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PREFACE.

Or all known mutations of prineiple, none
transcends in perversion the administration of the
Chareh arising through its connection with the
State, except that mutation in the constitution of
the State, which has arisen from the same connec-
tion. These phenomena of Church and State
i ity and corrauption, produced the author’s
‘m@;f the Prolt)estant Reformation,” and
this “ Legacy to Parsons.” If, at the Reforma-
tion, the great estates of the Monasteries had been
purely confiscated, and the nation endowed with
them as public property, the Author’'s History of
that event woulg never have been written, nor the
Emancipation Act ever passed ; and if the Aect of
the 21st Hexry Sth, to enforce residence of the
clergy, and that of his 26th year for investing the
State with the first-fruits and tenths of the Church
of which the Pope had been diveateKt!‘, and which
investing was the sole policy for the King's Supre-
macy, had not been abrogated and set at no

this most important work which I now re-

would never have been written, nor would the .
Ef:ic, and the more conscientious of the clergy,
have risen up as-they now do, in despite and
contempt of the doctrine of the Reformation as

o . :
by the Act of Ed¥ard. That merd

loctrinal part of the Reformation is indeed all we
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pation has left of the successive Acts of the 23rd,

24th, and 25th year of Henry, which were ex-
elusively directed to the renouncing of the Pope,

and depfiving him of emoluments in the King’s
dominions. By the modern Act of the 43rd

N GeorGe the 3rd, we have actually revived the
' ssest digsorder of the Romish clergy, which the
21st of HENRY restrained, except this, that in place
of the non-residences, pluralities, and farming and
trading being made again profitable to the Pope in
dispensations, they are revived as so much clear
accession of real property to the patrons of livings.
Is it any wonder, then, that many of the flock
jump back without diserimination; and is it not
too much for common sense, combined with the
least spark of principle in the shepherds, to submit
servilely to working with CrRANMER’S rules and
forms ? The reader should understand that the
Author, venerating and prepossessed with follow-
ing in the parental wake, was gver a very steadfast
member of CRANMER’S Churcg:and would proba-
bly have even reconciled himself to the ¢ triple-
apostacy " of the aristo , whoenacted, repealed,
and re-enacted it, but for those two indelible
‘blots mmon, the 2nd AxNE, c. 11, for the
false- “ Queen Anne’s Bounty,” by which
the State was Jnllnge d of the last remains of the
first-fruits,and the above-mentioned 43rd GEORGE
3rd, the properest title of which would be “ An
“ Act for licentious incumbency of spiritual
“livings.” Accordingly, his argument is that the
ought to be separated from the State ; and
upon that objeet was so intent, that this book

- was the nearest to his heart of all his works, as he
~ signifies also by dating his dedication on his

A
a
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PREFACE. ix

birthday. It will have been seen what wonller-
ful care he muyst have taken in presenting such
a mass of facts so conclusively to a purpose of such
magnitude and so vital in its nature, in so
very small a compass. At the same time it
will have been observed tha§ the arcument is con-
fined to the injuries to religlon, produced by the
connection of it with polities ; :'I.Ill! that the other
side of the subject, the political evils arising from
the connection, is avoided as much as possible, and
that Ireland is in mo way named or alluded to.
But, besides that multifariousness was so distaste-
ful to him, as is evident in all his numerous and
various works, he had his ¢ Weekly Political
Legister,” by means of the pages of which, if he
had lived a couple of years longer, or if that
periodieal could li':ave survived him, the politieal
situation would not be quite so ambiguous as it is

now, four\-a.nd-thirz years after this book was

first published, within one week of the first

ing of the ndly reformed Parliament.
Indeed, he had commenced two works, viz.:—
¢ Legacy to Lords,” and “ Legacy to Ireland™
S::.tnng Jjust returned from a tour of inspection in

country), his notes for which two works so
pre-oceupy the ground, that there would be no
room left for the%:rliaman Union making 'a
Bcnﬁ)o-' t of the Irish Church, to save the Union
of Engl

: shChurchand&ute.mud S

ow, to take t! it ide o io
mdbagmn;ng" ing 'Ptoh.l}.wﬁestdawnofw State-
Church, and coming down to its actual situation,




r
i
1
i
3
]

X PREFACE.

a bill in Chancery) by an equal division of matters
in so many groups of questions embracing all the
material problems, to which I have subjoined the
solutiops and in anticipation challenge denial with
proofs ; and for my own proofs I have stated as few
of the facts which are beyond dispute as I can,
while endeavouring not to exceed the limits which
may become a preface to such a little book.

ProBLEMS.

1. Was not the King’s supremacy wholly un-
necessary to the renunciation and expulsion of the
Pope? and was it not resorted to solely as means for
adtri‘:!g to the revenue of the State by investing the
King with the first-fruits and tenths, after the
Pope had been divested of those and all other
emoluments in the King’s dominions ?

2. Did not the non-conformity of the Preshy-
terians and others to the doctrines of the Chure
excite and enlist rebellion to’the King? and did
not that coalition disendow both Church and
King, employ the Church property in war and
treason, and confer the King’s property on his
rebels and murderers? .

3. Did not that profane application of the
Church-property, and that sort of traitorous
transmutation of State-property, result in Parlia-
mentary in lieu of K.mﬂr Government ? and is
not the present fashion of denominating as ¢ con-
stitutional,” such Kings only hs know nothing of
polities, have no political opinions or predilections,
and elect such ministers as are elected by the
elective House, of traitorous origin, and wholly
devoid of precedent anterior to that treason ?
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4. Did not Parliamentary Government, after
disendowing and making the State dependent on
taxation, then re-endow the Church, and extermi-
nate the self-same former confederates of such
government? and, having soon after made such
progress in national improvidence, as the origin-
ating of National Debt, did it not attempt
imposing fiscal legislation on the American colonies,
whereby they were lost ?

5. Was not the French example of the 4th A by
1789, as to the application of the tythes, uﬁ:e
occasion of the two i')‘rench wars, and the second
American war, and adding about £500,000,000
to the Debt ? and did not the first of those wars
incur the necessity of buying the neutrality of the
Americans by ceding the Western Posts belonging
to this Empire, whereby the British Empire lost
those territories extending west of the thirteen
original States to the Pacific Ocean, which now :
constitute the importance of the American Union ? |
and would the French have acquired and sold the 'l
south-western territories to that American Union
(for three millions sterling advanced by English
loan-mongers!) or would the King and Queen of
France have been guillotined, or their family

ed, or would a %‘;onaparta ever have been
heard of, but for the English alarm and ery of
“THE CHURCH IN DANGER?”

6. Was not the '.l‘ythe-c&::mtytgauc:ﬁl'lo Ao:o of 1836
a measure devised to save es from following
the French example ? and:;:s it not dev:a&tli
consequence of accumulating pressure of t
I)eb'og and were not the various other i

and law-making, supposed to be m
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moderate Church Temporalities hoth in England
and Ireland, other cffects of the same canse? and
is not the present scheme as to the Irish Chureh a
final but vain, desperate, and already expiring
effort, to divert the public attention from the
inherent political improvidence of taration itself,
and from reflecting how it is that ancient Parlia-
ments were so niggard of taxation and the modern
80 “liberal,” and that property and poverty are
ruming such a neck-and-neck race, and from
inquiring what is the principle of caleulation on
which the Chambers of Agriculture are now movin g
. to substitute more Income-taz for Rates, and to
4 anelude for that purpose incomes down to £30, other
o than that the great pay on a self-protective sliding-
scale, but the small on a scale which is defenceless
wgainst the way that taxes operate on markets ?

SoLuTions,

L. The 21st of HeNry 8th, c. 13, corrected the
ers and injuries arising from non-residence.
s part in that most early dawn of the

ation may not have been very pure, seei
involved deprivation of the Pope, with

he was beginning to be dissatisfied. of s
for c o?fhe § ?ﬁlz

rs:-lf. b said diﬂordm A
le that the exemp Lord Chancellor,
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most of which were illegal. This was while the
“Papal anthority continued, as well as the Romish
service. In the 23rd, 24th, and 25th years, the
-Papal authority was totully aunihilated, but the
same church service carefully maintained. The
Romish Church had never been established any
otherwise than as an invader and conqueror in
“company and concert with the Normans.. When
Epward THE CONFESSOR, out of excess of same-
timony, gave Peter’s pence, he did it with tearsin
his eyes on account of the national injury. The
mﬂnf revenue was perfectly unmixedavith that of
. subjeets at that time, nor was justice administered
~ for fees. On the Normans introducing the feudal
- for revenue, the Pope aped it by exacti
‘a corresponding vassalage from the clergy, a
first-fruits and tenths of Lenefices answered to
primer sewsis and rents of King's tenants in
“eapite, in which parallel of exchequers the double
“eaps t'ﬁof‘ the Pope’s subjects, being the lawyers
of the King, together with the accursed primogen-
jture, all conspired. Divesting the Pope of
~the first-fruits did not invest the King, bnm
~ simply reverted to the Church. To invest elf 3
~ therewith, the Acts of his 26th year w passed,
~ the first, to make him Supreme Head of the
~Church with plenary powers and j ction of
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'E-f
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were erected for jurisdiction of those and of the
feudal revenues, viz. : the Court of ¢ First-fruits,”
and the Court of * Wards and Liveries,” the
Excheqfier aining the Court for his other
revenues, y relinquished the first-fruits and
abolished that Court. %mzasnm coming to the
succession, resumed these profits which then again
became under the province of the Court of
" Es ner. I have now to note another chief
circumstance which has to be borne in mind, which
m@‘ the early influence of Church and
Parli t ddverse to the Crown in matters of
 business. By thelst ELizaBeTn, c. 4, section 5, they
dischurged from first-fruits and tenths, vicarages
not exceeding £10, and parsonages not exceedin
‘10 marks (42§ per cent. more) *“ after the rate
“ value the records and books of the rates and
L mﬁnﬂw first-fruits and tenths now remaining
n the Exchequer.” What is the meaning of
words? Do they repeal the provision of
gY’s Act for subsequent valuations, relied
the author, or do they warrant the subse-
practice as reported by both Coxe and
oNE? Coke (4th Institute, c. 14), says:
stical livings were sometimes valued b
taxation made in 20th Ep. 1, whie
h in the Exchequer; and by another
n in 26th Hex. 8, which also remaineth
Court ; and according to the latter taxa-
‘are the values of ecclesiastical livings
for the first-fruits and tenths.”” And
E (Book 1, chap. 8), referring to the
: “ And a new valor benefici
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but there was this exemption, which with such gross
injustice, has been acted on both as exemption and
final valuation, as appears by the fact of the rectory
of Botley still standing in the king’s books at
£5. 10s. 21d., although by the commutation it is
set at £310, after being reduced (as in all cases)
to the extent of from 25 to 40 per cent., and this
amount is, too, exclusive of the value of the glebe,
which is 11 acres. Now, I will ask, what is the
new Lord Chancellor going to do for the State,
about valuing according to the very first Statute
and only principle for its spiritual supremacy?
And a]so,% will take the same opportunity for
asking him which Statute he is going to observe in
bestowing his church patronage, that which wmust
be allowed, was the most carly dawn of the
Reformation, or, that which may be called its last
pitch of miduight darkness? A certain M.
Alderman Grusg, of Oxford, vouches that on being
introduced to his lordship twenty years ago, when
~ his lordship was Solicitor-General, he told the
Alderman that he would go in for household
& vote by ballot, and disestablishment of
~ the Irish Church; now, allowing the extreme
problblh:gthat a Solicitor-General would imr:.m;
as

to an unofficial stranger, that he entertained a
as to _of the Establishment involving the

v of the Legislative Union, for the euter~
taining and avowing of which bias he would have
~ been removed from thn;n:ﬁcei:t m;:, 1 think,
~ becomes interesting to know what is his lordship’s
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I TR T e

the test. At first, in the civil war, the non-
conformists under CroMweLL, were for a long time
in bad straits, as appears by his letters to the
Mayor of Colchester in 1643. They all began
| and ended with prayers for relief, us earnest as
B those of our broad-bottomed and broad-brimmed
3 ministry to the Irish Church, to *come and be
4 “hanged ;” until the feudal lords, defanlting of
?’ their debts, joined his standard, which they id by
. the easy moneuvre of suffering defeat. At the
battle of Nazeby (it is said) fifty thousand of the
King's armys were taken prisoners. However,
close upon that the Archbishop was executed,
Hagry the 8th’s Court of Wards put up its shutters
(from the 24th Feb., 1645), the King was kept a
prisoner till put to death, the tythes and advowsons
went to pay the winning side, and, as to the sacred
eaifices, a sample of those was, the Chapel of King's
College, Cambridge, turned into a stnll:l:.
3. After the exit of CroMweLL, the non-
mmty, the rebellion, the usurpation, and the
“ restoration,” as it is called, resulted in Parlia-
ientary Government; immediately on that
rening, the Act of the so-called 12th year of
s 2nd, 24, recites the * intermission ™
of Wards as of a Court and a method of
venue, which were not beneficial, but. how-
as an “intermission ” which was irremediable;
ereupon, as substitute for that Revenue,

e; but while thus dischargin
“sub-tenancies ; an

)
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subjects are still saddled with the fees and forfeitures
and all the costly incidents to lordships of manors,
Amongst such first-mentioned tenants, none were
greater than some Church dignitaries; and as one
instance of these, the Bishop of Durham is now at
this moment, notwithstanding all the Church~
temporality Acts of the Reformed Parliament,
lord of a manor comprising twenty thousand acres.
In a tithe-action tried at Durham in 1862, Mr.
LE. Brougnau called that Bishop * a Palatine Prince
b3 of Tythe.” If his tythe-principality have been ,‘
v since somewhat moderated, it appears that his }
territorial principality has not suffered much ; but, i
in the lowest sphere of these sanctimonious
Norman remains, the poor Saxons are mocked in 1

almost every parish, one of which is Loughton in
Essex and in the Royal Forest of Epping, where
the Lord of the Manor is Patron and Parson:
with these levers in his hands, he is Chairman of
 the Vestrics and of the Board of Guardians,
 Trastee of the Parochial Charities, and virtually
~ sole relieving officer; and though last not least, he
~ ishy favor ogParliammltary Government, admitted
A of the Forestal rights of the State over
~ the parish at £4. 15s. per acre ; and, by favour of
~ both governments preceding the present, is
~ appointed a Justice of the Division. ¢
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hot-and-cold blowing assembly, which by-the-hye,
was twice as long as its predecessor, but, however,
which was composed of the identical legislators
who had found it so impossible to restore the
King’s revenue, and yet found no difficulty in
repudiating the purchasers, devisees, and assignees
of the advowsons, glebes and tythes which had been
: mmpriated to carry on the war with his father.
heir strategie in this crusade challenges a rival,
for, as if by way of body-guard or convoy to this
feat of law, there went before and after it the Acts
of the 13th and. 14th, c. 4, the 15th, e. 6, the 17th
c. 2, and the 22nd, c. 1, of the same king, against
non-conformity ; and we should bear in mind that
the scene of non-conformity was principally in the
eastern counties, as the seat of war agamnst the
Church had heen, the head-quarters being at
Boston, when on the 23rd August, 1645, the
Parliament passed the ordinance of fine and
imprisonment for using the Book of Common
Prayer, and for the heresy of speaking against the
| Pr ian Directory, at which period it appears
- that was the Church to which the State, as
- personated by the Parliament, had united itself;
- and which ordinance probably suggested that
- saying of Milton ( tant and angry), that * new
- Preshyter was old Priest writ large.” But Milton
was wrong, and said it in haste, for after the issue
of this contest of seventeen years’ dumw
st admit that this Church, as ished by
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State with interest, and set the Great Charter at
defiance, as well as its own Charter. By this little
Charter it is to expel Fellows for Perjury (that is,
Eerjury against their College nat]): : a Rew.

10NEL BULLER, one of the fellows, aving been
sued in Chancery for a sequestration of his
college-income, and the bill fa%ing, what does the
college do, but charge him with perjury in his
answer, try him for it, conviet him of it, and expel
him! This was in the year 1848. He made two
applications of some sort, first by Mr. BraxweLr,
and afterwards in Michaelmas Term, 1856, by Mr.
MoxTAGUE CHAMBERS, to the Court of Exclequer,
but nothing was done on them. Now, if Parlia-
mentary Government had not superseded the
constitutional functions of Parliament, there would
have been the ancient Standing Committees of
Justice to enforce the office of Escheator, to clear
out such an augean stable, and not let such a

~ valuable forfeiture of a Charter, under which an

ecclesiastical revenue of more than £30,000 a
is enjoyed by these semi-monks, be lost to the

ate. But the curious predicament resulting from
Hexry's ting the custody of his first-fruits
from thatof his feudal revenues, now arises; for, if he
had me his spiritual revenue with his feudal, the
seramble

spiri would have fallen into the same

when the Oourtii;;f Wardus.l was shut. T:;-a“’tha _
fore remained this spiritual revenue to
accordingly, next comes the Queen ANxE’s
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theu, to finish happily what had been so handsomely
begun, the 5th ANNE, c. 24, discharges from aiding
in that “bounty,” the livings not exceeding £50
yearly walue, always on that old rating made at
the time of Hanry 8tk, and wholly regardless of
the legal liability of the impropriators under the
Acts of the 15th R. 2., c. 6, and 4th Hexey 4., .
12, to keep up sufficient endowments of the
vicarages and also competent charities. Thus,
notwithstanding those two Acts and the main Act
of 26th Hexry 8th, the living to be liable now,
must, according to the scale exemplified in the
case of Botley a?oresaid, be worth at least £2,800
a year. _
3. Thave now to prove my chargeof £500,000,000
of Debt against the Church. The Constituant
~ Assembly of France, on the 4th August, 1789,
- decreed the abolition of Seigneurial courts, and o
iy dove-cotes and warrens, and of some
of less consequence, and the redemp-
i ial rights and of tythes. There
'hnoﬁgofvary dangerous example in any
and as to the tythes, when the decree came
drawn up, the mode of re:l.::nﬁum was
| to be nal rey

out of the general national revenue,




orators of the Constituant had done talking (it
was just in harvest time) appropriated exactly that
portion of the sheaves which would have gome to their
stors, as their wages for the reaping; and, although
the fact is a blank in any other book but this, that
ipso facto field-made law has been the law from that
ay to this, and will continue so to eternity in that
country. The tythe there varies from thie 13th to
the 17th sheaf, and as Artrur Youxa truly says,
somewhere in his ¢ Travels,” tythes were never
exacted anywhere with such ““horrid greediness™ as
in England. But, the seventeenth sheaf, carried
home to the communal stackyard for the harvest-
“ers by the farmer, before he dare carry a sheaf for
himself, makes a sufficient provision for the people
“who exclusively belong to the commune: and, as
~ to want amongst the agricultural labourers beyond
~what is accidental and exceptional, and sufficiently
~ relieved by charity, there is no such thing.
*.'!.l?bem is no wonder, then, in the ardour of
~ French armies, an insttill?h fgln}:s of the
~ cou eople, and the stability an tiness
K. of Mh gowmmenta, when the whole rural
~ population have such an interest in that stability !
- D ebytheain;:e rﬂeonglhez:h&h?}d&“thmvﬁ
- wonder at the implacable hatrec c S
~ which it ndered on this side of the channel,

PREFACE, ! xxt
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the subject of the domaine nationaux either for or
against the confiscations and appropriations thereof.

6. After this, I think my last proposition proves
itself, as to the commutation. That measure, as
the reader will have seen, was just beginning to be
talked about at the writing of this book ; and the
reader will have observed how strictly and
narrowly the author has treated it, his principle
for which I have alluded to already ; but I have to
correct a misprint of a word of his which ought to
be tenth in place of “ fifth,” in his speaking of the
rent-charge in the last paragraph but one of the
3rd Letter. I believe I have nothing else to advert
to wanting proof, but the latter of the propositions
under this head, which amounts to this, that the evil
of tazation is the object of Parliamentary Govern-
ment. My proofs are, first, the like taciturnity of
the on this subject as it observes in regard
to the French tythes and domaine nationauz, and
generally on all questions of public title to Jand,
which taciturnity, if it be intended as a civility to the
powers that be, is of course as a concealment of a
something valuable. Second, the figures of the
Chambers of Agriculture in their Congress on the
2nd inst. are, that the ratesare about £11,000,000,
the rateable property about £129,000,000, of
which the rates are about 10 per cent.; the
taxation is aboutsix times the amount of the rates ;

Mr. Pery, M.P., fuming 700 acres with a capital

=S

5 to £6,000 pays £110 rates, therefore his rent
is £1,100; he is assessed to the income-tax, as if
his profit on his eapital is 10 per cent.; now, I
mlls:ldethat if he contributed to the taxation as
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consequently the £660 comes out of high rents,

high prices and deadly privations.  Zhirdly,

Mr. Browx declared that a constant Crimean

or Abyssinian war would be nothing to him

compared with the rates ; that is enough, I think,

but I will give another fact on the information of .

the late venerable Dr. Prrer MagrTtiN, of Pul-

borough, in Sussex, who flourished there for half-a-

century commencing with the first American war.

He told me that it was during that war that the

eight-day clocks began going out the houses of the

agricultural labourers. I show this superfluous

roof in con}:g:liment to that scholastic and blind ‘
i

.P. for Brighton, whose inveterate theory is
that education only can replace those clocks. I
conclude with congratulating that gentleman’s
colleague, Mr. WHITE, on his having given notice
when this income-tax was raised to 6d. on the
24th April last, that * under the Reformed Parlia-
¢ ment he hoped to get a committee to show the |
¢ incidence of taxation,” by which, if he succeed, |
1 say he will have done more for God's creation |
than any other man, exceptiu%Nom. 1

. COBBETT. i
!

London, 9th February, 1869.

Postscripr.—10th Feb. 1 have just seen that
the Congress of Lmdloms to have an au;}:':noo of
Mr. GrapsToNE on thei daTu small

aeew about

- umm;whileatthenh?ooﬁm o 4
p % - lo om . W ci I 4
qallorofantlih:chequ:;h“thst iere was no doubt -

¢ that from struggling man, whether
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““we ought, and considerably more than the Act
“ever contemplated we should, or that we had a
“right to expect ; and that at that present time he
“saw no difficulty in the way of its repeal, v the
“ndtion willed it.” Now I add to this, that neither
need there be any doubt about the * will,” and
that if Mr. WHITE'S promised motion donot unravel
the difficulty, the making of it would suffice to
cut the Gordian Knot. W.C.

2nd. P.S.—Feb. 18th. T use this remaining
ace to state, that I am preparing for publication
ge Author’s Notes for nis ** Legacy to Ireland,”

and that the book will be in form and com
similar to this, and will consist of his opinions
given in my words (generally), to r with such
additional matter of my own as relates to incidents
of oceurrence subsequent to the year 1835, Ireland
£ “is the reflex of England as to Polities, though
England is not so as to Ireland. T shall therefore
~ avail myself of this opportunity for a set-off to the
' ient of making a sort of back-kitchen of
Ireland for doing the Imperial dirty-work in; and
at a mowment whh;?; it bt:n&t bfnmorethm ovtg

~ palpable whoever e Ixs, they are

men of business of the Ovrs. W.C. they
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—

- TO JAMES BLOMFIELD, BISHOP OF LONDON.

Normandy Farm, 9 March, 1835,
Bishop,
About six-and-twenty years ago, you drank tea

~ at my house at BorLEY, when you were a curate of
_ some place in NorroLK ; or a teacher to the offspring

& of some hereditary legislator. How rugged has my

course been since that time: how thickly has my path
- been strewed with thorns!  How smooth, how flowery,
- how pleasant, your career! Yet, here we are; you
- with a mitre on your head, indeed, and a crosier in

your holy hands; I, at the end of my rugged and

thorny path in a situation to have a right, in the name
- of the millions of this nation, to inquire, not only into
~ your conduct, but into the utility of the very office that
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must now be discussed. They are not to be shuffled
off by Commissions of Inquiry, or any other Com-
missions; the people demand a discussion of these
questians, and a decision upon them; the Parliament
must discuss them ; and, this little book, which I now
dedicate to you, is written for the Purrose of aiding
us all in the discussion ; so that we may come at last
to a just decision.

I select you to dedicate my book to; first because
you were a zealous defender of the Dead- Body Bill,
which consigns the corpses of the most unfortunate of
the poor to be cut up by surgeons, instead of being
consigned, with double and treble solicitude, to the care
of a really Christian clergy,and provided with all
the means and circumstances of the most respectful
Christian burial.

Another reason is, that you were a poor law com-
missioner ; one of the authors of that book, which was
slyly laid upon the table of the House of ]
by the Whigs, in 1833 ; and one of the authors of that
voluminous report and appendix, laid upon the table of
the same House last year: on which report and

: the coarser-food bill was passed; and in
which report and appendix, you have communicated to
,.ﬁeHmofCommonsthemtmﬁmwM
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DINGTON, and the rectory of TATTENHALL, each worth,
probably, from a thousand to fifteen hundred pounds a
year. Now, Bishop, this is a very solid reason for
addressing my little book to you ; for, if you can talk of
“ Church-reform,” and about seeking for the means of
providing for the cure of souls, while this BLoMFIELD
has a prebend and two great rectories, it is pretty clear
that you want a great deal of enlightening on the
subject. If you do not, however, many other people
dol; and therefore it is, that I write and publish this
little book, which is my Legacy to Parsons, and which
I most earnestly hope will very soon be amongst the
most valuable of their remaining temporal possessions.
You will find the little book go to the very bottom
of the matter ; that it will unveil all the mystery that
has hung about this Church for so many years; that
it will leave the people nothing more to ask about the

‘matter; and put them in a situation to determine

reasonably, at once, either to submit to the most crying
abuses that ever existed upon the face of the earth; or
to put themselves in motion for the purpose of legall

but resolutely, effectually, and for ever, puttmgmami
to this abuse.

