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Nigh to Thesprotian land I was brought by the roll of the ocean,

Here did a prince heroic, the king of Thesprotia, Pheidon Odyssey
Freely receive me as guest ; for the well-loyeq son of the n;onarch i
Found me, as faint from the cold sea air ang outworn I was lyin e

Gave me a hand and supported my

steps till
Ayand he clothed me about witha PS tl we came to the palace ;

garment—with mantle and tunic.

here did I hear of Odysseus : the monarch hims
ITIch had received and entreated him well on his \ig;}:z ?lsissu}:f,i} f:l:) :
Also he showed me the wealth that Odysseus had gotten together nd.
Treasures of bronze and of gold and of well-wrought iron that Ia ,there
Treasures sufficient to feed one’s heirs to the tenth gcneration——-y i
Such was the wealth that Odysseus had stored in the halls of the monarch
Now he had gone, I was told, to Dodona, to list to the counsel .
Zeus from the thick-leaved height of his oak might utter, to guide him
So as to win once more to the fruit-rich Ithacan island,
Whence so long he is missed, whether open his coming or secret.
Yea he assured me on oath, as he poured in his hall a libation,
Dragged to the sea was the ship and the band of the rowers was ready,
Waiting to carry him home to the well-loved land of his fathers,
Me ere this he despatched—for it chanced that a vessel was sailing,
Manned with Thesprotian folk, to the island of bountiful harvests
Dulichium, and he bade them convey me to chieftain Acastus,
Carefully. Ah but a plot right cowardly won their approval
Touching myself—that I yet might sink to the depths of disaster.
Far from the land was already the ship as she voyaged the waters :
Then they began to devise to enslave me and sell me as bondsman.
Firstly they stript from my body my garment—the mantle and tunic;
Round me, in stead of my raiment, they cast vile rags and a doublet
Tattered and torn—in the which thou beholdest messitting before thee.
Now in the even, arrivin g at far-seen Ithaca’s corn-lands,
Me in the well-decked vessel they left, where straitly they bound me,
Using a twisted rope, but themselves, from the ship disembarking,
Hastily made them a meal by the surf-beat strand of the ocean.
Then did the gods themselves unloosen the knots of the cordage,
Easily bendin g it back ; and, my head in the wrapper enveloped,
Down by the polished rudder descending, I laid on the water d
Softly my breast, and with both of my hands kept rowing and shore-war
Swam—and | quickly was out of the water and far from pursucrs‘.i "

hen I ascended the shore to a thick-leaved copse of the woodland ;

OWCring herc in the bushes I lay $ and with mUCh Jamentation

N
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Odyssey Hither and thither theY wandered and sought me—till, deemi
v Further afield to explore, they departed again, and fetis i
455.898 Mounte ip ; and the gods everlasting co:;nlng

ded me well, till I came to thy fa(ﬁ::fgag‘-c

Easily ; &Y and they gul
Home of good wise man—where life once more is vouchsafed
sare me.n

g it uselesg

Him then in answer addressed these words E
« Ah, poor friend, right deeply thou touchcstu:]?: <l:1us th? swineherd :
Telling of all thou hast seen and all thou hast suffcrezr.t in my bosom
_ ghtdol think thou hast spoken—nor cae nsin lf]'ar lands.
?uﬁchmg_Odysgus ... Andyet .. whatavailsit fo thou convince me—
rofitless lies to invent —Ah well, one thing I am r angi as thou beest
Touching my master’s return : he was hated of all 9’}‘:?‘? o
Utte_rly, since they Rcrmitted him neither to Crisht e immortals
jl%llor Lﬂ the arms of his friends, when wound uI: an e ilﬂ Troyland
ch: '<1r1a<.§u1 f? 6'1? 111015 0§;Acl?aca erected a tomb to hi;1 howas g
r Telemachus he had left great glo Wl R :
‘A&Bi H)]c Spirits of storm to a death in g1§ri;£8bst=‘:nnd h_xm.
e virs;?yself__au lonely I live with my swine CPtdhxrn. :
e T e
Then wi er, if haply a rumour arri
il hoel S B
aye are mournin the question him closel
i{ ey e L dtﬂightgthc master that never returneth %
| but myself—for I m unpunished in eati el
; : care not at . ating his subst
%nc:: o R R s fabalﬂ (;o examine and question ance,
: :cc }\lvho had slain some man and ha:il i hereie
earri w ] Y
This warr}iYed atmy farm ; and a lovin andered in many a country
Here hesw isstory : in Creta with Idomg l-cccphtmn S
as mendi o g eneus g uE
Yeaand he sur:ln :‘? g his ships, that the stormscolf]'a?l e
Brmging s y was bound to arrive by th the ocean had shattered
Thus, old man a}? ce of treasure and all gis hc summer or autumn ’
e htis though many thy w heroic companions.
N ath brought th y Woes—since now
ever for reason of thi ce—attempt not with f: topiy hormestead
Nay but for fear of this will I give thee r ith fables to please or console me.
of the god of the stran espect and affection,
ger—and also for pity,”

Still not ari

Hi :
im then in answer

“Veril : addrCSS
Verily dwells in th ed these words deep-plotting Odysseus :

Sll’lcc n y bOSD ]
) F m 1
T e e
3 a ¢
o AN aprsement € to move and convince the
, and bind us to keep it hereaft %
er,




Both of us calling to .witncss the gods who inhabit O]

Should h? re}tlurn,lthllf mastf:r ofthinc’ and arrive at t
hen shalt thou clothe me in garments—in ma . X

g‘afcly to Dulichium, to the which I was longinlét:z ?glcllr;x::mc——and send me ot ; 1’8 :

Should he however, thy master, arrive not just as I fold thc)::‘

Order thy drudges to seize me and over a precipice hurl me 5

So that another that cometh to beg shall beware of dcceivir; g

ympus :
hy farmstead Odyssey

Him then addressing in turn gave answer the good old swineherd :
«Yea and forsooth, O stranger, my good reputation and protess :
Thus were bruited abroad midst mortals, now and hereafter

Were I to bring thee as guest to my cottage and kindly cntréat thee,
Then to a murderer turn and of life’s dear treasure bereave thee |
Light were ever my heart when I prayed to the Father Cronion !
Now it is time for the supper, and soon, as I hope, will my fellows
Enter, and then we can make us a right good meal in the cottage.”

Thus these twain, as they sat, held converse one with the other.
Meanwhile near to the farm were coming the swine and the swineherds.
Then, as the droves of the sows were penned in the places for sleeping
Indescribable grunting and squealing arose in the farmyard.

Forthwith loudly he called to his fellows, the good old swineherd :

« Bring ye the best of the hogs! I will slaughter the beast for a stranger
Come from afar ; and ourselves will enjoy it as well, for the labour,
Toiling and moiling in charge of the white-tusked pigs, is unending—
Ay and we toil while others consume our labours unpunished.”

These words uttered he clave him the wood with the pitiless hatchet,
While that a five-year hog, well-fatted, was brought by the fellows.
Close by the side of the hearth it was placed ; nor now did the swineherd
Fail to remember the gods, since good was the heart in_hls bosom.

First in the flame as an earnest he cast an oblation of bristles

Cut from the head of the hog, and to every deity offered

Vows that Odysseus the wise might come once mor¢ to his homeland,
Then uplifting a billet of oak that was left from his cleaving :
Smote—and the hog fell dead ; and they opened its gullet, and singed it,
Speedily jointed it too ; and from every member the swineherd

Cut for oblation a slice and in unctuous fat he enwrapped it.

