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_ssary to introduce them by a preface; and Dryden,
}on such occasions was regularly summoned, prefixed a
2 ourse upon translation, which was then struggling for
_, liberty that it now enjoys. Why it should find any
culty' in breaking the shackles of verbal interpretation,

- must for ever debar it from elegance, it would be
ghicult to conjecture, were not the power of prejudice
v day observed. The authority of Jonson, Sandys,’

1 Holiday,” had fixed the judgement of the nation ; and
4 yas not easily believed that a better way could be found
n they had taken, though Fanshaw, Denham, Waller,

' g Cowley, had tried to give examples of a different

sactice.
In 1681, Dryden became yet more conspicuous by unit-

pohtlcks with poetry, in the memorable satire called
lom and Achitophel,” * written against the faction
by lord Shaftesbury’s incitement, set the duke of
mouth at its head.

thu poem, in which personal satire was applied to
t of publick principles, and in which therefore

mmd was interested, the reception was eager, and the

Mﬂtﬂmge), seventh and youngest son of the Archbishop of
ﬂiﬂ-l“&) His works comprise Sandys Travels, published

85, fol. ; of which there have been eight or ten editions; Trans,
' 'I'Momlmm, 1632 3 Paraphrase of the Psalms of David,
ﬁ. &e. Warton shinks Sandys did more to polish and tune
| sh language than Denham and Waller, and his prose is
| " 5 ner than his verse.
‘: rday, D.D. (1593-1661), translator of Juvenal and Per-
w of the World, 1661, &c., &e.
p.lﬂﬁ. ’I‘hmymm(&ld D. vol. i. p. 124) was read
y hmmm ﬂmﬁbont a menth

d before
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sale so large, that my father,” an old bookseller
me, he had not known it equalled but by Sadmj

trial.”
The reason of this general perusal Addison has attempteg ]
to derive from the delight which the mind feels iy ¢, - v
vestigation of secrets; and thinks that curiosity to dec ‘Yphep 1
the names procured readers to the poem. There is need |
to enquire why those verses were read, which, to 4 the I
attractions of wit, elegance, and harmony, added the o,
operation of all the factious passions, and filled every mmd
with triumph or resentment.’ 3
It could not be supposed that all the provocation g"n
by Dryden would be endured without resistance or repiy
Both his person and his party were exposed in their t
to the shafts of satire, which, though neither so

' Michael Johnson, bookseller, of Lichfield, who according to &t
tion of the town, carried his boy Samuel on his shoulder to hm
renowned Sacheverell preach. See Boswell’s Joknson, vol. i. p. 14,

* Sacheverell’s trial. In the year 1709 the struggle was at its |
between Harley and the adherents of Marlborough. The ¢
favouring Harley, had been obliged to give way, and Harley H
dismissed from his office of Secretary of State. But he M
chance to return, having with him both the royal ﬁm
popular feeling. Just at this juncture Dr. Sacheverell presched,
Nov. 5, before the Lord Mayor and aldermen, a sermon, at 5&»
which he attacked the ministry in the most violent terms. The ser
was printed and 40,000 copies sold in a few weeks. The ministry
peached him and he was tried in Westminster Hall. But lm . c
such a great popular manifestation in his favour ﬂﬂl‘- ﬁ'
strong enough gradually to effect the clmm h m InietE
long desired. Johnson must intend to all __j o the sal e of b
| when he npealm of' the mla of the tﬂl], for though the tria %i_é-_z;..:.:_____' P

told |
erelly
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_ated DO perhaps so well aimed, undoubtedly drew
W(‘}fe of these poems 1s called “ Dryden’s Satire on his
Yuse; ascribed, though, as Pope says, falsely, to Somers,’
gho Was afterwards Chancellor. The poem, whose soever
4 was, has much virulence, and some spriteliness. The
qriter tells all the 1ll that he can collect both of Dryden
wd his friends. ”

The poem of *“ Absalom and Achitophel” had two an-
wers, now both forgotten; one called “ Azaria and
Hushai;”’ the other “ Absalom senior.” Of these hostile
gmpositions, Dryden apparently imputes * Absalom
gior”’ to Settle, by quoting in his verses against him the
peond l1ne. ““ Azaria~ and Hushai” was, as Wood says,
uted to him, though 1t i1s somewhat unlikely that he
ould write twice on the same occasion. This is a diffi-
whlch I cannot remove, for want of a minuter know-
ﬁf poetical transactions.

: same year he published the “ Medal,” * of whmh the
18 a medal struck on lord Shaftesbury’s® escape

pomutmn, by the ignoramus of a grand jury of
M poems he maintains the same principles, and saw
both attacked by the same antagonist. Elkanah
who had answered * Absalom,” appeared with equal
: in opposition to the “ Medal,” and published an

me, however, inclines to the belief that it was written by
thun;nat making his appearance as a poet.
states that Azaria was by Samuel Pordage, a dramatic
ihttm
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answer called *“ The Medal reversed,”’ ' with so muek SUge - .
cess in both encounters, that he left the palm d"llhrfu],
and divided the suffrages of the nation. Such aye the |

revolutions of fame, or such is the prevalence of faqhmn’
that the man whose works have not yet been thoughs gy

deserve the care of collecting them ; who died forgottey ; al f
an hospital ; and whose latter years were spent in '“Ilmm
ing shows for fairs, and carrying an elegy or eplthdldnum‘r
of which the beginning and end were occasionally mm‘dt
but the intermediate parts were always the same, to ey
house where there was a funeral or a wedding; m:g
with truth, have had inscribed upon his stone,

A8
ZL

« Here lies the Rival and Antagonist of Dryden.”

Settle was, for this rebellion, severely chastised by Dnr
under the name of Doeg, in the second part of “ Absa
and Achitophel,” * and was perhaps for his factious
city made the city poet, whose annual office was ta
seribe the glories of the Mayor’s day. Of these bard '_
was the last, and seems not much to have deserved
this degree of regard, if it was paid to his political opinia
for he afterwards wrote a panegyrick on the virtue
judge Jefferies,” and what more could have been dﬂm
meanest zealot for prerogative ? £

Of translated fragments, or occasional poemﬂ, W
rate the titles, or settle the dates would be t

.....

' The Medal Reversed, a Satyre against Persecution, b@'
Azaria and Hushai, Samuel Pordage (not Settle).
mmmatmkml)rydan hthndwollm m
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Dl

ule USE: It may be observed, that as Dryden's genius
;5 .ommonly excited b}f‘ some personal regard, he rarely
| ites upon @ general topick. '
son after the accession of king James, when the design
’ wpeonciling the 1'111t'i0}1 to the church of Rome became
i.mrt‘lltv and the religion of the court gave the ouly
L acious title to its favours, Dryden declared himself a
_cert to popery. This at any other time might have
__..d with little censure. Sir Kenelm Digby' embraced
wry; the two Rainolds * reciprocally converted ome
th:t‘f; and Chillingworth * himself was a while so en-
wled in the wilds of controversy, as to retire for quiet to
& infallible church. If men of argument and study can
&4 such difficulties, or such motives, as may either unite
gem to the church of Rome, or detain them in uncer-
wnty, there can be no wonder that a man, who perhaps
wer enquired why he was a protestant, should by an
dful and experienced disputant be made a papist, over-

um by the sudden violence of new and unexpected argu-

...

*Dr. John Rainolds (1549-1607), was one of the most learned and
ment divines of the sixteenth century. He was a scholar of Corpus
i, Oxford, and afterwards Lecturer on Aristotle. Scaliger regrets
¢ death as a loss to all Protestaut Churches. Wood calls him ™ a
@ of infinite reading, and of a vast memory.” William Rainolds, bis
Wher, died in 1599. They were educated, one in the Church of
“é, the other in the Protestant communion, and were said to have
Werted each other in the course of disputation. See Hallam, Lit
_-'.*'-e. i. p. 554.
Uhillingworth (1602-1644). Falling into the hands of the Jesuits
‘eame & Papist, but after a few years returned to the Church of
h , ol w divine,
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¥ N

ments. or deceived by a representation which shews
the doubts on one part, and only the evidence gy
other. 8
That conversion will always be suspected that apparent
concurs with interest.'! He that never finds his error ﬁﬂ
hinders his progress towards wealth or honour, will ne
thought to love Truth only for herself. Yet it may sagile
happen that information may come at a commodmus .,~
and as truth and interest are not by any fatal Il&ﬁ&ﬂmty
variance, that one may by accident introduce the ot
When opinions are struggling into popularity, the arg _.‘;3
ments by which they are opposed or defended become mops
known ; and he that changes his profession would pe :
have changed it before, with the like opportunities of i
struction. This was then the state of popery ; every a
fice was used to shew it in its fairest form ; and it must’
owned to be a religion of external appearance sufficie
attractive. g
It is natural to hope that a comprehensive is likewise
elevated soul, and that whoever is wise is also hones &
am willing to believe that Dryden, having employed
mind, active as it was, upon different studies, and fi
capacious as it was, with other materials, came unp: "
to the controversy, and wanted rather skill to d liscove
right than virtue to maintain it. But enquiries
heart are not for man; we must now lmw
Judge. |
The priests, having strengthened tlwxr
ful an adherent, were not long hemm
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DRYDEN. 397

.4 and, what yet was harder, to defend them against

lingfleet.” :

with hopes of promoting popery, he was employed to
_Jate Maimbourg’s * History of the League ;”* which
i_. Puhlished with a large.intmduc't-ion. His name is like-
e prefixed to the English * “ Life of Francis Xavier:”
. ] know not that he ever owned himself the translator.
whaps the use of his name was a pious fraud, which how-
. scems not to have had much effect ; for neither of the
Jks. I believe, was ever popular.

The version of Xavier's Life 1s commended by Brown,’
1 pamphlet not written to flatter; and the occasion of

s said to have been, that the Queen, when she solicited
. wn, made vows to him as her tutelary saint.

~ He was supposed to have undertaken to translate Va-
dlas’s “ History of Heresies ;”’ and when Burnet published

' Dryden’s share in the defence seems to have been one-third, namely,
defence of the paper by Anne Hyde, Duchess of York. See Preface
e Hind and Panther, S. S. D. vol. x. p. 114,
*Bdward Stillingfleet, Bishop of Worcester (1635-1699), a famous
nine, a4 colleague of Tillotson, and an opponent of Locke.
" Histoire de la ligue, by Louis Maimbourg, a celebrated Jesuit
#i-1686), the author of several religious histories. This one, trans-
%1 by Dryden in 1684, during the lifetime, therefore, of Charles I1,
“ins some original and curious pieces, amongst others the act of
Weiation of the Great Powers against the house of Bourbon. A speci-
" of this work is given (an account of the barricades of Paris).
D.vol. xvii, This translation was dedicated to Charles IL., snd is
%1 have been undertaken at his express desire. See Malone, p. 155.
‘Translated from the French of Dominique Bouhours (1628-1702),
*known as the author of Maniére de bien penser dans les owvrages
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Remarks upon it, to have written an Answer ; | upon Wlm‘
Burnet makes the following observation :
« T have been informed from England, that g ge“ﬂ?mu' _.._-'
who is famous both for poetry and several other things, had
spent three months in translating M. Varillas’s H‘*tory‘;
but that, as soon as my Reflections appeared, he disean
tinued his labour, finding the credit of his author wagm
Now, if he thinks it is recovered by his Answer, he g’
perhaps go on with his translation ; and this may be, ¢ .{
aught I know, as cood an entertainment for th ag 4 ',?'
conversation that he had set on between the Hlnds ;
Panthers, and all the rest of animals, for whom M. V; 3
may serve well enough as an author: and this ]:uatory
that poem are such extraordinary things of their kind, th
it will be but suitable to see the author of the worst u
become likewise the translator of the worst hmtory th“
age has produced. If his grace and his wit improve he
proportionably, he will hardly find that he has ga.med
by the change he has made, from having no religion f
chuse one of the worst. It 18 true, he ha,d gome'.- -f

ll'
L
="

-*

hhhhh
___

scarce possible for him to grow a worse man than h

He has lately wreaked his malice on me for sp ﬂ*
three months labour; but in it he has done m all
honour that any man can receive from him, w%' 3
ralled at by him. If I had ill-nature enauﬁ
me to wish a very bad wish for him, it s
would go on and finish his translation.

appear, whether the English natl, w ric)

111111




DRYDEN. 2G4

s 10 keep him in from other thI‘dV:L;-.{'&IHIHH and if he
. little honour by this work, yet he cannot lose
' b + a8 he has done by his last employment.”
faving probably felt his own inferiority in theological
StrOveTsy, he was desirous of trying wluth*r by bring-
B irmfﬂ to aid his arguments, he might become a more
Feacious defender of his new profession. To reason in
e Was, indeed, one of his powers; but subtilty and
frmony united are still feeble, when opposed to truth.

\ctnated therefore by zeal for Rome, or hope of fame,

ke .Jl)ll&hed the “ Hind and Panther,”? a poem in which
ml Lhuruh of Rome, figured by the milk-white Hind. de-
fads her tenets against the church of England, represented
iy the Panther, a beast beautiful, but spotted.

A fable which exhibits two beasts talking Theology,
gpears at once full of absurdity; and it was accordingly
sliculed in the * City Mouse and Country Mouse,” a
prody, written by Montague, afterwards earl of Halifax,
f_ | Prior,” who then gave the first specimen of his abilities.
'l‘ha conversion of such a man, at such a time, was not
4ely to pass uncensured. Three dialogues were published
| &a facetious Thomas Brown, of which the two first were
wied “ Reasons of Mr. Bayes’s changing his religion:”

ﬂm'ﬂuni ‘The Reasons of Mr. Hains the player's

80 much

lnmat s Reply to Varillas's Answer, pp. 138-240.
T Hind and the Panther,a Poem,In Three Parts. Tonson, 1687,
lD vol. x, 33 Ald. D. vol. ii. p- 113. “Ymhnlmll
1d between t&e Hind and the Panther. General Dryde

m ?ﬂ_tfﬂﬂyithought him ﬁtm-rm-
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400 LIVES OF THE POETS.

conversion and re-conversion.” The first was Printed jy
1688, the second not till 1690, the third in 169], Ths
clamour seems to have been long continued, and the subs |
ject to have strongly fixed the publick attention.

