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tound itself in danger from the Volscians, ALquians,
ILtruscans and other cnvious enemies. Six times
was he made onc of the tribunes, and five times did
he hold the officc of dictator. When the Gauls came
again, 1n the year 367, Camillus was called upon to
help his countrymen for the last time, and though he
was some fourscore years of age, he did not hesitate,
nor did victory desert him. The Gauls were de-
feated with great slaughter, and it was a long time
before they again ventured to trouble the Romans.
The second founder of Rome, after his long life of
warfare, died of a plague that carried away many of
the promineunt citizens in the year 365. His victories
had not all been of the same warlike sort, however.
“ Peace hath her victories no less renowned than
war, and Camillus gained his share of them.

Marcus Manlius, the preserver of the capitol, was
less fortunate, for when he saw that the plebeians
were suffering because the laws concerning debtors
were too severe, and came forward as patron of the
poor, he received no recognition, and languished in pri-
vate life, while Camillus was a favorite. He there-
fore turned to the plebeians, and devoted his large
fortune to relieving suffering debtors. The patricians
looking upon him as a deserter from their party,
brought up charges against him, and though he
showed the marks of distinction that he had won in
battles for the country, and gained temporary respite
from their emnity, they did not relent until his
condemnation had been secured. He was hurled
from the fatal Tarpeian Rock, and his house was
razed to the ground in the year 384.
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PEACE BETWEEN TIHE ORDERS. 109

Eight yecars after the death of Manlius (B.c. 370),
two tribunes of the plebeians, one of whom was Caius
Licinius Stoto, proposed some new laws to protect
poor debtors, whose grievances had been greatly in-
creased by the havoc of the Gauls, and after nine
more years of tedious discussion and effort, they
.were enacted (B.C. 367), and are known as the Licin-
ian lL.aws, or rather, Rogations, for a law before it
was finally passed was known as a rogation, and
these were long discussed before they were agreed
to. (Xogare, to ask, that is, to ask the opinion of
one.) , So great was the feeling aroused by this dis-
cussion, that Camillus was called upon to interfere,
and he succeeded in pacifying the city ; Lucius Sex-
tius was chosen as the first plebeian consul, and Camil-
lus, having thus a third time saved the state, dedi-
cated a temple to Concord. As a plebeian had been
made consul, the disturbing struggles between the
two orders could not last much longer, and we find
that the plebeians gradually gained ground, until at
last the political distinction between them and the
patricians was wiped out for generations. The laws
that finally effected this were those of Publilius, in
330, and of Hortensius, the dictator, in 280.

The period of the death of Camillus is to be re-
membered on account of several facts connected
with a plague that visited Rome in the year 305.
The people, in their despair, for the third time in the
history of the city, performed a peculiar sacrifice
called the Zectisternium (lectus, a couch, sternere, to
spread), to implore the favor of offended deities.
They placed images of the gods upon cushions or



110 4 BLAST FROM BEYOND THE NORTH.- WIND.,.

couches and offered them viands, as if the images
could really eat them. Naturally this did not effect
any abatement of the ravaging disease, and under
orders of the priests, stage plays were instituted as a
means of appeasing the wrath of heaven. The first
Roman play-writer, Plautus, did not live till a hun-
dred years after this time, and these performances
were trivial imitations of Etruscan acting, which thus
came to Rome at second-hand from Greece: but, as
the Romans did not particularly delight in intel-
lectual efforts at that time, buffoonery sufficed in-
stead of the wit which gave so much pleasure to the
cultivated attendants at the theatre of Athens.
Livy says that these plays neither relieved the minds
nor the bodies of the Romans; and, in fact, when on
one occasion the performances were interrupted by
the overflowing waters of the Tiber which burst into
the circus, the people turned from the theatre in
terror, feeling that their efforts to soothe the gods
had been despised. It was at this time that the
earth is said to have been opened in the forum by an
ecarthquake, and that Curtius cast himself into it as
a sacrifice; but, as we have read of the occurrence
before we shall not stop to consider it again. The
young hero was called Mettus Curtius in the former

instance, but now the name given to him is Marcus
Curtius.
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HOW THE REPUBLIC OVERCAME ITS NEIGHBORS.

WE have now reached the time when Rome had
brought under her sway all the country towards
Naples as far as the river Liris, and, gaining stréngth,
she is about to add materially to her territory and to
lay the foundation for still more extensive conquests.
During the century that we are next to consider, she
conquered her immediate neighbors, and was first
noticed by that powerful city which was soon to be-
come her determined antagonist, Carthage. It was
the time when the great Macedonian conquerof,
| Alexander, finished his war in Persia, and the men-
tion of his name leads Livy to pause in h’s narrative,
and, reflecting that the age was rem irkable above
others for its conquerors, to enquire what would
have been the consequences if Alexander had been
minded to turn his legions against Rome, after
having become master of the Eastern world. Alex-
: ander died, however, before he had an opportunity
" to get back from the East; but, as the old historian

says, it is entertaining and relaxing to the mind to
digress from weightier considerations and to em-
bellish historical study with variety, and he decides
that if the great Eastern conqucror had marched
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against Rome, he would have been defeated. While
Livy was probably influenced in this decision by that
desire to magnify the prowess of his country which
1s plainly seen throughout his work, we may agree
with him without fear of being far from correct,
especially when we remember that Alexander
achieved his great success against peoples that had
not reached the stage of military science that Rome
had by this time attained.. “ The aspect of Italy,” Livy
says, “ would have appeared to him quite different
from that of India, which he traversed in the guise of
a reveller at the head of a crew of drunkards * * *
Never were we worsted by an enemy’s cavalry, never
by their infantry, never-in open fight, never on equal
oround,” but our army “has defeated and will de-
feat a thousand armies more formidable than those
of Alexander and the Macedonians, provided that
the same love of peace and solicitude about domestic
harmony in which we now live continue permanent.”
This is what patriotism says for Rome, and we can
hardly say less, when we remember that when she
came into conflict with great Carthage, led by diplo-
matic and scientific Hannibal, she proved the victor.
We are, however, more interested now in what the
Roman arms actually accomplished than in enquiries,
however interesting, aboutwhatthey mighthavedone.
They subjugated the world, and that is enough for us.

One of the most favored and celebrated families in
the history of Rome for a thousand years was that
called Valerian, and at the time to which our
thoughts are now directed, one of the members
comes into prominence as the most illustrious gen-
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THE MAN WITH THE CHAIN. 113

cral of the era. Marcus Valerius Corvus was born
at about the time when the rogations of Licinius
Stolo becamc laws, and in early life distinguished
himself as a soldicr in an assault made on the Ro-
mans by the Gauls, who seem not to have all been
swept away for a long time. It was in the year 349.
The dreaded cnemy rushed upon Rome, and the
citizens took up arms in a mass. One soldier, Titus
Manlius, met a gigantic Gaul on a bridge over the
Anio, and after slaying him, carried off a massy
chain that he bore on his neck. Zvrguatus in Latin
means ‘“provided with a chain,” and this word was
added to the name of Manlius ever after. It was at
the same time that Marcus Valerius encountered
another huge Gaul in single combat, and overcame
him, though he was aided by a raven which settled
on his helmet, and in the contest picked at the eyes
of the barbarian. Corvus is the Latin word for
raven, and it was added to the other names of Va-
lerius. A golden crown and ten oxen were presented
to him, and the people chose him consul.

Corvus was no less powerful than popular. He
competed with the other soldiers in their games of
the camp, and listened to their jokes like a com-
panion without taking offence. He thus established
a2 bond between the two orders. Six times he served
. as consul, and twice as dictator. Never was such
2 man more needed than was he now.” At an un-
known period there had come down from the snowy
tops of the Apennines a strong people, known alter-
wards as Samnites, who now began to press upoil

3 the inhabitants of the region called Campania, in the
I
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midst of which is the volcano Vesuvius.®™ There, too,
were Cuma and Capua, of which we have had occa-
sion to speak, and Herculaneum and Pompeii; there
was Naples on its beautiful bay, and there was Pala-
opolis, the “old city,” not far distant (Vea, new, polzs,
city ; palaios, old, polis, city). This was a part of
Magna Greacia, which included many rich cities in
the southern portion of the peninsula, among which
were Tarentum, and there had been the earliest of the
Greek colonies, Sybaris, the abode of wealth and
luxury, until its destruction at the time of the fall
of the Tarquins.

The Campanians invoked the help of Rome against
their sturdy foes, and a struggle for the mastery of
Italy began, which lasted for more than half a cen-
tury, though there were three wars, separated by
intervals of peace. The first struggle lasted from
343 to 341, and is important for its first battle, which
was fought at the foot of Mount Gaurus, three miles
from Cuma. It is memorable because Valerius Cor-
vus, who lived until the Samnites had becn finally
subdued, was victorious, and the historian Niebuhr
tells us that though we find it but little spoken of, it
is onc of the most noteworthy in all the history

* Among the strange customs of the olden times in Italy was one
called wer sacrum (sacred spring). In time of distress a vow would be
made to sacrifice every creature born in April and May to propitiate
an offended deity. In many cases man and beast were thus offercd ;
but in time humanity revolted against the sacrifice of children, and
they were considered sacred, but allowed to grow up, and at the age of
twenty were sent blindfolded out into the world beyond the frontier

to found a colony wherever the gods might lead them. The Mamer-

tines in Sicily sprang from such emigrants, and it is supposed that the
Samnites had a similar origin,
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of the world, because it indicated that Rome was to
achieve the final success, and thus take its first step
towards universal sovereignty. After this victory
the Carthaginians, with whom Rome was to have a
desperate war afterwards, sent congratulations, ac-
companied by a golden crown for the shrine of
Jupiter in the capitol. It is said that at the time of
the expulsion of the Tarquins, the Romans and Car-
thaginians had entered into a treaty of friendship,
which had been renewed five years before the war
with the Samnites,but we are not certain of it.