This when he cast in the fire, with fine-ground barley besprinkled,
Chopping the rest of it small on the skewers they spitted the pieces,

Carefully roasted the whole, and withdrawing it all from the skewers S



. the trenchers ; and then did the swineher
Odyssey Laid it tqgctheg :? ]f?cf: }:vsc?lnwas he p.rac_tiscd in dcali.n g i_t fairly. d
B dlspcnscc he made in apportioning all aqd dividing ;
s T 19 hs and for M aia’s son, Hermeias the herald,
One for tl?g n\};?tlfl) a prayer, and the rest to the others allotting,
i e s he gaveasan honour the long, undivided
Unto Odysseu ked hog, and delighted the heart of his master,

: ite-tus : :
Chine of ti’}‘: :ﬁ}ifw:} nged words addressed him the wileful Odysseus :
E%}zﬁlriEumacu s, that Zeus our Father may love thee as I do,

Seeing that, poor as I be, thou dost honour ‘E‘d treat m}:: with goodness.”
Him then in answer addressed these words Eumacus the swineherd :

« Eat, unfortunate friend | come cat and enjoy what is present, :
Such as we have! For the rest, it 1s God‘that shall_ give or withhold it
Howsoever he willeth—to God are possible all things.

These words spoken, the earnest he burnt to the gods everlasting,

Poured a libation, and unto Odysseus the sacker of cities

Handed the glowing wine ; and he sat him adown to his portion.

Bread was dispensed to them all by Mesaulius. Him had the swineherd
Bought at his sole expense in the years when his master was absent,
Saying thereof no word to his mistress and agéd Laertes,

Purchased by means of his own possessions from Taphian people.

Now did they stretch forth hands to the food that was lying before them,
Till, when at last they had lost all pleasure in meat and the wine-cup,
Then was the rest of the bread by Mesaulius cleared, and they straightway,
Sated with bread and with flesh, felt moved by a longing for slumber.

Now came night unlit by the moon and tempestuous ; Zeus rained
Ceaseless, and strongly was blowing the West, that is ever the rain-wind.
Then did Qdysscus, addressing them all, make proof of the swineherd,
ththcf his cloak he was willing to doff and to lend, or to order

9?‘? of his fellows to strip—so great was his care for the stranger.

Afti:s: to my words, Eumacus, and all of you others, his fellows !

Madd&l Bgel vl tc}l youatale. "Tis the wine that incites me—

. anflntm 1g stuff, .that induceth the sagest to break into singing,

Yga morz_iughknght.sweetl)', and even to dance will arouse him;
Still—as thct?i = .h'm speak what oft were better unspoken.

Would that I 1:ﬂc° is broken a}rcady——my tale shall be ended. ;

>l were young, in the prime of my strength, as aforetime,

»
€n benc » ;
Leader thereof was ath Troy’s ramparts we posted an ambush

196 Odysseus—and prince Menelaus Atrides;




Also myself was a third in command, since thus they had wished it

Now when at last we hafl come to the city’s precin; Odys
There all round of the citadel walls in thg COI; crtlgfl'tt‘;}),l;z;::parts’ xwey
Crouching beneath our shields in the middle of el B Of’marshcs 1-510

ay we in ambush. Foul was the night ; tho g
I}E_cz;nly it froze, and .th.e snow kept fagllin g anduggl?nia:;c:st}? :aNf? rth Wind,
Bitterly cold, while icicles formed on the rims of the bucklc:; rost
Well now, cach of the rest of the men in his mantle and doublet
Quietly slept, with his shield as a covering over his shoulders
While for myself—1I had left, when I started, my cloak with 2 c d
Carelessly, never suspecting the cold might make me to suffer : e
So with my buckler alone and shining jerkin I followed. :

Now at the tierce of the night, when thestars were passed to their settin
Thus did I speak, addressing Odysseus, who happ’d to be near me S
Nudging his side with my arm ; and he instantly listened attentive :
«Zeus-born son of Laertes, thou wise and wileful Odysseus, :
Verily soon I shall cease from the livin g. Bycold Iam conquered
Frozen to death ; for a cloak I possess not; a deity fooled me :
Making me come with a jerkin alone; too late I repent it.’

Thus did I speak, and at once in his mind this plan he invented,—

Such was the hero not only in fighting but also at counsel ;

Dropping the tones of his voice to a whisper he turned to me saying :
¢Keep thee quiet—that none of the other Achaeans shall hear thee !’
Then on his elbow upraising himself he addressed his companions :
‘Listen, my friends! As I slumbered a deity sent me a vision.

Lo, right far from the ships we are come. "Twere better if some one
Carried a message to King Agamemnon, the prince of the people,
Begging him urge more men from the vessels to come and support us.’
Thus did he speak, and at once bold Thoas, the son of Andraemon,
Hastily rising and doffing his cloak of Phoenician purple et
Started to run to the shi ps of the Greeks—while wrapped in his raiment
Softly I lay, till the Morning appeared, enthroned in her glory. Sk
Would that I now were young, in the prime of my strength, as aforetime !
Then might one of the herds at a pig-farm give mea mantle

Both as a kindness and eke for respect of a brave old soldier—

Now they despise me, beholding me vested in wretched apparel.

Him then in answer addressed these words Eumacus the swineherd :

5 G.aﬁ‘cl., in praise of my lord thou hast told us a capital s‘qri ;

Neither as yet hast thou uttered a profitless word 01;; sﬁ:x?illllsl’g ifiisihes

So thou shalt lack not a garment ; and nothing besi b
Nf



ht to bestow on unfortunate beggars that meet one,
- ht—In the morn thou’lt wrap thee again in thy tatters,
x17  Just for tc'-nl%rc no mantles in plenty nor changes of tunics

511-635 Seeing that b al: each man one garment possesses.

ithal ;
Have we t}?o:ilc;i :ist‘:};c return of the well-loved son of Odysseus,
gaoulf:};tbi Ay clothe thee in raiment, 1n mantle and tunic,
ewi

Ay and will send thee wherever thy heart and thy spirit shall call thee.”

Odyssey N ought that ’tis rig

ken he rose to his feet and adjusted a bedstead

h, and upon it he cast soft ﬂ?cccs: and goatskins.

Here did Odysseus recline ; and he covered him o’er with a mantle
Heavy and large, that was ever at hand asa c}.lan ge of apparel

Ready for donning whenever arose some terrible tempest.

Thus in the cottage was sleeping Odysseus, and lying around him
Slumbered the boys of the farm ; but the master of swineherds it pleased not
There to remain in a bed and afar from the swine to be sleeping.

So he accoutred himself, and he went ; and Odysseus exulted

Seeing che man thus care for the wealth of his lord in his absence.

After his sharp-edged sword he had slung to his stalwart shoulders,

Over his body a mantle he cast right heavy and wind-proof’;

Then, upsnatching the fell of a fine fat goat for his mattress,

Also a lance sharp-pointed, from dogs and from men to protect him,
Forth to the white-tusked boars he betook him, to slumber beside them
Under a hollow rock in a place well screened from the North Wind.