In the two first dialogues Bayes 18 brought intq ¢ 'f‘—i_'-
company of Crites and Eugenius, with whom he had fue.
merly debated on dramatick poetry. The two ta.lLera
the third are Mr. Bayes ' and Mr. Hawns. 2

Brown was a man not deficient in hiterature, nor desti
tute of fancy ; but he seems to have thought it the pinnae -:
of excellence to be a merry fellow; and therefore
out his powers upon small jests or gross buﬁoonery ",
that his performances have little intrinsick value, s
were read only while they were recommended by
novelty of the event that occasioned them.

These dialogues are like his other works: what s
or knowledge they contain, is disgraced by the garb i
which it is exhibited. Ome great source of pleasm
call Dryden little Bayes. Ajax, who happens to bo
tioned, 18 he that wore as many cowhvdes upon lm '
would have furnished half the king’s army with s

Being asked whether he has seen the “Hind nnd
Crites answers: Seen it ! Mr. Bayes, why I m
where but it pursues me ; it haunts me worse than a
buttoned serjeant does a decayed cit. Sonwtm f
@ band-box, when my laundress brings home mg
times, whether I will or mo, it hghts my p
house ; sometimes it surprises me in a trur
and sometimes it refreshes my memory fal' |
of a Chancery-lane parcel. For yom' rt too,
| {Am "ot ““9' seen 3‘ as yes« my
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DRYDEN, 401

yany " 10 his extravagant 'prentice, that revels in stewed
ﬂ,}es and penny custards,
‘the whole animation of these compositions arises from
qofusion of ludicrous and affected comparisons. 7%
,,:ure one's chastity, says Bayes, little more is necessary than
Jave off @ correspondence with the other sex, which, to a
e man, 18 no greater a punmshment than it would be to a
watic parson to be forbid seeing the Cheats and the Com-
see: or for my Lord Mayor and Aldermen to be inter-
yted the sight of the London Cuckold.—This is the general
nin, and therefore 1 shall be easily excused the labour of
e transcription.
Brown does not wholly forget past transactions: You
wan, says Crites to Bayes, with a very indifferent religion,
wd have not mended the matter in your last choice. It was
w renson that your Muse, which appeared first in a Tyrant's
wrrel, should employ her last efforts to justify the usurpa-
wis of the Hind.
Next year the nation was summoned to celebrate the
s of the Prince. Now was the time for Dryden to
use his imagination, and strain his voice. Happy days
" at hand, and he was willing to enjoy and diffuse the
Miapated blessings. He published a poem, filled with
M ictions of greatness and prosperity ; predictions of
“eh it is not necessary to tell how they have been

fw months passed after these joyful notes, and every
_*m of popish hope was blasted for ever by the Revo-
“I. A papist now could be no longer Inm The

]
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402 LIVES OF THE POETS.

exquisitely satirical, called ** Mac Flecknoe ;' of whigh ¢4 3
« Dunciad,” as Pope himself declares, is an imitas;,
though more extended in its plan, and more dwpral

in its incidents.
It is related by Prior,” that Lord Dorset, when, as chy
berlain, he was constrained to eject Dryden from his offi
gave him from his own purse an allowance equal tn 3
salary. This is no romantick or incredible act of generosites
an hundred a year is often enough given to claims le
cogent, by men less famed for liberality. Yet Dryds
always represented himself as suffering under a puhlm
fliction ; and once particularly demands respect for
patience with which he endured the loss of his little fy
tune. His patron might, indeed, enjoin him to aup
his bounty ; but if he suffered nothing, he should not k

complained.

During the short reign of king James he had writh
nothing for the stage,’ being, in his opinion, more profital
employed in controversy and flattery. Of praise he mig
perhaps have been less lavish without inconvenient

' Mac Flecknoe, or a Satire upon the True Blue Protestant F
the Author of dbsalom and Achitophel. This consisted of one &
sheet, 4to, 1682, and was sold for twopence. See S. S. D. vd.l,,
Ald. D. vol. ii. p. 224.

¢ Mac Flecknoe’ was published 4to, in 1682, and agﬁ
Jonson’s first Miscellany, and on both occasions while Dr
self Laureate, ‘Mac Flecknoe’ originated in Shadwell’s tv
attacks on Dryden, ¢ The Medal of John Bayes,’ Im 13&,
_ _'Tho Tory Poets,’ 1682, 4to. Dryden’s dislike w
i Migm,lmmmapﬂnphtet mgmdB F ( ent
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o5 was never said to have much regard for poetry : he
: | b flattered only by adopting his religion.

meg were now changed: Dryden was no longer the
_art-poets and was to look back for support to his former
p; and having waited about two years, either consider-
e himself as discountenanced by the publick, or perhaps
: ctmg a second revolution, he produced “ Don Sebas-
'in 1690 ; " and in the next four years four dramas

more.
' Iy 1693 appeared a new version of Juvenal and Persius.?

% Juvenal he translated the first, third, sixth, tenth, and
ueenth satires;® and of Persius the whole work.* On this
wasion he introduced his two sons to the publick, as
urselings of the Muses. The fourteenth of Juvenal was

-work of John, and the seventh of Charles Dryden. He
whxed a very ample preface in the form of a dedication to
'" Baﬂet and there gives an account of the design
| he had once formed to write an epic poem on the
mther of Arthur or the Black Prince. He con-
tha epmk as necessarily including some kind of
1 agency, and had imagined a new kind of con-

the guardian angels of kingdoms, of whom he
&a‘t each might be represented zealous for his

g ﬂﬁhﬂut any intended opposition to the purposes of
Sipreme Being, of which all created minds must in part

ll the most reasonable scheme of celestial inter-

'. ' was formed. The surprizes and terrors
mhmh have succeeded to the :mtngm and
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oppositions of pagan deities, afford very striking :
and open o vast extent to the imagination ; but, ag BO“M 1
observes,' and Boileau will be seldom found mistakey 'ltl
this incurable defect, that in a contest between hegven
hell we know at the begmnmg which 1s to prevail ; for th
reason we follow Rinaldo® to the enchanted wood wish
more curiosity than terror.

In the scheme of Dryden there 1s one great difficuls
which yet he would perhaps have had address enough :
surmount. In a war justice can be but on one side; gud
to entitle the hero to the protection of angels, he mu-gt izht
in the defence of indubitable right. Yet some of the celes
tial beings, thus opposed to each other, must have
represented as defending guilt.

That this poem was never written, is reasona.bly
lamented. It would doubtless have improved ou
bers, and enlarged our language, and might perhs
contributed by pleasing instruction to rectify our
and purify our manners,

What he required as the indispensable conditi
an undertaking, a publick stipend, was not like ; |
times to be obtained. Riches were not bewmﬁ fam
us, nor had the nation yet learned to be hbm'd.e

This plan he charged Blackmore ® with stea
says he,’ the guardion angels of kingdoms m
ponderous for him to manage. e

In 1694, he began the most labonous m&
his works, the translation of Virgil; from
mwed two months, tha.t he might tm reuney
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DRYDEN., 405

s to have written in twelve mornings, exhibits a
ir;llel of poetry and painting, with a miscellaneous col-
Luon of critical remarks, such as cost a mind stored like
ks no labour to produce them.

' 1p 1697, he published! his version of the works of
il ;* and that no opportunity of profit might be lost,
Ljiated the Pastorals to the lord Clifford, the Georgics to
. carl of Chesterfield, and the Eneid to the earl of Mul-
mve. This ceconomy of flattery, at once lavish and
Loreet, did not pass without observation.
This translation was censured by Milbourne, a clergy-
wn, styled by Pope the fairest of eriticks, because he ex-
whited his own version to be compared with that which he
ademned.
His last work was his “ Fables,” published in 1699,*in con-
muence, as 18 supposed, of a contract now in the hands of
.Tonson ; by which he obliged himself, in consideration
{three hundred pounds, to finish for the press ten thousand
ae B

., this volume is comprised the well-known ode on St.
wilia’s day,” which, as appeared by a letter communicated
Dr. Birch, he spent a fortnight in composing and cor-

By subscription.
5.5, D, vol. xiii. p. 274. Malone (p. 254) states that all the copies
* dispersed in a very few months, and a second edition was issued
'+ bllowing year.

“Luke Milbourne (1667-1720), Rector of Yarmouth, from which
hm.uid to have been turned out for writing libels on his

™
e He was also Lecturer at Shoreditch ks, T
-.hl r . o rgs W r & i == 1 - el i & ) i
b LWL - : W1 FEaT, ’ . - 3 :;\En. s #{ = : i - _._‘._r._:.i._tt-“':".".‘ ‘_:_:._r % . :
o, ' | | S P ’ m <Ly AlGalACUBRSy, 44— 0000000
h [ - : .. . -. s o :rl_rl:l.;‘__ E - = . et - - ol - I.i‘ .._'? “.-.l:'t'::; _f:'.' 4 Al ""
i -'.I..M i :1 ) i N i -. "1I 1 H '::F -'.1.,_" .
TR i - - i

¥ . * ; T
: ’ : - : i 15 - 7] r g
) - d - ' ’ - ¥ : ; . X AT . s R . il P e e ¥ AR = 3
4 ] o 4 ‘ . e = : . s e L T ﬁ."ﬂ oy L » AT e ) o W " f=~ L s
J J . ] o -. - - { . . - . "jr_- .._‘ b -._:': L - ¥ J .*' - -_-. . - L 1, i 1‘.1_ .: N : -.l-‘ o
. Ls L ‘.'h- M Tl TN — E ',..F e =y e ) L.ul'.l"}__'i '_'_ » - i .-If_ = "I Poeew & E . —_ -
: I ; .| = et . ] 1F .'. = J L IJ b s 1 L P &
- - ; e . Rl e . 3 e i o I r g S I el L AL il
= 4 i ; A A s =, i"l I s i K Sl S ey
= ] = i . R 'I.'.. - L5 b o i e ot o Y .,'-r"- ¥ L) e o oy ﬁ N I | #
1 -y - - . m - u - L B [ - § h e = L
2 S i i T ) ¥ =N ¥ 4 - iy ; - g 'F‘ ‘? g :
-
E o
B



406 LIVES OF THE POETS.

recting. But what is this to the patience and diligey,.,

Boileau, whose ““ Equivoque,” a poem of only three hundmi
forty-six lines, took from his life eleven months to Write it
and three years to revise 1t ! {__

Part of this book of Fables 1s the first Iliad in Englmh'
intended as a specimen of a version of the whole Cone
sidering into what hands Homer was to fall,' the regg f
cannot but rejoice that this project went no further,

The time was now at hand which was to put an end ¢
all his schemes and labours. On the first of May l;O
having been some time, as he tells us, a cripple ,--‘.'
limbs, he died in Gerard-street of a mortification in hie
leg.’

There is extant a wild story relating to some vexationg
events that happened at his funeral, which, at the end o
Congreve’s Life, by a writer of I know not what credit,” an
thus related, as I find the account transferred to a

graphical dictionary :

“Mr. Dryden dying on the Wednesday mommg,
Thomas Sprat, then bishop of Rochester and dean of
minster, sent the next day to the lady Elizabeth Ho ;'
Mr. Dryden’s widow, that he would make a present of
ground, which was forty pounds, with all the other A ', »
fees. The lord Halifax likewise sent to the lady EII
and Mr. Charles Dryden her son, that, if they wot
him leave to bury Mr. Dryden, he would inter hm
gentleman’s private funeral, and afterwards bes " --i-?ff
hundred pounds on a monument in the Abbey P
~ they lmd no reason to reiuae, they cepted. |
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DRYDEN., 407

rday following the company came : the corpse was put
g velvet hearse, and eighteen mourning coaches, filled
', company, attended. When they were just ready to
e, the lord Jefferies, son of the lord chancellor Jefferies,
. gome of his rakish companions coming by, asked
e funeral it was : and being told Mr. Dryden’s, he said,
‘what. shall Dryden, the greatest honour and ornament of
. pation, be buried after this private manner! No,
dlemen, let all that loved Mr. Dryden, and honour his
MOTY, alight and jomn with me in gaining my lady’s con-
wt to let me have the honour of his interment, which
ol be after another manner than this; and I will bestow
housand pounds on a monument in the Abbey for him.’
e gentlemen 1n the coaches, not knowing of the bishop
{ Rochester’s favour, nor of the lord Halifax’s generous
mign (they both having, out of respect to the family, en-
tba lady Elizabeth and her son to keep their favour
 to the world, and let it pass for their own
mdtl}' came out of the coaches, and attended lord
w to the lady’s bedside, who was then sick ; he
e purport of what he had before said ; but she
ly refusing, he fell on his knees, vowing never to
u r_rﬁneﬂ was granted. The rest of the company

";L'“' kneeled also; and the lady, being under a
“len surprise, fainted away. As soon as she recovered
, ﬂe cned No, no. Enough, gentlemen, replied
umery good, she says, Go, go. She repeated
ds with all her strength, but in vain; for
et was lost in their acclamations of joy ; and
m-dared t.he hmemento mryt.he eorpn

