effort to have M
BY in his power. But neither promises nor threats availed;
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said to have wandered about in even remoter lands. As
their fatfer when closely questioned persisted in declaring
that he had no idea where his sons were living, Manstr,
when he came on pilgrimage once more to Mecca in April
758. caused him to be imprisoned. But even this did not
avail. The governors in Medina either could not or would
not find the fugitives. The inhabitants were attached to
the Alids as being children of the Prophet and children
of their city, and the majority of the officials even would
doubtless have felt it to be a crime to deliver them up to
destruction. Riyih, however, of the tribe of Morra, who
entered upon the governorship of Medina on 27th December
761, was free from any such weakness. He threatened the
inhabitants with the same fate with which, sixty-eight years
before, his fellow tribesman Moslim, son of Okba, had visited
their rebellion against authority.! He caused all the nearer
kinsmen of Mohammed’s family, and many of his adherents,
to be imprisoned, and also a number of the Juhaina Bedouins,
among whose mountains, to the west of Medina?® it was
supposed that the claimant was in hiding. When, at the
close of another pilgrimage (March 762), Mansir visited

- Medina, he took these captive Alids, including the father
--dﬁamm&mmdvmuaother persons of considers

tion, and carried them with him in chains into Bab]mm.
wmmmtheswp-bwtherof Abdallih, who
- secretly, and in violation of his plighted word, had given

hmhwwmﬂephewthamg

QT e e Mok et Sewibies W |
Md his l'm &m as a dman&ntaf talivh ._:;
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of the Abbidsids which was taken by those persons who were,

B joined him. So also did the poet Abd Adi al Abli, who 5
~ belonged to a side branch of the house of Omayya. These B
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hostages was by no means indulgent ;1 several were
to death, many died in prison.  But popular imagination,
Or personal hatred, has raised the colours of the picture ;
the story goes that the Caliph kept the bodies of all the
murdered Alids in a great chamber to which no one had
access but himself: in the ear of each was a label with
his name and genealogy neatly written.
Mahd{ ventured to use the key

put

Mansir's son

after his father's death,
and, horrified at the discovery, caused them all to be buried.

Riyih's diligent search seems at length to have led
Mohammed to attempt a premature revolt, which towards
the end of 762 broke out in Medina Mohammed was
proclaimed Caliph, the captives set free, the governor and

other adherents of Manstir thrown into prison. The famons
doctor of Islam, Milik, son of Anas, gave his decision that =
the oath of allegiance to the Abbdsids, having been obtained

by force, was of no binding obligation. This is characteristic
at once for the ethics of Islam and for the view of the rule

properly speaking, the guardians of religion and of the
sacred law.? At Milik's dictum everybody went over to L
Mohammed. - Even the descendants of Abii Bekr and other

men of Koraish, who had formerly distinguished themselves
at the founding of the empire of Islam, for the most part

i
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the journey Abdalldh is reported to have shouted to Mansi

- abitterallusion to the fact that Abdallih's ancestor Al had been a champion
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i dividuals, however, seem to have inherited but little of the
mmﬂike and warlike ability of their ancestors. From
the very first many clear-headed men saw that the enter-
prise had small prospect of success When a volunteer
courier, in the extraordinarily short space of nine days,
brought news of the insurrection to Mansur at Cufa, bhe
was far from dissatisfied with this clearing of the situation.
« Now, at last,” said he, “I have the fox out of his hole ! ”

Medina was of all places least suited for the foundation of
an anti-caliphate,—for this, among other reasons, that the
whole region was dependent on imports from Egypt, the
supply of which was now at once cut off. Mansir sent his
cousin Isd, son of Misd, with a small but tried army against
Medina. Mohammed proved no more equal to his task
than the other Alid pretenders had done. Instead of taking
the advice of persons skilled in war, and assuming the
offensive, he remained within the city of the Prophet, the
sanctity of which he took to be his best defence: once, In a
dream, it had appeared to the Prophet under the figure of a
breastplate. By way of fortification he caused the fosse of
the Prophet to be restored; a work which indeed had filled
with astonishment the Arabs combined against Mohammed,
—men who had had no experience of war on a large scale, or

indeed of any kind of strenuous united action,—but which
was mere child’s play for the veterans of Khordsin. Isd
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had entered the city by the rear, and there had planted
the black banner of the Abbisids. Only few, includ-
Ing a company of Juhaina Bedouins, stood by Mohammed.
Mohammed, a tall and handsome man, fell after a heroie

struggle late on the afternoon of Monday. 6th December 762,

He had caused the captive Riyih to be put to death im-

mediately before. One more addition was thus now made
to the roll of Alid « martyrs,” who had inherited from
their ancestors courage and bravery, but with these also an
incapacity for generalship and supreme command. The
Supporters of the house surnamed Mohammed as the pure

soul.” :
Isi, obeying orders, showed comparative clemency. It St
Wwas of importance to the descendants of Abbds that the i

sanctity of the city of the Prophet, to whom they traced
back their rights, should not be violated too grossly. Some
prominent participators in the rebellion, indeed, were put to
death, or else imprisoned or subjected to severe corporal
~chastisement. The goods of that branch of the Alid family
to which the pretender had belonged were confiscated.
According to the custom of the time, his head was brought
to the Caliph, who sent it by courier-post round the pro-
vinces as an awful example. It arrived in Egypt in the L
spring of 763, just in time to check a rising of the Alid : F e
. While affairs in Medina were still ' i




126 CALIPH MANSUR.

e —————— e R

—— e ————. . P

e T

enterprise it offered great opportunities ; from
Tigris and Euphrates could be blockaded,

i
-

To a many of

it as a basis, the
and the maritime provinces to the east c mparatively easily

mastered. Nor was this all; the very important ecity, in
the immediate neighbourhood of which Mansir had his
residence, the turbulent Cufa, was thoroughly Alid n its
sympathies. Should an Alid make his appearance in the
neighbourhood with an army, an outbreak might be expected
within it at any moment. In addition to this, the whole
central province was in a state of ferment. But Mansur
had at the moment only a very few troops at hand. He
afterwards confessed that it had been a great mistake to
leave himself so bare, and declared that in future he would
~ always retain at least 30,000 men beside him. He managed,
s hnm to arrange them so that the Cufans considerably
erestimated the number of his forces. The Cufans were,
moreover, always much more heroic in words than in deeds.
Manstir, however, was not yet able to take the offensive
against Tbrahim; but was constrained to suffer the latter,
into whose hands the treasure of the rich province of Basra
had fallen, to become master of Susiana and Persis also.
Wisit also received the troops of Ibrihim. In the neigh-
- bourhood of this city, indeed, he was encountered by an
officer at Hudﬁ , and hem the two armies stood, facing

gt ﬂuhm a wife whom he had just married Mm
ﬂﬁ_ﬂhﬂ.mh&ﬂm&ah&o{mﬂ
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forth. All this sounds very well

one who, for his own interests, is carrying on a rebellion

shed, and can ultimatel Y achieve success only by concentra-
tion of every energy. - In such tenderness there is more of
weakness than of humﬂuity. “Thou desirest, the sovereignty,
yet darest not to slay!” some one said to him.  Pour Jaire
des omelettes il faut easser les @ufs.

Soon after the middle of December 762, Ibrihim received
the crushing intelligence of his brother's death. Yet if even
now he had advanced immediately, he would still have been
able to put Mansir to great straits. But when he finally
marched towards Cufa with barely 10,000 men, a sixth or a
tenth of his strength on paper, Isi had already arrived at
the head of a superior army. The Caliph had ordered troops
from Media against Susiana, which soon captured the capital M
Ahwiz. In Bikhamri, only sixteen hours south of Cals, = 8

B 8% ey of Dovibin, who had now sesumed the e ot =
"" Caliph, encountered the advancing host of Isd (Monday,
i 14th February 763). Mansir's vanguard was driven back; . o
 but Isd held his ground, and the fugitives soon rallied. &
~ Mansir's cousins, the sons of Sulaimdn, fell upon Ibrahim’s S
' rear. After a fierce battle he fell mortally wounded with

an arrow. The Caliph musedmmmwhpm
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that of Mohammed. He could now feel pretty sure that

tarth no Alid claimant could be of danger to !ﬁm.
e family of those kinsmen of his to

» whole
True. he cansed the w | 181 A
he strictly watched, but he was particularly willing to receive

:1to his service any members of it whom he thought hf? ﬂm;ld
venture to trust. Perhaps in this the old Arab fgelmg or
et family ties had still some part: hGWE‘.‘Yt:_‘I‘ that may be, ;t
e produced a good effect, as showing to subjects that both the
o main branches of the H:shimids still held by one -am}ther.

