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INTRODUCTORY.

Tue world is continually being reminded
that in the arts of empire the English are
mere plagiarists, stupid plagiarists who have
spoilt what they have stolen. They have
not, so it is affirmed, one single original or
admirable quality. They were not great
discoverers like the Portuguese, or a great
Christianizing power like the Spaniards.
They have not the art of conciliating natives
like the French, nor even of making them-
selves beloved by their own colonists. They
have not even the wits to make their empire
pay like the Dutch. They roll up, every-
where, mountains of debt : they extort only
that they may squander. The single quality
that they possess in an abundant degree is

|
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neither rare nor original. Heav;Iz blooc.l—
suckers, they bestride the earth with their
_so-called empire like a nightmare ; the 'world
would be a sweeter place to live in without
them ; the amount of damage they have
wrought is as wide as the realm that they
have filched from their betters with so much
violence and fraud.

These pleasantries, oft repeated,” have
grown to have the weight of arguments;
and, indeed, they form a very ingenious
substitute for argument. For, if one would
answer them, it can only be done at the ex-
pense of much time and labour. Either one
must travel and see for one’s self whether
or no the British Empire deserves this heavy
indictment, or one must expend much time
in research at home, in order to judge
whether our predecessors and contempo-

raries merit such unqualified eulogium. Both
Courses take time to

of thoroughness, and
long task, by a ve
there are many Enp
are genuinely unapje

pursue with any measure
travelling is not only a
Y expensive one. Yet
glish-speaking folk who
to give in theijr adhesion
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l 4
E to the imperial idea, because their thoughts
] are so constantly disturbed by reflections
like these; and perhaps by even harsher
‘ comments, to all of which they can get no
' reply, except one that varies from the ‘retort

courteous’ to the ‘lie direct.’
Neither the ‘ retort courteous’ nor the ‘lie
E direct’ affords comfort to a troubled con-
| science ; it must have facts. It is not a
matter of very great difficulty to get at the
facts ; the requisite research, if wide, is not
profound, and can be compassed by any man
with a year’s leisure at his disposal. But the
number of men so fortunately placed is small,
and most men with a year's leisure at their
disposal prefer to spend it otherwise than in
confuting, with so much labour, a trouble-
: some political antagonist. Such men, we
reflect, can always be voted down, British
fashion, when the time comes:; and in the
meantime we may rest contented to differ

from them.

But the man with a troubled conscience is
not to be so put off; he is usually a man
without great means or leisure, but before he
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votes he will know whether he is _ justiﬁ.ed in
voting. It is with a view to helping hlle to
decide whether or not the British Empire is
the thing of darkness that many would have
us believe it to be that the present imperfect
attempt at history is put forward. Four only
of our predecessors in empire have been
selected for study—Portugal, Spain, France
and Holland. It may be well reasoned that
there are but four European nations who
have preceded us in this work ; for although
Genoa and Venice were mighty and wealthy
States, they hardly rose to the position of
what we understand to-day by an Empire.
They were, rather, highly successful and
sumptuous trading corporations. Their in-
difference to their neighbours was proverbial :
and it was chiefly in consequence of her long-
pursued policy of selfish isolation that Venice,
when she fell, fe]] without a regret, and that

manding position.

Extension of territory
Was not much o

ght by these wealthy
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Republics ; and it is precisely extension of
territory—extraordinary extension of territory
—that is the great feature of all modern
empires. Beyond the great days of Genoa
and Venice we come to the Middle Ages,
linked by the holy Roman Empire to the
ancient world ; none of which_epochs have
any lesson for the England of to-day. ]
The great extension of British territory
that is known as the British Empire has, of
course, largely been achieved at the expense
of her predecessors ; so that we shall have to
consider whether the authority to which we
have succeeded was more nobly exercised
than our own, and also whether we displaced
our predecessors in a manner so reprehensible
that no conscientious man can honestly desire
to see our empire endure any longer. Sup-
posing the verdict of history to be, on the
whole, in favour of England, we shall then
consider what lessons we may draw from the
efforts of our predecessors ; and how far a
_ contemplation of their successes and failures
-~ may help us to consolidate our own power.

Tht'_: first European Empire of the modern
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. point of time was that of Portugal :
it is also the most interesting. It was,
almost exclusively, the handiwork of the
Portuguese monarchs : in fact, we may say
that the history of Portugal is the history of
its kings. They were very wise kings, and
the world was better for their work. There
came a time, however, in the history of the
royal stock, when the statesman merged in
the fanatic. The change coincided with a
critical period in the history of the empire,
and proved to be an additional and most
dangerous source of weakness. The collapse
of Portugal followed with extraordinary
rapidity, and she has never recovered her
old position. Her former empire included
what is now the Republic of Brazil and the
Dutch East Indies; but what remains is still
large enough to be called a Colonial Empire,
and the question whether it is good for the

| world that that empire should grow and

- | Pprosper must be answered in the affirma-
tive.

With the exception of their religious
fanaticism (and one must admit that that is

T
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a large exception) the Portuguese Empire
was a clear gain to the world. [y would be
most desirable, in the interests of humanity,
that the Portuguese should successfully
develop their empire. There js not much
room for further expansion either in India
or Africa; but there is abundant room for
development. On whatever lines that de-
velopment took place, it would result in a
realm of a very different type from any other
now struggling to life in Africa: and that
would be highly advantageous, Variety of
excellence is more and more needed every
day as the world is gradually overrun by
mankind.

A revived Portuguese Empire is only a
possible event if the Portuguese can make
up their minds to follow their King. That
is the plain lesson of history. As for sup-
Posing that there is any particular virtue in,
for example, 2 republican form of govern-
ment, that endows it with greater expansive
force than it can hope to acquire while
trammelled with the form of a monarchy,
'-hi‘lt IS a mere figment of the historical
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theorist. Nor, seeing how serious are the
troubles that follow a change of governmen'f,
is it any longer honest to urge the experi-
ment. The plain truth is, that what we call
representative government suits England to
perfection ; and in a modified degree it suits
some countries that are akin to us in blood.
But it is startling to see how easily the
machinery is thrown out of gear; and in
Latin countries it has proved only a very
moderate success. The East abhors it; and
when we come to a Latin country in no
small degree orientalized by infusions of
Eastern blood, we are not surprised to find
that it is practically a failure.

These are general reflections, and in the
particular example of Portugal, history shows
us that the country has really no chance of
future greatness except from trusting itself
to a leader. Fate has been kind to the
country and has given her a King, who, in
all human probability, ought to reign for
another fifty years; if Portugal is to be
mighty again, he must rule as well as reign.
That is the simple issue before the Portuguese
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people. If they are contented with things as
they are, it is well ; but if they would have
an empire, it is their King, and their King
only, who can make it for them.

The extent of territory that was once
Portuguese and is now English is very
small. All the Eastern Archipelago went
to the Dutch; but Ceylon was once Portu-
guese ; although, inasmuch as it had been
Dutch for many generations before we
captured it, there is no reason to count jt
as a Portuguese colony lost to England.
Goa, Diu and Daman we might have had
over and over again had we chosen. They
still remain Portuguese, and it is to be hoped
that they will grow in wealth and strength.
Why they are not English will be variously
explained. Some will venture to assert that
it is from the courtesy of the strong towards
@ temporarily enfeebled neighbour. Others
will say that it is from obedience to some
dark and cruel policy, the full iniquity of
which has not yet been disclosed.

As regards our future relations, there is no
feason why they should not be friendly, and

2
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even intimately friendly. Portugal has no
grudges against England ; England has no
reason to be otherwise than sincerely glad
at any change for the better in the outlook
for Portugal. We are old allies by policy,
and old connections by blood. What is
often quoted as a drawback to the advance
of Portugal, the infusion of foreign blood, is
surely — considering the climates and the
countries where her work must be carried
~on—an advantage ; and no inconsiderable
- one. Whether Portugal will seize her
- opportunity is one of the most interesting
~ problems of the day. :

\ If Portugal has no reason to owe England
@ grudge, Spain has even some reason to
mﬂt over her. For if we have taken
ltlthmg from Portugal, we made two grand
- conquests, not to mention Gibraltar, from
. Spain—Cuba and the Philippines— and
- were compelled to restore th b

: em both under
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Spain as with Portugal ; our present interests
do not clash, and there are no grounds for
bitter feeling arising from past history.
Before we quit this part of our subject, we
must recall for a moment the Peninsular
War. Surely, if ever one nation laid another
~under an obligation, England was, at the
commencement of the century, in that position
towards Spain and Portugal.

We now come to the question whether the
Empire of Spain was a blessing or a curse to
the world. It required for its foundation the
mutilation of two great peoples, and the total
obliteration of two highly interesting civiliza-
tions. This is an unpromising beginning ;
but it is usually excused on the ground that
Spain converted her American subjects to
Christianity.  This, certainly, is an excuse
that no Christian will undervalue. It de-
mands a closer study of the history of the
conquest ; and, unfortunately, the more
closely we examine it, the more deplorable
it looks. Whether is the better, we ask
ourselves, to be a pagan like the Inca, or to
be a lamentable wretch of a Christian like

2—2
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. Pizarro? These mountains of corpses, these
B e of gore, are they, in very truth, fitting
 witnesses of the faith in whose name the
:  mass is daily lifted heavenward, and the
‘calvary stands by the roadside ?
~ On the less debatable ground of political
- advantage we may perhaps find the justifi-
~ cation of the conquest. Unfortunately the
case is even clearer. Spanish South America
is a by-word in modern times for disorder ;
~ and the nightmare of Spanish dominion lasted
 for three hundred years. If we inquire why
it fell, the answer is, that it is a marvel that
it endured as long as it did ; for there really
was no reason why it should stand. It had
no cohesive force, and no principle of life.
- It was held together by sheer terror, by the
- menace of a relentless despotism acting from
~ avast distance over seas.
- We must admit that the work of the
o :ﬂinquem was done thoroughly : the terror-
~ lzng was complete. For Spain was in
W@E decadence for fully a century and
‘2 half before her dependencies dreamed of

=

.. _- @' their allegiance ; so fearful had

T —
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however, to be impossible to extirpate a
~ breed of the force of the ancient Mexicans
and Peruvians.

~ After two generations of disorder, some-
ing like settled government is now return-
to South and Central America; the
ation of which (in so far as can be seen
any degree of clearness through such a
) is chiefly Indian. But, however that
be, it seems abundantly clear that from
ate of the conquest down to the revolt
‘the Spanish Colonies, there was no pro-
s whatever made on the South American
nent ; so that the net result of the
sh Empire was to retard a continent
 three centuries. As a set-off, the conti-
nt is, nominally at least, and perhaps more
nominally, Christian. If that be all in
» the claim of Spain as a civilizing power
rank very high ; if there be any other
that a nation has, then Spain must be
ssed to have failed in all of them.
effect, Spain was an Asiatic power of
old conquering, exterminating type. In
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all essential features of conduct there is
nothing whatever to distinguish the Con-
quistadores from those numerous chieftains
of Central Asia who have, throughout long
centuries, gone forth from their highlands
and steppes conquering and to conquer.
Through seas of blood they waded to the
domination of the gentler races of the South.
Tartars and Seljuks and Moguls and Turks
and Afghans have all founded, and in the
ages to come, perhaps, many other races may
found again, empires of the Spanish type.
It is idle to assert that Spain should be
marked off from these peoples by reason of
her religion. Granted that the Spanish is
religious, so is the Turk, deeply, fanatically
religious. His revelation is different, but
his spirit is the same.

.It is a far cry from Baghdad to Lima,
quite as far as from London to Calcutta ;
nevert-heless, that is the track by which the
East invaded the West, and even the Far
West. The spirit of the Orient, sweeping
"1_0“8 the north of Africa, desolating the
churches on its Way, crossed the narrow
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straits and entered Spain. After a conflict
of many centuries, it was apparently expelled ;
but far from being thrust back into Africa, it
had entered into the very soul of the Spaniard.
Crossing the Atlantic, though by now it had
changed its name and called itself Christian,
it fell on the fair pagan dominions of America,
as of old it had fallen on Persia and Meso-
potamia, and repeated in Mexico the abomi-
nations of Tamerlane on the Tigris.

This is the grand invasion of the West by
the East; just as the British Empire is the
grand invasion of the East by the West. /
This is the broad distinction between
Portugal and England on the one hand,
and Spain on the other. Portugal (though
i sadly shorn of her glory) and England (still
4 in the full tide of success) are of the West ;
; Spain is of the East. _
E We now come to the lost Empire of
France, which, in its potentialities, actually
makes up the greater part of the British
Empire; and we must not suppose that
France will ever forgive us for having taken
it away. There is, however, this reservation
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to be made, that the Colonial Empire of

France was not a great national movement,

so perhaps the resentment against England

for its loss will not be either national or

enduring ; but that is rather a hope than a

conviction. Still there remains the fact that
. in the past, as in the present, it is to the
8 intelligence and the imagination of a few
highly-placed men that France owed and
owes her Colonial Empire ; not to the eager
rush of her sons to the uttermost parts of
the earth. The sense of grandeur was
perhaps, to a certain extent, national: but
the loss and disappointment certainly were
not,

The question of the capacity of France for
colonizing is one of the extremest complexity.
It seems hardly conceivable that a nation
capable of so many and varied achievements
should really be unable to colonize ; and yet
somethir}g like that conclusion s forced upon
» b_-"' history. By slow degrees, and with
infinite m:lrsing, the French did indeed found
:et;(;nséi;'i‘bli colony of their own blood

e awrence.  All their other
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settlements outside France seem to have a
certain flavour of artificiality. Even Canada
is not a settlement of such freshness or
distinctiveness as to make us feel that the
world has suffered a loss in the check that
French colonization received from England.
When we come to empires founded on the
domination of other races, the case is even
stronger.

In days gone by, the French were con-
spicuous for the affection that they inspired
in native races. It was the great distinction
that marked them off from the English.
The position appears to be reversed to-day.

None the less is France determined to
persevere. Like England, she has lost one
empire only to found another. England
lost her American Colonies; but Australia,
New Zealand, Tasmania, South Africa, and
immense extensions in India, have far more
than made up for that great loss. France
lost Canada and the nascent Empire of
India ; she has, since the commencement of
this century, acquired an immense territory
in South Eastern Asia, another in Northern
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~ Africa, another (which she hopes to unite.to
 the first) in Western Africa, and quite
recently the most important island of Mada-
gascar. This is surely a mark of the most
exuberant vitality. But it is even more
~ astounding when we reflect that she is at
- the same time facing the greatest naval
~ power on sea and the greatest military power
~ on land; while bearing the burden of a
 national debt twice the size of that of
England.
France has so often astonished the world
that she may well do so again. But to face
England and the Continent together proved
to be too much for her in the days of Louis
~ the Great, and too much for her again in the
days of Napoleon the Great. To that task
- she has added to-day the burden of an
~ immense empire over-seas. There are set-
: assuredly ; but the task is Titanic,
theless. The work of Eungland is
ely light.

be to the world's advantage that each
1 sh attain to its highest point of
thus presenting to ) other
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- peoples the stimulating spectacle of great
varieties of excellence, it is much to be
regretted that so much of the former colonial
Empire of France should have merged in
that of England. The world would appear
to have lost much in not possessing some
realm outside France where Frenchmen have
stamped the genius of their country on a
new soil, and under new conditions.

But the idea of the loss is quite illusory ;
for, as a matter of history, France has never
nor 1s she doing so to-day. Frenchmen are
far too happy and contented in their own
enchanting country to travel far afield. The
grave and absorbing work of empire-making
is irksome to a people so home-loving and
affectionate. So, while the voice of ambition
fitfully urges Frenchmen on to settle abroad,
the voice of France is ever calling them
home.

Although we can hardly expect French-
men to admit it, that kind of empire that
Most attracts them—the exercise of dominion
OvVer native kings and races—is what they
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: . appear to be even less suited. for than
T ¥ colonizing by settlement. Egypt is the e
complete demonstration of this position.
The work was done, with the exception of
the last touch. True, a minister hung back ;
but what of that? English ministers are
always hanging back. It is not by one,
or by a hundred incapable ministers—and
England has had quite that number in her
time—that a race is to be kept back that
‘has empire in its blood.

So, though we may trace the loss of the
French-Indian Empire to this source or the
other, the teaching of history is very plain,
that even if it had been safely founded, it
could not have endured for long; and the
probability is that it would eventually have
become English in spite of the delay of a
century, or perhaps a little more,

~ We now come to the last of our great
.?lwgsr:—}iolland, and we must draw
@ great distinction between the Dutchman
f:ﬂhmneand the Dutchman abroad, between
°rs founding their independence and
s founding their empire. The




INTRODUCTORY 23

revolt of Holland against Spain is almost,
if not quite, the noblest episode of modern
history. It is largely to Holland that we
of the North owe it that for three hundred
years the desolating breath of Spanish tyranny
has not come nigh our shores.

The Dutchman’s protest in favour of civil
and religious liberty is immortal, and until,
as may duly happen in the course of
centuries, the present stage of the world’s
civilization comes to its close, Holland must
hold the first place among the liberators of )
the world. It is the more strange that a/
nation of such exalted patriotism, such
warmth of religious feeling, and such a
keen sense of justice, should display so little
nobility when she enters on her grand period.

It was not that Holland was bloodthirsty ;
far, very far indeed, was Holland from
that offence. It was simply that Holland
‘sweated,” in the modern phrase, her depen-
dencies. She set to work as if saying,
* Hollanders have had a hard life at home ;
they shall have an easy life now.” Her
- religious feelings do not seem to have re-
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strained her from exploiting her Eastern
TR TR subjects to the fullest possible extent. Rath.er,
they seem to have stimulated her in carrying
ey on her oppressions. The fierce old Hebrew
= sentiment ‘The Lord hath delivered them
into our hands ' exactly describes her attitude.
She ‘worked them for all they were worth.’
Without employing this shop-keeping ex-
pression it is difficult to exactly describe
how entirely the Dutch looked on their vast
empire as a commercial enterprise. There
was no question of raising the natives in
material comfort or intellectual calibre ; their
sole reason for existing was that they might
make fat fortunes for Dutchmen : so long as
they were alive they could contribute to that
end, and there was no other end to which
they could contribute—no other end, at any
rate, that a Dutchman cared to recognize.
The rebellion against Spain was the
_ --Du.tchman's work ; the founding of the
~empire was his pleasure ; the Dutchman
was grim in his pleasure. Holland, the
oble little country, is, and must be for
‘@ beacon to all who seck light for




INTRODUCTORY 25

noble aim and noble endeavour: but the
Dutch Empire, whatever it may be now,
was an abominable exhibition of selfishness.
So, to return to the considerations with
which this chapter commenced, the con-
scientious hesitator may surely take comfort
from the contemplation of the lost empires
that have preceded our own. The empire
most like our own was that of Portugal ; its
downfall is to be deplored, and its revival
hoped for. That of Spain was simply
Asiatic, a mighty offshoot of the Orient,
mﬁfng out even across the Atlantic. It
has fallen, as all Oriental empires fall, never
to rise again. Other States may build on its
ruins, but when once the flame has burnt
out, there is no rekindling the ashes. Both
these two were national enterprises, the one
breathing the West, the other the East.
But the lost empire of France was not a
national enterprise ; nor is the modern
émpire of France. Both, though mighty
in extent, were of comparatively feeble
vitality. They certainly were not of any

- damage to the cause of progress, but they,
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equally certainly, have not much inspiring
force, being but artificial creations themselves.

The empire of Holland, though called an
empire, was simply an immense commercial
enterprise. It was conducted on the strictest,
and even the sharpest, business principles.
The vast enrichment of Hollanders is, no
doubt, an agreeable result for Holland, but
the process is not interesting or elevating to
onlookers, and the means by which it was
attained are generally condemned by all
conscientious hesitators, being precisely those
which England is most constantly and unfairly
accused of employing.

Assuredly the British Empire is not perfect
—nobody but a * Jingo ’ would pretend that it
was. But its existence is, on the whole, an
advantage to the world, and it is far in
aflvance of any of its predecessors, from
\y‘hatever point of view we consider it. If
it has benefited or enriched Englishmen, it
has also benefited and enriched the men of
other nations, and if it is ever to close its

doors to them it will only be under foreign
compulsion that it will do so,
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I1.
THE LOST EMPIRE OF PORTUGAL.

M. pe Cuamrort relates that when the
English Ambassador at Lisbon was asked
what was the difference between a Spaniard
and a Portuguese, he replied, ‘If you take
away all a Spaniard’s good qualities, what is
left is a Portuguese.’

M. de Chamfort was a professional collector
of good stories ; and, of course, it was not to
be expected that he should give up such a
good illustration of British insolence from
any pedantic scruples as to whether it was
likely to be true or not. So he duly en-
shrined it in his collection: and the fable
has no doubt contributed not a little towards
the unfavourable view of the English char-
acter that prevails on the Continent.

—2

-
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But if the anecdote is a fable—as it almost
certainly must be—the question is pertinent ;
and if the fable could ever have been nar-
rated with anything approaching a semblance
of truth, it was during the eighteenth century,
the period to which Chamfort ascribes it,
and at which date the Portuguese Monarchy
touched its lowest point of feebleness. But
the Portuguese Monarchy is a good deal
older than the eighteenth century, and has
a history of such not merely comparative,
but absolute, grandeur and heroism that a
mere moment of degradation —such as a
generation or so of time in a life centuries
long—may be made the occasion of a feeble
joke, but cannot be made anything else if
we are attempting to estimate a nation’s

qualities.