##Hﬁ‘gﬁm ":;L,
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Mr. Charles Dryden waited on the lord Halifax guq tb
bishop, to excuse his mother and himself, by relating the 3
real truth. But neither his lordship nor the bishop w{,m :
admit of any plea; especially the latter, who had the A ,
lighted, the ground opened, the choir attending, an &nth _'_
ready set, and himself waiting for some time without , ;
corpse to bury. The undertaker, after three days e%
tance of orders for embalment without recewmg any, y
on the lord Jefferies; who pretending ignorance of the
matter, turned it off with an ill-natured jest, saying,
those who observed the orders of a drunken frolick des
no better; that he remembered nothing at all of it.;
that he might do what he pleased with the corpse. U
this, the undertaker waited upon the lady Elizabeth a
her son, and threatened to bring the corpse home, and
it before the door. They desired a day’s respite, wlnch
granted. Mr. Charles Dryden wrote a handsome lett
the lord Jefferies, who returned it with this cool ¢
‘That he knew nothing of the matter, and wonldl
troubled no more about it.” He then addressed ﬁn
Halifax and the bishop of Rochester, who a.bsolutely
to do any thing in it. In this distress Dr. Garth s
the corpse to the College of Physicians, and prop sed
funeral by subscription, to which himself set a mm
example. At last a day, about three weeks i
Dryden’s decease, was appointed for the interme f
Garth pronounced a fine Latin oration, at the Collegs u '

the corpse; which was attended to the Abbey b
ronatmnofcoachea Wh&nthafnmnlm
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DRYDEN, 409

fht off-hand, though with all the rules of honour
" i his lordship hearing, left the town : and Mr. Charles
;len could never have the satisfaction of meeting him,
E sh he sought it till his death with the utmost applica-

Thjs story I once intended to omit, as it appears with
, great evidence ; nor have I met with any confirmation,
s in a letter of Farquhar,' and he only relates that the
weral of Drvden was tumultuary and confused.

jupposing the story true, we may remark that the gra-
jul change of manners, though imperceptible in the pro-
s, appears great when different times, and those not
wy distant, are compared. If at this time a young
suken Lord should mterrupt the pompous regularity of
yuagnificent funeral, what would be the event, but that
vwould be justled out of the way, and compelled to be
wi? If he should thrust himself into a house, he would
rwut roughly away ; and what is yet more to the honour
‘the present time, I believe, that those who had sub-
nbed to the funeral of a man like Dryden, would not,
_ such an accident, have withdrawn their contributions.
e was buried among the poets in Westminster Abbey,
Rere ‘though the duke of Newcastle had, in a general
“ation prefixed by Congreve* to his dramatick works,
“Pled thanks for his intention of erecting him a monu-
* be lay long without distinction, till the duke of
“Ainghamshire gave him a tablet, inscribed only with
~4me of DRYDEN.®
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410 LIVES OF THE POETS.

Ht‘ nmrrled tht‘ lﬂ,dv EllZ;lhE‘th HO'W&I‘d d&ught,er of ﬂ.
earl of Berkshire,’ with circumstances, according tg ﬂh
satire imputed to lord Somers, not very honourahle W
either party: by her he had three sons, Charles, John. m
Henry. Charles was usher of the palace to pope Cl‘*mMJ
the XIth.* and visiting England m 1704, was leWnedm
an attempt to swim across the Thames at Windsor.

John was author of a comedy called “ The Husband kj ‘*r
own Cuckold.” He is said to have died at Rome. Hem-y‘
entered into some religious order. It 18 some proof g
Dryden’s sincerity m his second religion, that he mught
to his sons. A man conscious of hypoeritical profession
himself, i not hikely to convert others: and as his so
were qualified in 1693 to appear among the trauslators of
Juvenal, they must have been taught some religion before
their father’s change. o

Of the person of Dryden’ I know not any a.ceaunt;a:'

I Mr. Cunningham notes, * He was married (by licence) in the chus
of St. Swithin, by London Stone (as appears by the register d" s
church) on the 1st December, 1663. He is described as a parishios
of St. Clement Danes, about the age of thirty, and Lady Elizat _
twenty-five. The poet’s signature is written *“ Driden,” 8

* Sister of Sir Robert Howard. £

 He was Chamberlain of the Household to Pope Innocent m
Malone, p. 400. | &

* Erasmus Henry, born 1669. He studied at Douay, was ¢
priest, 1694, joined the Dominicans, and became snlwrm af th
of Holy Cross, Bornheim. In 1710 he succeeded to the b
death of his cousin, Sir John Dryden, and died the same ?m' ?

* The earliest portrait of Dryden is the one now in the ¥
Gtﬂnystﬂxfmd. Thebesthkanmmmdwh&ﬁ
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v qind, the portrait which has been left by Congreve,
o knew w him with great famiharity, is such as adds our
e of his manners to our admiration of his genius. *“ He
o3 We are told, “of a nature e\ceedmgly humane and
,mpassionate, ready to forgive injuries, and capable of a
eere reconciliation with those that had offended him.
s triendship, where he professed it, went beyond his pro-
wsions. He was of a very easy, of very pleasing ac-
;«.5; hut somewhat slow, and, as it were, diffident in his
Juances to others: he had that in his nature which ab-
\red intrusion into any society whatever. He was there-
e less known, and consequently his character became
sore liable to misapprehensions and misrepresentations :
i was very modest, and very easily to be discountenanced
| hia approaches to his equals or superiors. As his read-
¢ had been very extensive, so was he very happy in a
wmory tenacious of every thing that he had read. He
: nat more possessed of knowledge than he was commu-
gative of it; but then his communication was by no
pmuck or imposed upon the conversation, but
md went so far as, by the natural turn of the
rsation in which he was engaged, it was necessarily
oted or mqmd He was extreme ready, and gentle
h correction of the errors of any writer who thought
B0 eﬂnﬂult l:um and full as ready and patient to admit
. shensions of others, in respect of his own over-
‘}GrEENMth"
) this account of Congreve! nothing can be objected
h fﬂm of friendship; and to have excited that
Mﬂlmmdmnosmalldegreeofpnm The
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cability and his friendship indeed were solid virtues , but
uourtesv and good-humour are often found with htﬂa M
worth. Since Congreve, who knew him well, has told -l
no more, the rest must be collected as 1t can from oth
testimonies, and partlcularlv from those notices 'M
Dryden has very liberally given us of himself. -
The modesty which made him so slow to advance, ﬂ
so easy to be repulsed, was certainly no suspicion of M
cient merit, Or UNCONSCIOUSNESS of his own value: he*
pear§ to have known, in 1ts whole extent, the dignity of &‘
character, and to have set a very high value ou his own
powers and performances. He probably did not offer a
conversation, because he expected it to be solicited ; M f;f-
retired from a cold reception, not submissive but indig
with such reverence of his own greatness as made hln ,j
willing to expose it to neglect or violation.
His modeaty was by no means inconsistent with ostents.
tiousness : he is diligent enough to remind the worlll _
merit, and expresses with very little scruple his I
nion of his own powers; but his self-commend " . "'L.
read without scorn or indignation; we allow m
and love his frankness. o '
Tradition, however, has not allowed that hll
in himself exempted him from jealousy of M’hﬂl-
accused of envy and insidiousness; and is partic
charged with inciting Creech! to transhm
he might lose the reputation which Lucreti
him.

Of this charge we 1mmedm.tely d_mmm

.......
-------



DRYDEN., 413

nger writers, and assuming the distribution of

sical fame ; but he who excels has a right to teach, and
- «vhose ]udgement is incontestable may, without usurpa-
e

o, sxamine and decide.

f Congreve represents him as ready to advise and instruct ;

it there '« reason to believe that his communication was
_iher useful than entertmmng He declares of himself

4t he was saturnine, ! and not one of those whose spritely

_ings diverted company ; and one of his censurers makes

S H ﬂﬂy:

“ Nor wine nor love could ever see me gay ;
To writing bred, I knew not what to say.

There are men whose powers operate only at leisure and
. tirement, and whose intellectual vigour deserts them
. wnversation ; whom merriment confuses, and objection
lsoncerts ; whose bashfulness restrains their exertion,
L suffers them not to speak till the time of speaking is
wst: or whose attention to their own character makes
h unmllmg to utter at hazard what has not been con-
udered, and cannot be recalled.
| Of Dryden’s sluggishness in conversation it is vain to
warch or to guess the cause. He certainly wanted neither
otiments nor language; his intellectual treasures were
#eat, though they were locked up from his own use. H1s
Soughts when he wrote, flowed in wpon him so fast, that his

/ care was which to chuse, and which to reject. Such

idity of composition naturally promises a ﬂow ﬁ talk, |
we must be content to believe what an ays of

e
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414 .IVES OF THE POETS.

was his character as a companion, it appears that he lim
in familiarity with the highest persons of his time, hi :
related by Carte of the duke of Ormond," that he
often to pass a mghl with DlVdBIl and those with 'h
Dryden consorted : who they were, (Carte has not mi;
but certainly the convivial table at which Ormond sat wee
not surrounded with a plebeian society. He was ;;-,, '
reproached with boasting of his famlharlty with the g
and Horace will support him in the opinion, that to j
superiours is not the lowest kind of merit.

The merit of l)lea,smg must, however, be eﬂtum.td
the means. Favour is not always gained by good ae
or laudable qualities. Caresses and preferments are o
bestowed on the auxiliaries of vice, the procurers of plea.
sure, or the flatterers of vanity. Dryden has nam :
charged with any persona,l agency unworthy of a ¢
character : he abetted vice and vanity only with Hl
One of his enemies has accused him of lewdness in M
conversation ; but if accusation without proof be crec
who shall be innocent * o

His works afford too many examples of dmsohﬂ
tiousness, and abject adulation; but they were pre b .
like his merriment, artificial a.nd constrained ; tﬁi
of study and meditation, and his trade ra.ther ;
pleasure. }

Of the mind that can trade in corruption, ﬁﬂ
liberately pollute itself with ideal wickedness f
of spreading the contagion in society, I wuh mﬁ‘
m'ammthe depraﬂtjr-—ﬂmh de adation of the

r-f
s .' 1,IL.
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DRYDEN, 415

jramatick immorality he did not want examples

Of

ong his PT -edecessors, or companions among his contem-
gnolis

Lries; but in the meanness and servility of therbohcal
UL

ation, 1 know mnot whether, since the days in which
., Roman emperors were deified, he has been ever equalled,

qopt by Afra Behn in an address to Eleanor Gwyn.'

fhen once he has undertaken the task of praise, he no
\gger retains shame in himself, nor supposes it in his
tron. As many odoriferous bodies are observed to diffuse
,.-mmw from year to year, without sensible diminution
¢ bulk or weight, he appears never to have impoverished
. mint of flattery by his expences, however lavish. He
.1 all the forms of excellence, intellectual and moral,
wmbined in his mind, with endless variation; and when
i had scattered on the hero of the day the golden shower
¢ wit and virtue, he had ready for him, whom he wished
v sourt on the morrow, new wit and virtue with another
wmp. Of this kind of meanness he never seems to decline
#e practice, or lament the necessity: he considers the
mat as entitled to encomiastick homage, and brings
mise rather as a tribute than a gift, more delighted with
% fertility of his invention than mortified by the prosti-
ftion of his judgement. It is indeed not certain, that on
se occasions his judgement much rebelled against his
est. There are minds which easily sink mto Bubmzl-
tha,t look on grandeur with undistinguishir
,, and discover no defect where there is m 05

a.nd affluence of riches.

j,f]

i ingled a mmn of discontent and I
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416 LIVES OF THE POETS.

tross. He works are under-valued, his merit 18 unrewgsd,
and he has few thanks to pay his stars that he wq'

among Englishmen. To his criticks he 1s sometm
temptuous, sometimes resentful, and sometimes submig
The writer who thinks his works formed for dura.tmn'
takes his interest when he mentions his enemm.,
degrades his own dlgmtv by shewing that he was ¢
by their censures, and gives lasting importance to
which, left to themselves, would vanish from remem
From this principle Dryden did not oft depart ; m
plaints are for the greater part general ; he seldom po
his page with an adverse name. He condescendd
to a controversy with Settle, in which he perhaps
considered rather as assaulting than repelling ; and
Settle is sunk into oblivion, his libel remains i
only to himself.

Among answers to criticks, no poetical &tta.ckﬂ
cations, are to be included ; they are, like Gthﬂ'
effusions of genius, produced as much to obtain p
to obviate censure. These Dryden practised, md
he excelled. -

... .- -1'?:;:: J-

Of Collier," Blackmore,” and Milbourne, hﬂ } _.
mention in the preface to his Fables. To t];m =
Collier, whose remarks may be rather termed admen
than criticisms, he makes little reply ; being, ‘* _ e

sixty-eight, attentive to better things than thﬁ ap

' Jeremy Collier (1650-1726). An eminent nonj '-
ecclesiastical historian. See Johnson’s admm ?
character in the Life of Congreve, vol. ii. H ¢ effected

.ﬂ[
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pouse. He complains of Collier’s rudeness,! and the
": play of his raallery ; and asserts that in many places
las pf’rl‘ﬂi‘fﬁ{? by his glosses the meaning of what he cen.
but in other things he confesses that he is Justly
'14. and says, with great calmness and candour, I have
: aded qualty to all thoughts or expressions of mine that can
puly accuse 2 of obscenaty, vmmorality, or profaneness, and
-q i them. If he be my enemy, let him triumph ; if he be
”mnd he will be glad of my repentance. Yet, as our
, dispositions are imperfect, he left standing in the
 book a reflection on Collier of great asperity, and
Lwed of more asperity than wit.”
fackmore he represents® as made his enemy by the
wm of “ Absalom and Achitophel,” which ke thinks a
< hard upon his fanatick patrons; and charges him with
mwing the plan of his “ Arthur” from the preface to
swenal, though he had, says he," the baseness not to acknow-
de his benefactor, but instead of it to traduce me in a

The libel in which Blackmore traduced him was a
Atireupon Wit;””° in which, having lamented the exube-
weof false wit and the deficiency of true, he proposes
! all wit should be re-coined before it is current, and

foints masters of assay who shall reject all that is light
based.