L!;; In Medina these struggles were followed by a little after-
’” ;' piece. Persian soldiers behaved with violence towar_de
- peaceful inhabitants. The people complain ad. to th? chief
o authority, but received no attention. Then ac:twe resistance
C began. The town butchers (black freedmen, 1t would mm)
killed a soldier; from this it grew to a general melée. The
A negroes, who were numerous, both slaves and freedmen,
e drew together, and killed part of the little garmison. Tlm L
governor fled. They even seized on the stores that had hm : E
set apart for the troops. The higher classes trembled before
It is noteworthy that two who

were a member of the Omayyad family and an official who
~ had been imprisoned for his participation in the rising of '_
"~ Mohammed. The loyalty of the population towards the h -
.~ sovereign was strongly insisted on. The stores that had
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great undertaking— the building of Bagdad. With the fall
of the Omayyads it had become quibé 4 matter of course
that the rulers of the enormous empire, which extended fI‘ﬂIl;
what is now Russian Turkestan and the Indus to Aden
Algeria, and Eastern Asia Minor! should have their seat in’
Babylonia : but they had not as yet any definite capital.
Mansir lived a great deal in Hishimiya, founded by his
predecessor, in the immediate neighourhood of Cufa But
the Cufans, little attached as they were to the Abbdsids,
were no desirable neighbours. After the death of Ibrdhim,

Mansiir had preached them as sharp a sermon against their
SINS as any Omayyad governor could have delivered, and

tion to be notably extended and improved. The official
name of the city here planted was Madinat-as-Salim (“ the
city of welfare "), but in practical use the old name Bagdad
maintained exclusive currency. Mansir's keen vision in o
the selection of this site may well be compared with that

)
F

] . P, st .
e N ]
B L g Ly |
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shown by Alexander when he founded the Egyptian Alex- <

- andria. At any rate, the situation of this city, wh ch he ,
~ greatest, in population much poorer, and, on that sccount, as well as for
A -r:_ e ’- | m m more Mh o s e ':_.r;;- ,3" it ,::::__.
=Ty choice of site one element Mmm TR e
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called into being out of nothing, is so favourable that it

soon Became a world-city, with all the lights and shadows of
such ; a place which. Constantinople apart, had no rival, and
which. even in the deep decline of all these countries since
that time, and notwithstanding the 1rr eparable injury suffered
by Bagdad itself when it was destroyed by the Mongols in
1258. still remains a considerable city, by far the most
important in the whole region of the Euphrates and Tigns.
The work of building had been begun in early sumnmer of
762. When news came of Mohammed's revolt, the walls
were hardly six feet high. When Ibrihim approached, the
rumour spread that he had gained a great victory. Here-
upon the freedman who had been left in charge of the vast
accumulations of building materials set fire to the stores of
s timber, that they might not fall into the hand of the enemy.
i As soon as the empire was once more pacified, Mansir caused
o operations to be resumed. The building was carried outona
- magnificent scale. Vast sums were expended by the Caliph -
in building residences for himself, his dependants, kinsfolk,
B and freedmen, as well as his officers and troops, and also in
constructing mosques, government offices, aqueducts, canal
bridges, and fortifications. He assigned allotments to the
members of the reigning house and the grandees on which
to build their houses. Troops of handicraftsmen, traders,
and other settlers flocked to the spot. Houses of sun-dried
- brick cost but little, and it is possible that even directly,
mmmthetnﬂmgmﬂayof t.hahuildmw
in many casss made good out of the public exchequer.
M’ hﬂ.m. ta pny a dﬂty npﬂn t.hmr nhop, mﬁé
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seemed expedient to Place a portion of the garrison on the
other side of the river, 8o that, in case of necessity, the two
divisions of the army might be able to hold one another in
check. A peculiar police regulation wag introduced later
by Mansir; he caused the markets, which were frequented
by an excessive number of Strangers, whose sy

pervision was
nov easy, to be removed outside the city proper, Bagdad

was strongly fortified. Manstr caused other Important
inland cities also to be fortified in such g way that the

garrisons might be able to cope with casual insurrections.
This he did also in the case of the city of Rifika, fo
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* | example, Mansir on one oceasion learned through this
channel¥ that the governor of Hadramaut (in the extreme
south of Arabia) was more attentive to the pleasures of

the chase than to the duties of his office, he deposed him
Even the actions of Mahdi, the heir-apparent,

at once.
e in his capacity as governor of the lands of the east were
";‘&‘“ subjected to this kind of control. Thus, the Caliph having
*%: on one oceasion learned that Mahdi had given to a certain

E? o poet much too great a reward for a landatory copy of verses,
S he compelled the recipient to repay the greater part of the
sum.! These officers, in addition to their special duties,
reported all the more important law cases, and all occur-
rences of any particular interest; they further apprised the
Caliph of the price of provisions; for, with a view to publie
peace and security, 1t was judged necessary to take prompt
S measures for the prevention of dearths® So well was
"~ Mansir informed as to the state of the provinces, that it
was whispered he had a magic mirror in which he could

see all his enemies. Still better is he characterised by his
own words to his son: “Sleep not, for thy father has not
slept since he came to the caliphate; when sleep fell upon
hlqu,lnupim remained awake.” He was an excellent
m He is frequently reproached with avarice even:
he was surnamed “the father of farthings” —a reproach
ﬁ';ﬁ presumably came chiefly from those whose mm
;- - have beem ssrved h? that Pmdmht.‘i to ﬁm
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| rulers, such as the Omayyads Abdalmelik and Hishdm,
have the reputation of avarice. Mansiir was certainly striet
| ‘1 Inoney matters. The vast expenditures on the building

| of Bagdad he caused to be accounted for down to the last
| farthing, and he compelléd his officials to refund little
i profits which they had made for themselves He looked
i sharply after his tax collectors. In payment of the land

tax he commanded that only certain kinds of the gold coins
of the Omayyads which were quite of full weight should be
received. Of course he followed also the old established

prineiple of Oriental princes, according to which high officers o
who had gorged themselves were compelled to give back =
their accumulations! Even one of such exalted position, ’ q,
and of such conspicuous service in the establishment and 2

support of the Abbhisid dynasty, as was the Persian * Khdlid,
son of Barmek, the founder of the Barmecide power, was
subjected to an operation of this kind. He was called
upon within a very short time to pay 3,000,000 dirhems
(about £57,000); the Caliph in the end was satisfied with
2,700,000. Nay, even Mansir’s own brother Abbds was
compelled to give up the money which he had squeezed
from the people when governor of Mesopotamia, and was
unprisoned besides. An Oriental State can never altogether -
prevent the abuse by which officials, small and great, enrich B

1 *“At a time when no conception of any such thing as mnﬂ
credit of the State had been thought of, whenever receipts fell short of
sxpenditure, there wes no other way of relsing Seney but that of SShing &= 0
where it was to be had. The State, that is, the Caliph, did this in the form
of money fines, by taking from people of notorious wealth & portion, orthe
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themselves in illicit ways. On the occasion of a land survey
at Basm it was discovered that a family of consideration,
the descendants of the Prophet’s freedman Abu Bekra, had
increased their estate to a prodigious extent; the Caliph
ok eut it down to a tenth. Here is a piece of the higher
finance :! Mansir ordered every inhabitant of Cufa to pay
= five dirhems (nearly two shillings); all, of course, complied.
Having in this way ascertained their exact number, he
| imposed on all a poll-tax ? of forty dirhems (fifteen shillings),
5 and applied the money to the fortifications of the city.
: Whether this story is exact we will not undertake to say;
l’*f i in any case, it is probable that he sought by stringent

%’* | measures to raise the revenue as much as possible, especially
Sol as he left to his successor an overflowing exchequer. It
; must, however, be considered that the comparative measure 7

i of quiet which he secured for most of the countries of his =
il empire more than compensated for high taxation. How far S

- the Christians’ complaints of special fiscal oppression under
e Mansiir were justified, is a point we can hardly clear up

-lhI-_:E {‘1‘ r i

= ,;I.'._' i
|.1-i-‘:-d'...‘ﬁ'-t‘ " o LN -I : ::"I

now ; perhaps they arose chiefly from the circumstance that |
he taxed churches and monasteries, which was not so very
- unreasonable. If he again reduced the tribute of the B
- Cyprians to the sum originally fixed by treaty, this was.
S Fﬁhﬂy dm, mt. so much to a sense of _}ustma as to poliey ;
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o ~ We are safe in saying that the rule of Mansir, lwwm
- hard, treacherous, or ruthless it may often have been, was
_Q ﬁn whole a blessing to the empire. He could say d

.-m MM ho had dam for ﬂu ‘mass of % :
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acts of his officials), had protected them against external
attack, and had secured internal peace and quiet. The

| fruits of his exertions were reaped by his successors, who
were by no means on a level with himself. The great
prosperity of the empire under his grandson Harin ar
| Rashid is mainly due to Mansir. Tt must be borne in
E mind, of course, that when we speak of an Oriental State,

justice and internal peace must always be taken with large
qualifications. Even the best of Oriental governments is
extremely defective from our point of view.!

The personal requirements of Mansir were few. Born

and bred in the deserts of Edom, he had no turn for such £
luxury as prevailed in the court of his son, and which g

afterwards often passed into extravagant profligacy. Like _ a;
his predecessor, he seems to have been no slave of women.
He drank no wine, and did not tolerate at his court music
and song, which at that time were only too often the Lo
handmaids of debauchery. On the other hand, he was a e
friend of literature; he particularly admired the fine heroic =
histories of old Arabia. Himself a man of high mental
endowments, he liked to associate with people of culture
 drollery of the talented bibulous and frivolous negro AbG
~ Dulima, who seems to have been more of a court fool than 1'
~ of a court poet. By natural gift and by cultivation, he © e
. became one of the most famous of Arabic orators. He it

- was, moreover, who first caused Greek scientific works g_ e
be translated into Arabic. He had at least a share hé |
ﬂd Ammmwimhmwh&h

-
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demeanour in cases where this did not appear Lo caITy ,
danger. Thus he pardoned a Kharijite who was to have
heen Beheaded in his presence, and whom he had assalled
with insulting language, when the latter pointed out to
him how unseemly such conduct was. And he fully
appreciated the Omayyad sovereigns Moawiya, Abdalmelik,
and Hishdm, as also that brave and unselfish servant of the
Omayyads, the great Hajja). !
The most devoted followers of the Alids were in the
: habit of asserting that they had derived from the Prophet
S a hereditary wisdom ; this was one, or even the sole ground P
i3 on which the sovereignty was claimed for them. Among ol
| the Persians, in particular, views of this kind had great i
';_ e currency. The first Abbdsid claimants and sovereigns also
fh made similar pretensions. It was the part of the good
| subject to believe that the heads of this house enjoyed a
special divine illumination. But, apart from the individuals

2 who had been won over by their emissaries at the begin-
N ning, this faith did not spread. Even the Arab Moslems
~ were much more inclined to attribute such an advantage
- tothe Alids than to the reigning family. Manstr himself =
-5 doubtless viewed this doctrine of his own special enhghm_

g - ment much as an intelligent Roman emperor regarded the
e ﬁmhmmpmi him by poets and subservient provincials.