The men of our generation have no good
reason to speak with respect of Portugal,
unless they are members of the very small
class of historical students. This is a com-
mercial age : and Portugal has no claims to
consideration on account of her commercial
achievements, for she is chronically bankrupt.
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i ——————— S

Fighting has been always in fashion, but
Portugal has done no fighting since the
Peninsular War, where she certainly dis-
tinguished herself highly; but the over-
shadowing greatness of the Duke of Wel-
lington has made us forget her achievements,
although the Duke himself always did justice
to them. This is an age in which every
country prides itself on its internal adminis-
tration and the security afforded to travellers,
and Portugal, unfortunately, is not remarkable
for either.

There is no surer sign of a country’s real
grandeur than a quick eye for great char-
acters. In days gone by Portugal was con-
spicuous among the nations for knowing a
great man when she saw one. It was not
only that she did honour to her own great
men (of whom she had a plentiful crop) ; not
content with them, she welcomed with open
arms the eager spirits of other nations who
tame to cast in their lot with hers.

No nation can long remain in this state of
noble enthusiasm, so we need not inquire
why Portugal no longer attracts and retains
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the services of accomplished foreigners.
Such wide sympathies so widely indulged in
make rare moments of grandeur in a nation's
history.

But where are the great men of Portugal’s
own breeding to-day—the soldiers, above
all, the colonial administrators? Such men
there still must be in that land of heroic
_ memories, and one very great man, at least,
we know that there is. Inasmuch as in
Portugal the destiny of the throne and the
destiny of the people are one, we must, even
at the risk of impertinence, recall the history
of the years 1889 to 1897. The spirit of
Henry the Navigator and John the Perfect
is still there to guide the Portuguese if they
have not yet quite lost their old infallible
instinct for great men. Never had Portugal
greater need of that instinct; let her look
overseas. The Empire of Brazil has fallen -
and the miserable Government that succeeded
it has become a mere derelict, dangerous to
others, incapable of directing itself. As to
‘golden Goa,” let anyone who has sailed from
Bombay down the western coast of India
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remember what ‘golden Goa’ was like—or
even Panjim—and he will need a stronger
dose of historic imagination than most men
possess to enable him to realize that Portugal
was once mighty and may yet be mighty
again.

Of all the lost empires, that of Portugal
is the most interesting, and the most fruitful
in lessons to existing empires. And this
not only because it was romantic to an un-
pa.ralleled degree but because in the con-

____

ditions of its rise and its prosperity it more
exactly resembles the British Empire than
any  other of the lost empires of history ; and
Enghshmen, ‘who seemingly know so well
how to found empires, may, by studying the
lost empire of Portugal, learn how best to

avoid losing them. It is not much in the"
Englishman’s way to learn from reading—he
learns from experience mostly ; but we cannot
afford to learn from experience how empires
are lost, so, if we would know, we must needs
learn from history.

It seems to be the destiny of small king-
doms adjacent to mighty neighbours to be ab-
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sorbed in the territory of the latter. Scotland
merged in England, Burgundy in .France-—
of late the process has gone on with extra-
ordinary rapidity, and famous States and
Monarchies have been absorbed by the dozen
to make up the great empire of Germany,
" and, as some may think, the essentially
greater kingdom of Italy. How comes it
that Portugal remains independent of Spain ?
Unless—as men are only too apt to do—we
hastily and superficially conclude that both
Spaniard and Portuguese are worthless and
worn-out types, and that Portugal is only not
absorbed by Spain either because she is not
worth absorbing, or because Spain has not
the requisite strength or ambition—unless we
are content with this entirely erroneous view,
we shall have to conclude that some con-
siderable difference between the two types
does exist, and that the Portuguese has a
native sturdiness that we have overlooked.
This, or something like this, is the view that
history leads us to. To appreciate the
mighty Portuguese Empire, how it arose, and
the forces that could overcrow its vigour,
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and produce its decline, we must perforce
trace the Portuguese race to its source.

Portugal has no natural boundaries, like
the Rhine, the Alps, or the Pyrenees, that
seem to mark off certain territories for the
habitat of different races. Everything was
against the probability of a separate kingdom
being carved out of the western portion of
the peninsula; and the distinctive national
existence of Portugal, as well as her subse-
quent expansion into an empire, is due to
two causes : firstly, the vigour and sagacity
of her rulers, whether as kings, or, later
on, as emperors, in all but the name; and,
secondly, the courage and tenacity of the
people. So we come back to the question,
What was the Portuguese people ?

Without exhausting the subject, we may
say that it was an amalgam of a pre-historic
tribe and some Celtic invaders, strongly
coloured with Roman influence and Latin
blood, and overlaid by Visigoth.

So far, there is not much to distinguish the
Portuguese from the early Briton ; and the
reproach—if it be a reproach—of * mongrel,”



36 LOST EMPIRES OF THE MODERN WORLD

which is freely levelled at the Portuguese by
undiscerning critics, is perhaps less applicable
to this race than to any other of the Aryan
races of Europe. In the mouth of an English-
man, who is probably the greatest mongrel
of Europe, and therefore the most _success_f_ul
of “modern types, the epithet is particularly
absurd. The difference between the British
and the Portuguese type at the end of the
fifth century a.p. probably amounted to this :
that in Portugal the Roman element was the
stronger, whereas in England various other
invading strains combined with the native
breed to overpower the Roman stock. The
influence of the discipline of the Great
Republic was equally great on the minds
and habits of thought of the two peoples.
But in Portugal Rome, in addition, stamped
her impress on the language and the laws of
the people, so that the Portuguese definitely
entered the Latin family of nations while
England remained definitely outside. The

. Pheenician colonies were never more than

trading settlements, either in the Scilly Isles
or at Carthagena, and, though there are




THE LOST EMPIRE OF PORTUGAL 37

more traces of Phcenicia in Portugal than
in England, the sum total of Semitic in-
fluence was insignificant in either case.

When all is said, the Roman was a dull
fellow ~ He was brave, fierce even : a good
soldier and, according to his lights, a good
citizen, if a coarse human being. But he
lacked fire. In the arts and in literature he
could only imitate ; in science he invented
nothing ; commerce he despised. He was
supreme in the one intellectual pursuit where
hard and commonplace minds do mostly
triumph—the study and practice of law.
How comes it, then, that the Portuguese—
up to the fifth century more Roman than
anything else — distinguished himself in
history by deeds which transcended the
flights of the wildest imagination > Whence
came the unrivalled tact with which he
founded and governed successfully, and
under the most varied conditions, empires
in Brazil and the Indies? What turned
Lisbon into the commercial capital of Europe,
and produced the lofty literature of Camoens?

These are essentially romantic perform-
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ances, and, though we derive our word
‘romantic’ from the city on the Tiber,
romantic is the last thing in the world that
any Roman either was or desired to be. He
was of the earth, earthy.

The determining strain in the Portuguese
race—the strain that decided its destiny—
seems to have come from the desert.

The Saracens did not enter Portugal as
invaders ; they were invited over the Straits
to be the make-weight in a domestic quarrel.
But, once there, they founded kingdoms.
They were not ardent proselytizers, and they
took the greater hold of the country in con-
sequence. There were numerous converts
from Christianity to Islam, just as, later on,
the process was reversed. But it must be
confessed that the conversions to Islam have
more the external appearance of willing con-
versions than those from Islam to Christianity.
There were many of both kinds, throughout
centuries. The Saracens made good and
capable rulers ; they brought a high, if some-
what exotic, civilization with them;
were tolerant and sumptuous,

they
Portugal
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prospered under them, and the national char-
acter took a deep tinge of Saracenic culture
and ideas, not only from the natural impulse
to imitate and admire their rulers, but from
the influence, at once more direct, more subtle,
and more lasting, of constant intermarriage in
all ranks of life.

Extreme precocity, both intellectual and
physical, is the great feature of contrast
between East and West. When the star
of the East is in the ascendant, the results
of this precocity seem almost miraculous to
the Western mind.

The great Mussulman kingdom of Southern
India was founded by a slave in an oasis,
rose to a height of glory whose mere remains
are the wonder and delight of travellers,
decayed and fell into ruins—all within the
period between Richard III. and James II.
The Saracen dominion in Africa and Spain
took somewhat longer to found and develop,
and its decline was more gradual ; perhaps
for these reasons its influence persisted
longer.

When the grasp of the Caliphate was re-
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laxed, the Emirs of Portugal proclaimed
themselves independent, and became, in
their castles, in no way different, except in
religion, from the Christian chiefs in their
castles. Except in religion—there lay all
the difference. That was an age of religious
wars, and it was not to be expected that
Moslem noble and Christian noble would
settle down side by side, content with no
more and no greater excitement than an
occasional raid on each other’s territory
afforded. Had they been so easily satisfied,
the civilization of Portugal would have de-
veloped on all fours with the civilization of
Northern Italy—the Italy of the Montagus
and Capulets, of Sforzas and Viscontis—it
might have been as great, but it would have
been no greater.

But Europe was aflame with religious, or
pseudo-religious, zeal ; and the chieftains of
Portugal were soon arrayed, not, as every-
where else, each man against his neigh-
bour, but Christian against Moslem. It was
an age of knight-errantry. From all over
Northern Europe came knight adventurers,
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with their trains of followers, great and small,
to aid in the Holy War: and when the
struggle was over, and the Portuguese
people, burnt and hammered into unity,
stood before the world as a nation, a new G
and valuable stock of Northern blood had |
found its way into the national amalgam. /

The ultimate fate of Islam is made the
subject of many facile speculations. It is
customary to speak of the faith as ‘ decadent.’
It is true that since the Turks were driven
from the gates of Vienna the boundaries of
Mussulman kingdoms have everywhere re-
ceded. Turkey in Europe has dwindled
to one-sixth of her size at the commencement
of this century. Her former fiefs along the
southern shore of the Mediterranean have
mostly fallen under Christian domination.
Persia has grievously dwindled in power
and population.

All this no doubt represents a period of
serious retrogression that has already endured
for two centuries. And as faith and conquest
are closely allied in the creed of Islam, the
waning of faith is followed by a more plain
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diminution of temporal authority than would
attend a similar lukewarmness among Chris-
tians. Probably the present languor of Islam
is not greater than the languor of Christi-
anity in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, and against this languor we have
to set two great facts. The first is the
rapid and steady progress made by Islam in
Central and Western Africa, where Mussul-
man missionaries are yearly gaining over
whole tribes of excellent fighting material
to the creed of Mahomet. The second is
the Mahdist revolt in Eastern Africa. By
the efforts of England this revolt has now
been rounded off into an episode. But the
rise of the Mahdi was exactly one of those
volcanic movements which have before now
changed the face of continents, and may do
so again. Undoubtedly, if it had not been
for England, the Mahdi would have overrun
Egypt, Turkey in Asia, and even if he had
been turned back from Constantinople his
FovsTment might have had an indefinite
expansion into Central Asia. It was from
one of these outbursts of heroic endeavour,
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and the answering exaltation called forth
from Christendom, that the kingdom of
Portugal was born.

When William of Normandy was parcel-
ling England among his knights, the Por-
tuguese tribes, a sturdy remnant, were
struggling for dear life against the Moslem,
and bravely holding their own in the northern
provinces of what we now call Portugal.
Their feeble ones had long since been
weeded out by war, and much of their
country depopulated. Those that remained
were hardy, simple folk, pious without
bigotry, excellent husbandmen, excellent
men of the chase, excellent warriors.

Besides this assemblage of native virtues,
they had drawn from the blood of their
enemies the seeds of an adventurous and
romantic temper. All that they needed to
mould them into a mighty nation was a
leader. He came to them from Northern
Europe : Henry, a Burgundian Crusader,
married to a daughter of their over-lord of
Gallicia, by whom he had a son, Affonso.
These were the first leaders of the Portu-

4
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guese, the moulders of their tfharacter on
national lines, the founders of their monarchy.
Count Henry brought the dari.ng, restless
spirit of the Crusader; .h_is wx.fe II'I‘O.U-g'ht
personal charm and admm:stratwe- .abnllty;
their son united their good qualities, and
founded the royal line of Portugal.

It is no part of our subject—‘The Lost
Empire of Portugal’—to trace the further
history of the little State, for little in extent
of European territory it always remained.
But, accustomed as we are to see in the
Portugal of to-day a feeble and unsuccessful
people, and in their possessions overseas
unimportant posts, and territories hard to
keep and hardly worth the keeping, we
almost involuntarily ascribe to the Portugal
of other days the same or similar character-
istics. We are tempted to think that if
Portugal ever conquered it must have been
because their enemies were even feebler folk
than themselves. In short, we do not realize
the Portuguese Empire. The first step to
that desirable end is to realize the Portuguese
character as it was before it embarked on its
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great enterprises, and to understand that
when the great age of Portugal began it
found a nation numerically small, but morally
and intellectually the first of its ‘age, and
ggggrﬂgc_l by a dynasty that produced fewer
incapable monarchs than any other seated
on the thrones of Europe.

~ Portugal, naturally enough, did not im-
mediately expand into an empire. Two
problems had to be solved at home first.
One was to make the kingdom of Castile
recognize that she could not have the whole
peninsula to herself; the other was to con-
quer the Algarves from the Moors. Both
problems had to be solved by force of arms,
and took three centuries to settle. The
beginning of the fifteenth century found
England and Portugal in close alliance.
King John, the first ruler of the house of
Aviz, had married a daughter of John of
Gaunt, Naturally, his sympathies were
Lancastrian, and Henry IV., in return for
his prompt recognition by Portugal as King
of England, had made King John a Knight
of the Garter. It is agreeable and interesting

4—2



46 LOST EMPIRES OF THE MODERN WORLD

to historic students to remember that King
Carlos of Portugal recently received the
Garter from his cousin, the Queen of Eng-
land.

These are not trifles ; or, if there be any
so dour-minded as to maintain that the orders
of knighthood are trifles, any student of
history will admit that they often furnish him
with valuable clues. One or other of the
orders has always had a certain pre-eminence,
so that to hold it is the natural incident to
the sovereignty of a great State, or a mark of
the highest personal distinction. At one
time one would have inquired, Has he the
Golden Fleece? at another, Has he the
order of the Holy Ghost? at another, Has
he the Garter ?

John the First was proud of his Blue
Ribbon.  Definitely recognized, although
a bast.ard. as one of the great European
sovereigns, ruler of a compact nation, and
himself a man of great abilities, even King
John could have had no idea of the glory
that awaited his dynasty and his nation in
the course of the next century and a half.
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John was proud of his English alliance,
and named his eldest son Edward, after
Edward III. of England. All his sons were
brave and enterprising. Their model and
idol was their cousin Henry, the victor of
Agincourt. They were five most remarkable
princes : four were men of action, one—
Henry—a man of thought.

The eldest, Edward, pondered much over
his duties as king, and was, perhaps, led
astray by his desire to increase his own
authority when he succeeded to the crown.
§ Two of the others, Peter and Ferdinand,
were knights-errant of the Crusading type,
and their energies produced two great events:
one a triumph, the capture of Ceuta; the
other a disaster, the miserable attack on
Tangier. But success and failure alike
stimulated the longing of the daring Portu-
guese for enterprise abroad, and fed the
enthusiasm on which Henry, the greatest of
them all, calculated.

Henry the Thinker he should have been
called. He is known as Henry the Navi-
gator, although he never made a sea voyage.
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In him the practical temper that he inherited
from his English mother was informed by
the resolute pro_fg_qgl_it__y which is characteristic
of southern types at their best. He saw, no
less than his father and his brothers, what a
mighty engine the Portuguese nation had
become. But he saw, what they did not see,
that the energies of Portugal would be far
more usefully employed in exploration and
discovery than in romantic endeavours to ex-
terminate Islam or to conquer Spain. Both
of these were hopelessly impossible tasks—
and useless tasks. And yet, unless some
other outlet were found for the energy of
Portugal, it would most indubitably be
turned to one or both of these tasks, and
that at once.

He wasted no time on words. He lost no
time in pleasure or travel. He might have
loitered away his time agreeably enough, for
he would have been welcomed and féted
magnificently at all the courts of Europe, not
only for his father's sake, but for his own.
lnstear:l, he settled down at Sagres, by Cape
St. Vincent, the southernmost point of
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Portugal, where he could daily look out on
the sea that led to India. Hislocal influence
was unbounded, for he was Governor of the
Algarves. Like his father and brothers, he
was a Knight of the Garter. His appoint-
ment to the Algarves dated from 1419, and
for forty-one years after that date, until his
death in 1460, he never ceased to direct the
expeditions that were fitted out under his
orders for the discovery of the route to India.
Forty years seems a long time, and when we
consider that he died forty years before the
route was discovered, we are at some loss
whether to marvel most at the Prince’s
pertinacity or the sailors’ courage. Without
charts, without soundings, ignorant alike of
the climate and of the ocean-currents with
which they would have to deal, they put
forth in open or half-decked boats into the
Unknown.

On their return they visited their Prince,
and told him what they had done. All were
welcomed and rewarded. If a man got no
further than his predecessors, his voyage at
any rate confirmed, perhaps corrected, the
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experience of others. Any new facts were
eagerly noted ; discoveries might even .be
made, and perhaps earned for the daring
navigator the honour of knighthood from
Prince Henry's own hands — an honour
coveted by all Europe.

At home the Prince planned and watched,
drew up charts, studied every possible im-
provement in boat-building or compass, inter-
viewed travellers, sought out daring sailors,
guided, comforted, controlled. Many men
thought him a dreamer, some even a danger-
ous dreamer. His own family, however, were
all-powerful, and if they did not support him
very eagerly, at any rate they took an
interest in his pursuits. If they could not
be entirely weaned from their dreams of
conquering Spain and Morocco, they, at any
rate, allowed the Prince to have his own
way, and gradually results were forthcoming.

Years passed by, and the steadfast Prince
continued collecting facts and travellers’ tales,
and sending out new so-called ‘expedi-
tions," which only meant a handful of reso-
lute men in a boat about the size of a first-
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class Deal lugger, and nothing like so
seaworthy. So much of Africa was opened
up in this way that the route to India, from
being a personal hobby, grew to a provincial
and then to a national enterprise. The first
point that Prince Henry aimed at was the
discovery of a sea route to Senegambia, to
cut out the caravans that proceeded thither
from Tunis. This does not seem a very
considerable achievement, for Cape St.
Vincent is in N. Lat. 36, and Cape Verde
is in N. Lat. 12°, but twenty-six years
passed before Nufio Tristam passed the
Senegal.

At first the grand object of all the sailors
employed by Prince Henry was to round
Cape Bojador, and fifteen years must pass
before even this modest addition could be
made to the geography of Western Africa.
But they began well, for in the year after
Prince Henry was appointed Governor of
the Algarves, his men made the important
discovery of the island of Madeira. Then
came nothing but disappointment after dis-
appointment. The most that his men could
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do was to reach one or another of the Canary
Islands, and Cape Bojador still remained
a forbidding, almost a legendary, promon-
tory.

At last, in 1434, it was re-discovered and
doubled. The next year they sailed 150
miles further; in 1436 210 miles further
still, landed, and (for the first time) cast
anchor, and essayed to gain the interior and
find the trade routes; but that had to be
given up after some skirmishing with the
natives. So far, the Prince’s work had gone
on with very little interruption, but about
this time the Tangier expedition was
planned. Prince Henry made no remon-
strances, or very few. In truth, achieve-
ments in his own line of exploration had
hitherto been but unimportant. For seven-
teen years of work and thought he had
nothing to show that would dazzle or con-
vince the world. The first captains whom
he had sent to sea were already grizzled
veterans, if they were not dead, and the sea
route to India was still a dream, a hobby of
his Highness'’s, and not to be compared with
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the excitement of a campaign in Morocco.
But, as soon as the war-fever had been
stilled by copious blood-letting, and the
Portuguese, appalled at the fearful disaster,
were mourning the loss of their beloved
Prince Ferdinand, left a captive with the
Moors, the steadfast Prince Henry resumed
his labours, and in 1441 Tristam made the
important discovery of Cape Blanco. Two
years later Nuifio Tristam sailed twenty-five
miles further south.

In 1445 the Prince resolved on a bold
stroke. He entrusted a larger expedition
than usual to Gonsalo de Cintra, with orders
to proceed straight to Guinea without putting
in. The expedition was a complete failure ;
but another, under Nuifio Tristam, succeeded
in the comparatively humble attempt to pass
the Senegal. The next year Diniz Diaz,
greatly daring, never struck sail till he had
passed the Senegal. When he landed he
found that the native type had changed;
they were no longer the Moors that he and
his were accustomed to fight and trade with.
He had made a great discovery, for he had |
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entered the land of the negroes. He dis-
covered Cape Verde. There was, by this
time, a keen rivalry among all the captains
of Portugal for who should get furthest and
deserve best of his Prince. In the same year
that Diaz rounded Cape Verde, Nufio
Tristam closed his last voyage with a
brilliant triumph, for he got 300 miles
further than Diaz, but was killed by a
poisoned arrow while attempting to ascend
the Rio Grande. In 1446, too, Alvaro
Fernandes outdid even Nufo Tristam, for
he nearly reached Sierra Leone. This was
the best year of Prince Henry's life. By
this date over fifty vessels had been on
voyages of exploration more or less im-
portant. Nearly a thousand natives from
different parts of the coast had been brought
back to Portugal. The nation was agog
with excitement and curiosity ; the ocean
had no more terrors for them. The im-
possible had already been overcome, the
reailm of dreams lay open to them ; the great
Prince’s work was done. He had paved the
way for the Portuguese Empire. He had
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given the people a new ambition. To be
adventurers, navigators, explorers; to open,
enjoy, and revel in the new worlds before
them — this was the ambition of the
Portuguese. What was the ambition of the )
Englishman or the Italian at the same
period ?