" Preface to the Fables, 8. S. D. vol. xi. p. 243. £
Mably this refers to page 214 of the Preface, where l_ eligic
"is charged with mixing truth with falsehood, and following
W rule of calumniating strongly that something may remain.”
&D vol. xi. p. 241, A
P- Hﬂ
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“'Tis true, that when the coarse and worthless drogy
Is purg'd away, there will be mighty loss ;

Ev'n Congreve, Southern, manly Wycherley,

When thm refin’d, will grievous sufferers be ; :
Into the melting-pot when Dryden comes, < S50
What horrid stench will rise, what noisome fumes! =
How will he shrink, when all his lewd allay,
And wicked mixture, shall be purg’d away ! " a8

Thus stands the passage in the last edition; but in
original there was an abatement of the censure, beg ., 2
thus : A

“But what remains will be so pure, ’twill bear
Th' examination of the most severe."”

ok e
=

Blackmore, finding the censure resented, and th
disregarded, ungenerously omitted the softer M
variations discover a writer who consults his pe S mo
than his virtue ; and it may be reasonably su ma h*'
Dryden imputes his enmity to its true cause. ?’E

Of Milbourne he wrote only in general tem, e
are always ready at the call of anger, whether j j 18t .-"”

a short extract will be sufficient. He pretead.p a qua
me, that I have fallen foul upon priesthood ; ;fr ﬁ" £
only to ask pardon of good priests, and am afra: ap
of the reparation will come to little. Let bm
that he shall never be able to force himself upon
adversary ; I contemn him too much to emf ;
with him.' i

it Som

IS Vi '-_."‘I. ......
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5‘*‘”"1 and absurd malignity to priests and priesthood,
} vich naturally raised him many enemies, and which was

aetimes a8 unseac;onablv resented as it was exerted.
fﬂl' is angry = that he {,&HS the sacrificer in the
georgicks " the holy butcher :* the translation is indeed
Jienlous ; but Trapp’s anger arises from his zeal, not for
., guthor, but the priest; as if any reproach of the
s of paganism could be extended to the preachers of
guth.

Dryden’s dislike of the priesthood is imputed by Lang-
ﬁinf'.‘* and I think by Brown,' to a repulse which he
ufered when he solicited ordination; but he denies,
s the preface to his “ Fables,” that he ever designed to
gter into the church; and such a denial he would not
wre hazarded, if he could have been convicted of false-

lalevolence to the clergy is seldom at a great distance
m irreverence of religion, and Dryden affords no excep- e
wn to this observation. His writings exhibit many et
wges, which, with all the allowance that can be made
Cha.racters and occasions, are such as piety would not
¢ admitted, and such as ‘may vitiate light and un-
#ucipled minds. But there is no reason for supposing
“he disbelieved the religion which he disobeyed. He
gt his duty rather than disowned it. His tendency to
“laneness is the effect of levity, negligence, and loose
“ersation, with a desire of accommodating m to
“ “rruption of the times, by venturing to be o
"%ftm to the Eneis, Tmpp s Virgil, ed. 1731, vol. i &
o Drydn sk gt n sbusin i aut
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far as he durst. When he professed himself a conves :;

to Popery, he did not pretend to have received
new conviction of the fundamental doctrines of O
tianity.

The persecution of criticks was not the worst of his m
tions ; he was much more disturbed by the importunis
of want. His complaints of poverty are so freqllenﬂy
peated, either with the dejection of weakness smk"
helpless misery, or the lndlgnatlon of merit ¢ “
tribute from mankind, that it is 1mpossible not to ¢
the age which could impose on such a man the new
such solicitations, or not to despise the man whe ¢
submit to such solicitations without necessity.

Whether by the world’s neglect, or his own imprudence,
I am afraid that the greatest part of his life was pas
exigences. Such outcries were surely never uttered I
severe pain. Of his supplies or his expences no pre _' ol
estimate can now be made. Except the s&laryof ﬁ*
reate, to which king James added' the office ef
grapher, perhaps with some additional emolumen , b
whole revenue seems to have been casual; and ﬂr
known that he seldom lives frugally who hv&
Hope is always liberal, and they that trust hm
make little scruple of revelling to-day on the p %
mMOorrow. _ g

Of his plays the profit was not great, and af e prodt
of his other works very little mtelhgeuﬁa can | f;_,_

I
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DRYDEN. 421

, aunr*-‘lﬂ"' with the late amiable Mr. Tonson,' I could not
.«d ‘hat any memorials of the transactions between his
_Jecessor and Dryden had been preserved, except the
LW lIlL'.' papers :
4 ..1 do hereby promise to pay John Dryden, Esq; or
- on the 25th of March, 1699, the sum of two hundred
ulmf guineas, in consideration of ten thousand verses,
b the said John Dryden, Esq; 1s to deliver to me
,“Jn Tonson, when finished, whereof seven thousand five
_dred verses, more or less, are already in the said Jacob
+son’s possession. And I do hereby farther promise,
.l engage myself, to make up the said sum of two hun-
wi and fifty guineas three hundred pounds sterling to
- said John Dryden, Esq; his executors, administrators,
cwsigns, at the beginning of the second impression of the
| ten thousand verses.
“In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and
this 20th day of March, 169%.

“ Jacob Tonson.

Sealed and delivered, being first *
4y stampt, pursuant to the acts
‘parliament for that purpose, in

presence of

- “Ben. Portlock.
" Will. Congreve.”

“ March 24th, lm
Ineeewed then of Mr. Jacob Tonson the mm & B
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of an agreement for ten thousand verses, to be deh?m
me to the said Jacob Tonson, whereof 1 have a,h-M
livered to him about seven thousand five hundred, mope o
less : he the said Jacob Tonson being obliged to mah
the foresud sum of two hundred sixty-eight pounds §
shillings three hundred pounds, at the beginning 0!
second impression of the foresaid ten thousand verses;

“I say, received by me |

g2 JOhH Dﬂhi‘.

“« Witness Charles Dryden.”

Two hundred and fifty guineas, at £1 1s. 6d. is m

It is manifest from the dates of this contract, that it
lates to the volume of * Fables,” which contains
twelve thousand verses, and for which therefore thi
ment must have been afterwards enlarged.

I have been told of another letter' yet rema m
which he desires Tonson to bring him money, to p&f
watch which he had ordered for his son, and n ‘*h
maker would not leave without the price. o

The imevitable consequence of poverty is
Dryden had probably no recourse ? in his exig
his bookseller. The particular character Gf 0
not know ; but the general conduct of traden |
less hbera.l in those times than in our own ; thei # Vi
were narrower, and their manners grosser. T& 3 %

cantile ruggedness of that race, the delicacy o
was sometimes exposed. Lord Bohngbmkeﬁ

' Fifteen letters from Dryden to Tonmnwm
mdthMymotherpemnn 'ml i 5
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DRYDEN., 493

;]md cultivated poetry, related to Dr, King,' of Ox-
. that one day, when he visited Dryden, they heard, as

. were conversing, another person entering the house,
T " said Dryden, “1s Tonson. You will take care not,
]uart before he goes away; for I have not completed
. sheet which I promised him ; and if you leave me un-

ected, T must suffer all the rudeness to which his
wuflllt‘llt can pr Umpt his tonu'ue

what rewards he obtained for his poems, besides the
grment of the bookseller, cannot be known : Mr. Derrick,
4o consulted some of his relations,” was informed that his
fables” obtained five hundred pounds from the dutchess
sOrmond ; a present not unsuitable to the magnificence
tthat splendid family ; and he quotes Moyle,” as relating
wut forty pounds were paid by a musical society for the
w of “ Alexander’s Feast.” *

ln those days the ceconomy of government was vet un-
wtled, and the payments of the Exehequer were dilatory
ol uncertain : of this disorder there is reason to believe
M the Laureat sometimes felt the effects; for in one of
i prefaces he complains of those, who, bmg intrusted
1 the distribution of the Prince’s bounty, suffer those
“l depend upon it to languish in penury.
1 Uf his petty habits or slight amusements, tradition has
tained little.  Of the only two men whom I have found
L 1li'lmm he was personally known, one told me mlﬁ *
* which he frequented, called Will's Coffee-ho: ;.

* Wﬂllam King (1685-1763), Principal of St. Mﬂ'ym )
"Mbmngthmmywhrd,&m hancellor of Ox
vy t to Johnson, in l'mﬁ,tha dmlm& ofhlﬁm
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appeal upon any literary dispute was made to hlm, u
the other related, that his armed chair, which iy,
winter had a settled and prescnptwe place by the
was in the summer placed in the balcony, and thlt
called the two places his winter and his summer i
This is all the intelligence which his two survivors aff,
me.’ =

One of his opinions will do him no honour in the
sent age, though in his own time, at least in the be

of it, he was far from having it confined to hlmaelf H
put great confidence in the prognostications of ]udm
trology. In the Appendix to the “ Life of Congram” |
narrative of some of his predictions wonderfully fy :.
but I know not the writer’s means of information, or cha.

racter of veracxty That he had the configurations of

horoscope in his mind, and considered them as influe:
the affairs of men, he does not forbear to hint. .- -=:~

e
g
1= N

“ The utmost malice of the stars is past.— T
Now frequent #rines the happier lights among,
And high-rais'd Jove, from his dark prison ﬁ'&ed,

Those weights took off that on his planet hung,
Will gloriously the new-laid works succeed.”?

“*“,'.

.1"-".
._1 :

r
iﬁ“'_
,.‘E"

west side, at the corner of Russell Street. It was Dry&m
this house the great resort of the wits of his time, AM’
Addison transferred his patronage to Button’s the house o
Will’s, and kept by an old servant of his. Vid, nfr. Iafl

' The two survivors were Colley Cibber and Owen McSwinney.
Boswell's Joknson, vol. iii. p. 113." Colley Cibber (15714
and successful writer of comedies. He was mﬂt
1757 but 1s remembered as the author of that i

sodotes, the 4?”“’.9% or Hm ufm
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.s elsewhere shewn his attention to the planetary

h
Hmrq and in the preface to his “ Fables”' has endea-
r,rﬂl obliquely to justify his superstition, by attributing

. ame to some of the Ancients. The latter, added to
T,' .arrative, leaves no doubt of his notions or practice.

g slight and so scanty 1s the knowledge which I have
- ,ﬂ)le to collect concerning the private life and domes-
wk manners of a man, whom every English generation
.ost mention with reverence as a critick and a poet.

nryden may be properly considered as the father of
Eaglish criticism, as the writer who first taught us to
yermine upon principles the merit of composition. Of
. former poets, the greatest dramatist wrote without
wles, conducted through life and nature by a genius that
wely misled, and rarely deserted him. Of the rest, those
#o knew the laws of propriety had neglected to teach
Two “Arts of English Poetry” ® were written in the
srs of Elizabeth by Webb and Puttenham, from which
wething might be learned, and a few hints had been
men by Jonson and Cowley; but Dryden’s “ Essay on
mmatick Poetry” * was the first regular and valuable
tise on the art of writing.

' Preface to Fables, S. 8. D. vol. xi. p- 218.
'.' “With this incomparable work should be read Johnson’s exquisite
4 "* of Dryden and Pope, in the Life of the latter Poet (vid. in/r.
) in which * the superiority of gemus is ¢ with some m |
ited to Dryden.” Malone, vol. i. p. 549. e T
L Dicors o Engish Putre togeher with th athor’s : .
5 the Reformation of our English vm,hy el SR
Lond. 15&&, m Mmmd in ’l!d-
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He who, having formed his opimions in the pregeys ap

of English literature, turns back to peruse this dmlﬁm
will not perhaps find much increase of knowledge, op 4

novelty of instruction ; but he 1s to remember that m-mu
principles were then in the hands of a few, why hli
gathered them partly from the Ancients, and partly from
the Italians and French. The structure of dramat:
poems was not then generally understood. Audienc
applauded by instinct, and poets perhaps often Pleased by
chance.
A writer who obtains his full purpose loses h]mge]f
his own lustre. Of anopinion which is no longer doubted.
the evidence ceases to be examined. Of an art univers ;
practised, the first teacher 1s forgotten. Learning ones
made popular 1s no longer learning ; it has the appearan o
of something which we have bestowed upon ourselmn.

the dew appears to rise from the field which it refrﬁnheu

To judge rightly of an author, we must transport ot
selves to his time, and examine what were the wants d
contemporaries, and what were his means of supply
them. That which is easy at one time was difficult &
other. Dryden at least imported his science, and ga
country what it wanted before; or rather, he imp

.ﬁ =

criticism, written when he was yet a timorous candidas
for reputation, and therefore laboured with thﬁ dilig

ﬁfi

whum he Imght a.llow lnmself mmawhat tﬂ o -1; d%
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DRYDEN. 427

" English dramatists are wrought with great spirit and
Jigence. The account (.’f S.h&kS}‘l{:,"d,‘I'tif may stand as a per-
;,-{uill mOdEl of E'Il('(lIlll&Stlt‘.k Cl'ltl(_'rlSHl; exact Without
;muwness, and lofty without exaggeration. The praise
',m'sht'fd by Longinus,” on the attestation of the heroes of
garathon, by Demosthenes,” fades away before it. In a
u lines 18 exhibited a character, so extensive in its com-
B,,,c}u;usit:m,, and so curious 1n 1ts limitations, that nothing
. be added, diminished, or reformed ; nor can the editors
1 admirers of Shakspeare, in all their emulation of reve-
wace, boast of much more than of having diffused and
Praphra;sed this epitome of excellence, of having changed
Jryden’s gold for baser metal, of lower value though of
peater bulk.