The results of the burning of Rome by the Gauls
had not all ceased to be felt, and many of the ple-
belans were still suffering under the burden of debts
that they could not pay. A portion of the army,
composed, as we know, of plebeians, was left to
winter at Capua. There it saw the luxurious ex-
travagance of the citizens, and feclt its own burdens
more than ever by contrast. A mutiny ensued, and
though it was quelled, more concessions were made
to the plebeians, and their debts were generally
abolished. Meantime the Latins saw evidence that
the power of Rome was growing more rapidly than
their own, and they, therefore, determined to go to
war to obtain the equality that they thought the
terms of the treaty between the nations authorized
them to expect. The Samnites were now the allies
of Rome, and fought with her. The armies met
under the shadow of Mount Vesuvius. In a vision,
so the story runs, it had been foretold to the Romans
that the leader of one army and the soldiers of the
other were forfeited to the gods; and when, during
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the battle, the plebeian consul, Marcus Decius Mus,
who had been a hero in the previous war, saw that
his line was falling back, he uttered a solemn prayer
and threw himself into the thickest of the fight. By
thus giving up his life, as the partial historians like
to tell us that many Romans have done at various
epochs, he ensured victory on this occasion, and sub-
sequently the conquest of the world, to his country-
men. Other battles and other victories followed,
and the people of Latium became dependent upon
Rome. The last engagement was at Antium, an
ancient city on a promontory below Ostia, which,
having a little navy, had interfered with the Roman
commerce. The prows of the vessels of Antium
were set up in the Roman forum as an ornament to
the suggestum, or stage from which orators addressed
the people. This was called the rostra afterward.
(Rostra, beaks of birds or ships.)

Thus the city kept on adding to its dependents,
and increasing its power. In 329, the Volscians
were overcome and their long warfare with Rome
ended. Two years later, the Romans declared war
against Palaopolis and Neapolis, and after taking
the Old City, made a league with the New. One
war thus led to another, and as the Samnites, getting
jealous of the increasing power of their ally, had
aided these two cities, Rome declared war the sec-
ond time against them, in 326. It proved the most
important of the three Samnite wars, lasting upward
of twenty years. The aim of each of the combatants

seems to have been to gain as many allies as possi-
ble, and to lessen the adherents of the enemy. For
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this reason the war was peculiar, the armies of Rome
being often found in Apulia, and those of the enemy
being ever ready to overrun Campania.

Success at first followed the Samnite banners, and
this was notably the case at the battle of Caudine
Forks, fought in a pass on the road from Capua to
Beneventum (then Maleventum), in the year 32I,
when the Romans were entrapped and all obliged to
pass under the yoke. Such a success is apt to in-
fluence allies, and this tended to strengthen the
Samnites. It was not until seven years had passed
that the Romans were able to make decided gains,
and though their cause appeared quite hopeful, the
very success brought new troubles, because it led the
Etruscans to take part with the Samnites and to
create a diversion on the north. This outbreak 1is
said to have been quelled by Fabius Maximus Rullus,
(a general whose personal prowess is vaunted in the
highest terms by the historians of Rome,) who de-
feated the Etruscans at Lake Vadimonis, B.C. 3IO.
Success followed in the south, also, and in the year
304, Bovianum, in the heart of Samnium, which had
been before taken by them, fell into the hands of the
Romans and closed the war, leaving Rome the most

powerful nation in Central Italy.

Unable to overcome its northern neighbor, Sam-
nium now turned to attack Lucania, the country to
the south, which recached as far as the Tarentine
Gulf, just under the great heel of Italy. Magna
Graecia was then in a state of decadence, and Luca-
nia was an ally of Rome, which took its part against
Samnium, not as loving Samnium less, but as loving
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power more. lhe struggle became very general.
LThe Etruscans had begun a new war with Rome, but
were about to trcat for peace, when the Samnites
induced them to break off the negotiations, and
they attacked Rome at once on the north and the
south. The undaunted Romans struck out with
one arm against the Etruscans and their allics the
(Gauls on the north, and with the other hurled defi-
ance at the Samnites on the south. The war was
decided by a battle fought in 295, on the ridge of
the Apennines, near the town of Sentinum in
Umbria, where the allies had all managed to unite
their forces. On this occasion it is related that
Publius Decius Mus, son of that hero who had sacri-
ficed himself at Mount Vesuvius, followed his father’s
example, devoted himself and the opposing army to
the infernal gods, and thus enabled the Romans to
achieve a splendid victory.

The Samnites continued the desperate struggle
five years longer, but in the year 200 they became
subject to Rome ; their leader, the hero of the bat-
tle of the Caudine Forks, having been taken two years
previously and perfidiously put to death in Rome as
the triumphal car of the victor ascended the Capito-
line Hill. This is considered one of the darkest
blots on the Roman name, and Dr. Arnold forcibly
says that it shows that in their dealings with for-
eigners, the Romans “had neither magnanimity,
nor humanity, nor justice.”

The Etruscansand the Gauls did not yet cease their
wars on the north, and in 283 they encountered the
Roman army at the little pond, between the Cimin-
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THE VADIMONIAN POND. 119

ian Hiils and the Tiber, known as lL.ake Vadimonis,
on the spot where the Itrurian power had been
broken thirty years before by Ifabius Maximus, and
were defeated with great slaughter. The constant
wars had made the rich richer than before, while at
the same time the poor were growing poorer, and
after the third Samnite war we are ready to believe
that debts were again pressing with heavy force
upon many of the citizens. Popular tumults arose,
and the usual remedy, an agrarian law, was proposed.
There was a new secessicn of the people to the
Janiculum, followed by the enactment of the Hor-
tensian laws, celebrated in the history of jurispru-
dence because they deprived the senate of its veto
and declared that the voice of the people assembled
in their tribes was supreme law. Debts were abol-
ished or greatly reduced, and seven jugera of land
were allotted to every citizen. We see from this
that the commotions of our own days, made by so-
cialists, communists, and nihilists, as they are called,
are only repetitions of such agitations as those which
took place so many centuries ago.

In the midst of a storm in the especially boister-
ous winter season of the year 280, the waves of the
Mediterranean washed upon the shores of Southern
Italy a brave man more dead than alive, who was to
take the lead in the last struggle against the su-
premacy of Rome among its neighbors. The winds
and the waves had no respect for his crown. They
knew not that he ruled over a strong people whose
extensive mountainous land was known as the * con-
tinent, and that he had left it with thousands of
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archers and slingers and footmen and knights; and
that he had also huge clephants trained to war
beasts then unknown in Italian warfare, which he ex-
pected would strike horror into the cavalry of the
country he had been cast upon.

As we study history, we find that at almost every
epoch it centres about the personality of some
strong man who has either power to control, or sym-
pathetic attractiveness that holds to him those who
arc around him. It was so in this case. Pyrrhus,
King of Epirus, was born seven years after the great
Alexander died, and was at this time thirty-seven
years of age. Claiming descent from Pyhrrus, son of
Achilles, and being a son of ZAacides, he was in the di-
rect line the Kings of Epirus. He was also cousin
of an Alexander, who, in the year 332, had crossed
over from Lpirus to help the Tarentines against
the Lucanians, had formed an alliance with the
Romans, and had finally been killed by a Lucan-
ian on the banks of the Acheron, in 326, After
a varicty of vicissitudes, Pyrrhus had ascended the
throne of his father at the age of twenty-three,
and, taking Alexander the Great as his model, had
soon become popular and powerful. Aiming at
the conquest of the whole of Greece, he attacked
the king of Macedonia and overcame him. After
resting a while upon his laurels, he found a life
of inactivity unbearable, and accepted a request,
sent him in 281, to follow in the footsteps of his
cousin Alexander, and go to the help of the people
of Tarentum against the Romans, with whom they
were then at war. This is the reason why he was voya-
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oing in haste to Italy,and it was this ambition that
led to his shipwreck on a winter’s night.

Pyrrhus had a counsellor named Cineas, who
asked him how he would use his victory if he should
be so fortunate as to overcome the Romans, who
were reputed great warriors and conquerors of many
peoples. The Romans overcome, replied the king,
no city, Greek nor barbarian, would dare to oppose
me, and I should be master of all Italy. Well, Italy
conquered, what next? Sicily next would hold out
its arms to receive me, Pyrrhus replied. And, what
next ? These would be but forerunners of greater
victories. There are Libya and Carthage, said the
king. Then? Then, continued Pyrrhus, I should
be able to master all Greece. And then? continued
Cineas. Then I would live at ease, eat and drink all
day, and enjoy pleasant conversation. And what
hinders you from taking now the ease that you are
planning to take after such hazards and so much
blood-shedding? Here the conversation closed, {or
Pyrrhus could not answer this question.