In 1460 Prince Henry died ; but Portugal
was now launched on the road to Empire.
His work is well estimated by the royal
order of 1469 granting privileges to Guinea
traders; and in which it was made a
principal condition to the enjoyment of these
privileges that one hundred leagues of the
coast of Africa should be opened up every
year. Exploration was recognized by the
highest authority in the land as the manifest
duty and prerogative of the Portuguese.
Could any such order have emanated from
the Sovereign in the year when, after the
Ceuta expedition, Prince Henry was ap-
pointed Governor of the Algarves?

[t is not to be supposed that the
Portuguese could only grasp one idea at a
time; or that they succeeded merely by
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dogged perseverance in one line of discovery.
A very versatile race was the. Portuguese.
Their minds took new impressions quxckly-;
their energy was almost inexhaustible, and it
was readily turned in a new direction when
old directions were clearly no longer profit-
able. Fortunately, the men at the helm
of the State were wise princes. Prince
Henry the Thinker was now indeed dead,
but his spirit lived. The direction of the
work of exploration remained in the hands
of the royal family, and in 1486 John the
Perfect sat on the throne of Portugal. It
was evident to him that although India
might eventually be reached round the south
of Africa it would take a very long time to
discover the route. Certainly that line of
discovery must be persevered in: but it
would be better to start other lines as
well.

For a good many years past there had
been a revival of those early rumours con-
cerning the land of Prester John, which, by
all accounts was worth discovering. It was
now placed by common consent in Abyssinia,
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and two expeditions were fitted out in 1486
with the object of getting there. The first,
with daring originality, was ordered to sail up
the Senegal to its source, evidently with the
idea that the source of the Senegal would
prove to be near enough to the boundaries of
Abyssinia for the expedition to make its way
on. The King’s notion of direction was
correct enough ; but in point of distance he
was out about 3,000 miles:; so that this
expedition got nothing but the honour and
glory of being the first explorers of the
Senegal.

The other expedition, not less daringly
conceived, had momentous results. It was
directed to sail along the Mediterranean, and
then work overland to the Red Sea, and
thence to Suakim, where apparently the
explorers were to inquire their way. The
first expedition failed because the officers
composing it, not knowing Arabic, found that
it would be useless to proceed further. It
was followed by the expedition of Payva and
Covilham. They both died in Abyssinia,
which country was early reached by Affonso



S — —————————— e

da Payva, who kept that one object steadil.y
in view from the outset of their joint expedi-
tion. Covilham himself heard rumours on
the way that showed him how much more
glorious discoveries lay before him if only he
could hold out. He reached Aden, where
his restless and adventurous mind was finally
made up by the news he heard of India.
He made an extraordinary voyage, reached

Cananore, on the Malabar coast, and saw
Calicut and Goa. On the African coast he
put in at Sofala. Here he heard about
Madagascar (called the Island of the Moon),
and also heard enough about the geography
| of Africa south of Sofala to entitle him to
consider himself as the virtual discoverer of
the Cape route.

One would think that this was renown
enough for an ordinary man, but Covilham
was an adventurer of the most exalted type.
He made his way back to Cairo, and found
Payva's messengers, the survivors of his
expedition, without much difficulty. From
them he learnt that Payva had died in
Abyssinia, and had sent them to Cairo to
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await Covnlh'xm dﬂd return to Portugal w1th
him. This was all very well, but Covilham
had a mind to see Abyssinia for himself.
No doubt if he had been endowed with
a more Northern sense of duty, he would
have returned at once. Strictly speaking,
he ought to have done so, but perhaps he
thought that his message would atone for
some shortcomings. So he sent back the
survivors to Portugal with this message :

‘Let the Guinea explorers persevere, let
them sail ever South and fear not. When
the time came that they must needs follow
the land North, let them ask for Sofala and
the island of the Moon. Here they shall
find news of me; and as I crossed from
India to Sofala, no doubt they will be able
to return from Sofala to India.’

So the message went home, and Covilham
turned back and started for Abyssinia. He
never returned to Portugal, but his fate was
not an unhappy one. At the capital of the
King he was received kindly. It was a
Christian country, and he settled there,
entered the King's service, and died what

S
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we might call Prime Minister of Abyssinia.
It is evident that in Covilham's nature thef'e
was (and small blame to him) a deep ve-m
of personal ambition. True, he %md dfs'
obeyed his monarch in that, having dis-
covered Abyssinia, he did not return and
report his success, but he may have reflected
that the discovery of Abyssinia was, after all,
a trifling matter beside the discovery of
India: and had he not sent home to his
Sovereign such information as was beyond
the wildest hopes of any who strove to make
the country mighty? Might he not now
with justice profit himself? At any rate, he
did so, and ended at the court of Abyssinia a
life of wilder romance than an Arabian tale.
John the Perfect, in whom the spirit of
Henry the Thinker survived in all its force,
encouraged foreigners at his court — or,
rather, it would be more accurate to say, he
encouraged talent. What he wanted was
ability, and if a man had brains, he need not

fear lack of employment because his father
had not been a Portuguese,

Cadamosto, a Venetian, had done much
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good work for Prince Henry, and at the
court of King John (Prince Henry's grand-
nephew) there was often to be seen another
[talian—a Genoese. It seems that he had a
new plan for reaching India. King John
liked new plans. He had a plan of his own
for reaching Cathay by the north of Europe,
in pursuance of which Martin Lopes dis-
covered Nova Zembla. He had another
plan for exploring Africa, in pursuance of
which his messengers succeeded in discover-
ing Timbuctoo.

We have seen how daringly he had
schemed to reach Abyssinia by sailing up
the Senegal, and by sailing down the Red
Sea, and we shall soon see how gloriously
his perseverance in despatching expeditions
down the coast of Africa was to be rewarded.
The Genoese may therefore have well
reckoned on a favourable reception of his
own plan for discovering India. The King
received him very kindly, for the man was
known as a daring fellow, who had already
made voyages down the Guinea Coast in
the Portuguese service. But as the plan

5—2
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was unfolded, the King became more and
more shy of committing himself to it. On
the difficulties of ocean-voyaging, and the
best way of adapting resources to over-
coming them, there was no greater authority
living than the King of Portugal. But there
were some points about this new plan which
the King could see no way to meeting, and
as to which the adventurer could offer no
opinion except his conviction that the thing
could be done.

The King made up his mind that the plan
was impracticable. Perhaps a certain ex-
altation of manner on the part of the
Genoese contributed to this unfavourable
view, for he was at last told that the King
had no time for dreamers, and the man left
the Portuguese court to carry his plan else-
where. His name was Christopher Colum-
bus. So it seems to have been written in
the book of Fate that Portugal was not to
have all the glory that the world had to
offer. But she already had much, and was
soon to have more.

One Diaz, of a race of sailors and adven-
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turers, was fitted out in 1486 with two ships,
fairly large ones as ships went at that time—
fifty tons apiece—and despatched to the
Guinea Coast with orders (most sagacious
orders!) to put in at the different well-known
ports, and land at each one of them some of
the natives who had been carried to Portugal
from the coast of Africa by earlier expedi-

tions. These natives were to tell their own
tale of how they had been treated in
Portugal, and what the Portuguese nation
was like.

This most statesmanlike measure would
suffice, even if we had no other evidence,
to prove that the Portuguese possessed the
instinct of Empire. They knew that they
could only rule through the confidence felt
in them by their subjects, and they began
very early in their days of empire to win
that confidence. Diaz's stock of ambassa-
dors of goodwill was exhausted long before
he reached the Orange River. Here his
troubles began. He had to face the Un-
known, and in his little craft of fifty tons
was carried far south beyond the Cape into
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seas growing (to their alarm), not only
rougher, but every day colder.

At length the wind turned, and he beat
north, finally landing in Algoa Bay. He
had turned the Cape at last, but he had
turned the Cape without seeing it. At
Great Fish Bay his crew mutinied, and
compelled him to turn back. It was on his
return journey that he first saw Table
Mountain, christened by him, in memory of
his buffeting, the Cape of Storms, but ever
since known by the name bestowed on it by
his grateful King—the Cape of Good Hope.

So it could be done. After seventy years
of thought and study and trial, seventy years’
application of the maxim of the great captain
who died four hundred years after him,
‘Erst wigen, dann wagen,’ Diaz laid open
the route to the East. There was now no
doubt that the Indies could be reached round
the Cape, and ten years later this was
achieved.

One is so sated with wonders in reading
early Portuguese history that the famous
voyage of Vasco da Gama seems almost
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commonplace. He left Portugal on July 8,
1497, in command of four vessels, the largest
being of 120 tons burden. He circum-
navigated Africa, and crossed the Indian
Ocean from Melind to Calicut, which place
he reached in May, 1498. From Great
Fish Bay to Mombasa he was practically
exploring for the first time, as Covilham, his
predecessor, had left no notes to guide him.
He returned to Lisbon at the end of August,
1499.

So ends the story of the discovery of the
East by Portugal, a story which it has been
necessary to trace in some slight detail in

order that we might understand what manner
of men the Portuguese were. The story of
the foundation of their Eastern Empire and
of its expansion is remarkable enough, but
is almost commonplace beside the story of
how the Portuguese got there. We must
content ourselves with remembering that to
found and govern a great empire the same
qualities have been required in all ages.
The Portuguese showed that they possessed
these qualities in ample measure—courage
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and daring in war, skill in .acflministration.
uprightness in all things, judicial and fiscal.
By ‘ empire’ one means, of course, a set.tled
State, and not the violent and precarious
dominion of a predatory horde; for the
making of which in all ages nothing much is
needed beyond recklessness as to your own
throat, and greater recklessness as to your
neighbour’s.

It is usually supposed that the Portuguese
Empire in the East consisted of dominions
on the western coast of India—of which
three fragments remain, Goa, Daman and
Diu—and of little else. But on their road
to India they had founded what promised to
be a considerable empire on the east coast of
Africa. They were, in fact, dominant over
the whole of that coast, and only natural
obstacles prevented them from reaching the
interior. The tribes with whom they con-
tended were savages, and much milder
savages than the Zulus or Matabele. Com-
pared to the difficulties that awaited the
Portuguese in India, the difficulties that con-
fronted them in Africa were trivial, with the
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exception of two—malarial fever and the
tsetse fly. The fever killed the men, and
the fly killed the cattle. The Portuguese
were continually struggling against these
difficulties without realizing how great they
were. With our extended knowledge we
can see that they were attempting an im-
possible task. Had they worked their way
up from the Cape, as we are doing now, and
from a station inland pushed down to the
sea, they would have had some chance of
success ; but they do not seem to have
thought of such a course ; and had they done
so they would have been too few to have
pursued it profitably. So the Portuguese
Empire in Africa remained unimportant,
except as a post on the road to India, and
was probably at no period of its existence so
flourishing as it is at the present moment.
But besides their settlements along the
East Coast of Africa, the Portuguese had
a wealthy station at Ormuz, on the Persian
Gulf, by means of which they tapped the
trade of Persia. They even held Aden for
a year, and were only driven out by the
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Turks. What the Turks were doing dans
cette galéve is a question, the answer to
which shows in the most graphic manner
possible how the grasp of Portugal had
shaken the world. The Turks were there
as the allies of their ancient foes, the Vene-
tians, who had stirred them up against the
Portuguese by pointing out the danger that
Portuguese settlements in the East might
prove to be to the Sultan. With all the
advantages of geographical position, of prior
possessions, and of accumulated wealth, the
Venetians, terrified at the rapid decline of
their profits, could devise no means of
grappling with the stout-hearted adventurers
from the Tagus, except setting against them
the huge machinery of their common foe, the
Ottoman Empire. As regards Aden that
sufficed, but the Portuguese were not to be
driven from Ormuz.

An immense and precious trade with the
far East was set up by the settlement of
Malacca. The Portuguese were the first
Europeans in Madagascar, the Mauritius,
the Maldives, Sumatra, the Moluccas, Siam,
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and Arakan, and when one says the first
Europeans there, one does not imply that
they merely put in, or even that they sur-
veyed and noted down the countries and
peoples of the East. They settled, signed
treaties, established factories, opened up the
countries to trade, and in some cases even
attained to some measure of local sovereignty,
after the fashion of Rajah Brooke. Every
fresh point reached was regarded by them,
primarily, as the starting-point for the next.
The more one studies, the more astounded
one becomes at the sagacity and vitality
shown by the explorers ; and in even greater
measure at the profundity of a mind like
Prince Henry's, that could direct so mighty
a current of human force from the easy, the
pious, the glorious, but entirely futile task of
slaughtering Moslems or Spaniards, and set
it flowing along courses dark and perilous,
fraught with every danger to man known
and unknown, and in which, for three-
quarters of a century, there seemed neither
profit nor comfort, nor hope of profit or
comfort. Indeed, much that the Portuguese
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achieved is almost incredible. ~When we
reflect on the difficulty with which Europe
has in our own time opened up communica-
tions with Japan and China, it is scarcely
credible that Portugal had achieved this
object by individual effort, and apparently
with little difficulty, as early as the reign
of Edward VI.

[ have ventured the position that the lost
empire of Portugal is more like the British
Empire than any other empire that preceded
the latter. It was founded as a commercial
enterprise, and thence expanded into a
military occupation, in precisely the same
manner as the British Empire. There was
this difference, that, whereas the British
Empire was founded by private tradesmen,
the Portuguese Empire in India was the
undertaking of the sovereign. The kings
and princes of Portugal had been its chief
inspiration from the commencement, and it
was only reasonable that, as they had borne
the entire risk, they should take the lion’s
share of the profits. At its height the
Portuguese Empire in India comprised Diu




THE LOST I'MPIA’F or PORTUGAL 71

.md Daman and the consnderable settlement
of Goa, all of which the Portuguese still
retain.  They had numerous other settle-
ments on the Malabar coast, the complete
domination of the island of Ceylon, and out-
posts at Ormuz and on the Hugli. These,
together with the settlements on the coast of
Africa, constituted their empire in the East.
* * » * *

We have now to consider their settlements
in the West, the great self-governing colony
of Portugal, afterwards the Empire, and now
the Republic of Brazil.

We saw that Vasco da Gama reached
Lisbon at the end of August, in the year
1499, on his return from his voyage round
the Cape to India. The point on the Western
Coast of India where it was decided to make
the principal settlement for trade purposes
was Calicut. The goodwill of the Rajah
of Calicut must be conciliated as the first
step towards opening up a trade with India.
No time was lost in selecting a commander
for this important mission, and in fitting out
his ships. One would naturally expect that
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Vasco da Gama would have been selected ;
but the King was jealous of Vasco da Gama.
Portugal had seen the last of her great kings,
and was very near her decline when Pedro
Alvares Cabral was appointed Admiral of
the new Indian Fleet. Not that Cabral
was incompetent, but the passing over of
Da Gama shows a littleness in high places
that we are not accustomed to in reading

Portuguese history.

It is open to question whether Cabral
meant to discover Brazil or not. If he was
as wary as he was daring, he probably took
warning by the neglect of Da Gama, and
wisely kept his counsel. It seems remark-
able that, of the many score navigators who
had left Portugal for the East, not one, in
the eighty years of adventure that preceded
Cabral's voyage, had encountered an easterly
storm of any violence in the neighbourhood
of Cape Verde. Such, however, was Cabral's
version of what happened to him. He en-
countered a storm of such fury that it blew
him across the Atlantic, and compelled him
to anchor in a new land, at a place that he
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gratefully christened Porto Seguro. It was
not until he had refitted, after discovering
Brazil, that he proceeded on the compara-
tively humdrum journey to the East Indies,
with his presents for the Rajah of Calicut.

Of course it is quite possible that the '

discovery of Brazil was a lucky accident, but
it seems more likely that a man of Cabral’s
capacity and daring was not without de-
signs. He found himself unexpectedly in/
command of a first-rate fleet. Eight years
only had passed since Columbus had earned
an immortal name by crossing the Atlantic.
Why should he not do something in the
same line? Of course he must say nothing
about his intention, for the example of Da
Gama showed only too clearly what a sus-
picious mind was his master’s. Still, there
could be no harm in succumbing to an
adverse wind, and so Brazil was discovered.
It was a very long time before Brazil was
considered to be a place of any importance.
Even the grasping ambition of Spain left
Portugal in undisturbed possession of the
coast-line from Maranham to the River Plate

:
/
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—apparently in indifference as to what they
might be abandoning. Indee-d, t.here wz'is
nothing to strike the imagination in Brazil.
There were no ancient monarchies, such as
those that confronted Pizarro and Cortez ;
no pushing energetic captains like the Adil
Shahis, who were founding the noble city of
Bijapur when the Portuguese settled in Goa.
The gold and the diamonds were discovered
later, and cast an after-glow of splendour
over the Portuguese monarchy in the days
that followed the Captivity. But at first
there was nothing to report, except the
discovery of a well-watered, fertile-looking
country, not unlike their own Portugal,
inhabited by races of gentle savages,
primitive and inquisitive, almost without
arms—quite without clothing—and destitute
of political institutions. This land soon
began to be settled and colonized by thrifty
Portuguese immigrants, and was destined to
be the mainstay of the monarchy for long
after the time when Holland and England

had snatched her Eastern possessions from
her failing grasp.
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Was Portugal, then, swarming with a
population seeking an outlet ? Are we to
understand that Brazil was to Portugal
what the self-governing colonies of England
would be to the population-laden mother-
country, if they rightly understood their own
interests ?

Unfortunately, it was not so. The whole
population of Portugal at the present
moment does not exceed the population of
London. Four hundred years ago, it would
probably be excessive to put it at three
millions, of whom not one could be spared,
if their native land was to be properly
cultivated and defended. The colonization
of Brazil was the result, not of a surplus
population at home, but of two causes : one,
persecution ; the other, a state of things in
the Southern provinces of Portugal which
must be separately examined; and both
subjects bring us face to face with the
collapse of the Portuguese Empire.

To say that an event is ‘inevitable,’ is an
casy way of getting out of the difficulty of
inquiring into its causes. The word is much

6
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used in England, where we are somewhat
impatient of thinkers, and of people who ask
‘why’ and * wherefore.” Thus we hear of
the “inevitable' separation of England and
America, whereas England has surmounted
many and many a difficulty, far more com-
plicated than the simple disputes between
herself and the thirteen colonies. Thirty
years ago we heard a good deal about the
‘inevitable " break-up of the British Empire,
but a little thought and courage (perhaps
twice as much as would have bound us to
America for ever) has made a considerable
change in men’s ways of speech on Imperial
matters.  Any time since 1874 we have
heard men say, * Home Rule must come, it is
inevitable.' Is it, indeed ? we may truly
inquire in 1897.

A little thought and a little courage have
marvellously changed men’s minds in this
respect. And so we have heard of the
‘inevifable' triumph of Protestantism, and
t}‘m ‘inevitable* downfall of the English
Lhur:ch; neither of which events seems so
certain as they both once appeared to be to
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the ‘inevitable’ order of mind. And it is
quite of a piece with this somewhat slipshod
method of historical dissertation that men
should write and speak of the *inevitable’
collapse of the Portuguese Empire. Its
collapse was no more ‘inevitable’ than its
foundation.

The natural destiny of Portugal would
seem to have been that it should develop
into a sort of Italy, with numerous semi-
independent lords of the soil, each reigning
in his own small territory ; or, perhaps, that
it should have waxed great by the absorp-
tion of territory from Castile, so that the
Peninsula would in the end have been
divided between Portugal and Spain into
less unequal portions than it is at present.
The Portuguese, although they had a long
coast-line, were not early conspicuous as
mariners.  More than fifty years before
Prince Henry settled at Sagres, the English
had fought and won their first great naval
battle at Sluys. But even when Prince
Henry the Thinker took up the work of

exploration, his countrymen required a great
6—2
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deal of coaxing and persuasion, abundant
praise and Javish rewards, in order to keep
them up to the mark. They were not very
bold or adventurous navigators at first.
They were ignorant of boat-building and
the use of the compass. It needed a man
with the divination of a seer, as well as the
inflexible will of a born captain of men, and
endued by nature with the kindly and
winning temper of the early Portuguese, to
guide his country along the dark and dan-
gerous paths of ocean discovery.

Thought founded the Portuguese Empire.
If we would discover why it collapsed, we
must consider its weak points. The fatal
weakness was that Portugal had an un-
scrupulous and unfriendly neighbour, whose
territory was separated from its own by no
natural boundaries. So long as Castile and
Aragon remained distinct kingdoms, there
was little to fear: Portugal was nearly as
strong as either, separately, and it was
improbable that they would combine. But
from the moment when the two crowns were
united by the marriage of Ferdinand and
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Isabella, it became a very grave danger to
Portugal that she had contented herself with
her original boundaries. Sooner or later,
it was certain that Spain would attack
Portugal ; and to prepare for that attack
would be the first work of any statesman or
monarch who cared for his country’s in-
dependence.