These words spo
Nigh to the heart
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ODYSSEY BOOK XV

OW to the spacious land
Gone, for thz gallant son f;(?:l:;l "o yas Talla At
: great-souled hero Od
Thence she waswilled to recall to his home and ysseus :
Nestor’s glorious son and Telemachus she fi?n to hasten his coming,
Couched in the porch of the hall of the far-fl::-? v:iel'cc-l
Sleeping Was Nestor’s son, for by slumber soft he was con :c P(‘ilnce Menelaus.
While sweet sleep had abandoned the son of Odysseus ang W:i i
All the ambrosial night he had brooded on thoughts of his fathei u
Standing anigh then addressed him the grey-eyed goddess Athene:
«Telemachus, no more is it meet from thy home to absent thee .
Leaving possessions behind and strangers too in thy homestead
Wantonly wasting thy wealth, lest soon they shall wholly despoil it
Yea and divide it among them, and vain prove therefore thyjourm:;.
Come now, ask that at once Menelaus good at the war-c
Send thee, and still in thy home mayst meet with thy excellent mother,
Though already her father and brothers incessantly bid her
Marry with Eurymachus, who hath ever excelled with his presents
All of the rest, and is now increasing his gifts as a wooer.
So shalt thou stay her from taking the goods from the house, if thou willst not.
W hat is the spirit that dwells in the heart of a widow thou knowest.
Ever she aims at enriching the house of the man that will wed her:
Nought for her earlier children or husband loved in her girlhood
Cares she, if once he is dead ; and she asks no longer about him.
Therefore return to thy home, and entrust with the care of the household
One of the women attendants that seemeth the best and the wisest,
Till that a glorious bride by the gods everlasting be sent thee.
Something besides will I say ; do thou lay it to heart, I beseech thee.
Lo, with malicious intent are lurking the chief of the suitors
Just ’twixt Ithacan shores and the rock-bound island of Samos,
Wishing to slay thee before thou arrivest the land of thy fathers.
Yetdo I reck not thereof, for the earth far sooner shall sw.allow
Many a one of the wooers who daily consume thy possessions.
Keep thou the well-built ship right far from the shores of the island ;
Voyage also at night ; and a favouring breeze sl_lall attend thee,
Sent by the goddess that alway affordeth thee aid and protection.
Now on the nearest beach of the Ithacanisle disembarking,
After despatching the vessel and all of thy mates to the city,
Hasten afoot and betake thee at first to the hut of the swineherd, o



who attends to thy swine and is loyal as alw ay.

st for anight, and shalt urge him to enter the city

Odyssey E
to the wise-souled Penelopeia,

X¥ :
00 . 77 | mcssagc to glvc. H
39 g:fﬁl::gs;c tearn that again she hath got thee in safety from Pylos,”
These words uttered, the goddess departed to lofty Olympus,
' son from his pleasant slumbers he wakened

Forthwith Nestor's ¢ .

Stirring the youth with a touch of his heel ; and he spake and e .

« Wake, Peisistratus, wake ! and the hard-hoofed steeds from the ssed him .
to yoke to the car | Let usstart on thcjoume;t'a’l’alc

Hasten to bring and to
Straightway Nestor’s son Peisistratus answered him saying :

« Telemachus, though eager for starting we surely can never

Drive in the darkness of night. Ere long will be coming the dayligh
Wait till the hero bringeth the gifts on the car to be laden JHetL
Even the hero Atrides, the spear-famed prince Menelaus :

Yea and until with a kind farewell he shall speed thy dcp;rturc

Since that a guest should surely remember as long as he liveth 5
Whosoever to strangers hath offered so kindly a welcome.”

Thus did he speak, and anon came Morning en 1
peax, th

Then drew nigh to the twain Menelaus gogd at tl:(;n;irchcr et
g;wly from sleep by thc.side of the fair-haired Helen aris:r): i
Hnm.as he.sa_Lw approaching, the well-loved son of Odysseus :
% astily seizing to cover his body a glisterin g tunic :
meﬂcd it, and casting a great thick cloak on his sir;ew hould

ent to the door. Here waited the prince. till St
‘I‘-Icro Telemachus, loved son of Odyfscus tl"nn a(};lPioat?hcd el
LCaptam of warrior hosts, Zeus-loved Men :lgss Atc'.d
th me return, I beseech, to the well-loved land of St

Qw-for'alrcady my heart is beginnj and of my fathers
‘I;i im then in answer addressed Mg bt il

Telemachus, T will try o | enclaus good at the war-cry:

ince thou yearnst to depart ?‘Eger here to retain thee,
2 hosoever receiveth a sfir;n' or I always censure another,
I'Iho"‘“:th dislike too much fg?e'r i Show?th affection,

qually great is the wrone air measure is better in all things.

rge him ¢t ong ifa host, when hi i ill;

. 0 go—or attempt ¢ Wwhen his guest is unwilling,
rish  present gyesy iffqu o retain him when eager for starting.
Bealt hOWb_cit whilh t’ill : g \_mshcs to leave thee, allow him !
autiful glfts-thou;halt s l‘lnhg, e sacigbe lLl
ce them thyself; and the maids shall be bidden

Get us .
€pa :
200 Prepared in the hal) from the store of provisions




Honour and glory tome it will bring, and to youan advantage

Ere ye depart on a journey so boundless, with food to re Odiracy
Wishest thqu also in Hcll.as and midmost Argos to travgerSh o Xy
Wait—I will come ! T will order them st : i

raightway horses to harness :

Unto the cities of men I will guide thee, and never shall any

Send us away as we came ; some present he surely will o
Either a well-wrought tripod of bronze maybe, gr a lcagll;:o‘:xs’
Or peradventure a couple of mules, ora gold-wrought goblet”’

Him sage Telemachus addressing in turn gave answer :

« Captain of warrior hosts, Zeus-loved Menelaus Atrides

Unto my native land I am fain to return, for behind me :

None, when I came, did I leave asa guard to protect my possessions ;
Else it is like that in seeking my godlike father I perish, :
Or some treasure of worth disappear from the halls of my homestead.”
Now when he heard these words, Menelaus good at the war-cr '
Straightway spake to his wife and the women attendants, and bade them
Get him a dinner prepared in the hall from the store of provisions,
Meanwhile thither approached Boéthous’ son, Etedneus,

Newly arisen from sleep—for he dwelt not far from the palace.

Him Menelaus commanded to kindle a fire, and upon it

Roast of the meat; and he heard the behest, nor was slow to obey it.
Then to the fragrant room of his treasure descended the hero,
Neither alone did he go ; Megapenthes followed, and Helen.

Now when he came to the place where stored were all of the treasures,
Forthwith prince Menelaus a twy-cupped goblet selected,

Also his son Megapenthes he ordered to carry a wine-bowl

Solid of silver ; and Helen to wardrobe-boxes betook her,

Where rich-broidered apparel was hoarded, the work of her needle ;
Hence uplifted a garment and took it the fairest of women,

One that was richest embroidered of all of the robes and the largest,
Glistering, like to a star ; and the lowest of all it waslying.

‘Then to the front of the palace they passed, and here they dlsc_ovcrcd
Telemachus, and the prince fair-baired Menelaus addressed him:
“Telemachus, the return to thy home, for the which thou art sflghmg,
May it be granted by Zeus, loud-thundering husband 9f Hera!

Mine is the granting of gifts ; and of heirlooms stored in my palace
One will I give, most fair, most precious of all my possessions;

Yea I will give thee a bowl rich-worked ; itis solid of silver

All of it, save that in gold are finished the lips of the vessel ;

Wrought was the bowl by Hephaestus; and hero Phaedimus gaveit, 201



Odyssey King

Xr

of Sidon, when once in his palace I sojourned

ng of the pcOPlcmg home. This cup will I also present thee,”

While I was voyag

laus the prince, and the twy-cupped chalice

ak:l: i\;l }i?scgucst : agd the stalwa.rt youth Mcgapemhcs
1, and in front of him stationed the glittering vesse

S Fqilver; and next came fair-faced Helen anigh him,
Solid of st ob:‘: in her hands, and she spake ang:l greeted him saying :
Holdmbg ?nf thee a present, my well-loved child—a memento—
«] tc:io rrlk% f Helen—her gift for the longed-for day of thy marriage,
Han w:obc for thy wife. Let thy mother belc:v’d in the meanwhile
E:cr;taaside in her chamber ; and may’st thou in safety and gladness
Co{ne to thy well-built home once more and the land of thy fathers |”
These words spoken she reached him the robe, and with joy he received .
All of the presents did then Peisistratus take, and he stowed them

Into the chest of the car, upon each of them gazing in wonder.