Ww. COBBETT.
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LETTER L

HOW CAME THERE TO BE AN ESTABLISHED CHURCH ¢

Parsons,
This question ought to be clearly answered; |
because on it must turn the great practical question ‘
now at issue ; namely, Aas the Parliament the rightful y
i pomwer to assume, to take possession of, asdto'zM .
pr- of, the tithes and all other property, commonly
- called Church ty, in whatever manner it

R proper? You and Prtmns contend that
; We 1

~,"'tlmnﬁdsrﬂmoﬁ:rthum:wehuﬁmto-§

~ the question of right ; and this question will be 3
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been, and are the true successors of St. PeTER, by
Divine appointment; that the Pope is the one
shepherd, to whom all Christians owe spiritual
obedienee.  The religion, was called the Roman
Catholic religion ; because the see (that is to say, seat)
of St. PETER was at Rome, and because his authority
was universal, that being the meaning of the word
Catholic.

No matter as to the truth or error of these opinions
and assertions : they prevailed ; with here and there an
exception, all Christians held these opinions ; and, when
the Christian religion was introduced into England,
which was effectually done about six hundred years
after the death of Christ, these opinions prevailed in
England as well as in other Christian countries. The
Pope was the head of the Chureh here as well as else-
where ; his spiritual authority he exercised without any

ership with, or dependence the state;
the tithes and oblations were claimed dy ei&n ];md the
derFy as things belonging to God, and h them
sole éhby Divine authority. Whatever was glyven to
the Church by anybody ; whatever endowment, of any
description; was held to belong to the Church,
independent of all tem or secular power. The
church claimed to hold its possessions independent
of all written laws; they claimed a prescriptive

right to alltheir&:}s:auions; they allowed no time
et Ol YT

possession

ﬁillifoqdhislimbs;&d,o}fmrsa, they denied
an , Or an leg:sln.eam, possessed,
or Ij:poma{,t!:gtr‘ieghtfulpowutohh

ﬁungem,ortomter&mawﬁlm t of, any
part of & 2 . 25 1
as to the soundness or unsoundness of the es on
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prevalence in England, arose our churches, our parishes
(or priest-ships), our cathedrals, and bishops’ sees; all
those monasteries which have since been suppressed
and destroyed ; and, along with the rest, our universities
and their colleges.

For a Parlament to meddle with a Church like
this; to question the rightful power of a Parliament,
consisting of laymen, to meddle with the possessions
of a Church like this, having its head totally separate
from the temporal sovereignty of the country; to
question the rightful power of a body of laymen to
meddle with the property of a Church like this, whose
Divine origin, and Divine mission and authority, had
been universally acknowledged for about twelve
hundred years ; to question the rightful power of a
Parliament, in such a ease, was not a thing so very
unreasonable ; but, on the contrary, the questioners
had reason on their side, especially as these doctrines
had prevailed during so long a period; and as the
country had l;‘e:ﬂ; $0 ﬁ::g. and so happy, during the
greater part of that . :
g:-nons, hasp:;nwr Chuwrch any such preten-
sions? I have a high opinion of that quality i you,
which is usually denominated * brass;” but, do you

tend that this Establishment was founded by Jesus
gl]:rin and his Apostles? Do you pretend to hold
your possessions immediately by a grant from God ;
and that they are as much yours as my life and my
limbs are mine? Why, yes, you are, at this time
(very curious to relate), endeavouring to set up a
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enough had been written and published by me, long
before, to show that it was rapine, on the part of those
who took the Church-property from Catholics and gave
it to Protestants; that that was an act of rapine, and
not an aet of rightful power, on the part of the
L Parliament of that day, unless the present Parliament
. had the rightful power to take the property from the
4 f,resent possessors and dispose of it at its pleasure.
erceiving the irresistible force of this argument, Sir
Rosert PrEL, forgetting all about the lay-impro-
priations, discovered that the Catholic Church had a
E&lﬂfpﬁve right o its possessions; and that the
tlisment had never meddled with that prescriptive
ight ; that the Established Church was still, in fact,
the Catholic Church, and was merely reformed; and
that it was in the possession of all the prescriptive
rights which had ever belonged to ‘ Holy Church !”
« If this were so; if you were merely a reformed
Catholic Church, and the regular successors of the
bishops and su-iests of the Roman Catholic religion;
then all the lay-estates, in tithes or in lands, which
were formerly possessed by your predecessors, are
wholly destitute of a title; and the owners may, any
day, be legally ejected by the King’s Attorney-
General ; and the iing may order the estates to
returned to you. However, we are now going to look

ltﬂ;emli;waamnowgoinftooee, to

tithes, to oblations, to bishops’ lands, to col
Mh&,tamyhtfxg thatyqnpossm,ﬁghu : ofthn

20 , you no prescriptive more than ¢

NZofoumm!;hhut:’gmd '

\THFIELDSAYE, which hé possesses in virtue of an
: ' in virtue of that Act of

i x gt
-'b

|
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support the Protestant Church “as by law estab-
lished :” and this description was invented too for the
express purpose of distinguishing the tenure of your
Church from that of the Roman Catholic Church; the
tenure of which was by prescription, independent of
all written law. In short, yours is a Chureh, founded
solely on Acts of the Parliament sitting at West-
minster ; and we are now going to see what those Acts
of Parliament were ; under what circumstances they
were passed, and the sort of men by whom they were
passed ; together with the manifold motives and
objects of those men.

The Roman Catholic Church had begun to have its
authority disputed in some parts of Christendom,
aﬁ:ot;t e year 1520. At this time HENRY 1:23

ighth, for the purpose of gratifying his own wie
InEsions, joinedpthose whogf;diyllregm to deny the
authority of the Pope as head of the Church, though
he had before written a book in defence of that
authority for which he had received the title of
¢ Defender of the Faith,” which our kings retain to
this day, though by their coronation oath th:i
solemnly protest against that very faith of whi
Hexry the Ei.thh was the De¢fender! This monster
of cruelty aimed himself to be the au;]:rme head

Ciﬂulc Church in England; and he put to
hundreds of most virtuous and excellent persons,
because they would not take an oath recognising his
spiritual supremacy. Finding his most strenuous
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reign, and in the year 1539. These Acts of Parlia-
ment granted to him all this great mass of possessions;
and granted to him also a very considerable part of
the great tithes of the jparishes; because the monas-
teries had in many cases become both the patrons and
the incumbents of the benefices of the parishes. Thus,
more than a third part of the whole of the real pro-
of the kingdom was granted to him by the
arliament, with power to him to give it away to
whom he pleased ; to sell it, or to exchange it. Those
who passed these Acts knew very well that they
should have the chief share of the spoil. He was
compelled to divide this spoil amongst the noblemen
gentlemen, and all persons of great power and
influence in the country ; in order to bind them up in
the same girdle with himself. This he did without
loss of time, and we are now going to see the pro-
digious effect of this division ofg the spoil; and
especially we are going to see its t effect in the
E“dm of this present Church of England, “ as by

w established.”

Amidst such assaults as these, it was impossible
that the Roman Catholic Church should remain
unshaken, When men saw these monstrous acts of
what had hitherto been deemed sacrilege, committed,
not only with impunity, but under sanction of
law; when they saw a mere layman assume the

iritual supremacy of the Church of Crrist; when
g saw innumerable persons put to death for
refusing to swear, that they believed that which they
had always been taught to disbelieve; when they
heard this new head of the Church proclaiming one
sort of creed one day, and another sort of creed
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thing like an unity of faith: it was impossible that
the nation should not be split up into a diversity of
sects, that each man should not claim a right to think
and decide for himself in religious matters ; and this
actually was the state in En;ﬁand, in this respect, at
the time of the death of this merciless tyrant, which
took place in the year 1547, when he expired, in the
fifty-sixth year of his age, and in the thirty-eighth of
his reign ; the most unjust, hard-hearted{ meanest,
and most sanguinary tyrant that the world had ever
beheld, whether Christian or Heathen. As long as
this tyrant existed, the holders of confiscated Church
property, which was also the patrimony of the poor at
the same time, were safe in their possessions under
his sort of mongrel Catholic Church; but when his
son Epwanrp the Sixth (a mere boy), succeeded him,
and the government was to be carried on by guardians
and trustees, there was great danger that the people
would resume their rights; at any rate, that the
Pope would, in a short time, resume his %ower in
Enflnnd where the parish-priests were still Catholic;
an

if he resumed his power, the shares in the
plunder werein a perilous state, as far as related to
that plunder. Therefore, in order to obviate this
danger, it was necessary to abrogate, to put down by
Act of Parliament, to efface for ever, if ibl
Catholic niiﬂon in Exoraxp. And Parsons, look at
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that Church all the powers, all the exclusive benefits,
all the protection, all the advantages necessary to
make it a valuable thing to those who would neces-
g:;x(lﬂ' have its patronage exclusively in their

With these motives in their minds, and these
objects before them, the nobilit{, the powerful gentry,
to name them by one word, the aristocracy, havin
got rid of the old tyrant, and his mongrel Catholic
nl(iigion, resolved to make a new Church by law,
and a Protestant Church, in order that the Po
might never come and instigute the people to mnﬂz
them restore the landed estates and the tithes which
m got into their possession by grants from the

us old tyrant. In their execution of this

design, this nation witnessed scenes never before
witnessed in this world ; snch insincerity, such bare-
faced apostacy, such greediness, such injustice, such
defiance of every sentiment of morality, and every
sentiment of rﬁgion, such prostration of character

i :_'mnotba described by tongue or pen, except in
- ully relating the facts ; and it would be wise in
in you £lnonn, never to direct our eyes back to the
gin of this Church, as by law established. The
es assert that their Church originated with
: ; yours originated with the
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the Act tells us, that this new practice had been
ridiculed hi,' the people, “in dialogues. rhymes, songs,
lays, and jests.” The sharers of the spoil of the
hurch and the poor people were by no means
disposed to suffer songs and jests upon the subject.
They therefore enacted that these rhymsters and
sinfers should suffer *imprisonment of their bodies,
and fines, at the king’s will and pleasure.” ‘Though
this was wholly a new thing; quite contrary to the
faith and practice of the people and of their fore-
fathers for nine hundred years ; a new invention
oversetting the main pillar of their faith. This
monstrous severity was followed by an enactment,
giving a new interpretation to the Holy Seriptures,
and containing an assertion, laid down by mere
' laymen, that both the bread and the wine were
L necessary to be taken. But this was only a little
beginning ; this was only a foretaste of that which
was to come : it was a preparing of the way for the
making of this Church, the &at: o% which is now to be
In the second year of the reign of this boy-king
. (who was now onl eleven years old), who was, at
~ once, supreme spiritual head of the Church, and
secular sovereign of the State, this Protestant Church
g and MHT::H were established. The Roman Catholic
- religion having been abrogated, having been protested
mﬂnt and declared to be idolatrous and damnable,
men were let loose to choose for themselves, each
having the Bible in his hands. One secthad as much
the tithes as another sect ;
for the aris
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the things themselves ; they had not protested against
the tithes, and the lands, and the oblations ; they had
only protested against their being in hands other than
heir own. The Catholic religion was idolatrous and
amnable; but they saw nothing either idolatrous or
damnable, in the lands, the tithes, and the oblations.
These, therefore, they resolved to kee ; but to keep
them, they must have another Churcﬂ; and to that
Church all must yield tithes and oblations, however
contrary its creed?s. might be to the faith which the
Scriptures taught them to adopt, or which they had
been taught by their fathers from generation to

neration. The preamble of the Act of Parliament
?Tst and 2nd Epwarp the Sixth) tells us, that “ the
“ king, in his great goodness, has appointed the Arch-
“ bishop of Canterbury ((meusn}, and others, to
“ draw, and make, one meet order, rite, and fashion,
“ of common and open prayer, and administration of
“ Sacraments, to be had, and used in his Majesty’s realm
“of ExcraND and WaLEs ; the which, at this time,
“ by aid of the Holy Ghost, with one uniform g e-
“ment is of them concluded, set forth, and delivered
“to his Highness” (eleven years of' age) “ to his great
“ comfort and quietness of mind, intituled, 7%e Book
“of common Prayer and Administration of the Sacra-
“ments and other .i?;‘tgjaudk(,'ermmies 3/' the Church
“after the use of t urch of England, erefore

Temporal in this presentPar:

“: hm;:;n:f m}:? c&ngstildering “I well the most g'odl{
tra s highness’ (eleven i

“of the Lord Protector, and of other hir i l’)

council, in collecting the said Arch-
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« gpgee of God, shall ensue, do give his Higness most
¢ hearty and lowly thanks for the same.”

Bearing in mind this assertion about the aid of the
Holy Ghost, in this work, let us now come to the
enactments. You, Parsons, found the Church’s
prescriptive rights upon the assertion, that there
never was any Act ¢f Parliament for taking the
benefices away from the Catholics and giving them
to Protestants; that the Catholic parish-priests were
never ousted from their benefices by Act of Parlia-
ment ; that they became converted in their several

ishes ; or continued to exercise their functions as
mre, till the day of their death; or that they went

zaneﬁces without force: so that, as
they had unquestionably, a prescriptive right to their
benefices ; the present parsons stand fairly in their
shoes, and have a preseriptive right too. ]va, then,
let us see how this matter stands. The king had put
forth a Book of Homilies and a Catechism. Priests
had been permitted to marry ; and an Act was soon

after passed (2nd and 8rd Epwarp the Sixth, chap.
91) to allow priests to marry. Every inducement had

1

offered to withdraw the parish-priests from their
igion ; but still, with very few scandalous exceptions,
+ they remained firm in their faith and their practice,
~ at the time of the ing of this Act. The
~therefore, provided, that, if any rector, vicar,
~ curate, or other priest, with benefice, should in future
~ say mass in the usual manner, and not use the

i
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natural life ! Thus did this gentle Christian Church
begin ; thus did the Angel of Charity, Humility,
and Humanity, preside at her birth. DBut the Act
did not stop here, it went on to the laity; and it
enacted, that if any one should, by interludes, plays,
songs, thymes, or by other open words, declare or
speak anything in derogation, depraving, or despis-
ing, the said Book of Common Prayer, penalty after
enalty were to follow, till at last came the forfeiture
of chattels to the king, and imprisonment during the
natural life of the party !

Here we have a faithful account of the BIRTH of
this famous Church, which simply put it to the
priests and the people :  Here is this Church ; take
it ; or, take pecuniary ruin and imprisonment for
life ;" and in the face of these undeniable facts, is

any one base enough to say, that the Catholic
iests were not ousted by force, and by Act of' Parlia-
ment? The Act provides for the depriving of the
of his benefice, and of all spiritual promotion
whatever, unless he apostatize from the Catholic
religion; and it authorizes patrons to appoint Pro-
testant ministers to succeed him, in just the same
manner as if he were dead. Will Sir RoBERT
PeeL call this “ a reformed Catholic chureh,” then ?
Will he again say, that the Protestant parsons stand
in the prescriptive shoes of the Catholic priests ?

But, the reader will say, did this Common Prayer

Book always continue in use, after this Act was
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country, resolved upon restoring the Catholic religion.
The Common Prayer-Book aristocracy, exceedingly
alarmed at this prospeet; not so much alarmed, how-
ever, for the almost certain loss of the Common
Prayer Book and the new Church, as for the possible,
and even probable loss of that immense mass of pro-
perty of the Church and the poor, which they had
got into their possession, by the means before men-
tioned, entered into a negotiation with the queen,
agreeing to give up their Common Prayer Book and
their Protestant religion ; agreeing to bring back the
Catholic religion into the country, and to panish par-
sons for not bheing Catholics, as they had punished
them before for not being Protestants; agreeing to
confess themselves to have been schismatics ; agreeing
to receive absolution from the Pope, for having re-
belled inst his authority; agreeing to reinstate
him in :ﬁ is power in Englan . which they before
1 designated as abominable usurpations; agreeing,
above all things, to abrogate as schismatical that -«
very Common %rayer Book which they had before
d:{md, in the preamble to an Act of Parliament,
to have been composed by the “aid of the Holy
*  Ghost,” and which was, they said, made “to the
honour of God ;" ugreeing to all this, if the queen
would obtain the consent of the Pope, and give her
own consent, fo suffer ;.‘Ic;z f.::d keep th;;‘ uu;:;s
masses of property in land and in tithes, whi
) d{; two preceding reigns, thsyha.dgrnspati
- from the Church and the poor! This is something
5o monstrous, that I would venture to state it upon no
authority short of that of an Act of Parliament ; and yet
it is by no the worst that we have to behold on
‘men who called themselves noblemen
 whose descendants coolly assume
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soon as Many was upon the throne, an Act to repeal
the whole of the famous Act, making the Common
Prayer Book ; and that too upon the ground, that it
was contrary to the true religion ; though they al-
leged that they had been assisted by the Holy Ghost,
in the making of that Book of Common Prayer!
They abolished all the penalties for persons acting
plays, singing soni:;s, ridiculing the new religion ;
they repealed the law for preventing images being
put up in churches ; they repealed the law permitting
riests to marry ; they swept away, by this Act of
liament, every vestige of the Protestant Church
" service, and reinstated the service of the Catholic
religion ; brought in again the singing of the mass in
all the churches and chapels: and this too upon the
express ground that they had been for years wandering
in error and in schism ; though, never forget, that
they asserted that the Holy Ghost had assisted them
in making their Common Prayer Book !
+  This, Eowever, was only a beginning. Having
* made their bargain to keep the lands and the tithes,
which they had taken from the Church and the Poor,
petitioned the Queen to intercede with the Pope
to forgive them for all the sins which they had com-
mitred against him, and against the Catholic faith ;
to “ assoil, discharge, and deliver them from all ecele-
siastical excommunixﬁmilséadinberdicﬁons, and cen-
sures, hanging over their 8, for their faults durin
the schism : and to take them again intothabmmf:r
of Holy Church.” The Queen, detesting the mon-
sters in her heart, no doubt, consented, and obtained
tbans consent, to let them keep the lands and
the tithes; not because it was right, but because it
was thou tpbennevilleuthmthatof&q:ﬁl
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absolution. To work they went, instantly, to repeal
every act made, after Henry the Eighth began his
rebellion against the Pope ; every act at all trenching
on the papal authority ; but taking special care in the
same Act to secure to themselves the safe possession
of all the property of the Church and the Poor, which
they had grasped, during the reigns of Hexny and
of Epwarp. Though, r say, I am referring to Aects
of Parliament, and though the reader will, upon
reflection, know that I should not dare to state the
substance of those Acts untruly, still I cannot give an
adequate idea of the character of these Protestant
church-makers, without taking their own words, as I
find them in the preamble to this Act, 1st and 2nd of
Many, chapter 8; and when I read it, I always
wonder that some scheme or other has not been in-
vented for the obliterating, for the erasing, from the
statute-book, words so dishonourable, so indelibly
infamous.

% Whereas since the twentieth year of King HExry
“ the Eighth of famous memory, Father unto your
 Majesty our most natural Sovereigm, and gracious
2 Laay and Queen, much false and erroneous doctrine
“ hath been taught, preached and written, partly
“ divers the natural-born subjects of this realm,
“ mly being brought in hither from sundry other
“ foreign countries, hath been sown and spread abroad
“ within the same: by reason whereof, as well the
“ gpirituality as the tem ity of your R
“ realms and dominions have swi from the obe-
“ dience of the See %rma

'::'m':fohchmts

TR e Y S |
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“ unto your Majesties (as unto persons undefiled, and
“ by od’s goodness preserved from the common
¢ infection aforesaid) and to the whole realm, the
¢ most Reverend Father in God the Lord Cardinal
« PoLe, Legate de latere, to call us home again into
& the right way from whence we have all this long
¢ while wandered and strayed abroad; and we, after
“ sundry long and grievous plagues and calamities,
“ ggeing by the goodness of God our own errors, have
 acknowledged the same unto the said most Reverend
¢ Father, and by him have been and are the rather
« gt the contemplation of your Majesties, received and
% embraced unto the Unity and Bosom of Christ’s
¢ Church, and upon our humble submission and pro-
“ mise made for a declaration of our repentance, to
¢ repeal and abrogate such Acts and Statutes as had
“ been nfm:]f in dariiamenﬁ sinceththe F:lla.iltlithtw.enL'mi;h
“ year of the said King Hen e Ei against
“ {he supremacy of the %ee A 1.n'?:st.oliclf., :;‘s in our sub-
“ mission exhibited to the said most Reverend Father
“in God by your Majesties appeareth : the temour
“ whereof ensueth.

“ We the Lords spiritual and temporal and the
“Commons, assembled in this present Parliament,
“ representing the whole body of the realm of Eng-
“ land, and the dominions of the same, in the name

 of ourselves pam'cularly, and also of the said body
“ universally, 1n this our supplication directed to your
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“ mandments, against the supremacy of the said See,
@ or otherwise doing or speaking, that might impugn
¢ the same : offering ourselves and promising by this
“ gur supplication, that for a token and knowledge of
“ our snitl repentance, we be and shall be always
“ ready, under and with the authorities of your Ma-
“ jesties, to the uttermost of our powers, to do that
“’shall lie in us for the abrogation and repealing of
% the said Laws and Ordinances, in this present
“ Parliament, as well for ourselves as for the whole body
“whom we represent. Whereupon we most humbly
“ desire your Majesties, as personages undefiled in the
“offence of this body towards the said See, which
“nevertheless God b}'%{is Providence hath madesubject
“to you, so to set forth this our humble suit that we
“may obtain from the See Apostolick, by the said most
“ Reverend Father, as well particularly and generally,
¢ gbsolution, release, and discharge from all danger of
“guch censures and sentences, as by the Laws of the
“ Church we be fallen into; and that we may as
“ children tant be received into the bosom and
“unity of Christ's Church, so as this noble realm

“ with all the members thereof, may in this unitgonpd
- t obedience to the See Apostolick, and Popes
“for the time being, serve God and your Majesties, to
: m f;lrﬂ:mm% and adva:lhoement of H ol;onour

3 e are, at the intercession

“ Maj m?b the authority of our holy Father gapa
“ Julian the Third and of the See Apostolick, assoiled,
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““to be understood since the twentieth year of the
“reign of the said late King Henry the Eighth, and
“so the said Lord Legate doth accept and recognise
“ghe same.”

After this most solemn recantation ; after this appeal
to God for the sincerity of their repentance, they
proceeded to enact the repeal of every Act that had
ever been passed to infringe upon the supremacy or
authority of the Pope; they, in the most express and
solemn manner, enacted that no king or queen of
England was ever, or ever could be the head of the
Church, or had, or ever could have, any pretension to
a right of supremacy in regard to the Church. But,
in the same Act of Parliament, every sentence of which
makes one shudder as one reads it, they took special
care, while they acknowledged the act of plunder, fo
secure to themselves, by clause upon clause, the un-
interrupted possession of that third part of the pro-

perty of the kingdom, which they had grasped from
the Clurch and the poor.

But, at any rate, they were now Catholics again ;
they were once more Roman Catholics. They had been
born and bred Roman Catholies ; they had apostatized
and protested against the faith of their fathers, for the
purpose of getting possession of a large part of the
property of the kingdom ; but having now made safe
the possession of this enormous mass of plunder ; and
lumn% nevertheless, been absolved of their sins, and
taken back into the bosom of the Church, they, surely,
now remained Roman Catholics to the end of their
days? Not thely, indeed ; for the moment the death
of Many took place, which was in 1558, that is to m

the end of five they undid all that they
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were not upon record in the Statute Book, which cannot
| lie, in this case; and which contains in this case, too,
F the law as we have now to obey it. Erizasera the
immediate successor of MARy, was a Catholic herself,
by profession and public worship ; she was crowned by
a Catholic bishop; her manifest intention, at first,
was to maintain the Catholic religion : but she was @
bastard, according to the law, she having been born of
another woman, while her father’s first wife was still
alive ; besides which, an Act had been passed in her
father's life-time declaring her to be a bastard. All
this would not have signified much; but the Pope
would not recognise her legitimacy; and of course
* wonld not acknowledge her right to reign as Queen of
* Excraxp. Finding tlj:lis, she resolved to be Protestant ;
and resolved that her Peopla should be Protestant, too.
The very first Act of Parliament of her reign, therefore,
swept away the whole that had been done during the
reign of Many ; and the Act (1st of ELizaners, chap-
ter 1) repealed the whole of the Act of which I have
 just quoted the memorable preamble, except onl those
of it which secured the plunder of the Church
and the poor to those who hacr got possession of it;
and those same men, who had so reeentl§ receiv
absolution from the Pope, for having acknowledged the
ecclesiastical supremacy to bein the king, now enacted,
that that supremacy had always belonged to the kings;
that it never had belonged to the Pope; that the Pope
had usurped it ; and they even went so far now as to
exact an oath from every Englishman, if the Queen
chose to require it ing a firm belief in this
the Queen! The oath (in use to this
) begins thus, “I, A. B., do utterly declare and
my conscience, that the Queen’s %ﬂ

ecclesiastical mﬂ
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absolution from the Pope, and prayed for forgiveness to
God, for having asserted before,
But the second Act (1st Erizasern, chapter 2)
" brought back the Prayer Book again. The horrible
men, whose conduct we have heen reviewing, had con-
demned their Prayer Book as schismatical; had
abolished it by their Acts ; and had reinstated Catholic
riests in the churches. They now, in the Act of which
am speaking, ousted them again; re-enacted the
Common Prayer Book ; and inflicted penalties upon the
riests who should refuse to apostatize by becoming
testants and using this book in their churches. For
the first offence, such priest was to forfeit a year’s
revenue of his benefice, and be imprisoned for six
months. For a second offence he was to lose all his
ecclesiastical preferments and possessions, and was,
besides, to be imprisoned during the remainder of his
life. If he were a priest without a benefice, he was to
be imprisoned, for the first offence, during a whole
year; for the second offence imprisoned §uring his
whole life. For speaking in derogation of the Prayer
Book ; or to ridicule the new religion, by songs, plays,
Jests, of any sort, the offender was to forfeit a hundred
marks for ia first offence ; four hundred marks for the
second offence (equal to two thousand pounds of the
money of this day); and for the third offence, to forfeit
tothe Queen all his goods and chattels, and be imprisoned
for life. Every person was compelled on Sundays, and
holydays, to attend at the Church, to hear this common
prayer, under various pecuniary penalties, and in failure
of paying the penalties, to be imprisoned. Bishops,
Amhﬁeom, and other ordinaries, were to have power
for inflicting these punishments, This Act of confis-
mts:,.ofmm, of stripes, of death, was enforced with
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puq‘mse of compelling her people to submit to this

established Church. With regard to the cruelties of
this monster in woman's shape ; her butcherings ; her
rippings-up ; her tearing-out of the bowels of her
subjects ; her racks ; her torments, of every description,
in which she was always cordially supported by the
law-giving makers of the I’m}'er-lioo](, I must refer
the reader to my “ History of the Protestant Re-
Jormation ™ suffice it to say, that, in these forty-five
years which were employed in the establishing of this
Church, there were more cruelty, more bloodshed, more
suffering, than ever were witnessed in the world, in any
other country, in a like period of time.