Once on the Italian shore the invading king
marched to Tarentum, and found it a city of people
oiven up to pleasures, who had no thought of fight-
ing themselves, but expected that he would do that
work for them while they enjoyed their theatres,
their baths, and their festivities. They soon found,
however, that they had a master instead of a servant.
Pyrrhus shut up the theatres and was inflexible 1n
demanding the services of the young and strong 1n
the army. His preparations were made as promptly
as possible, but Rome was ahead of him, and her
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army was superior, excepting that the Grecians
orought elephants with them. The first battle was
vought on the banks of the river Liris, and the
elephants gave victory to the invader, but the valor
of the Romans was such that Pyrrhus is said to have
boasted that if he had such soldiers he could conquer
the world, and to have confessed that another such
victory would send him back to Epirus alone. It is
not to be wondered at, therefore, that he sent Cineas
to Rome to plead for peace. The Romans were on
the point of entering into negotiations, when aged
and blind Appius Claudius, hearing of it, caused
bimself to be carried to the forum, where he deliv-
ered an 1mpassioned protest against the proposed
action. So effectual was he that the people became
eager for war, and sent word to Pyrrhus that they
would only treat with him when he should withdraw
his forces from Italy. Pyrrhusthen marched rapidly
towards Rome, but when he had almost reached the
city, after devastating the country through which he
had passed, he learned that the Romans had made
peace with the Etruscans,” with whom they had
been fighting, and that thus another army was free to
act against him. He therefore retreated to winter
quarters at larentum. The next year the two
forces met on the edge of the plains of Apulia, at
Asculum, but the battle resulted in no gain to
Pyrrhus, who was again obliged to retire for the
winter to Tarentum. (B.C. 279.)

In the last battle the brunt of the fighting had
fallen to the share of the Epirots, and Pyrrhus was
not anxious to sacrifice his comparatively few re-
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maining troops for the benefit of the Tarentines.
Therefore, after arranging a truce with Rome, he
accepted an invitation from the Greeks of Sicily to
oo to their help against the Carthaginians. Ior two
years he fought, at first with success; but afterwards
he met repulses, so that being again asked to assist
his former allies in Italy, he returned, in 276, and for
two years led the remnants of his troops and the
mercenaries that he had attracted to his standard
against the Romans. His [talian career closed in
the year 274, when he encountered his enemy in the
neighborhood of Maleventum, and was defeated, the
Romans having learned how to meet the formerly
dreaded elephants. The name of this place was then
changed to Beneventum. Two years later still, in
272, Tarentum fell under the sway of Rome, which
soon had overcome every nation on the peninsula
south of a line marked by the Rubicon on the cast
and the Macra on the west,—the boundaries of Gallia
Cisalpina. (Cis, on this side, a/pina, alpine.)

Not only had Rome thus gained power and pres-
tice at home, but she had begun to come in contact
with more distant peoples. Carthage had offered to
~asist her after the battle of Asculum, sending a large
flect of ships to Ostia in earnest of her cood faith.
Now, when the news of the permanent repulse of the
proud king of Epirus was spread abroad, great
Ptolemy Philadelphus, the Egyptian patron of art,
literature, and science, sent an embassy empowered
to conclude a treaty of amity with the republic.
The proposition was accepted with earnestness,
and ambassadors of the highest rank were sent to
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Alexandria, where they were treated with extraordi-
nary consideration, and aliowed to see all the splen-
dor of the Egyptian capital.

Rome had now reached a position of wealth and
physical prosperity ; the rich had gained much land,
and the poor had been permitted to share the gen-
eral progress; commerce, agriculture, and, to. some
extent, manufactures had advanced. Rome kept a
firm hold upon all of the territory she had won, con-
necting them with the capital by good roads, but
making no arrangements for free communication be-
tween the chief cities of the conquered regions. The
celebrated military roads, of which we now can see
the wonderful remains, date from a later period, with
the exception of the Appian Way, which was begun
In 312, and, after the conquest of Italy was com-
pleted to Brundusium, through Capua, Tres Ta-
berna, and Beneventum. Other than this there
were a number of earth roads leading from Rome in
various directions. One of the most ancient of
these was that over which Pyrrhus marched as far as
Praeneste, known as the Via Latina, which ran over
the Tusculum Hills, and the Alban Mountain. The
Via Ostiensis ran down the left bank of the Tiber:
the Via Saleria ran up the river to Tibur, and was
afterward continued, as the Via Valeria, over the
Apennines to the Adriatic.

The population of Italy (at this time less than
three million)was divided into three general classes:
first, the Roman Citizens, comprising the members of
the thirty-three tribes, stretching from Veii to the
river Liris, the citizens in the Roman colonies, and
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in certain municipal towns; the Latin Name, includ-
ing the inhabitants of the colonies generally, and
<ome of the most flourishing towns of Italy ; and the
Allies, or all other inhabitants of the peninsula who
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ROMAN STREET PAVEMENT.

were dependent upon Rome, but liked to think that
they were not subjects. The Romans had been

made rich and prosperous by war, and were ready to
plunge into any new struggle promising additional

power and wealth.




AN AFRICAN SIROCCO.

ALL the time that the events that we have been
giving our attention to were occurring—that is to
say, cver since the foundation of Rome, another city
had been growing up on the opposite side of the Medi-
terrancan Sca, in which a different kind of civilization
had been developed. Carthage, of which we have
already heard, was founded by citizens of Phcenicia.
The early inhabitants were from Tyre, that old city
of which we read in the Bible, which in the earliest
times was famous for its rich commerce. How long
the people of Pheenicia had lived in their narrow

land under the shadow of great Libanus, we cannot
tell, though Herodotus, when writing his history,
went there to find out, and reported that at that
time Tyre had existed twenty-three hundred years,
which would make its foundation forty-five hundred
ycars ago, and more. However that may be, the
purple of Tyre and the glass of Sidon, another and
still older Pheerician city, were celebrated long be-
tore Rome was heard of. It was from this ancient
land that the people of Carthage had come. It has
been usual for emigrants to call their cities in a new
land “new,” (as Nova Scotia, New York, New Eng.
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land, New Town, or Newburg,) and that is the way
in which Carchage was named, for the word means,
m the old language of the Phcenicians, simply new
city, just as Naples was merely the Greek for new
city, as we have already seen.

Through six centuries, the pecople of Carthage had
been permitted by the mother-city to attend dili-
gently to their commerce, their agriculture, and to

A PH@ENICIAN VESSEL (TRIREME).

the building up of colonies along the southern coast
of the Mediterranean, and the advantages of their
position soon gave them the greatest importance
among the colonies of the Pheenicians. There was
Utica, near by, which had existed for near three
centuries longer than Carthage, but its situation was
not so favorable, and it fell behind. Tunes, now
called Tunis, was but ten or fifteen miles away;, but
it also was of less importance. The commerce of

Carthage opened the way for forecign conquest,
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and so, besides having a sort of sovercignty over
all the peoples on the northern coast of / frica,
she established colonies on Sardinia, Corsica, Sicily,
and other Mediterranean islands, and history does
not go back far enough to tell us at how early a date
she had obtained peaceable possessions in Spain,
from the mines of which she derived a not inconsid-
erable share of her riches.

Perhaps it may be thought strange that Carthage
and Rome had not come into conflict before the
time of which we are writing, for the distance be-
tween the island of Sicily and the African coast is so
small that but a few hours would have been occupied
in sailing across. It may be accounted for by the
{acts that the Carthaginians attended to their own
business, and the Romans did not engage to any ex-
tent in maritime enterprises. On several occasions,
however, Carthage had sent her compliments across
to Rome, though Rome does not appear to have
reciprocated them to any great degree; and four
formal treaties between the cities are reported, B.C.
509, 343, 306, and 27q.

It is said that when Pyrrhus, King of Epirus, was
about to leave Sicily, he exclaimed : “ What a grand
arena ™ this would be for Rome and Carthage to con-
tend upon!” It did not require the wisdom of an

* Arena in Latin meant ““ sand,” and as the cental portions of the

amphitheatres were strewn with sand to absorb the blood of the fight-
ing gladiators and beasts, an arena came to mean, as at present, any
open, public place for an exhibition. To the anclents, however, it
brought to mind the desperate combats to which the thousands of

spectators were wont to pay wrapt attention, and it was a much more
vivid word than it now is.
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oracle to suggest that such a contest would come
at some time, for the rich island lay just between the
two cities, apparently ready to be grasped by the
more enterprising or the stronger. As Carthage saw
the gradual extension of Roman authority over
Southern Italy, she realized that erelong the strong
arm would reach out too far in the direction of the
African continent. She was, accordingly, on her
guard, as she needed to be.

At about the time of the beginning of the war
with Pyrrhus, a band of soldiers from Campania,
which had been brought to Sicily, took possession of
the town of Messana, a place on the eastern end of
the island not far from the celebrated rocks Scylla
and Charybdis, opposite Rhegium. Calling them-
selves Mamertines, after Mars, one form of whose
name was Mamers, these interlopers began to extend
their power over the island. In their contests with
Hiero, King of Syracuse, they found themselves 1n
need of Lelp. In the emergency there was a fatal
division of counsel, one party wishing to call upon
Rome and the other thinking best to ask Carthage,
which already held the whole of the western half
of the island and the northern coast, and had for
centuries been aiming at complete possession of the
remainder. Owing to this want of united purpose
it came about that both cities were appealed to, and
it very naturally happened that the fortress cf the
Mamertines was occupied by a garrison from Car-
thage before Rome was able to send its army.

The Roman senate had hesitated to send help to

the Mamertines because they were people whom
K
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they had driven out of Rhegium, as robbers, six
years before, with the aid of the same Hiero, ot Syra-
cuse, who was now besieging them. However, the
people. of Rome, not troubled with the honest
scruples of the senate, were, under the direction of
the consuls, inflamed by the hope of conquest and ot
the riches that they expected would follow success,
and a war which lasted twenty-three years was the
result of their reckless greed (B.C. 264).

The result was really decided during the first two
years, for the Romans persuaded the Mamertines to
expel the Carthaginians from Messana, and then,
though besieged by them and by Hiero, drove them
both off, and in the year 263 took many Sicilian
towns and even advanced to Syracuse. Then Hiero
concluded a peace with Rome to which he was faith-
ful to the time of his death, fifty years afterward.
The Sicilian city next to Syracuse in importance was
Agrigentum, and this the Romans took the next
year, thus turning the tables and making themselves
instead of the Carthaginians masters of most of the
important island, with the exception of Panormus
and Mount Eryx, near Drepanum (B.C. 262).