At any rate, his nature was cool, and rehgmmmalwﬂlbo '
m to him bymm So long as heterodox

i e
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out. His Christian physician was ace ustomed to wine:
Mansir in his own palace caused the obnoxious liguor to
be supplied to him. On the other hand, he praised this
functionary for his fide lity to the now aged wife whom he
bad left behind at home, when he sent back the beautiful
female slaves presented to him by the Caliph because
Christianity enjoined monogamy. But, of course, Mansir's
edicts and letters, according to the fashion of the time,
overtlowed with pious phrases and texts from the Koran ;
and this was most of all conspicuous in the religious
political discourses which, after the example of the earlier 5
Caliphs, he delivered on Fridays from the pulpit of some

great mosque. Mansiir was further led by the traditions | ,a
of his family to assume to some extent the part of a :E
theologian, especially in giving forth alleged sayings of Tﬁ
the Prophet. Some characteristic specimens of such oral e { i
traditions communicated by him to others have come down #

to us. Thus he declared the Prophet to have said, that if
he had appointed to a governor a definite revenue, then
everything which the latter took in excess of this was
unlawful spoliation. Unfortunately, not many of Mansir’s
governors were so tender of conscience as to take seriously to
heart a word of the Prophet guaranteed on such authority.
At the same time, all things considered, 1 do not venture
to maintain that Mansir was at heart an utter unbeliever.
In the East, still less than in the West, does one m
to find absolute consistency in matters of religion. m
man who in cold blood vmhtadhnmtmdnﬁ
vet have argued with hmdf that Allih the .
mﬂ m nl h Wi

'~...
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repeated pilgrimages, OVer and above their political purpose,
whichais obvious, may have been designed also to satisty

a personal need. It is conceivable, too, that the old sinner

may have counted on the divine favour because he had
vigorously carried on the holy war against unbelievers.!

The baneful frontier war, carried on for centuries between
the caliphate and the Byzantine empire, and interrupted
only by short truces, pursued its course under Mansur,
though mostly only in the form of plundering forays,
devastation of the open country, and destruction of single
fortresses and cities. Mansir sought to make his frontier
against the Byzantines as secureé as possible by freshly
fortifying a number of cities and supplying them with
adequate garrisons. In this respect his restorations of
the ruined fortresses of Melatia in Lesser Armenia, and
of that of Massisa (Mopsuhestia) in Cilicia,—a town which
he almost founded anew,— were of special importance.
These frontier fortresses naturally served also as bases of =
operations against the ememy’s territory. The maritime
towns on the Syrian coast were in like manner placed by

Manstir in a state of defence. | Ty
L The other frontiers also gave enough to do. In 764 the
= wild Khazars (in what is now Southern Russia) invaded f;_ :
A the territory south of the Caucasus, took Tiflis, devastated &

=
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| up te the great mountain chain, and even levied a tax
upon the naphtha-springs of Baku.

The mountainous districts on the sonthern margin of the

Caspian, on the other hand, remained unsubdued. The
Dilemites (in Gilin) made frequent plundering attacks on
the adjoining country, as had been their immemorial habit,
The war against them was continual We learn incident-
ally that in 760-61 the C aliph summoned expressly the
richer inhabitants of Cufa to take arms against the Dilemites.
Now, theoretically, every Moslem capable of bearing arms
18 under constant obligation to fight against unbelievers :
but we may conjecture that what Mansir had chiefly in
view was the money which those not very warlike people
would have to pay for exemption from service.—Tabaristin
(Mizenderin), which borders Gilin on the east, where a
family of high functionaries of the Sdsinian empire had
maintained themselves as an independent dynasty and still
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kept up the religion of Zoroaster, was almost entirely
; annexed for the first time under Mansir! A former &

butcher of Rai (Rhagae, near the modern Teheran), who, #
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and at its head had fought bravely against Sampddh?
received the appointment of governor. DBut this mﬁ,
of Tabaristin was not yet final. o
The struggle continued to be carried on—with m

" interruptions, it is true—against the M
and others) beyond the Oxus; so also on the Indian fr
- where during Mansiir’s reign Kandahir, moh
mhhn. BntthaaMMtb hammed ..'
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this tribe had ventured up the Red Sea, and had plundered

Jiddgh, the port of Mecca.’
In the repression of the Alid rebellion Isi, son of Misd,

had. as we have seen, specially distinguished himself, and,

by a binding arrangement, the succession to the sovereignty

had been secured to him. But Mansir wished to be sue-

ceeded by his own son Mahdi. He according wrote to his

cousin a letter full of unction, in which he represented J

the troops as having taken Madhi to their heart to such

a degree that the former must of necessity yield to him.

The claim had even a stronger foundation, for the un-

scrupulous poet Muti had produced before the assembled

court a prediction of the Prophet which clearly pointed to

Mahd{ as the future pattern prince, and had even had the

audacity to call in Abbis, the Caliph’s brother, as a witness
ey to the genuineness of the announcement,—a testimony in
.. which the latter had, against his will, to concur. In spite
e of all this Isi held his own, and maintained, certainly with
good reason, not only that the Caliph and his officials were
A obliged by the oath which they had tendered to him to
protect him in his rights, but that he had also bound
himself by his oath, and dared not abandon his claim. At v?%‘“
last, by threats and all sorts of importunities, he was
rendered pliable, and renounced on condition that he was '
to be the successor of Mahdi. Oﬁmahmdpwplam :
- in this way released from the terms of thmmthmm%
~ (764). The condition attached was from the first mu«
M thmmem
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Abdalldh, died. Abdallih, as alre
defeat taken refuge with

ady related, had after his

his brother Sulaimidn at Basra (end
of 754). When Manstr came to know that he was in hiding

there, he demanded his surrender ; but this was not granted
until after he had pledged himself in the most solemn way
that no harm should befall Abdallih. In the deed in which
this security was promised,—a deed accepted by the Caliph,
—I1t was specified, among other things, that Mansiir, should
he break the agreement, would be held as renouncing the
sovereignty, and as releasing his subjects from their vath of 'f
allegiance. These clauses were little to Mansir's taste ; *%
people might, perhaps, one day think of taking him at his g ~§
word! The author of the document, Thn Mokaffa, famous 8-
as a stylist and as a poet, and particularly meritorious as e
translator of older Persian works, was accordingly, on

account of the words in question, put to death with cruelty
on a hint from the Caliph. And when Abdalléh (12th May _

759) came to his nephew, in spite of every promise he was e
seized, and his companions slain. Abdallih himself also, L
according to accounts, died a violent death. Yet it is diffi- . i
cult to see why Mansiir should have spared his uncle for so
long a time if imprisonment was not a sufficient measure of i ’?
security ; a seven years’ imprisonment was of itself enongh &
to account for the death of a man no longer young. Still i

L]
S
4

.

less can we rely on the various rumours according to which
the death of Mohammed, son of Saffih (beginning of 7€
was due to violence; for Mansir had no occasion to be
afraid of this dissolute nephew. The fantastic stories that
~ are told in connection with how us,
~ events, what the Commander

-
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of Isi’s having put to death a son of Nasr; for, bravely as
N asiatl fought on behalf of the Omayyad, his son was now

no source of danger.
Though, after the defeat of the Alids, Manstir had the

n hand, yet in the remoter provinces

empire as a whole well 1
all sorts of trouble still arose, some of them very serious.

For example, the Armenian nobles, who had always been
restless, had once more to be put down by force. In 767
there was another violent outbreak in Khordsin. 1ts
leader? is said to have claimed to possess the gift of pro-
phecy ; however this may be, the movement undoubtedly was
of a religious, strongly heretical character. The histories
do not recognise the insurgents as Moslems at all. Khdzim
himself born or bred in Khorisin, was sent against them ;
but could effect mothing until he got it arranged that the
vizier of Madhi, the heir-apparent, who governed the eastern
provinces from Rai as viceroy, should no longer be allowed
to interfere with the unity of the command by giving
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4 race of brave hut pitiless fighters. The leader of the
Insurrection was brought a prisoner

before Mansir, and
executed.

Another great rebellion broke out soon afterwards in the
province of “ Africa ” (corresponding nearly to the modern
Tripoli and Tunis), w here, indeed, matters had never been
thoroughly quiet. It, too. had a religious and also a national
origin ; the rebels were Berbers and Kharijites. The
Caliph’s governor, who shortly before had been transferred
to Africa from the Indian frontier,—a distance of about

sixty degrees of longitude,—fell in battle against them, .E
Mansiir now sent Yezid, son of Hatim, with a great army 9 i
upon the scene, and, to show how important the matter S ,:;
was in his eyes, accompanied him in person as far as to T
Jerusalem (770). In the following year Yezid gained a L
decisive victory, and trinmphantly entered the capital,

Kairawin, where he remained as governor till long after

'vnthuut allies, at the age of twenty-five, in the spring of .
756, had rapidly established an independent empire. ll‘ _, 2
MﬁMEBBﬁrmmwhmmMm
Mansir himself, he was the son of a Mﬁwﬂl "
'Mph,who,mm hn'm mh&rhwh mise valour
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out of tribal hostility shed an inordinate quantity of blood.
Wishing to give a handsome present to an official whom the
Caliph had sent to him, he handed over to him fifty
prisoners, whom he was %0 take with him to Basra, making
a5 if he was about to decapitate them and hang up their
bodies ; their tribesmen in that city would then be ready to
redeem them at 10,000 dirhems (nearly £200) a piece. The
pretty plan was unfortunately spoiled by the temper of the
populace and the ‘nterference of an intelligent Cadi. Omn
the report of the latter to the Caliph, he was thanked, and
the prisoners let go.