~ The main thing, however, to be kept in view here,
is the fact, which all these Acts of Parliament so fully
confirm, that this Church was created by Acts of Par-
liament ; that it has no existence as a church ; that it
has no rite, no ceremony, no creed, no article of faith,
which has not sprung out of an Act of the Parliament;
and that there is nothing of prescription belonging to
it, from its first being named amongst men, until the

t hour,

~ It is not, by any means, when we are examining into
the origin, and the pretended wnalienable rights o this
Chureh ; it is not, by any means, unnecessary to look
well at the conduct and character of those Parliaments,
who passed the several Acts by which the Church was
made. It was manifestly not made by Christ and his
Apostles. It is certain it was made by Acts of Par-

liament ; but if those who com those Parliaments
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Protestants, and make the Church and its Prayer-book,
and ascribe the success of the undertaking to the aid
given them by the Holy Ghost; when we afterwards
seefthem abolishing this Prayer-book, declaring it to
have been schismatical, supplicating a Catholic Queen
to interfere with the Pope for pardon for having made
it; when we see them actually receiving absolution
from the Pope’s legate for having made this book, the
making of which they had ascribed to the aid of the
Holy Ghost; when we see them afterwards re-cant
and re-apostatize ; when we see them re-enact the
Common Prayer-book, re-enforce it upon the people ;
and, especially, when we see this remarkable circum-
stance ; that, when they had to suffer the Catholic
religion to take its course; when the object of their
enactments was to restore that religion, they kad no
penalties to inflict ; no compulsion to exercise; no fines
to impose, in order to drag the people to the Church ;
but that, when they had their Pprea;'er-book Church to
establish; then they had fines, forfeitures, imprisonment
for life, to inflict ; and everything short of immediace
death, in order to secure anything like compliance on

the of the people.
us was this Church established, not, as her de-
fenders pretend, by the reasonableness of the institution
itself; not by its own “inkerent beauty and simplicity,”
as the fat and impudent pluralist tells us ; not by the
pretended “reform of abuses” which its instifution
effected ; but solely by Acts of Parliament, of the most
severe and cruel character; and executed with the most
savage barb‘:ri s E‘hha ant.horshof tﬁlm acts were triple
apostates ; e most shameless apostates, the
most, hnre&azrd, the most unblushing, that the world
~ has ever seen. The origin of this Church, then, is not
- wbe found in mere Acts of Parliament, but in Acts
~ of Parliament causing sheer force, bodily coercion,

pain " be used ; this i
e i s o el i i
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our enquiry is to be, whether it be not now proper to
take from this Church the protection of the State,
These are the Acts of Parliament to be attended to
in a particular manner; first, 2nd and 3rd Edward the
Sixth, chapter 1; second, 1st of Evizasern, chapter
2 ; third, 13th of Evizasers, chapter 12, The first
relates to the making of the Common Prayer Book, by
Cranmer and his associates; and here we must stop a
moment tofenquire a little what this Cranmer was.
We know that he was Archbisho%of Canterbury at the
time when he made this Prayer-Book. The whole of
the history of this man; of all his horrid deeds, and
those of his associates, is to be found in my  History
of the Protestant Reformation ;” but as we are now
speaking of that famous Church of which he was the
under, and of that Prayer-Book, of which he was the
incipal author, I must give, respecting him, an extract
g:m tgat book ; for without knowing mho and wkat he
was, we shall not have all the merits of this Church fairly
beforeus. ““Black as many others are, they bleach the
¢ moment that CRANMER appears in his true colours.
“ But, alas ! where is the pen or tongue to give us
¢ those colours? Of the sixty-five years that Le lived,
“gnd of the thirty-five years of his manhood, twenty-
“nine years were spent in the commission of a series
tof gots, which, for wickedness in their nature, and
¢ for mischief in their consequences, are a'bsolutely
« without anything approaching to a parallel in the an-
¢ nals of human infamy. Being a_fellow of a college at
¢« (AMBRIDGE, and having, of course, made an engage-
“ment (as the fellows do to this day) not to %
« while he was a fellow, he married secretly, and still
“enjoyed his fellowship. While a married man he
“became a priest, and took the oath of ; and,
-« Germany, he married another wife, the
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“the law of celibacy, while he himself secretly kept

“his German frow in the palace at Canterbury, having,

“as we have seen in paragraph 104, imported her

“in & chest. He, as ecclesiastical judge, divorced
“Henry VIII. from three mives, the grounds of his
“decision in two of the cases being directly the con-
“trary of those which he himself had laid down when

“he declared the marriage to be valid; and, in the case

“of AxNE BoLeyy, he, as ecclesiastical Judge, pro-
“nounced that ANNE had never been the hing's wife ;
“while, as a member of the House of Peers, he voted

“for her death as having been an adultress, and
“thereby guilty of treason to her husband. As

“ Archbishop under HeNRY, (which office he entered
*“upon with a premeditated false oath on his lips), he

“sent men nné women to the stake becanse they were

“not Catholics, and he sent Catholics to the stake,
“because they would not acknowledge the king’s su-
“premacy, and thereby perjure themselves as he had

“so often dome. Become openly a Protestant, in
“EpwaARD’s reign, and openly professing those very

“ prineiples for LE: professing of which he had burnt
“others, he now burnt his_fellow- Protestants because
“their grounds for protesting were different from his.

“As executor of the will of his old “master, Hexry,
“which gave the crown (after Epwarp) to his
“daughters, Mary and EL1zanern, he conspired with

~ “others, to rob those two daughters of their right, and
1 ““to give the erown to Lady Jgum GRey, that queen
s Contaad, tormiiy oo oy
i “onfined, notwi i is many

“monstrous crimes ,merolytothaﬂ.‘lea at Lambe

“he, in requital of the queen’s lenity, ﬁ:md with
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“gmple than the former. He declared that the Pro-
 testant reli}.{-ion was _false ; that the Catholic religion
¢ was the only true one ; that he now believed in all
¢« the doctrines of the Catholic Church ; that he had
“heen a horrid blasphemer against the sacrament; that
“ he was unworthy of forgiveness ; that he prayed the
“ People, the Queen, and the Pope, to have pity on,
“and to pray for his wretched soul ; and that he had
“made and signed this declaration without fear, and
«without hope of favour; and for the discharge of his
¢¢ gonscience, and as a warning to others., It was a
“ question in the (ueen’s council, whether he should be
« pardoned, as other recanters had been; but it was
s« resolvedl that his crimes were so enormous that it

] ¢« would be unjust to let him escape ; to which might

% «have been added, that it could have done the Catholic

~ «(harch no honour to see reconciled to it a

¢ govered with robberies, perjuries, treasons and blood-

«glied. Brought, therefore, to the public reading of

¢ his recantation, on his way to the stake ; seeing the

“pile ready; now finding that he must die, and

“ carrying 1n his breast all his malignity undiminished,

«he recanted his recantation, thrust into the fire the

« hand that had signed it, and thus expired, protesting

“ against that very religion in which, only nine hours

' “hefore, he had called God to witness that he firmly

3 “believed !”

y Now, not one of these fa::hls c;n be denied; but, at
the very least, we know that he was an apostate, a
per)nm{ and  murderer : and we know that the Act,

Which enacted the Prayer Book, tells us that he was at 3
the head of those persons w « with the aid of the g

[oly Ghost,” composed that Book. ; .
second of these Acts Parliament is 1st 3

. adds 0 he severiy of i Thethirdis

.
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or any other Church-property, all persons who will not
swear to, and subseribe those articles.

These Acts of Parliament, having been read with due
care, you see clearly “homw there came to be an
Eistablished Church;” and you are able to answer at
once the question, whether this Church have any rights,
or can have any rights, other than those which it
derives from Acts of the Parliament. This is now a
matter of the greatest possible importance; for now,
at the distance of 287 years from the time of passing the
Act of Epwarp the Sixth, which first made the Church
and the Prayer Book, the Parliament (still sitting at
Westminster) has to discuss the question ; and is now
actually, indeed, engaged in the discussidn of the
question ; whether thus Church stands on rescription,
or on Acts of Parliament. 1 have laid before you the
Acts by which it was made ; by which it was created ¥
from which it entirely sprang, and had its being ; and
I defy any man to discover any circumstance whicli ean
give it a pretence for claiming any right not founded
on these Acts of Parliament.

What a Parliament can do, a Parliament can undo.
If there be property of any sort, that a Parliament can
take from one descriFtion of persons, and give it to
another description of persons, a Parliament can take
that same property again, and dispose of it in a similar,
or in any other manner. This, Parsons, is what you
are so much afraid of now ! I, for instance, would fake
away the whole of the property from you, and dis
of it in another manner; others would not go so far;
htynuhavocunningenoughmperceivethat.,ifm .
:.“. ing is th;tnoon:ndmtellwharewam-to_
- en itis that you and your partizans contend
- that you have a right of prescription, such as a man

R SR iy geivate;  that
'mgzm,md
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Those who hold this doctrine forget its inevitable
effect on the titles of all the holders of abbey-lands,
and all the lay-holders of tithes. There are, very {re-
quently, lay-holders of oblations too ; but, for clearness
and simplicity’s sake, I will confine myself, for the
present, to the lay-tithes. These tithes, which are now
deemed private property, were taken from the Church,
were taken from the parochial clergy, and granted to
the king ; and by him granted to private persons ; and
thus were totally alienated from the Church. Do you
say that this was an act of rapine ? Do you say that
the Parliament had no rightful power to do this? Do
. you say that this law was contrary to the rights of
seription, and the laws of God; and that, therefore,
according to the maxims of our law, it was no law at
all, but an act of rapine ; So said the people of Eng-
land at the time; and the people actually refused to
yield their tithes to laymen, pleading the law of God;
dentgmg that any Parliament had a right to pass a law
authorising laymen to receive tithes.

But those who had passed the laws which took the
tithes from the Church and the poor, and put them into
their own hands, soon found the means of compelling
the le to submit to it, whether it were rapine or
not. The Act 27th, Hexry the Kighth, chapter 20 ;
after stating that “dive(?;-y numbers hof evil di
“ personsinhabited in sundry counties, aving no respect
« to their duties to Almighty Glod,” &c., had “subtracted,
“or withheld parts or the whole of their tithes, under

ce of their tithes being demanded by lay-
“ persons,” proceeds to enact various punishments
, or withholding. Five years after-
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“subtracted and withdrew the lawful and accustomed
*tithes of corn, hay, pasturage, and other sorts of
“tithes and oblations due to the owners, proprietors,
“and possessors of parsonages, vicarages, and other
““ecclesiastical places ; being the more encouraged
‘¢ thereto, for that divers of the owners of the said par-
‘““sonages, vicarages, tithes, and oblations are lay-
“persons.” 'Then the Act goes on to give to these
lay-persons all the rights of the clergy as to suing in
the ecclesiastical courts, which they could not do with-
out an Act for the purpose.

After the minor plunder of the chantries, of the
guilds and fraternities and hospitals, it was necessary
to pass another Act (2nd and 3rd Epwarp the Sixth,
chapter 13), to enforce these Actsof HeNry the Eighth,
and to compel payment of tithes to laymen upon the
footing of the clergy, as to the manner of suing for the
same,

Here, then, are all these Acts of Parliament proving,
that in spite of the opposition of the le, that in

ite of their deep sense of the injustice, Smt in the

of all the former laws of the country, the Parliament
had the rightful power to take away both the predial
and personal tithes ; and to give them to laymen, and
to vest them, as an estate, in laymen.

Now, then, if this were not an act of rapine, if it
were a thing that a Parliament could rightfully do,
what pretence have you for saying, that this present
Parliament cannot rightfully deal with the remainder

|
|

ofﬁoﬁthes,inanymnnnarthattheyn:?thinkpmper?
And if it were an act of rapine, then all the laws re-
lative to abbey-lands, all the laws relative to the tithes,
all the laws relative to the Church Establishment, are to
be considered as no laws atall. If you plead that the

Lo gl Ll A

Parliament ﬁhtwmnuy,or alienate, that

has no
which is called Church- , you must insist that no
% h' ! o w T .
smomirilannes
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of those Acts of Parliament, to which, and to which
alone, you owe your own right of possession to tithes,
to oblations, to any part, or particle of that which you
possess. So that it comes to this at last, that either ull
was rapine, all was directly contrary to the laws of
God ; and therefore null ; or all your possessions and
rivileges have their foundation in Acts of Parliament,
in Acts of Parliament alone, and may therefore be all
taken away by the rightful power of the Parliament.
There are some persons who contend that the Parlia-
ment has the rightful power to make regulations with
regard to the property of the Church ; to make a new
distribution of it amongst the bishops, deans, parsons,
and so forth; but that, though there may be too
much property found lodged in certain hands, and
though the rightful power of the Parliament to make
a more desirable distribution is undoubted, still that
power does not extend so far as to the taking of it away
Jfrom the Church altogether; and that, if it be taken
from parsons, bishops, and so forth, it must be applied
to some purposes or other tending to the upholdi::ﬁ
and to the efficiency of the Established Church;
the purposes of education are generally named, which
is al?out as curious a whim as ever entered into the
head of mortal man. Why, what is the Established
Church for 7 For what does its clergy swallow up from
five to eight millions a year ? If for any thing of pub-
lic benefit, it must be for the purpose of instructing
the people in religion ; that is to say, for educating the
people in the principles of true religion. Why, fha,
take the money away from the parsons and give it to
somebody else, that they ma teach the e?
Besides, if the tithes be taken
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from the elergy, or would it not? This is the enly
question to be entertained on the subject by .rational
men. I am of opinion that it would be good to do it;
and'before I have done, I shall clearly and frankly state
all my reasons for being of that opinion.

The first question, “How CAME THERE TO BE AN
EstapLisaep Crurca?’ T have now answered’; I
have stated, and clearly shown, the motives for the
making of this Church ; I have shewn the manner in
which it was made ; I have given a true picture of the
character and conduct of the makers of it; I have
exhibited to the view of the reader the severities, the
cruelties, the ferocious, the more than savage punish-
ments by which its introduction was enforced ; X have,

| above all things, shown that it originated in Acts of
' Parliament ; that it rests solely on Acts of Parliament
for every fragment of possession that it has ; and that
4t, and all that belongs to it, may now be disposed of
by the rightful power of the Parliament, in any man-
ner, and for any purpose, that the Parliament may deem
to be proper; and now I shall, in the next letter, pro-
ceed to show “How THERE CAME TO BE PEOPLE
CALLED DissENTERS.”

—

LETTER IL

HOW CAME THERE TO BE PEOPLE CALLED
DISSENTERS

'_ all the qualities for which the Church, as
by law established, is distinguished from every ot}
- body of men in the world, the quality of cool impudence
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and that all which those who differ from it ean pretend
%o, is a somewhat mitigated degree of error. One would
have thought that men who, from being Roman Catho-
lics, had become of Tom Craxmer’s religion, and
. enacted his Prayer Book ; who had afterwards enacted
that his Prayer Book was schismatical, and had gone
upon their knees to receive absolution from the ggpe
for having made it; and had recorded, in an Aet of
Parliament, this absolution that they had recently re-
geived from the Pope; and had enacted all the circum-
stances and acts connected with the making of this
Prayer Book to have been unlawful and impious ; and
who had, after that, re-enacted this same Prayer Book :
onewpuld have thought that, at any rate, after all this,
would not hav:iud the audacity to set up a title to
infallibility ; and to claim a right to compel all other men
to adopt a belief in any thing, be it what it might,
which they chose to adopt as their creed ; to call those
who w not conform to this their will by the disre-
name of Dissenters; that is to say, fallers

amay the true faith, and not entitled to the or-
dinary benefit of the law ; and when it suited the
of the Church-makers, as liable to some sort

of punishment. Yet this is what these Church-makers
id ; and on these principles they have acted even unto
wt day; though now causes which we
by and by have to state) they begin to discover
some misgivings ; and to profess to be willing to yield
up a n of their enormous pretensions.
the Roman Catholic
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ticular nen: faith, or any new worship 7 What rightful
power could there be to make a whole nation conform
to sny rule of faith or of worship prescribed by any
person or set of persons ? and especially, what rightful
ower could there be in those who had abrogated the
?’m}'er Book after they had made it, and had called it
schismatical ; what rightful power could they ever
have had to bend the necks of the whole nation, and to
compel them to adopt a religion, to adopt creeds, and a
form of worship which they themselves had begged
pardon of Almighty Gop for having invented ?

This question is monstrous ; and so monstrous is the
proposition that it embraces, that it is to be answered
only b indignant feelings ; mo words can furnish a
snitable answer. The ancient religion of the country
having been overturned and put down by law, by law
indeed, aided by the bayonet, every man was left, of
course, to choose a religion for himself. Every man
had the Bible in his hand ; he had a conscience in his
breast; and it was for him to consider and determine
what that Bible taught him to believe, and the sort of
worship it taught him to practise. ~JEesvs CaRrisT was
no longer upon carth; the apostles were gone ; that
which the nation had so long believed had been founded
by them and their successors in authority, that was
now gone too; the distribution of the Church-property ;
its application to charitable purposes, this was gone.
And in such a state of things justice demanded that
the people should be left to themselves to choose their
mod‘;e:?wurshipping Gop; and that the national pro-

called Church—propﬂ should be applied to the
uses of the nation in general, and not grasped for the
sole use of any particular set of men.
“That this was the general way of thinking of the
people, at the time, there can be 1o doubt; for Crax-
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given to those who had protested against the Catholic
Church ; and besides, that was a name designed to be
held in honour. There were Baptists; there were
Calvinists; there were great numbers of persons of
different opinions, as there naturally would be in such
a state of things. The Prayer Book Church-makers
having the property in their hands, and resolved to
keep it, proscribed all these conscientious sets of per-
sons under the general names of Non-conformists, Sec-
tarians, or Dissenters; and they soon found the means
of keeping them in a state of the most abject subjee-
tion ; though they had not a shadow of rightful power
for so doing.

The Dissenters, as we must now call those Pro-
testants who refused to subscribe the creads and articles
of the Church, objected to those creeds and to the
Church worship, some for one reason and some for
another ; but it is a curious fact that they all agreed
most cordially in one objection ; namely, to the uniti
of the spiritual supremacy of the Church with t
temporal supremacy of the state ; they all insisted, and
most perseveringly, on this, which they called an
“ unscriptural union " such they call it unto this day; -«
and hence their united demand for a separation of the
~ Church from the state; and it is truly curious, that

though they were Roman Catholics, the two most

learned and most virtuous men of that age, or of almost

any age, Sir 'momas Moore, and Bishop Fisuer,

died upon the scaffold, rather than acknowledge the
~ lawfulness of the union of Church and State. -

- Indeed, if one looks at the thing in a religious poi
-of view, it is perfectly monstrons. In mﬂ -8
- that a mere lay-person, not having studied divinity;
- mot having character of teacher about

any
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~ amoman may be the head of the Church, as women
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and we having the example of the Apostles before us,
as to the government of the Church, and as to the
selecting and appointing of bishops and other spiritual
ides : this alone, upon the mere face of it, might
ave been an excuse for conscientious men objecting to
this establishment. Then, as to the mode of selec-
ting and appointing bishops, and the practice called
the Congé d'élire. Mr. Baron Maseres, who was so
many years Cursitor Baron of the Exchequer; who
was descended from a Huguenot; who was a very
staunch Protestant; who was also a staunch Church-
man for a great many years of his very long life, and
who certainly was as good a man as ever breathed ;
wrote and published a little book, which he called the
« Moderate Reformer.” In this book he strongly re-
commended the discontinuance of the practice of the
Congé dolire, that being a thing which he deemed
most injurious to the character of the Church.

The Congé d'?lire is a leave to elect ; that is to say, &
leave given by the King as Head of the Church, to the
dean and chapter of a diocese, to elect a bishop. When
they receive this leave from the King they meet; and
after the religious ceremony and invocations suitable
to the occasion, the dean, I suppose it is, pulls out of
his pocket the name of the mon whom the Kin

them leave to elect ! Now, is there any man of
sense and reason in the world who will say that it was
just to compel all the people of ENGrAND to conform
to the bahag , that this was agreeable to the will of the

.wthor of the Christian religion ?

But the keadship of the Church does not in this
exhibit any thing like all its objectionable parts :
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ossibility of this %eadship being possessed by persons
ereft of their senses !

Here, then, in this one thing, will any man say,
that there was not enough to make conscientious men
hesitate before they consented to belong to this Church ?
Will any one say, that it was right to stigmatize, and
to exclude from the ordinary benefits of the law, men
who could not bring themselves to bend to this? will
any one say that it was just to inflict penalties on men
because they, with the Gospels and the Epistles in their
hands, refused to conform to an establishment like
this? However, stigmatized and punished they were.
Cranmer burnt several of them for protesting against
his Church ; and as to EL1zABETH, Eer forty-five years
reign were forty-five years of the most ferocious punish-
ments inflicted on this conscientious part of her subjeets.
1 the reader, if he wish to possess a thorough
know of the treatment of the persons
Dissenters; of the treatment which the forefathers of
the t Dissenters received at the hands of the
Mmd Church and its head, to read, if his boiling
blood will permit him to read, the Act 35th ELizaBeTH,
chapter I, entitled “ An Aet to refain the Queen's
% Majesty’s Subjects in their due Obedience,” which
Act begins thus: “ For the preventing and avoiding of
““ such great inconveniences and perils as might happen
“ and grow oy the wicked and dangerous practices of
“ seditious Sectaries and disloyal persons, be it
“&ec.” Thereader will observe that this had nothing at
all to do with the Roman Catholics, for the
and ing, and rippin uglof whom the Church-
makers had other Acts of Parliament. This Act was
ure Dissenters ; or as the Act
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At this time the Dissenters were very numerous, as
they naturally would be. There were already laws to
exclude ghem from all emoluments of office ;: from the
benefits of the Universities ; and to compel them to pay
tithes, Church-rates, and oblations, and dues, to the
clergy of the Church: there were already laws to
imprison them for life, and to cause thousands upon
thousands to die in prison under their persecution ;
however, they still increased ; and this Act was intended
totally to put them down, or to expel them from the
country of their birth, or to kill them. = But there was
a difficulty in discovering w/ho were and who were not
Dissenters, Divers schemes were resorted to for this
purpose ; but at last the Church-makers fell upon the
scheme contained in this Act, which was simply this :
to compel all the people to go to the churches regularly,
and there to join in the performance of Divine service,
and in the use of the Common Prayer. All persons,
of whatever rank or degree, above the age of sixteen
years, who refused to go to some church or chapel, or
place of common prayer ; or who persuaded any other
person not to go, or who should be at any conventicle,
or meeting, under colour or pretence of any exercise of
any religion other than that ordered by the state ; then
every such person was to be committed to prison, there
to remain until he should be ordered to come to some
church or usual place of common prayer, and there
make an open submission and declaration of his con-
formity, in these following words: “I, A B, do
“ﬁmt{iy confessand acknowledge that T have grievo:%lﬁ

s la
f from

“offended God in contemning her Majesty”
o t and authority, by absenting m
fg and in using unlawful conventicles and

urch
“assemblies, under pretence and colour of exercise of
“religion ; and I am heartily sorry for the same;
“and I do acknowled Mgean‘dmht in my conscience
, OF O1 to 2] )
P e e
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¢ will from time to time repair to the Church and hear
¢ divine service, and do my utmost endeavour to defend
“and maintain the same.”

Now, what was the punishment, in case of dis-
obedience here ? The offender was to “abjure the
realm ;” that is to say, was to banish himself for
life ; and, if he failed to do this; if he did not get
out of the kingdom in the course of such time as
should be appointed by the authority of the queen ;
or,if he returned into the kingdom, without her leave,
such person so offending “was to be adjudged a
“felon, and was to suffer, as in cases of felony, with-
“out benefit of clergy;” that is to say, suffer the
sentence due to arson or murder; to be hanged by
the neck till he was dead !