The Carthaginians, beinga commercial people, were
well supplied with large ships, and the Romans now
saw that they, too, must have a navy. Possessing
no models on which to build ships of war larger than
those with three banks of oars,* they took advantage

* The ancient war vessels were moved by both sails and oars ; but
the oars were the great dependence in a ﬁght. At first there was but
one bank of oars; but soon there were two rows of oarsmen, seated
one above the other, the uppermost having long oars, After awhile
three banks were arranged, then four, now five, and later more, the




| o i

A CLUMSY NAVY. 131

of the fact that a Carthaginian vessel of five banks
(a quinguireme) was wrecked on their shores, and in
the remarkably short space of time of less. than two
months built and launched one hundred and thirty
vesscls of that size! They were clumsy, however,
and the crews that manned them were poorly trained,
but, nevertheless, the bold Romans ventured, under
command of Caius Duilius, to attack the enemy off
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A ROMAN WAR VESSEL.

the Sicilian town of Mylae, and the Carthaginians
were overwhelmed, what remained of their fleet be-
ing forced to seck safety in flight. The naval prestige

uppermost oars being of immense length, and requiring several men to
operate each. We do not now know exactly how so many ranges of

rowers were accommodated, nor how such unwieldy oars were man-
aged. The Athenians tried various kinds of ships, but concluded that
light and active vessels were better than awkward quinquiremes.
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of Carthage was destroyed. There was a grand cele-
bration of the victory at Rome, and a column
~dorned with the ornamental prows of ships was set
up in the forum. '

For a few years the war was pursued with but
little effect : but in the ninth year, when the favor-
ite Marcus Atilius Regulus was consul, it was de-
termined to carry it on with more vigor, to invade
Africa with an overwhelming force, and, if possible,
close the struggle. Regulus sailed from Economus,
not far from Agrigentum, with three hundred and
thirty vessels and one hundred thousand men, but
his progress was soon interrupted by the Cartha-
oinian fleet, commanded by Hamilcar. After one of

the greatest sea-fights of all time, in which the -

Carthaginians lost nearly a hundred ships and many
men, the Romans gained the victory, and found
nothing to hinder their progress to the African
shore. The enemy hastened with the remainder of
their fleet to protect Carthage, and the conflict was
transferred to Africa. Regulus prosecuted the war
with vigor, and, owing to the incompetence of the
generals opposed to him, was successful to an extra-
ordinary degree. Both he and the senate became
‘ toxicated to such an extent, that when the Cartha-
ginians made overtures for peace, only intolerable
terms were offered them. This resulted in prolong-
ing the war, for the Carthaginians called to their aid
Xanthippus, a Spartan general, who showed them
the weakness of their officers, and, finally, when his
army had been well drilled, offered battle to Regulus
on level ground, where the dreaded African elephants

.
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were of service, instead of among the mountains.
The Roman army was almost annihilated, and Regu-
lus himself was taken prisoner (B.C. 255).

The Romans saw that to retain a footing in Africa
they must first have control of the sea. Though the
flect that brought back the remains of the army of
Regulus was destroyed, another of two hundred and
twenty ships was made ready in three months, only,
however, to meet a similar fate off Cape Palinurus
on the coast of LLucania. The Romans, at Panormus
(now Palermo), were, in the year 250, attacked by
the Carthaginians, over whom they gained a victory
which decided the struggle, though it was continued
nine years longer, owing to the rich resources of the
Carthaginians. After this defeat an embassy was
sent to Rome to ask terms of peace. Regulus, who
had then been five years a captive, accompanied 1it,
and, it is said, urged the senate not to make terms.
e then returned to Carthage and suffered a terrible
death. The character given him in the old histories
and his horrible fate made Regulus the favorite of
orators for ages.

The Romans now determined to push the war vigor-
ously, and began the siege of Lilybaum (now Mar-
sala), which was the only place besides Drepanum, fif-
teen miles distant, yet remaining to the enemy on the
island of Sicily (B.C. 250). Itwasnot untiltheend of
the war that the Carthaginians could be forced from
these two strongholds. Six years before that time
(B.C. 247), there came to the head of Carthaginian
affairs a man of real greatness, Hamilcar Barca,
whose last name is said to mean lightning; but
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even he was not strong cnough to overcome the
difficulties caused by the faults of others, and in 241
he counselled peace, which was accordingly conclud-
ed, though Carthage was obliged to pay an enormous
indemnity, and to give up her claim to Sicily, which
became a part of the Roman dominion (the first
“province ’ so-called), governed by an officer annually
sent from Rome. Hamilcar had at first established
himself on Mount Ercte, overhanging Panormus,
whence he made constant descents upon the enemy,
ravaging the coast as far as Mount Atna. Suddenly
he quitted this place and occupied Mount Eryx,
another height, overlooking Drepanum, where he sup-
ported himself two years longer, and the Romans
despaired of dislodging him.

In their extremity, they twice resorted to the navy,
and at last, with a fleet of two hundred ships, defeated
the Carthaginians off the AZgusa Islands, to the west
of Sicily, and as the resources of Hamilcar were then
cut off, it was only a question of time when the ar-
mies at Eryx, Drepanum, and Lilybaum would be re-
duced by famine. It was in view of this fact that the
settlement was effected.

A period of peace followed this long war, during
which at one time, in the year 235, the gates of the
temple of Janus, which were always open during
war and had not been shut since the days of Numa,
were closed, but it was only for a short space. After
this war, the Carthaginians became involved with
their own troops, who arose in mutiny because they
could not get their pay, and Rome took advantage of
this to rob them of the islands of Sardinia and Cor-
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sica, and at the same time to demand a large addition
to the indemnity fund that had been agreed upon at
the peace (B.C. 227).  Such arbitrary treatment of a
conquered foe could not fail to beget and keep alive
the deepest feelings of resentment, of which, in after
years, Rome reaped the bitter fruits.

The Adriatic Sea was at that time infested with pi-
rates from Illyria, the country north of Epirus, just
over the sea to the east of Italy,and as Roman towns
suffered from their inroads, an embassy was sent to
make complaint. One of these peaceful messengers
was murdered by direction of the queen of the coun-
try, Teuta, by name, and of course war was declared,
which ended in the overthrow of the treacherous
queen. Her successor, however, when he thought
that the Romans were too much occupied with other
matters to oppose him successfully, renewed the pi-
ratical incursions (B.C. 219), and in spite of the other
wars this brought out a sufficient force {from Rome,.
The Illyrian sovereign was forced to fly, and all his
domain came under the Roman power.

Meantime the Romans had begun to think of the
extensive tracts to the north acquired from the Gauls,
and in 232 B.C., a law was passed dividing them among
the poorer people and the veterans, in the expecta-
tion of attracting inhabitants to that part of Italy.
The barbarians were alarmed by the prospect of the
approach of Roman civilization, and in 225, united
to make a new attack upon their old enemics. When
it was rumored at Rome that the Gauls were prepar-
ing to make a stand and probably intended to invade
the territory of their southern neighbors, the terrible
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days or the Allia were vividly brought to mind and
the greatest consternation reigned. The Sibylline or
other sacred books were carefully searched for coun-
sel in the emergency, and in obedience to instructions
therein found, two Gaulsand two Greeks (a man and
a woman of each nation) were buried alive in the Fo-
rum Boarium,® and the public excitement somewhat
allayed in that horrible way. A large army was im-
mediately raised, and sent to meet the Gauls at Ari-
minum on the Adriatic, but they avoided it by tak-
ing a route further to the west. They were met by
a reserve force, however, which suffered a great de-
feat, probably ncar Clusium. Afterwards the main
army effected a junction with another body coming
from Pisa, and as the Gauls were attacked on both
sides at once, they were annihilated. This battle
occurred near Telamon, in Etruria, not far from
the mouth of the Umbria. The victory was fol-
lowed up, and after three years, the whole of the
valley of the Po, betwecen the Alps and the Apen-
nines, was made a permanent addition to Roman
territory. Powerful colonies were planted at Pla-
centia and Cremona to secure it.

No greater generals come before us in the grand
story of Rome than those who are now to appear.

* The Forum PBoarium, though one of the largest and most cele-
brated public places in the city, was not a regular market surrounded
with walls, but an irregular space bounded by the Tiber on the west,
and the Palatine Iill and the Circus Maximus on the east. The
Cloaca Maxima ran beneath it, and it was rich in temples and monu-
ments, On it the first gladiatorial exhibition occurred, B.C. 264, and
there too, other burials of living persons had been made, in spite of the
iong-ago abolishment of such rites by Numa,
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(

One was born while the first Punic war was still
raging, and the other in the year 235, when the gates
of the temple of Janus were, for the first time in
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centuries, closed in token that Rome was at peace
with the world. Hannibal, the elder of the two was
son of Hamilcar Barca, and inherited his father's
hatred of Rome, to which, indeed, he had been
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bound by a solemn oath, willingly sworn upon the
altar at the dictation of his father.

When Livy began his story of the second war
between Rome and Carthage, he said that he was
about to relate the most memorable of all wars that
cver were waged; and though we may not express
ourselves in such general terms, it is safe to say that
no struggle recorded in the annals of antiquity, or of
the middle age, surpasses it in importance or in his-
torical interest. The war was to decide whether
the conqueror of the world was to be sclf-centred
Rome; or whether it should be a nation of traders,
commanded by a powerful general who dictated to
them their policy,—a nation not adapted to unite the
different pcoples in bonds of sympathy,—one whose
success would, in the words of Dr. Arnold, “have
stopped the progress of the world.”