In this, and in all his other essays on the same subject,
be criticism of Dryden 1s the cnticism of a poet; not a
all collection of theorems, not a rude detection of faults,
shich perhaps the censor was not able to have committed ;
! Longinus. A Greek by birth, born about A.p. 213. He travelled
o the East, and was made Professor of Greek to Queen Zenobia, of
flmyra, He persuaded her to revolt against Rome, and when her
“swas taken by the Emperor Aurelian, Longinus was put to death,

ring in his last words, “ This world is but a prison, and happy is
*¥ho gets out of it soonest.” Of many works only one, attributed to
“mon somewhat doubtful authority, has been preserved, the treatise
i idove (De Sublimitate), an enquiry into the causes and styles of
.. ;i' in speaking and writing. Of him Pope says, Essay on Criti-
f.:-j ““Thee, bold Longinus, all the nine inspire,
- And bless their critic with a poet’s fire : ™
~ Anardent judge, who, zealous in his trast,
- With warmth gives sentence, yet is always just; . .

strengthens all his laws,

o
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but a gay and vigorous dissertation, where delight i'f
mingled with instruction, and where the author Proves h
right of judgement, by his power of performance, k-
The different manner and effect with which "HM

knowledge may be conveyed, was perhaps never more
clearly exemphﬁed than in the performances of Rymep! ..1
Dryden. It was said of a dispute between two mathe
ticians, “malim cum Scaligero errare, quam cum Ch
recte sapere;”’ * that i was more eligible to go wrong u
one than right with the other. A tendency of the same ki .
every mind must feel at the perusal of Dryden’s p %
and Rymer’s discourses. With Dryden we are wand
in quest of Truth; whom we find, if we find her at
drest in the graces of elegance; and if we miss her,
labour of the pursuit rewards itself; we are led ¢
through fragrance and flowers: Rymer, without ts 1‘"
nearer, takes a rougher way; every step is to be 1
through thorns and brambles ; and Truth, if we meet h
appears repulsive by her mien, and ungraceful by
habit. Dryden’s eriticism has the majesty of a q
Rymer’s has the ferocity of a tyrant.

As he had studied with great diligence the art of j
and enlarged or rectified his notions, by expenﬂm
petually increasing, he had his mind stored with p
and observations ; he poured out his knowledge w1 :
labour ; for of labour notwithstanding the multiplicity
his productmnﬁ there is sufficient reason to suspect ". f: t

' The Tragedies of the Last Age, considered by Thos. Rymer, 18
4 Short View of Tragedy, with PR i
& TM' ‘Ppﬂﬂ m he mmly
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DRYDEN., 4929

ot a lover.  Towrite con amore, with fondness for the
_ ‘pmment, with perpetual touches and retouches. with
| illingness to take leave of his own idea, and an un.
Jried pursuit of unattainable perfection, was, I think,
5 part of his character.
{is Criticism may be considered as general or occasional,
e his general precepts, which depend upon the nature of
4ngs, and the structure of the human mind, he may
btless be safely recommended to the confidence of the
gler ; but his occasional and particular positions were
_otimes 1nterested, sometimes negligent, and sometimes
rcious. It is not without reason that Trapp,’ speaking
jthe praises which he bestows on Palamon and Arcite,
ys, “ Novimus judicium Drydeni de poemate quodam
Sauceri, pulchro sane illo, et admodum laudando, nimi-
u quod non modo vere epicum sit, sed Iliada etiam atque
fueada ®quet, 1mo superet. Sed novimus eodem tempore
7 illius maximi non semper accuratissimas esse censuras,
« ul severissimam critices normam exactas : illo judice id
“rimque optimum est, quod nunc pree manibus habet, &
uo nune occupatur.”
He is therefore by no means constant to himself. His
‘nce and desertion of dramatick rhyme is generally
L. Spence,’ in his remarks on Pope’s “Odyssey,”
“luces what he thinks an unconquerable quotation from
Yien's preface to the “ Eneid,” in favour of translating

-

li a curious omission in this quotation. The passage runs
*: “ Novimus quidem Angli judicium Drydeni popularis nostri de
¢ quodam Chauceri, pulchro sane illo, et plurimum lwdando;

a8 »
Ll SRR

-
-

;
v
r LEe
i . = )
r Ll - -
| '.!" e el b B E 1 ?
[ pI— g 4 = i



430 LIVES OF THE POETS.

r
Lk

his author attempted the “ Iliad,” some years afterwg
he departed from his own decision, and translated jns

rhyme. | E
When he has any objection to obviate, or any licengs ta

an epic poem into blank verse; but he forgets that whﬂ'

defend, he is not very scrupulous about what he
nor very cautious, if the present purpose be served, not g
entangle himself in his own sophistries. But when all &
are exhausted, like other hunted animals, he aomet'“*
stands at bay; when he cannot disown the grossness of o
of his plays, he declares that he knows not any law th
prescribes morality to a comick poet.

His remarks on ancient or modern writers are not alwayg
to be trusted. His parallel of the versification of Ovid
with that of Claudian has been very justly censured '
Sewel.* His comparison of the first line of Virgil' with
the first of Statius is not happier.” Virgil, he says, i
soft and gentle, and would have thought Statius® mad
he had heard him thundering out

“ Que superimposito moles geminata colosso.”*
Statius perhaps heats himself, as he proceeds, to
gerations somewhat hyperbolical; but undoubtedly Vir
would have been too hasty, if he had condemned hi

S r

straw for one sounding line. Dryden wanted an instan
and the first that occurred was immprest into the s Ty ,,
What he wishes to say, he says at hazard; he @

“Gorbudue,” * which he had never seen ; gives a false

18241

2 e
_ ' Preface to Ovid's H atamrpkmu.—-J DHNSON.
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t of Chapman’s versification ;' and discovers, in the
{ face tO his “ Fables,” that he translated the first book
i the ‘Tliad,” without knowing what was in the second *
i will be difficult to prove that Dryden ever made any
- advances 1n literature. As having dlstmgumhed
Lself at Westminster under the tuition of Busby, who
wanced his scholars to a height of knowledge very rarely
Luined in grammar-schools, he resided afterwards at
smbridge, it 18 not to be supposed, that his skill in the
ent languages was deficient, compared with that of
yomon students ; but his scholastick acquisitions seem
* pmportionate to his opportunities and abilities. He
wuld not, like Milton or Cowley, have made his name
Justrious merely by his learning. He mentions but few
Jwks, and those such as lie in the beaten track of regular
udy; from which if ever he departs, he is in danger of

sng himself in unknown regions.

In his Dialogue on the Drama, he pronounces with great

wiidence that the Latin tragedy of “ Medea” is not
s, because it is not sufficiently interesting and pathetick.

mght have determined the question upon surer evi-
; for it is quoted by Quintilian as the work of Seneca ;
the only line which remains of Ovid’s play, for one line
tus, 18 not there to be found.” There was therefore

% Lord Buckhurst, is the earliest known in English. It was sur-
Wtiously published in 1565. 4to.

ﬂlt])edwatmmthe Rival Ladies, S. S. D. vol. ii, p. 135,

‘D cites the play as an example of rhyme whereas it hmm

‘"ﬂ:lmdmm of * Queen Gorboduc ” instead of King.

1 had Tnever seen this tragedy he might have mnﬂhldtiﬂ
Ihg boduc’s mwwhmmwdmm S
Twe l lﬂ i""ﬂ' ﬂ. s ~H S ﬁ*' :w—. #I“ G
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T

o need of the gravity of conjecture, or the discussioy 4
plot or sentiment, to find Wl:l&t ths already known ”‘_..
higher authority than such discussions can ever reach.

His literature, though not always free from ostentation,
will be commonly found either obvio‘us, am:l made his ow
by the art of dressing 1t; or superficial, which, by what
gives, shews what he wanted ; or erroneous, hastily g
lected, and negligently scattered.

Yet it cannot be said that his genius 1s ever unprovided
of matter, or that his fancy languishes in penury of ideg
His works abound with knowledge, and sparkle with illus.
trations. There is scarcely any science or faculty that does
not supply him with occasional 1mages and lucky simi
tudes; every page discovers a mind very widely acquainted
both with art and nature, and in full possession of great

i

= r. P

stores of intellectual wealth. Of him that knows much,
it is natural to suppose that he has read with dilig ,.i
yet I rather believe that the knowledge of Dryden
gleaned from accidental intelligence and various conversas
tion, by a quick apprehension, a judicious selection, and &

-

happy memory, a keen appetite of knowledge, and a powes
ful digestion ; by vigilance that permitted nothing to pass
without notice, and a habit of reflection that suffered ne
thing useful to be lost. A mind like Dryden’s, alway
curious, always active, to which every understanding Wi
proud to be associated, and of which every one solicite
the regard, by an ambitious display of himself, had a me
pleasant, perhaps a nearer way, to knowledge than by

i

#
i
i

. b B
silent progress of solitary reading.
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DRYDEN. 433

s carried out, by the impetuosity of his genius, to
. vivid and speedy mstructors; and that his studies
rather desultory and fortuitous than constant and
.matical.

u must be confessed that he scarcely ever appears to
_ book-learning but when he mentions books: and to
. may be transferred the praise which he gives his
+or Charles.

“ His conversation, wit, and parts,

His knowledge in the noblest useful arts,
Were such, dead authors could not give,
But habitudes of those that live:

Who, lighting him, did greater lights receive :
He drain’d from all, and all they knew,

His apprehension quick, his judgement true :
That the most learn’d with shame confess

His knowledge more, his reading only less.” '

Of all this, however, if the proof be demanded, I will
¢ mdertake to give it; the atoms of probability, of
wh my opinion has been formed, lie scattered over all
mh and by him who thinks the question worth his
hm works must be perused with very close attention.
ficism, either didactick or defensive, occupies almost
pmse except those pages which he has devoted to
; but none of his prefaces were ever thought
They have not the formality of a settled style, in
%ﬁrst ha.l:f &fﬁhﬁmtence betrays the other. The
* are never balanced, nor the periods modelled;
to drop hy chanee, though it fﬂh m v

N & RS
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P self too frequently ; but while he forces himself um "
our esteem, we cannot refuse him to stand hlgh in his -
own. Every thing is excused by the play of images and

the spriteliness of expressionl. Though all 1s easy, ﬂOthjq
is feeble : though all seem careless, there 18 nothing hﬂﬂh;f
and though, since his earlier works, more than a centyr

has passed, they have nothing yet uncouth or ObBOIBte

He who writes much, will not easily escape a ma:
such a recurrence of particular modes as may be ecasily
noted. Dryden is always another and the same, he d
not exhibit a second time the same elegancies in the s
form, nor appears to have any art other than tha.t.
expressing with clearness what he thinks with vige
His style could not easily be imitated, either Berl.-::mllyr
ludlcmusly . for, being always equable and always v |
it has no promment or discriminative characters. Th
beauty who is totally free from disproportion of |
and features, cannot be ridiculed by an overcharged m
semblance.

From his prose,' however, Dryden derives only hi
dental and secondary praise; the veneration wx&
his name is pronounced by every cultivator of
literature, 18 paid to him as he refined the
proved the sentiments, and tuned the numbers d

Ater sbost: half a century of forced tho shts,
rugged metre, some advances towards na.tﬂ.m
had been already made by Waller and Den
shewn that long discourses in rhyme grow

whmthey were hmken mbe cﬁuplm mﬂ

i VYA I-_a.. |
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But though they did much, who can deny that they left
quch to do ¥ Their works were not many, nor were their
qinds of very ample comprehension. More examples of
qore modes of composition were necessary for the estab-
jshment of regularity, and the introduction of propriety
mn w{)ril and thought.

Every language of a learned nation necessarily divides
elf into diction scholastick and popular, grave and
gmiliar, elegant and gross ; and from a nice distinetion of
these different parts, arises a great part of the beauty of
avle. But if we except a few minds, the favourites of
uture, to whom their own original rectitude was in the
place of rules, this delicacy of selection was little known to
our authors ; our speech lay before them in a heap of con-
fusion, and every man took for every purpose what chance
wight offer him.

- There was therefore before the time of Dryden no
petical diction, no system of words at once refined from
the grossness of domestick use, and free from the harsh-
uess of terms appropriated to particular arts. Words too
Smiliar, or too remote, defeat the purpose of a poet.
ffom those sounds which we hear on small or on coarse
weasions, we do mnot easily receive strong impressions, or
‘lghtful images: and words to which we are nearly
“rangers, whenever they occur, draw that attention on
“emselves which they should transmit to things.

- Those happy combinations of words which disting
Peiry from prose, had been rarely attempted ; we had
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considered as owing its establishment to Dryden; frop
whose time it is apparent that English poetry has haq w .5_-_
tendency to relapse to its former savageness.

The affluence and LOI]JPI‘E‘hEIlElOIl of our language » -_7:
very illustriously displayed i our poetical translations d 3
Ancient Writers ; a work which the French seem tq re-
linquish in despair, and which we were long unable tg 9
perform with dexter ity. Ben Jonson thought 1t neeeam? 1
to copy Horace almost word by word ;' Feltham, his con- ‘-.;-_
temporary and adversary, considers it as 1nd13penaably re-
quisite in a translation to give line for line. It is said t '.
Sandys,” whom Dryden calls the best versifier of the
age,” has struggled hard to comprise every (book of his
English Metamorphoses in the same number of verses
with the original. Holyday had nothing in view but to
shew that he understood his author, with so little regs
to the grandeur of his diction, or the volubility ﬂf
numbers, that his metres can hardly be called verses ;
cannot be read without reluctance, nor will the
always be rewarded by understanding them.* Cowlay
that such copyers were a servile race; he asserted h
liberty, and spread his wings so boldly that he M&
authors. It was reserved for Dryden to fix the li

poetical liberty, and give us just rules and am
translation.