It was while returning from a pilgrimage to Mecca that
Manstir had become Caliph; on a similar journey to Mecca
he was destined to die. In 775 he once more set out ; on
the way he was seized with a disease of the bowels
(dysentery ?), which was probably connected with troubles
of the digestive system from which he had formerly suffered.
The heat of the Arabian late summer, and the fatigues and
privations of the journey (on which even the Caliph must
often have had to content himself with very indifferent
drinking water), can only have aggravated the malady in a
man now somewhat advanced in years, if they did not even
occasion it. He succeeded in reaching the holy territory,
but not the sanctuary itself. His death took place on
Saturday, Tth October 775,—according to other authorities,
on the Wednesday before,—at Bir Maimun, about one hour’s
journey from Mecca, atter a reign of twenty-one years and
some months; his age was over sixty, the authorities vacil-
lating between sixty-three and sixty-eight lunar (sixty-one
and sixty-six solar) years. The only persons present were
the freedman Rabi, an influential confidant, and some ser-
vants. Rabi kept the death secret for some little time, with

1 Compare above, p. 70. Probably Mansur himself did not know exactly
his own birth year, not to speak of his birthday.




CALIPH MANSUR. 145

a view to the arrangements necessary to secure the throne
for Mahd{. Manstr lies buried near the holy city, the
cradle of his family. TLater generations believed they knew
his grave ; but the statement is not improbably correct that
at the time a number of graves (“a hundred,” it is said)
were dug, in order that his true resting-place might remain
unknown. At this meeting-place of all restless spirits,
where the power of the central government was never able
to assert itself so firmly as in the lands of ancient civilisa-
tion, some embittered enemy of the dynasty might easily
one day gain the upper hand, in which case it was not
inconceivable that he might disinter and insult the body of
1ts most powerful and most hated member, as Mansir’s own
uncle Abdallah had done with the bodies of the Omayyads.
The East has seen many sovereigns who came near, or
even surpassed, Mansur in duplicity and absolutely un-
serupulous egoism, but hardly one who was at the same
time endowed with such commanding intellect, or who
(speaking generally and on the whole) had so strong an
influence for good on the development of his empire.

10
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4 SERVILE WAR IN THE EAST.

IMMEDIATELY after the tragic night n which the Caliph
Mutawakkil was murdered at the instigation of his own son
B - (11th or 12th December 861), the proud fabric of the Abbdsid
plre--mdy greatly shaken — began to collapse. The
i troops, Turkish and others, raised and deposed the Caliphs:

‘ BT the generals, for the most part quondam slaves, like those

f“ - whom they commanded, strove for a mastery which in turn
= was often dependent on the humours of the soldiery. In
- the provinces new rulers arose, who did not always think
it necessary to acknowledge the Caliph as lord, even in name.
B Claimants belonging to the house of Ali had success in some ;;:;5;'-_'
i T the gt ovae of he Tigri g therowere

~ gerious popular tumults. Peace and security were enjoyed ,,,
only in those districts where a governor, practically inde- b -
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The claim may have been just ; the descend-
ants of Ali by that time were reckoned by thousands, and
were very far from being, all of them, persons of distinetion.
It 1s, of course, equally possible that his alleged descent was
a 1mere invention. According to some authorities his family
belonged to Bahrein, a district of north-eastern Arabia, and
was a branch of the tribe of Abdalkais, which had its seat

there. In any case, he passed for a man of Arab blood.

Before he became known to the world, Alf is said. among 38 ’
other adventures, to have gone about for a while in Bahrein, £
seeking a following there. This statement is made extremely 2;

probable by the fact that several of his principal followers
belonged to that district, though it is far removed from the
world’s highways, and but seldom mentioned in history;
among these was the black freedman, Sulaimdin, son of Jdmi, d i
one of his most capable generals. The ambitious Alf, utilis-
ing the prevailing anarchy, next sought to secure a footing
in Basra. This great commercial city, next to Bagdad the
most important place in the central provinces, was suffering
much at that time from the conflicts of two parties, to all ~
appearance the inhabitants of two different quarters of the
town! Yet Al gained little here; medhﬂm |
and even the members of his own family, were mm e r'-'-i-"? |
prison, a lot which he himself escaped only by ;"
Bagdad. But soon afterwards, in connection with a et " "'x"E
of governor, new disturbances broke out in Mh

were broken, and Alf was soon ﬂmﬁlﬁ

'''''''''
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were the blll‘\f‘\‘i l}t‘ttt*l []1{*1 \'«uuld not hv]p us very quch

for the#whole face of the land has greatly changed since the

times we write of. At that time the Euphrates in the lowest

part of its course discharged itself into a region of lake
and marsh. connected with the sea by a number of tidal
channels. The most important of these waters was near Basra,
which lay farther to the west than the modern much smaller
city of the same name (Bussorah). That place and 1its
immediate neighbourhood was intersected by innumerable
canals (more than 120,000, it is asserted). The chief arm
of the Tigris was at that time the southward flowing, now
called Shatt al Hai, upon which stood the city of Wasit.
Farther down, the stream must have turned towards the
south-east. The present main arm, whose main course is to
the south-east, was at that time dry, or had a very limited
volume of water. The lowest part of the Tigris was con-
nected with the stream on which Basra stood by numerous

canals, some of them navigable to large sea-going ships.

Ml these waters were reached by the tide. Floods and

inkments had even by that time converted much

- arable land into marshes ; while, on the other hand, by drain-

age and embanking, many pieces of land had been reclaimed.
Since that time, in common with all the rest of Irik (Baby-

1, - lonia), this southern portion, in a very conspicuous degree,

. r.F'_i — 1

1 ~ has been so grievously wasted and neglected, that the forces “‘ |
gt nature have entirely gained the upper hand. What was
PR m, h m tnrnad mm a mldarmu hy 2
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extensive flats, traversed by ditches, in which great numbers
of black slaves, mostly from the east coast of Africa, the
land of the Ze nj,! were f*Ill]l]HVEfd by rich entreprencurs of
the city in digging away the nitrous surface soil, so as to
lay bare the fruitful ground underneath, and at the same
time to obtain the saltpetre that occurred in the upper
stratum.  An industry of such magnitude in the open
cnuntry 18 seldom met with in the East. The work in such
a case 18 very hard, and the supervision must be strict. The
feeling of affection which in the East binds the slave very
clnsely to the family in which he lives and has grown up, is
here altogether wanting. On the other hand, among such
masses of slaves working together there easily springs up a
certain community of feeling, a common sense of embitter-
ment against their masters, and, under favourable circum-
stances, a consciousness of their own strength; thus are
combined the conditions of a powerful insurrection. So it
was in the servile wars of the last century of the Roman
republic, and so it was here. Ali recognised the strength
latent in those black slaves. The fact that he was able to
set this strength in motion, and that he developed it into a
terrible power which required long time and the very greatest

exertions to overcome it, conclumvaly shows that he was a
man of gemus. The “leader of the Zeni," the 'Ahﬂ,‘ uﬁ
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Cufa, upon whom the dominant Arabs in those early days
of Iskm looked down with supreme contempt (685~
687 A.p.). But our hero went much deeper, and maintained
himself much longer, than Mokhtar.

Before openly declaring himself, Ali had sought out from
among the lowest strata of the population, and the freedmen
in particular, suitable tools for the execution of his plans.
In the beginning of September 869 he betook himself, at
first under the guise of business agent for a princely family,
to the saltpetre district, and began at once to rouse the
slaves. Saturday, 10th September 869, is reckoned as the
date at which he openly declared himself. He represented
to the negro slaves how badly they were being treated, and
promised them, if they joined him, freedom, wealth, and—
slaves. In other words, he did not preach universal equality
and well-being, but reserved the supremacy for the par-
ticular class to which he addressed himself. All this, of
course, was clothed in religious forms. He proclaimed the
restoration of true legality. None but those who followed
himself were believers, or entitled to claim the heavenly | Son
and earthly rights of the true Moslem. Alf thus appealed
at once to the nobler and to the more vulgar feelings of
the rudest masses, and with complete success. We may
accept the statement that he gave himself out for mmrd, :_"ji 3
at any rate to the blacks he seemed to be a messenger
God. That he himself believed in his own hmvanlyvmm
is hardly to be assumed ; all that we know of him bespe
a very cool understanding. 'We learn much more, it.-_ '
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be doubted, for this superstition at that time held sway
over even the clearest heads with hardly an exception,

Since the rebel leader claimed, as we have seen, to be
descended from Ali, Mohammed's son-in-law, we should
naturally have expected to find him, like other Alids,
appealing to the divine right of his house, and comi
torward as founder of a sect of Shiites But instead of
this he declared himself for the doctrine of those most
decided enemies of Shiite legitimism, the Kharijites or
Zealots, who held the first two Caliphs alone to have been
lawful, and rejected Othmédn and Alf alike, because they
had adopted worldly views; who demanded that none but
“the best man” should wield the sovereignty, “ though he
were an Abyssinian slave ;”! who, moreover, in their ethical
rigorism regarded as idolatry every grave sin, and most of
all, of course, opposition to their own doctrine as the true
Islam; and who accordingly regarded all their Mosiem

enemies, with their wives and families, as lawfully given

over to the sword or to slavery. One of the most pro-
minent officers of the negro leader preached in this sense

in Basra when it was taken; the same idea lent fury to

old death-defying Kharijites. 1t was certainly also with &
descent. With this it agrees that an original document

&
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appropriate. The slaves were easily gained by a strong
personality who could condescend to them, but they were
not to be inspired with enthusiasm for a mystical hereditary
¢claim. But that they themselves were the true believers
and the lawful destroyers or masters of all others, the
blacks were ready to believe: and they acted accordingly.
Perhaps their leader took this also into account, that in
Basra (on the lower classes of which place he seems at

3 first to have reckoned), the Shiite doctrine was at that
time very unpopular, quite the opposite of what it was
| in Cufa, the old rival of Basra. From what has been said
S it will be abundantly clear why Karmat, one of the founders

Fad Ko

1 5

gl L
L

of the Karmatians, an extreme Shfiite sect which was destined
soon after this to fill the whole Mohammedan world with
fear and dismay, should, on religious grounds, have decided
not to connect himself with the negro leader, however useful
this association might otherwise have been to him.