Hannibal stands out among the famed generals of
history as one of the very greatest. We must
remember that we have no records of his own coun-
trymen to show how he was estimated among them;
but we know that though he was poorly supported
by the powers at home, he was able to keep together
an army of great size, by the force of his own per-
sonality, and to wage a disastrous war against the
strongest people of his age, far from his base of sup-
plics, in the midst of the enemy’s country. It has
well been said that the greatest masters of the art of
war, from Scipio to Napolcon, have concurred in
homage to his genius.

The other hero, and the successful one, in the
great struggle, was Publius Cornelius Scipio, who
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was born in that year when the temple of Janus was
closed. of a family that for a series of generations
had been noted in Roman history, and was to con-
tinue illustrious for generations to come.

Another among the many men of note who came
into prominence during the second war with Car-
thage was Quintus Fabius Maximus, a descendant
of that Rullus who in the Sabine wars brought the
names Fabius and Maximus into prominence. IHis
life is given by Plutarch under the name Fabius,
and he is remembered as the originator of the policy
of delay in war, as our dictionaries tell us, because
his plan was to worry his enemy, rather than risk a
pitched battle with him. On this account the
Romans called him Cunctator, which meant delayer,
or one who is slow though safe, not rash. He was
called also Owicula, or the lamb, on account of his
mild temper, and Verrucosus, because he had a wart
on his upper lip (Verruca, a wart).

The second Punic war was not so much a struggle
between Carthage and Rome, as a war entered 1nto
by Hannibal and carried on by him against the
Roman republic in spite of the opposition of his own
people; and this fact makes the strength of his
character appear in the strongest licht. Just at the
close of the first war, the Carthaginians had estab-
lished in Spain a city which took the name of New
Carthage—that is, New New City,—and had extended
their dominion over much of that country, as well as
over most of the territory on the south shore of the
Mediterranean Sea. Hannibal laid seige to the in-
dependent city of Saguntum, on the northeast of
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New Carthage, and, after several months of desperate
resistance, took it, thus throwing down the gauntlct
to Rome and completing the dominion of Carthage
in that region (B.C. 218). Rome sent ambassadors
to Carthage, to ask reparation and the surrender of
Hannibal : but “ War!"” was the only response, and
for seventeen years a struggle of the most determined
sort was carried on by Hannibal and the Roman
armies.

After wintering at New Carthage, Ilannibal
started for Italy with a great army. - Ile crossed the
Pyrenees, went up the valley of the Rhone, and
then up the valley of the Ist¢rc, and most probably
crossed the Alps by the Little St. Bernard pass. It
was an enterprise of the greatest magnitude to take
an army of this size through a hostile country, over
hich mountains, in an inclement season; but no
difficulty daunted this general. In five months he
found himself in the valley of the Duria (modern
Dora Baltea), in Northern Italy, with a force of
twenty thousand foot and six thousand cavalry (the
remains of the army of ninety-four thousand that
had left New Carthage), with which he expected to
conquer a country that counted its soldiers by the
hundred thousand. The father of the great Scipio
met Hannibal in the plains west of the Ticinus, and
was routed, retreating to the west bank of the Trebia,
where the Romans, with a larger force, were
again defeated, though the December cold caused
the invading army great suffering and killed all the
elephants but one. The success of the Carthaginians
led the Gauls to flock to their standard, and Hanni-
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bal found himself able to push forward with increas.
ING VIZOT.

Taking the route toward the capital, he met the
Romans at Lake Trasimenus, and totally routed them,
killing the commander, Caius Flaminius, who had
come from Arretium to oppose him. The defeat
was accounted for by the Romans by the fact that
Flaminius, always careless about his religious ob-
servances, had broken camp at Ariminum, whence
he had come to Arretium, though the signs had
been against him, and had also previously neglected
the usual solemnities upon his election as consul
before going to Ariminum. The policy of Hanni-
bal was to make friends of the allies of Rome, in
order to attract them to his support, and after his
successes he carefully tended the wounded and sent
the others away, often with presents. He hoped to
undermine Rome by taking away her allies, and after
this great success he did not march to the capital,
though he was distant less than a hundred miles
from it, because he expected to see tokens that his
policy was a success.

The dismay that fell upon Rome when it was
known that her armies had twice been routed, can
better be imagined than described. Thesenate came
together, and for two days carefully considered the
critical state of affairs. They decided that it was
necessary to appoint adictator, and Fabius Maximus
was chosen. Hannibal in the meantime continued
to avoid Rome, and to march through the regions on
the Adriatic, hoping to arouse the inhabitants to his
support. In vain were his efforts. LEven the Gauls

-
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seemed now to have forgotten him, and Carthage
itself did not send him aid. Fabius strove to keep
to the high lands, where it was impossible for Han-
nibal to attack him, while he harassed him or tried
to shut him up in some defile.

In the spring of the year 216, both parties were
prepared for a more terrible struggle than had yet
been scen. The Romans put their forces under one
Varro, a business man, who was considered the
champion of popular liberty. The armies met on
the field of Canne, on the banks of the river Aufidus
which enters the Adriatic, and there the practical
man was defeated with tremendous slaughter, though
he was able himself to escape toward the mountains
to Venusia, and again to return to Canusium. There
he served the state so well that his defeat was almost
forgotten, and he was actually thanked by the sen-
ate for his skill in protecting the remnant of the
wasted army.

The people now felt that the end of the republic
had come, but still they would not listento Hannibal
when he sent messengers to ask terms of peace. They
were probably surprised when, instead of marching
upon their capital, the Carthaginian remained In
comparative inactivity, in pursuance of his former
policy. He was not entirely disappointed this time,
in expecting that his brilliant victory would lead
some of the surrounding nations to declare in his
favor, for finally the rich city of Capua, which con-
sidered itself equal to Rome, opened to him 1ts gates,
and he promised to make it the capital of Italy
(B.c. 216). With Capua went the most of Southern
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Italy, and Hannibal thought that the war would
soon end after such victories, but he was mistaken.
Two other sources of help gave him hope, but at
last failed him. Philip V., one of the ablest mon-
archs of Macedon, who had made a treaty with Han.
nibal after the battle of Canna, tried to create a
diversion in his favor on the other side of the Adri-
atic, but his schemes were not energetically pressed,
and failed. Again, a new king of Syracuse, who had
followed Hiero, offered direct assistance, but he, too,
was overcome, and his strong and wealthy city taken
with terrible carnage, though the scientific skill of
the famous Archimedes long enabled its ruler to baffle
the Roman generals (B.C. 212). The Romansoverran
the Spanish peninsula, too, and though they were for
a time brought to a stand, in the year 210 the state
of affairs changed. A young man of promise, who
had, however, never been tried in positions of great
trust, was sent out. It was the great Scipio, who
has been already mentioned. He captured New
Carthage, made himself master of Spain, and was
ready by the year 207 to take the last stcp, as he
thought it would be, by carrying the war into Africa,
and thus obliging Hannibal to withdraw from Italy.
At home, the aged Fabius was mecantime thc
trusted leader in public counsels, and by his carcful
generalship Campania had been regained. Capua,
too, had been recaptured, though that enterprise had
been undertaken in spite of his cautious advice.
Hannibal was thus obliged to withdraw to Lower
Italy, after he had threatened Rome by marching
boldly up to its very gates. The Samnitcs and

ol Py I -
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Lucanians submitted, and Tarentum fell into the
hands of Ifabius, whose active career then closed.
He had opposed the more aggressive measures of
Scipio which were to lead to success, but we can
hardly think that the old commander was led to do this

PUBLIUS CORNELIUS SCIPIO AFRICANUS.

because, seeing that victory was to be the result, he
envied the younger soldier who was to achieve
the final laurels, though Plutarch mentions that
sinister motive. The career of Fabius, which had

opened at the battle of Cannae, and had been success-
1L
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ful ever since, culminated in his triumph after the
fall of Tarentum, which occurred 1n B.C. 209.

Now the Carthaginian army in Spain, under com-
mand of Hasdrubal, made an effort to go to the
help of Hannibal, and, taking the same route by the
Little St. Bernard pass, arrived in Italy (B.C. 208)
almost before the enemy was aware of its intention.
Hannibal, on his part, began to march northward
from his southern position, and after gaining some
unimportant victories, arrived at Canusium, where
he stopped to wait for his brother. The Romans,
however, managed to intercept the dispatches of
Hasdrubal, and marched against him, in the spring
of 207, after he had wasted much time in unsuccess-
fully besieging Placentia. The two armies met on
the banks of the river Metaurus. The Cartha-
sinians were defeated with terrible slaughter, and
the Romans felt that the calamity of Cannae was
avenged. Hasdrubal’'s head was sent to his brother,
who exclaimed at the sight: “1I recognize the doom
of Carthage!”

For four years Hannibal kept his army among the
mountains of Southern Italy feeling that his eftort
at conquering Rome had failed. Meantime Scipio
was making arrangements to carry out his favorite
project, though in face of much opposition from
Fabius and from the senate, which followed his lead.
The people were, however, with Scipio, and though
he was not able to make such complete preparations
as he wished, by the year 204 he had made ready to
set out from Lilybzum for Africa. At Utica he
was joined by his allies, and, in 203, defeated the
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Carthaginians and caused them to look anxiously
across the sea toward their absent general for help.
Pretending to desire peace, they took advantage of
the time gained by negotiations to send for Hanni.
bal, who reached Africa before the year closed, after
an absence of fifteen years, and took up his position
at Hadrumentum, where he looked over the field
and sadly determined to ask for terms of peace.
Scipio was desirous of the glory of closing the long
struggle, and refused to make terms, thus forcing
Hannibal to continue the war. The Romans went
about ravaging the country until, at last, a pitched
battle was brought about at a place near Zama, in
which, though Hannibal managed his army with his
usual skill, he was overcome and utterly routed.
He now again advised peace, and accepted less
favorable terms than had been before offered.
Henceforth Carthage was to pay an annual war-
contribution to Rome, and was not to enter upon
war with any nation in Africa, or anywhere else,
without the consent of her conquerors. Scipio re-
turned to Rome in the year 201, and enjoyed a
magnificent triumph, the name Africanus being at
the same time added to his patronymic. Other
honors werc offered him, but the most extraordinary
of them he declined to accept.