These words Sp
Placed in the han
Brought him the bow

Now to the palace he led them, the fair-haired prince Menelaus,
Here, so soon as they sat them adown on the couches and armchairs,
Water for washing of hands by a maiden was brought in an ewer
Beautiful, golden, and over a basin of silver she poured it,
Bidding them wash ; and she stationed a polished table beside them.
Then did a grave house-dame bring bread, and she laid it before them,
Lavishly adding thereto from her stores full many a dainty.
Nigh them Boéthous’ son stood carving the meat and dispensing,
While that the bearer of wine was the son of renowned Menelaus.
Then did they stretch forth hands to the food that was 1 ying before them,
Till, when at last they had lost all lon ging for meat and the wine-cup,
Forthwﬁh Telemachus and Nestor’s glorious offspring
Yoking the horses and up on the rich-wrought chariot mounting
Ig;ave from the gate of the house and the loudly reéchoing portal.
Brit::r 'themglastcd on foot fair-hairediMenelaus Atrides
in%l}r:gnae ul:npcr-—a chalice of gold full-brimmed—in his right hand,
s th};:—hear ted, to pour as libation before they departed. : e
“Now fgr lorses he stood, and restrained them and uttered his speeding
TlE ewell to you both, young men! and to Nestor the chieftain
Y 0y greeting, for like to a father he treated me kindly

While 1 .
= 1n the Trojan land were warring the sons of Achaea.”

im sa = WAl
“Yea, ags;:urf:(lﬁm-a‘:hus addressing in turn made answer:
Y Justas thoy biddst, Zeus-loved Menelaus,

1l we shall : )
o dltellhim whene’er we arrive ; and I would that as surely
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Coming to Ithaca’s isle twere mine to discoy
There in his home, and to tell him of al] tho er Odysseus

Ere I returned thus laden with many a beau

Odysse
u hast shown me of kindness ?l 4

tiful treasure,” 157 - 198

F’en as he spake these words on the right came
Bearing ? grcathwhitcdgt}os?_ in the clutch of his
Robbed from the yard of a farm ; and a clamorouy :

Women and men—but the bird, when it now fall nigh frn ool 4 g
Suddenly swoopf:d to the right in the front of the horses Exﬁﬁin 58
All of them saw it, and warm was the hope that arose in their bosom

Broken by Nestor’s son Peisistratus first was the silence - %

« Captain of warrior hosts, Zeus-loved Menelaus, bethir;k thee

Whether to us or to thee some deity sendeth this omen !”

winging an eagle,
talons—a tame one

Thus did he speak, and in doubt was the warlike prince Menelaus
How to respond to the youth and the portent rightly interpret.

Ere he replied forestalled him the long-robed Helen and answered :
« Listen, for lo I will utter a thing that the blesséd immortals

Put in my heart to predict—and I trow it will find a fulfilment.
E’en as to capture the goose that was feeding secure by the farmstead
Down from the mountain he swooped, from his native haunts and his eyrie,
Thus shall Odysseus, with all of his toils and his wanderings ended,
Come once more to his home and avenge him—or even already
There is arrived, and already is plotting the doom of the suitors.”
Her sage Telemachus addressing in turn made answer :

“ May it be granted by Zeus, loud-thundering husband of Hera!
Then in the land of my birth as a goddess I'll ever invoke thee.”

Speaking, he smote with the lash at the horses: in eager excitement
Thorough the streets of the city and out to the open they galloped.

So for the whole of the day kept shaking the yoke on their shoulders,
Till, when the sun sank down and darkened was every I'Oad_wa)’:

Unto the township of Phera they came, and the house of Diocles,
Offspring of Orsilochus, who was son of the river Alphéus.
Here did they rest for the night, and as host he entreated them kindly.

Now when the morning was newly arisen, the roseate-fingered,

Yoked they the horses and up on the rich-wrought chariot mounting

Drave from the gate of the house and the loudly reéchoing p ortal

Then did he whip to a start, and the steeds flew eagerly onward,

Till ere long they arrived at the steep-built city of Pylos. 203



k Telemachus and to Nestor s son he ?.ddrecslsc;i him : :

Odyssey Here spake - ratus—couldst thou not promise and also accomplish
XV .‘TFH;JH::II::E; We can claim thata llfelong friendship unites us,

194- 232 This tha father by thine was belov’d—and in age we are equals ;

Since that Y f heart still more will this journey contribute,

%y ;::g, ;onc::‘;f:!‘:_i;(;r’ I pray, but allow me to halt by my vessel,
a

: ing (as I fear) in his palace detain me,

e thhc\:I:I?:: ;{?r:gge(ss——for lzomc it};s need that I hasten.”
Eagerdt%shé’s eak. and a while with his heart Peisistratus communed
}’Eﬁlﬁitlwas sc};ml); to make him the promise and also fulfil it.

Thus as he pondered thereon this plan seemed surely the _thtcr :
Turning his horses he came to the beach and the swxf_‘t-wm ged vessel ;
Here on the poop of the ship he cmbar.kcd the magmﬁccnt.prcsents,
All of the raiment and gold that the prince Menelaus had given ; :
Then he addressed him with swift-winged words and exhorted him, saying :
« Haste thee aboard, and the whole of thy company b.id.to embark them,
Ere I arrive at the palace and bring to my father the tidings,

Since right well do I know in the mind and the spirit within me,

Such is his obstinate temper, he ne’er will allow thy departure ;

Hither himself he will come to invite thee, nor ever, believe me,

Empty return, and despite thy excuse will be terribl y angered.”

These words spoken, he started his fair-maned horses and drave them

On to the Pylian city, and soon was arrived at the palace.

Telemachus meanwhile uproused and commanded his shipmates :

“Set ye in order the gear, good friends, in the black-hulled vessel,

So we can get us aboard and be making a start on the journey.”

Thus when he spake ri ght gladly they hark’d to his words and obeyed him.
Quickly they mounted the vessel and sat them adown on the benches.

So was he busied and making oblation and vows to Athene
oo by the stern of the ship, when a man drew nigh him, an exile,
(P?:c tgat had murdered a m_an.and was fled from a distance, from Argos,
Fo?:;ﬁ ?S aPP‘iOPth and claiming descent from the stock of Melampus.
Rich v:az thy 05, the mothef of flocks, was the home of Melampus ;
Tillat tho ] € man and of mighty estate in the Pylian people,
Fleeino th asttoa country of strangers he came from his homeland,

g the proudest of all men living, the arrogant Neleus,

Him who : ; : ; .
Kept the(r)n ;;d' fs's:-iii his possessions and durin g a year’s revolution

Heavily f Meantime, in the dwelling of Phylacus prisoned,
204 y tettered he lay and suffered grievous afHlictions.




“Itoo wander afar—for I murdered a man in my homeland,

Cause of it all was the daughter of Neleys—q

: and his bli
Terrible blindness of heart that was sent by t}‘?c \:len g;sfsll IE":‘:if:les:, Odyssey
Yet this doom he cscap'ed., and the bellowing cattle to Pylos ys. Xy
Back out of Phylace driving avenged on the godlike Neleus 283-273

All of that shameful deed, and he brough
Neleus' daughter, and gave her as wife ; then he left for far land

E’en for the horse-rich pastures of Argos; and here he was fatag >
Further to dwell and to rule o’er many a son of the Argives e

Here did he marry a wife, and a high-roofed homestead he.built him;
Antiphates he begat and Mantius, progeny stalwart ; ;
Offspring of Antiphates was the valiant-hearted Ojcles :

Then was Oicles the sire of the warrior Amphiar4us, ,

Him who was shown by Apollo and Zeus that beareth the aegis

Every manner of love. Eld’s threshold still he attained not,

Since that he perished at Thebes through gifts to a treacherous woman.
Amphiaraus was father of Antilochus and Alcmaeon.

Two sons Mantius also begat, Polypheides and Cleitus.