The nature of the ground was highly favourable to a
A rising of the kind.  Indeed, some forty years before this,
. n the marshes between Wiisit and Basra, the Gypsies g
. (Zutt) settled there had, augmented by offscourings of
- humanity brought together from all quarters, lived the
- [life first of robbers, and afterwards of declared rebels,and

’ f - were only after the greatest exertion compelled to capitu~ - =@
late; yet these were people who neither in courage nor in N
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—a troop of fifty, a toop of five hundred, and so forth—
obeyed the call of the new Messiah, We ey

en know the

names of those slaves who incited their companions to join
the rebel leader. As was natural, their wrath was directed,
not merely against their masters, who were mostly absent,
but even more

against the taskmasters, all of them, we may 2
suppose, themselves slaves or at most freedmen. Yet the

' leader spared their lives and let them go, after they had *
first been soundly beaten by their former subordinates. The " ‘"1
owners more than once begged him to let them have their | é

i slaves back again, promising him amnesty and five gold i e

g pieces per head; but he refused all offers: and when the '

blacks began to show uneasiness about such negotiations,

‘ he solemnly pledged himself never to betray them, and to

further their best interests. This oath he kept.

: The most numerous class of these negroes—the Zenj,
properly so called—were almost all of them ignorant of |
Arabic; for during their common labours in the open air |
they had had no occasion to learn this language, wm ,_
Oriental black, for the most part, very readily drops his

mother-tongue to take up that of his master. With these,

e SO, 7 had B0 S A8 E .
the negroes—those from more northern count: les (N ""
an the lke)—sready spoke Arbic. With the lpere

workers were undoubtedly associated many ugitive i :
from fhe villagen and towns, sl prekaiy 45 U S I

gt
w1




154 A SERVILE WAR IN THE EAST.

T e ————— R —

Unfortunately we PpossSess practically no particulars as to |
the imternal arrangements of this singular State, composed
of fanatical warriors or robbers who once had been, for the
most part, negro slaves. With regard to their great achieve-
ments in war, it 18 fto be remembered that they were
excellently led; that they fought upon a favourable and
familiar soil, full of marshes and canals, of which they
thoroughly knew how to take advantage, while the enemy
was equipped for an altogether different kind of fighting ;

and, finally, that the Kast African blacks, as a rule, are
g brave. It was not without reason that many negroes were

1 .- at that time enrolled in the troops of the empire ; even at

e present the black regiments of the Khedive are much more
serviceable than those raised in Egypt. We know, too, that
1‘1* " the negro leader maintained strict discipline. e
el It would seem that he had exerted himself to win over

A the villagers also, who for the most part, if not altogether, L
were dependent on aristocratic or wealthy masters. Perhaps il

- | he was more successful in this than our authorities say. -
He sometimes gave up hostile villages to plunder ; but the a8

(i
F
hiE

provisioning of his large masses of men was probably, to gj_
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enemy's troops as they rowed along. In this war it is the
E regular thing that a number of the vanquished are drowned.
The leader of the Zenj was always well served by his scouts.

Of the booty taken in the first encounters, the most
important part consisted of arms. Prisoners were remorse-
lessly put to death. In fact, according to Kharijite doctrine,
they were unbelievers, and worthy of death: while the
women and the children, as non-Moslems, were made slaves.
When at last the negro chief had defeated an army consist-
ing principally of inhabitants of Basra, he marched in person
against that town; he calculated, it would seem, that one of
the two town parties, with which he had frequently had
dealings, would declare itself for him; but in this he was
deceived. The people, high and low, stood together. They
faced him on Sunday, 23rd October 869 (full six weeks
only after the date of his first rising), and completely
shattered his army; he himself barely escaped death, fight-
ing bravely. But the citizen-army, though it had manfully

second day, the first division of the Dasrans was

negroes fought with fury; their women threw bricks.

defended hearth and home, was hardly fit to take the
offensive, and certainly had no leader who could be matched 2 |
with Ali, who quickly rallied his followers. Mu_ﬁ,
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that they ought to be glad that they might now count upon
peaceffor some time. so far as the Basrans were concerned.
He had in the meanwhile no doubt satisfied himself that he
had no substantial following in Basra, and still felt himself
o0 weak to make himself master of the great city. |

After these events the Zenj chief caused to be established,
on a suitable dry spot, impregnated with salt and thus
without vegetation, a settlement of his blacks, which he

exchanged for another in the following year. His people

G reared huts of palm branches, we may suppose, or perhaps
of mud. The “palaces” of the chief and of his principal
kv officers, the prisons for the numerous captives, the mosques,
- and some other public buildings which were gradually added,
. may in some cases have been relatively handsome and
f‘ - internally adorned with the spoils of the enemy, but their
- material was certainly, at best, sun-dried brick. In the
broader sense, the city finally founded, called Mokhtdra

ey (“the elect city”), covered a large area, and included -;- e
ek extensive fields and palm groves. It lay somewhat below ;
Basra, abutted on the west bank of the Tigris, and was
intersected by the canal Nahr Abilkhasib, the main direc- ¥
tion of whose course was from north to south (or parhnp & ?;;‘1
- from north-east to south-west); other canals also surr , e
~ or,wemaysuppose, traversed it. With the complete change
n ~ of the water-courses in that region, it is hardly likely ‘M

. e site Iiﬂ ever he mﬁﬁy made out. 3 A
M_ m Mw the necessaries d hfa m M
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dates grown there serve
the Bedouins

d, In part at least, as payment for

But as the home consumption of this chief
article of produce hardly left mu

assume that the de
sake of g

ch over for trade, we must
alers who thus risked their lives for the >,
iun must have been paid for the flour, fish, and 5
other provisions which they brought with articles of plunder, g
and with money that had been ac cumulated by plunder and .-.;
taxation, or rather black-mail Sl

At the pressing entreaty of the terrified Basrans the
government sent the Turkish general Jolin. For six ks
months he lay in camp face to face with the Zenj. His .
troops, consisting mostly of horsemen, could not move freely T
over the ground, thickly planted as it was with date-palms i
and other trees, and broken up by water-courses. At last =
a night attack by the negroes upon the entrenched camp
made such an impression upon his soldiers, that Joldan
Judged it expedient to withdraw to Basra. Previously to A
this an attack of the Basrans had been victoriously repelled
by the Zenj. The latter now grew so bold that they seized |
upon a fleet of twenty-four vessels bound for Basra; much
blood was shed in this action, and the booty, Mdtumy
captive women and children, was very great. On Wednes-
day, 19th June 870, they attacked the tlourishing Mﬂ
Obolla, which lay four hours from Basra, on the Tigris
(approximately on the site of the modern m
mptumdltafterabnaf i&mgle.mwmm mman
mdmwned tha mty.huiltdvﬁd,ﬂﬁm
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Khizistan (Susiana), the
Wherever submission was not made,
their work. On Monday, 14th August, the capital Ahwiz

{on the stream now known as the Kirin) was taken. The
;;;nrrisﬂn of this important place had prm'leut.ly withdrawn, ;
and this doubtless secured for the inhabitants a milder i
treatment. But, of course, all the property of the govern-
ment and of the governor, who with his people had

remained at his post, was confiscated.
Thus, then, within less than a year an
head of negro slaves had taken considerable cities, made
himself master of the mouth of the Tigris, and gained con-
trol of wide territories. Even the disturbance to commerce
was very serious. The communications of Bagdad, the world-
. were broken, and its victualling rendered a matter of
- difficulty. Basra trembled at the fate of Obolla. Matters
| | certainly could never have gone quite so far, if in the mean-
time the greatest confusion bad not prevailed at the then o
Ao residence of the Caliph, Simarrd (on the Tigris, some three 8
ff- dayg’ journey above Bagdad). At the very time of the fall j_"}' =
of Obolla the disputes of those in authority had led to the

adjoining country on the east.
fire and sword did

P I T —

adventurer at the

1
-
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S et k- ik
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e death, after less than a year's reign, of the pious Lalpi 5 T
i Mubtadi. and the proclamation of his cousin Motamid as
.._;31' ‘L‘l‘..