Hannibal, though overcome, stands forth as the
greatest general. At the age of forty-five he now
found himself defeated in the proud plans of his
youth; but, with manly strength, he refused to be
cast down, and set about work for the improvement
of his depressed city. It was not long before he



L SR T L L S -

143 AN AFRICAN SIROCCO.,

aroused the opposition which has often come to
public benefactors, and was obliged to flee from Car-
thage. From that time, he was a wanderer on the
earth. Ever true to his hatred of Rome, however,
he continued to plot for her downfall even in his
exile. He went to Tyre and then to Ephesus, and
tried to lead the Syrian monarch Antiochus to make
successful inroads upon his old enemy. Obliged to
flee in turn from Ephesus, he sought an asylum at
the court of Prusias, King of Bithynia. At last,
seeing that he was in danger of being delivered up
to the Romans, in despair he took his own life at
Libyssa, in the year 182 or 181. Thus ignominiously
ended the career of the man who stood once at the
head of the commanders of the world, and whose
memory is still honored for the magnificence of his
ambition in daring to attack and expecting to con-
quer the most powerful nation of his time.
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THE NEW PUSHES THE OLD—WARS AND CONQUESTS.

THERE were days of tumult in Rome in the year
195, which illustrate the temper of the times, and
show how the city and the people had changed, and
were changing, under the influence of two opposite
forces. A vivid picture of the scenes around the
Capitol at the time has been preserved. Men were
hastening to the meeting of the magistrates from
every direction. The streets were crowded, and not
with men chiefly, for something which interested the
matrons seemed to be uppermost, and women were
thronging in the same direction, in spite of custom,
which would have kept them at home; in spite even
of the commands of many of their husbands, who
were opposed to their frequenting public assemblies.
Not only on one day did the women pour out into
all the avenues leading to the forum, but once and
again they thrust themselves into the presence of
the law-makers. Nor were they content to stand or
sit in quiet while their husbands and brothers argued
and made eloquent speeches; they actually solicited
the votes of the stronger sex in behalf of a motion

that was evidently very important in their minds.
Of old time, the Romans had thought that women
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should keep at home, and that in the transaction ot
private business even they should be under the di-
rection of their parents, brothers, or husbands. What
had wrought so great a change that on these days
the Roman matrons not only ventured into the
forum, but actually engaged in public business, and
that, as has been said, in many instances, 1n opposi-
tion to those parents, brothers, and husbands who
were in those old times their natural directors? We
shall find the reason by going back to the days when
the cost of the Punic wars bore heavily upon the
state. It was then that a law was passed that no
woman should wear any garment of divers colors,
nor own more gold than a half-ounce in weight, nor
ride through the streets of a city in a carriage drawn
by horses, nor in any place nearer than a mile to a
town, except for the purpose of engaging in a public
religious solemnity. The spirited matrons of Rome
were ever ready to bear their share of the public bur-
dens, and though some thought this oppressive, but
few murmurs escaped them as they read the Oppian
law, as it was called, when it was passed, for the days
were dark, and the shadow of the defeat at Cannae
was bowing down all hearts, and their brothers and
parents and husbands were trembling, strong men
that they were, at the threatening situation of the
state. Now, however, the condition of affairs had
changed. The conquests of the past few years had
brought large wealth into the city, and was it to be
cxpected that women should not wish to adorn

themselves, as of yore, with gold and garments of
richness ?
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When now the repeal of the law was to be dis-
cussed, the excitement became so intense that people
forgot that Spain was in a state of insurrection, and
that war threatened on every side. Women thronged
to the city from towns and villages, and even dared,
as has been said, to approach the consuls and other
magistrates to solicit their votes. Marcus Porcius
Cato, a young man of about forty years, who had
been brought up on a farm, and looked with the
greatest respect upon the virtue of the olden times,
before Grecian influences had crept in to soften and
refine the hard Roman character, represented the
party of conservatism. Now, thought he, is an op-
portunity for me to stand against the corrupting
influence of Magna Graecia. He therefore rose and
made a long speech in opposition to the petition of
the matrons. He thought they had become thus
contumacious, he said, because the men had not
individually exercised their rightful authority over
their own wives. “ The privileges of men are now
spurned, trodden under foot,” he exclaimed, “ and
we, who have shown that we are unable to stand
against the women separately, are now utterly pow-
crless against them as a body. Their behavior is
outrageous. I was filled with painful emotions of
shame as I just now made my way into the forum
through the midst of a body of women. Will you
consent to give the reins to their intractable nature
and their uncontrolled passions? The moment they
had arrived at equality with you, they will have
become your superiors. 'What motive that common
decency will allow is pretended for this female insur-

|
|
|
|
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rection? Why, that they may shine in gold and
purple; that they may ride through our city in
chariots triumphing over abrogated law; that there
may be no bounds to waste and luxury! So soon
as the law shall cease to limit the expenses of the
wife, the husband will be powerless to set bounds to
them.” As the uttermost measure of the abasement
to which the women had descended, Cato declared
with indignation that they had solicited votes, and
he concluded by saying that though he called upon
the gods to prosper whatever action should be agreed
upon, he thought that on no account should the
Oppian law be set aside.

When Cato had finished, one of the plebeian tri-
bunes, Lucius Valerius, replied to him sarcastically,
saying that in spite of the mild disposition of the
speaker who had just concluded, he had uttered
some severe things against the matrons, though he
had not argued very efficiently against the measure
they supported. He referred his hearers to a book
of Cato’s,* called Origines, or * Antiquities,” in
which it was made clear that in the old times women
had appeared in public, and with good effect too.
“Who rushed into the forum in the days of Rom-
ulus, and stopped the fight with the Sabines?” he
asked. “Who went out and turned back the army
of the great Coriolanus? Who brought their gold
and jewels into the forum when the Gauls demanded
a great ransom for the city? Who went out to the
sea-shore during the late war to receive the ldaean

* Livy is authority for this statement, but it has been doubted if
Cato’s book had been written at the time,
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mother (Cybele) when new gods were invited hither
to reclieve our distresses? Who poured out their
riches to supply a depleted treasury during that
same war, now so fresh in memory? Was it not the
Roman matrons? Masters do not disdain to listen
to the prayers of their slaves, and we are asked,
forsooth, to shut our ears to the petitions of our
wives !

“1 have shown that women have now done no new
thing. I will go on and prove that they ask no
unreasonable thing. It is true that good laws should
not be rashly repealed ; but we must not forget that
Rome existed for centuries without this one, and
that Roman matrons established their high char-
acter, about which Cato is so solicitous, during that
period, the return of which he now seems to think
would be subversive of every thing good. This law
served well in a time of trial; but that has passed,
and we are enjoying the return of plenty. Shall our
matrons be the only ones who may not feel the
improvement that has followed a successful war?
Shall our children, and we ourselves, wear purple,
and shall it be interdicted to our wives? Elegances
of appearance and ornaments and dress are the
women’s badges of distinction; in them they delight
and glory, and our ancestors called them the women’s
world. Still, they desire to be under control of
those who are bound to them by the bonds of love,
not by stern law, in these matters. The consul just
now used invidious terms, calling this a female

‘secession,” as though our matrons were about to
seize the Sacred Mount or the Aventine, as the



SUSSANA~AVHH NVHNOYA




156 THE NEW PUSHES THE OLD.

plebeians did of yore; but their feeble nature is
incapable of such a thing. They must necessarily
submit to what you think proper, and the greater
your power the more moderation should you use in
exercising it.” Thus, day after day, the men spoke
and the women poured out to protest, until even
stern and inflexible Cato gave way, and women were
declared free from the restrictions of the Oppian law.

Cato and Scipio represented the two forces that
were at this time working in society, the one op-
posing the entrance of the Grecian influence, and the
other encouraging the refinement in manners and
modes of living that came with it, even encour-
aging ostentation and the lavish use of money for
pleasures. When Scipio was making his arrange-
ments to go to Africa, he was governor of Sicily,
and lived in luxury. Cato, then but thirty years old,
had been sent to Sicily to investigate his proceed-
ings, and act as a check upon him; but Scipio
seems to have been little influenced by the young
reformer, telling him that he would render accounts
of his actions, not of the money he spent. Upon
this Cato returned to Rome, and denounced Scipio’s
prodigality, his love of Greek literature and art, his
magnificence, and his persistence in wasting in the
gymnasium or in the pursuit of literature time which
should have been used in training his troops. Join-

ing Fabius, he urged that an investigating committee

be sent to look into the matter, but it returned
simply astonished at the efficient condition of the
army, and orders were given for prompt advance
upon Carthage.
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The influences coming from Greece at this time
were not all the best, for that land was 1n its period
of decadence, and Cato did well 1n trying to protect
his countrymen from evil. While literature in Greece
had rcached its highest and had become corrupt,
there had been none in Rome during the five centu-
cies of its history. All this time, too, there had been
but one public holiday and a single circus; but dur-
ing the interval between the first and second Punic
wars a demagogue had instituted a second circus and
a new festival, called the plebeian games. Other
festivals followed, and in time their cost became
exceedingly great, and their influence very bad.
Fights of gladiators were introduced just at the out-
break of the first Punic war, on the occasion of the
funeral of D. Junius Brutus, and were given after-
ward on such occasions, because it was believed that
the manes, the spirits of the departed, loved blood.
Persons began to leave money for this purpose in
their wills, and by degrees a fondness for the fright-
ful sport increased, for the Romans had no leaning
towards the ideal, and delighted only in those pur-
suits which appealed to their coarse, strong, and, in
its way, pious nature. Humor and comedy with
“them became burlesque, sometimes repulsive in its
grotesqueness. Dramatic art grew up during this
period. We have seen that dramatic exhibitions
were introduced in the year 363, from Etruria, at
a time of pestilence, but they were mere panto-
mimes. Now plays began to be written. Trust-
worthy history begins at the time of the Punic wars,
and the annals of Fabius Pictor commence with the
year 216, after the battle of Canne,
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Rome itself was changed by the increased wealth
of these times. The streets were made wider;
temples were multiplied; and aqueducts were built
to bring water from distant sources; the same Appius
who constructed the great road which now bears his
name, having built the first, which, however, disap-
peared long ago.  Another, forty-three miles in
length, was paid for out of the spoils of the war
with Pyrrhus, and portions of it still remain. With
the increase of wealth and luxury came also im-
provement in language and in its use, and 1in the year
254, studies in law were formally begun in a school
established for the purpose.