Gentle Church! Mild Church ! Sweet Christian
Church ; most “amiable establishment!” This was
the way that you went to work to convert the people
to your doctrines, and to induce them to attend your
worship.  “This was a great while ago.” Yes, it
was a great while ago; but it is very necessary for
us of ﬁ:is day to know what it was ; and that this
Act continued in force, until the first year of Wie-
L1AM AND MARY, when it was only a little mitigated ;
the Church always sticking firmly to this law. This
was a law which said to all the people; « Cpme and
“hear our Prayer Book read, the amiable history of
“which you know so well; colling in Qer:gn, and dezm -
 vour belief in our creeds, and join in the repea
» {:r Prayer Book ; which was made by Act ognﬁﬂ-
“liament, abrogated as schismatical by another Act of
¢ Parlinment, and then made by Act of Parlinment

“ gorqin : come and openl fess your sincere belief
e b bunished for lif6; or, be hanged by
“ the neck till you be dead !"
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us, has always been “the most tolerant Church that
“ever was heard of in the world.” One cannot help
laughing ; one’s horror is so great that it ends at last
in ridicule at the monstrousness of this thing, con-
tinuing in full force, too, through the rest of the reign
of this horrible woman ; through that of James the
First; CHARLES the First ; Cuarres the Second ; and
never attempted to be mitigated until Jayes the Second
made the attempt, and which attempt was the real
cause of the loss of the throne to him and his family
for ever.

Parsons, you always talk of this Church, as if it had
been established by the common consent of the people ;
as if it had arisen out of their will ; and had been their
work, and not the work of the aristocracy; and you
always represent the Dissenters as unreasonable and
perverse n withdrawing from it, or not joining it :
you always speak of the makers of this Church as
zealous and pious men, acting in conformity to the will
of the people. You forget to tell us, that, even in its
very dawn; that at the very introduction of the Common
Prayer Book into the Clhurches, even at the very first
stripping of the altars, and the priests of their vest-
ments ; you forget to tell us, that the people con:gﬂn.inad
and remonstrated all over the kingdom; that they de-
manded the return of their ancient religion ; that they
complained that they had been reduced to the state of
Eek-horses, while the nobility and gentry were wal-

wing in newly acquired wealth. Those who have.
read my History of the Protestant Reformation, know
all this to be true ; they know that the people rose in.
insurrection in several parts of Excoraxp ; and that
m brought into the bosom of the Prayer-Book

h in the rai'fnofEnwm,b pious exhortations,
no doubt, but wi theaidofgmfvwcﬂ-t Gler-
man bayonets ;glgouwillminl’mtumtm_

ou never tell us of the famous ecclesiatical Com~
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mision, established in the reign of ErizaBers, in
virtue of the very first Act of her reign, clauses, 17,
18, and 19. In virtue of the authority given her by this
Act, 1 ExizaeTn, chapter 1, she appointed a Com-
mission, consisting of certain bishops and others, whose
power extended over the whole kingdom, and over all
ranks and degrees of people. They were empowered
to have an absolute control over the opinions of all
men, and, merely at their onn discretion, to inflict any
unishment, short of death, on any person whatsoever.
they chose, they might proceetf egally, in the ob=-
taining of evidence against parties; but, if they chose,
they might employ imprisonment, the rack, or torture
of any sort for this purpose. If their suspicions alighted
n any man, no matter respecting what, and they
had no evidence, nor even an hearsay against him,
they might administer an oat’ called exgfficio, to him,
‘which he was bound, if called upon, to reveal his
thoughts, and to accuse himself, his friend, his brother,
his father, upon pain of death! 'These monsters in-
flicted what fines they pleased ; they imprisoned men
for any length of time that they pleased; they put forth
whatever new articles of faith they pleased ; and, in
short, they had an absolute control over the bodies
the minds of the whole of the people ; and, observe,
this act remained in force until the 16th yearof CHARLES
the First, when it was repealed by chapter 11 of that

year.
Parsons, perhaps you will tell us, that yewr Church

hod mothing to dy with this ; that this was the work
of the queen. She was the head of your Church, at -.
any rate ; but, observe the Commission was composed 1

i 3
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ishop, or any one belonging to the Church, protesting
instathe use of theso horrible means of sustaining it.
In like manner you wash your hands of all the savage
butcheries of this reign, during which more Hnglinﬁ-
men were slaughtered in one year for offences, made
guch by Act of Parliament, for the sole purpose of up-
holding this Church, than were put to death for all
l offences whatsoever, during the whole of the reign of
' the * Hloody Queen Many ;" more slaughtered in one
onr, for offonces made by Acts of Parliament to sup-
this Chureh, than were slaughtered, even in the
massacre of St. Bartholomow, if we include the deaths
in prison, and the deaths occasioned by banishment.
The historian, STrype (he was a Pmmtan&), tolls ns,
that the queen executed more than five hun rod erimi-
nals in one year, and was so little eatisfied with that
number that she threatened to send private persons to
'.Ih?' }m;fnm},jli‘w "t;]rquﬂt and gﬁi&s sake”
t is im o to look at the origin and the
of this Church without believing tI‘Fsit it elum
eruclties to be infleted ; o greater mass of human suf-
ﬁa to he endured than ever was occasioned by any

gcinlly, when we never heard of such a thing as any
n

establishment in the world. There have been
wars, there have been crusades, but these

on, against another; that is quite
¢ it is arm t army, it is not the
of{l.s:.i:dlm that

sntisfied
farnishes no instance of
inflicted in

2
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indignation against it ; monstrous impudence, to pre-
umurfnt.lmt it is granting a favour to Dissenters, to
suffor them to be placed upon a lovel with those who
belong to, or pretend to helong to, this Church! Mon-
strous impudence, to lpruh-ml that they have not s
great n right to all the ecclesinstionl possessions, of
every sort, as you, the parsons, have ! For my part I
hear them with contempt when they come crawling for
what they enll a *“ redress q{'flmr grievances.” \51,,,
the domination of the Church is a grievance alto-
gother. We are all Ericved nlike by its existence. [t
ought never to have been such as it has been, But of
these matters | shall spenk more fully in my next letter ;
having here answered the question, “ How there came
to be people called Dissenters ” having given an ne-
count of their rise, their progress, and of the horrible
attempts made to extirpate them, by this Church, as |
by law established ; for again and again I protest |
the iden, that these horrible laws and ferocious
cruelties were committed against the will, or without
the concurrence of the Church, The atrocious aect of
Evizavern (30th of her reign, ehlpmy could not
have been passed without the concurrence of the
nnd the clergy ; they were to be the executors of
law, or to seo the law executed ; they were to receive
the submission and declaration of eonfomly; the
minister of the parish was to make a of the
, und he was to make a report of it to the

bishop ; #o that here it was a church
B ot we s R0t 40 Bo shailiad o with e
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perceive that at last they must give way. Still their

izans cling to their pratended rights ; and therefore

1t is necessary that we now look well into those rights ;

and ittﬂl be prudent in the Dissenters not to express

their content with any chamge short of a complete

. B tting an end to the abuse, from the top to the bottom.
g?e shall see enough of the present state of this Church

in a subsequent letter ; we shall see in what degree it
can possibly be a religious instructor ; above all things
we shall see who it 1s that now pocket its revenues ;
we shall see how those revenues are employed for the
“ eure of souls ;" and when we have seen these clearly,
I trust there will be found spirit and sense enough left
in this nation to insist upon complete redress of this
mighty grievance; for if this redress be not had, to
have reformed the Parliament will have been a gross
deception;; a mere contrivance to amuse the people
with vain hopes never to be realized ; and in fact to
prevent o; regl;e:sshl e t};:of t.h:‘ls, as well aﬁ;J of ev;_ other
. wrong, of which the industrious millions of this o
. plmsati and impoverished people so loudly and so jnsffy

LETTER IIL

WHAT 1S THE FOUNDATION OF THE DOMINATION
OF THE CHURCH OVER THE DISSENTERS !

I know you will say, “the Zaw gives us this
domination.” I know it does; and, for that very
:w*-n' thnﬂi;' llwod;lwantth:nsa’wi
aled that gives this domination to you; wi
: sct in view, I ask, “what is undati

f .

_ wm,
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conquest ;  hereditary property ; purchase ; paternal
authority. Neither of tiwse foundations has your
audacious domination fo rest on. Your pretence of
being the p.t-csr*r-i(m're sucggssors of the Roman Catholic
Clergy would subject yowto their duties and laws, as
well as give you their possessions. These would com-
| you to keep the poor; to feed the stranger; to
ﬁrhour the houseless; to abstain from marriage and
all carnal intercourse ; and would shut out all bastards
from being ministers of Christ ! Blackstone (Book 1,
. 16) “A Bastarp was incapable of Holy Orders:
d though that were disyensed with, yet he was
:[t‘terl disqualified for holding any piaNiTy in the
Churc{l: but, this doctrine seems now obsolete.” That
is to say, it is out of fashion! Oh! it seems,” does
it. Faith, it a little more than seems; and this, I
trust, we shall ascertain, by having the names of the
ies before us, before we have done with the bastardy
clauses of the Poor-law Bill. Tt a little more than
“ seems ;° though there is no law for this departure
from the ancient law, which, you will observe, was.

and still is, the law of the land, independent of

Acts of Parliament.

Bat, as to this right of domination. Suppose it had
been just to suppress the Roman Catholic Church;
, also, that it had been just to take away a large

part of its roﬂerty and give it to the aristocrug-

nm ntpit ad been juz;g;l to oust and extirpate o

Catholic priests; suppose that it had been just to do
%upon the ground of the C&thq‘lilc
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stripped of all its possessions, every man was free to
choose a mode of worship for himself; and to pay his
own priest, if he chose to have a priest. There was
no rightful power anywhere to have control over the
consciences of men : and it was tyranny ; the most
hateful tyranny, to attempt to exercise such control.
Still, however, if a decided majority of the people
had been for the establishment of this new Church ;
then, as questions in such cases must be decided by the
majority of voices, the present Church might plead
something like a legitimate origin; and,indeed, her par-
tizans contend that ske had this decided majority of
the people with her. WHITTAKER, in his book expos-
ing the murderous character of Elizabeth, observes,
/hat she had had given to her, very unjustly, the cha-
racter of maker of the Protestant Established Chureh;
« that Church,” says he,  arose out of the piety, the
“ good sense, and the common consent of the people of
LU %ngland.” WairTaker, who took u tﬁfy cause
of Mary Queen of Scots, was a most ous church-
man, nevertheless; and was as unjust towards the
Catholics and the Dissenters, as he was just in the case
of these two queens. There is no way of effectnally
closing up the mouth of these self-called historians, but
by going to the Statute Book ; and now let us hear
what the Statute Book says upon this subject. We
have seen in the preceding letters, that the Prayer
Book was enacted in the year 1048, In the year 1552
(5 and 6 EpwaArD the Sixth, chap. 1), there required
an Act of Parliament to compel le to go to the
churches to hear this Prayer Book. The preamble to
this Act sets forth, ““that great numbers of people in
“ divers parts of the realm do wilfully and
& abstain and refuse to come to their parish churches.”
Then the Act to order all and person
inhabiting within the realm to come to the es,
to assist at the prayer, and to hear the preaching ; it
next charges the bishops and others to endeavour to




HI.] LEGACY TO PARSONS. 53

their utmost to get the people to their churches, and #o
punish the refractory by all the censures and pomwers
of punishment which they possessed ; it concludes by
inflicting' penalties on all those who should attend or
assist at the performance of any other sort of worship,
whether Catholic or Protestant ; for the first offence,
six months’ imprisonment ; for the second offence, im-
prisonment for a year; for the third offence, impri-
sonment for life !

This severity brought Dissenters to the churches,
and into the church-yards. In those churches and
church-yards they disputed about religion. Some
disliked the new Church for one cause; some for
another ; and, therefore, an Act was passed in the same
| year (5 and 6 Epwarp the Sixth, chap. 4), intituled

¢ Against guarrelling and fighting in churches and
church-yards.” The preamble sets forth, “ Forasmuch
“ as of late, divers and many outrageous and barbarous
“ behaviours and acts have been used and committed
“by divers wungodly and irreligious persons, by
“ guarrelling, brawling, myu:ﬂ, and fighting, in
“ ghurches and church-yards.” Then on goes the Act,
delivering over to the spiritual authority all the
offenders. If one laid violent hands on another, or
smote another, sentence of excommunication, with all
its consequences, was to be passed upon the offender.
If any one smote another with a mﬁn, or drew a
weapon to smite him with, he was to kave one o:;h
ears cut ¢ff’; and now mark, parsons : if the offend
had no ears, then he was to be burnt in the cheek with
$heletsar ¥, sigullying frag-maker oc fighter; andaems
to be excommuni i This Act remains, in
mmhfcmnﬂ:hmhx; and under it hun-
of have been, within my recollection,
. hﬂmnﬂnﬁiﬂdh‘z : of this
. ek they e this basbarous law salely to the sstablish
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When Mary came to the throne after this boy-king,
these Acts were swept away. The Prayer Book Church
was gone, and there needed no more cutting-off of ears,
or burnings in the cheek. But can we proceed any
further without expressing our horror, that England
should have been reduced to such a state, that it was

to provide, in an Act of Parliament, for the

cy of offenders having no ears to be cut gff'!

What effect the new Church had had upon their con-

sciences and morals we may guess, when it had had

such an astonishing effect upon their ears! In short,

it was a continual fight ; not with the Catholics, but

amongst Protestants of different descriptions, from

the hour that the Prayer Book Act was passed, until

MARY came to the throne and swept away all these Acts,

_ and restored the Catholic religion. Then, if all was

b not harmony ; and all could not be barmony after what

 had passed; still, however, there required no Acts of

= Parliament to compel the people to go to church;

there required neither death, nor imprisonment, nor

banishment, nor anything else, to effect this purpose.

She wished to make all her subjects Roman Catholics ;

~ she wished all her subjects to attend mass ; but she left

it to themselves, as far as related to their personal

~ attendance at worship ; she did not compel them to be
gui;#y of what they deemed blasphemy.

ill it be said that this contest amongst the Protes-
tants was but of short duration : that it wasin the heat
of disputation, natural enough upon such a change;
'M‘h‘pooplelnbaoamgwm of one mind ;
therefore, the brawlings and fightings are not

' ':mmwo mn?atigmb?;dchm
- w“mtmo{&dﬁ%
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mission recorded in a book by the parson of the parish :
this was one of the things that they had to choose
amongst. Not being able to bring their consciences to
bend to this, they were to abjure the realm, and banish
themselves for life. Not being able to bring themselves
to leave behind them for ever, wives, children, parents,
brethren, and all that they held dear in the world, there
remained to them, to be hanged by the neck till they
were dead ; and, observe, this Act applied purely and
expressly to Protestant Dissenters ; and that, by the
12th clause of the Act (35 ErizaBeTH, chapter 1),
Roman Catholics were excepted from the provisions of
the Act, there being other Acts for them of a still more
horrible description. :
And now the most material observation of all, with
_ to this point, remains to be made ; and that is
this, that this Act was Passad at the end of forty-one
_years of attempts to enforce this Protestant Established
lurch. Epwarp had had six years’ attempt at it,
“with all his horrible punishments; and now this she
tyrant, the most cruel that ever existed in the world,
had to pass this Act, at the end of thirty-five years of
her merciless doings; so that, after forty-one years of
pnpishm:;;s of all sorts ; aiiter thmgm had died in
prison; after privations, exclusions, fines, amercements,
and disqua].ig::aﬁons as to property, t:miea, mdprof:-’
sions; at the end of forty-one years of this horrid work, it
required banishment for life, or hanging on the :
to compel the Protestants of Engﬁ: to bring their

:

. bodies within the walls of the places where this worship

have

legation, that this Church arose

. of the Established Church was ! Whatohet
~ have then, ns ; wmmdgmuml m P
K ﬁm;mtm‘vnﬂm&mwbﬂr
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their Parliaments ? Let it be observed that this Act;
that this banishing-and-hanging Act continued in full
force, as o all the main parts of its provisions, until it
was altered by the Act 1st of WiLLiam and Mary,
session 1, chapter 18; and that it is very far from
being swept clean away even unto this hour.

The repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts took
place in 1828; these Acts were passed in the rei&n
of CrArLEs the Second; the Act 25 CrarLEs the
Second, chap 2, and the Act 13 Cuarres Second,
statute 2, chapter 1, excluded from all offices in corpo-

. rations, and from all offices of trust and emolument
under the Crown, all persons who should not receive
the Sacrament according to the rights and ceremonies
m FEstablished Church, within one year next

their election in such corporations, or their ap-
pointment to such offices. Now, will you have the

~ audacity to pretend that the Church was not the insti-
to the passing of these Acts of Parliament ?

one must see that it tended to keep all powers

and all emoluments of the whole country in the hands

of the aristocracy, of whom, indeed, the Church is, in
fact, the property. Was it from piety ; from motives

of pure religion; from a desire to save the souls of men,
that this compulsion to take the sacrament in this par-

k- xwa.rtmmgr was im th; and is it not manifest
£ it was imposed e purposes of exclusion ?
- The Corporation Act, as it is usl]:nlly called, is intituled,
:An Act for the‘well—gomis:ﬁe and regulating of
- the preamble states, that many

working, and that it was n

to
ns well
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“ An Act to prevent dangers that may happen from

Popish recusants;” but, before it has done, it includes

Dissenters; for it makesit necessary for any person hold-

ing any office, civil or military, or receiving any pay,

safnry, fee, or wages, or who shall be in any place of
_ command or of trust from, or under the king, or by
't authority derived from him, or shall be in the navy, or
in the islands of Jerseyand Guerxsey, and who shall
not receive the sacrament of the Lord’s supper, accord-
ing to the usage of the Charch of Exara~D, shull lose
his said post or employment ; and that, in future, no
man shall have any such post, unless he bring from
some bishop, priest, or other ecclesiastic, a certificate
that he has received the said sacrament in manner
aforesaid. These Acts remained in force, as I observed
before, until they were repealed upon the motion of
- Lord Joux RusseLy, in the year 1828 ; which Act was
~ cried up as a redressing of all the wrongs of the Dis-
~ senters; of which I will say more presently.

But, upon what ground were these Acts repealed?
Why, upon the ground that they were unjust; upon
the ground that they inflicted great #rongs ; upon the
ﬂ'onnd that they were passed against common right.

pon no other ground could the repeal have ta
place. There was no expediency now that had not
always existed. But what did this repeal do for the
Dissenters in general ? The persons who were candi-
dates for offices in corporations, and in employments
under the king ; the Dissenters of this description were
very few in number, compared with the millions of
Dissenters. Yet this repeal was represented to be all
issenters ever could ask for! The very re-

the Acts acknow them to have N
ful whacbul;-m Pbesu\cu,whichm ly

cem ents, com wi
R uniags it
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However, this repeal left all the great :_md suhsl_:m-
tial grievances remaining. Tt left the Dissenters just
where they were before with regard to these grievances ;
it left them to have their marriages solemnized by the
Established Church, or to be without the quality loi
]ggnli : it compelled them to have recourse to the

ur:{,’in orderpto_ secure legal proof of their births
and their deaths; it shut them out n{'the Universities; but
above all things, 1t left them that grievance of all griev-
ances; that Ag:grant and intolerant injustice, of ren-
dering tithes and oblations, of paying rates and dues,
to support a clergy and an_establishment, which, from
the beginning, their forefathers had conscientiously dis-
sented from ; and from which they still dissented, more
strongly than ever, if possible, with regard, as well to
its doctrines, as to its ritual and its discipline ; and the
whole of which they will now learn from the Statute-
Book were declared, by the very authors of them
(1 Mary, 2nd session, chapter 2) to be schismatical ;
and were, by them, swept away accordingly !

If the Test and Corporation Acts were wrongful ;
and they were so; and it was right and just to repeal
them ; why not repeal all the other grievances? By
w]:ttinw of God; by what possible interpretation of
ﬂ part of the Holy Scriptures ; by what plea of pre-

ption ; by what reason, or operation of common
sense, does this Church claim a right to bring Dissen-
ters before it to solemnize their marriages, accordin
to & written service which never had their sanction
An expedient has now been fallen upon to redress, as
._ o this g:ievanb;}. Mﬁa:magzu are to be con-
L seems, now, before the civil magistrate : but
still the Church keeps its hand upon thetn, ‘accordis

palt el il 8 L Ss -l % 8 Rl
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marriage is essentially @ religious act ; and few people,
I suppose, if this Act pass, will think it necessary to
go to the Church to be married ; for as to the declara-
tion, that the parties do not belong to the Church, what
is the meaning of those words ! What is belonging
to the Church ; or being a member of the Church?
Who does belong to the Church 7 All those who are
baptized in the Church ? It is notorious that nine-
tenths of the present Dissenters were so baptized. If
belonging to the Church means having communicated
_; in the Cﬂurch; having been confirmed by the bishops,
; and admitted to partake the communion, then I venture
- to say, that not one man in England out of one thousand
belongs to the Church. However, though thisis agiving
way, 1t is a little movement after the manner of
hunted beaver, and it seems to illustrate the nature of
all the rest of the grievances. If the law that com-
ed Dissenters to marry in the Church were just; if
1t were a law for the of the people ; why not per-
severe in it ! And, if it were an unjust law, in what
does it differ, I pray, from the laws inflicting the rest
of the grievances ?

What right, I should be glad to know, have the
people of a particular faith or worship to compel all the
rest (probably four times their number) to be buried
with a ceremony which they disliked while alive; or
else to be excluded from the church-yards, which are
the common property of all the people; what right
have they to prevent the bodies of Dissenters
brought into the church-yard with the performance
their own ceremony ? What right has this
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merable, honours and distinetions without end, besides
immense landed estates. And why are Dissenters to

g M

be excluded from any of these ? Is the ground of ex-
clusion that they do not embrace that Prayer Book,
which those who enacted it called by Act of Parliament
schismatical, and which they afterwards re-emacted
and forced upon the peo[ﬂe, on pain of banishment for
life, or hanging on the gallows ? Ts this the ground that
they set up for excluding other Protestants from sharin%
in &ese estates, which were taken from the Catholics |
The miserable dispute about the Dissenters not being
‘suffered to take degrees in the Universities without first
embracing the Common Prayer and the Act-of-
Parliament Articles of Religion : the miserable dispute
about this matter, the only alleged evil of which was,
to retard, by three years, the progress of a Dissenter
to the bar, or to the corporation of physicians and sur-
mwi:ich could not affect one Sissentqr out of one
SO thousand, and which affected ninety-nine out
£ of every hundred of Church Protestants who were
= going to the bar, or to medicine or surgery : this dis-
pute always appeared to me to be most contemptible ;
and to be tfmtly mischievous too ; because it seem
s to ma;;}y at, as far as related to the Universities, this
~ was all that the Dissenters had to complain of. This
- has, it seems, been smoothed over by the henchers and
the College of Physicians agreeing to admit the aspi-
rant Dissenters in the same manner as if they had
taken ; and this too, observe, to the manifest
\ nl: bat:: :ﬁndidatas for these professions
i ve no e to mon
of the Universities, et o
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full chare of the estates possessed by those bodies. The
foundations, the endowments, were taken from the
Catholics. Ifit be right that Profestants alone should

ssess them, they belong to all the Protestants ; and
what right can there be other than the right of the
strongest, to give the whole to one deseription of Pro-
testants and to exclude all the rest from any share?
They are excluded because they are Dissenters. Dis-
senters from what ? All Protestants are Dissenters
from the Roman Catholic Church ; and why are Dis-

another 7 Except, indeed, that those who are now
- called Dissenters have never attempted to fill their
~ churches by laws to inflict banishment, or death, on
those who refuse to attend.

The Universities, including the great schools, such
as that at WincnesTeER, WEesTMINSTER, EToON, and
some others, were founded, after the introduction of
~ the Christian religion, for the purpose of teaching those,

and the children of those, who had not the means of
obtaining teaching at their own expense, which is
elearlfy proved by the statutes of these Universities.
The fellows, or body of proprietors of the estates, were
obliged to swear that they ﬂad no income of their onn
above a certain small amount : and indeed the great
intention of all these establishments was, not to give
learning to the sons of the rich, but to the sons of the
r, who are now, except by the merest accident in

world, as completely excluded from them as are the
- hares and pheasants, which, whenever they come there,
mm;l;tobeeaten. These are now me great

masses of property, possessed and enjoyed exclusi
: : and their dependants; and in
whole of the property of the Church. To
ling, therefore, and petition for to
in the Universities, without subseribing

ion in which the do not believe;

;
‘:«t—‘ \;ﬁ

senters of one sort to be preferred before those of
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without a false oath, is a thing so despicable that no
man of sincerity will give it his co?ntfennncu :Ihesldes
which it clearly implies an approval of, or at least an
avhqﬁhclﬂts in{ﬂlsﬂ'mi‘ dom .i];}:fti{m. of the Church with
regard to all the immense masses of property belonging
to these Universities,
All these exclusions, however, great as the injurious-
ness of them is, unjust as they are towards the great
. body of the people, and degrading as they are in their
- - tmfency, are, all put together, a mere trifle, compared
- with the compulsion upon the Dissenters to give the
 Jruits of thewr estates and the fruits of their earnings,
the purpose of supporting the established clergy and
Church. Is there any thing that can be conceived
more hostile to natural justice, than for men to be com-
to take away from the means of supporting their
ilies a considerable part of the fruit of their labour,
and to give it to men for preaching a doctrine in which
E they do not believe, and for performing a service in
which their consciences forbid them to join ? If there
i be any thing more hostile to natural justice than this,
I should like to have it pointed out to me. To be sure
they are no longer compelled, on pain of banishment,
or gﬂth. tr:a churches and call God to
s Wwitness that they reverence that which they abhor;
e but they are compelled to give their money or their
i ? insuppo:-iu;lfith; and this indeed was all that the
oy t and the hanging were intended to insure.
If the church-makers o Epwann and Erizasern
could have obtained security for gemﬁ' money of the
: m.ﬁltﬂl‘l, as quietly as it is now got, they would never
have had an 1ehofPar1iamant to compel them to go
to church ; would have been as “ /i ” as our
Ppresen now are; the flocks might have roamed

aere the as they do now, the

two great EH"MGI of Dissenters th
ates and the Tithes, 'Hummnhmﬁ:

to into




I11.] LEGACY TO PARSONS. 63

uieting them as to the former; but what scliemes are
these 7 None of us ought to pay any chureh-rates.