A Caliph. But this was the beginning of an improved state
r R of affairs. For though Motamid was not at all such a w r%
. reign as the times demanded, yet his brother fowaffak,

o reality held the reins of government, leaving to the
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serious losses on them, but in the end suffered a disastrons

He was recalled, but his
¢ hundred heads of soldiers

defeat through a night attack.
k Successor fared no better. Fiv

of his were exhibited in the immediate neighbourhood of
Basra ; many were drowned. In Susiana, too, a general of
the blacks had fought with success, but their chief called
him back to cut off the Basrans anew from communication
with the Tigris, which had recently been reopened for them
by the imperial troops. This done, the Zenj for some time
pressed hard on Basra itself, which had but an inadequate
garrison, was torn by party dissensions, and was suffering
from dearth. The negroes were joined by a number of 1
Bedouins. Great as is the contempt with which the genuine
Arab regards the black, the prospect of plunder, and the
plunder of so rich a town as Basra, is an attraction which the
hungry son of the desert cannot resist. These Bedouins were
not equal to the Zenj, either in bravery or in loyalty ; but they S
were valuable to the chief, as supplying him with a body of T

cavalry. On the 7th September 871, during the Friday

service, the negro general Mohallabi, with these Arab horse-
men and with black foot soldiers, penetrated into the city, e
but retired once more, after setting fire to it n m e

places. It was not till Monday thet the Zenj fuak Sl

possession. The massacre that followed was R
18 even alleged that many inhabitants were

- they could more easily be cut down. The chief
B direst; vengeance on the city which had deceived hi M
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at 300.000. The captured women and children
The noblest women of the houses

slain 1g Basra

were carried into slavery.
of Ali and of the reigning house of Abbds were sold to the

highest bidder. Many negroes are said to have recelved as
many as ten slaves, or more, for their share.

But a permanent occupation of the great city was not
feasible. It was forthwith evacuated, and the army, which,
immediately after the arrival of the shocking tidings, had
been despatched from the capital, under Mowallad, against
the Zenj, was able, in conjunction with the remains of the

troops already in the district, to occupy Basra and Obolla sk
e without striking a blow. Many inhabitants who had been :1'
o lucky enough to escape gathered together once more in
Basra. But when Mowallad proceeded further against the .
iR Zenj, he was, like his predecessors, defeated in a night attack,
: and compelled to withdraw again to the neighbourhood of
h " the town. In Susiana likewise the fortunes of war, after

some fluctuations, proved favourable to the Zenj.

ﬁ Mowaffak himself now advanced with a brilliant force to
o the neighbourhood of the negro city; but this also suffered
Sl defeat (20th April 872). The mortal wound of Moflih, the

;... actual commander, seems to have thrown the soldiers into

- confusion at once. Mowaffak remained in the district aﬂ
. Obolla Keoping tho Zenj stendily in hineye Inoneof the
- attles of this period one of their best generals, Yﬂhﬁtﬂf‘
© Bulrein, was wounded and made prisoner. He was brought,
'f"-":’-:::* Ee to Simarrd, and there, in the brutal and cowardly fashic ':'._.* b
ﬁn m-; in m Mmt a! mmt mpﬁw
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gained some ﬂrh-*nnmgl-f and

succeeded in rescuing captive
women and children, he in the

end sustained another reverse ;
and, to add to his misfortunes, his camp took fire and was

burned. Towards the beginning of full surmmer, accord-
ingly, he found himself compelled to quit the proper seat
of war, and to withdraw to Wisit His army melted away
almost entirely, and he himself, in January 873, returned
to Samarrd, leaving Mowallad behind him in Wisit. The
expedition on which such great hopes had been built had
come to nothing ; yet it had not been wholly vain, for Mowaffak
had come to know the enemy more perfectly, and had seen
more clearly how he was to be reached.

After the imperial army had left the field, the negro chief g
again sent considerable forces into Susiana, who, with some =8
trouble, succeeded a second time in taking Ahwiz, the capital o
(beginning of May 873). Several prisoners of distinetion, g
who had fallen into the hands of the victors there, had ‘g*
their lives spared by the chief, doubtless with a view to
heavy ransoms. The expeditions of the Zenj into the neigh- gy
A bouring countries, be it noted, were designed less for the
= acquisition of permanent possessions than to procure food
" and booty, perhaps also to inspire terror in the enemy. The

S ‘;___.-:. il
'''''''''
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nothing of the Zen). Meanwhile, they were aided by a
riging %o which they had not contributed, and which had
not them in view. For when a rebel, who had made himself

master of Persia proper (Persis), had vanquished one of the |
subordinates of Musa, the latter found himself uncomfort- |
able in Wisit, and begged to be relieved of his post (spring, 1
875). Provisionally, Mowaffak undertook, nominally ab !
i least, the government of Musa's provinces along with the 4
war against the Zenj. The latter had meanwhile taken '
, Ahwiz a third time, and had proved disastrous occupants.
ﬂ ' They had to be left alone, for now a quite new and very
A dangerous enemy made a diversion in their favour. Yakub, |
L; =5 son of Laith, the coppersmith (Saffir), who had conquered TS
~for himself a great emgpire in the East, aiming also at the
- possession of the central lands of the caliphate, forced his &

e way through Persia and Susiana and advanced upon Bagdad.
Sy But between Wisit and the capital he was met by Mowaffak
with the imperial army, and decisively defeated (April 876).!
The Zenj, of course, took advantage of the withdrawal of
e troops from the lower Tigris, every available soldier being
§ Arsb tribs vha et R
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stantial benefit: in the long-run the Zenj retained, even

in these regions, the upper hand. All sorts of troubles,
and, in particular, the threatening proximity of Yakdb, who
would not be propitiated by Mowaffak, and who might
break out again at any moment. sufficiently explain why
nothing considerable was attempted against them. For
the inhabitants of those countries this must have been a

dreadful time. Yakib peremptorily rejected the alliance i
tendered by the chief of the Zenj, vet, at last, without
definite agreement, a truce was established between the
two enemies of Mowaffak. But after Yakib's death (4th i:{'
June 879) the imperial regent quickly induced his successor, =

his brother Amr, to conclude a peace. Meanwhile, he made
him very great concessions, in order that in his great expedi-
tion against the blacks his left flank and his rear might
remain covered.

In 878 the Zenj succeeded in capturing Wisit and other e
cities of Babylonia; the customary atrocities were, of course,
not wanting. But in the end not even Wisit was held;
Mowaffak’s lieutenant again forced the Zenj back to bounds.
The latter continued to make plundering and m
incursions ; in 879 they ventured as far as Jarjariyd, H
than seventy miles below Bagdad, so that the ter:
inhabitants of the country fled for refuge to thﬂw

In Susiana, Tekin the general opposed the Zenj wi
vigour, and relieved the great mydmmﬁ
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along with the important town of Rimhormuz, and to pay
tributl : but even now he continued to act in a thoroughly
untrustworthy manuer, and caused all kinds of mischief to
the Zen).

In any case, the power r of the Zenj was now (879) greater
than ever. But it was at this point that the tide really
began to turn. Mowaffak’s position had gradually grown
stronger, and the death of Yakib had given him a free
hand. He now no longer delayed to summon all his
resources for making an end of the black robber-scourge. :
In doing so he proceeded with great deliberation and un- -
wonted caution. He had learned wisdom at last, from
many failures of the imperial troops, which, in part, had
followed close on brilliant victories. He now knew that
it was impossible to get at these amphibians in the same
way as enemies on firm accessible soil are reached. His
preparations for a decisive campaign against the Zenj
would require to be of a quite peculiar chamtar and m
the campaign itself it would be of supreme importance,
along with bravery, to exercise all caution. A w
general with similar resources at his command would w
tainly have annihilated the blacks much more quickly than
Mowaffak did; the latter in the campai@ phys the patt =

44444

Ihhlkd expalhng the Zenj from the northern f
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a8 ﬂ:{ratiug fortresses; a smaller kind, of which some are
mentioned as carrying twenty, and others as carrying forty
TrOWers, Seetn chiefly to have been used for attack. The
young prince justified the confidence reposed in him. He
gave battle repeatedly with success and, though operations

had often to be suspended, the Zenj were steadily com-
pelled to give place. One of their captains was taken )
and pardoned ; this is the first instance of the application
of a new policy which was to gain over the officers and

soldiers of the rebel. This course, more astute than heroie,
had great success. In proportion as the situation of the e
negro chief grew serious, his subordinates were more ready ;;
to desert him, and, instead of continuing to endure the e
dangers and privations of a siege, to accept from Mowaffak
amnesty, honours, rewards. Care was taken to make the o
deserters in their robes of honour conspieuous, so that the “-:
rebels might be able to see them. Their prince, of course, e
did all he could on the other side to check the falling away. T
Thus, we are told that he caused “the son of the king of the
Zenj” to be put to death, because he had heard that he
proposed to go over to the enemy. Of this real negro prince
we would gladly know more. The prisoners taken by the

unperial troops were, as a rule, killed. Abul Abbas distin-
guished himself personally by his bravery. In one of the
battles twenty arrows were found sticking in the coat of

felt which he wore over his breastplate. Almost a year

- r

passed before Mowaffak in person appeared with a great :;!_?'j;"
army on the scene (Tuesday, 11th October 880). The first

rosult of consequence was the capéure of the city of Mankt,
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negroes. At every advance Mowalfak was very careful to
spcur® his rearward communications, and to make 1t 1m-
possible for the blacks to attack him from behind. This
rendered necessary, among other things, much river-
engineering, making and breaking of dams. The regent
thereupon again left the campaign for a time in the hands
of his son, and marched towards Susiana (Friday, 6th
January 881), to clear that portion of the empire. This
was quickly done, and without much trouble, for the negro
e chief himself had given orders to evacuate the territory
which was not to be definitively held, so as to concentrate
i3 his whole power. On their march back the Zenj continued

to loot some villages, although these had made their sub-
mission to the chief. Several bands cut off from the main

r”;}fl F
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f army asked and obtained pardon. That honest Kurd
iy Mohammed naturally made his peace with Mowaffak