When languages are formed upon d:lﬁamnt )
is impossible that the same modes of ex

ﬂimrs be elegant in both. Wlule

PRl o e
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yhere COTY espondence cannot be obtained. it is necessary

pe content with somethmg equivalent. Translation
m,,,a,iyurf' says Dryden, is not so loose as paraphrase, nor so
e a8 metaphrase.

All polished languages have different styles ; the concise.
he diffuse, the lofty, and the humble. In the proper
moice of style consists the resemblance which Dryden
grinc ipally exacts from the translator. He is to exhibit
s author’s thoughts in such a dress of diction as the
athor would have given them, had his langunage been
inglish : rugged magnificence is not to be softened : hyper-
wlical ostentation 18 not to be repressed, nor sententious
fectation to have 1ts point blunted. A translator is to
v like his author : 1t 18 not his business to excel him.

The reasonableness of these rules seems sufficient for
therr vindication ; and the effects produced by observing
hem were so happy, that I know not whether they were
wer opposed but by Sir Edward Sherburne,” a man whose
«wming was greater than his powers of poetry; and who,

ng better qualified to give the maa.mng than the spirit

Beneca,, has introduced his version of three tragedies by
ﬁdefence of close translation. The authority of Horace,
hich the new translators cited in defence of their practice,
¥ has, by a judicious explanation, taken fairly from them ;
Yt reason wants not Horace to support it.

It seldom happens that all the necessary causes concur to
% great effect : will is wanting to power, or power to will,

2100 the distinetion of metaprase, paraphrase and M "
** Preface to Ovid’s Epistles, S.S. D, vol. xii. p. 16, __
ﬁirEﬂward Sherburne (1618-1702). a cuholm ui
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or both are impeded by external obstructions. The E*n-
gences in which Dryden was condemned to pass his life, ﬂ-re
reasonably supposed to have blasted his genius, tq }'-‘1?0
driven out his works in a state of immaturity, and to ham
intercepted the full-blown elegance which longer RTUWth

would have supplied.
Poverty, like other rigid powers, is sometimes too hastily

accused. If the excellence of Dryden’s works was lessened
by his indigence, their number was mcreased ; and I ],m{,'
not how it will be proved, that if he had Wntten less he
would have undergone the toil of an author, if he had
been solicited by something more pressing than the love

praise.
But as 1s said by his “ Sebastian,”

“What had been, is unknown ; what is, appears.”

We know that Dryden’s several productions were so many
successive expedients for his support; his plays
therefore often borrowed, and his poems were almost &
occasional.
In an occasional performance no height of exoellenﬁe
be expected from any mind, however fertile in itself, ax
however stored with acquisitions. He whose worh
general and arbitrary, has the choice of his matter, &
takes that which his inclination and his studies have
qualified him to display and decorate. He is at liber
deh.jr hm pubhea,tmn, till he has satisfied his fr er

- 1
_______
B -
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s subject. Whatever can happen to man has happened
o often, that httle remains for fancy or invention. We

Ve been all born ; we have most of us been married ;: and
o many have dled before us, that our deaths can qupply
hat few materials for a poet. In the fate of princes the
Fuhhuk has an interest ; and what happens to them of good
. evil, the poets have always considered as business for the
yuse. DBut after so many inauguratory gratulations,

gptial hymns, and funeral dirges, he must be highly
gyoured by nature, or by fortune, who says any thing not
gid before. Even war and conquest, however splendid,
mggest no new 1mages; the triumphal chariot of a vie-
wrious monarch can be decked only with those ornaments
hat have graced his predecessors.
- Not only matter but time is wauting The poem must
wt be delayed till the occasion is forgotten. The lucky
wments of amimated imagination cannot be attended
__ egances and illustrations cannot be multiplied by gradua.l
wumulation : the composition must be dispatched while
wersation is yet busy, and admiration fresh; and haste
ba maﬂa lmt some other event should lay hold upon
_Uccasional composition may however secure to a writer
pmme both of learning and facility ; for they cannot be
eﬁmt of long study, and must be furnished imme-
 the treasures of the mind.
dmth of Gmwell ' was the first publick event which
. ferth s poet:lca.l powers. His heroick stanzas
) ind de ; the thoughta are ﬂgmm. and

_-‘ _r._-:!., -"i'l i - l"-ln ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
a 3 al
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though Gondibert never appears to hani'e been popular ; ild
from Davenant he learned to please his ear with the Stanzg |
of four lines alternately rhymed.

Dryden very early formed his versification : there gre =
this ;-arly production no traces of Donne’s or Jonson'y
ruggedness ; but he did not so soon free his mind from th,
ambition of forced conceits. In his verses on the Restorg.
tion, he says of the King’s exile,

‘“ He, toss'd by Fate— }
(ould taste no sweets of youth’s desired age,
But found his life too true a pilgrimage.”’

And afterwards, to shew how virtue and wisdom are m :
creased by adversity, he makes this remark :

“Well might the ancient poets then confer
On Night the honour'd name of counsellor,
Since, struck with rays of prosperous fortune blind, |
We light alone in dark afflictions find.” 2

il T
sy _‘%ﬁ"’r _;_-:1
o "!_';| & ':;. .
.'r_,'l..'
s
o rn-:'!'.

M|
|m i

His praise of Monk’s dexterity comprises such a ¢ uster
of thoughts unallied to one another, as will not els ev -.,1
be %ﬂﬂy found :*
* Twas Monk, whom Providence design’d to loose
Those real bonds false freedom did impose.
The blessed saints that watch’d this turning scene,
Did from their stars with joyful wonder lean,
To see small clues draw vastest weights along,
Not in their bulk, but in their order strong.
T_hua pencils can by one slicht touch
, Smiles to that changed face that wept before.
s fancy frame
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But, when ourselves to action we betake,

[t shuns the mint like gold that chymists make ;
How hard was then his task, at once to be
What in the body natural we see!

Man's Architect distinctly did ordain

The charge of muscles, nerves, and of the brain,
Through viewless conduits spirits to dispense
The springs of motion from the seat of sense,
'"T'was not the hasty product of a day,

But the well-ripen’d fruit of wise delay.

He, like a patient angler, ere he strook,

Would let them play a-while upon the hook.

Our healthful food the stomach labours thus,

At first embracing what it straight doth crush.
Wise leaches will not vain receipts obtrude,
While growing pains pronounce the humours crude ; :
Deaf to complaints, they wait upon the ill,

Till some safe crisis authorize their skill.”

~ He had not yet learned, indeed he never learned well, to
‘rbear the improper use of mythology. After having re-
nrded the heathen deities for their care,

“ With Alga who the sacred altar strows ?
To all the sea-gods Charles an offering owes ;
A bull to thee, Portunus, shall be slain,

A ram to you, ye Tempests of the Main.”

f tells us, in the language of religion,

“Prayer storm’d the skies, and ravish’d Charles from thence,
Asheaven itself is took by violence.” ? S i
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—

“ For by example most we sinn'd before,
And, glass-like, clearness mix'd with frailty bore®

How far he was yet from thinking it necessary to found j;
sentiments on Nature, appears from the extravagance of b

fictions and hyperboles :

“« The winds, that never moderation knew,
Afraid to blow too much, too faintly blew ;
Or, out of breath with joy, could not enlarge
Their straiten'd lungs.—~

It is no longer motion cheats your view ;

As you meet it, the land approacheth you :
The land returns, and in the white 1t wears

The marks of penitence and sorrow bears.”

I know not whether this fancy, however little be its v

was not borrowed. A French poet read to Ma.lherbe‘

verses, in which he represents France as movmg out ﬁ

place to receive the king. “Though this,” Malher

““was in my time, I do not remember it.”
His poem on the ““ Coronation ” has a more even {

of thought. Some lines deserve to be quoted :

“You bave already quench'd sedition’s brand,
And zeal, that burnt it, only warms the land ;
The jealons sects that durst not trust their eum i
So far from their own will as to the laws,
Him for their umpire, and their synod take, o
And their appeal alone to Cesar make.”*

Here may be found one particle of that GM
of which, I believe, in all his works, there i

.....
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““ Nor is it duty, or our hope alone,
Creates that joy, but full fruition.,” '

s the verses to the lord chancellor Clarendon, two years
erwar ds, is a conceit so hopeless at the first view, that
s would have a,tbempted it ; and so successfully laboured,
it though at last it gives the reader more perplexity than
Jasure, and seems hardly worth the study that it costs,
¢ it must be valued as a proof of a mind at once subtle

| comprehensive :

In open prospect nothing bounds our eye,
Until the earth seems join'd unto the sky :
So in this hemisphere our outmost view

Is only bounded by our king and you:

Our sight is limited where you are join'd,
And beyond that no farther heaven can find.
So well your virtues do with his agree,
That, though your orbs of different greatness be,
Yet both are for each other's use dispos'd,
His to enclose, and yours to be enclos'd.
Nor could another in your room have been,
Except an emptiness had come between.”

The comparison of the Chancellor to the Indies leaves
" resemblance too far behind it :

“ And as the Indies were not found before

Those rich perfumes which from the happy shore

The winds upon their balmy wings convey'd, g
Whose guilty sweetness first their world M' i NEE

So by your counsels we are brought to M G o g L Y
12 G S35 A F NI A el WRE e
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the poem, of which, though perhaps 1t cannot be explaj
into plain prosaick meaning, the mind perceives ellongh
be delighted, and readily forgives its obscurity, fup ;

magnificence :

““ How strangely active are the arts of peace,

W hose restless motions less than wars do cease -

Peace is not freed from labour, but from noise :

And war more force, but not more pains employs:

Such is the mighty swiftness of your mind,

That, like the earth's, it leaves out sense behind,

While you so smoothly turn and rowl our sphere,

That rapid motion does but rest appear.

For as in nature's swiftness, with the throng

Of flying orbs while ours is borne along,

All seems at rest to the deluded eye,

Mov'd by the soul of the same harmony :

So carry'd on by our unwearied care,

We rest in peace, and yet in motion share.” ! __; .
To this succeed four lines, which perhaps afford . F ‘”'

first attempt at those penetrating remarks on* T

nature, for which he seems to have been peen

formed :

......

“ Let envy then those crimes within you !u.
From which the happy never must be free;
Envy that does with misery reslde

The joy and the revenge of ruin'd prlda

Into this poem he seems to have H !
powers ; andafherthmhedldnotaihn 2
uml m& stubbm'n md unmnlle&bh hou '._, _-""--:-_'j D
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Thus heavenly bodies do our time beget,

And measure change, but share no part of it :
And still it shall without a weight increase,
[Like this new year, whose motions never cease.
For since the glorious course you have begun
[s led by Charles, as that is by the sun,

[t must both weightless and immortal prove,
Because the centre of it is above.” !

iy the “ Annus Mirabilis ”” * he returned to the quatrain,
\ich from that time he totally quitted, perhaps from this
wrience of 1ts inconvenience, for he complains of its
flty. This is one of his greatest attempts. He had
bjects equal to his abilities, a great naval war, and the
»of London. DBattles have always been described in
wick poetry; but a sea-sight and artillery had yet
wthing of novelty. New arts are long in the world
ure poets describe them ; for they borrow everything
o their predecessors, and commonly derive very little
| na.ture or from life. Boileau was the first French
r that had ever hazarded in verse the mention of
dern war, or the effects of gunpowder.” We, who are
llhmd of novelty, had already possession of those
adful images : Waller had described a sea-sight. Milton
: i not yet transferred the invention of fire-arms to the

wilious angels.

This poem is written with great diligence, yet does not
‘1 answer the expectation raised by such subjects and
44 writer. With the stanza of Da.vem&nhum
hnvem d parenthesm a.nd mwimﬂ __ ___ o
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description, and does not so much 1mpress scenes upon th. |
fancy, as deduce consequences and make comparisons 3

The initial stanzas have rather too much resemhlanm
to the first lines of Waller’s poem on the war with SIJ&mh
perhaps such a beginning 18 natural, and could not ha
avoided without affectation. Both Waller and Dryden
might take their hint from the poem on the civil war 4 .,aa_{

Rome,' Orbem jam totum, &c.
Of the king collecting his navy, he says,

« Tt seems as every ship their sovereign knows,

His awful summons they so soon obey ;
So hear the scaly herds when Proteus blowa,
And so to pasture follow through the sea.’

It would not be hard to believe that Dryden had writt
the two first lines seriously, and that some wag had ¢
the two latter in burlesque. Who would expect the
that immediately follow, which are indeed perhaps i
cently hyperbolical, but certainly in a mode tohﬂy «

y o

ferent? - =

_,J_‘ 1.‘ =
i

“To see this fleet upon the ocean move, -
Angels drew wide the curtains of the skies;
And heaven, as if there wanted lights above,

For tapers made two glaring comets rise.” -

mThey apafytion. of 1oy ptleuh i} Bergen wil

H T
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Like hunted castors, conscious of their store,

Their way-laid wealth to Norway's coast they bring :
Then first the North's cold bosom spices bore,

And winter brooded on the eastern spring.

By the rich scent we found our perfum'd prey,
Which, flank’d with rocks, did close in covert lie -
And round about their murdering cannon lay,
At once to threaten and invite the eye,

Fiercer than cannon, and than rocks more hard,
The English undertake th' unequal war :

Seven ships alone, by which the port is barr'd,
Besiege the Indies, and all Denmark dare.