Cleitus was taken from earth by the Morning, the golden-enthronéd,
All for his beauty’s sake—and he dwelleth amid the immortals,

While that the high-souled prince Polypheides was made by Apollo
Greatest of seers, since living no longer was Amphiaraus,

He to the town Hyperesia moved, enraged with his father ;

Here did he make him a home and predicted the future for all men.
Now it was this man’s son, Theoclymenus named, who approaching
Closely to Telemachus, stood there at his side and beheld him

Pouring libation and praying beside of his swift black vessel. .
Then he uplifted his voice and with swift-winged words he addressed him
“Friend, since just in the act of performing oblation I find thee,

Lo, by thy gift to the god and the deity’s self I beseech thee,

Yea and thy life and the lives of the men that attend thee as shipmates,
Answer me truly the question I ask thee, nor try to conceal it, it
Whence and what mortal thou beest. Tell too of thy city and parents.

t to the home of his brother

Him sage Telemachus addressing in turn made answer: .
“Yea, O stranger, the truth will I tell thee and Plamly declare it.
Ithaca’s isle is the land of my birth, and my sire is Odysseus—

Were he alive | —but alas, by a grievous doom he is perished. :
Wherefore now I am come with my men and my b};;c_k—hulled v::iss:
Tidings to seek of my sire who so long is away from his h?me.lan :
Then did the godlike seer Theoclymenus answer him saying :
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h many a brother and many a kinsman
hfitc}};a;asturcg of Argos—Achaeans of station,
ance, before that the darkness of death overtogk me,
m fated from people to people to wander,
Sl ; anllag:%na:}:iyaship—-as a fu gitiv;, lo, I beseech thee |—
gwtct}r:le;asgau lay mé; for closely, methinks, do they follow behind me,”
es

ibe, t
Odyssey One of my tribe,
.{?I - There in the horse-

213-311 Fearing their venge

Himsa e Telemachus addressing in turn gave answer :
« I:Tay igfthou wishest it, ne’er will I drive thee away from my vessel,
2

i I Also at home thou art welcome to all we can give thee.”

e e dend e o bt of e

ing, he laid it reclined on the deck of the = alley.
$Et:1ncgr;1barkin gaboard of the ocean-voyaging vessel
Nigh to the steerage he sat him adown, and closely beside him
Bade Theoclymenus sit, and the shipmates loosened ic hawser.
Forthwith Telemachus uproused and commanded his comrades
Set their hands to the gear, and they speedily rose and obeyed him.
Raising the pinewood mast to its height, in the cleft of_' the cross-bar
Firmly they fixed it, and bracing it taut to the prow with the forestays
Hoisted the fair white sails with the ropes tight-twisted of oxhide,
Sent was a favouring breeze by the grey-eyed goddess Athene,
Sweeping with vehement gusts thro’ a clear blue sky, that the vessel
Over the salt sea water with speed might finish her journey.
Soon past Crouni they sailed and the beautiful river of Chalcis,
Till, when the sun sank down and darkened was every roadway,
Sped by the breezes of Zeus she was near to the haven of Pheae,
Then passed Elis the wonderful land where rule the Epeans.
Thence to the Pinnacled Isles he directed the course of the vessel,
Wondering whether his death were lying before him or safety.

gm‘v in the hut was Odysseus again with the good old swineherd
T{'tlt]mg }?t supper, and all of the farmyard fellows beside them,
L C’n“;n?}]l at Jast tht.:y had lost all pleasure in meat and the wine-cu P>
Whether hﬁ m}tl.’nlst did Odysseus begin, thus testing the swineherd
eret ¢still was inclined to entreat him with kindness and bid him
oremain at the farm or to urge him to visit the city:

(13 L'
Ear;St tt}(n)emy words, Eufnaeus, and all of you others, his fellows !
Th Y the morn ] am minded to get me adown to the city ;

here wil] | beg, lest h 4

ive me advice o g ere both master and men I shall ruin.
Unto the city &lit}\; ouchsafe me a guide right trusty to lead me
206 In1talone [ shall fare, as I needs must,




wandering round in the hope that a Cup or a crust will be offered

Also I mean to arrive at the palace of godlike Odysseus Odyssey
There to relate what [ k.now to the wise-souled Pencloibcia &K
Ay and moreover am fain to apply to the insolent suitors 812 - 850

W hether a meal they’ll give me from all
Easily might I sup ply them with service
since (and of this I assure thee and I beg
Under the favour of Hermes the herald
Crowneth the labour of men with the guerdon of grace and of gl
Such is my deftness in serving no mortal can hopc to excel me i
Either at skilfully building a fire or in cleaving the fuel

Ay orat carv'gn g or roasting the meat or at brimming tlr:c wine-cu
Duties at which great folk have service of men that be meaner.” :

their boundless provisions,
» Whatever was wished for,

thee to listen and mark me)
of heaven, who alway

Him then in heavy displeasure addressed Eumaeus the swineherd :
«Qut and alas ! how comes it, my friend, such thought is arisen

Now in thy mind ? By my troth, thou’rt utterly set on perdition,
Thus intending to venture thyselfin the rout of the suitors,

W hose fierce insolence reacheth aloft to the brazen heaven.
Underlings such as thyself these men keep not to attend them ;
Striplings they have, all finely apparelled in mantles and tunics ;
Gleaming with oil is the head and comely the face when a servant
Serveth the men at a feast ; and the polished banqueting-tables

Ever with bread and with flesh and with wine groan heavily laden.
Nay but abide with usstill! There’s none that is harmed by thy presence,
Neither myself nor another of all of my fellows who live here.

Willst thou await the return of the well-loved son of Odysseus,

He will be ready to clothe thee in raiment, in mantle and tunic,

Ay and will send thee wherever thy heart and thy spirit shall call thee.”
Him gave answer at once long-suffering godlike Odysseus :

“ Would, Eumaeus, that Zeus our Father may love thee as I do, .
Since thou hast given me rest from my roamings and terrible hardships.
Nought is an evil for man more sad than to rove as an outcast;

Yet for the belly—accurséd thing !—full many an insult

Beareth a man when he suffers as wanderer pain and privation.

Well now, seein g thou holdest me here, and bidd_st me await him,

Give to me tidings, I pray, of the mother of godlike Odysseus,

Yea and his sire, whom he left on the threshold of eld when he parted.
Are they alive peradventure and still in the realm of the sunhght?

Are they departed already to dwell in the mansion of Hades?
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. o spake Eumacus master of swineherds :
orthgt Rt t%cptruth will I tell thee and plainly declare it.

he liveth ; but Zeus he is ever imploring

ther his soul in the halls of his homestead,

s he the son that is gone and is vanished,

Yea and the wife of his youth, wise Anticleia—for sorely

Grieved he at heart when she died, and to eld un timely it brought him
She too perished of grief for her son—for the noble Odysseus. '
Grievous indeed was her death, and I pray none other may end so
None that is dwelling anigh and is friendly in word and in action:

iving on earth, though living in sorrow,

Now while yet she was 1i
Still was it ever my joy to inquire and learn of her welfare,

Since as her child she had loved and with long-robed Ctimene reared me—
Ctimene, tall fair maiden, the youngest of all of her children—
Reared us together, and little she hon oured me less than her daughter
Now when we both had arrived at the season of love and of beaut .
Her for a countless treasure they sent to a Samian chieftain ; g
Me did my lady—whenas she had given me mantle and tur;ic
Beautiful raiment to clothe me withal, and had shod me in san,dal*
Send to the farm ; but she loved me at heart still more than aforet&',—
Now is my happiness vanished away ; but the blesséd immortal o
grospc:'l the work- of my hands—this task that I alway attend :los-
St?ﬁaila;ln:g;gh is my food and my drink, and I give to the honest.