The churches were kept in repair out of the clerieal
revenues of the parish. A tllil’l{ part of the tithes was
allotted to the support of the edifice of the church and
to the furnishing of the altar ; and if the present cler.
have the tithes Iﬁ)‘ right of' preseription, does not this
duty come down to them too, in the same way?
However, this pretended prescription is all nonsense.
We know that the parsons and the aristocracy have the
tithes ; we know that out of those tithes they ought to
keep up the churches; but we also know that they
raise the means of doing this by an annual tax on the
land and the houses of all persons, Dissenters as well
as others.

This is so manifestly unjust towards the Dissenters,
who build and maintain places of worship for them-
~ selves, at their omwn cost, that it is a grievance of

- which they loudly complain; and at last, schemes of

redress have been proposed. To excuse a man from

this annual tax, upon the grounds of kis being a Dis-
senter, would be to put an end to the tax at once ; for
there is no test, or law, by which a Dissenter is known ;
and every man would declare himself a Dissenter, the
moment he was asked for the tax. The scheme of
ALTHORP was, to abolish the tax entirely ; and

: ::Eny the church-rates out of the consolidated fund ;
some scheme of this sort still appears to be
entertained. A beautiful scheme this would be; a
most delightful redress of a grievance! The tax would
then fall upon the Dissenters far more heavily than it
does now ; for nine-tenths of the taxes, which make up
~ the consolidated fund, are paid by the industrious
- classes. The Dissenters compose a great part of those
industrious classes ; thehxn_owﬂgul' ipally upon
the owners aa occupiers of land, wﬂ won.lj thus,
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euous in the monstrous partiality in the stamp duties,
shift the burden from their own shonlders and throw it
n the shoulders of industry ; and the common day-
labouring man or the artizan, if frequenting the Church,
who is now shut out to sit in the aisles of that Church,
while the rich are seated in the pews, would have to
Church-rates in the enormous taxes which he pays

on all the necessaries of life. This monstrous scheme
was, therefore, rejected by the Dissenters, as well it
; and there ;: no Ft}ler mode of redress of this
vance, azc:gt that of compelling the onners of the
tithes to keep the Churches inpge ﬁ'; and this, by the
~Canon_Law, that is to say, the ﬂwa of the Church,
which laws they avail themselves of upon all occasions,
the tithes-owners are compelled to do unto this day.
But this law is become “obsolete,” 1 suppose, as all
the rest of the laws are, which impose duties on the
tithe-owners of this Church ; and “ obsolete” they will
remain, until the people shall chose a Parliament, such
as, I am afraid, we have very little hope of seeing at

it
But the fithes themselves are the great grievance
after all. We have seen how this urchg:md the
acy eame into possession of them; we have seen
that neither has any right of prescrintion to lead ; we
have seen the Acts of Parliament by wﬁich they
appropriated them ; and have seen that the Dissenters
mever acknowledged the justice or the right of appro-
Ppriation ; but were compelled to render tgmn

d is it, then, xtDmun at
called upon to render tithes ?

nd of Acts of Parliament, T know very well ;

re, it is a mere question of justice

‘we have to discuss. IF it be
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injustice is much greater, because the burden is much
eater, to make them pay tithes. It would be per-
f;ctly just in the Parliament to abolish tithes altogether;
and this will be done in some way or other, before it
be long; but with regard to Dissenters, it is so
manifestly unjust to compel them to render tithes, that
the thought is not to lﬂe entertained without some
degree of horror. Yet they are so compelled ; and to
y personal tithes, too, such as Easter-offerings.
Eany persons, having refused to pay oblations, obven-
tions, and gfferings, have been imprisoned for great
ths of time, and are so imprisoned unto this day.

It is only about two years since one parson, sitting as
& magistrate, imprisoned a man in Yorkshire for not
8 ing tithes on the amount of his labour ; that is to
~ say, paying tithes on his weekly and yearly wages, as a
o :zanra ! So that this is no empty sounc; it is a
~ reality ; it arises out of Acts of Parhament (Statute 2
~ and3 Epwarp the Sixth) by which this new Church
. !.llonmoua as this is with regard to the people in
how much more monstrous is it with regard

‘to Dissenters ! At last, however, this great and bare-
faced abuse of tithes is become a subject of complaint
~ 80 general, so loud, so menacing, that the owners of
- them see that it is impossible for them to hold them
~ under their present name and form. We shall by and
& in & future letter, into whose pockets they go;
see quite enough instances of half-a-dozen
inthohnndsofonoman;weabnﬂl;ymdby
 giving

are applicd for the
J:IIMFP but, in tﬁ mm‘:rh.!ie. the
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s0 detested by them. Therefore, a scheme is on foot to
make, by Act of Parliament, what is termed a “ com-
mutation of tithes.” A commutation means a changing
of on# thing for another; and this scheme is to
abolish the tithes, and to impose a money-payment 1n
their stead.

How this is to be done, in any manner whatever, it
is difficult to imagine; but one thing is certain,
l‘l:avfzf'v the Parliament have the rightful power to do
this, it has the rightful power to abolish the tithes,
without substituting any money-payment in their stead -
that much is certain ; and that is what will be done at
last, in spite of all the efforts of the aristocracy and the

to prevent it.

0 is to ascertain what the tithes of a farm will be
worth, for any number of years to come? What
rightful power can any Parliament have to make g
man $o use his farm as'to make the tithes of it always
of the present value? What rightful power can a
Parliament have to compel a man not to lay his
ground down into pasture 7 What richtfal ower to
compel him to pay the same sum in tithes, whether he

ve crop or no crop ? ' What rightful power to chan
a claim on the increase recoverable by one class of laws

mto a claim on the soil itself

years, if the Parliament have the
a rent-charge, instead of the yield;
the increase arising out of t
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him to the chances of having his land seized and sold
away from heirs as well as present possessors, by the
pareon or tithe-owner ! Bad enough to compel men
to yield a tenth of the increase ; but a great deal worse
to make them acknowledge a perpetual rent-charge to
the amount of a fourth or fifth part of the estate ; _?'et
this is what is meant by a ““commutation of tithes.

It will be curious, however, to see what is to become
of the personal tithes : what is to become of the obla-
tions, and obventions, and offerings ; what is to become
of the tithes payable on a man’s labour, or on the
existence of his body ! Are these to be commuted too ;
and is a man to contract for giving a parson so much
a year for being alive, and so much a year for the fruit

his labour ? In the case of tithes on mills, is the
mill still to pay the rent-charge, though burnt to the
ground, or swept away by the floods 7 How are you
to commute the tithes on market-tolls? How com-
mute the tithes of the cottage-gardens, and of the
2!50 in their little orchards, and of their geese, and

eggs of their hens? How commute the tithes of
a dairy-farm, when the farm may cease to be a dairy-
farm any day ? Here are all these absurdities to en-
counter ; new and hitherto unperceived disconterts to
contend against; innumerable acts of injustice un-
avoidable; whole estates actually made over to the
wners in cases of hop-gardens and orchards,
i the former. In sion, the confusion, the
inevitable ou us injustice, produced by this, is not
- to be described by the pen or tongue of man.
B And if it were possirl’e, which it is not, to make
~ Church people submit quietly to it, would the Dissen~
such fools as to give their consent to a measure
render this monstrous tax, and, to t'hlﬂ'
the

5
:. =

servitude, permanent as the

, the great proficiency i
mm"’"”"’&mﬁ""“m
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matters, and matters of trade; these have given them
the possession, the rightful and well-merited posses-
sion of a very considerable part of the property of this
wholé kingdom ; and at these possessions they have
come, in spite of two hundred years of Femecution;
two hundred years of the contrivances of this Esta-
blished Church; two hundred years of exclusions,
privations, degradations, and bodily punishments, as
well as ruinous pecuniary punishments. Struggling
along for two hundred years, against all the powers of
the state to depress them ; amidst the terrors of eccle-
siastical censures ; of bonds, of strife, of banishment,
of death ; amidst all these, they have struggled along
to their present possessions. If they do not merit
their ions, in this whole world there is nobody
Satiloos,

And if this “ Commutation of Tithes ” were to take
place, this al rent-charge, instead of a yielding
of n}ic)ﬁi:: of the increase, what would be the situation
of a Dissenter, whose industry had given him alanded
4 estate 7 He now, from his dislike of the Church doc-
i. trine, ritual, and discipline, contributes towards the

ﬁainte;arzlcie of h(is own Cburchb;md 1'1:lis 0\:111 minister.
e na y, and most reasonably and justly, grudges -
the {':alding of a tenth of the increas'la ofj hiﬂang;i“;
but he has the means of mitigating the burden, by
uﬁn%lt!xelsndinsuch a way as to make it as small
possible. Let this commutation come, and it fixes hﬁ
with a rent-charge for ever ; takes from him, and the
owners after him, a fifth part of t?urroporty in his
estate ; places him in the situation of a mortgager ;
ml,nmaoo-pmw in the possession of his estate ;
-~ and in some cases (and there are many of them), when
- & lord, or other great man, is the owner of
will be as ‘;f mortgagee to all the landowners

e way of yielding to donnright force ; a
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yet something must be done to remove this intolerable
grievance of tithes,  That something will be at last,
and it would be wise to let it be at first, a complete and
total abolition of tithes; a complete and total taking of
them away from the Established Church; and letting
that Church rest, as other Christian Churches do, upon
its own intrinsic merits, and upon the voluntary support
of the people who like it ; the good effects of whicl;lo I
shall have hereafter to describe ; concluding this present
letter with expressing a hope that I have clearly proved
that the domination of the Established Church over
the Dissenters has no other foundation than that which
was created by Acts of Parliament ; and that those Acts
ot Parliament were founded in injustice and enforced

by the most barbarous means.

E LETTER IV.

" DOES THE ESTABLISHMENT CONDUCE TO RELIGIOUS
- INSTRUCTION !

’

ﬁ‘ No: ﬂ:}ly thr;o: ifl“ ﬁgious Ii’rlmtr'm::;litm g m{ a
eachin e rinciples an ice of a
pious worshi 'pmpofGo}l’),sstheirﬁaker,tbdr
a Being to whom are to be
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for the people who live under it.” Nothing can be
more false than this ; nothing more at variance with
the precepts and practice of Christ and his Apostles.
They never called upon the State for its support, or for
its fid in any way : they taught that the priest was to
live by the altar; that is to say, by the voluntary
offerings of those who came to the altar ; they set up no
claim to any tax upon the land, or upon louses, or
upon people’s labour ; on all which a claim to a heavy
tax is set up, and enforced, by our Established
Church.

For many, many ages, Christians, in no part of the
world, knew anything of compulsory payments to any
priesthood ; and until 1215 the Church of RomE never
pretended that any tithes were demandable by common
right ; and it was a long time before there was any law,
in any Fa.\-t of this country, to force people to yield
tithes of any kind to anybody. And yet Christianity
€ itself all over Europe, and churches and cathe-

rose up without any compulsory payments; just

as Dissenting meeting-houses and Catholic chapels now
risé up, to hold the millions who flee from, or turn their
backs on, the Established Church. When the Roman
Catholic Churc}: had recourse to the aid of the State to
uce compulsory payments to it, it began to decline
Eoghe estimation ofmt.ha people. It grew rich, it
became luxurious, it became grand and splendid, and
the attachment of the people to it became feeble i.naﬁe
same proportion ; till at last an attempt to raise money
by & sale of indulgences, in order to apply that money
wthnbuildinii:f St. Peter's e, at RHome ; in
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instruction of the people. The principles and praetice of
Christ and His .»tpust\es contradict this assertion, which
is also contradicted by the practice of all Christendom
for twelve hundred years. But it is said that, though
every man have the Bible in his hands, there would be an
endless variety of faiths if every man were to be his own
interpreter, and if there werenoarbiter. An illustration
of the absurdity of this has heen sought in the case of
the common and statute law; and it has been sai
what would be the situation of property and of life, if
there were no judge to determine the meaning of the
law, and to compel the parties to submit to his in-
terpretation ? TEis is very naked sophistry ; because, if
there were no interpreter of the laws, no arbiter, b
whose decision men were to be bound, men would do
injustice and great injury to one another; every man
would interpret in his own favour and to the injury of
his_neighbour; but in the other case, it is a matter
between man and his Maker; no injury can arise to any
other person from my wrong interpretation of the
Scriptures, considered as the foundation of my belief,
and as the ground of my worship ; and there is no more
necessity, for the good of society, that I should believe
the meaning of the first chapter of St. Jor to establish
the doctrine of the Trinity, than that I should believe the
contrary. It may be very desirable that the people of
a conntry should be all of one faith, and all frequent the
same places of worship; but it never can be esirable
that the whole of a people should be heavily burdened
to support the priests of one particular sect, from
whose teach.ininme-tenths of that people dissent;

mmunmwmhodyﬁﬁwm."

.t.u,ﬂm%o;mtutdaﬂﬂwow
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to the Roman Catholic religion, was its oral confessions
and its absolutions, given by the priests. 'This is very
well known, Now then, what does this Church teach?
Why gboth these, in principle and in practice. In the
“ Visitation of the Sick” it is ordered by the Rubrick,
that the priest shall go to the sick person, who is to be
moved by the priest to make a special confession of his
sins, after which the priest is to absolve him after this
sort: “Our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath left power to
“his Church to absolve all sinners who truly repent
“ and believe in him, of his great mercy forgive thee;
“ and by his authority, commitied to me, 1 absolve thee
“ from all thy sins.” Here is “ oral confession,” here
is “absolution,” as complete as ever was heard of in
the Church of Rome. It is well known that the
Protestant Dissenters, from the very first, held this in
abhorrence; and it is equally notorious that, during a
hundred years, they were, by this Estublished Church,
or at its instigation, ex to banishment for life, or
to death upon the gallows, for not going to the church
and professing their belief, that &?mnfession and
ahsolution were a ble to thewillof Gop. Supposi

therefore, the Church to be efficient for its mt.endﬁ
, is this to be called “ religious instruction;” and
even one single churchman in the whole king-
dom who will declare, that he believes that any bishop or
parson has authority from Christ to absolve him of his

i

kins? Notonesinﬁl:mm, with the exception of the

parsons and their kindred, and perhaps their

will say that he belioves this. Here, then, is a

the religious instruction, which it is the alleged duty
for us, and for which that State

to
makes us sums so enormous, and for not paying
owards the s  lichas mom tn Bl

(1AY .
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that they proceed from the law, and do not arise from
the taste or caprice of any man.

One part of *“ religions instruction, ” and a great
of it, is the teaching of children ; and this is provided
for by the law; and pray observe, that it is provided
for by the law, which orders, that in every parish the
officiating minister shall, upon Sundays audp holidays,

after the reading of the second lesson, openly in the
church, instruct and examine the children of his parish
on some part at least of the Catechism ; and that the
fathers, mothers, masters, and dames, shall come with
their children, servants, and apprentices, to hear the

examination, and to receive the orders of the minister

with regard to the instruction of the children. Now I :
will pledge my life, that there is not one man out of

every fifty thonsand in ExoLaND and WALES now
alive, who ever heard that there was any such law as
this, This would be something like © religi

“ instruction ;7 but it does not exist: if it do, I

like to see the man that ever saw an instance of it. Tf
anywhere practised once or twice in the year, it is such
a rarity, so small an exception, as not to be worth
naming; though a thing so positively eghomadbyhﬂ
and by that law, too, which made this Chureh, and on
which this Church professes to stand. o

But the great test of all is the ceremony of the

Communion. It is this ceremony, it is taking of
saerament according to the rites and ceremonies of th
Church, which is the real test of belonging to, or
a member of, the Church. Now the law is ver
in this respect. It orders, * that every
“ ghall communicate, at the least, three times:
“of which Easteris to be one;” and I
the churchwarden of the of BorLe
a printed paper, which had to fill
& the vi_sihtas:. in which was this
. answer: ur reg :
: -Q‘!'Mgipyzheﬁw!” ‘When ]
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answer he gave to that question, he said, ““ None at
all;” and, indeed, I saw that he answered none of the
questions, but wrote at the bottom of the paper, “ All's
mell™ 1 lived in that parish fifteen years. The
benefice was worth about five or six hundred a year; I
never even heard of but two persons that went to the
Communion ; I have attended the church on Sundays,
many times, when there has been nobody in it but
myself and two or three children, the parson, the clerk,
and the parson’s wife, and two or three of his children ;
while the Methodist meeting-house was crammed three
times a day so full, as for many of the people to be
standing outside of the doors; and, thougﬁ this might
be an extreme instance, it is notoriously pretty nearly
the case all over ENoLAND and WaALES.

But, what do they do with the LAW ? The law
positively commands that every person shall com-
municate at the least three times a year, of which
Easter is to be one. Now,do I gotoo farwhen I say, that
not one man ont of one thousand ever communicated
in his life, unless he be more than threescore years of
:Ee? With regard to the young people; I mean

ose under thirty, or thereabouts, not only do they
never communicate; but my firm belief is that not one
out of one thousand, under thirty years of age, in
Ex6raxD and WaLEs, has any knowledge even of the
meaning of the word. Yet, if it be the duty of the

to provide religious instruction for the people ;

and if it have the rightful power to tax the people so
enormously for the support of its religious instructors ;
it have the rightful power to impose upon all the

& species of religious instruction according to its

I, and according to a law of its own emacting, it is
surely its duty to see that the instruction takes ace ;

the monstrous masses of money paid by the
plidfosrnothingi,tomtbuthohwis

at defian p«ﬂe ell
ious imto:clcion vi;'g'eell:.d.




IV.] LEGACY TO PARSONS, 75

it not the duty of the State to cause the payments for
that instruction to cease also ?

But, after all, the great fact is, that the Church is
not a religious instructor of the people. Not a
twentieth part of them go to the church. As long as
banishment or death compelled them to go; as ?on
as they were stigmatized as something bad and wicked,
if they did not go; so long their dislike of the Chutch
was a sort of secret, kept to themselves. Banishment
or death hung over their heads until the reign of
WiLLiam the Third. The Act of that reign (before
mentioned) emboldened them to open their mouths a
little, and to withdraw themselves from the Church;
subsequent Acts, and public opinion, made their tether
still longer and longer; till, at last, they make a merit
of dissenting, and laugh at that which drew from their
forefathers such copious streams of tears and of blood.

The treatment oF the poorer paft of the people has

atly tended to their alienation from the Church,

m the edifice of which they have been almost literall{
shut out. The poorer part of the people see the ric
seated in pews, while they are compelled to stand about
in the aisles, exposed to the draughts of air, and to
every possible inconvenience. The monstrous abuses
in London, and in other heat tml:m];n in thu: respect,
are beyond description. ose who have not money,
wherefvith to pm?chase a seat, are treated like dogs.
In the villages, indeed, it is not pushed to this extent;
but even there the precepts of the Apostles are pretty
completely set at defiance. Great merit 18 taknn':i
those who are teaching the poorer people to read,
who are subscribing for Bibles to put into their
hands, Probably very few of them, oommﬂ':lg;
- ever read the books thtlsusnbt;mbedhf::s‘:‘:; g

' ikely to tell others w H
do read are likely “ﬁrs‘:'g o Ay
istle AM o really seems
i o of these
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very days in which we live, and with the practice of
this Church as established by law.

“ My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus
“Christ, with respect of persons. For if there come
“unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly
“apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile
“raiment; and ye have respect to him that weareth
“the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in
“a lace ; and say to the poor, Stand thou there,
“or sit here under my footstool ; are ye not then
“partial in yourselves, and are become jndges of evil
s hts 7

One would almost imagine, that the Church-parsons
had read this with all possible cure; and had then
determined to act precisely in opposition to it; and
2 had then fixed upon a plan and adopted a series of

regulations, the best in tg)e world to give effect to such

ination. Men, however humble in life, have

some consciousness of their worth as human beings :
o reason ; natural reason, as well as the word of Gop,
e teach them, that all men are equal in the eves of Gop,
| atanyrate. The law tells them, that the church snd
e parson are appointed for the “cure of souls;”
e that is to say, the salvation of souls. All men know,
- and must know, that one soul is as precious as another ;
: and that the soul is not more precious for being in a
!Iodioovered with fine clothes. All men know this ; it
1S obvious to the understandings of all men. The
- business at Church is, the salvation of souls ; there-
fore this partiality, this honour paid to the rich, and
inflicted on the poor, is revolting to the

-' Ty nature of man. No man is of so base a spirit as
lm ion : the f 2
dng:hhm poorer part of the _




V] LEGACY TO PARSONS. 7
to be held in degradation. This Established Church is
the only church in the world, or that ever was in the
world, where the poor are, or were, treated in a
manner different from the rich.

If it be the duty of the State to provide “religious
instruction” for the people; and if it have a rightful
power to enact a certain form of worship, and to com-
pel the people to pay for the suppert of it ; if it have
the rightful power to compel the people to pay for a
Church service in any particular form of words, it is its
duty to cause the church to adhere to that form, in
all and every part, according to the law. The law
establishing this Church declares matrimony to be a °
“holy religious ceremony.” It declares, that this Aely
estate of matrimony “ was instituted of God, signifyin
“to us the mystical union, that is betwixt Christ mﬁ
“ his Church’; which hioly estate Christ adorned with his
L2 nce, and first miracle that he wrought, in Cana of
“Galilee.” Now, if this be all true, and if the Parlia-
ment have the rightful power to permit the people to be
married by the civil magistrate, what is there that the
Parliament has not the rightful power to do with re-
gard to this Church? Anﬁ, is it not evident, that this
matrimony-part of the Church Establishment is vir-
tually repealed, the moment you pass a law to authorize
marriage by the civil magistrate ? )

There is another part of the law, which made this
Church, and which appoints an order for the Burial
~ of the dead. Tt orders this service to be performed at
. burial of every person, except such as die wnbap-
~ tized, or excommunicate, or have laid violent hands
- upon themselves. But, we have now a law, which
: Eﬁﬂy repeals this part of the law of the Church.

new law, passed without any opposition from the
; and defended by Bromrikip, bi of
thorizes those who have the ,




78 COBBETT'S [Letter

of the said unfortunate.poor, to be taken away, and
to be cut to picces by surgeons ; and, of course, to be
placed beyond the possibility of Christian burial
m-rordﬁxg to the law on which this Church stands.
Now, either this service of the “burial of the dead” is
of some use in the way of “ religious instruction,” or
it is not. If it be not of any use, why ure we to sup-
pose that any other of the services, n]?minted by tfle
same law, are of any use ? Ifit be of no use, what
are we to think of the charges for consecrating burying-
grounds ; what are we to think of the dues exacted b
the clergy for performing the burial-service ; _whicﬁ
dues, observe, are of immense amount in the course of
& year. If it be of some use; if it do form a of
*“ religious instruction ;” if it do conduce to religious
feelings, by the great attention it bestows upon the
bodies of the dead ; what are we to think of that Church
whose bishops assented, in n, and whose

all tacitly assented, to the J iving of the most un-
fortunate of the poor of :h?:‘ last trifling mark of
attention towards their remains ?

And after all this, are we to wonder that the people
turn their backs on the established Church ? Are we
to wonder that it is become useless with regard to

Y them ?  Are we to wonder at anything relating to the
.- matter, except at the impudence of those who pretend

- to this establishment as something conducing
: to religious instruction ?
- I noticed in the beginning of this letter, that the
> Roman Catholic Church ceased to be beloved by the
people in the exact ion that it obtained protec-
- tion from the State; but there wanted a modern instance
] for the illustration of this principle ; and that instance
: :; have most on:in;,vlel‘l:t;1 inbues United of
ERICA ; & try, the pronouncing of the
Imofwitichfrighm unjust devourer of tithes
snd of taxes half to death. muﬂantﬁmm
of that

LS niie

mdumw.mm&’m ?f’m religion
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more than of another. In that country religious sects
religion itself, are wholly unknown to the laws. A;
connected with religion, the laws of the country know
ulnthm,r_,r of any man, and of course there is no compul-
sion on any man to pay one farthing to any body for
religious instruction.  Yet it is agreed on all hands, it
will be denied by nobody, that the people of the United
States are better instructed in religion than any other
people in the world; and it is curious too, that Tox
CrANMER's Prayer-Book religion is in that country in
a very flourishing state (with some parts of the Prayer
Book expunged), and that the bishops and parsons of
that church are as much respected and beloved as other
religious teachers generally are ; and this too, precisely
because the religion is not established by law.
One reason for supporting this establishment is,
that if it were destroyed the people would be split up ‘
into sects. What ! more than they are now ? Why |
should they be split up more than they are now ?
Having got out of danger of banishment and the
halter, they now follow their own fancy in this -
each man acts according to the dictates o his
conscience ; and what could he do more if the Church
were broken up. o ;
Ohno! This thing is not wanted for religious '
instruction ;" it is not wanted for the teaching of the ;
people, or the saving of their souls, but for quite other i
purposes, of which other purposes we shall see ]
in the next letter, when we come to look at the 3
present actual state of this establishment. the bare :
sight of which ought to make its defenders drop down
dead with shame. We shall then see a little more as
wmmgﬂbﬂmw;rpleofmmﬂ 8
this Chureh, and of the conduct of its clergy ; butwe
have here seen quite enough to mﬁmuyw i
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LETTER V.
’
WHAT IS THE PRESENT STATE OF THE CHURCH
ESTABLISHMENT 7 AND 15 IT POSSIBLE
TO REFORM IT !