These fight like husbands, but like lovers those :
These fain would keep, and those more fain enjoy :

And to such height their frantic passion grows,
That what both love, both hazard to destroy :

~ Amidst whole heaps of spices lights a ball,

~ And now their odours arm'd against them fly :
m preciously by shatter'd porcelam fall,

- And some by aromatic splinters die.

"E*j _ mugh hy tempests of the prize bereft,

neaven mﬂlemeney some ease we find :

W armqumh'd. by our valour left,

~ And only yielded to the seas and wind.” '

In this manner is the sublime too often mingled with
ridiculous. The Dutch seek a shelter for a wealthy
t: this surely needed no illustration; yet they must
ot tha mst of ma.nkmd on the same occasion,
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448 LIVES OF THE POETS.

The account of the different sensations with whigy th
two fleets retired, when the night parted them, is one of thg
fairest flowers of English poetry. ;

“ The night comes on, we eager to pursue
The combat still, and they asham'd to leave :
'Till the last streaks of dying day withdrew,
And doubtful moonlight did our rage deceive,

"l Tal EQRETINE S R AT

In th' English fleet each ship resounds with jov,
And loud applause of their great leader’s fame :
In firy dreams the Dutch they still destroy,
And, slumbering, smile at the imagin'd flame,

Not so the Holland fleet, who, tir'd and done,
Stretch’d on their decks like weary oxen lie;
Famt sweats all down their mighty members run,

(Vast bulks, which little souls but ill supply.)

In dreams they fearful precipices tread,
Or, shipw reck’ d, labour to some distant shore: i
Or, in dark churches, walk among the dead ; "-""-""':'i:
They wake with horror, and dare sleep no mme *

It 1s a general rule in poetry, that all a.pprop .
of art should be sunk in general expreﬁawmt,

poetry is to speak an universal language. This rule
stronger with regard to arts not liberal, or eonf._
and therefore far removed from common knowledge;

of this kind, certainly, is technical na.vlgntwn. _
was of Gplm0n that a m-ﬁght Oughtto ‘m lesc __‘."??‘;:- 11

. ALY -
g ;-:..-S F’rr_-:.f'-vi,ti.
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% the battle, his terms seem to have been

blown away ;
2.t he deals them liberally in the dock

“ 8o here some pick out bullets from the side,
Some drive old okum thro’ each seam and rift -
Their left-hand does the calking-iron guide,
The rattling mallet with the right they lift.

With boiling pitch another near at hand

(From friendly Sweden brought) the seams instops :
Which, well laid o’er, the salt-sea waves withstand,
And shake them from the rising beak in drops,

Some the gall'd ropes with dawby marling blind,
Or sear-cloth masts with strong tarpawling coats :

To try new shrouds one mounts into the wind,

- And one below, their ease or stiffness notes.” *

[ suppose here is not one term which every reader does
wt wish away. ;
His digression to the original and progress of navigation,
vith his prospect of the advancement which it shall receive
"m the Royal Society, then newly instituted, may be con-
“ered as an example seldom equalled of seasonable excur-
wnand artful return.
‘One line, however, leaves me discontented ; he says, that
"the help of the philosophers,

** Instructed ships shall sail to quick commerce,
By which remotest regions are allied.—"*

¥ ‘ - E
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450 LIVES OF THE POETS.
The conflagration of a city, with all its tumults of cong "mh‘
tant distress, is one of the most dreadful spectacles whidh.
this world can offer to human eyes; yet it seems to pgien
little emotion in the breast of the poet ; he watches ti f;
flame coolly from street to street, with now a reflection and
now a simile, till at last he meets the king, for whomn
makes a speech rather tedious 1n a time so busy ; and then
follows again the progress of the fire.

There are, however, in this part some passages that de.
serve attention ; as in the beginning :

B
e
. il

2 J.

“ The diligence of trades and noiseful gain
And luxury more late asleep were laid ;
All was the night's, and in her silent reign
No sound the rest of Nature did invade
In this deep quiet—""

The expression “All was the night’s” is taken ..~
Seneca, who remarks on Virgil's line,”

“ Omnia noctis erant placida composta quiete,”

that he might have concluded better,

“ Omnia noctis erant.”

The following quatrain is vigorous and :

“ The ghosts of traytors from the bndgw M
With bold fanatick spectres to rejoice;
About the ﬁre mw a danee they band |
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His prediction of the improvements which shall be made
in the new city, is elegant and poetical, and, with an event
ghich Poets cannot always boast, has been happily verified.

The poem concludes with a simile that might have better
een omitted.

Dryden, when he wrote this poem, seems not yet fully
w have formed his versification, or settled his system of
. Propriety.

From this time, he addicted himself almost wholly to the
sage, to which, says he, my genius never much inclined me,
perely as the most profitable market for poetry. By
sriting tragedies in rhyme, he continued to improve his
diction and his numbers. According to the opinion of
Harte," who had studied his works with great attention, he
wettled his principles of versification in 1 676, when he pro-
duced the play of Aureng Zeb ;* and according to his own
acount of the short time in which he wrote Tyrannick
Love,”” and the “ State of Innocence,” * he soon obtained
the full effect of diligence, and added facility to exact-

- Rhyme has been so long banished from the theatre, that
% know not its effect upon the passions of an audience :
bt it has this convenience, that sentences stand more inde.
on each other, and striking passages are therefore

@ily selected and retained. Thus the description of
“ Indian Emperor,” ® and the rise and fall of

g R e LR
i bl = oo i g g ] r
- T I ; | e +, . - ‘_ : & : &, 1 " l £
- Ur, Walter | {i4%), was tutor to ~he
- - e : i L - - f - iy . " L .,
e R - o : 5 — g - 5 - 2 3 3 3
ul '} L I-.?.a - = T T S W ' " s R - '
e L L e T = = = - 1 ) . o ACLL] o B
PO - LfITI8T vy ' m '
1:' £ i " I'_||.| y o IL — ; ; .--'I' e Al 3 - - - v ’ g . . ; F
-y Lo e b k . - > L g . L ; 4 s
! L ’ 4 Eh ': 1 : 1 O » ¥ Y Ilu. - 3 T " ! - .I E 5 B . -. N SO . l"'l ; . E { e 3 e
Al - AD & eaipereq LYy N ¥ 1118 D11
-+ 2 :‘l i " A -3 :‘;.‘l:;'l.:::' .-.'-..:_—E._’" et S A _. __..-._".._ E A4 b e 2 =TT i ety = - ;
e T T N R Ty < N L T T -
- sy €€ o scholar and a ma
> - ] ‘.:'-_..-: i 1 ' .

A

1--
-""::.':r.;%::-. ‘ T
e

= y
e L P



452 LIVES OF THE POETS.

-

o

1

are more fpa,

-

« Conquest of Granada,”
y lines in “ All for LWQ:.,WL

empire in the
quently repeated than an
« Don Sebastian.”

To search his plays for vigorous sallies, and sententiong
elegances, or to fix the dates of any little pieces which h
wrote by chance, or by solicitation, were labour too tedioys

and minute. i
His dramatic labours did not so wholly absorb his

thoughts, but that he promulgated the laws of translation

o]

in a preface to the English Epistles of Ovid ; one of whieh
he translated himself, and another conjunction with the
Earl of Mulgrave. 43

Absalom and Achitophel * is a work so well known, that
particular criticism is superfluous.  If it be considered as

b
=L =

a"poem political and controversial, it will be found to com-

A

prise all the excellences of which the subject is susceptible
acrimony of censure, elegance of praise, artful deline
of characters, variety and vigour of sentiment, happy tur
of language, and pleasing harmony of numbers; and
these raised to such a height as can scarcely be found in
other English composition. &

It is not, however, without faults; some lines a: "
gant or improper, and too many are irreligiously li
The original structure of the poem was defective ; al
drawn to great length will always break ; Charles coult

The subject had likewise another inconvenience :

mmmmm
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As an approach to historical truth was necessary, the

hion and catastrophe were not in the poet’s power ; there

_therefore an unpleasing disproportion between the be-
i‘,m;;ung and the end. We are alarmed by a faction formed
at of many sects various in their principles, but agreeing
5 their purpose of mischief, formidable for their numbers,
ad strong by their supports, while the king’s friends are
pw and weak. The chiefs on either part are set forth to
sew: but when expectation is at the height, the king
akes a speech, and

“ Henceforth a series of new times began.” '

Who can forbear to think of an enchanted castle, with a
side moat and lofty battlements, walls of marble and gates
o brass, which vanishes at once into air, when the destined
tight blows his horn before it 7
In the second part,” written by Tate,” there is a long in-
- 'on, which, for poignancy of satire, exceeds any part of
e former. Personal resentment, though no laudable
tive to satire, can add great force to general principles.
| -love 1s a busy prompter.

m “ Medal,” * written upon the same principles with
‘Absalom and Achitophel,” but upon a narrower plan,

s less pleasure, though it discovers equal abilities in the
" r. The superstructure cannot extend beyond the
indation ; a single character or incident cannot furnish
4 many 1dm. as a series of events, or multiplicity
lgents Tlus Ppoem therefore, smee tlm han Mt ﬁ to
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mischief are such, that his best actions are but ma.blhtv gf !
wickedness, is very skilfully delineated and Btmnglf

coloured.

“ Power was his aim: but, thrown from that pretence, l
The wretch turn'd loyal in his own defence, :
And malice reconcil’d him to his Prince. j
Him, in the anguish of his soul, he serv'd;

Rewarded faster still than he deserv’d :

Behold him now exalted into trust;

His counsels oft convenient, seldom just.

Ev'n in the most sincere advice he gave, e
He had a grudging still to be a knave. -
The frauds he learnt in his fanatic years,

Made him uneasy in his lawful gears :

At least as little honest as he cou'd :

And, like white witches, mischievously good.
To this first bias, longingly, he leans ;

And rather would be great by wicked means.”’

The “Threnodia,” * which, by a term I am afraid neithes
authorized nor analogical, he calls “ Augustalis,” is
among his happiest productions. Its first and obviou
fect is the irregularity of its metre, to which th&
of that age, however, were accustomed. Wha.t 18 WOrse,
has neither tenderness nor dignity, it is neithes
nor pathetick. He seems to look round h1m for mag
which he cannot find, and what he has he distorts I
deavouring to enlarge them. He is, he says, petrifi *‘f
yr:{ but the marble sometimes relents, and ric 5 in
jo e
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.o the prayers of a nation for their dying sovereign, nor
s he serious enough to keep heathen fables out of his

ﬁh}glﬂﬂ A

“« With him th’ immumberable eroud of armed prayers
Knock'd at the gates of heaven, and knock'd aloud :
The first well-meanmg rude petitioners,

All for his life assail’d the throne,

All would have brib’d the skies by offering up their own.
So great a throng not heaven itself could bar :
'"Twas almost borne by force as in the giants war,

The prayers, at least, for his reprieve were heard ;
His death, like Hezekiah's, was deferr’d.” !

There is throughout the composition a degire of splendor
athout wealth. In the conclusion he seems too much
Jeased with the prospect of the new reign to have lamented
15 old master with much smcenty

He did not miscarry in this attempt for want of skill
dther in lyrick or elegiack poetry. His poem on the death
o Mrs. Killigrew,” is undoubtedly the noblest ode that our
amguage ever has produced. The first part flows with
itorrent of enthusiasm. Fervet immensusque ruit.” Al
he stanzas indeed are not equal. An imperial crown can-
ot be one continued diamond ; the gems must be held to-
#ther by some less valuable matter.

i IllhlB first ode for Cecilia’s day,’ which is lost in the
lendor of the second,’ there are passages which would
edlgmﬁeda.nyatherpoet TheﬁrBtMva

1 Ald. D. vol. ii. p. 93.
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and elegant, though the word dwapason 18 too technical, m
the rhymes are too remote from one another,

“ From harmony, from heavenly harmony,
This universal frame began:

When nature underneath a heap of jarring atoms lay,
And could not heave her head,

The tuneful voice was heard from high,
Arise ye more than dead.

Then cold and hot, and moist and dry,

In order to their stations leap,
And musick’s power obey.

From harmony, from heavenly harmony,
This universal frame began :
From harmony to harmony

Through all the compass of the notes it ran,
The diapason closing full in man.” '

4
| el & =
i | li' L e

1_

The conclusion is likewise striking, but it mcludel m
image so awful in itself, that it can owe little to poet
and I could wish the antithesis of musick 'zmtumng d
found some other place, a8

“ As from the power of sacred lays
The spheres began to move,

And sung the great Creator's praise g
To all the bless'd above. i
So when the last and dreadful hour e

This crumbling pageant shall devour, >
The trumpet shall be heard on high,
The dead shall live, the living die, i
And musick shall untune the sky*?

Of his skill in Elegy he has E“’en a spec A
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DRYDEN. 457

“ Though all these rare endowments of the mind
Were in a narrow space of life confin'd,

The figure was with full perfection crown'd :
Though not so large an orb, as truly round :

As when in glory, through the public place,
The spoils of conquer’d nations were to pass,
And but one day for triumph was allow'd,

The consul was constrain’d his pomp to erowd ;
And so the swift procession hurry'd on,

That all, though not distinctly, might be shown :
So in the straiten’d bounds of life confin’d,

She gave but glimpses of her glorious mind :
And multitudes of virtues pass'd along ;
Each pressing foremost in the mighty throng,
Ambitious to be seen, and then make room

For greater multitudes that were to come.

Yet unemploy'd no minute slipp'd away ;

Moments were precious in so short a stay.

The haste of heaven to have her was so great, '
That some were single acts, though each compleat ; -
And every act stood ready to repeat.” ’

- This piece, however, is not without its faults ; there is 5o
nuch likeness in the initial comparison, that there is no il
tion. As a king would be lamented, Eleonora was

“As when some great and gracions monarch dies,
Soft whispers, first, and mournful murmurs rise

Among the sad attendants; then the sound . .
Soon gathers voice, and spreads the news around,
Through town and country, till the dreadful blast
Is blown to distant colonies at last; ‘ b 86 &
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This is little better than to sayin praise of a shryl, that 1
it is as green as a tree, or of a brook that 1t watersa gal‘den,
as a river waters a country.