I, e to gain no pleasant news of my mistress
Neither by word nor deed—for the house by a pl 1S 1
Even this insolent horde ; and a thrall hath A fgu};’: 1 lnf“fSth:
g;w :tln:i agair}l1 with his lady to speak and tg Il-::;nyv:fht;loigﬁgégcd

and to get him a meal and a drink, and a tri ,
s : ,and a trifle to carr

to the farm—such trifles as comfort the heart of a s);rvant."

Odyssey
o «Well, O stranger,

51880 Touching Laertes—
Out of his body to W1
So unspcakably mourn

Him theni
3 Heav’:sl !lnht;‘gnf:?:}: anr;}wercd and spake deep-plotting Odysseus :
o ou hast wandered when small, Eumaeus the swineherd,
Bt el lt'hl'Om_ thy native land and thy parents !
Perished the wide-w ! Eh”.lg that L ask thee and clearly explain it.
Where was the dwelﬁy d city of warriors, pillaged by foemen
O S T ing-place of thy sire and his lady, th mother ?
Captured by ht:astili;mt while tending the sheep or the c,)xer):
Unto the home of :hmcn wast thou carried aboard and exported

1s master of thine, who purchased thlgc dearly?”

Forthwi
ith'answeri
208 X ring spake Eumaeus master of swineherds :




«Since, O stranger, thou fain wouldst hear of this matter and learn ;

Listen in silence and make thee at ease, and quaff of the winr:: earn it, Odyssey
There as thou sittest. The night at this seasonsis endless : fo -Clup ' .
Time is enough, and to feast or to list to a tale—and thou nclt-::l thplng i
Lay thee to slumber before it is time. Much sleep isa mischic; e
Touching the others, whoever is bid by his heart and his spirit
Now can depart to his bed, and as soon as the morning a ;::1;1t h
After his breakfast is done, let him follow the swine o%'tll:f m;:tt ’
We two here in the cottage remaining, and drinking and fCaStizr'
Each will deli ght him in hearing the toils and the griefs of the o%l;
While we relate of the past—since trouble is sweet to remember Cr,
After it ends, for a man that hath wandered afar and hath suffered
So I will tell thee of all that thou fain wouldst learn of the matter. -

There is an isle Syri€ (thou hast heard its name peradventure)

Past the Ortygian isle, where pauseth the sun and returneth ;

Not so exceedingly full is the island of folk, but is fertile,

Richly abounding in flocks and in herds and in corn and in vineyards.
Famine hath never invaded the land, nor ever another

Pestilence such as afflicts poor mortals grievously ofttimes.

Here when the folk that inhabit the land grow agéd and feeble,

Then with his silvern bow, and with Artemis, cometh Apollo,
Launching his painless bolts, and assails them and suddenly slays them.
Towns in the isle are twain, and the whole is divided amongst them.
Over the one and the other alike ruled solely my father,

Ctesius Ormenides, who a god everlasting resembled.

Once came hither a crew of the famed Phoenician sea-folk,

Hucksters with countless trinkets and gauds in their black-hulled vessel.
Now in the house of my sire wasa young Phoenician woman

Comely and tall and endowed witha deftness in exquisite handwork.
Her with their wileful ways these sly Phoenicians cheated.

Firstly, anigh to the hollow ship, as she tended the washing,

One of them met her and won her by love—such love as deceiveth
Often the womanly heart, yea even of her that is upright.

Then, as the fellow demanded her name and the name of her homeland,
Straight she confessed it, describing the hi gh-roofcd house of her father:
‘Native of Sidon, the city abounding in bronze, I avow mé€,

Daughter of Arybas—one who was lavishly dowered with iches.
Taphians stole me away—sea-roving robbers, who caught me

While from the fields I was coming. They carried me over the ocean
Here to the home of this master of mine ; and he paid for me dearly.
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. cecret had won her address her in answer ;
Odyssey Then did thcmlills]tv:l}:c?ulgc willing to come ‘g’th u};s bad‘;" thy homelang,
¢ ¢Saynow, W ofed house of thy fathf:r an HI;Otf er, :lnf see tl-u:n.q,
jsu-458 Untothe hlgh—rof for I know them t0 live and be fame or-thclf riches.’
Even themselves  address him again, a‘nd she an_swcrcd him saying .
Then did the W;?t;;le so, if ye all were willing, ye sailors,

T ’twcreof:::isc on oath to convey me unharmed to my homeland’
Surely to pr

all of them promised on oath, as she bade the
Thus did she spca}l:;and :rl;clfcr e al; b ot Aol g it Hishey m,
L asctto ¥hgeasailors the woman and answered them sayin g:
Spake once n?li;cc \Tcbuinhie ofyou venture a word to address me,
« Now 1}‘;‘;}; S(:rCW e pass in the street of the village, or_haply
ﬁiﬁf aot he fountain, for fear lest somebody go and relate it
Unto the master at home, and the old man, growing suspicious,
Straitly confine me in bonds and devise some plan to destroy you.
Keep ye the matter in mind. Push forward the purchase of cargo.
Then, when at last your vessel is frei ghted with store o_f provisions,
Speedily send to the palace a message to tell me the tidings.
Gold I will bring you—whatever shall come to the reach of my fingers;
Ay and besides, for my fare, I am willing to make you a present.
There isa child of the goodman . . . I serve as his nurse in the palace—
Such a precocious chit . . . on my walks comes trotting beside me.
Him I shall manage to wheedle aboard ; and a profit enormous
Sure he will bring, wherever to foreign folk ye export him.’

These words spoken, the woman returned to the beautiful mansion.
Now for the whole of a year did the sailors, abiding amongst us,
Traffic and lade on the hollow shi p great store of provisions.

Then, when at last their vessel was freighted and ready for sailing,

gnc of them bearing a message they sent to report to the woman.
o he arrm:d-——sl)r fellow—and entered the house of my father

Bringing a necklace of gold that with droplets of amber was beaded.

Now as the maiden attend :
Crowded around j chcantsand also their lady, my mother,

SRR the hall to examine and handle the trinket,
g their prices, he snlcntly gave to the woman the si gnal.

er the sign he had made to th ;
aking me thep by the handoshec hollow ship he departed.

. : 4
assing th conducted me forth, and it happened,
Left bg thz Ig)ﬁgt};,oigfgl ouse, she discovered the tables and goblets

ad there on my sire been paying attendance—

€set -
© the session ha gone and the place of the people’s assembly.
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o three goblets she took and concealing them well in her bos
SCarricd them off—and I went with the woman in innocent fo(;lr;.
Set was already the sun and darkened was every roadway
Ere to the far-famed haven we came—thou gh urgently hasting—
W here was at anchor the vessel of those Phoenician seamen,
Forthwith now they cmba_rkﬁd, and they took us aboard and de
Sailing the watery ways with a stern-wind sent by the Father.
Six days long did we sail—and by night no less than by daytime—
Till when the light of a seventh was added by Father Cronion
Suddenly smit was the woman by Artemis, darter of arrows -

Into the bilge dow n-dropping she plunged asa gull of the oc,can.

Her dead body, to serve as a spoil for the seals and the fishes,

Out of the vessel they cast; and with desolate heart I was left there
Till on the Ithacan isle by the wind and the currents of ocean :
Wafted we happ’d ; and there I was bought by the wealth of Laertes.
Sodid I come to behold this land on the which I am dwellin g

parted,

Then did Odysseus the offspring of Zeus thus answer him saying :

« Ah, Eumaeus, profoundly thou stirrest the spirit within me,

Telling the tale of thy life—of the toils and the woes thou hast suffered.
Natheless unto the evil hath Zeus much happiness added

Bringing thee after thy perils and toils to the home of a master
Kindly—a master that gives thee of food and of drink in abundance,
Tending thee well. "Tis a life right pleasant thou livest—but, ah me!
Ere I arrived I had roamed through many a city of mortals!”