It did not call for a prophet to see this
much. The facts were under the King’s
nose, and to prepare against them demanded
nothing but thought and a few administrative
orders. In the first place, it would have been
plain to any thinker who was planning the
salvation of his country that Imperial ex-
pansion had gone on somewhat too rapidly,
considering the size of the mother-country.
It is true that that expansion had made
Lisbon the commercial capital of Europe,
and had poured rivers of wealth into the
country. But just at that moment steel
and iron and men would have been of more
value to Portugal than gold. Whence could
she draw them ? Well, there were two ports
in the East, Ormuz and Huigli, which could
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have been abandoned without endangering
the rest of the empire.

Ormuz, like Aden, had been OCCUPEEd by’
Albuquerque, with the idea of closing the
Red Sea to the commerce of Venice—
corking it up, as we should say now. It
was a grandiose scheme, like _all P_glbu-
querque’s schemes, but it was essentdele
an offensive move, not necessary to the
proper defence of the Eastern Empire.
How little danger there was of aggression
from this direction is shown by the fact that
Ormuz was not stormed by the Persians
until 1626, or forty-six years after the first
year of Captivity. Hugli was an important
fort and trading centre that occupied a very
large garrison when it fell to the Moguls in
1629. Portugal lost 5,000 men there. It
was much too far off Goa to be anything
but a weakness to the empire. Certainly,
a considerable loss of income would have
followed on its abandonment, but what
Portugal wanted was not income but men.
The garrisons of Ormuz and Hugli being

withdrawn to Portugal would have repre-
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sented an addition of several regiments to
the home army.

We now come to Goa. It had been one
of the great Albuquerque’s plans to encourage
marriage between the men of the Goa garrison
and the native women. His idea was to
build up a population that should be wholly
Portuguese in sentiment, and that could be
relied on to make a fine army for defence,
and perhaps for aggression. A great idea,
certainly, but a wrong one in esserce, because
the offspring of these unions proved to be not |
good for much. But without entering into
the question of the fighting qualities of the
half-caste, the settlement of the Goa garrison
ought to have been strictly forbidden, and a
term of years fixed for service in the East,
after which the garrison would be withdrawn
to the mother country.

The increased population was not needed
in India, as was shown by the severe defeats
that the small garrison had over and over
again inflicted on the armies of Bijapur, and
by withdrawing the troops to Portugal after
five years' service the King would have
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added another three or four regiments to
his home army. Diu and Daman were
strong places, and the island of Ceylon,
with its wealthy trade, could easily have
been retained and defended, as Portugal was
now a first-rate naval power. Moreover, by
the abandonment of Ormuz and Huigli the
duties thrown on the navy would have been
considerably lightened. Thus pruned, and
its strength concentrated, the Portuguese
Empire in India would have been practically
impregnable.  In Africa, if the same or
similar measures had been adopted, another
regiment would have been saved, and many
precious lives economized. True, loss would
have been sustained, but to incur slight loss
in order to avoid a heavy loss is a process
followed every day in trade, and is a very
proper business operation.

The garrisons, withdrawn to Portugal and
s?tt]ed in the thinly-populated southern pro-
vinces, would have reared families of sturdy
soldlery,. instead of the debased type that
was taking the place of the original stock.
These southern provinces had never been

——
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complete]y cultivated, and when the trade
with Africa commenced the grandees im-
ported slaves in large numbers. The results
are obvious. The slaves worked cheaply or
for nothing ; the native peasant could not
compete with him, and emigrated to Brazil—
to the great advantage of Brazil. Moreover,
the slave married, and the population thus
steadily degenerated. = Undoubtedly, the
further importation of slaves should have
been forbidden, not from moral motives—
that could hardly be expected—but from
economical and prudential motives. Emigra-
tion would have been checked, and the land
gradually populated by the returned garrisons
from the East.

There was yet another source of strength
that was neglected. Brazil was intensely
loyal. Throughout all the misfortunes of
Portugal not a murmur came from Brazil.
The Brazilians were more Portuguese than |
the Portuguese. This enthusiastic loyalty
was entirely neglected by the monarchs of
the old country, and yet it asked nothing
better than to be granted some share in the



83 LOST EMPIRES OF THE MODERN WORLD

service of the empire. It would have been
quite in accordance with the spirit of the
time to have made grants of land in Brazil,
conditional on one son of the family serving
a term in the Portuguese army. Some such
measure, far from being oppressive, would
have been thought a high honour, and would
have added another regiment to the home
army.

By these and similar measures an armed
force of twenty or twenty-five thousand ex-
cellent soldiers, trained in the invaluable
school of Indian and African warfare, could
have been maintained without the slightest
inconvenience. That would have sufficed.
For what actually happened ? Portugal was
conquered in the year 1580, and eight years
later Spain, her conqueror, was 2z extremis,
without a fleet, without money, almost with-
out an army. It was not, therefore, neces-
sary to the preservation of Portugal to keep
on foot. an army capable of resisting for a
generation the whole force of Spain. All
that was needed was that there should be
such a force in the field as would make

B A
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Spain hesitate, or, if she attacked, would
hold her occupied and perhaps embarrassed
until Spain went to pieces herself. For,
besides the direct loss involved in defeat in
the field, the Portuguese Empire, as soon as
it fell before the Spanish arms, naturally
became the prey of all the enemies—and

they were many and fierce—of Spain. If/

Portugal had been fighting Spain, these
daring men would have been her enthusiastic
allies ; and when Drake sailed up the Tagus
to * singe the King of Spain’s beard,’ instead
of burning Portuguese shipping he would
have been more likely to land a few hundred
brave Englishmen to fight the detested
Spaniard side by side with the Portuguese.
There is nothing miraculous in these steps
which were not taken ; they are simple ad-
ministrative measures, and could all have
been carried out by a royal order. Some
vested interests would have been disturbed,
but the vested interests were mostly the
King’s. There was no board of governors
to consult or persuade, no body of share-
holders to consider, no announcement of
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falling dividends to be faced. Would Henry
the Thinker have hesitated six months over
any of them?

The immediate cause of the paralysis of
the Portuguese intelligence is to be found in
the fact that in the year 1536 the Inquisition
was established at Lisbon. It was my fate
some years ago, when making an allusion to
the work of the “Inquisition, to be told,
‘There never was any such thing ; it
is an invention of the Protestants.’ It
may be so. We have had to give up
William Tell, and the Siege of Troy, and
very likely it may be before long demon-
strated that the Inquisition was only a sun-
myth. But if this be established, it may
deprive ardent divines of openings for some
impassioned periods, but it will redeem the
heresies once and for all from the frequent
charge of lack of imagination.

In the present state of historical inquiry it
appears, however, to be generally accepted
that the Inquisition was an important tribunal
of the Roman Church, established for the
purpose of purifying the faith from €rrors.

!
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It 11kew:se appears to be established that the
principal instrument by which it sought to
attain that desirable end was the forcible
expulsion, from countries where it was intro-
duced, of all whose opinions deviated from
those which were authorized by the Inquisi-
tion. Orthodox Jews, of course, were not
approved by the Inquisition, neither were
those conforming Jews who were called New
Christians in Spain and Portugal.

It seems to be established that the dis-
approval of the Inquisition could not be
lightly faced, and in Portugal, in particular,
the Jews and New Christians did not attempt
to face it at all. Rightly or wrongly they

had conceived an unfavourable view of the
procedure followed by the Holy Office in
cases of heresy or suspected heresy, and they
fled in numbers from Lisbon, selling their
considerable property at a loss, and often
abandoning it altogether.

This behaviour of the Inquisition will
appear to be morally reprehensible or not,
according to the views of the reader; but
socially and economically it was a bad
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blunder, and in the actual state of Portugal
it was a worse disaster than several defeats
in the field. But the mischief wrought to
Portugal by the establishment of the Inqui-
sition only began with the expulsion of
the Jews and New Christians. Disastrous
though this was, it was nothing to what
followed. The immediate loss was no doubt
heavy, including, as it did, loss of men, and
a grave shock to credit. But the indirect
loss was fatal.

As we have seen, the Portuguese was pre-
eminently an agreeable man. His stock had
not the force of the Spaniard or the Dutch-
man, but he was far more human than eicher.
He owed his position largely to his ready
sympathy—a truly Christian virtue—with
those with whom he dealt, especially with
the so-called lower races. He was, at the
commencement of the sixteenth céﬁry.
probably the best type existing. But he
possessed no single quality in a transcendent
degree. Hence he had need of all his wits
if he was to face successfully a Spanish in-
vasion, And it is not too much to say that
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the Inquisition frightened Portugal out of
her wits. Small wonder! But when we
remember that it was Thought that founded
the Portuguese Empire, we are able to
measure, to a certain extent, the damage
likely to be wrought by the deliberate
paralysis of brain officially brought about by
the Sovereign of the country. One is at no
small loss to understand the action of the
King. The Portuguese were not addicted
to heresy. On the contrary, they were
faithful and even eager Churchmen, and
always did their best towards missionizing
the countries they visited or subdued. They
did not need a spur for their religious zeal.

_—:
:
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We who are accustomed to the sight of a
great empire where missionary work not
only receives no official sanction, but is
rather frowned on than otherwise, must all
the more admire the tact of the Portuguese,
a tact which enabled them to do all the
mighty deeds we know them to have done,
while never hesitating to put in the fore-
front of their schemes the ardent desire to do
what most offends Orientals—to proselytize.




9 LOST EMPIRES OF THE MODERN WORLD

What is more, they did proselytize; fmd
they managed to proselytize, not onl-y with-
out getting themselves detested, but in such
a way as to add to their influence. I?Io one
will contend that the Portuguese Empire was
perfect. The civil service, and, for the
matter of that, the army, was corrupt, but it
was not more corrupt than the civil service
of India before Clive took it in hand. There
was no irremediably bad feature in their
system of administration, and they were
cheerful and loyal Churchmen. But the
Inquisition ruined them. It scared and
demoralized them, and, worst of all, it
paralyzed their intellect.

It is almost as great a blunder to ascribe a
nation’s ruin to a single cause as it is to say
that its ruin is ‘inevitable,” and although the
immediate evil results of the introduction of
the Inquisition, and the still more sinister
indirect results of the fatal move, seem to
justify us in laying a good share of Portugal’s
ruin to that account, it yet remains to be

inquired, ‘How came the Inquisition to be
introduced ?’




THE LOST EMPIRE OF PORTUGAL 91

It was introduced at the urgent entreaty of
the King of Portugal, so that the causa
causans was the wrongheadedness of the
King. If it had not been for the Portuguese
Royal Family there would have been no
Portuguese Empire—their good qualities
founded it, and their bad qualities ruined it.
As Portugal was practically a despotism, we
may, if we please, say that the downfall of
the empire was due to there being no balance
of power in the State; so that if accident
gave the State an incapable head, there was
nothing to hinder him doing his worst.

Still, there have been far worse rulers than
John III. and Sebastian (the last two kings
before the Captivity, if we omit the Cardinal
King, whose reign was very short) whose
blunders have not ruined their country. So|
that we may say, if we please, that the ruin
of Portugal was owing to the misfortune
which gave her an incompetent King at a
critical period.

But this generalization remains : that the
foundation and ruin of the Portuguese
Empire were the work of the Portuguese

7



ga LOST EMPIRES OF THE MODERN WORLD

Family. The Portuguese race was
::ty:lf that foughness of fibre which goes
to make a nation of the Imperial mould. It
was too gentle and homely. The extra-
ordinary intellectual force of its monarchs did
the work of guidance and control, and did
it admirably. There was just sufficient
imagination in the character of the people to
make empire possible ; but there was not
sufficient stamina to give the empire stability.
So long as they had able monarchs, the
Portuguese went on from strength to
strength ; so soon as the royal line grew
feeble the empire crumbled to pieces.

As to the future of Portugal, we can judge
it best by the past. The future of Portugal
is not only, or chiefly, an affair of the people.
The people is—as it always was—to a
very remarkable degree dependent on the
~ character of its monarchs. To say this is
no disparagement. We may say the
contrary of Italy and England ; but Germany
and France—at least equally great nations—
. are like Portugal in this respect. Though
hardly the race they were, the Portuguese have
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still sufficient vitality to give them character.
So lately as the Peninsular War they fought
admirably—and fighting is a good test.
There is still a Portuguese nation.

But whether there will again be a Portu-
guese Empire (and this is a question of the
greatest importance, not only to Portugal,
but to the world) depends on one single con-
sideration, and on one only. France, as we
know, having lost one empire, has without
delay made for herself another ; Spain, as we
shall see, possessed the kind of empire that
is not to be revived ; the empire of Holland
persists because, as we shall see, it was
restored to her as a free gift. So far of
the empires that have in part passed away.
It appears that many nations that have not
possessed empires in the past are ambitious
of founding them in our own days. Some
feel themselves driven by overpopulation,
and some by what is called destiny, and some
(unwillingly) by a menacing will, and some
by desire to be in the forefront of modern
movement,

None of these controlling forces applied to
7—2
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the past, and we need not seek

Portugal in
among them for the force that is to settle her
future destiny—whether she is to remain in
the list of Imperial Powers, or to subside into
a small European State. Thought and the
guiding hand of her kings made Portugal
great, and the change that has taken place in
her fortunes has emphasized the fact that
through the genius of her King only can her
empire be expected to revive.










[ 971

I[11.
THE LOST EMPIRE OF SPAIN.

WE are accustomed to congratulate ourselves
that the tide of Moslem invasion was rolled
back from Spain, and that the Christian
kings should have succeeded, after eight
hundred years of wars, in expelling Islam
from Europe. Our continent was thus saved
to civilization, so we are accustomed to
reflect ; and we place the struggle of Spain
against the Moors in the same rank with the
struggle of Hellas with Troy, of Rome with
Carthage. We feel that in each case the
hordes of Asia were thrust back on their
native barbarism, and civilization was given
time to breathe before the next struggle.
Perhaps we are right; but in enduring the
yoke of Spain the world paid so fearful a
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price for its liberation from the sons of
Ishmael that there is room for speculation as
to whether we should not have been better
off if Islam had been permanently encamped
in the Peninsula.

Primarily, one would say, this depends on
the stamp of ruler that Islam produces.
Contemporary with the grand period of the
Spanish Empire, Islam produced two very
great rulers, Solyman and Akbar. Soly-
man, one of the greatest of the Turks; and
Akbar, not only one of the greatest of the
Moguls, but also one of the greatest of the
sons of men. Nor has Islam, even in our
own days, altogether lost the trick of turning
out these grand figures.

Among the men of this century few
names deserve to stand higher than that of
Sdldr Jang. The accident of an early death,
and perhaps his religious views, limited his
field of influence. But in his mental qualities
he ranked with Akbar and Hé4rin. When
Islam produces men like these the world is
the better for Muhammadanism. . But Islam
is not often in labour with men like S4ldr
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Jang, and it is safer to assume that the
Spanish Caliphate would have been ruled by
ordinary despots like, for example, N4dir
Shdh, or the late Shah Nasr ad Din. Spain
could hardly have been more desolate and
disorderly under their control than she was
under her own Philips’ and Charles’; and
Europe would have been saved from those
‘conquering bridegrooms’ whose alliances
threw so fatal a net round her prosperity and
happiness. Probably Portugal could not
long have maintained her independence, and
there would thus have been no Portuguese
Empire, which would have been a loss to the
world. But there would also have been no
Spanish Empire ; and that would have been
an immeasurable gain.

No people had such great Imperial oppor-
tunities as the Spaniards. When the crowns
of Castile and Aragon were united, and the
Moors were expelled from Spain, the
Spaniards found themselves the lords, not
only of their own country, but (by the
alliances of their kings) the rulers also of
Flanders, and of extensive territories in Italy.
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Their king became Emperor, and as such
held sway over the whole of Central Europe.
Soon they became the lords of the New
World ; yet a century and a half and they
had fallen, and their lands were portioned
out among aliens.

The Oriental precocity of their develop-
ment is only one of the many baleful traits
that their national character seems to have

assimilated during the long strife with Islam.
" It is a curious reflection that while inter-
- course with Islam benefited the Portuguese
\ it damaged the Spaniard. The Portuguese
appears to have assimilated from his Saracen
antagonists a roaming and adventurous
temper, and little else. The Spaniard took
on the ponderous gravity of the Turk, and a
double portion of his invincible stupidity. It
was impossible for him to add to his valour
by acquiring the courage of the Mussulman,
for no man could be more courageous than
the Spaniard of the grand epoch of Spain.
It is a marked characteristic of all Oriental
or Orientalized peoples that their features
fluctuate with the character of their rulers;
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and so we saw that the history of Portugal
is simply the history of her kings. It is not
so with the history of Spain. Either from
some strain of independence unconsciously
inherited from the days when she had free
institutions, or from some other cause, the
Spanish nature does not answer readily to
the hand of a leader. The Portuguese is
flexible enough, if he lacks initiative ; but
the Spaniard will neither move of his own
motive nor follow his leader. In fact, the
Spanish mind resembles a street in a Spanish
city—lofty, but narrow, with a glimpse of
heaven at the top; but rigid and gloomy,
and with no invigorating current of outside
air to purify its midst.

In Europe her influence was comparatively
short-lived. In Holland it was thrown off
after appalling horrors had been perpetrated
in the vain endeavour to uphold it. In
Naples and Sicily, where it persisted, the
depressed condition of these two naturally
wealthy countries remained a testimony as
eloquent of the baleful influence of Spanish
government as the condition of Spain itself.
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But it is in respect of the New World that
civilization brings the heaviest charges
against the Spaniards.

In a fine and musical phrase, Mr.
Frederick Myers foretells the possible sub-
sidence of the European mind into the
« immemorial sadness of the East." Perhaps
only one can hardly accept that fate as
inevitable, or even probable, without a con-
ception of Christian teaching which is far
from being universally adopted at present.
Besides, there is another alternative. There is
the ‘immemorial sadness of the East,’but there
is also the ‘immemorial gaiety of the West.’

We have some reason to look on political
success and business capacity as incompatible
with gaiety and indiscriminate enjoyment of
living. The successful nations of Europe
have mostly been the gloomy nations—the
Romans, the English. A certain ponderous
and haggard devotion to profitable employ-
ment is commonly regarded as indispensable
to the bearing of an Englishman.

The discovery of the maritime races of the
Pacific in various stages of civilization, from
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the lowest to the highest, who all take such
different views of life to our own, and who
are capable of becoming our rivals—possibly
our successful rivals—in all the graver
occupations of life—in war, in trade, in
politics ; the discovery, in fact, of the im-
memorial gaiety of the West, will probably
end by influencing our views in this respect.
Now, if England had fallen on Japan with \
Maxims and ironclads, and had so handled
her that in twenty years’ time her arts, her
religion, and her whole polity had become
nothing but a memory, England would have

been responsible for perhaps one-fourth of
the damage inflicted on the civilization of the
world by the conquests of Spain in the New
World. In Mexico, and still more in Peru, |
mighty material achievements were com-
pleted by people who yet carried on life so
differently from either Europeans or Asiatics
that their civilizations—had they survived—
might have taught us lessons of incomparable
value. The oft-told story of these two
conquests must here be summarized if we
would appreciate the Lost Empire of Spain
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“ Then felt I like some watcher of the skies
When a new planet swims into his ken ;
Or like stout Cortez, when with eagle eyes
He stared at the Pacific, and all his men
Looked at each other with a wild surmise,
Silent, upon a peak in Darien.’

This is the Cortez of imagination. The
real Cortez was a practical person, who never
made wild surmises about anything ; and we
know from his own pen that the only reflec-
tion that occurred to him on this moving
occasion was whether or not the Pacific
might prove to be the sea where the reputed
pearl islands were, and whether they would
be worth looting. That is, as the history of
the Spanish Empire reveals to us, the only
thing that would occur to a Spaniard, who
was the least romantic of mortals. His
grave bearing, sonorous mother tongue, and
remarkable military achievements, joined,
perhaps, to a gloomy picturesqueness in his
dress, have combined to give us rather a
false impression of the typical hidalgo. They
have hidden from us his contented ignorance
- and his stupid narrowness.

His ferocious intolerance we have good
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reason to remember; but we must needs
take some pains before we can realize how
SO vigorous a type may exist, and for a time
succeed—may conquer and found an empire
—and yet remain destitute of any glimmer of
real political capacity, or even of sound
business instinct.

Under the guise of a Christian knight, we
shall discover a type the nearest approach to
which is to be found in a Mussulman emir :
and we must offer our apologies to Islam for
the comparison.

There would have been no Spanish Empire
without Hernando Cortez, who was born in
Estremadura in the year 1485. His family
were not noble, but they were reputable folk,
his father being an officer in the army.
Hernando was a youth much addicted to
gallantry, and the scrapes that he got into
rather scandalized his respectable parents.
His last escapade severely lamed him for
the time, and prevented him leaving for the
New World with the expedition of Ovando.

After all, he began life early, for he was
only nineteen years of age when he left
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Spain for Hlspamola in the search for gold,
without a clear idea of how he was going to
get it—much as men leave England now for
Buluwayo. He landed, and presented him-
self at Government House. The Governor
was on tour, and Cortez was received by the
Private Secretary, who welcomed him with
the kindness always shown by private secre-
taries to young gentlemen on their travels
who are properly presented.