Parsons,

The answer to the first of these questions will go
pretty nearly to answer the second ; because, though
no human being can describe the present state of this
Church in its true colours ; though the Charch in its
present state is so contrary to natural justice, so out-
rageously insulting to the reason and common sense
of the nation, that neither pen nor tongue can furnish
an adequate description of it; still that which I shall
be able to state will be enough to show to every man
of sense and reflection, that this establishment admits
of no reform; and that, as it arose out of Acts of
Parliament, so it ought to be put an end to by Acts of
Parliament. ;

I shall consider the state of the Church under two
: its revenues ; and the performance of its
duties : and I must beseech the reader’s attention not
only to the facts that I have to state; but to the
which I produce of the truth of those facts, moving, as
1 shall, not one single step without bted proof of

]
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They are exacted to this day. I have paid Easter
offerings all my life-time; and the sum collected in

this way, in the great towns, is perfectly enormous.
Within my recollection, many men have been put into

! jail, and kept there for a long time, for refusing to
make these payments, they being Dissenters, and the
payments being contrary to their consciences. But
upon this head we have a parliamentary document,
printed by order of the House of Commons, in 1833,
showing the extent to which the parsons push this
ecies of demand. This document was laid Before the
Enuse in the month of August 1833. It showed that
; Francis Lunpy, rector of Lockinagron, in the East
' Riding of the county of Yorxk, charged with tithes

E the following working men of his parish : 2
3 M L < a0
- Wages, demanded.
k b f R
Jeremiah Dodsworth for last year 1
Ditto, this year, hired weekly D O ) R
William Hall..oseene oo erennnn 10100 R
Harrison Moment .ouuseeneess 8 0 0t R
Henry Blakeston ......cc.coneees 15 .06 Bt
Willinm FOStET ccscessassrasoces 800 028
George Fenby..o.coomnnmminaiinnes 6 80 NN
John Hall, half a year ..o 1010 0 03 6
John 1500 0350
Matthew Blakeston .......... 8.8 0. A
Carling Risim...oeseessnins 16 00 035 4
John Dodsworth......... N T e
Wm. Fallowfield, mijler, servansi...» 18 0. 0 RIS f
Robt. Braithwaite, do.,
compound, but now refuseth ... 15,00 0
JeremiaH DODSWORTH refused to He v

summoned before two magistrates, Jom(]?
and RoBERT ;LIS, who sen
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as magistrate, committed him tothe Houseof Correction
at Beserley, there to be kept for the space of three
calendar months, as punishment for nut paying his
tithes Now, observe, the Act before-mentioned of
the 2nd and 3rd of EDWARD the Sixth, chapter 13,
exempts from payment of personal tithes, day- labouring
men, and JEREMIAH DODSWOTRH WS a da_\_.‘-lubourins
man. The law has long laid it down that no Eersun
tithes are due from servants in husbandry ; because,
Iﬁy their labour, things are produced which pa tithes.
ut now, you will say, how came justices of the peace
to have anything to do with this matter ? Tithes
were an affair knowmnly to the ecclesiastical courts;
but the s wanted a swifter way to come at poor
men. 'ﬂ _ therefore, procured to be passed, inpo.tlie
7¢h and 8th WitLiam the Third, “An Act for the
“ more easy recovery of small tithes.” This Act,
which was first passed for three years, and afterwards
, by the 3rd of ANNE, chapter 18, made
vision that two justices of the peace might issue
their warrant of distress aguinst a person refusing to
pay tithes. This Act extended to all tithes under the
ue of forty shillings; and this Act took care to
make no exceptions with regard to day-labourers and
servants in husbandry. It enacted, that “all and every
“ person or persons should pay offerings, oblations,
and obventions. Thus was the Act of EpwarD,
with regard to day-labourers, and servants in hus-
bandry, set aside; and the tithe-claimers were let
loose the whole of the community with their two
justices of the peace to issue distraints on goods and

(ﬂlhgﬂ:ymdal?tomkit?ll)this
go of sending to jail persons
no g mm&! Thatw{smud
s 4 htened nineteenth cent 2 and for
} __J,-fhﬁmtm"u&ir_lionlm eEL called
I grent. big  Sowreigs;” 00 fomied for K
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exploits on VirGiNia Wargr. In the fifth year of
his “glorious reign,” an Act was passed (& Geo. IV,
chapter 18) to authorize magistrates to send men to
jail, in cases where they had nothing to distrain upon.
JUnder this Act it was that this Joux BrLANCHARD,
the parson, by his single authority and warrant, com-
mitted JEREMIAR DoDsworTH to jail for three
, months, for not paying to his brother parson, Fraxcis
| Luxoy, four shillings and fourpence for offerings,
! oblations, and obventions! This, then, is the law !
Is this law to continue !  Will Sir Rosert PEEL'S
Church reform suffer this law to continue ? If he does
not suffer it to continue, he must abolish these tithes;
and if he can abolish these tithes, wh y not abolish other
tithes? I leave this for Sir RoBerT PgEL to reflect
upon ; just observing of LuNpy and BLaNcHARD,
that they were both pluralists !
- 80 much for personal tithes. Next comes the tithe
on mills, which is a sort of personal tithe also. The
next class is, the predial tithes, as of corn, hay, wood,
bemp, hops, and all kinds of fruit, seeds, and herbs.
The tithes on pasturage, commonly called agistment
tithes ; tithes on milk, on all young' animals, on egys,
on young fowls, on young birds (except game). Tithes
are payable on acorns; everything that grows in a
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and without bounds ; all belonging to the whole of
the people at large, and all swallowed up by a handful
of the aristocracy, their relations and dependants.
For all this ]Jrn'pei't}' a great deal ought to be done for
the people ; and is it not eurious that, while the amount
of this revenue, not so little in ExaLaND and WALES
as six millions a year; is it not curious; is it not
offensive to one’s feelings ; is it not an insult to call us
anenlightened people, and to brag about the light of the
nineteenth century; to have the audacity to accuse
our forefathers of tameness and of ignorance ; and to
jssue a Royal Commission at the same time, consisting'
of bishops, archibishops, and the prime minister, ““¢o
« devise the means of providing for the cure of souls ;”
that is to say, to devise the means of causing this
revenue to be given to men who will reside in the
parishes, and teach the people the Church religion.

I now come to speak of the performance of the duties
of this Church, having first to observe, however, that
with regard to the whole amount of its revenue of
all sorts, special care has been taken to give us no
official account of what that amount is. Return upon
return have been made by the bishogs; but always
keeping this important fact out of sight. They have

ways forward to tell us how many small livings
there are, and what is the amount of the revenue of each
of these ; but never have they told us how many great
livings there are, and what is the amount of each of
them ; nor have they ever told us how the small livings
came to be small, when we well know, that at the Re-
formation, they were all so settled as for none to be
too small : we must, therefore, by-and-by, hunt out the
cause of their being small as well as we can.

: of the duties of the
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““upon him this office and administration, to serve God
& for the promoting of His glory, and the edifying of
“ His people, that he is determined, with the
““ Scriptures, to instruct the people committed to his
“ eharge; that he will give his faithful diligence always
“so to minister the doctrine and sacraments, and the
“ discipline of Christ, as the Lord hath commanded,
“and as this realm hath received the same according
“to the commandment of God ; that he will teack the
* people committed to his cure and charge, with all
“ diligence to keeg and observe the same ; that he will
“ be ready with all faithful diligence to banish and
¢ drive amay all erroneous and strange doctrines. con-
“trary to God’s word ; and to use public and private
- “gadmonitions and exhortations, as well to the sick as
. *“to the whole, within his cure, as need shall require
' “and occasion be given ; that he will be diligent in the
“prayers and in the reading of the Holy Seriptures,
“and in such studies as heg) to the same, layi
“ the study of the world and the flesh ; that he will be
“ diligent to frame and fashion himself and his family
“ gecording to the doctrine of Christ, that he may be
“a wholesome example and spectacle to the _ﬂ«.‘{ L)
¢ Christ ; and that he will maintain and set
“ quietness, peace, and love among all Christians, but
“ especially among them that are or shall be com-
“mitted to his charge :” having made these declara-
tions and promises, he solemnly ratifies and confirms
them lﬂ;acaiving the holy communion! ;
Besides this the vicars iyand about one-third of the
benefices i

before th ing of the
g e84 ;‘;wm

Act of the 43rd of Gro.
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bindings of his solemn declaration on taking orders,
Yet, in the face of these solemn vows, in the face of the
declaration that each man of them believed himselfmoved
by the Holy Ghost to take upon kim the cure of souls ;
in defiance of the solemn ratification of their declara-
tions and promises by receiving the holy communion ;
despite of all these, a return made by the bishops to the
king in council, in 1811, and communicated by the king
in council to the perliament, there were, when that
return was made, fen thousand jfour hundred and
twenty-one benefices; and of those benefices five
thousand three hundred and ninety-seven of the in-
cumbents were vesident on their benefices, and five
thousand and twenty-four were not resident on their
benefices ; and of course were not fulfilling their vows
made at their ordination !

But we now come to a memorable epoch and trans-
action in the history of this Church; namely, the Act
of Parliament of 1803, 43rd of GrorGe the Third,
chapter 84. The reader should be informed, that dur-
ing the late “ glorious” war against the republicans of
Fraxce, a total change took place with re to the
conduct of the clergy of this Church. The French,
broken loose from the fangs of their tyrants, had com-
mitted deeds which filled all the world, and particularly
the EnElish people, with horror. They had put down
their Church, and all its trappings and its tithes. They

had almost proclaimed themselves Atheists. The
ish parsons, not only for their own security but for
their dizement, as they thought, took advan
ofthese things; they represented iaainteragumrﬁg'a
and every man who to utter swordby,myo}
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clergy and the Church, only a hundredth part of what
is now explicity declared against them in every news-
paper in the kingdom.
| n this state of things, ninteen-twentieths of the
i nation blinded and deluded, and the other twentieth
silenced by the fear of pecuniary ruin, or a jail, the
clergy set the laws of residence openly at defiance,
bid defiance to their parishioners in this respect. And
now be pleased, reader, to pay great attention to
what these laws of residence were, The Act of 21
He~ry VIII, cha?ter 13, provided for the residence
of incumbents. This Act has the following preamble:
“For the more quiet and virtuous increase and
“maintenance of divine worship, the reaching and
“teaching the Word of God, with gogly and good
“example given, the better discharge of curates, the
“ maintenance of hospitality, the relief of poor people,
“the increase of devotion, and good opinion of ﬁy-
“men toward the spiritual persons.” The Act was
?tit.lecl, “Spiritual persons abridged from havin
;l{luralim'es of livings, and from the taking of farms.
ere was a heavy penalty imposed by this Aect
against parsons who shall procure more than one
benefice; any one who should be absent from his
living and his parsonage-house; any one who, should
farm, except merely for provision for himself and his
household ; any parson who shall buy any thing te
sell again, whether merchandise, corn, or cattle, or any
thing ; any parson who should offend in any of i
these respects was made liable to an information gué -
- tam; the one-half of the forfeiture t.o;;oi_:oth_ehg
~ and the other half to the informer, suing for the
“same in the king’s courts.” There were dmmm

with rﬁudmchahinsofthe_' , of the
, and of the pm&olyﬁty;uqu‘

§
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cathedrals. This clause of the Act expressly says that
« Every archdeacon, dean, prebendary, parson, or
«vyicar, shall be personally resident and abiding in,
“at, and upon, his said dignity prebend, or benefice”’
(or at one of them in the exceptions, where he was
allowed to have two); and ““in case of such spiritual
“ not keeping residence, but absenting himself
«wilfully by the space of one month together, or by
“ the space of two months, to be accounted at several
“times in any ome year, and make his residence
¢ qand abiding In any other place by such time, that
¢ then he shall forfeit for every such default ten pounds
¢ sterling ; the one-half thereof to the king our sove-
“reign lord, and the other half thereof to the party
¢ that will sue for the same in any of the king’s courts
“hy original writ, debt, bill, plaint, or information;
@in which action and suit the defendant shall not
“ wage his law, nor have essoin or protection allowed.”
Now, this was the law, descending down from the
Roman Catholic Church, and never repealed nor
infringed on. And what could be more reasonable
than this ? There was another Act, passed after the
country became Protestant; namely, 13 EL1zABETH,
| chapter 20, providing that no lease of any benefice
1 ghould endure longer than the incumbent showld be
3 resident in his parish; and that if ahy one offend
1 against this Act he was to forfeit a "year’s profit of
_his benefice. And now we come to t.ze grand blow
b of the Church. T have deseribed before, the state of
. and insolence at whicli the clergy had
B arrived during the French war; T have described
R’ the pitch of total disregard of the people, at which they
hfl.unrw spite of the existence of these laws,
‘which enabled anybody, and '
ners, to inform against them
: # el p
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sterling, at the time when the law passed, was equal

to two hundred pounds sterling in tﬂe middle of the

French war. In this state of things, however, with

the people nineteen-twentieths blinded and frightened,

and the other twentieth not daring to open their lips,
l who was to enforce the law ? Where was to be found a

man who dared to lay an information against a parson
. for trafficking, or for being absent from his living ? As
' last there was such a man found; and in 1799, and
l 1800, a Mr. WiLriaus, who had been secretary to
i one of the bishops, laid informations against hundreds
of the clergy ; and had the informations in the Court
of King’s Bench ; some of them carried on to the stage
of conviction.

Well, this reminded the defaulters of the law, to be
sure, and of their duty ? There was no remedy but to
pay the penaltie:!l and the penalties were enormous,
- notwithstanding the change in the value of money; for
- scores of the parsons, in spite of their vows and their
~ oaths, had absent from their livings, or had
~ been farming and trafficking, for years. However,
there was no remedy: law was positive, express, and
plain ; and no ez-post factolaw could be passed without
a violation of the constitution. Now hear it; not oh

eavens ! or oh earth! but oh injured and insulted
' of ExcrLaND ! hear what I am about to ﬂ
In the year 1801, soon after the bringing of
~ actions aforementioned, the Parliament which WeL-
- LINGTON said was the best possible Parliament, passed

Méiht p. I1I. chapter 102) to compel the
rt ing’s Bench to stay the m& the
rementioned actions, till the 25th of 1802,
25th of March came, the same Parliament
another Act (42nd Geo. III. 30! to
e proceedings in those actions ther,
day of July, in that same year, 1802,
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Act of Hexry the Eighth, and also under the Act of
ErigapeTh, until the Sth day of April, 1803. Thus,
by these Acts of Parliament, clearly ex {msr Jacto;
e?;arly in violation of the express written law ; clearly
taking from the informer his property, and holding 1t
in abeyance; thus by this ex post facto law, the
ns were protected in their £Iinqnencivs for two
whole years, and the informer subjcet to the amount
of his costs, and exposed to ruin, having the cry of
Atheist and Jacobin set up against him, because he
obeyed the law in endeavouring to punish these parsons
for  having neglected their duty and broken their
vows and their oaths! But we have only seen the
beginning of this memorable transaction. There is
the end to come yet. The actions having been sus-
ded until April 1803, this suspending work was
ht to a close by the Act of 43 Gro. IT1. chapter

84, which Act lmd the {bwndnﬁon of the total
overthrow of the Church, though it was passed at the
clamorous instigation of the parsons themselves. Tt
enacted that every spiritual person, who before that
Act had incurred pecuniary penalties for non-residence,
or farming, should be freed and discharged from the
same ; that all the actions already commenced should
be rendered null; that, where convictions had taken
place, the informers should receive no more than ten
pounds, be the amount of the penalty what it might;
and that, as for the other actions where convictions
had not taken place, they should cease and have no
ga.-s ; and that such actions shouldbe dismissed or
tinued by order of the Court, mithout payment

of costs! 'This glorious Act then went on to repeal
and annul all the informations qui to authorize
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This Act was brought in by Sir WrrL1ay Scort, whe
was then Member for the University of Oxford ; and
it passed, without the smallest opposition, on the 7th
of July, 1803. It did not expressly exonerate the
clergy from the vomws and p;‘mnia‘f.'-\' made at their
ordination : but it expressly repealed the obligation
on the vicars fo take the oath of residence at their indue-
tion, as will be seen by reference to clause 37 of the Act.
It is curious that this Act was entitled, An “ Act
“to amend the Laws relating to Spiritual Persons
“ Holding of Farms, and for the Enforcing the Resi-
“dence of Spiritual Persons on their Benefices in
% England.” How completely it succeeded we have
seen ; for, in eight years after the Act was passed, out
of ten thousand four hundred and twenty-one benefices,
five thousand and twenﬁl-four were without resident
incumbents, even according to the showing of the
bishops themselves, who would, of course, do every-
thing in their power to make the thing appear as
little bad as possible! Hence it is that erowds of
these incumbents live upon the continent of Europe ;
‘hence it is that the wealth of the parishes is withdrawn
from them ; hence it is that these swarms of drones
come and take the honey from the hive, and carry it
out of the country ; and hence it is that there are, in
fact, no Church-people left, except the who
follow their habits ofP ﬁfz years ago, and those who
have an interest in upholding this prodigious mass of
abuse. In the meanwhile, the clergy have assumed the
sword of the magistrate ; having lost the powers of
asion, they have resorted to_force; laid down the
and taken up the Statute Book. They are every-
found foremost in a rigid execution of
They read the Communion 8‘"‘“"‘5 ¢
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of the unfortunate poor man_from his wife ; and both
from their children  and we #ee Parson Lowe in the
high tide of practising upon the recommendation. Do
they hear ZEcHARIAH say, © Woe to the idle shepherd
« that leaveth the flock ?” Do they read the words
of Ezekiel ? “ Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that
«do feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed
«the flocks ? Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with
“the wool, ye kill them that are fed ; but ye feed not
¢ the flock. . The diseased have ye not strengthened,
¢ peither have ye healed that which was sick, neither
“have ye bound up that which was broken, neither
“have ye brought again that which was driven away,
“neither have ye sought that which was lost; but
“eith force and with eruelty have ye ruled them.
“ And they were scattered, because there is no shep-
& M"

Whether they read them or not, the people read
them ; and it is not overwise to put into their hands the
means of reading them. However, they doread them ;
and they read in the two Testaments, from one end of
1 them to the other, that which has made them makeup
their minds unanimously, with the exceptions before-
mentioned, that this establishment ought to be repealed;;
that this immense mass of property ought nolonger to
be held by the aristocracy, their relations and depen-
dants; but that, as it is the property of the whole nation,
for the benefit of the whole nation it ought to be used.

‘We have now to see what sort of a distribution there
i of the benefices. There are twenty-six bishoprics ;
mt’-.::d dea.neriest_: ﬁ&y-tm archdeaconries ; three

ninety-four prebends ; there are four hun-
dred and forty-four fellowships at Oxford, and four
hundred and " seven fellowships at Cambridge: there
Iﬂh _ﬂlonhqn at Winchester College ; the bene-
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ships of alms-houses even, in great numbers ; and all
these, with the exception of the least valuable part of
them, are in the hands of those who are called “the
nobility,” and in those of their relations and dependants.
But now, with regard to the parochial benefices ;
there ave three hundred and thirty-two persons, who
have amongst them the revenues of fourteen hundred
and minety-siz parishes. There are five hundred
more who have amongst them fifteen hundred
and twenty-four parishes. There are several persons,
who are either peers or the relations of peers,
who have each six benefices, at the least, includin
their cathedral preferment. There is a G. W.
- OnsLow, who is the vicar of SExD, perpetual curate
of RipLEY, vicar of SHALFORD, perpetual curate of
BramLEY, rector of WisLEY, and vicar of PURFoRD.
There is a GiLBErT HeaTHCOTE, who is archdeacon
- of WincuesTER, a fellow of WincuesTER College,
treasurer of WeLLs Cathedral, vicar of ANDOVER
~ vicar of HursLEY, tual curate of Foscor, and
tual curate of OrTERBOURNE. There is Lord
ALSINGHAM, who is on the pension-list, as last
Finted, for £700 a year, who is Archdeacon of
URREY, a prebendary of WINCHESTER, rector of
CALBOURNE, rector of FAwLEy, perpetual curate
of Expury, and rector of MerrtoN. The Earl
of GuiLprorp is rector of OrLp ALRESFORD,
rector of NEw ALREsFORD, perpetual curate of
MepsteD, rector of St. Mary, SouTHAMPTON,
including the great parish of Sourm StoNemaM,
master of St. Cross HospiTaL, with the revenue
of parish of St. Farrm along with it
is a Mr. Jonx FeLrrowes, rector of Bram-
N, rector of BrarroN CLOVELEY, vicar of
- Newron, rector of MauTrBy, rector of
u St. MarTiN. There is the Honourable
PEL 4 rector in five pari and a wicar
There is the Rev. WiLLian Herr,
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b who is a prebendary, and a vicar choral in LincoLx,
E a rector in three parishes, and a vicar in two
: ishés, and a perpetual curate in #wo parishes.
'. me are three PRETTYMANS, having amongst them
E fifteen benefices. There is the Rev. F.D. P]:lllKlNS,
| chaplain to the king, rector of Hax, rector of Sway-
F1ELD, viear of ForesmrLi, vicar of HATHERLEY-
Dowx, viear of Sow, vicar of Stoke. I will not tire
the reader, but I must mention the Rev. J. T.
Casperp, who has a prebend in each of the two
cathedrals of WELLs aml) LraNDAFF, who is a rector
in one parish, a vicar in_four parishes, and a perpetual
curate in fwo parishes | WeLLINGTON'S brother has
one of the great prebends of Durmax, he his rector
of BrsmopwearmovTH, rector of CuEeLsea, and
rector of THERFIELD. These are merely instances ;
so that, as the reader will see, the Parliament is going
to be prettily amused with a scheme for making
provision for the cure of souls. As to the authority
upon which I state these things, I take them from a
book printed by Rivinaron of St. Pavr’s church-
, entitled L{a “ Clerical Guide,” and published
| n 1829, that being the last edition; and it is well-
'. known that Messrs. RivinNarox are the booksellers o
;— the Estabished Church, and that they have been su
for fifty years.
b Now, will any man pretend to say that this
= establishment ought to exist as it is? And will he
E pretend to say that it is possible to reform it by mere
miserable expedients, such as are now talked of ?
Why, the very suggestion of a desire to discover the
Mofmviding for the cure of souls : the bare
fact that king has appointed a commission of
bishops and others, to discover the means of mak::ﬁ
~ this provision ; when we see fourteen hundred
Dinety-six parishes in the hands of three hundred and
- thirty-two men; when we see the incumbents th "
Mg-wemwgomhoku&
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parishes ; when we see the bishop of LoNpox, who is
one of the commissioners to discover these means,
with a relation, promoted by himself to be a pre-
bendary of Curster and the rector at the same
time of fwo great parishes; when we see the Arch-
bishop of York (who is another of the commis-
sioners), with one relation being a chancellor of the
church of York, Archdeacon of CLEVELAND, rector
of Kirsy, vicar of Staiyton St. WiNiFreDp, and
rector of SToKESLEY ; when we see this, what are we
to believe with regard to the real intention of this
commission ? :

But there is another branch of this subject, the
SMALL LIVINGS, which if our indignation were
still asleep, would rouse it into most turbulent action.
It is hardly credible, but the facts are these, that in
ExGcLaND and WaALEs there are sixteen thousand
and some odd separate parishes and townships, each
having its church (where the church has not been
suffered to tumble down), each having its church-
wardens and overseers ; and each ought to have its
resident minister; but when the aristocracy had
grnﬁed the property of the church and the poor, as
we have before seen, in the reign of HeNny the
Eighth, they passed an act to unite parishes; so that
two parishes Eecama one as to the proprietorship of
the tithes and offerings. This act was 37 Hexry the
~ VIIL, chapter 1. By another act which was

17 Cuarces the Second Echapter 3), the power of

) “ﬂ’:f i ishes was ext, still further than by the
‘act of Hexny the Bighth. The united parishes

1e one living or benefice; but they still retained
their separate capacity as to the civil
nent. Thus the sixteen thousand parishes
ips became moulded into ten thousand four
{ twenty-one benefices; and we have just
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uniting of parishes was for the purpose of getting
the revenues into greater heaps, to be handy for the
es® of the aristocracy, who have now the im-
ce to pretend to believe that the country is now
more populous than it formerly was, while they have
united parishes in this manner under the pretence of
the e having become less numerous !
ow to the facts with regard to the SMALL
LIVINGS. The parishes were united to make
them all large enough. Yet when the last return
was made by the bishops to the King in council,
and that return was laid before the House of
Commons, which was in 1818, the thing stood thus :
There were ten thousand four hundred and twenty-
one livings or benefices. Of these there were 4,301
that were called “ small livings,” the revenue of each
being under 150 a year. Some of these were under
ten pounds a year, and so on up to a hundred and
fifty. In short, there were 4,361 benefices so small,
in spite of the unions, that the average revenue of
them was 841! Monstrous fact, while there are
Lishops with from twenty to forty thousand pounds a
year revenue; while there are deans, prebendaries,
ardeacons, rectors, vicars, fellows of colleges with
thousands a year each; and observe, these small
livings are exonerated from the land-tax on account
of their smallness! How then (for this is the great
ion) how then (for this is the question for Sir
BERT PEEL to answer to a Parliament of sense and
of spirit) ; how, then, came there t:l edbe small
living %, when everything was so set at the
Reformation that the law (as I have above cited it)
im vely on the residence, on the constant
. of every incumbent on the spot whence he
:f:d hlsm:enugs? Could the law oontetui;ephtsa
0's constant residence a spot, and
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money? That is impossible. The livings were all
sufficiently great at that time, and now let us see how
they came to be too small. Every living yields a
sufficiency now, and more than a sufficiency. The
people pay more than a sufficiency. Who then is it
that takes it away from the rector, the vicar, or
perpetual curate ?

o be sure, the aristocracy took away a large part
of the property of the Church and the poor; &ey
took away the abbey-lands ; they took away a large
portion of the Ereat tithes ; but the law took care
to leave eno&‘i for the due maintenance of the
incumbent. e parsons are now crying out against
the lay-impropriators, and if the people were to ery
out against them, the cry would be just enough. But
we must look at the conduct of the clergy themselves,
and see what hand they have had in the producing of
the small livings.