B 3 Y

o without delay, and was received into favour. On Saturday,
= 18th February 881, Mowaffak again joined his son Abul
Abbds and his other son Hdrin, whom he had sent on
b before wit.h his army from Wisit towards the south, and

The negroes were now confined to their own pmw
e territory in and around Mokhtira. Before the attack on
. this place began, Mowaffak sent once more a solemn *--:lf?;

- summons to the rebel calling upon him to surrend g
h B M him a full puﬂan if he obayed. It md not L#

* postion of the Znj chiel was—and it grew worse evr
"B"*b could ot stoop to become a pensioner of the
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nt, who received them with
began with his first approach, and went on
repeating itself to the end of the bloody tragedy. Many
soldiers also went over. Mowaffak so arranged that the
negroes in his army tempted those of the enemy over to

his side. All so inclined were forthwith enrolled in his
ranks. I\utumlh no one dreamed for a moment of con-

sidering the claims of their former masters upon these
slaves. In this way the negro chief found many of his
best forces gradually drawn away from himself and aug-
menting the strength of the enemy; this they did less
by their direct fighting capacity than by their accurate
acquaintance with the localities and with the whole con-
dition of things. To the cause of the Zenj it was, moreover,
highly prejudicial that their leader had to become ever
more mistrustful of his subordinates. In fact, several of
his best colleagues, in whom he had placed perfect con-
fidence, abandoned him, though others held by him to
the death. The ammnesty was extended also to those
Bedouins who should fall away from the Zenj. On the
other hand, a leader of the negroes, who had been made
a prisoner, when it was proved that he had treated women

desertion of these to the rege
open arms,

mmwmmatmumwupm
The city of Mokhtira, the siege of which h
mﬁmmthewhoiﬂmnmmmﬂbﬂ

....

who had fallen into his hands with singular atrocity, was
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negro leader is greatly exaggerated. The Zenj) may very
well Bave outnumbered their assailants, whose strength

is given at 50,000, at least at the beginning of the struggle ;
but the latter were, on the whole, certainly much better
equipped, better fed, and continually recruited by newly
arriving troops. Mowaffak, however, had so little thought
of taking Mokhtara by sudden attack, that in front of the
place, though judiciously separated from it by the breadth
of the river, he built for himself on the east bank of
the Tigris a city - camp, which he named after himself
Mowaffakiya. The matter of supreme importance was to
cut off the supplies of the Zenj, and to secure his own. £
In Mowaffakiya a lively trade sprang up: he even caused 4
money to be coined there. But the Zenj still showed 't
themselves very troublesome enemies, and occasionally -
~ captured transports that had been destined for the imperial
troops. It was not until a new fleet arrived from the
- Persian coast that intercourse with the outer world was
made almost impossible for the negroes; and henceforward
~ provisions could only be introduced occasionally and by
- stealth. For the Bedouins, who had still been venturesome
enough to supply the Zenj with various kinds of food in
'«Mgetordnm Mowaffak established an easy and safe
~ market in Basra. lhmpdmﬂythemtyofm
began 1o be keenly felt among the blacks, and the supply
~of bread virtually ceased. Nevertheless, they held M«
w and in the numerous collisions which took pls
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‘ foreing their way into Mokhtdra, and had begun their work

of destruction with fire and sword, but the same evening

they again -abandoned their capture. The same thing
frequently recurred : moreover, the invading troops were

more than once again driven out by the Zenj At a
. comparatively late stage of the siege (end of 882) Mowaffuk
i found himself under the necessity of again removing his
base, which he had recently advanced to the western bank
of the Tigris, back to the eastern, so troublesome had the

Zenj proved themselves to be. The main action was,

moreover, more than once interrupted:; as, for example,
from the end of summer 881 till October of that year. SR
In their assaults on the town the besiegers specially i
| directed their efforts to destruction of the defensive works, g
‘ 80 that several approaches lay open in a way that did not e
admit of their being again closed ; they also set themselves o
as much as possible to clear away the obstacles— bridges,
dams, chains—which the besieged had introduced to pre- '
-~ vent the entrance of great ships into the water-ways, and
especially into the main canal—the Nahr Abilhash. In
these operations the tide proved sometimes a help, some-

times a hindrance; it frequently happened that the ebb

' would leave the vessels high and dry on the sand 'hf |

the opposing parties were often quite near one another,
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<hominable ones called their mosque,” but which the Faith-
ful u&umlly regarded as nothing better than a synagogue
of Satan. But in this particular attack Mowaffak himself
was seriously wounded with an arrow, shot by a quondam
Byzantine slave : and as he did not spare himself, his wound
grew alarmingly worse. Operations were on this account
suspended for a considerable time, and many became so filled
with fear that they quitted Mowaffakiya. And in the
meanwhile an untoward circumstance of another kind arose.
The Caliph Motamid manifested an inclination to free him-
self from the tutelage of his brother, and (in the beginning
of December 882) quitted Samarrd, to take refuge with Ibn
Tilin, the vassal prince of Egypt. But the governor of
Bagdad, Ibn Kondij, who held by Mowafiak, intercepted
z the Caliph and brought him back to the residency (middle
~ of February 883). For this service Mowaffak loaded Ibn
e Konddj with honours. The wretched Caliph had even to
submit so far as to cause Ibn Tilin, whom he had just

- pulpit as a rebel against the ordinance of God; nay, his = F
- own son, designated to be his successor (though aﬂerwwﬁ A
- compelled to surrender his right), had to be the fd
g solemnly to —— this curse. We can mly m

mmmamhump fora.wh:llemﬂ bamka
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the seriousness of Mowaffak’s the

and politically, and he may well have cherished new hopes -
but in February 883 he was again sorely pressed : his E:
palace was plundered and burnt, and he himself exposed to
great danger. In March and April the illness of Mowaffak
rendered necessary another cessation of the attack, but from
| the end of April onwards the struggle was seld:::m inter- .
mitted for any time. The rebel chief transferred the centre

- B e

n position, both personally

s =g [ TR REse R

of his defence from the west to the east side of the main
canal, though without wholly abandoning the former.

The desertions of his officers went on increasing. It is
alleged that even his own son opened negotiations with
Mowaffak ; these, however, we may conjecture to have been R

quite hollow. But, among others, Shibl, a former slave, one

T AT e

R RN i

of his most prominent lieutenants, went over to Mowaffak, Yo
and allowed himself forthwith to be sent directly against his g
old comrades. To another of these people, Shardni, whose
wicked deeds had been many, there was at first an inclina- i
tion to refuse pardon; but, in order not to scare his accom- “

= ] I
o L

plices, he too was at last accepted, and received a rich reward
for his treachery. The official account gives us a touching
scene, in which Mowaffak, shortly before the last decisive
struggle, solemnly admonishes the deserters to make good

their evil deeds by bravery and fidelity; and this, deeply
In the actual encounters the Zenj still continued to show
~ great courage. The imperialists were not now, it is true,
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it advisable to withdraw them to his ships. He did not yet
feel hiMself strong enough to deliver the mortal blow. DBut
now new reinforcements were continually coming in, though
indeed. for the most part, these did nothing more than repair
the continual losses through battle and sickness. Among
the new-comers were numerous volunteers, who, from religious
motives, entered upon the holy war against the heretics.
An event of very special importance was the separation from
his master of Lild, the commander in Northern Syria of the
forces of Ibn Tdlin, the ruler of Egypt mentioned above;
he entered into negotiations with Mowaffak, of which the
result was that with a considerable army behind him he
joined the latter on Thursday, 11th July 883. The prepara-
tions for a decisive assault were now complete; transport
ships for large masses of troops were in immediate readiness,
and the great waterways of the hostile territory were by this
time so entirely free of all obstacles as to be passable at all

states of the tide. Mowaffak is said to have brought more
than 50,000 men into the great battle of Monday, 5th August,

while yet leaving a large number behind in Mowaffakiya.
After a severe struggle the whole city was taken. The negro
chief fled ; but as the imperialists, instead of pursuing him

keenly, occupied themselves with plunder, and, by hm
:MWM?mmthEdmgmdmﬂ
< 'm:nlm again in the end found necessary, and Ali
RRHASE n vl s ety The ssapits hmrmm
u‘ M m final mlt was w on Satu
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gence by bringing in his head.

his death. Perhaps we may ve
that he poisoned himself
perished in flight,
indicated by the

[t is not certain how he met
nture to believe a statement !
According to another story, he
That he did not fall in battle is further
circumstance that none of our authorities,

with all their fulness, speak of any combatant as having
sought to obtain the royal reward for slaying the arch-rebel

Death by his own hand seems the most appropriate to the
nature of the man; at the same time, I am free to confess
that we can form a tolerably vivid picture of him only if we
bring a good deal of fancy into play.

When Mowaffak saw the head of his enemy, he threw
himself upon the ground in an attitude of worship, full of
thankfulness to God. The example was followed by officers
and troops. It would almost seem as if without the energy
of Luli the mortal struggle of the Zenj might have been
still further protracted. This is not indeed exactly what is
said by the history, written as it is entirely in the govern-
ment sense, but there is evidence for it in a couplet which
the soldiers sang, to the effect that—

‘“ Beyond all doubt, say what you choose,
The victory was all Lali's.” *

11111

-

L

3 On this and the following days some thousands of H 2
surrendered themselves, and were pardoned; it would have

been a senseless thing to have driven the last remnants of
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west of Basra, whither they had a considerable time before
been sut by the negro chief, continued to carry on their
sobberies and murders. Mowaffak was on the point of
sending a division against them, when they, too, made their
cubmission.! When they showed themselves, their good con-
dition struck the beholders ; they had not gone through the
hardships of the long siege.