Cortez knew Ovando at home, so the
secretary was especially polite, and assured
him that he would have no difficulty in
obtaining a grant of land, and Indians to
work it. No doubt he was pleased at the
idea of gaining for the colony so promising
an immigrant. But Cortez was not excited at
the idea of becoming a colonial farmer, and
said so. In later years he used to proclaim
that his great object was to propagate the
Catholic faith, but in youth his motives
were more direct. ‘I came to get gold,” he
said—‘and not to till the soil, like a hind,’
he added, somewhat ungraciously, we must
admit. The secretary was shocked at this un-
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ceremonious way of receiving the Governor's
favours.

But Cortez's letters of credit were not very
heavy ; and, after all, a farm as a free gift,
with Indian slaves to work it, implied at
least a living. The Governor explained to
his young friend that gold was not to be
picked up every day; so Cortez made the
best of his circumstances, and settled down
on his land. He led an exciting life, full of
love-making and Indian wars, for seven
years. Itwas a life that would have satisfied
most men of his temperament ; but it did not
satisfy Hernando Cortez.

The officer charged by Ovando with the
conduct of the numerous wars in Hispaniola
was Diego de Velasquez. He had found
Cortez a useful man on an expedition, and in
the year 1511, when ordered on duty for the
conquest of Cuba, his first thought was to
secure the young colonist’s services. For
Cortez it was the choice of Hercules. His
estate in Hispaniola was paying well ; and
he was certain, if he remained in the island,

to find himself growing in importance every
8
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year, but his dreams of gold would be as
far from realization as ever. He accepted
Velasquez's offer.

The reduction of Cuba proved to be an
easy matter. Velasquez was in high good
humour with his lieutenant, and, on being
appointed to the Governorship, chose Cortez
for Colonial Secretary.

His official position did not, however,
bring with it the gravity suitable to his con-
nection with Government House, and he
came into collision with the Governor over
a love affair in which both men were in-
terested. Velasquez never forgave him; and
Cortez found himself in this uncomfortable
position—that he had given up a competence
in Hispaniola, quarrelled with the Governor
of Cuba, and was still as far as ever from
realizing his dreams of gold. For want of
occupation, he became a conspirator ; was
detected by the Governor, thrown into prison,
and narrowly escaped the gallows. The
Governor was now master of the situation.
Cortez, having disdained comfort and com-
parative respectability in his eagerness to
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acquire a fortune rapidly, found himself with
no alternative to passing the rest of his life
in gaol, except to do what he was told. He
made his peace with the Governor, married
the young lady, and settled down as a farmer
in Cuba.

There were gold-mines on his estates which
could be worked profitably; and Cortez
worked them. He became richer than
before ; but what he was still pining for was
a vast fortune, not a mere competence ; what
he aspired to was the profit of sack and
plunder, not the peddling yearly gains of
agriculture and trade. Another opportunity
for realizing his dreams presented itself in
the year 1518. Expeditions had been sent
to the mainland by Velasquez, and now
returned with the news that there at least
gold was quite a common material ; men
used it for all purposes. Moreover, the land
was inhabited by people with a high standard
of civilization. The houses were of stone;
not of reeds and rushes, as in the islands.

Here evidently was a country well worth

plundering ; and Cortez, as soon as he heard
8—2
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of it. determined to secure the job for him-
self. This was not an €asy matter ; for he
was naturally out of favour with the Governor,
with whom lay the selection of the captain
for the new expedition. He did not make a
personal application, but prevailed on those
surrounding Velasquez to plead his cause.
He was probably the best man that the
Governor could find; for, in addition to being
a man of proved daring and resource, he had
become a substantial person, with means
enough to equip the expedition at his own
expense. The Governor assented, and Cortez
set to work. He succeeded too well, and
was too evidently the right man for the work
to give entire satisfaction to so suspicious a
man as Velasquez.

[t was contemplated to revoke his com
mission, but the friends who had procured it
for him gave timely notice of the Governor's
intention, and Cortez set sail from Santiago
de Cuba without completing his preparations,
leaving Velasquez in extreme anger at having
been foiled. With massive assurance Cortez,
although sailing under the Governor’s in-
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structions, in defiance of the Governor's
known intention to supersede him, put in at
various ports of Cuba, and completed his
preparations. Orders were sent to arrest
him ; but, under the stimulélting influence of
an independent command, his character was
rapidly developing. He was felt to be a
dangerous man to meddle with ; and, making
their choice between the displeasure of
Velasquez and the displeasure of Cortez, the
captains of the various ports where he put in
deliberately disobeyed their orders. Cortez
completed his preparations at his leisure, and
on February 18, 1519, he set sail for the
conquest of Mexico. He was thirty-four
years of age, and had been fifteen years in
the Colonies.

The Aztecs were originally a tribe of North
American Indians, who, in the course of their
wanderings, settled down on the shores of
the Lake of Mexico. About the time of
the sixth Crusade, they had just arrived at
their Central American home, and built their
huts of reeds and rushes on the sunny, sedgy
margin of the lake. Thanks to the first
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Archbishop of Mexico—who destroyed the
State Records in one vast bonfire, conceiving
them to be magical instruments !-—we know
next to nothing of the Aztec history of the
next four centuries.

But at the beginning of the sixteenth
century the empire of Mexico was a monarchy,
hereditary in one family; but the newly-
elected Emperor had to prove his capacity
before his coronation. The Head of the
State might be a person pursuing very
ordinary avocations before his call, but his
fitness being once demonstrated he received
almost divine honours. There was a punc-
tiliously graded aristocracy, and the little
Aztec tribe had so multiplied that the land
was thickly populated. There was a simple,
but efficacious, judicial system, and the judges

+ were independent of the Crown—a state of

things not reached in England until a century

and a half later. This fact is, by itself,
- evidence of high political capacity. The

' military career was honoured, but not more

so than trade.

As one consequence of this state of things
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—so exceptional in all ages and countries—
there was no brigandage. The land, and
especially the capital, were carefully policed ;
the roads were very good. The Aztecs had
no beasts of burden, but a busy commerce,
nevertheless, covered all the roads with
porters ; and the Imperial post travelled fast
and regularly. One hundred miles in twenty-
four hours was the usual time allowed for the
transmission of reports. Nor was this pace
a characteristic only of the hardy labourers ;
officers of the Crown were expected to be
equally expeditious—and were so. In war
or peace the nobles were excellent travellers.

In that intense climate, blazing with sun-
shine and gorgeous with flowers, it is hardly
surprising that the arts flourished. There
was no writing except hieroglyphics, little
painting, and the music was primitive. It
consisted of drum, whistle and conch, and
revelled in half-tones and quarter-tones, like
the depressing noises that do duty for chants
and triumphs in an Indian temple. But,
this said, we have reached the limits of Aztec
ignorance, and in the other arts they far
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surpassed Europeans. They were ﬁmshed
goldsmiths. By long practice the art of
working in gold seems to have become almost
snstinctive with them. The Spaniards ad-
mitted that Europe had nothing to show that
could compare with Mexican goldsmithry.
The most delicate specimens were melted
down and sent to Spain to pay for the wars
of the Emperor —a bitter comment on the
Conquest, more eloquent than pages of
declamation.

Gold being plentiful, it was used for
everything : for decorating armour, for
friezes in houses, for table-plate on great
occasion—wherever, in fact, it could be em-
ployed artistically. The art of decorating
in feathers is practically lost. The Mexicans
carried it to a high pitch of excellence.
Green was the royal colour, but vestments
and pélkis were elaborately wrought in the
appropriate colours of the owners. Liveries
and heraldic devices were of necessity
scrupulously observed, as in all feudal States,
for much depended on them.

The Aztecs were excellent engineers.
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Their capital was built on a lake, and when
we consider that the population of Mexico
city numbered 300,000, we can form some
idea of the amount of causeway and irriga-
tion work necessary to keep order in the
midst of so large and busy a population.
They were admirable gardeners, cultivating
with care, and arranging with the nicest art.
The floating gardens on the Lake of Mexico
were like fairy creations. It was on these
diminutive but exquisite islands that all
the market gardening of the capital was
done. But many of them were simply float-
ing flower-gardens, created and maintained
for the delight of the eye and the pride
of life.

In architecture their performances were
naturally limited by their ignorance of the
use of iron, but they did wonderful things
with flint. Their temples were lofty con-
structions, rising to a height of 100 feet,
but the ordinary house was of one or two
stories only, and was not remarkable outside;
inside it was elegant and light, with suitable
and not cumbrous furniture. They were
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nice in eating and drinking, and were great
smokers and snuff-takers. Europe owes to
the Aztecs at least one other delicacy—
chocolate, which was the favourite drink of
the Emperor, and was consequently the only
drink for persons of quality. It seems to
have been consumed in large quantities,
whipped up to the consistency of a very light
bavaroise, an art which we have lost. The

common drink, pulque, still used in Mexico,
was slightly intoxicating.

We now come to the astounding fact that
a rare and special delicacy at Aztec dinners
was human flesh. The God of War was
only appropriately worshipped with human
sacrifices, and the privilege of consuming
flesh thus offered was highly appreciated.
The victims were, as a rule, captives taken
in battle, and there is no use in blinking the
fact that an Aztec temple must have been a
hideous spectacle. The frightful effigy of
the god looked down on an altar, only
rightly served when it bore a human heart.
The walls were foul with the splashes of
stale blood, and the priests were the only
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people in Mexico whom we can rightly call
savages. Their ritual was loathsome, but
their prayers (of which some have fortunately

been preserved) were lofty and dignified.
As transliterated into English, the Mexican

tongues appear to be hideous jargon, but the

Europeans who first heard them spoken

described them as both sonorous and elegant.

It was not written, but the Mexicans had

elaborated the art of picture-writing, at

which they had grown adepts. The State

papers were kept in a sort of record-office.

As has been mentioned, Zumarraga, the first

Archbishop of Mexico, destroyed all that

he could lay his hands on.

The great blot on the national life was the
habit of human sacrifice. It was no doubt
as debasing to the national character as the
bull-fights of the Spaniards; more so,
perhaps. When all is said, it was shocking
to the last degree, but it was a habit pursued
by our own ancestors a few centuries earlier.
It disappeared from England under the in-
fluence of milder teaching. In the modified
degree of Sati it was practised in India not
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so long since, and was suppressed by a simple
legislative enactment. No doubt the Aztecs
who had raised themselves so high in four
short centuries would have dropped the
habit in time. It had already been practi-
cally suppressed in the neighbouring and
federated State of Tezcuco.

If we seek for a parallel to aid our con-
ception of the Aztec State, we shall find it in
Japan. In both countries we find the same
religious reverence for the Emperor, the
same punctiliously - graded aristocracy, the
same instinctively artistic peasantry, the
same capacity for political work, the same
fierce and dauntless spirit in war. The
Aztecs were behindhand in that their religion
was gloomy and bloody, but the Japanese
lagged behind the Aztecs in the extrava-
gant prominence that they awarded to the
military caste.

Such was the mighty and wealthy State
that Cortez proposed to subdue with an army
of 863 men, all told, of whom 200 were
Indians. On April 21, 1519, he landed on
the site of the city of Vera Cruz, and for
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the first time realized the difficulties of his
vast enterprise.  Although he was never
turned aside from his determination to
conquer Mexico, either by the mutiny of his
followers or the loss of battles, he felt for
long after the outset an intense anxiety
as to the means he should employ to that
stupendous end.

It was cheering to observe the terror with
which the natives regarded his cavalry.
Having never seen a horse and his rider
before, they regarded them as supernatural
beings. This was to the good, but he only
had sixteen horses. He was fortunate in
obtaining two interpreters, one a Spaniard,
the survivor of an earlier expedition, the
other a beautiful Indian girl, who never
forsook him throughout all his trials and
dangers. Through them he learnt some-
thing of the politics of Central America, and
he turned his information to his use with a
dexterity and courage truly Napoleonic. He
very soon heard the name of Montezuma, the
reigning Emperor, and it became plain that
there were rifts within the fabric of the Aztec
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State Whlch if Wldened might well bring it
to the ground.

Montezuma had been on the throne for
seventeen years when Cortez landed, and
had made his name a terror through all the
borders of Anahuac. He was a successful
soldier, but his early training had been for
the priesthood. He was intensely orthodox,
and regarded the proper supply of human
victims as one of his first duties. His wise
old uncle, the King of Tezcuco, had nearly
succeeded in stamping out human sacrifices,
but Montezuma was not a reformer, any
more than Philip II. Like the Spanish King,
he loved seclusion, and took a Satanic pride
in his rank. He loved to isolate himself
in semi-divine solitude ; his sole pleasure was
in making other men obey him—if possible,
obey him unwillingly. We must be content
therefore, in spite of his misfortunes, to rank
him with the second-rate men. If he had,
during the seventeen years of his reign, shown
the slightest desire to conciliate, the Spaniards
might have found on their landing a united
nation that would have driven them back to
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their ships. Montezuma was powerful ; he
would be omnipotent—and he fell.

For there were those within the boundaries
of the Aztec Empire who would not obey the
Emperor. At their head were the men of
Tlascala, a republican State on the Atlantic
border of Mexico. The Tlascalans were
the Swiss of Central America. They had
repulsed the Aztecs over and over again, and
maintained their independence in spite of
menaces and offers. The power of Monte-
zuma was so great that he was able to cause
them very great discomfort by cutting them
off from food supplies. They lived hardly,
but were stubbornly determined to maintain
their independence. =~ The Emperor had
treated them with particular cruelty, and at
the time when Cortez landed they had a
frenzied hatred for the city of Mexico and its
monarch, a hatred that (as we shall see)
closed their ears to all appeals of reason or

self-interest.

All this was explained to Cortez soon after
his landing, and he listened attentively, with
outward indifference, but intense inward
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gratification. If he could win over the
Tlascalans, his conquest was assured, and he
was the more resolved to persist in his
endeavours when he heard of a certain
legend that was current throughout the
domains of Montezuma.  This was the
legend of the fair god who had sailed away
:to the East, and had promised to return in
the fulness of time, when the Aztec dominion
was to come to an end. Was Cortez the
fair god? all men eagerly inquired, and
Cortez replied that he was.

This judicious assumption of the Divine
character had far wider and deeper results
than Cortez could have anticipated at the
time. For Montezuma was learned in all
the lore of his religion, and was perfectly
acquainted with the legend of the fair god.
He knew that the time was near when,
according to prophecy, he should return and
claim his own, and, being a very religious
man, he hardly dreamed of opposing the
Divine invader. Thus the resistance of the
city of Mexico was paralyzed from the
outset—a most important point, for the
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Mexicans were quite as good fighters as the
Tlascalans, and were better armed and
provided, besides being more numerous.
So, fighting where necessary, diplomatizing
wherever possible, Cortez slowly made his
way through Zempoalla, Tlascala and
Cholula, and on November 8, 1 519, he
made his formal entry into the fairy city of
Mexico.

The Emperor had done all that lay in his
power, short of fighting, to delay the march
of the Spaniards. He had sent embassy
after embassy, each laden with presents more
magnificent than the last, and all conveying
the regret of Montezuma that he could not
receive Cortez in his capital. But Cortez
‘was not the man to be put aside with polite
phrases, and his repeated assurances that the
message he bore from his master could only
be delivered to the Emperor in his capital
were telling on the superstitious mind of
Montezuma. The mere expression of the
despot’s wish had been, until the arrival of
the Spaniards, enough to awe all men into
Acquiescence ; and here were men who not

9



124 LOST EMPIRES OF THE MODERN WORLD

only declined to obey him, but were resolved
on taking precisely the opposite course to
that which he hinted was the proper one.
Moreover, besides the presumption from
prophecy that the strangers Were divine,
there was other and very tangible evidence
of the fact. The Emperor had seen Cortez
take the road that led through Tlascala with
great satisfaction ; for he hoped that in this
mountainous region the Spaniards would be
destroyed. In the recesses of his mind there
was still a lingering hope that, after all,
Cortez might not be the divine being that
he pretended to be, and he trusted that the
Tlascalans would settle the question for him.

There was great debate in the Tlascalan
Senate as to the course the Republic should
take, and the first decision had been for war.
Deep was the consternation of Montezuma,
when his couriers brought him the news
that Cortez had made mincemeat of the
Republicans. His musketry, his mail-clad
warriors, and his dreaded cavalry, had cut
their finest armies to pieces; and his own
diplomacy had subsequently converted the
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foes of Montezuma into the allies of the
Spaniards.  Thus the men who entered
Mexico now came, not only as mysterious
strangers, but accompanied by 6,000 Tlas-
calan guards, who followed them like well-
trained dogs who knew their master.

With grand courtesy the Emperor came
out to meet the dreaded strangers. He
welcomed them to his capital, and assigned
a vast palace for their residence, sufficiently
spacious to accommodate not only the
Spaniards, but also the whole of the
Tlascalan auxiliaries. It was with some
trepidation and infinite precaution that
Cortez established himself in his new
quarters. In this city of solid buildings,
interlaced with deep canals, and swarming
with a warlike and unfriendly population,
there was every chance that he might be
cut off and overwhelmed by mere force of
numbers. An exchange of visits followed,
during one of which Montezuma owned the
supremacy of the Spanish Crown, probably
not very clearly understanding what he was
doing, But Cortez was more discouraged

9—2
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than ever when he had seen the Emperor’s
court and capital. The busy markets, per-
fectly ordered, where on booths smothered
in gorgeous flowers all the products of a
continent were displayed for sale, gave a
most depressing idea of the resources of the
Aztec State.

As for the Court, the long lines of bowing
nobles, the gorgeous ceremonials, the incense
rising everywhere, the etiquette more rigid
and more punctiliously exacted than the
etiquette of Spain itself, the unparalleled
beauty of the interior of the palace, left but
one impression on the conquistadores. They
were now, indeed, in the lions’ den. They
durst not, even if they had an excuse, attack
an empire of such strength; yet, if they did
not, nothing remained but to retreat to Cuba,
where they would be covered with ignominy
for their failure, and probably be brought to
trial by Velasquez. If they merely stayed
on as guests in the city of Mexico, they would
not be advancing their cause, even if they
were not superseded by a fresh expedition
sent from Cuba, or from Spain itself. They
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were desperate men, and none was more
desperate than their chief. He called to his
aid the same sublime assurance with which,
as a lad of nineteen, he told the Governor of
Hispaniola that he wanted gold, not lands—
with which he had provisioned his expedition
in the ports of Cuba against the express
orders of the Governor. He kidnapped the
Emperor, and put him in chains in the
Spanish quarters. The chains were soon
removed, but Montezuma remained a
prisoner. Fifteen hundred thousand pounds
sterling were exacted from him under the
name of a present to the King of Spain, to
whom he formally swore allegiance.

Cortez, having obtained an advantage,
pressed it home, and the Emperor sank to
the position of a puppet in the Spaniard’s
hands. The people were wild with rage and
consternation ; but the Emperor (to save his
own pride) repeatedly assured them that he
was there of his own will ; so all excuse for

rising was taken away. Nevertheless, a
the same

rising appeared imminent, and at
ought to

time the alarming news Wwas br
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Cortez that a new expedition had landed at
Vera Cruz, with orders to bring him to trial
for disobedience to the instructions of
Velasquez.

The latter news was much more dis-
quieting than the discontent of the Aztecs.
It was another crisis in the fate of Cortez.
Leaving behind him as many men as he
could afford to spare, he marched against
his new enemies. Narvaez was in command,
an incompetent vapouring soldier, who could
not be roused into vigilance even by the
news, which reached him on all hands, of
Cortez' astonishing achievements. Had he
been a man of ordinary capacity, even of
such humble military capacity as consists
in keeping a watch at night, Cortez’ days
had been numbered; for Narvaez' forces
were numerically far stronger than the little
band of conquistadores. However, a night
surprise gave Cortez the victory, with very
little bloodshed, and diplomacy completed
‘his triumph the next day. He represented
to Narvaez' men how much more profitable
it would be to share in the plunder of Mexico
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than to go back to Cuba on the pay of a
common soldier, and the result was that he
marched back to the city of Mexico much
stronger than when he had started.
Alvarado, who had stayed behind to guard
Montezuma, was a savage man, who could
think of no better way of stilling the Aztec
discontent than to entrap 600 of the nobles
in an enclosed courtyard and slaughter them.
This act precipitated the rising of the people,
and immediately on Cortez’ return it broke
out. The Spaniards were besieged in their
quarters. It was an additional misfortune
for them that the captive Emperor was
mortally wounded by the hands of his own
subjects as he was endeavouring to quiet
them. The Spaniards thus lost what was
a perpetual guarantee for their safety and
indemnity for their conduct. All hope was
now gone; the worst had happened, and
nothing remained but for Cortez to cut his
way out as best he could. He contrived to
do so, but only with the loss of all his guns,
= most of his treasure, and half his men. His
. Tlascalan allies were hewn down by the
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hundred, and he hlmself was severely
wounded. More than half the Spaniards,
and more than two-thirds of the Tlascalans,
were killed—about 4,450 all told—in the
disastrous night-retreat known to history as
the Triste Noche, July 1, 1520. Cortez had
to fight one more great battle in the open;
and at last, half dead himself, and with a
band of followers who hardly looked like an
armed force, he found shelter within the
hospitable walls of Tlascala.

The Aztecs now gave proof of high
political capacity. They sent messengers
to Tlascala, saying: ‘We grant that we
have behaved badly to you in the past;
but consider how much more dangerous are
these white men to the peace of our country
than any excesses of tyranny on our part can
be—excesses that we promise shall not be
repeated in the future. As for these white
~men, we received them kindly, and see what
they have done; they have profaned our
temples and plundered our treasure; they
led our Emperor captive, and he died in
their hands. Our sons have died by the
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thousand to expel them from our city of
Mexico. You see, they are not gods, as
they pretended, but mortals like ourselves,
only better armed. If we have been faith-
less in the past, the white men are still more
perfidious. You see how they treated us,
even so will they treat you. But join us now
in expelling them before more come, and we
will arrange our differences among ourselves.’