At the Reformation, when the Parliament did with
all the Church-property just what it pleased, it basely
took away the revenues of parishes innumerable;
gave them to laymen in some cases ; gave them to

in other cases; gave them to Church-
dignitaries in other cases; gave them to deans and
chapters in other cases. But in all these cases the law
compelled the parties, to whom the revenues were
thus given, to give a certain sum, annually, to the
parson of the parish, for ever, which was called an
endowment. Now I beg you to pay attention to what
I am going to say. At that time money was of
WH&Mu the value that it is now, as nearly as
possi The endowment was a certain fixed sum;
~ and now mark the monstrousness of this aristocracy
~ and aristocratical part of the clergy. The revenues
re much about twenty times as great as they were at

‘time when the wment was fixed. These gre
men have received the augmented revenues to
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several parishes the bare sum of the endowment ; that is
! to say, a twentieth part of what they ou;.*:h? to have
| paid thgm ; and, of the 4,321 small livings, the
: poverty of the far greater part of them arises from
E this cause. Two or three instances will be better
than a long essay, and a great deal better than any
declamation on the subject. The parish of ALDERsHOT,
in Hampsuire, was given to the Master of St. Cross
Hospital at WiNcuEsTER, reserving an endowment
ofoﬁsgeen pounds a year for the parson of the parish.
The tithes then amounted, proba{vly, to about thirty
pounds a year in that money. They now amount to
: wards of seven hundred a year. The Master of
| glt:‘. Cross Hospital receives the seven hundred pounds
a year, and he honestly gives the parson of the parish
the fifteen pounds a year. And who is this Master of
St. Cross ﬁoospital ¢ Iv is the Earl of Guildford !
No wonder we see such alarm at the prospect of
meddling with Church property; but is this good
treatment of the people OPEALDERSHOT, in whose
ish in defiance of the law, there is no parsonage-
; and how should there i)e, when Lord GurLp-
FORD leaves but fifteen pounds a year in the parish 7
is is an agricultural and nice productive little
E]r;;ah, with four hundred and ninety-four in-
itants. Take another instance in the north of
HIRE. HugrstBoURNE Priors, united with
~ the parish of Sr. MARYBOURNE, contains, robably,
- four or five thousand acres of land, TEe tithes
i sorts cannot be worth so little as six or seven
a year. Lord PortsmouTw’s fine house and
are in uﬁe 1:505 these Eanshee al'.l[‘hm «are m::i-o
: » itants agricul '
Some of the finest meadows, sbaep-fnms, and oogpmea:
/in the These two united parishes give to
ta and thirty pounds a year,
ueen
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more by-and-by. The Bishop of WiNcHESTER is
the patron ; and I do not ascertain from any document
that I have, who it is that takes away the revenues ;
but I know this, that the bishops say the parsonage-
house is in “a damp and unhealthy situation,” and
that no parson resides in it; so that here are two

arishes, with four or five thousand acres of fine land,
with 1,205 inhabitants, paying, perhaps, a thousand a
year in tithes and offerings, with two Churches, witha
non-resident parson, paid partly out of the taxes, while
the revenues of the parishes are taken away i)y the
Bishop of WincuEsTER, or by some one who pays
the pitifal endowment to the parson. Take another
instance. The parish of Be~NrtLEY, in the east of
Hampsuirg, and a few miles from Farnmay, in
SurrEey, has a population of 400 persons. A con-
siderable part of the parish is fine hop-garden; the tithes
amount to from 800/. to 1,000/. a year, and the parson
receives his endowment of twenty-eight pounds a year.
He would receive five hundred and sixty pounds a year,
if he were to be paid according to the spirit and in-
tention of the endowment. ff his endowment had
been raised as the tithes went on rising, he would now
have 5601 a year at the least. In despite of the law,
there is no parsonage-house in the parish; and here
is this productive and populous parish left without
Fnomga-house or parson, while the Arekdeacon of

URREY takes away the 800Z or 1,0007. ayear! And
who is the Archdeacon of Surrey ? Itis Lord WaL-
‘sINGHAM, who is a pensioner on the pension-list ; who
%llme titﬂesofseveg:lllother W es in thmm.::rt
of way; whois apre of WINCHESTER ; as
' "mbe}t))re,agplﬁntothe ing, rector of
URNE, rector of FAWLEY, curate of
¥, and rector of MERrTON, or who was all thes
the year 1820, that being the latest
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and hence it is, that there are 4,361 small livings out
of the 10,420! And is Sir RoserT PEEL sitting in a
Commission : do not his vast acquirements and talents
ery*aloud against him, while he sees these things in
existence, and while he is sitting in a commission, to
discover the means of providing for the cure of souls
in the parishes of ALpErsnoT, HURsTBOURNE, and
BextiEy; and in all the other thousands of parishes
similarly situated ? And does he believe that he can
“reform” this Church with the assent and co-operation
of the dignitaries of this same Church ? He heard
Sir Jamres Granax tell us, that “ the tithes bdonﬁ
“not toman; that they were given to Gop.”

they given to Gop at ALpersuor and at Bexrrey ?
Or would it be the most daring blasphemy to affect to
believe that they are so given !

Bad as all this is, shameful as it is, the blackest
: still remains to come, namely, the invention and
application of what is called QUEEN ANNE'S

UNTY, of which the people of Exaraxp have
heard talk long enough ; and it is now time that they
understand something about it. They will find that
it was no Bounty of Queen ANNE, or of anybody else;
but a el of public revenue and of taxes, taken
from the ’Feopla Y the aristocracy and given to them-
selves. To prove this we must go a little back, and
begin at the bottom of the curious thing which we
have now before us.

Until Hexry the Eighth quarrelled with the Pope
and cast him off, the Church paid its tenths and first-
fruits to the Pope ; or at least, he had the disposal of
them for what was termed the good of the Church,
And now let us see what these tenths and first-frnits
are, They consist of a tenth part of the annnal
revenues of every benefice, from the bishopries down
to the smallest “parochial livings. These
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the several benefices valued ; had books made, called
THE KING'S BOOKS, in which the value was re-
corded ; and he made the clergy pay their tenths and
first-fruits accordingly, all wflir.‘h the Parliament

| provided for by an Act, 26th Henxry the Eighth,
'[ chapter 3. When Mary came to the throne, she gave
back the tenths and first-fruits to the Pope. ELizABETH
Slst. year, chapter 4) took them back to herself; but
ischarged or acquitted such benefices as had not a
revenue of more than ten ﬂounds a year. Money had
become somewhat diminished in value at this time,
and therefore it appeared just to make this change,

In the reign of Sueen ANNE, money had greatl
Jowered in value; and she (5 AN~NE, chapter 24
discharged from the payment of the tenths and first-
" fruits all benefices the then revenues of which were
~ under fifty pounds a year. We shall, by-and-by, see
the monstrous profligacy of this work of discharging.
~ But we must now return to Queen ANNE's Boung.
I * Bhlzmhke her Protestant predecessors, received the
~ tenths and first-fruits, which were not her private

; ; but made a part of ker revenue, wherewith
to maintain her state, her household, her officers of
state, her ambassadors, and the like; but the aris-
tocracy fell upon a scheme of taking these tenths and
first-fruits to themselves. By the Act 2 and 3 of
ANNE, chapter 11, they took them away from her,
under pretence of wanting money to augment the
ﬁllu ivings ; and they established a Board of first-
ts, consisting of trustees appointed by the Crown,
were to receive the tenths E:&l ﬁgst—imt;,ﬁ and '

n to the purposes descri e Act; w
e augmentation of small livings; sad this they
the ty of Queen ANNE, though taxes were
on the e to be given to her in liew of her
d first-fruits! I have before of




102 COBBETT'S [Letter

from paying the tenths and first-fruits, and shall have
to k of it again presently. .
s you see that it was a portion of the revenues
of the State which was thus taken from the State and
iven to the clergy, and as we shall presently see to
ﬂe aristocracy. Dut we see only a_part of this thing
: yet. Exemptions from land-tax and stamp taxes exist
' with regard to these small livings ; but besides these,
numerous grants have been made out of the taxes;
out of the consolidated fund; out of the fruit of the
industry of every man in the kingdom, Churchmen,
& Dissenter, or Catholic. At the particulars and at the
gross amount of all these grants, during the hundred
and twenty years that the Queen ANNE’s Boun
Corporation, or Board of Commissioners has existed,
have no means of coming : but I know that durin
g the cy and reign of our late most big an
: “ beneficent” sovereign one million five hundred thou-
F sand pounds were voted out of the consolidated fund,
: to go to augment the Queen AnN~E's Bounty, the
b mcr;hrs of which, year by year, will be seen in my
i of that *“beneficent” reign and regency. So
that you will Eleasa to observe, it is all a mass of taxes
altogether, tuken from the Dissenters and Catholics,
Scotch Church and all, as well as Churchmen, to be
iven for the relief of the clergy of the Church of
England, as it is described in the distribution of Par-
) »bumentinr{) hg"mml; ! Oh! how \‘.h(g]s1 n:;‘ion has been
! what a score this Church has now
.u%Pdwl,i?u“! >
: t it was to “ augment the small livings,”
- was it not? Itmwg:imthelotofthe poor
rnhtﬂabeﬁa,m it not? Stop a bit, I will
 tell you all about that, and will, in the next

Lo et
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which the Act of HExry the Eighth above-mentioned
f(}th of his reign, chapter 8) the tenths and first-
uits were to be paid. That Act provided that the
value of the benefices should be inserted in “these
books; and that the tenths and first-fruits should be
paid accordingly. Now money was twenty times the
value then that it is at this time; but it has been
exceedingly convenient to the aristocracy and their
Church that the nominal swm should still remain the
same. So that a living that now yields five hundred
a year was then rated, probably, at five-and-twenty
pounds a year ; and according to that rate the parson
now pays, if he pays at all; so that he gives
to the state two pounds ten shillings a year, instead of
giving fifty pounds a year! I have before me an
1nstance of this within my own knowledge. BorLey
the parish in which I lived, in Hampsnire, is rated
in the King’s books as yielding a revenue to the parson
_ of £5 10s. 24d. a year. I know that the living was
- worth to the parson between five and six hundred
ds a year; so that the parson instead of payin,
'mnpounds a year or upwards, as his tenths ; inst
of paying upwards of five hundred ponnds as his first-
fruits, paid as first-fruits £5 10s. 2}d., and pays as
tenths 11s. 0}d.! Now the present man has had
the living thirty-two years, and he has kept from the
State, according to the law of Hexry the Eighth
(without which these tenths and first-fruits have no
~ ‘existence in law), the sum of two thousand and six
- ome pounds, not reckoning interest. Yet it is not
~ parson who gains here: it is the ARISTOCRACY
~ again ! The advowson belongs to the Duke of Porr-
D; and it is worth so much more now than it
be if it rendered first-fruits and tenths accordi
ﬁd.ﬂlxnr VIIL.! Good again : thus, it

aristocracy.
eat numbers of the li are discharged,
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the 1st of Ev1zaBeTs, chapter 4; and second, by the

5th of AxxE, chapter 24. Now do look at the mon-

strofisness of this. Erizaperm discharged them if

the revenue were not above ten pounds a year; and

AxxEe discharged them if they were under fifty

ds a year. That is to say, of their real value

at those two times. But in laying this real value

before the people, the value of the endowments only

was given; only the rea] value of that which was

given to the poor parson ; and thus stands the thing

now to this day ; and the parish of BexTLEY, before-

mentioned, the real revenue of which is from eight

hundred to a thousand pounds a year, and the parish

of Arpersuor, before mentioned, the revenue of which

is between seven and eight hundred pounds a year,

' stand discharged from the payment of first-fruits and

'- tithes, on the ground that each is worth less than

:" pounds a year, while their great revenues are

received by Lords WarsiNewam and GuiLpronrp,

who here rank amongst the “poor clergy of the
Established Church !”

L This would be a most scandalous piece of injustice

¥ to the nation ; a most shameful evasion of the intention

) of the law, even if the Act of Hexnry the Eighth had

[ made no provision for the change in the value of

i money. DBut the Act does make such provision. It

i ]:roviaeg, that the Chancellor of Excranp, for the

E:‘ time being, shall issue commissions, in order to have

: Jivings taxed, and the rates levied to the use of the
- ing, his heirs and successors for ever; so that all the
R might ﬁao{; at all times, “according to their
o true and ju.lt.i:rd and entire, yearly values!” If

the t Chancellor were to issue, as he

g ,;maw&onmﬁofmto do, mon; any new l;;:
- &com this sort, ins ol W on di -

- cussions with Bishop Bromrierp, aboat « Chureh

: is the law as completely now as

Y
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it was in the 26th year of Hexry the Eighth; and
Bishop BromrieLp (clever fellow) is only thinking
how he can make “provision for the cure of souls,”
while his relation is a prebendary of CaesTeR, and
is the rector of two thundering great parishes in
CuaesHire; and while there are 332 men who have
1,496 parishes amongst them !

But, the reader wiﬁ:l say, you told us just now, that
you would tell us all about the story of the Queen
Axne's Bounty being applied to the mending of the
lot of the Poorer parsons ; and so I will tell you, and
now directly. I have told you, that the living of
ALDERsHOT yields a revenue of about seven hundred
pounds a year. Well, now, that living has been aug-
mented by Queen ANNE's bounty, by the amount of

ds a year; thatisto say, that the people pay, in taxes,

: pounds a year to the poor parson, while Lord GuiLp-

~_ ¥orb takesaway the whole of therevenue from the tithes,
~ all but fifteen pounds! I have told you that the livin
- of Bentley yields from eight hundred to a thousan:

pounds a year ; and that the parson receives twenty-

x$ht pounds a year out of that revenue, while Lord

ALSINGHAM takes the rest. That living also has
been augmented by Queen ANNE’s Bounty; that is to
say, out of the taxes, paid by Dissenters and Catholics,
as well as by Churchmen. Every labouring man in the
5 ingdom is taxed to help to pay this poor parson, while
- Lord WarLsiNauam takes away the revenues of the

~ parish, and to Lord WarLsiNGHAM we give the taxes,
‘to be sure, and not to the poor parson, whose living
~ought to be worth five hun and sixty pounds a
year. To crown the whole, great numbers of the rich
~ pluralists are the holders of small livings that have been
: ented by Queen ANNE's Bounty, that is to say,
under the garb of “poor clergy,” put into their
) tlalxaa, paid byapeoplawhmwmm
s live 3

a * coarser sort of P
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very first step would be to make it pay tenths and
first-fruits, according to the true meaning of the law;
and te make every living incumbent pay up the arrears,
according to that law : the next step to compel the
Church to pay back to the people the amount of all the
sums that have been given to ““ the poor clergy out of the
taxes :” the next step, to compel those who pay the
miserableendowments outof therevenues of the parishes,
to pay those endowments according to the altered
value of money: the next step, to repeal the monstrous
Act of 43rd of Grorce III., and to compel residence
unremitted, or forfeiture to the amount prescribed by
the Act of Hexry VIII., and an addition in point of
sum, according to the altered value of money. This
would be rea reform ; with anything short of this
no man of sense and of spirit would be satisfied ; this
would abolish the monstrous pluralities ; would place
a resident minister constantly in every parish; would
make the clergy Christian-like teachers; would put an
end to their scandalous luxury, and to their unbearable
insolence,

The question is, can Sir RoBert PrEL effect a
reform like this? If he cannot, he will only labour in
vain. Atevery steéx, he will be met with the statements
which T have made in this book. He will perceive
that there can be no contradiction given to me with
truth. He will look at the monstrous mass of abuses
and of injustice towards the nation, that he will find
stated in this little volume. He will perceive the utter
impossibility of removing this mass of abuse and
injustice, by any means, other than those that will put
an is hierarchy for ever; he will see that that
revolution in ExaLAND; but after he
ned it round and round, and looked at it on
ida.ge will l:e that that ;'mdiluﬁon islab:llaln;lz;
iry to prevent a greater ution. It will be i
_ ; disguise my belief in the fact, a pulling
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them by many a degree; but he will have too much
virtue, I should hope, not to prefer that to a destruction,
a total destruction of THAT, which it is his bounden
duty to uphold and defend at all hazards, whether of
reputation or of life.

LETTER VL

WHAT 1S THAT COMPOUND THING CALLED CHURCH
AND STATE ! AND WHAT WOULD BE THE EFFECTS
OF A SEPARATION OF THEM, ONE FROM THE
OTHER !

Pm'mm':;i
a I shall, in the latter part of this letter, state what
. would be the effects of a separation of Church from
~ State. As to the former question, we now know pretty
well what a Chureh is, and what this Church in par-
ticular is ; and now let us see what a Stateis. A
State is not a king and a ministry; a State is a Common~
mealth ; a people formed into & community, and freely
forming a government, by which they agree to be
ruled. That is a State, in the large sense of the word,
In a somewhat narrower sense, it means the govern-
 ment of such a community, or commonwealth; and
- everything which belongs to, or is upheld by, the whole
~ government, legislative as well as executive, may be
k- d to be connected with the State. In this manner
~ the Church is counected with the State, and it calls
and the king, at his coronation, swears that it
a church established by law ; that is to say, by the
w of man. The head of the government is also the :
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nothing of any government protection ; it appealed
not to the laws of man. It asked for no laws, and it
had noslaws, to compel people to give their money or
their goods for its support. It inculeated the duty of
Christians giving their money or their goods, if they
could aﬂ'orfit-, toefray the expenses of the altar, and
to feed and clothe those who served at the altar ; but
it resorted to no force; to no penalties, much less to
imprisonment and death, to compel men to conform,
IIIK to give their money or their goods. The Church,
as established by Christ and his Apostles, was, in this
= respect, what the Churches of the Dissenters are now.
- It depended, for its support, on the voluntary offerings,
oblations, and contributions of the people. = Therefore
it is, that the Dissenters represent the Established
Church as unchristian in its nature ; and, feeling that
it loads them with heavy burdens, they justly and
;easunably call for a separation of the Church from the
me.

Now, let us hear the objections to the granting of
this prayer of the Dissenters; for it wuuﬁl be hard,
indeed, if those who possess from six to eight millions
( a year of property belonging to the commonwealth
hard, indeed, if they could find out no objection to
the taking of that immense sum away from them,
~ Their first objection is, that such a change would be
contrary to all the settled notions of mankind, according
to which, it is the bounden duty of every government
to e for the religious instruction of the people.
I haye before answered this objection completely ;
but if it be the duty of a government to provide{i)r
the religious instruction of tﬁ: people, does it provide
for it by the means of this Churc%, when we find,
- that, out ofIB,OOO?m-rl:hu and townships there were
- Tesident only 5,39 incumbents ; and when we find

e Immﬂ&:handsofgﬁﬁinmbenu; when

Lo gy _ there are Enslnddedes

% parishes without any churches ; 1,720 parishes,
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which have no parsonage-houses; and 1,422 parishes,
which, in spite of the law, the parsons themselves
represent as unfit to live in; and, Le it observed, too,
that this refers to the bengfices, and not to the parishes ;
for then there are about five thousand more parishes
and townships that have no parsonage-house, notwith-
standing the provisions of the law, to compel the
upholding of the parsonages ? Does the Church,
ﬁ?en, exhibit to us the means of religious instruction
for the people ? In a very large partof ENGLAND and
Wavres the teaching of religion would be utterly
unknown to the people, were it not for the Dissenters
of various descriptions. Many reports from the mis-
sionaries of the Dissenters have stated that they have
found whole parishes totally destitute of all knowledge
~ of religion. And why are we not to believe the fact,

- when we see 1,496 parishes with their revenues in the
hands of 332 incumbents ?

But it is said, that these swallowers, these noble,
honourable, and gentle incumbents, employ CURATES
in their parishes ; that is to say, that they hire men to
do their duty. In the first place, they do not hire one
man for every parish ; and nothing is more common,
in some parts of England, than one curate serving
three parishes; and in some cases four; nothing so
common as two. But, how stands this matter >’ The
curate is £ﬁd so poorly,that it is utterly impossible
that he should perform the duties of a teacher of
- religion in the manner that he ought to do. He is a
~ poor man, with hardly the means of living better than
- a mechanic, or a labourer. His poverty is known, and

- seen; and, as he sets up for a gentleman, he excites no
) ion in his beholders; but is sure to excite their
and, this being the case, is it likely, that
do much in the way of giving religi
? Was it ever own in the wor
1 sucked in instruction from those whom t
? However, it is certain that the incambent
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gives the curate but a small part of the revenue of the
ish, and that he puts the rest into his own pocket ;
3 and is the unpleasant dilemma for the parsons.
Doubtless, the Earl of GuiLrorp has curates at OLp
Arresrorp, NEw ALRESFORD, MEDsTED, St. MARY
Sournampron, and SouTH SToNEHAM, and also in
| the parish of St. Farrn : doubtless he has curates;
' for he hardly does the duty himself, while he is living
i at Warpersaare in KeNT, or sitting in the House of
3 Lords. Doubtless he may have three curates, one at
the Arresrorps and MEDSTED, one at St. Farrm
and St. Cross, and one at SouTHAMPTON ; and
= doubtless, he gives them stipends not under eighty
¥ pounds a year (in cases like these{, according to the
Act 53rd George III. chapter 149, which Act was
made to compel the rich incumbents to pay their hire-
lings at a certain rate! Buat, here is Ll{e dilemma :
here is the nasty dilemma for Sir Roserr PEEL
to touch in his Church-reform ; either these miserable
stipends are sufficient; are adequate to the payment of
men to have the care of souls ; or, they are not sufficient
for that sFm-posua. If they be not sufficient, then here
is the State neglecting to provide for the religious
instruction of the people; and if they be sufficient,
why give Lord GuiLprorn anything more for these
mhes, thae the amount of t.Ee stipend paid to the
ireling? Upon one or other of LE: horns of this
dilemma Sir RoBERT PeEL must be hooked ; and let
- him get off as he can; that is to say, he must be
s
hooked, unless he be pregmd as I hope he may, to
-enact a separation of the hurch from the State.
~ Another objection is, that, if the voluntary prin-
n(iopted, religion would suffer the
 dep ' state of the Ministers, who would theniethe
mehinhngshr othhP;gooah.t What are these miserable
not receive, on an average,
) dwhatths.l.vmgeofni:an' ini

gt
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Ministers are dependent on the caprice of nobody ;
not even of their congregation; while the miserable
curate is in the most uﬁject state of dependence ; and

that, too, on the will, on the caprice, it may be, of one
single man ; for the incumbent has the pﬁwer of dis-
charging the curate whenever he pleases; in spite of
all the pretences of the Aect 5'dnf Geo. III., chap.
149, to give protection to these poor creatures. Besides
which, the curate, if he do or say anything to displease
the bishop of the diocese, he can prevent him from
being employed in any other diocese; for no other
bishop Wiﬁ suffer him to be employed, unless he brings
testimonials from his last bishop ; and these testimo-
nials may be refused, without cause assigned ; so that
the poor creature’s mouth is actually ﬁmcked up; he
is doomed to certain ruin or to absolute submission to
~ the will of his master-parson. There is no footman so
- completely dependent as one of these miserable men ;
~ and these are the men which this Established Church
. gives us for our religious instructors: these are the
~ men, with whom the State furnishes us to keep us all
- in the fold, and to protect us against adopting strange
and erroneous doctrines !

Another objection is, that if there were not men set
~ apart by the State to teach religion, and supplied with
~ incomes by the State for that purpose, the teaching of

- _nliEion would fall into low hands; that the ministers
~ of Carist would become a mere mundane race of
men, hankering after  the world and the flesk ;” and,
Sir WirLram Scotr, in his impudent speech, when he,
ber for the University of Oxrorp, moved the
of the before-mentioned Act of Grorar the
43rd year of his reign, chapter 84, which, as
observed ?re. ﬂllet ‘tge par:ﬂu;l Z:lme insisted th:,

ts proper that the ould go to places ¢
ble resort, and o%ﬁththair&nﬁlig,_

Cif o B LN
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Sir James GravAwm, in his sreech on Lord Jounx
RusseLr’s motion regarding the Irish Tithes, took
occasiofl to utter an invective ﬂf“im‘t the celibaecy of
the Roman Catholic clergy, and observed, that * our
Chureh denominated unmarried priests unholy priests.”
Now, then, let us see how the “ Reformation” invited
them to marry : now let us see whether our Church
holds unmarried priests to be unholy priests. After
the Reformation Ead been made ; after the new Church
and the Prayer-Book had been enacted, an Act (2nd
and 8rd Epwarp the Sixth, cﬁgter 21) was passed to
“take arway all positive laws made against the marriage
“of priests ;” and ?on what grounds was this Aect
, and what did it sn{ in its preamble ? WII;{,
this is what it said. “ Although it were not only
“better for the estimation of priests, and other ministers
“in the Church of Gop, to live chaste,sole,and separate
“from the company of women, and the bond of marria
“but also thereby they might the better intend to the
“administration of the Gospel, and be less intricated and
“troubled with the charge of household, being free and
“unburdened with care and cost of finding wife and
“children, and that it were most to be wishef, that they
“would willingly and of themselves, endeavour them-
““selves to a perpetual chastity and abstinence from the
“use of women : yet, forasmuch as the contrary had
“rather been seen, &c., &c.;” and then the Act
to exempt them from pains and penalties, if they do
marry ! And this is what Sir WiLLiay Scorr called
“inviting them to marry;” and this is what the learned
doctor in divinity, Sir JAMEs Gramaw, calls the prin-
:iyle of our Church, that “an unmarried priest is an
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! I have before ohserved on the advantage which they
took of the violences committed in France. And ScorT,
(now STowELL), when he moved for this Bill, uttered
these memorable words: “ Whilst we have seen, in
“other countries, CHRISTIANITY SUFFERING
“in the persons of the oppressed clergy, it imposes a
“ peculiar nbfi;/rtﬁwz upon us, to treat our own mith
“Findness and respect, and to beware of degradi
“ religion by an apparent degradation of its ministers !"
What an impudent speech !  They had deserted their
flocks : they had abandoned their parishes: they had
broken their solemn vows and their solemn oaths; they
had abandoned the people committed to their ch:
after having solemnly declared that they believ
themselves to have been inmardly moved by the Holy
Ghost to take upon them the office, ““to serve God for
“ the promoting of his g-lorﬁ, and the odi?'ins of his
¢ people;” they had set the law of the land at defiance
in the most daring manner ; and it was called
“ing religion” to attempt to bring them back to their
duty ! But, such was the hoodwinked, frightened, and
cowed-down state of the nation at that time, that this
impudent speech passed without censure from anybody !
Excellent, too, that Christianity had suffered in i*mnoa
in the persons of the clergy of that country; excellent
and most impudent to tell us that the Roman Catholic
religion being put down caused Christianity to suffer,
though th?am%‘niversity, of which this Scorr was the
entative, and for whom he was talking, had, for
three hundred years taught us that that religion was
idolatrous and damnable !
R To return to the objection, that the teaching of
- religion would fall into low hands; which objection
~ we will take in the words of Scorr; that, if.th
equalization of the Church-incomes, “ we shou




parsonage-
of good land ;

114 COBBETT'S [Letter

“if they were not affected by a popular fondness for
“some of the species of a gross and factious religion.”
But Bow could they well be lower than these miserable
curates, if small incomes would make them low ? And
these miserable curates we have in the 16,000 parishes,
where there are any ministers at all, excepting 5,379
parishes. How then could the voluntary principle
make them lower? And, appealing to the fact, are the
Dissenting ministers lower now ¢ Every one who
knows anything of the matter will say that they
are not, and that, as to respect, and reverence, every
one knows that all the settled Dissenting ministers
have fifty times as much of these as falls to the lot
of the parsons.