ACTORS MASKS.

The Romans had conquered Italy and Carthage,
and the next step was to make them masters of the
East. Philip V., King of Macedon, was, as we have
seen, one of the most eminent of monarchs of that
country. His treaty with Hannibal after the battle
of Cannz, involved him in war with the Romans,
which continued, with intermissions, until Scipio
was about to go over into Africa. Then the Romans
were glad to make peace, though no considerable
results followed the struggle, and it had indeed been
pursued with little vigor for much of the time. DBy
the year 200, Philip had becn able to establish him-
self in Greece, and the Romans were somew hat
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rested from the war with Carthage. The peace of
205 had been considered but a cessation of hostilities,
and both people were therefore ready for a new war.
There were pretexts enough. Philip had made an
alliance with Antiochus the Great, of Syria, against
Ptolemy Epiphanes, of Egypt, who applied to Rome
for assistance ; and he had sent aid to soldiers to help
Hannibal, who had fought at the battle of Zama.
Besides this he had attempted to establish his
supremacy in the Agean Sea at the expense of the
people of Rhodes, allies of Rome, who were assisted
by Attalus, King of Pergamus, likewise in league with
Rome.

The senate proposed that war should be declared
against Philip, but the people longed for rest after
their previous struggles, and were only persuaded to
consent by being told that if Philip, then at the
pitch of his greatness, were not checked, he would
follow the example of Hannibal, as he had been
urged to follow that of Pyrrhus. No great progress
was made i1n the war until the command of the
Roman army in Greece was taken by a young man
of high family and noble nature, well acquainted
with Greek culture, in the year 197. Flamininus, for
this was the name of the new commander, met the
army of Philip that year on a certain morning when,
after a rain, thick clouds darkened the plain on which
they were. The armies were separated by low hills
known as the Dog-heads (Cynocephala), and when
at last the sun burst out it showed the Romans and
Macedonians struggling on the uneven ground with
varying success. The Macedonians were finally de-
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feated, with the loss of eight thousand slain and five
thousand prisoners. In 196 peace was obtained by
Philip, who agreed to withdraw from Greece, to give
up his fleet, and to pay a thousand talents for the
expenses of the war.

At the Isthmian games, the following summer,
Flamininus caused a trumpet to command silence,
and a crier to proclaim that the Roman senate and
he, the proconsular general, having vanquished Philip,
restored to the Grecians their lands, laws, and liber-
ties, remitting all impositions upon them and with-
drawing all garrisons. So astonished were the people
at the good news that they could scarcely believe it,
and asked that it might be repeated. This the crier
did, and a shout rose from the pcople (who all stood
up) that was heard from Corinth to the sea, and
there was no further thought of the entertainment
that usually engrossed so much attention. Plutarch
says gravely that the disruption of the air was so
ogreat that crows accidentally flying over the race-
course at the moment fell down dead into it! Night
only caused the people to leave the circus, and then
they went home to carouse together. So grateful
were they that they frecd the Romans who had been
captured by Hannibal and had been sold to them,
and when Flamininus returned to Rome with a repu-
tation second only, in the popular esteem, to Scipio
Africanus, these freed slaves followed in the proces-
sion on the occasion of his triumph, which was one
of the most magnificent, and lasted three days.

Scarcely had Flamininus left Greece before the

Atolians, who claimed that the victory at Cyno-
M
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cephalae was chiefly due to their prowess, made a com.-
bination against the Romans,and engaged Antiochus
to take their part. This monarch had occupied Asia
Minor previously, and would have passed into Greece
but for Flamininus. This was while Hannibal was
at the court of Antiochus. The Romans declared
war, and sent an army into Thessaly, which over-
came the Syrians at the celebrated pass of Thermopy-
&, on the spot where Leonidas and his brave
three hundred had been slaughtered by the Persians
two hundred and eighty-nine years before (B.C. 191).
Lucius Cornelius Scipio, brother of Africanus, closed
the war by defeating Antiochus at Magnesia, in Asia
Minor, at the foot of Mount Sipylus (B.C. 190). The
Syrian monarch is said to have lost fifty-three
thousand men, while but four hundred of the Romans
fel. Antiochus resigned to the Romans all of Asia
west of the Taurus mountains, agreed to pay them
fifteen thousand talents, and to surrender Hannibal.
The great Carthaginian, however, escaped to the
court of Prusias, King of Bithynia, where, as we have
already scen, he took his own life. Scipio carried
immense booty to Rome, where he celebrated a
splendid triumph, and, in imitation of his brother
Africanus, added the name Asiaticus to his others.
The succeeding year, the Atolians were severely
punished, their land was ravaged, and they were re-
quired to accept peace upon humiliating terms.
Never again were they to make war without the con-
sent of Rome, whose supremacy they acknowledged,
and to which they paid an indemnity of five hundred
talents. At this time the most famous hero of later
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Grecian history comes before us indirectly, just as
the greatness of his country was sinking from sight
torever. Philopeemen, who was born at Megalopolis
in Arcadia (not far from the spot from which old
Evander started for Italy), during the first Punic war,
just before Hamilcar appeared upon the scene,
raised himself to fame, first by improving the armor
and drill of the Ach@an soldiers, when he became
chiet of the ancient league, and then by his prowess
at the battle of Mantinea, in the year 207, when Sparta
was defeated. He revived the ancient league, which
had been dormant during ithe Macedonian suprem-
acy; but in 188, he took fierce revenge upon Sparta,
for which he was called to account by the Romans:
and five years later, in 183, he fell into the hands of
the Messenians, who had broken from the league,
and was put to death by poison. It was in the same
year that both Hannibal and Scipio, the two other
great soldiers of the day died.®

Philip V. of Macedon followed these warriors to
the grave five years later, after having begun to
prepare to renew the war with Rome. His son
Perseus continued these preparations, but war did
-not actually break out until 171, and then it was
continued for three years without decisive result.
In 168 the Romans met the army of Perseus at
Pydna, in Macedonia, north of Mount Olympus, on
the 22d June,t and utterly defeated it. Perseus was

* See the Student’s Merivale, ch. xxv., for remarks about these

three warriors.
1 This date is proved by an eclipse of the sun which occurred at the
time. It had been foretold by a scientific Roman so that the army

should not see in it a bad omen,
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afterward taken prisoner and died at Alba. I‘rom
the battle of Pydna the great historian Polybius, who
was a native of Megalopolis, dates the complete
establishment of the universal empire of Rome,
since after that no civilized state ever confronted her
on an equal footing, and all the strugglesin which she
engaged were rebellions or wars with “ barbarians %
outside of the influence of Greek or Roman civiliza-
tion, and since all the world recognized the senate
as the tribunal of last resort in differences between
nations ; the acquisition of Roman language and
manners being henceforth among the necessary ac-
complishments of princes. Rome had never before
scen so grand a triumph as that celebrated by
Aimilius Paulus, the conqueror of Macedonia, after
his return. Plutarch gives an elaborate account of it.

In pursuance of its policy of conquest a thousand
of the noblest citizens of Achaa were sent to Italy to
meet charges preferred against them. Among them
was the historian Polybius, who became well ac-
quainted with Scipio Zmilianus, son by adoption
of a son of the conqueror of Hannibal. IFor seven-
teen years these exiles were detained, their numbers
constantly decreasing, until at last even the severe
Cato was led to intercede for them and they were
returned to their homes. Exasperated by their
treatment they were ready for any desperate en-
terprise against their conquerors, but Polybius
endeavored to restrain them. The historian went
to Carthage, however, and while he was away dis-
putes were stirred up which gave Rome an excuse
for interfering. Corinth was taken with circum-
stances of barbarous cruclty, and plundered of its
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priceless works of art, the rough and ignorant
Roman commander sending them to Italy, after
making the contractors agree to replace any that
might be lost with others of equal value! With
Corinth fell the liberties of Greece; a Roman prov-
ince took the place of the state that for six centuries
had been the home of art and eloquence, the intel-
lectual sovereign of antiquity ; but though overcome
and despoiled she became the guide and teacher of
her conqueror.

When Carthage had regained some of its lost
riches and population, Rome again became jealous of
her former rival, and Cato gave voice to the feeling
that she ought to be destroyed. One day in the
senate he drew from his toga a bunch of early figs,
and, throwing them on the floor, exclaimed : *“ Those

- figs were gathered but three days ago in Carthage;

so close is our enemy to our walls!”™ After that,
whenever he expressed himself on this subject, or
any other, in the senate, he closed with the words
“ Dclenda est Carthago,”—' Carthage ought to be
destroyed!” Internal struggles gave Rome at last
an opportunity to interfere, and in 149 a third Punic
war was begun, which closed in 146 with the utter
destruction of Carthage. The city was taken by
assault, the inhabitants fighting with desperation
from street to street. Scipio Aimilianus, who com-
manded in this war, was now called also Africanus,
like his ancestor by adoption.