The fate of Central America trembled in
the balance. It was the older men, reputed
wise, who were in favour of Cortez; the
young men, of whom the chief was shortly
after hanged by Cortez, reputed rash,
showed the greater foresight. The elders
said: ‘Let us break Mexico, and we will
then deal with Cortez’; the younger said :
‘Nay, we know that we can at least hold
our own against Mexico, but these terrible
strangers have beaten us all over and over
again, and we know not what they may do.
They are now in our power ; let us make an
end of them.! Age and authority and the
traditions of prescriptive policy carried the
day, and the embassy of the Aztecs returned
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after a parting jeremiad over the impending
fate of Anahuac.

At his leisure, and in the secure ease
assured to him by the credulous Tlascalans,
Cortez soon recovered from his wounds, and
prepared for his final campaign. He built
twelve brigantines, with which to operate
on the Lake of Mexico, and had them
carried on the shoulders of porters to the
shores of the Lake. He raised levies, sup-
plemented by the fortunate arrival of a rein-
forcement of men and horses from the islands,
and at last, with 100,000 auxiliaries and goo
Spaniards, he stood once more before the
city of Mexico.

Under the leadership of their young
Emperor, Guatemozin, the successor of
Montezuma, the Aztecs fought like tigers.
They cut their dykes, like the Hollanders,
and disputed every inch of the way into
their beloved capital. They repulsed many
assaults, on one occasion capturing sixty-two
Spaniards, who were sacrificed alive in
Patches under the eyes of their comrades
in the camp of the besiegers. At one time
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it seemed as if the allies would have melted
away before the tremendous labours of re-
ducing the Aztec capital, and without his
allies Cortez could have done but little. But
the genius of their commander carried the
day. Famine did most of the work, and,
after a three months’ siege, Cortez entered
the heap of ruins that stood where, eighteen
months before, the city of Mexico had shone,
a fairy creation, and the conquest of Mexico
was complete. About 50,000 of the victors
had perished during the long blockade ;
120,000 Aztec corpses, at the lowest com-
putation, choked the streets and canals of
the ruined capital. The Emperor was
captured, and received assurance of Cortez’
great regard for his indomitable courage.
He was assured that a Spaniard knew how
to respect a chivalrous enemy. '

“They praised him to his face with their courtly foreign

grace”

He was then tortured, in order to make him
reveal the whereabouts of the Aztec treasure,
- and was shortly after strung up by the road-
- side like a detected footpad. Mexico, as a
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civilized State, disappeared from the face of
the earth, and its place was taken by a
bastard Spain, whose sordid barbarism was
so long a blot on the face of the earth.

This is, in a few words, the net result
of Spanish interference in the New World—
the substitution of barbarism for civilization.
It was a retrograde movement of a violent,
even a cataclysmic, nature. A whole chapter
of the world’s history was blotted out—a
vivid and picturesque type of humanity
was destroyed, and the world is not advan-
taged by the inferior type that has taken
its place. This is the grand contrast be-
tween the work of England and the work of
Spain. The former is creative and con-
servative, the latter was destructive.

It is no doubt possible to cavil at the work
of England, but these facts remain : That
the Spaniard destroyed records where the
Englishman laboriously collects and pre-
serves them ; the Spaniard ruthlessly stamped
out Paganism where England has punctili-
ously and jealously abstained from any official
interference whatever with the faith of her
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non-Christian subjects. Spain blotted out
old arts and crafts, and destroyed monu-
ments of quaint learning by the cartload.
England carefully and even tenderly pre-
serves the mosques and temples of India,
even where the failing means, and perhaps
the waning faith, of their votaries throw on
her a task that, from no narrow point of
view, is no part of her duty.

It may be that England will find her
account hereafter a heavy one; it may be
that she is earning for herself the denuncia-
tion of the Laodiceans. Such is not the
opinion of the present writer, and, indeed,
it can hardly be the opinion of anyone except
a religious fanatic. Let us, however, admit
that to be the case; let us grant that
the horrible tale of destruction that goes by
the name of the Conquest of the New World
has laid up for Spain a crown of glory, in
that she has made a vast population Christian.

There remains the less transcendental view
of the duties of a governing State, and if we
consider merely which of the two has con-
tributed to the sum of human happiness and
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which has diminished it, we need not mind
being convicted of error, and perhaps worse
than error, so long as in the broad outlines of
our policy we have contrived to differ Zofo
cwlo from the policy of Spain.

Just three centuries after the downfall of
Mexico the country threw off the yoke of
Spain, and, after some natural turbulence,
has, in the last twenty years, raised itself
once more to the rank of a respectable State.
Side by side with the destruction of Spanish
influence, a sensible diminution in the infusion
of Spanish blood has gone on. Native blood
has asserted itself, and, under the guise of a
Christian Republic, we are now face to face
with what is practically a new Aztec State.

The Conquest of Mexico is generally dis-
cussed as if it were a question of the personal
merits or demerits of Hernando Cortez.
By birth he was a gentleman, and upon
occasion he behaved like a gentleman, but
he was quite prepared to behave like a
ruffian if occasion demanded it; he had no
prejudices. He was created a marquis by
his grateful sovereign. On the death of his
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first wife he married a duke’s daughter, and
lived in great magnificence.

The Conquest of Mexico is illumined by
the glamour which always gathers round the
exploits of a young man ; but the Conquest
of Peru has missed that attraction. Cortez
was a man of decent birth, some slight
education, and no small official experience.
But the conquerors of Peru were little better
than beach-combers. Francis Pizarro was a
colonial desperado. He was one of the
most illustrious of the illustrious race of
bastards—Ilike another conquistador, William
of Normandy. He was an ignorant man,
and could neither read nor write. At an
early age he left his native country, and is
first heard of in ‘the islands’ at the age of
thirty-nine. By this expression we mean
nowadays the South Sea Islands, but in
Pizarro’s time it meant the West Indies.

Here, so report went, a man might make
his way, even if he had no father to speak of.
If he failed, there was always sport to con-
sole him—sport of the kind dear to a
Spaniard’s heart, hunting natives with blood-
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hounds and similar diversions. At any rate,
it was better than herding swine, which was
all he had to look forward to in the old
country. It would seem as if Pizarro was
the very man to succeed in a lawless country
like this. He had a frame of iron, an ex-
pression often misused, but not out of place
here, when we consider the miraculous feats
of endurance that he performed in Peru. He
was devoid of any of the softer impulses of
mankind : he had no fear, no pity, no shame,
and no faith—except the Catholic faith.
Such a man ought to succeed anywhere, and
especially in the rough life of the islands.

But Pizarro had no luck. Youth passed
away, and middle-age came and was some
way advanced, and still Pizarro was knock-
ing about the islands, leading a lawless and
adventurous life, but without regular em-
ployment, without money, and without credit.
Youngsters who might have been his sons
were making names and fortunes, but
Pizarro, who was grizzled now, was a beach-
comber still, nameless, unsuccessful, poor,
discredited, and fifty years of age.
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Then came the Conquest of Mexico, and
Pizarro, who, had the expression been in-
vented, would have said that the islands
were ‘played out,’ felt that it was time to
move on ; so he sailed to Mexico.

But nothing much came of it. The fighting
was over, the spoil apportioned, and the
country was fast assuming a settled aspect,
with officials who frowned on fresh adven-
turers. So Pizarro drifted across the country
to Panama, a city which shares with Miltdn
the reputation of being separated from the
lower regions only by a sheet of paper.
Panama was the extremest point of the
Spanish dominions, and officialdom had not
yet got it into order. It bore the reputa-
tion that Callao does to-day, and Pizarro was
at home in its congenial atmosphere.

Moreover, there were rumours abroad of a
new Mexico, as yet undiscovered, and lying
to the south. One or two expeditions had
been fitted out, but had returned empty-
handed, and brought news of a barren coast
and frightful storms encountered at sea.

But they also brought the news that every
10
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Indian they had spoken to had persisted in
the story of a great country as rich in gold
as Mexico, that did indubitably exist, and
apparently asked nothing better than to be
conquered.  This was good enough for
Pizarro, who asked nothing better than to
be a conquistador. The difficulty, of course,
was money. The desperadoes of Panama
might be persuaded to volunteer for the
expedition on the chance of plunder,
although even that much was not positively
certain, as the chance seemed remote. But
for the purchase or hire of a ship, and for its
provisioning with stores and arms, a con-
siderable sum was needed.

The Governor would do nothing for the
expedition ; he did not believe in the
Eldorado, and he did not care about Pizarro.
The deus ex machina was the Vicar of
Panama, who came forward and supplied the
necessary funds for Pizarro and his fellow
bastard adventurers. It subsequently trans-
pired that he was acting for the Licentiate
Espinosa, who really found the money.

However, the Vicar was a respectable
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person—the only respectable man of the
three, in fact—and the money that he pro-
duced and the support of his name were
invaluable to the adventurers, Pizarro and
Almagro. Two little ships were found and
provisioned, and manned with about 100
desperadoes, led and commanded by the
most desperate of them all — Francisco
Pizarro. Almagro stayed behind to com-
plete the furnishing of the second vessel,
and Pizarro set sail alone in November,
1524 ; he was fifty-three years of age.

We must not confuse the expedition of
Pizarro down the western coast of America
with the expedition of the Portuguese down
the coast of Africa a century earlier. Pizarro
was not anxious to add to the sum of human
knowledge ; he was not interested in new
civilization. He had no desire to trade, or
to see new countries for the sake of experi-
ence. His one object was gold, and he

_intended to get gold by looting. The hard-
ships that he sustained during the next seven
- years were almost miraculously supported by
~ himself and his followers ; but to describe his

30—3
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expedition as «chivalrous’ or ‘crusading’
would be to forget altogether the proper use
of those words. For Pizarro it was neck or
nothing ; the chance of a miserable death on
the one hand, and the certainty of a prison
in Panama on the other. To persist was to
face almost unendurable hardships, but to
turn back was to end his days in gaol amid
the derision of the colony of Panama.

It would be ridiculous not to allow Pizarro
the fullest praise—and no praise can be too
oreat—for his endurance and resolution ;
these were so great that it is inexplicable
that he should have passed so many years in
poverty and comparative insignificance. But
it is surely no less ridiculous to exalt him
into a knight-errant, a crusader, and a mis-
sionary. He was a desperate gambler, play-
ing with borrowed money, and staking on
numbers.

The extraordinary struggle with adverse
fortune lasted for seven years. Pizarro and
his men sailed through fearful storms, and
Janded on the shore of what is now Ecuador.
They waded through swamps — tropical
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swamps—some died of fever, some from
alligators and snakes, and some from starva-
tion. The survivors subsisted, like marooned
sailors, on berries and shell-fish. They cast
themselves away on a desert island so as to
be free to breathe for a while air that was not
actually pestilential.

After two years of separate wandering,
Pizarro and Almagro met, half-naked and
half-starved. Pizarro had not done much,
but Almagro had collected sorme gold and
silver ornaments, and both had collected
information as to the existence of Peru, so
definite that it was quite plain that a better-
found expedition would have no difficulty in
reaching the land of gold. Two things they
had learnt : they must not start in the rainy
season, and they must not waste their
strength in the swampy coast-country, but
sail further south, where there was drier
land and more open roads. But money was
wanted for this, so to Panama they must
needs repair.

The Governor was furious with them. In
his eyes they were pestilent fellows. He
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did not want to hear about the new countries
they had discovered—what Spaniard would ?
He did not praise them for their endur-
ance : he only cursed them for losing
lives that might have been of some use to
him. If he could have thrown them into gaol
he would gladly have done so. Never was
man less adventurously minded than the
Governor of Panama.

But Pizarro and his friend met with sym-
pathizers in the colony. Although they had
not brought back a fortune, they had brought
back something ; they were no longer penni-
less. And once more the Vicar came to the
rescue. He advanced 20,000 pieces of eight
on the condition that the spoils of Peru
should be divided equally between himself
and the two adventurers. He administered
the Holy Eucharist to them over the bargain,
and the congregation was melted to tears as
he divided the consecrated wafer into three
portions, symbolical of the threefold partition
of Peru. It is difficult to see what there was
to weep over, and the tears, unless they were
prophetic of the fate of the Inca, were mis-
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placed. The Governor was so far softened by
the appearance of a cash basis for the opera-
tions that he gave the expedition his good-
will. What the value of the Governor’s good-
will might be is not quite clear. Probably it
amounted to this, that the adventurers were
to be unmolested by the officials of the port.
The Governor's price was moderate—1,000
pieces of eight—and the adventurers gladly
paid it out of the Vicar's loan.

The colonists of Panama seem to have
been easily cast down. When all was said
and done, Pizarro’s losses had not been very
heavy. On his first voyage he had started
out with 200 men, of whom, after two years’
wandering in the most unwholesome climate
in the world, he had nevertheless contrived
to bring back 150. But this mortality was
quite enough to dissuade the men of Panama,
desperate though they were, from trying
their luck with him, and it was chiefly from
a band of immigrant adventurers that he
enlisted his crews for the second venture.
They made a more open country and tried
to penetrate inland, but the natives had
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grown wary : they armed and drove the
Spaniards back to their ships. It was out
of the question to try the country they had
been baffled in before, and Pizarro accord-
ingly retreated to the island of Gallo in about
N. Lat. 2° and sent Almagro to Panama to
ask for more help.

Why he did not proceed south is not quite
evident ; probably his crews would not have
permitted the venture. They wanted large
profits and quick returns, and had no
stomach for discovery for discovery's sake.
So Pizarro laid up at Gallo, and Almagro
went to Panama to ply the Vicar and the
new Governor.

The Vicar stood to his guns, but the
Governor was determined to put up with no
more nonsense. He despatched a vessel to
Gallo with orders to bring away every
Spaniard that was left alive, and to put an
end, once and for all, to Pizarro’s ridiculous
and costly filibustering schemes. The ship
arrived, and the officer in command an-
nounced his instructions. Pizarro refused to
obey them, and thirteen of his fellows stood
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by him; the rest returned to Panama in the
Governor's ship.

It was the policy of the suspicious Govern-
ment of Spain to allow no Governor to hold
his post long enough to gain any local
influence, and Pedrarias was by now replaced
by a new Governor. We have seen what
his temper was, but the Vicar knew of a
weak point in the new Governor’'s armour.
It seems that he had, in point of fact, been
commanded by the Council of the Indies (or,
as we should call it, the Colonial Office) to
give Pizarro what help he wanted. So, by
working judiciously on this clause, it was
finally wrung from the Governor as an act
of grace that a Spanish vessel should be
placed at Pizarro's disposal for six months,
at the expiration of which period he was
positively commanded to return to Panama
and report progress.

He was absent, not six months, but
eighteen, and when he re-appeared, he h.ad
long been given up for dead by the entire
colony. During his long absence he had
discovered the Empire of the Incas. He

Sk A
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applied to the Governor for funds to help
him to subjugate and plunder it, and was
met with a flat refusal. It was not that the
Governor had any humane scruples. He
merely looked on Pizarro’s application as an
unsound business-offer, which he had no
intention of accepting, or even of furthering
in any way. The adventurers were in
despair. Once more the Vicar came to the
rescue, raised funds to enable Pizarro to
cross the seas and lay his plans before the
Emperor, and despatched him to Spain with
his blessing. On his arrival he was arrested
and thrown into prison for an old debt. But
the Emperor soon put a stop to this
SUMMmAary process.

Charles was a Fleming, or a Burgundian,
rather than a Spaniard; and he was not
popular in Spain. Spain to the Spaniard
was the only country in the world, but to
Charles it was only one of his many
provinces. He was not at home with the
Spaniards ; he did not like their pride, which
he thought ridiculous, or their quarrelsome-
ness, which fretted his own diplomatic
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temper. They bored him to death, and he
was happiest when away from their pre-
tentiousness, and their spiteful and intriguing
politics. But he was a good business-man,
and did not neglect details. The Colonial
enterprises of Spain he had conducted from
the outset so as to guard his own pocket,
and had given them no other attention, until
the success of Cortez had showed him that it
was worth his while to do so. His quick
insight taught him that in Pizarro he had
found another adventurer, who, if carefully
managed, would fill his pockets with gold at
no expense to himself. He had no intention
of losing so favourable an opportunity. So
Pizarro was set at liberty and sent for to
Toledo.

In their ways of doing business the
Spaniards were, as they are, Orientals. We
find everywhere the same personal jealousies
and intrigues that hinder affairs in an
Eastern Court. Nothing moves with - the
regularity of the affairs of a great State;
backstairs rule prevails everywhere. ~Not
even the favour of the Sovereign exempts a
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man from the necessity of paying bak/kshish.
And all this, not in periods of a nation’s
decay as in Spain at present, or in England
under Charles II., but in the full tide of
national prosperity, and at a time when their
King was a man of the highest capacity, and
was Emperor as well as King.

Pizarro found this out soon enough. His
thrifty monarch had dignified him with high-
sounding titles, and a new coat of arms, had
commanded him to conquer and tranquillize
Peru, and had been graciously pleased to
command Pizarro to transmit to him one-
fifth of the plunder. But he had neglected
to supply him with the means to equip his
fleet. However, he got it together somehow.
The Colonial Office made a last bid for
bakhshisk, and announced their intention of
inspecting his vessels, to see if their regula-
tions had been complied with. Pizarro
knew what that meant, so he started im-
mediately, and in January, 1530, sailed for
the New World.

As a conquistador, Pizarro showed him-
self a capable pupil of Cortez; but it must
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be admitted that he had a much easier task
to perform. The Peruvians were as far
above the Aztecs as the Aztecs were above
the Spaniards. In the first voyage of
Pizarro to Peru, they had welcomed him
and his men with the enchanting gaiety and
hospitality of the better tribes of the South
Seas, but they were far more advanced than
any of those agreeable people. The ex-
ternals of life were the same—flowers and

dance and song and graceful manners—but
the Peruvians had worked out for themselves
a civilization so exalted and so beautiful that
of the twin destroyers, Cortez and Pizarro, to
whom the world owes an undying grudge,
Pizarro must take the first place.

The Peruvian State included practically
the whole of the West of South America.
Englishmen mostly test civilization by
material achievements; so perhaps the
greatest claim that the Incas have to our
respect will be found in the fact that the
whole of this difficult country, traversed by
giant ranges of mountains, was crossed -by
roads which were miracles of engineering
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skil. They were kept in excellent order,
and, like those of Mexico, were quite free
from the hordes of brigands who swarmed
over the roads in Europe, to the disgrace of
our government, for centuries after the
downfall of the Incas.

The Peruvians were not a trading people ;
their tastes were pastoral. Their system of
government was socialistic, every family
being an object of State care. Their
religion was simple—sun-worship. ~ The
Emperor was not only the head of their
civil polity, and their leader in war, but was
himself revered as a Child of the Sun.
They were a much milder race than the
Aztecs; simpler, gayer, and at once less
ceremonious and more sociable.  The
abundance of gold and silver and emeralds
gave all their entertainments a sumptuous-
ness that was quite in keeping with their
brilliant climate and their beautiful houses.
If a chief object of government be to
increase the happiness of the governed,
never was government so meritorious or so
successful as that of the Incas.
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The force with which Pizarro pmposéd to
subvert this happy State consisted of 177
men, of whom 67 were cavalry. He landed,
and announced, like Cortez, his intention of
visiting the Inca in his camp. There was no
need to fight his way, for the Peruvians wel-
comed him everywhere with kindness and hos-
pitality. The reigning Emperor’s name was
Atahuallpa. He seems to have been devoid
of any tincture of Montezuma’s suspicious-
ness, and felt himself far too grand a monarch
to regard the strangers as anything but in-
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teresting visitors. Pizarro was very uneasy
as to the possible results of his temerity. So
far as he had gone his schemes had excited
no enthusiasm, and his men followed him
uninterestedly, murmuring every now and
then at the long time it took them to find
gold. Every day, as the Spaniards advanced
into the heart of the Inca's dominions,
and witnessed the ordered strength of the
Government, their leader felt more and more
certain that only by a bold stroke, like that
of Cortez, could he hope to gain any footing.
Allies were not to be had ; alone they must
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achieve whatever they were going to do—
277 Spaniards against an empire !

They found the Emperor at last at Caxa-
malca. He was a stately person, of very
noble presence, thirty years of age, with an
air of unchallenged authority. His Court
was gorgeous; and his retinue, unlike the
somewhat ragged bands of followers who
crowd round an Eastern Monarch, not only
resplendent, but orderly. He was conclud-
ing a campaign ; and the feudal levies—very
numerous levies—were assembled round his
camp.

The Emperor was evidently not much
impressed by the Spaniards. He was dis-
tantly polite, and promised to return their
visit. He did not load them with costly
presents, or show any anxiety lest they might
be supernatural beings. At this rate, the
Spaniards would not find their adventure
very profitable. When the Emperor had
returned their visit they would have no
reason for staying any longer in the country.
They were greatly cast down. Pizzaro felt
that it was now or never. He left the square
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in which the Inca was to be received empty,
posting his men, armed to the teeth, in the
corridors of the stone buildings surrounding
the square.