Thus these twain, as they sat, held converse one with another.
Then did they lay them to sleep, for a space not long, buta little.
Soon rose Morning enthroned in her glory.

And now on the sea-shore
Telemachus and his men were striking the sails, and the mast-tree
Quickly they lowered, and pulled with the oars to her moorings the vessel,
Then cast sleepers, and after the stern they had fastened with cables
Out of the vessel they stepped on the surf-beat strand of the ocean,
Where they prepared them a meal ; and they mingled them fiery red wine.
Then, when at last they had lost all pleasure in meat and the wine-cup,
Spake sage Telemachus, and thus he began to address them:
“Ye now hasten ahead to the town with the black-hulled vessel!
Touching myself, I am going to visit the farms and the herdsmen.

fter inspecting the fields I shall come to the city at nightfall.

Odysse Yy
XV
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as wages due for the voyage,

er :
ol offer, savoury wine for a banquet.”

Odyssey Early the morn Ish £ meat and of

) 4 Lavish 3bundance 0 hi .
06- 544 : lymenus answer him saying :
5 Then did the godlike seer T"“?ﬁh’i R s Ighig Ay
« Ay but for me; kbound Ithaca’s chieftains will offer me shelter ?
W!ﬁch Ofth]y;-;ckc me my Way forthwith to thy home and thy mother»
Willst tho; lemachus addressing in turn made answer :
Him sage T¢e __to the home of my fathers I'd bid thee

¢ but elsewise, yes—! g ? ;
‘S‘t?":g}ftlto proceed; for it fails not in welcome to guests; but thou mightst there

: ce shall be absent myself, and my mother
?l’}:lzriailiﬁ)gollélzﬁgc . for little she cares in the halls with the suitors
O;t to appear, but alone in her upper apartmcnt.shc weaveth.

Nay, I will name thee another—a man’woul'd give thc? a welcome.
Eurymachus he is called, wise Polybus’ glorious offspring.

He asa god by the people of Ithaca now is regarded,

Being a man far better than all of the rest ; and he greatly

Longeth my mother to win and to rule in the stead of Odysseus.

Ah but the Father alone who dwells on the heights of Olympus
Knows if he first will vouchsafe them espousals or utter destruction.”

Scarce had he spoken when, lo, on the right came flying a falcon,
Messenger bird of Apollo, the soaring hawk, in his talons

Clutching and tearing a dove ; and to earth fell floating the feathers
"Twixt where Telemachus was reclining and beached was his vessel ;
Whom then apart from the rest of the men Theoclymenus calling,
Gave him a clasp of the hand, as he opened his lips and addressed him :
“Sureasasign froma god on the right came flying the falcon !

Yeaand assoon as I saw it I knew that the bird was an omen.

Telemachus, more royal than yours no race is existin

Here in the Ithacan land ; ye shall aye be established in power."

E‘I értn sage Telemachus addressin g in turn made answer :
Therr;ln'.:}glzlrt’ Ihpray for t.he word thou hast spoken to find a fulfilment ;
T, fl’omt ouspeedily find both friendship and many a present ;
These wordlsm:__i_:uch that whoever shall meet thee will hold thee as blesséd.
“Clyting' so SPI? en, he called Peiraeus, his trusty companion :

€ to obe 11: fm}rlaeus’ of all thou’rt ever the foremost
Now too li).étc;? : ('f Renshat as shipmates followed to Pylos.
Carefully tcnd’ha-n take our friend asa guest to thy homestead !

dly entreat him until my arrival !”’

Bl im and kin
c S . . . .
207 Pearman renowned, Peiracus, address him in answer :




« Telemachus, yea surely ; and thinkest thou lon g to remain here,

Od
gtill he shall stay as my guest, nor ever be wanting in welcome.” ,!! ;:ey

h 545 - 557
These words uttered he mounted the vessel and called to his comrades,

Bidding them also embark and unloose from the moorings the cables.

Then did they get them aboal:d and they took their seats on the benches.
Telemachus meanwhile on his feet bound beautiful sandals,

Also his spear bronze-bladed and mighty, of terrible keenness,
Took from the deck ; and the men made loose from the moorings the cables.

Then out-thrusting they sailed for the town, as the prince had commanded,
Even the well-loved son of the hero, godlike Odysseus.

Him on his way bare swiftly his feet, till he came to the farmstead
Where was the numberless drove of his swine, and the good old swineherd
Watching them even by night, with devotion true to his masters.
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'ODYSSEY BOOK XVI

OW in the hut was Odysseus again with the voo i

Making him ready a breakfast gt dawn on th\':g ﬁr:el ?ﬁg;gzgel?iirddled
After the herdsmen had started with droves of the pigs to the pastu;es
Telemachus then approached ; and the dogs from theirbarkin gi nccss;nt
?eascd astheyfawned on their master, & godlike Odysseus perceived the

' Fawning in joy—and a sound as of footsteps approaching resounded 2
Quickly he turned to the swineherd, and swift-winged words he addressed him:

~ «Surely, methinks, Eumaeus, a comrade of thine, or acquaintance :

" Soon will be here, for the dogs have suddenly ceased from their ba;kin

Ay and they fawnin delight ; and I notice a noise as of footsteps.” ;

* All these words not yet had he uttered when, lo, in the doorwa

. Stood his belovéd—hisson! Up leapt in amazement the swineherd,

- Out of his hands down-dropping the vessels with which he was busied
 Mixing the glittering wine, and to welcome his master he hastened,

* Kissed him on both of his cheeks, on his beautiful eyes and his forehead,
* Kissed him on both of his hands, while big tears fell from his eyelids.

~ Justasa father who welcomes his son with a tender affection,

~ One that was absent for ten long years in a distant country,

* Even his darling, his only begotten, whom much he hath grieved for,

. Thus to the godlike Telemachus did the good old swineherd

* Cling,and he kissed himand kissed him, asone that had "scaped from destruction,
- While with a pitiful cry these swift-winged words he addressed him :

. “Telemachus, sweet light of my eyes, thou art come ! and I thought not
. E'er to behold thee again when I knew thee departed for Pylos!

* Enter, my child, my belov’d, come, enter ! 1long to rejoice me

| Seeing thee here in my home just safely arrived from a far land.

' Seldom it haps that thou comest to visit thy farm and thy herdsmen ;

. Ever thou bidest at home, and thou seemest to find it a pleasure

There to remain and to gaze at the ravening horde of the suitors.”

Him sage Telemachus addressing in turn gave answer :

| “ Well, I will do as thou biddest me, dad ; ’tis for this I am come here,
Even to see thee and learn all news thou art able to give me,

Whether my mother is still at the palace, or whether already

One of the wooers has won her to wife, and the bed .of'Odysseus 3

Stript of its bedding is lying befouled, all covered with cobwebs.

Forthwith answerin g spake Eumaeus master of swineherds : .



dly, sti dfast hcan:l'. she ]:bi)dctl; e
ssuredly, . and fille with the gloom of her sorro
There in the b og th::iil}:ii:: night, while ever she weepeth.” 4
da l::ﬂ ?;1" spear bronze-bladed he took from his master,
. I:: ;hreshold of stone and cntered_ the cottage
::l his father Odysseus, who saw h‘nn approaching,
te him his seat; but the youth restrained and addressed him :
it . O stranger ! A seatno doubt I shall find me
‘S‘S::a::\rc}l:?:llsc’in my farm—and here is the man to provideit!”
0

Then stept OVer
Telemachus; an

: and Odysseus again sat down, and the swineherd
sTtl::;g:idf:: : ;::aa:c %recn brgnches a%?i covered them o’cl: wit}} a sheepskin ;
Here forthwith did the well-loved son of Odysseus r.cclmc him,

While that the trenchers of meat were sct by the swineherd before them,
Even the rest of the roast that was left of the evening supper ;

Bread morcover he busily hasted to pile in the baskets,

Wine too, sweet as the honey, he mixed in a2 mazer of ivy ;

Then did he sit him adown in the front of the godlike Odysseus.