The Dissenting ministers are sometimes traders at
the same time; they are farmers and dealers. And
what are the parsons? Why, they were indeed most
positively forbidden, by law, to be farmers and dealers ;
they were informed against for bein such; there was
the just law'to punish them for it : t ey set that law at
defiance : the boroughmonger parliament repealed the
law ; quashed the informations against them; passed
another law to allow them to Jarm and to deayu As
‘cattle-jobbers ; as dealers in cattle, sheep, hogs, and

3 as buyers and sellers of these, they are amongst

the most eminent and the most busy in the country.
y was that Act passed (43 GeorgE I IT., chap.

84), to protect them against informations, and to allow
them to farm and to job, when the BorrLey Parson
took, on lease, a considerable farm in his parish, called
Bracksarrs; though the glebe that surrounded his
house consisted of five fields and a meadow

thonih his living was worth
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at the time of the panic, to pay the pressing customers,
and to give his countenance in favour of the solvency
of the house? In the Loxpox Gazette of Friday,
80th January, 1835, was the following, under the head
of bankrupts : “ The Reverend Thomas Fisher, King-
« ston-upon-Hull, the Reverend John Fisher, Higham
', “ upon-the-hill, Leicestershire; and Mary Simmonds,
“ of Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Leicestershire, BANKERS.”
These men have each of them a rectory in the Church ;
and they both most solemnly vowed at the altar, that
they would constantly attend to the people committed
to their charge ; that they would lay aside the study
of the world and the flesh ; and that they verily believed
mselves to be inwardly moved by ri\e Hoiy Ghost ;
whereupon they solemnly ratified the same, by par-
ing of the Holy Communion! Ifa banker is not &
trafficker, I should like to know what is. His business
is that of money-changing, indeed. Very proper
business for other men to cm-r‘s; on, provided they carry
it on within the limits preseribed by the law ; but how
are the people to have respect for a man who has
made the vows that these men made, relative to the
world and the flesh ; and who are seen afterwards
carrying on a business, the sole object of which is that
of making money ? These two men have large livings
in the Church; so that they have not been tempted
- by their poverty to break their vows.
B One more instance of this sort will be quite enough.

- Ifind in the LoxnoN Glazette of the 24th of March, 8
1835, a list of bamkrupts, with regard to whose
~ estates dividends are to be made on the 16th of April;
?d amongst these bankrupts is the following : “The

Bawregf{ gKEW Perkin::i Stocho;, vgmehhﬁl:,
clerk, R; at twelve, at the A

w, this_holy s the rec.

arwick.”” Now, broker
of Stockrox, in the diocese of LicurreLn and

TEN and his isa ing ; and need
i o s o
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Dissenting minister be lower than being a broker in
the yery town where his congregation resides ; and
within a stone’s throw of the church, to enter which,
as a minister, he has professed that he believed he was
' inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost; in that very
ish where he had promized to lay aside the study
; of the world and of the flesh, and to live as a whole-
: some example and spectacle to the flock of Cumisr?
f And this man a broker; a buyer and seller purely for
: gain's sake; for no other pu.rlpose whatsoever but to
i. money! And yet Scorr had the audacity to say
3 that the gct (48rd Georae ITL, chap. 84) was neces-
i sary to prevent men in the Church from resembling
' the lower orders of society!
‘ However, there is something a great deal worse
than this; namely, the receiving of military and naval
; pay ; or rather half-pay, and being in the church at the
same time. At the enc;' of the war, great numbers of the
the aristocracy, their relations and dependants, went
into the Church. Every man of them pm:afesfsedJ at the
altar, and took the communion as a ratification of his
profession, that he verily believed that he was in-
wardly moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon him
this new calling, though so different from his last!
Every one thus solemnly pledged himself to lay aside
the study of the world and the flesh. In spite of
‘ﬂg}, every one of them took the half-pay, as being
ill naval and military officers! And now mark the
conduct of them, and of the government ; the half-pay is
a RETAINING FEE FOR FUTURE SERVICES.
I beg you to mark this; and this half-pay is very fre-
" quen yukanawsymerelybythakinfsnying to the
mﬂﬁﬂttﬁnﬁhhuno t::;m his services. If
lled upon to serve, to come out to
E 'mmhﬂf-.pn}khkmany. It is the same
~ andl wmwh&e o,
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pensions taken away a good while ago. It is therefore,
you will observe, not a reward_for past services, but
a retaining fee for future services, "What a flagitious
act, then, to give these soldier-parsons half-pay, after
they had got livings in the Church! Mr. HuMme
complained of this, and T made a weekly exposition of
the shameful transaction for a whole year, or there-
abouts. At last the half-pay to these men was stopped ;
but now, do mark; do mark, if you have a mind to
to know this government and this Church, A certain
time was to gﬂ given before the half-pay was to be
stopped ; and (hear it, if you have earsi) before the
gg of stop ini arrived, notice was given that any
cer might SELL his half-pay out and out ! and yet
Sir James Gramax tells us that the tithes do not
belong to the people, but that they belong to God ; and
he would tell us, I dare say, that these half-pay le
‘were appointed by God to receive them for him !
of these mili heroes, who felt himself inwardly
moved as aforesaid, was the Honourable Mr. NEvILLE,
now Lord Viscount NeviLLE, who was receiving, for
about twelve years, tithes as a parson, and half-pay
as a captain ofy horse; and he is now vicar of Byrrixe,
rector of HoLvEsToN, rector of Buran Aprox, and
rector of OrLEY. And is he to have all these livings
still ? and is the Lord Viscount to keep the military
- half-pay that he got during the twelve years? If he
be, I care not if England be sunk to the bottom of
e ot it i
" at is any one to apprehend as the consequence
- putting an en{i to a an&h like this ? Can anything
_ arise more barefaced ? Can anything arise more offen-
to the e? The LAW; these fellows always
< tthe law ; the law requires that the par-
i to them,

and the bui
o i
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for dilapidations ; that is to say, put the house in
g:gai‘; anJ,tlmt if he die, his ]'II‘(JI)L'];T)' shall be liable
for the same ; and the law expressly provides that the
money which he or his heirs pay for dilapidations, shall
be expended upon the house. To what a scandalous
extent this law has been set at defiance, appears from
a return which the bishops had the face to make to the
king in council, in 1818, from which return it appears,
that even out of the 10,421 benefices (almost every
benefice containing more than one parish), there were
1729 benefices muthout any parsonage-house at all,
and 1,422 parishes in which the parsonage houses were
unfit to live in ! And the bishops, knowing the law
as they must, had the face to make this report to the
king in council ! The reasons which the several par-
sons give for the unfitness of the parsonage-houses, are
of themselves quite sufficient to authorize the Parlia-
ment to abate this Church by law. So much inso-
lence, so much brazen effrontery, never was before
shown by mortal men. One says, that  the parson-
“ gre-house is too small ;” another, “ not large enough
“{or the accommodation of a gentleman’s family ;”
another says, “ imcommodious ;" another says, * incon~
venient ;” and they had the impudence to say this
when they bad obtained a letting loose from the law
which bound them to reside in their parsonage-houses.
The greater part of them, however, are represented as
being in a ruinous state and irreparable; and the
bishops tell us, that nearly two thousand of them have
been suffered to fall down and disappear. The parsons
have pocketed the tithes and other revenues of the
parishes, and have suffered this great mass of national
property to be aunibilated; and if the Waterloo-
delusion could have continued, if the great Captain’s
‘picture could have continued on the sign-posts, it
would not ha!ebeenstallwonderfulmﬁ‘nalemd

2077 had come to propose to the Parliament a g
wdﬂmm However, f¢
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congratulate ourselves on the fact that these audacious

men will never make another return like this: the

effects of their Waterloo-war have overtaken them at

last. Like a stag at bay, they are got up into a corner,

looking from side to side but seeing no means of
* escape.

Amongst the evils of this Church is that evil des-
cribed by Lord Bacox, who says, “A numerous
*“ married clergy, giving life to great numbers of
“ idlers, or persons never to work, is very dangerous
“to a State, by creating mouths without creating a
“ suitable portion of labour at the same time.” Now

to the Navy-list, go to the Army-list, go to the

:El-oﬂices. dgo to the Government-offices, go to

the military and naval Academies, go to the Pension-

list, go to the great schools and colleges, go to any of

these swarms of idle devourers, and you will find that

not much less than a full third part of the whole have

- either sprung from parsons, or have married parsons’

daughters ; and whence the parsons themselves have

come, let it be reserved for me to tell when I am in a
place differing a good deal from a farm-house.

Well, then, what short of a total repeal of all the
laws which create the revenue and powers of this mass
of monstrous abuse can possibly be of any avail ?
What, short of adopting the voluntary principle;
what, short of a separating of the Church from the

- State, can give satisfaction to the people, and peace
~ to the country? RELIGION! How is religion to
- suffer; how is the religion of the Bible, how is the
eligion of Jesus Cunist and his Apostles to suffer,
putting down these monstrous abuses, which exist
amisapgl:’:atinn of its sacred name? Can noto-
¢ broken vows and broken oaths; can an open
onment of the flock, after a vow made to watch
ver it, and that, too, ratified by receivin,

b
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and religion ; and can it be the duty of any govern-
ment#o give even the slightest countenance to a thing
like this 7 If there were danger of strange doctrines
rising up, could a thing like this prevent it ? If there
were danger of heats and animosities, arising from
differences of opinion about religion, could a thing like
this produce reconciliation and harmony amongst the
parties ? If the people were prone to infidelity ; if
conceited Deism, or gloomy and half-mad Atheism,
were likely to get a hold upon this at all times reli-
gious people, would a thing like this have a tendency
to mamt loosen its hold? Would the Deist, or the
Atheist, be reduced to silence, by having pointed out
to him the bankrupt bankers, the bankrupt broker,
the retaining-fee-receiving soldier ; all of them lmvinﬁ
at their ordination made a vow to lay aside the worl
and the flesh? Wounld the Deist or Atheist be
silenced by seeing 332 men with 1,496 parishes in
their hands ; by seeing the tithes paid where there
wasno Church, by seeing the parsonage-houses tumble
- down into ruins; and lastly, by seeing bishops sitting:
in a commission to discover the means of providing
for the cure of souls, while each of those bishops has
given a plurality of livings to relations of his own !
On the other hand, look at the Dissenters ; see with
what strictness and what decorum the perf’orm their
duties to their flocks. Look at the t upon those
flocks ; look at the attention of the ministers
to individuals standing in need of their iar care.
Look at their exertions; look at their labours; look
~ at their unexceptionable moral habits and manners;
look at the rugct that is paid to them ; look at the
- veal affection for them; turn then, and look at the
4 gy of the Established Church, and at the feeling
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were separated from the State. But there is the great
American nation, where it is separated from the State,
and where we are presented with successful experience

to guide us.
gﬁ ! say they, you must not go to AmMERrica; and
they told us in the House of Commons that we must
go to France, Prussia, Avstria, and Bererua!
Beratuy, where the king is our pensioner, who takes
care to keep a house well aired at Esuer, in Surney.
But why not to AMERIcA? The people there sprang
from Englishmen. The people that settled New
Haxpsuire went from OLp Hampsuire ; and they
[ called the place of their landing Porrsmours, and
there they built u town, which goes by that name to
this day ; and there is a Norrork, a SurroLk, a
KexT, a Sussex, and all the counties and all the
towns of ExorLaxp and Wares. There are the laws
of ENGLAND ; the manners of Exaraxp ; the lan-
guage of Excraxp; the WincuesTer bushel ; the
statute acre: there is the learning and literature of
Exaranp. There are all our books; and this book
© that I am writing now, will only appear six weeks
later in New York than it will appear in Loxpox.
This, then, is the country to go to for a test of the
effect of the voluntary principle. There the law knows
nothing at all about religions, one sort or another ;
and it never did know anything about religion, except
in that part of the States called New Enaranp.
There was a law there, somewhat resembling the
~ law of ExaranD in the early period of the insti-
- tution of tithes. This law compelled every man to
Yyield tithes, but to yield them to whatever priest he
~ chose. So, in NEw ExaraxD, every man might pay
s the supportof what sect and what place of wor-
liked; buthe was com by law to pay to some
In 1816, however, all these laws were repealed
VEw Enoranp; and since that, in that country,
has known nothing of religion, any more
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than it has known of the conduct of the birds and
bats. &Yet in this whole world was there ever a
country, in which such complete peace and harmony
prevailed! Never is such a thing heard of, as a
quarrel of one religious sect against another. In
social intercourse; in the courts of law; in the
choosing of officers, political or municipal ; in legis-
lative assemblies; in the senate; on the bench; in
thearmy ; in the navy ; Churchmen, Roman Catholic,
Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist, Unitarian, Indepen-
dent, all mixed together, without a suspicion in any
man’s mind, that his cause, in the case of any dispute,
is safer in the hands of persons of his own sect, than
in those of the persons of any other sect. Here, then,
is the precedent npon wln'cz for us to stand : here is
solid ground for us to move upon; and let no
statesman in ExarLAND imagine that this example ean
be exhibited to our eyes for many years longer, with-
out ing us on to imitation,
e surprising progress in wealth, power, arts,
arms, science, and prosperity of the UNITED SraTES,
is silently producing an effect on all the nations of *
; but particularly on Exaraxp. Itis another
Exaraxp, at only twenty days distance ; and it is
impossible, not only morally, but almost physically,
~ impossible, that this ENaLAND should view the state
of that other Excraxp, for any length of time,
- without resolving to be its rival in freedom and in
happiness, and particularly on the score of freedom as
cusning 15 0. pite o, A e los o o Frensn
] ite), saw, at the of the
the final e&caf the example of the UniTen
s upon Excraxp. This was the real ground
war which Jacksox ended at NEw ORLEANs,
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to beat us at last, and beat us they will in everything,
unless we resolve to imitate them in cheapness of
government, and in a religion unknown to the laws;
and if there were no other motive for resorting to
these, we shall be compelled to resort to them in self-
defence.
| Having now shown what this thing called “ Church
'r and State” is; and having proved, I trust, most
satisfactorily, that a separation of the one from the
other is not the less necessary to the inculcation of
true religion, than it is to the freedom, the , and
the well-being of the Commonwealth, I should here
lay down my pen; but I must, in conclusion, just
notice the curious principle which I hear many men,
to my great surprise, accede to without difficulty ;
- mawely, that though it is just and expedient to put an
~ end to the monstrous abuses of which I have been
e mh'ng, “existing interests " are not tobe touched ;
~ that is to say, that all those who are wallowing in the
a’ fruits of the abuses, are therein to wallow to the end
- of their lives. So that, while  pluralities are to be
T Ensndm" and a residence is to be insisted on,
E oung fellows (and there are scores upon scores
tgem) each of whom has four or five parishes
- mnow; these scores and other scores, and hundreds,
- who are th;.row non-msi:l;lng, are ﬁode’conti:lhue entda ;
- possess thei ﬁ:mhu , and to non-reside, to the
~ of their lives, leaving to the nation a pretty fair chance
of seeing something like a reform effected ;
three score years from this day ! Oh,no; let us, in
take a leaf out of the book of the Church -3
law do by these parsons as it did by the
priests ; that is to say, as to itnot
o. They were left to wander over

-

55

g

|
E




1M COBBETT’S ‘Letter VI.

nhmmmim iple : and I have long thought that this

would be ensl; and the convicgon in B1‘11.)' mind is
now mgre firmly fixed than ever.

Parsons, thus I conclude: I call upon you to

~ answer this book. That you will not attempt to do ;

but the minds of my readers will be made up, and

the just conclusion will be, that you are una Ee_to
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THE ACT OF PARLIAMENT BY WHICH
THE CHURCH WAS MADE.
0

2 Axp 3 Epwarp THE SixTH, cHAPTER 1.

An Act for the Uniformity of Service and Administra-
tion of the Sacraments throughout the Realm.

Whereas, of long time, there hath been had in this
realm of England, and in Wales, divers forms of
 Common Prayer, commonly called the Service of the
Church, thatis to say, the use of Sarum, of York,
of Bangor and of Lincoln; and besides the same
now of late much more divers and sundry forms and
fashions have been used in the cathedra?and parish
churches of England and Wales, as well concerning
the Mattens or Morninﬁ Prayer and the Evensong, as
concerning the Holy Communion, commonly
called the Mass, with divers and sundry rites
and ceremonies concerning the same, and in the
administration of other Sacraments of the Church :
And as the doers and executors of the said rites and
ceremonies, in other form than of late years they have
been used, were pleased therewith: So other not
using the same rites and ceremonies, were thereby
greatly offended : And albeit the Km'bgs M
with the advice of his most entirely beloved u
the Lord Protector, and other of his Hi s
- Council, hath heretofore divers times assayed to stay
~ innovations or new rites concerning the premisses; &
~ yet the success as his 4

'y
4




| s 198 COBBETT'S [2and 3

*

not been only content to abstain from punishment of
those that have offended in that behalf, for that his
Highness taketh that they did it of a good zeal ; but
also to the intent a uniform quiet and godly
order should be had concerning the premisses, hath
inted the Archbishop of Canterbury, and certain

of the most learned and discreet bishops, and other
learned men of this realm, to consider and ponder
the premisses; and thereupon having as well eye and
to the most sincere and pure Christian religion

t by the Scripture, as to the usages in the
imitive Church, siould draw and make one con-
venient and meet Order, Rite and Fashion of Common
and open Prayer and Administration of the Sacra-
ments, to be had and used in his Majesty’s realm of
and in Wales; the which at this time, by

- theaid of the Holy Ghost, with one uniform agree-
- ment is of them concluded, set forth and delivered to
- his Highness, to his great comfort and quietness of

- mind, in a book entituled, * The Book of the
- Common Prayer and Administration of the Sacra-
- ments, and other Rites and Ceremonies of the
after the Use of the Church of England.”
Wherefore the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and
the Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,
considering as well the most godly travel of the

King's Highness, of the Lord Protector, and of other
' ﬂh%\naﬁ, Council, in gathering and collecting
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book mentioned, and the con-




Ep. VI.] LEGACY TO PARSONS, 127

and the Marches of the same, do give to his Highness
most hearty and lowly thanks for the same. And
humbly prayen that it may be ordained and enacted
by his Majesty, with the “assent of the Lords and
Commons in this present Parliament assembled, and
by the authority of the same, that all and singular
person and persons that have offended concerning the
premisses, other than such person and persons as
now be and remain in the Tower of London, or in the
Fleet, may be pardoned thereof : and that all and
singular ministers in any Cathedral or Parish Church,
or other place within this realm of England, Wales,
Calice, and the Marshes of the same, or other the
King’s dominions, shall, from and after the Feast of
Pentecost next coming, be bounden to say and use the
Mattens, Evensong, Celebration of the Lord's Supper,
commonly called the Mass, and Administration of
each of the Sacraments, and all their common and
gn Prayer, in such order and form as is mentioned in
same book, and none other or otherwise. And

- albeit that the same be so godly and good, that they
- give Occasion to every honest and comformable man
most willingly to embrace them, yet, lest any
obstinate person, who willingly would disturb so
godly order and quiet in this realm should not go
unpunished, that it may also be ordained and
- enacted, by the authority aforesaid, “That if any
- manner of Parson, Vicar, or other whatsoever Minister,
- that ought or should sing or say Common Prayer
~ mentioned in the said book, or minister the Sacra-
~ ments, shall, after the said Feast of Pentecost next
coming, refuse to use the said Common Prayers, or to
m er the Sacraments in such Cathedral or Parish
h, or other places as he should use or minister
same, in order and form as they be men-
and set forth in the said book; or shall use,
and obstinately stan in the same, any

Ty o e e Ty

te, Ceremony, Order, or manner of o
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Mass, openly or privily, or Mattens, Evensong,
Administration of the Sacraments, or other Open
Prayer than is mentioned and set forth in the said book
(Open Prayer in and throughout this Act, is meant
that Prayer which is for other to come unto or hear,
either in common Churches or private Chapels or
oratories, commonly called the Service of the Church);
or shall preach, declare, or speak any thing in the
derogation or depraving of the said book, or any thin
therein contained, or of any part thereof; and sh
be thereof lawfully convicted according to the laws of
this realm, by verdict of twelve men, or by his own
confession, or by the notorious evidence of the fact,
shall lose and forfeit to the King’s Highness, his Heirs
and Successors, for the first offence, the profit of such
one of his spiritual benefices or promotions as it shall
please the King’s Highness to assign or appoint,
coming and arising in one whole year next after his con-
vietion ; And alsothat the same person so convicted shall,
for the same offence, suffer imprisonment by the space
of six months, without bail or mainprise : X.nd if any
such person once convict of any such offence concerning
premisses shall after his first conviction, eftsoons
offend and be thereof in form aforesaid lawfull
convict, that then the same person shall for his second
imprisonment by the space of one whole
year: and also shall therefore be deprived, ipso facto,
~of all his spiritual promotions; and that it shall be
- lawful to all patrons, donors, and grantees, of all and
- singular the same spiritual

5
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if the person that shall offend and be convict in form
aforesaid concerning any of the premisses, shall not
be beneficed nor have any spiritual promotion, that
then the same person so offending and convict shall,
for the first offence, suffer imprisonment during six
months, without bail or mainprise: And if un\'ﬂsuﬂt
erson not having any spiritual premotion, after his
irst conviction, shall eftsoons offend in anything con-
cerning the premisses, and shall in form aforesaid be
thereof lawfully convicted, that then the same person
il::]l];f:or his second offence, sutfer imprisonment during
And it is ordained and enacted by the authority
aforesaid, that if any person or persons whatsoever,
after the said Feast of Pentecost next coming, shall,
in any interludes, plays, songs, rhymes, or by other
open words, declare or spenEs any thing in the dero-
gation, ving or despising of the same book or of .
any thing therein contained, or any part thereof; or shall |
by open fact, deed, or by open threatenings, compel, |
or cause, or otherwise procure or maintain, any Parson,
Viear, or other Minister in any Cathedral or Parish
Church, or in any Chapel or other place, to sing or
say any common and open.prayer, or to minister any
Sacrament otherwise or in any other manner or
than is mentioned in the said ; or that, by any
_ of the said means, shall unlawfully interrupt, or let
~ any Parson, Vicar, or other Ministers, in an thedral
~ or Parish Church (r , or any other pluce, to sing

~ or say common and o pt:ayt:g or to minister the

. any of them, in such manner and
Y Svontioned.in the stid bodk: Tha then "
very person being thereof lawfully convicted in form
said, shall forfeit to the King, our So Lord,
Heirs and Successors, for the first offe '
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be thereof lawfully convict, that then the same persons
offending and convict, shall for the second offence,
;&feit to the King, our Sovereign Lord, his Heirs and

. . Successors, twenty pounds : And if any person, after

he in form aforesaid shall have been twice convict of
offence concerning any of the premisses, shall
o.ﬂgnd the third time, and be thereof in form abovesaid
lawfully conviot, that then every ﬂ‘person so offending
and eonvict shall for his third offence forfeit to our
Sovereign Lord the King all his goods and chattels
and shall suffer imprisonment during his life. And
if any person or persons, that for his first offence
- comcerning the premisses shall be conviet in form
aforesaid, do not pay the sum to be paid by virtue of
ction, in such manner and form as the same
ght to be paid, within six weeks next after his
conviction ; that then every person so convict, and
so not paying the same, shall, for the first offence,
instead of the said ten pound, suffer imprisonment by
the space of threg months without bail or mainprise.
And if any person or persons, that for his second
offence concerning the premisses shall be convict in
form aforesaid, d% not pay the sum to be paid by
virtue of his conyiction, in such manner and form as
the same ought to be paid within six weeks next after
his'said second conviction; that then every person so
convicted, and wot so paying the same, shall, for the
same second offence, in the stead of the said twen

_ ty
B s , sufferimprisonment d six months, without
1 m flerimprisonment during , withou

N.B.—Tlhe rest of thgadct consists of the technical
