After some delay, the Inca arrived, borne
in a litter of solid gold, and surrounded by a
bodyguard of unarmed nobles and a con-
siderable train of followers. The square was
empty, and the Inca halted, and inquired, with
pardonable displeasure, where the strangers
might be. Father Valverde, the chaplain of
the expedition, acted the somewhat undig-
nified part of decoy. He stepped forward,
and delivered a long sermon, commencing
with the fall of man, and concluding with the
direct episcopal authority of the Pope.

Considering the relative position of the two
men, there is something grandly courteous in
the scene: the omnipotent, divinely-descended
Emperor patiently listening to a crazy
harangue instead of receiving the stately
expressions of welcome and deference to
which he had been accustomed all his life.

When Father Valverde arrived at the point

of his argument which was concerned with
11
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the Pope giving Peru to Charles V., it is not
to be wondered at that the Inca’s temper
gave way. It was his death-signal. At the
priest’s exhortation, and promise of absolu-
tion — this was apparently important — the
Spaniards rushed from their ambush, and the
slaughter commenced. The Peruvians, of
course, had no chance ; nor had the Inca.
How many thousands fell is uncertain, and
not very important; the rest fled, and the
Inca remained a prisoner in Pizaro’s hands.
In Pizarro’s hands he received the atten-
tion due to a sovereign : was allowed to hold
his Court, and to receive his officers, and
give orders relative to the administration of
his dominions. The Spaniards were amazed
at the deference shown to a man in the Inca’s
forlorn position by nobles of the highest dis-
tinction and authority. They grew more
uneasy than ever. It was plain that they
had to deal with a very remarkable man.
The days slipped by, and their position
grew anxious. They had to mount guard
day and night, and, though it might be an
important post to mount guard over a reign-
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ing sovereign, it put no money into their
pockets.

It was some time before Atahuallpa quite
realized what the Spaniards really were after.
Father Valverde exhorted him constantly to
be christened, alleging that the propagation
of the true faith was the only object the
Spaniards had in hand. His dissertations
seem to have interested the Inca, but he
found a difficulty in reconciling their tenour
with the forcible kidnapping and imprison-
ment of himself and the murder of his sub-
jects. It was perhaps natural that a man
who, all his life, had made no more account
of gold than of string should take some time
to realize what avarice meant. However, he
found out at last, and offered Pizarro a ran-
som. He undertook to fill his cell with gold
Up to a certain height. The notary was
directed to record the offer with the measure-
ments of the apartment—the Spaniards were
careful men of business !

Pizarro did not believe the Inca: never-
theless, the magic of the Sovereign's name
- brought gold pouring into Caxamalca. The
11—2



158 LOST EMPIRES OF THE MODERN WORLD

treasury was emptied, the palaces stripped,
the temples despoiled ; and long before the
allotted sum had been realized the Spaniards’
mouths were watering with the lust of gain.
They loudly clamoured for a division of the
spoil ; their leader assented. The royal
ffth was set aside; and, after infinite squab-
blings and reproaches, the division was
effected. Each foot-soldier got ten thousand
pounds ; each horse-soldier twice as much.
Pizarro took the Inca’s golden litter and
about a hundred and fifty thousand pounds.
The lowest estimate of the total ransom is
three millions and a half sterling.

The conquest of Peru being Pizarro’s
object, the first part of his plan was, of
course, to reward his men, and keep them in
a good temper. That was attained : his
ruffians were in excellent cue. The next
step was to get rid of the Inca. If they set
him at liberty, it was clear, from what they
had seen of his bearing in prison, that he
would speedily regain his power, and the
Spaniards would have to retreat.

The Inca therefore must die. There
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were many ways by which this might be
accomplished—poison, drowning, cold steel,
or, best of all, an attempt at escape, or a
rescue followed by an accident. But none of
these simple and commonplace methods were
to Pizarro’s taste. Like a true Spaniard, he
loved the pomp and circumstance of crime ;
and in the case of the murder of Atahuallpa
he was able to indulge his taste. He deter-
mined to bring the Inca to trial.

The high court of justice that sat for the
trial of the lord of Peru consisted of Pizarro
and Almagro. There was, of course, no
charge that could possibly be brought against
the prisoner, but the court made out a list of
four crimes: firstly, his usurpation of the
crown ; secondly, his lavishing of the trea-
sures of Peru on his own friends and re-
lations ; thirdly, his practice of idolatry;
and, fourthly, inciting rebellion against the
Spaniards. There was one point— the last—on
which there might have been some evidence
to collect, and, in point of fact, the Spaniards
~ had already tried to collect some. But the
. trial and condemnation was completed with-



160 LOST EMPIRES OF THE MODERN WORLD

out troubling about evidence, and, as a matter
of fact, there was none. If it is worth while
to distinguish one charge from the others,
the second is perhaps the masterpiece, con-
sidering that the only lavishing of treasure
that had taken place was the plunder of the
treasury for the benefit of the judges. Father
Valverde was deferred to as to whether it
was right to execute the judgment, and gave
it as his opinion that the Inca deserved to
die. He was condemned to be burnt to
death.

The time chosen was two hours after
sunset. The great square of Caxamalca
was dark ; but by the starlight men could
see in the centre a darker spot than the sur-
rounding earth: it was the pile of faggots.
Slowly the Spaniards filed in and took their
places round the sides of the square ; they
bore torches. When the glare grew steady,
Father Valverde emerged, addressing Ata-
huallpa, who followed in chains. He was
laid on the pile. Up to this moment the
Inca had rejected Christianity, saying that
he would die in the faith of his fathers. But
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Valverde made a bid: ‘Be baptized only,
and you shall not be burnt; you shall be
strangled instead” The Inca gave way.
Face to face with the frightful agony of
death by burning, his spirit quailed. The
minister of Christ was granted permission to
sprinkle him with water. It was August 13,
1532, the Feast of St. John the Baptist. In
memory of the forerunner, the Monarch re-
ceived the name of John. *John, I baptize
thee The garrote was affixed, and the
Inca expired.

These scenes of treachery and bloodshed,
masked with a show of legality and religious
principle, make the Spanish Empire one of
the most nauseating studies of history. If
we would know, by observation, what Spanish
colonial government is like when the prin-
ciples that dominate it are allowed full de-
velopment, we are so fortunate as to have a
model to our hand—one that grew out of the
adventures of Magelhan.

Magelhan was a Portuguese, for whom his
native country could find no adequate em-
ployment. He offered his services to Spain,
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and was entrusted with the pilotage and com-
mand of a naval expedition to the coast of
South America, in the course of which he
discovered the Straits that have borne his
name ever since.

The record of this expedition can hardly
be cited under the history of the Portuguese
Empire, for the ships were Spanish and the
money that paid its expenses was Spanish.
It is hardly fair to give the credit of it to
Spain ; for, as usual, the hard work, the un-
remunerative and risky work of exploration,
the anxiety and responsibility, were all borne
by a Portuguese. Still, the expedition must
be noted, for it had very important results—
the opening up of the South Seas. As it
was Spain that profited exclusively by the
discovery, it seems, on the whole, more
proper to record the incident in this chapter.

Magelhan, then, passed the Horn, and
discovered the islands of the South Seas.
He perished in a skirmish with the natives
of one of the islands; but the profit of his
work remained to Spain; and even to this
day that country enjoys the possession of a
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group of wealthy and populous islands whose
discovery is owing to Magelhan, and where
we may observe, untrammelled by the
criticisms of the press, undisturbed (except
for once by England) by foreign conquest,
unshaken by whispers of heresy, the true
Spanish notions of government in full action.
The kind of government that Spain thinks it
desirable to set up and preserve is the
Government of Manila.

Besides Manila and her other possessions
in the South Seas, Spain had claims in
another direction—claims which were often
urged with some show of seriousness, but
which could not prevail against the more
assertive ambitions of France and England.

At the death of the Inca there was present
an officer—a companion of Pizarro’s—one De
Soto. In later life De Soto discovered the
Mississippi. It would not be correct to say
that he explored any great part of what are
now the Southern States of North America.
But his wanderings extended over a large
surface, and it was in consequence of them
that Spain always claimed the northern
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shore of the Gulf of Mexico as Spanish
ground. De Soto died there, and his
journeys had really no pretensions to be a
conquest ; but this expedition has to be
noticed, because it led later on to diplomatic
friction between Spain and Powers that did
something more than wander through the
valley of the Mississippi.

With these exceptions, and also with the
partial exception of Paraguay, Spanish
history is all like the story of Mexico and
Peru—a monotonous record of plunder and
slaughter. It is as uninteresting as Turkish
history. It is even more uninteresting, for
the Turks and their fellow Musulmans often
built cities which were miracles of beauty,
and devised systems of legislation and social
life which were a great improvement on what
they supplanted. But the Spaniard's one
notion was destruction : what was Castilian in
the world was good, the rest was naught.
No Turk was ever more stupid or more brutal.
The Spanish Empire long held the attention
and the admiration of the world, on account
of the large sums of money poured into
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Europe In consequence of its foundatlon and
of the immense tracts of country that came
to be marked as Spanish on the map of the
world. At its greatest extent it included,
besides very extensive dominions in Europe,
the whole of South and Central America
with the exception of Brazil, the West
Indian Islands, some parts of what is now the
United States of America, and some islands
of the South Seas. But it is not by reason '
of its wide extent that we must deem an
empire great. Were it so, China would be
the greatest of empires. It is surely by
reason of the greatness of soul, or loftiness of
life displayed by its founders and enjoined
on its subjects. Not one single ennobling or
inspiring idea went to the making of the -
Spanish Empire.

Greed and lust—lust of blood and greed
of gold—were the names in which the
Spaniards wrought all their deeds, although
they shouted very different ones the while.
It is worthy of remark that all the enterprise, '
the difficult, dangerous, and (most significant
of all) unremunerative work of discovery or
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adventure was not done by Spaniards. It
was only when there appeared to be a
chance of making money quickly that a
Spaniard would move at all. Even then he
moved slowly and suspiciously. The words
‘chivalrous zeal,” ‘missionary enterprise,’
“crusading ardour’ can no more be applied
to Cortez and Pizarro than to Timir or
Bajazet. The Spaniards fell on the New
World like a devastating horde, and dashed
it out of existence. When we recall what
the New World was, we realize that the
crimes of Spain are unpardonable. When
we recall the intense and peculiarly vivid life
that pulsed through the realms of Montezuma
and Atahuallpa, the innumerable lessons that
we of Europe could have gleaned from
observation of their laws, their life, their
customs, their history, and their arts, and
when we remember that Spain has destroyed
for ever any chance that we can profit by
them, it is impossible to read with patience
the panegyric that every historian has
lavished on the Empire of Spain.

It is always maintained that the Spaniards
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should be pardoned much because they
effectually converted the New World from
Paganism to Christianity. It is true that
they did so: they converted America to
Christianity in precisely the same way as
the early Caliphs converted Africa from
Christianity to Islam—by terror of death.
When we recall the conversion of America
we must indeed keep a sorrowful silence
over the destruction of the African churches,
for in the person of the Spaniard Christianity
showed itself as low as Islam—Ilower even,
for when the convert had once said ¢ There
is no God but God, and Muhammad is the
prophet of God," he was treasured as a man
by his conquerors. But Spain never rested
satisfied until she had stamped out of her
new subjects every vestige of the qualities
that go to make men and women. Not until
she had terrified the thriving intelligent
pagans of Mexico and Peru into a herd of
trembling slaves who attended Mass, was

e satisfied. _

Nothing is more astonishing in history
than that the two nations—the Spanish and
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Portuguese —should have lived so long to-
gether, and such near neighbours, should
both have founded empires, and should have
remained in such strong contrast to one
another : the Portuguese eager to take any
trouble for the sake of extending his
knowledge of the world, content with
moderate gains, eager to fraternize with
new nations, thinking always of how best
to gain their sympathy and regard ; the
Spaniard dull and savage, moved only by
the greed of gold or, like vultures, by the
reek of death; stamping out with maniac
ferocity everything that was not Castilian,
enslaving, slaughtering, destroying ; and all
- with a heavy and joyless greed and spite.
The history of the expansion of Portugal,
however badly told, can never be anything
but exciting and romantic. The Iloftiest
talents have been employed on the other
hand in writing the history of the expansion
of Spain, have eagerly taken up the brief
of Spain, and have been so wrapped up in
their brief as to state without any apparent
consciousness of absurdity that what the
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Spaniards did in America was not as ba_:l:—_s
what the English did in Spain. All is of no
avail. It is only with frequent intervals of
nausea that we can plod through the dreary
story ; we wade through blood and crime,
and in the end we arrive at nothing but the
temporary enrichment of Philip I1.’s treasury.,
It is for this that Mexico and Peru were
blotted out.

To the eternal disgrace of Christianity we

must recall what the Cuban chief said when .

exhorted to change his faith: ‘I thank my
gods that I am going,.as you say, to hell,
for there I shall, at any rate, meet no
Christians I
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IV.
THE LOST EMPIRE OF FRANCE.

‘LA colonization est pour la France une
question de vie ou de mort; ou la France
deviendra une grande puissance africaine,
ou elle ne sera dans un siecle ou deux
qu'une puissance européenne secondaire ; elle
comptera dans le monde, a peu prés comme
la Gréce ou la Roumanie comptent en
Europe.’

So says M. Leroy-Beaulieu; and M.
Leroy - Beaulieu’s judgments, especially a
severe judgment like the above, must be
most attentively weighed by anyone who
would form an opinion as to whether France
has an Imperial future or not.

We may be permitted to doubt whether,
12—2
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from some points of view, France can ever
become a second-rate Power. The world
owes her, and must continue for many
centuries to come to owe her, too much for
that to be possible. But if France is to base

" her claim to the rank of a first-rate Power

on the founding of a world State after the
model of the British Empire, nothing is more
certain (if the past and the present are any
guides to the future) than that this claim will
grow harder and harder to establish with

~every year that passes away. We have seen

that the driving force of the Portuguese
Empire was thought. The driving forces
of the Spanish Empire were more simple,
being the primitive but tremendous impulses
of lust and greed.

The driving force of the French Empire
was adventure. For several centuries France
had continued to throw off a series of brilliant
men who were carried to the ends of the
earth by the love of inquiry or the love of
sport.  These men were gifted, hardly with
an exception, with grandiose and noble ideas,
and with admirable powers of exposition by
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which to make their aims known to their
countrymen.

They were often good soldiers and able
diplomatists ; individually they got on well
with native tribes. In a word, they were
ideal pioneers of a Colonial Empire, and a
sort of empire they did succeed in establish-
ing. But, seeing they were in the field
before us—in some cases a hundred years
before us—and that they came of a country
much more populous than the British Isles,
the empire that they founded ought to have
been impregnably strong by the time that
England came to attack it. That it was not
impregnably strong was due to the fact that
the great colonial pioneers of France did
not receive adequate support from the old
country.

The people of Portugal were drawn into
the path of colonial enterprise by the sublime
genius of Henry the Thinker, and were
guided to great deeds by the sagacity of
successive Portuguese kings. The people of
Spain entered on their career of devastating
conquest drawn on by the dazzling dreams
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of a great fortune quickly acqu.ired. T}}eir
monarchs were indifferent to their enterprise,
but did not throw any obstacle in its way so
long as their own interests were .sccured.
Both empires were national enterprises, but
the Portuguese succeeded through the efforts
of their kings, and the Spaniards in spite of
their kings.

The Kings of France had very little to do
with founding or developing the colonial
empire of France, but this was not neces-
sarily a fatal weakness, as we have seen
in the case of Spain. A national movement
cannot be arrested by the indifference of a
monarch. The fatal weakness of the empire
of France was this: That it never was a
national movement. The French pioneers
of empire showed the way, but no great
rush of men followed in their footsteps.
Their deeds, when they became known in
France, aroused no general enthusiasm. At
most, they attracted the fleeting attention of
a Minister, or became objects of commercial

. interest to a clique of speculators in the
| capital, Hence the story of ‘The Lost

R,
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Emptre of France’is for the most part the
history of the unsupported efforts of a few
great men.

The greatest of all these was Samuel
Champlain, the founder of Quebec. Champ-
lain received a military education, and did
well in the service; but his talents were
rather solid than brilliant, and at the age of
thirty-two he had filled no higher post than
the respectable but not very important one
of Quartermaster. In this capacity, how-
ever, he had earned the esteem of two
marshals, D’Aumont and De Brissac, and
had so impressed the thrifty Henry IV.
that he had earned a pension ‘ to attach him
to the royal household.” Being for the
moment out of employment, and removed
from the necessity of earning a living, he
made a journey to the New World. This
was with the object of acquiring information
that might be of use to his Sovereign. He
made his way to Cadiz, and sailed thence, in
the year 1599, to Hispaniola. He kept a
diary, and noted in extraordinary detail,
and with singular accuracy of observation,
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everything that he saw. He was an ex-
cellent draughtsman; he catalogued t.he
natural features of the islands and the main-
land. He rarely made comments on what
he saw, but when he did they were pregnant
comments indeed.

At Portobello, ‘the most evil and pitiful
residence in the world,” he pointed out that
the obvious thing for the Spaniards to do
was to cut a waterway across to Panama,
seventeen leagues off, and save 1,500
leagues of sea. So Champlain anticipated
M. de Lesseps by two centuries and a half,
The furthest point that he reached was the
city of Mexico, which then contained a popu-
lation of about 100,000, including 15,000
Spaniards, or about one-third of its popula-
tion in Aztec days, sixty years before. ¢ All
these Indians’ he writes, ‘are of a very
melancholy humour ’—no wonder—: but have
nevertheless very quick intelligence, and
understand in a short time whatever may be
shown to them, and do not become irritable
whatever action or abuse may be done or
said to them.” Before the day of Cortez
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the Aztecs were very easily irritated, but
when Champlain saw them they had been
well dragooned; they had learnt the dire
consequences of being irritated with a
Spaniard.

He returned to France after an absence of
three years, and found that his old friend,
the Governor of Dieppe, was planning an
expedition to explore and settle Canada.
If Champlain had been valued before, he
was now doubly valued, and was immediately
selected to be one of the leaders of the ex-
pedition. From this year, 1603, to his death
at Quebec in 1635 he was continually back-
wards and forwards between Canada and
France, with the exception of a stay of five
weeks in London after the fall of Quebec,
at the end of the year 1629. Thirty-two
years of the labour of such a man as Champ-
lain, commencing at the time when he was in
the pride of his strength and already of ripe
experience, ought to have settled the new
colony on an impregnably solid basis. As a
matter of fact, it left Quebec a rudely-fortified
Stockade, affording a scanty shelter to, at
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most. 200 men, who subsisted on supplies
sent out from France.

In January, 1627, he notes the death of a
cettler named Hebert, the first man who
lived by what he cultivated, and in 1627
Quebec had been founded for nineteen years.
It was not Champlain’s fault that the colonists
did not grow their own wheat; to induce
them to do so was one of the prime objects
of his policy, but his masters in France
would not allow it.

He had many masters. First there was
the King, to whose favour he owed his
position ; then came the Viceroy, whose
deputy he was—and it is a most remark-
able tribute to Champlain’s equanimity that
he was the trusted deputy of seven successive
viceroys—the Comte de Soissons, the Prince
de Condé, the Marquis de Thémines, the
Prince de Condé again, the Duc de Mont-
morency, the Duc de Ventadour, and the
Cardinal Duc de Richelieu.

The King did very little, one way or the
other, but the viceroys drew large profits
from their post, which was worth from
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70,000 to 100,000 livres. They were always
highly-placed men, and, after the bad habit
of these and later days, they resided in
France, and concerned themselves with
nothing but the profits of their charge.
Towards the expenses of the colony they
contributed nothing. The merchant adven-
turers were a third set of masters. They
found the money for the ships and stores,
and were an exceedingly jealous, exacting,
litigious body of shopkeepers. They came
from Rouen and St. Malo, and at first en-
deavoured to associate with the men of La
Rochelle. But the Rochellais quarrelled over
the terms of the articles of association, and,
having commenced proceedings in the Courts
of Law at Paris, took the additional precau-
tion of organizing a piratical expedition on
their own account. ‘Very bad subjects,’
Champlain calls them, as well he might,
even if he had not been an ardent Church-
man, and the Rochellais equally ardent
Protestants.

Between viceroys, paymasters, and pirates,
to say nothing of Indian wars and the in-
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herent difficulties of the Canadian climate, one
might well wonder that anything moved fl[
all. It needed no less a man than Champlain
to save the movement from being stifled 1n
its birth. A portrait of him that still exists
shows him to have been in personal appear-
ance something like our Strafford, but with a
humorous cast of features that perhaps helps
to explain his success. His first voyage was
undertaken in the year 1603. It was not
exactly a voyage of discovery, for the coast
of North America had been constantly visited
by Frenchmen for a century past.

And yet, although the French were quite
as daring explorers as the Portuguese, they
had nothing like the results to show for their
labours that the Portuguese had in half the
time. The countries that they visited were
far more full of promise than the unhealthy
West African coast; but in France there
was no Prince Henry, With proper guidance
and support the French would have colonized
from Florida to the St. Lawrence by Champ-
lain’s time. We can count eighteen separate
expeditions between the years 1504 and 1603,
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each of them manned by stout-hearted sailors
and guided by capable captains, including no
less a man than Jacques Cartier, who got as
far as the present site of Montreal as early
as the year 1534.