For years the tranquillity of Spain, which lasted
from 179 to 153, had been disturbed by wars, and 1t
was not until Scipio was sent thither that peace was
restored. That warrior first put his forces into an
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offective condition, and then laid seige to the city of
Numantia, situated on an elevation and well fortified.
The citizens defended themselves with the greatest
bravery, and showed wonderful endurance, but were
at last obliged to surrender, and the town was levelled
to the ground, most of the inhabitants being sold as
slaves.

The great increase in slaves, and the devastation
caused by long and exhaustive wars, had brought
about in Sicily a servile insurrection, before the
Numantians had been conquered. It is said that the
number of those combined against their Roman
masters reached the sum of two hundred thou-
sand. In 132, the strongholds of the insurgents
were captured by a consular army, and peace
restored. The barbarism of Roman slavery had
nowhere reached such extremes as in Sicily.
Freedmen who had cultivated the fields were there
replaced by slaves, who were ill-fed and poorly cared
for. Some worked in chains, and all were treated
with indescribable brutality. They finally became
bandits in despair, and efforts at repression of their
disorders led to the open and fearful war. The same
year that this war ended, the last king of Pergamos
died, leaving his kingdom and treasures to the
Roman people, as he had no children, and Pergamos
became the “province” of Asia. Besides this,
Rome had the provinces of Sicily, Sardinia and Cor-
sica, Spain, Gallia Cisalpina, Macedonia, Illyricum,
Southern Greece (Achea), and Africa, to which was
soon to be added the southern portion of Gaul over
the Alps, between those mountains and the Pyre-
nees called Provincia Gallia (Provence).
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A FUTILE EFFORT AT REFORM.

ONE day when the conqueror of Carthage, Scipio
Africanus, was feasting with other senators at the
Capitol, the veteran patrician was asked by the
friends about him to give his daughter Cornelia to
a young man of the plebeian family of Sempronia,
Tiberius Gracchus by name. This young man was
then about twenty-five years old; he had travelled
and fought in different parts of the world, and had
obtained a high reputation for manliness. Just at this
time he had put Africanus under obligations to him
by defending him from attacks in public life, and the
old commander readily agreed to the request of his
friends. When he returned to his home and told
his wife that he had given away their daughter, she
upbraided him for his rashness; but when she heard
the name of the fortunate man, she said that
Gracchus was the only person worthy of the giit.
The mother's opinion proved to be correct. ‘The
young people lived together in happiness, and Cor-
nelia became the mother of three children, who car-
ried down the good traits of their parents. One of
these was a daughter named, like her mother, Cor-
nelia, who became the wife of Scipio Africanus the



i68 A FUTILE EFFORTI AT REFORM,

younger, and the others were her two brothers,
Tiberius and Caius, who are known as #Z¢ Gracchi.
Tiberius Gracchus lived to be over fifty years old,
and won still greater laurels in war and peace at
home and in foreign lands. Cicero says that he did
a great service to the state by gathering together on
the Esquiline the freedmen who had spread themselves
throushout the tribes, and restricting their franchise
(B.c. 169). Thus, Cicero thought, he-succeeded for
a time in checking the ruin of the republic.*

There was sad need of some movement to correct
abuses that had grown up in Rome, and the men
destined to stand forth as reformers were the two
Gracchi, sons of Cornelia and Tiberius. Their father
did not live to complete their education, but their
mother, though courted by great men, and by at
least one king, refused to marry again, and gave up
her time to educating her sons, whom she proudly
called her “jewels” when the Roman matrons,
relicved from the restrictions of the Oppian law,
boastfully showed her the rich ernaments of gold
and precious stones that they adorned themselves
with. The brothers had eminent Greeks to give
them instruction, and grew up wise, able and elo-
quent, though each exhibited his wisdom and ability
in a different way.

Tiberius, who was nine years older than his
brother, came first into public life.” He went to
Africa with his brother-in-law, when the younger
Africanus completed the destruction of Carthage,
and afterward he took part in the wars in Spain. It

* The freedmen had been confined to the four city tribes 1n 220 B.C,




'''''''

TIBERIUS GRACCHUS. 169

is said that, as he went through Etruria on his way
to Spain, he noticed that the fields were cultivated
by foreign slaves, working in clanking chains, in-
stead of by freemen ; and that because the rich had
taken possession of great ranges of territory, the
poor Romans had not even a clod to call their own,
though they had fought the battles by which the
land had been made secure. The sight of so much
distress in a fertile country lying waste affected
Tiberius very deeply, and when he returned to
Rome, he bethought himself that it was in opposi-
tion to law that the rich controlled such vast estates.
He remembered that the Licinian Rogation, which
became a law more than two hundred years before
this time, forbade any man having such large tracts
in his possession, and thought that so beneficent a
law should continue to be respected. He told the
people of Rome that the wild beasts had their
dens and caves, while the men who had fought and ex-
posed their lives for Italy enjoyed in it nothing more
than light and air, and were obliged to wander about
with their wives and little ones, their commanders
mocking them by calling upon them to fight “for
their tombs and the temples of their gods,”—things
that they never possessed nor could hope to have
any interest in. “ Not one among many, many
Romans,” said he, “ has a family altar or an ances-
tral tomb. They have fought to maintain the
luxury of the great, and they are called in bitter
irony the ‘masters of the world,” while they do not
possess a clod of earth that they may call their

own!”
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It was a noble patriotism that filled the heart
of T'iberius, but it was not easy to carry out a reform
like the one he contemplated. It may not have
appeared difficult to re-enact the old law, but we
must remember that, during two centuries of its
neglect, generations of men had peaceably possessed
the great estates, of which its enforcement would
deprive them all at once. Was it to be supposed
that they would quietly permit this to be done?
Was it just to deprive men of possessions that they
had received from their parents and grandparents
without protest on the part of the nation? Cornelia
urged Tiberius to do some great work for the state,
telling him that she was called the ‘“daughter of
Scipio,” while she wished to be known as the “mother
of the Gracchi.’” The war in Sicily emphasized the
troubles that Tiberius wished to put an end to, and
in the midst of it he was elected one of the tribunes,
the people hoping something from him, and putting
up placards all over the city calling upon him to take
their part.

The people seemed to feel sure that Gracchus was
intending to do something for them, and they
eagerly came together and voted for him, and when
he was elected, they crowded into the city from all
the regions about to vote in favor of the re-estab-
lishment of the Licinian laws, with some alterations.
They were successful, much to the disgust of the
aristocrats,” who hated Gracchus, and thenceforth

* Aristocrat is a word of Greek origin, and means one of a govern-
ing body composed of the best men (aristos, best) in the state, The

aristocrats came to be called also dptimatés, from optimus, the corre-
sponding Latin word for best,
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plotted to overthrow him and his power. For
a while, the lands that had been wrongfully occupied
by the rich were taken by a commission and returned
to the government.

When Attalus, the erratic king of Pergamus, left
his estates to Rome, Gracchus had an opportunity
to perform an act of justice, by refunding to the
rich the outlays they had made on the lands of
which they had been deprived. This would have
been politic as well as just, but Gracchus did not see
his opportunity. He proposed, on the other hand,
to divide the new wealth among the plebeians, to
enable them to buy implements and cattle for the
estates they had acquired.

It was easy at that excited time to make false ac-
cusations against public men, and to cause the
populace to act upon them, and, accordingly, the
aristocrats now stirred up the people to believe that
Gracchus was aspiring to the power of king, which,
they were reminded, had been forever abolished ages
before. No opportunity was given him to explain
his intentions. A great mob was raised and a street
ficht precipitated, in the midst of which three hun-
dred persons were killed with sticks and stones and
pieces of benches. Among them was Gracchus him-
self, who thus died a martyr to his patriotic plans

for the Roman republic.®

% The course of Gracchus was not understood at the time by all good
citizens ; and even for ages after he was considered a designing dema-
gogue, It was not until the great Niebuhr, to whom we owe so much
in Roman history, explained fully the nature of the agrarian laws
which Gracchus passed, that the world accepted him for the hero and

honest patriot that he was,
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Catus Gracchus was in Spain at the time of his
brother’s murder, and Scipio, his brother-in-law, was
there also. So little did Scipio understand Tiberius,
that when he heard of his death he quoted the
words of Minerva to Mercury, which he remembered
to have read in his Homer, “So perish he who doth
the same again!” The next year brother - and
brother-in-law returned from Spain, but Caius did
not seem to care to enter political life, and as he
lived in quiet for some years, it was thought that he
disapproved his brother’s laws. Little did the pub-
lic dream of what was to come.

Meantime Scipio became the acknowledged leader
of the optimates, and in order to keep the obnoxious
law from being enforced, proposed to take it out of
the hands of the commission and give it to the
senate. His proposition was vigorously opposed in
the forum, and when he retired to his home to pre-
pare a speech to be delivered on the subject, a num-
ber of friends thought it necessary to accompany
him as protectors. The next morning the city was
startled by the news that he was dead. His speech
was never even composed. No effort was made to
discover his murderer, though one Caius Papirius
Carbo, a tribune, leader of the opposing party, was
generally thought to have been the guilty one.

The eloquence of young Gracchus proved greater
than that of any other citizen, and by it he ingrati-
ated himself with the people to such an extent, that
in the year 123 B.C. they elected him one of their
tribunes. Though the aristocrats managed to have
his name placed fourth on the list, his force and
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