Dryden confesses that he did not know the lady whom he :
celebmtes the praase being therefore inevitably general,
fixes no impression upon the reader, nor excites any tey.
dency to love, nor much desire of imitation. Knowledged'
the subject is to the poet, what durable materials are to the
architect. ;

The “ Religio Laici,” ' which borrows its title from th;
“ Religio Medici” of Browne,” is almost the only work
of Dryden which can be considered as a voluntary effusion;
in this, therefore, it might be hoped, that the full eﬁum
of his genius would be found. But unhappily the subje
is rather argumentative than poetical: he intended only
specimen of metrical disputation.

1
i
3
g

“ And this unpolish’d rugged verse 1 chose,
As fittest for discourse, and nearest prose.”’

This, however, is a composition of great excellene ~f;-’]"
kind, in which the familiar is very properly diversifie
the solemn, and the grave with the humorous; m : W
metre has neither weakened the force, nor clouda&
spicuity of argument; nor will it be easy to ﬁm’l
example equally happy of this middle kind ai
which, though prosaick in some parts, rises tO

in others, and neither towers to the skies, nor ¢

S g
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gind and Panther, 7' the longest of all Dryden’s original
4 ems ; an allegory intended to comprize and to decide the
2 ptroversy between the Romanists and Protestants. The

4 _jeme of the work 18 injudicious and incommodious ;: for
| rhﬂt- can be more absurd than that one beast should
8 junsel another to rest her faith upon a pope and conncil ?
440 seems well enough skilled in the usual topicks of argu-
_' qent, endeavours to shew the necessity of an infallible
] udge, and reproaches the Reformers with want of unity ;
Mt is weak enough to ask, why since we see without
mowing how, we may not have an infallible judge without.
tnowing where.
The Hind at one time is afraid to drink at the common
ook, because she may be worried; but walking home
gith the Panther, talks by the way of the Nicene Fathers,
md at last declares herﬂe]f to be the Catholic church.
This absurdity was very properly ridiculed in the ** City
f' suse ” and ¢ Country Mouse ” of Montague and Prior ;
1C m tha detection and censure of the incongruity of the
i chiefly consists the value of their performance,
vhi , wha.tevm' reputation it might obtain by the help of
¥mporary passions, seems to readers almost a century
tant, not very forcible or animated.
'_ Pope, whose judgment was perhaps a little bribed by
L subject, used to mention this poem as the most correct
pecimen of Dryden’s versification. It was indeed wntten
then ha had completely formed his manner, and may be e
“*! to exhibit, negligence exm hﬂ M
ad ulmm scheme of metre. s s St
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« A milk-white Hind, immortal and unchang'd,
Fed on the lawns, and in the forest rang'd ;
Without unspotted, innocent within,

She fear'd no danger, for she knew no sin.

Yet had she oft been chac'd with horns and hounds
And Seythian shafts, and many winged wounds
Aim'd at her heart; was often forc'd to fly,

And doom’'d to death, though fated not to die,” '

These lines are lofty, elegant, and musical, notwith.-'}"'-
standing the interruption of the pause, of which the effect |
is rather increase of pleasure by variety, than offence bgr
ruggedness.

To the first part it was his intention, he says, to give !h
majestick turn of heroick poesy ;* and perhaps he might hln
executed his design not unsuccessfully, had not an opper-
tunity of satire, which he cannot forbear, fallen sometimes
in his way. The character of a Presbyterian, whose
emblem is the Wolf, is not very heroically majestick.

“ More haughty than the rest, the wolfish race
Appear with belly gaunt and famish'd face :
Never was so deform'd a beast of grace.

His ragged tail betwixt his legs he wears,
Close clapp'd for shame; but his rough crest he m o
And pricks up his predeatmatmg ears.” ’

His general character of the other sorts of beasts tl
never go to church, though spritely and kﬂen,
ever, not much of heroick poesy,

““ These are the chief; to number o'er ﬂm -_ ""‘
And stand like Adam naming ever S
Wera weary work  nor wﬂl the
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These gross, half-animated, lumps I leave :

Nor can I think what thoughts they can conceive ;
But if they think at all, 'tis sure no higher

Than matter, put in motion, may aspife ;

Souls that can scarce ferment their mass of ¢lay '
So drossy, so divisible are they, s
As would but serve pure bodies for allay : ‘
Such souls as shards produce, such beetle things
As only buz to heaven with evening wings ;
Strike in the dark, offending but by chance ;
Such are the blindfold blows of ignorance.

They know not beings, and but hate a name ;

To them the Hind and Panther are the same.”

One more 1nstance, and that taken from the narrative
wart, where style was more in his choice, will show how
seadily he kept his resolution of heroick dignity.

“ For when the herd, suffic'd, did late repair

To ferney heaths, and to their forest laire,

She made a mannerly excuse to stay,

Proffering the Hind to wait her half the way :
That, since the sky was clear, an hour of talk
Might help her to beguile the tedious walk.

With much good-will the motion was embrac'd,
To chat awhile on their adventures past:

Nor had the grateful Hind so soon forgot

Her friend and fellow-sufferer in the plot.

Yet, wondering how of late she grew estrang d,
Her forehead cloudy and her count’nance chang’d,
She thought this hour th’ occasion would present
To learn her secret cause of discontent,

thh waﬂ uhe hop'd, might be with ease m’&
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e

to diction more familiar and more suitable to dispute ‘ﬂ&

conversation ; the difference is not, however, very easily
perceived : the first has familiar, and the two others hyy,
sonorous. lines. The original inconguity runs throughth
whole ; the ng is now Cesar, and now the Lyon ; m
the name Pan is given to the Supreme Bemg _
But when this constitutional absurdity is forgiven, h
poem must be confessed to be written with great smooth.
ness of metre, a wide extent of knowledge, and an abm,
dant multiplicity of images ; the controversy is embelli |
with pointed sentences, dwermﬁed by illustrations, a,nd m
livened by sallies of invective. Some of the facts to wi
allusions are made, are now become obscure, and perhs
there may be many satirical passages little understoed
As it was by its nature a work of defiance, a compositi on
which would naturally be examined with the utm
acrimony of criticism, it was probably laboured vnth W
common attention ; and there are, indeed, few negligene
in the subordinate parts. The original 1mproprmty
the subsequent unpopularity of the subject, a.ddad
ridiculousness of its first elements, has sunk it inton
but it may be usefully studied, as an example of p
ratiocination, in which the argument suffers hﬁﬂe :
metre. | Ja
In the poem on “The Birth of the Prince ef
nothing is very remarkable but the exorbltamt lat
and that insensibility of the precipice on whi
was then standing, which the laumte apparently s
mth the rest of tha eourtmrs hont
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gl another by Holiday ; ' neither of them is very poetical.
stapylton 1s more smooth, and Holiday‘s 18 more esteemed
ior the learning of his notes. A new version was proposed
,» the poets of that time, and undertaken by them in con-
janction. The main design was conducted by Dryden,
shose reputation was such that no man was unwilling to
erve the Muses under him.

The general character of this translation will be given,
ghen it 1s said to preserve the wit, but to want the dig'njty
of the original. The peculiarity of Juvenal is a mixture
of gaiety and stateliness, of pointed sentences and declama.
wry grandeur. His points have not been neglected ; but
his grandeur none of the band seemed to consider as ne.
wssary to be 1mitated, except Creech,” who undertook the
thirteenth satire. It 1s therefore perhaps possible to give
a better representation of that great satirist, even in those

parts which Dryden himself has translated, some passages
excepted, which will never be excelled.

wd, 1669, according to the books of the Statiouers’ Company, 7he
Royal Choice. '

- ‘ Dryden, in the Essay on Satire, after quoting Holyday, proceeds :
“Thus far that learned critic, Barten Holyday, whose interpretation
wd illustrations of Juvenal are as excellent as the verse of his trans-
ltion and his English are lame and pitiful.” And Scott notes:
“The learned Barten Holyday was born at Oxford, in the end of the six-
lteenth century.” Wood says he was second to none for his poetry and
Wiblime fancy, and brings in witness his  smooth translation of rough
Mna,” made before he was twenty years of age. He wrote a !h!,,
Glled Technogamia, or the Marriage of the Arts, which was acted at

“ristchurch College before James L., and, though dulland
Miristchuret ege before James I., and, extremely dull and
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With Juvenal ' was published Persius,” translated Whol]
by Dryden. This work, though like all the other Pl‘édtm. A
tions of Dryden it may have shmmg parts, seems to have
been written merely for wages, in an uniform medmmty
without any eager endeavour after excellence, or laborigyg
effect of the mind. E

There wanders an opinion among the readers of
poetry,that one of these satires 18 an exercise of tho
school. Dryden says that he once translated it at school;
but not that he preserved or published the Juvm
performance. 5

Not long afterwards he undertook perhaps the mm
arduous work of its kind, a translation of Virgil, for WM
he had shewn how well he was qualified by his vemum
the Pollio,” and two episodes, one of Nisus and Eurvalus g
the other of Mezentius and Lausus. Eb *’»

Inthe comparison of Homer and Virgil, the discrimin J q :
excellence of Homer is elevation and compreh n "'
thought, and that of Virgil is grace and s or
diction. The beauties of Homer are thereforﬂ lifficul
be lost, and those of Virgil difficult to be retai
massy trunk of sentiment is safe by its solidity, bt ot
blossoms of elocution easily drop away. Thﬁ
having the choice of his own images, selects t
he can best adorn: the translator must, at &ﬂ
follow his original, and express thou@ﬁs vhi _
he would not have chosen. When to this pri ir :‘_ f |
is added the inconvenience of a lang'um ﬁa  ix
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§ All these obstacles Dryden saw, and all these he 4

| ormined to encounter. The expectation of his work s

2 mdoubtedly great ; the nation considered jts honour a:as

1 terested 1n the event. One gave him the different editinn-

¥ of his author, and another helped him in the Bubordiné,nt:
arts. The arguments of the sey ' :
i}, g o eral books were given him

The hopes of the publick were not disappointed. He
groduced, says Pope,’ the most noble and spirited translation ®
that I know wn any language. Tt certainly excelled whatever
nad appeared in English, and appears to have satisfied his
friends, and, for the most part, to have silenced his enemies
Milbourne, indeed, a clergyman, attacked it : but his out:
nges seem to be the ebullitions of a mind agitated by
stronger resentment than bad poetry can excite, and pre-
nously resolved not to be pl :

His criticism extends only to the Preface, Pastorals, and
Georgicks ; and, as he professes, to give his antagonist an
spportunity of reprisal, he has added his own version of the
arst and fourth Pastorals, and the first Georgick. The
Id. has forgotten his book; but since his attempt
fas given him a place in literary history, I will preserve a
‘pecimen of his criticism, by inserting his remarks’ on the
vocation before the first Georgick, and of his poetry, by

unexing his own version. |
Ver. 1. “ What makes a plenteous harvest, when to turn,

3 Jruitful soil, and when to sow the corn—It's unlucky,

y
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plenteous crop depends somewhat on the good method of
tillage, and where the land’s i1l manur 'd, the corn, withoyt
o miracle, can be but indifferent ; but the harvest may
be good which is its properest epithet, tho’ the husband.
man's skill were never so indifferent. The next sentence is
too literal, and when to plough had been Virgil's “‘W‘m&

and intelligible to every body; and when to sow the corny ﬂ
a needless addition.”

Ver. 3. “The care of sheep, of oxen, and of kine, jﬂ
when to geld the lambs, and sheer the swine, would as wgﬂ

have fallen under the cura boum, qui cultus habendo .“
pecort, as Mr. D’s deduction of particulars.”

Ver. 5. “ The birth and genius of the frugal bee, I .i!
Mew=cenas, and I sing to thee—But where did experientia
ever signify birth and genius? or what ground was th
for such a figure in this place? How much more man
Mr. Ogylby’s version ! Sa
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“ “ What makes rich grounds, in what celestial algm,
"Tis good to plongh, and marry elms with vines.
What best fits cattle, what with sheep agrees,
And several arts improving frugal bees,

I sing, Macenas.

Which four lines, tho’ faulty enough are yet mlmh L
the purpose than Mr. D’s six.’
Ver. 22 " Fram fields and mountains to my m

-‘ -_'-,.I.F 3 -:.._ X -
6 gy
8, 0] 5
b . Loy
".1:'-'.-&"--.-:1" :
' - T e -,_.ﬂr Liniel W e Tl
' ' 5 Ty - . § 1§ ST T
ot . A o ; o, ¥ WYY
E | ! et : N O . : E
¥ 1 [ e e E i < L o | bl Ty | e ! i als = # "
ll o ¥ e s - . T - N "ﬂJ-J:,.l L "- . b e - 3 o ‘F“.r' . e, e X ';:. s
- . P i s PR - S - ) - e i o =k D= e, 1 e o A P et Sa
ey b T a | B S S oL o = X . g e - e % g 3 3
= i LA _.H: (ST . N . A ] “_ i "h;"" . .__’: ramY e & - ,'r._.. h
I / it e LR L. - AL '. i N E ETS
r - WETRE §- e F f ¥ r - '
E, L H i e "'.':'“ B! *." T I o W aF A | B e - ¥ o il 1y = h ‘; 8 3 - 1‘;‘ w |-||I'||' lll- e
- I.! . » s L = A ""-.- 11 ..h- F - et b r‘: g= ay W a iy T‘ - i e . - o 4 -"-I 8 4—a