In those early days the Indians were not
unfriendly, and nothing but a guiding hand
in the old country was needed to have
developed the nucleus of a great French
State on the Atlantic shore of North
America. One great difficulty, however,
we must not overlook. In Prince Henry's
days the Church was not yet torn by
schism; in Champlain’s time the strife be-
tween Catholic and Protestant was at its
height. It was owing to this miserable
state of things that one determined attempt
to colonize Florida came to nothing.

As early as 1565 no fewer than 600
French Protestants sailed in a fleet fitted
out by private enterprise, and settled in
Florida. They might have chosen a more
fortunate climate for their great experiment ;
but, still, 600 men and women formed a large
body of colonists, and allowed of a good deal
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of wasting. No doubt they would have re-
ceived recruits with time, and so would have
been able to endure, without breaking down,
the first hard lessons of settlers in a new
Jand.

The Spaniards fell on them from the
secure vantage-ground of ‘the Islands,” and
massacred them all with horrid barbarity.
Those who did not perish in the Spanish
onslaught were hanged ; and this legend was
affixed to their gallows : * These men are not
hanged as Frenchmen, but as heretics.
This was a delicate way of intimating that
no diplomatic offence was intended. Two
or three men managed to escape the
slaughter, and made their way to Europe,
where they cried out for vengeance ; but
Spanish dexterity had forestalled them at
Court, and although diplomatic representa-
tions were made, it was evident that no
reparation would be offered by the Court of
Madrid.  Silently and swiftly the Protestants
took their revenge. A second expedition
was privately equipped. No gewgaws for
Indian chiefs, or spades for cultivation, did
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they take in thelr cargo, but muskets and
ammunition in plenty; scaling ladders,
swords and daggers. They fell on the
Spanish settlers in Florida even as the
Spaniards had fallen on their brethren of
the Reformed Faith. They stormed the
stockade that stood on the site of their once
promising colony, and hanged all their
prisoners with this grim legend round their
necks: ‘These men are not hanged as’
Spaniards, but as traitors, robbers, and
murderers.’

The memory of these dark scenes was
strong in Champlain when, in the first year
of the reign of James I., he sailed across the
Atlantic and landed at Tadoussac. He
seems to have taken the squabblings in the
old country as part of the day's work. He
did not murmur that the magnificent young
gentlemen whose deputy he was (the Prince
de Condé¢ was Viceroy at twenty-four, the
Duc de Montmorency at twenty -five)
should look for, and in fact take, very large
sums from an enterprise to which they con-
tributed nothing. He recognized that the
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protection of their great name gave s'tability
to his work, and shielded him from his pay-
masters — the merchants of Rouen, who
found the money and expected such terribly
large profits from his labours.

But what Champlain was determined to
put an end to was the scandalous and
disastrous bickering between Catholic and
Protestant. He himself was an ardent
Churchman, and spent a great deal of his
time in instructing natives in the dogmas of
the Christian faith. It was unspeakably
mortifying and shocking to him to see the
priest and the pastor come to blows over
their arguments, while the Indians cheered
and took sides as at a prize-fight. He
accordingly forbade the Protestants who
sailed with him to sing psalms or to
engage in common prayer. The French
Protestants were most devoted to their
reformed faith, and threatened a mutiny.
If Champlain had been 5 Spaniard he would
have faced the mutiny ; in which case the
cause of the French colonization in Canada
Would probably have gone down in a blood-
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stained derelict in the Atlanticc  But
Champlain’s whole soul was devoted to the
colonial expansion of France, and though a
good Catholic, he compromised rather than
lose a man. It was a most remarkable
testimony to the conciliatory nature of the
man that any compromise should have been
possible, considering the times and the
subject.  Singing psalms he would not
endure, and his men would not submit to
be deprived of their common prayer. So

common prayer was tolerated, and psalm-
singing suppressed. ‘ Of a bad debt collect
what you can,” he wrote home.

His colonists, of all faiths, were a worthless
lot. Their diversions were drinking and
squabbling with the Indians. They waste-
fully lived on the stores exported from
France, often reducing themselves to the
verge of starvation. Their lawless conduct
was loudly exclaimed against by the Basques
and Rochellais, whose complaints were all
the louder because they were themselves
outside the Canadian ‘ring” It was to
quiet these outcries that, at the end of the

13
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year 1607, De Monts’ commission .w:j.s
cancelled. De Mont was a most patriotic
gentleman, who had subscribed 100,000
livres out of his private fortune towards the
expenses of the Canadian expeditions, and
had himself sailed in them. He was granted
a contingent compensation of 6,000 livres.
Nothing daunted, although highly indignant,
he fitted out another ship, and Champlain
again sailed for Canada, this time resolutely
determined to work up the St. Lawrence to
China.

This plan had been strictly enjoined by
Francis 1. on Jacques Cartier, who got no
further on the road than Montreal. But
Champlain was in possession of positive
information. The English explorers, so he
was informed, had actually discovered the
North-West Passage; although, owing to
the fact that they had been wrecked and
subsequently massacred by Indians, their
secret had died with them, except that it was
in the hands of Champlain’s informant. On
M_a)f 27, 1613, he started from Montreal
with four Frenchmen and an Indian guide,
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one of the Frenchmen being Nicholas
Vignau ; he it was who had undertaken to
pilot Champlain to China. When the party
had penetrated seventy-five leagues of
country, and suffered endless hardships,
Vignau fell at Champlain’s feet, and con-
fessed that he had invented the yarn from
beginning to end.

Prior to this ridiculous and vexatious
fiasco, Champlain had married. It is the
most inexplicable act of his life.  The
marriage contract exists, and shows that
there was no money on either side. The
young lady was Hélene Boullé, after whom
the Isle St. Héléne in the St. Lawrence was
named. She was of no great family—her
father was Secrétaire de la Chambre du Roi
—and to crown all, Champlain was forty-
three and his bride was twelve. Madame
Champlain stayed with her parents while her
husband was occupied in Canada, and did
not join him there until ten years after her
marriage.

Champlain’s scheme of colonization was to
form a strong nucleus of French settlers, and

13—2
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to group around them bodies eff friendly
Indians. It was probably unavoidable that
he should take some side in the native wars,
and he invariably sided with the Algonquins
against the Iroquois.  But with his gen'tle
temper, and his genuine desire to sympathize
with the Indians, he would have quickly made
friends with other tribes than the Algonquins,
if his masters would have allowed him to do
so. There was nothing to be expected from
the merchant adventurers, for they openly
declared that they could have no part in any
scheme that tended to the ‘independence,’ as
they called it, of the settlements ; they did
not want the colonists to be capable men : all
that they wished was that they should be
docile agents for the fur trade.

Better things might have been expected
from the viceroys, but the great post of
Viceroy of Canada was unfortunately swept
one way or the other by all the cross-currents
g “Kiaris “political Jife.~ On ohe occasion
Champlain landed at Havre, eagerly looking
forward to obtaining the help of the Prince
de Condé¢ in developing Montreal. He found
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the Viceroy in prison, whither he had been
conveyed by the Marquis de Thémines, who
had been ordered to arrest him, and was
made a Marshal as his reward on the same
day. The Marquis de Thémines was a man
who had long passed the age when men take
a romantic interest in the affairs of this life.*
From the spoils of Monsieur le Prince, the
Marshal arrogated to himself the office of
Viceroy of Canada; not because he took
any interest in Canada, but because he was
sure that the Prince de Condé had not made
enough out of his post, and that he would be
able to make a great deal more himself.
Accordingly he proposed to raise the price of
furs, and to augment the gratifications payable
to the Viceroy and his deputy, especially
those payable to the Viceroy.

The merchant adventurers were furious,
and a violent quarrel ensued between the
trading companies and the Viceroy. ~Cham-
plain would have nothing to say to either

* He was sixty-three when he arrested the Prince de
Condé, and had already been a Knight of the Holy Ghost
for nineteen years.
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side. He had come to France to raise
money for Montreal, and as it was soon
made manifest to him on all sides that no
money would be forthcoming, he quietly
returned to Canada, and left his paymasters
to fight over the profits that he was about
to earn for them.

He made his voyage, and returned home
to find Thémines and the merchants still,
after a lapse of twelve months, squabbling
over the price of fur. This time he gravely
remonstrated with both, and the merchants
appear to have been so far made ashamed of
themselves that on the remonstrances of their
servant they allowed him to choose a picked
band of eighty colonists. When taking them
back to Canada Champlain was for the first
time accompanied by his wife, and the settle-
ment looked as if it might have some
expansive power within it.

But this was a delusion. After a year in
Canada, Champlain came back, and found
that Montmorency, who was now Viceroy,
had resigned his post in favour of the Duc
de Ventadour. The incessant changes of
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Viceroy were most damaging to the cause
of colonization, and in this case particu-
larly so.

The Duc de Ventadour was a very pious
man, most anxious for the propagation of the
Faith, and it appears that he was himself
actually in Holy Orders. He was the Jesuits’
man, the Duc de Montmorency not being
sufficiently zealous in their cause. No man
could have been more genuinely and deeply
anxious to see the Faith flourish than Cham-
plain. It was owing to his exertions that the
Jesuits had obtained their first footing in
Canada in 1615. He approved of their
energy, he admired their character, and he
earnestly furthered their designs wherever
he could do so. But it was really too much
that they should nominate the Viceroy.
Champlain was duly confirmed by the Duke
as Deputy-Viceroy, but he could get no help
for his struggling colony, and it is a most
painful example of the extent to which
the greed and folly of the home authorities
had Jamed his enterprise, that on returning
‘to Canada as Ventadour's deputy, he found
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only twenty-four men fit for work in his
entire colony.

Then came the crash that he had long
been anticipating. A little knot of adven-
turers in London fitted out an expedition, and
set out to conquer Canada. They were
commanded by David Kirk, a daring man,
but Champlain showed so bold a face in his
adversity that he actually frightened Kirk
into giving up his project of conquering
Quebec. He contented himself with de-
stroying the fleet, laden with provisions,
that he encountered in the St. Lawrence.
This was a less heroic feat than a siege or
a battle, but it was quite as effective as a
victory, for it reduced Champlain and his
little band almost to the verge of starvation.
Kirk was really ignorant of the amount of
damage that he had done, and had no idea
that Quebec was actually at his mercy. A
Frenchman gave him this valuable informa-
tion.

The first English expedition  against
Canada took place in 1628. A year pre-
viously Richelieu had taken the affairs of
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the colony in hand. He swept away the
companies, bought out the Duc de Venta-
dour, shut the Jesuits out of all influence in
the affairs of Canada, and declared himself,
and made himself, supreme director of
colonial affairs, with the title of Grand
Master and Superintendent of Navigation
and Commerce.

Enraged at the loss of profits that he and
his like had so long enjoyed, a disappointed
speculator betrayed to David Kirk the true
condition of the colony. In 1629 a second
English expedition appeared in the St
Lawrence before Richelieu had time to arm
or provision the place. There was no help
for it ; Champlain must surrender. On
August 21, 1629, the English flag was
hoisted over Quebec. Champlain was most
courteously entreated and shipped to England.
He made Plymouth on November 20, and
the port of London nine days later. He at
once sought out M. de Chateauneuf, the
French Ambassador, and cast about for some
flaw in the treaty of surrender. He soon
found one. It appeared that the attack had
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been made at a time when France and
England were, in fact, at peace. This was
enough for Champlain.  His stay in London
lasted on-ly five weeks. He hurried to Rye,
crossed to France, and laid his case before
the Duc de Richelieu.

On the one side was English enterprise—
that best of all enterprise, private energy—
possession, which in such matters more than
in all others is nine points of the law, and
Charles I. On the other side was a technical
diplomatic advantage, with Champlain and
Richelieu to urge it. It is hardly necessary
to say that Richelieu had his way. Kirk
was consoled with a knighthood, and by the
Treaty of St. Germain-en-Laye, signed on
March 29, 1630, Canada was restored to
France,

Three years later Champlain sailed from
Dieppe for the last time, and on Christmas
Day, 1635, he died.

Great and angry emphasis has been laid
upon Champlain’s religion by advocates
belonging to two opposite parties. It is
only right to state that there is authority for
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drawing precisely the opposite conclusion as
to Champlain’s religion to that set forward in
the preceding pages. Champlain is as often
described as a Protestant as a Catholic. The
passages proving him to have been a Catholic
are alleged to have been inserted by interested
narrators. It is a point worth disputing, for
Samuel Champlain was a man whose character
any religion might be proud to have formed.
But from the point of view of this history it
is perfectly immaterial. Whether priests or
pastors trained the youthful Champlain, they
trained a boy who became one of the greatest
and best of the sons of France. Among her
colonial statesmen he must stand in the first
rank, if not in the first place.

A very different man was La Salle, the
second discoverer of the Mississippi. If
Champlain’s talents were solid La Salle’s
were brilliant. It was La Salle who first
imagined the vast design that afterwards so
alarmed the elder Pitt—the design of con-
necting the Canadian Lakes with the Gulf of
Mexico by a chain of forts along the valley
of the Mississippi, and so rounding off the
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whole of the Eastern portion of the continent
into a mighty French State. The effect of
this plan, if carried out, would be to crowd
the rising English settlements on the Atlantic
sea-board into the space between the Alle-
ghanies and the ocean. There was also a
very good chance that the English might
ultimately be edged off the continent alto-
gether.

This is the kind of scheme that has always
attracted Frenchmen. It appeals at once to
their intelligence and their imagination. It
gives them a grand objective that may be
pursued steadily for generations, if not
centuries, and all the time it holds before
their eyes boundless possibilities of wealth
and power. It is an ideal that they are
pursuing in Africa at the present moment.
It will always attract a people at once intelli-
gent and imaginative. But it is an ideal that
is apt to lead its pursuers to overlook the
simple facts before them. In La Salle’s
case it was a wonderful flight of imagina-
tion, for the Mississippi was not even ex-
plored at the time when he proposed to use
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its waters as a link to connect Canada with
Mexico.

Louis XIV., who deserves the title of
Great much more than we are accustomed
to admit, had laid down rules for the develop:
ment of his colony of Canada, which were
based on the facts of the case, and not from
flights of imagination. He had instructed
his officers that, considering the rigours of
the climate and the dangers from Indians, it
was highly inadvisable to allow indiscriminate
colonizing. No village must be far from its
next neighbour, the strength of the settlers
must be concentrated, and no isolated posts
permitted.

La Salle’s plans were, of course, in exact
opposition to the King's. If any restrictions
upon colonizing are desirable, Louis’ regula-
tions were the wisest that could possibly have
been devised. The entire population of
Canada would not, at that time, have sufficed
to plant settlements along the banks of the
Mississippi in the way that La Salle desired
to see. But there was no harm in exploring
the river and in making sure that it did
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actually communicate with the Gulf of
Mexico. This La Salle achieved, and on
April 9, 1682, planted the flag of France at
the mouth of the Mississippi and founded the
State of Louisiana, christening it after his
master, the King.

He returned to France, and was well, but
not enthusiastically, received. Louis was at
the height of his glory, having pursued for
twenty years, unchecked, the career of Euro-
pean conquest to follow which he had early
turned aside from Colbert’s plans for colonial
expansion. La Salle was to the world of
Paris in the year 1682 very much what a
second or third rate African explorer would
be in the world of London 200 years later.

However, his second expedition was
equipped, and he set sail for America,
this time with the intention of sailing up
the Mississippi from the Gulf of Mexico,
and so confirming his previous knowledge
of the river's course. It was on this ex-
pedition that the vices of La Salle’s character
showed themselves so unfortunately. Able
and daring he undoubtedly was, but he was
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intensely vain and imperious, and had no
power of awakening the sympathy or en-
thusiasm of his subordinates.

In the little-known waters of the Mexican
Gulf his ship went astray ; his pilots missed
the mouth of the Mississippi, and landed him
some hundreds of miles to the westward.
An overland journey of extreme anxiety and
hardship was commenced, and La Salle was
not equal to the task of leading it. He was
assassinated by his enraged and disappointed
followers on March 20, 1687. His grand
achievement was the foundation of the colony
of Louisiana. During his lifetime he must
have felt that he had been hardly treated by
his King, and had accomplished nothing.
Nevertheless, his work long remained, and
of such as La Salle is the colonial empire of
France.

This, then, was the scheme of the colonial
empire of France in the Americas : Firstly,
Canada, by which was meant a little knot of
settlements on the lakes ; secondly, the long
valleys of the Ohio and the Mississippi,
ending with Louisiana, which was held in
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force, in order to seal the mouth of the river
from attacks by Spain. Canada was to
expand northwards to the Pole, and south-
eastwards to the Atlantic. The line of the
Mississippi was to thrust eastwards to the
Atlantic. The adventures of France in the
West Indian Islands form a separate episode,
which may be left for the present. The
history of the mainland is the principal part
of the story.

We are accustomed to consider the con-
tinent of North America as divided into two
parts—Canada and the United States. The
situation in early days was much less simple.
South-east of French Canada lay New
Amsterdam, a Dutch settlement, side by
side with English settlements. The Dutch
were quiet neighbours, extremely tenacious
of their own rights, but not expansive or
encroaching. Not so the English in Hud-
son's Bay. Not only were they more
daring than the Dutch, but the country
that they controlled was a fur-country, which
was much more highly valued by French
Canadians than the agricultural settlements
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on the Atlantic coast. Hudson's Bay, there-
fore, was early marked out for acquisition by
the French.

But it was one thing to mark out Hudson’s
Bay for absorption into Canada, and quite
another thing to absorb that immense and
valuable territory. Of the prior rights of the
English there could not be any doubt. The
bay was discovered by Henry Hudson in
the year 1610,* and was mistaken at the
time for the North-West Passage to China.
The discovery of this passage was the grand
object of Hudson’s life. By a most curious
accident Hudson, travelling north on this
quest, passed Champlain, travelling south
on the same errand, in the year 1610 ; the
great explorers were within fifty miles of
each other. Although Hudson's Bay did
not prove to be useful as a waterway to
the East, it became the centre of a valuable
and expanding fur-trade. The shores of the
bay were dotted here and there with forts,
and there was no talk of disputed rights

* This was a re-discovery, the first discovery having taken
Place in the year 1498.

14
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there until the year 1682—the year of the
foundation of French influence at the ex-
treme south of the continent.

Hudson’s Bay was finally confirmed to the
English by the Treaty of Utrecht, but only
after thirty-two years of determined struggle,
the French attacking and the English de-
fending. The diplomatic argument employed
by the French was an extremely ingenious
one. It went back to the Treaty of St.
Germain-en-Laye, by which, as we have
seen, the combined genius of Champlain
and Richelieu rescued Canada from the
grip of the English expedition of David
Kirk. It will be remembered that this
treaty was the beginning of a new era for
French Canada, an era inaugurated by the
foundation of Richelieu’s Company of One
Hundred.

This company was granted exclusive
trading privileges up to the Arctic circle,
and it was argued that, as Hudson’s Bay
lay between Canada and the Arctic circle, it
was plain that, as the Treaty of St. Germain-
en-Laye recognized the Company of One
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Hundred, the French rights to Hudson's
Bay were established as long ago as 1633.

It was a very good point, and if colonial
matters had been decided in those days by
taking good points, very likely French
‘Canada would have run up to Hudson’s
Bay, and the colony would have got rid
of one dangerous neighbour. Even as it
was, the rights of the Hudson’s Bay traders
were seriously prejudiced—notably, at the
Treaty of Ryswick. But it was not only
or even chiefly diplomatic activity that was
stirred up by the rivalry of France and
England in North America. When the
seventeenth century was three-quarters past,
the French became very active in Canada ;
we shall see why presently. In the direction
of Hudson’s Bay they made one highly-
successful effort to oust us.

In the year 1686 D’Iberville expelled us
altogether from Hudson’s Bay. D’Iber-
ville's expedition, like so many of those
early colonial expeditions, was undertaken
at a time when the home governments were
actually at peace. James II. was King, and
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he had too many irons in the ﬁre.to take a
very decided line in colonial policy. The
question of Hudson's Bay was referre.d to
a joint commission of French and Enghsh—-
Barillon and Bonrepaux representing I'rance,
Godolphin, Sunderland, and Middleton re-
presenting England—and the question was
decided in favour of France. Thus, at the
very moment when the murder of La Salle
seemed to put an end for the time to all
hopes of developing Louisiana, the French
gained by a daring expedition, boldly sup-
ported in London, a far greater compensation
in the extreme North.

War breaking out almost immediately, the
French did not derive much profit from their
new conquest, which was finally handed back
to England in the year 1714. Thus ended,
in complete failure, the plan of extending
French Canada to the Arctic circle. A
heavy burden was thrown on the little
colony on the St. Lawrence—a burden
which a colony of much greater expansive
force would have been unable to support.
But the French conceived themselves to be
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obliged to enter on these exhausting enter-
prises by an event that took place in the
year 1677. This was the expedition of
Robert Holmes, an expedition undertaken,
like D’Iberville’s, at a time of profound
peace.

Holmes reduced the Dutch settlements on
the West Coast of Africa, and then, crossing
the Atlantic, attacked and captured New
Amsterdam, which he re-named, in honour
of the Duke of York, New York.

The West African settlements we were
obliged to restore; they subsequently fell
into the hands of the French, and Holland
dropped out of the race for empire. But
the same results did not take place in New
York. The colony remained in our hands,
and, although the French made several
attempts to capture it, they did not succeed.
The territory of New York ran up to Lake
Ontario, the southern shore of which was
claimed by the New York settlers, and the
other English settlements pressed hard on
the French possessions. It was clear that
the grand struggle between France and