The son of the rebel chief and five of his high commanders
had fallen alive into the hands of the victors. They were
kept in prison in Wisit, until one day the negroes there
once more raised an insurrection, and by acclamation chose
the first - named as their chief. The prisoners were then
heheaded (885). The bowman who had hit Mowaffak was
recognised far away from the seat of war at Rimhormuz in
Susiana, and brought to Mowaffak, who handed him over to

his son Abul Abbds to be put to death.

Mowaffak remained for a considerable time in the city he i i =

had founded, to bring matters into order. A genmeral pro-
clamation was issued, that all who had fled through fear ;’:'-f':-""
of the Zenj should return to their homes. Many M
themselves to Mowaﬂ?aldya, but this city also had aaiy an

dhu.whwhmmmmtopmqmty,
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can hardly be doubted that the cities
lower Tigris never entirely recovered fro
they at that time suffered.

and regions of the
m the injuries which

Several contemporaries, among them former adherents of

Ali, wrote the story of this rebellion. Out of their writings,
along with official documents, Tabari, himself a contemporary,
mcorporated in his great Chronicle, a very comprehensive
narrative, especially of the events of the war. The well-
known book of Mas'idi supplies us with valuable additions
to our information; did we possess his greater works also,
we should doubtless know more as to the person of the
negro chief and the institutions of his State. Other writers
supply us only with incidental notices.
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VARUB THE COPPERSMITH, AND HIS DYNASTY.

IN eastern Irdn lies the marshy district of lake Hamun,
formed by waters draining from the east and north. The
area of water varies greatly according to the season, as the
streams rise and fall. These, and notably the Hélmend,
which in the lower part of its course is broken up into a
number of natural and artificial channels, render a great
part of the hot low-lying plain extremely fertile, but the
rest of the country is a dreary waste. The plain was
anciently called, from the lake, Zaranka (“lakeland ™), a
designation preserved down to the Middle Ages in the
name of the chief town Zereng. From the occupation of
the region in the second century B.C. by the »Sace,
barbarians from the north, it was called Sakastin (“land
of the Sacz”), more recent forms of the word being Segistan
(Arabic, Sejistin) or Sistdn. The low country, which 1s
notorious for its serpents, is almost surrounded by desert;
on the east it borders upon Zibulistén,' which geographi-
cally belongs to the Afghan highlands, and in whole or part
often fell under the same government with them, and was
neluded under their name. Sistdén was the home of the
most heroic parts of the Iranian legends, the stories of
Rostam the Strong and his race, of which no trace is to be
tound in the ancient sacred books. The legend may be
taken as reflecting the brave character of the inhabitants,

1 Apprm{imately corresponding to the upper basin of the Hélmend.
176
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who were plainly separated by strongly marked distinetions
from the other Tranians,

Sistan had been conquered at a, comparatively early
period by the Arabs, but the country was difficult of
access, and long remained an insecure possession. Islam
Soon made great progress in the plain, but among the
mountains to the east the new-comers only slowly estab-
lished a footing. And even in Sistdn proper the stubborn
spirit of the natives inclined them to adhere rather to the
Kharijites® than to the State Church. The governors of the
first Abbdsids had much difficulty with these Independents.
The family of Téhir also, which from the days of Caliph
Mémin had held the governorship of Khordsin, and of
Sistdn, which was regarded as an appendage, was unable
to put down the Kharijites here, who steadily became
more unruly as the power of the T4hirids waned. But
In Sfstdn, as in other desert lands, Kharijite was often
little more than a polite name for bandit. We thus
understand how it was that, in the midst of this vigorous
population, as the power of the State dwindled, volunteer
bands were formed for defence against the Kharijites. Iike
their adversaries they, of course, declared that they were
fighting solely for God; with what truth, we need not
pause to discuss. At the head of a band of such volunteers
one of the name of Dirhem succeeded in selzing Zereng,
the chief town, and driving out the T4hirid pretect. Among
his people was a certain Yakub, son of Laith, who had
formerly followed the trade of a coppersmith—a prosperous
industry in Sistdn2 whence the Surname of “coppersmith ”
(Saffir) borne by himself and his successors. He, and his
equally warlike brothers, belonged to the little town of

' See above, p. 80.

“ A contemporary incidentally mentions the great production of copper
and brass work in Sist4n.

12
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Karmin, & days journey to the east of 7{{(1:5 n l'jht
notable city of DBust, the ruing of which

digection of the g
v Near his birthplace was, and still 1s,

are still wvisible. |
shown the stable of Rostam’s gigantic war-horse! It 1s
possible that the heroic legend had its influence upon him.
Yakib had once before l:ﬁlid down the hammer for the
sword. He had fought under Sdlih of Bust (852), who had
made himself master of Sistdn, or at least of a part of
Qistdn, for a time, but afterwards had been overcome by
Tihir, a grandson of the founder of the Tdhirid dynasty.
Subsequently Yakib had passed through other adven.turea.
Under Dirhem, his boldness and ability brought him to

I | ! the front. Thus he killed in single combat a dreaded
; x captain of the Kharijites named Ammdn. In this way

"'* he rose to such repute among his fellows that Du'hm |
found it expedient to set out on pilgrimage to Mm |

AL and afterwards to settle in Bagdad, leaving the leadership o
"t Yakib? Yakib having thus risen to a position of

e command, doubtless assumed the title of Emir, whwh m o
vague enough to mean either a general or a local mm
but could also denote a powerful prince by whom even ﬁh i
Caliph was recognised as a merely nominal suzerain. ﬁ o
gradually became ruler of his native land, which alm
 continued to be the central State and the place of refuge

~ of himself and family. His energetic suppression "‘j?;,;

1 I

J‘ﬂr
{I I; - e A
e e

= :k:# ;i -

i s - =
b AT Y . e
T 4 —
- "..|1""|' o I".l_"_ L

T AL AT N

. '.'.-r’- _’ ..H [ _|i|.‘_ :}'l
-|I -!-.:I 3 i 'h-_‘
[

AY

i i
. b
hr:: g

:] !I‘h_r-
s
;ﬁ;?-';_‘-‘
'E' !

=
e r' ']
|

)
"":;.‘.
¥

i B ¥
1% el Y
N

A
5
.
[}
oW
e
'l".
oL
)
p :-'l.
e
-
-
- I L4
-

L O

i
g

i".‘?‘.‘,i'-".r-'.lnf‘ i P i
H"'I": MR e TS B R 5 g
Ll 4 . d

£l

"\.-

=
d
#

.
=

WTEF et

& -

-
_‘I_‘I
“'
E
L

- Rk ] i
¥4 .l"l-jl;i.h AL pg
§ - ke e i b ol
i 1"*-!'"- .g‘. II‘;

b
g I'I Irq' Iﬂ |-:.|l
o |

I -
e A
£ -.a'l
N L1
- e
BT L,



.....
L2

:
AND HIS DYNASTY. 179
nrt, every Friday service caused Prayer to be offered, in the
lirst instance, for the Caliph as the general commander of
all the taithful, need l'mrt_lly be said,. A theoretical depend-
®nce such as this, which in fact was rendered necessary by
his protest against the Kharijite independence, involyed 1o
I real restriction of his power, but at most made it necessary "
} to send money and presents more or less rPgula.rly to court. | n-
At the outset he seems to have recognised, also, the Tahirid " %35
Mohammed as overlord. In those times, indeed, it often s

happened that a lawful governor or vassal and a usurper ko
made appeal to the same lord, and that in that case the .
usurper, if victorious, was also recognised by the overlord
a8 his faithful subject.! The date of these occurrences was
about 860.

A8 early as 867 Yakib crossed the frontier of his
native land, and after hard fighting took from Mohammed's '-_;:_f:';;_f -
representative Herdt, which has often been an object of ff’;f:;i{:’ e
struggle at many different times, and also Pisheng, ten s

hours from Herit. For the time he contented himself e
with this portion of Khordsin: the house of Tihir was
still too powerful for him. He brought back with him R
prisoners to Sfstin some members of that family, restoring
to them their freedom, however, when that was M
by Caliph Motazz. With this Caliph he had already had
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Mohammed, who had control of the chief towns, Bagdad
ﬂnﬂ Simarra, sent a commission to both applicants, m
the hope that they would attack and destroy one another.
Ali’s general, Tauk, promptly seized the capital of Kerman
before Yakdb was able to cover the exceedingly arduous
desert journey from Sistin. The coppersmith lay encamped
for a month or two a day’s journey from the capital ; he
then retired a little, but kept himself accurately informed
as to his adversary. When Tauk was now off his guard,
Vakib made a forced march and fell upon him, taking him
prisoner (869). In the camp there were found, along with
s many other valuables, a chest full of necklaces and bracelets
intended as rewards of bravery, and another with chains
s and halters for prisoners. Yakub decorated his own braves
sy with the contents of the one, and appropriated those of the
h; = other to his captives, the heaviest chains being reserved for
' Tauk himself. When these were being placed upon Tauk,
it appeared that shortly before, “on account of the heat” =
he had bad a vein opened. The conqueror made this the |
occasion of a leeture to the effect that in his lu
he might have thought twice before venturing upon a
contest with one who for two months had lain on m L

bed, had mever put off his shoes, and had lived on the
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