So they extended their hands to the food that was lying before them,
Till, when at last they had lost all longing for meat and the wine-cup,
Then spake Telemachus addressing the good old swineherd :

«Dad, whence cometh the stranger, thy guest ? how haps it that sailors
Brought him to Ithacan land ? what folk did they boast to belong to?
Secing, methinks, it was never on foot that he hither has journeyed.”

Him then in answer addressed these words Eumaeus the swineherd :

“ Well, now listen, my son, for the whole of the truth I will tell thee.

First, he avows that his home is the widespread island of Creta.

Then he affirms he has strayed through many a city of mortals

Ceaselessly drifting about: such fate did a deity spin him.

haslttliy};pscaped froma sh-ip in the which Thesprotian sea-folk

D° " im 35.513}’6, he arrived at the farm—and to thee I consign him.
eal with him iust as thou willst. Asa suppliant, lo, he entreats thee.”

Hi b i
m sage Telemachus addressing in turn gave answer :

H‘?\l: CEa‘:lﬂllfi:‘-:)lS;ltn sooti} tis a-gricvous word thou hast spoken.
L myse{Jf-__(i receive this stranger as guest in my homestead ?
b am still but a youth, nor as yet can I trust me

8th of my hands, should any assail me in anger,

While for m e
Whether Wif}uktnmher—-_h":r heart is divided asunder with doubtings

me :
216 toremain and attend to the needs of the household,




Honouring duly thebed of her lord and the voice of the people ;

Or is she meaning to follow as bride some Ithacan chieftain :

Best of the suitors that woo her—whose offer of gifts is the iargcst ?
Touching the stranger—as now he is come to thy home, I shall give him
Beautiful raiment to clothe him withal, both mantle and tunjc -

Also a two-edged s.word will T give, and provide him with sancials

Ay and will send him wherever his heart and his spirit shall call him
Eise, if thou wishest to k.ccp him thyselfasa guest at the farmstead :
Clothes will I send for him hither and plentiful store of provisions ’
Eatables—lest the expense bring ruin on thee and thy fellows. ,
Thither to go—to the suitors—I certainly ne’er will permit him

Seeing in truth these men are mightily wanton and cruel, !

Lest they insult him—a thing that to me were terribly grievous,—

Ay, they can injure him too—for the one midst many opponents,
Though right sturdy he seems, were quickly o’ermastered by numbers.”

Him then in answer addressed long-suffering godlike Odysseus:

« Friend—for I trow I possess thy permission to offer an answer—
Truly the heart in my bosom is wounded to hear thee recountin g

All of the wanton and insolent deeds by the suitors committed

There in the halls of thy home, in despite of thyself and thy manhood.
Say, is it really thy will to submit ? or else do the people

Hold thee perhaps in abhorrence, induced by a warning from heaven ?
Lay’st thou the fault on thy brothers—on whom to support him in fighting
Trusteth a man, how grievous soever the feud that ariseth ?

Would that I too were young and with suchlike feelings affected,
Either the son of Odysseus the peerless, or even Odysseus

Come from his wanderings back (since ever to hope is permitted);
Then might even an alien churl cut the head from my shoulders

Were I to fail me in proving a bane to the whole of that rabble,

Going at once to the halls of the son of Laertes, Odysseus.

Should however their numbers, alone as I stand, overwhelm me,
Verily willing I were far rather to fall in my homestead,

Ay and to die, than for ever to see such shameful procedure,

Guests disgracefully treated, and servant-maids of the housghold

Haled by the men thro’ the halls of my beautiful home to dishonour ;
Wine too wastefully drawn, and the fellows feasting and fcastmg. ”
Recklessly—all for an end that is vain and shall ne’er be accom plished.

Him sage Telemachus addressing in turn gave answer :

“Well, O stranger, the truth will I tell thee and plainly declareit: g
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e at all disliketh or hates me,
ither the whole nt;:f téifofcgﬂ__on whom to support him in fighting
x7i_Noristhefaulty : :eyous soever the feud that ariseth,
lije O Trupteti s man,.on hath doomed our race in its heirs to be single.
Blnc CI‘OI:: that was born to Arceisius, even Laertes ;
So;c Wass t‘]}:: :gn of Laertes, Odysseus my fathe_r, who l_eft me
Sole Y"ah. alace as heir, nor ever had joy O.fhls offspring ;
ouieal L at by foes unnumbered is holden my homestead.

S h
Hence it is come t St : :
All of the foremost men who as chieftains rule in the islands,

: chium and the woodland heights of Zacynthus,
iﬁtzsda:sdngil;r aswell asin rockbounfi Ithaca lord it,
Alyl come wooing my mother and wasting the wealth of the household,
She meanwhile dares neither reject their hateful proposals
Nor can she end it ; and thus do the men, consumlr}g,odcvoprmg,
Ruin my home ; me too they will soon o’erwhelm in its ruin.
Nay but we know not the truth ; on the knees of the gods it is lying !
Dad, come haste thee awat}r, and to wise-souled Penelopeia
Say she hath gotten me s2 ely returned from the journey to Pylos.
Here I shall stay. Come hither as soon as the message is given. _:
Only to her shalt thou giveit. Letnone of the other Achaeans |
Know of it, since full many 2 man plots evil against me.”

Him then in answer addressed these words Eumaeus the swineherd :
« Ay but I know it, I know it, and well understand what thou biddest !
Yet come, tell me a thing that I ask thee and plainly declare it !
While on the road shall I take to Laertes also a message ?
IS*Ivcr till ;:ow hath the poor old man, though mourning Odysseus,

een to the work of the fields, and together with thralls in the farmstead
Ever hath eaten and drunk when the heart in his bosom enjoined him
Since however the day thou didst sail in the vessel for Pylos :
II?TSJ‘;C}: ; tt;lf}:]y say, hath he eaten or drunken again as afor)étime

vor hath he seen to the work . o -
Sitteth and mourns, and‘:}?; ﬂ:sfht}cl)i {;lglsdbs, o W;_ S o i
Him save Telemachusaddiensis o ones is for ever decreasing.
“Yea, itissad ; but I leave hi gl Yo s

Were all thi im alone, though truly it grieves me.

: ings to depend somehow on the ruli
First would both of us choose f 3 s tungoiBlostel
By —now afte s ¢ for my father to come to the homeland.
ander in quest of Laertzagg’ return—nor away to the country
Send her attendant as qu; f{l ut speak to my mother and bid her
b quickly as e’er she is able, the house-dame,

Secretly :—she ;
she is the e
3 Ys the one should carry the news to the grandsir i
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Hearing the message, the swineherd ar
Fastened them under his feet, and he
Failed not to note, as he came from t
Nigh she approached, and in form s
Beautiful,'stately of person, and skil
Right in the door of the cottage she
Neither by Tclem.achus was she seen, though standin g before him
(Nowise to all do immortals reveal them in visible presence);

Only Odysseus perceived her, and also the dogs ; but they barked not ;
Whining they slunk them away to the end of the cottage and cowcrcd’.
Then did she nod to him, movin g her brows ; and the godlike Odysseus
Noting it went from the cottage and passin g the wall of the farmyard
Halted before her; and thus did the goddess Athena address him :
«Zeus-born son of Laertes, thou wise and wileful Odysseus,

Now is the moment to speak to thy son and reveal him thy story ;
Soshall ye forgefyou a plot for the doom and the death of the suitors.
Then to the far-famed city descend ; nor fear ye that I too

Long shall delay to be nigh you—so fiercely I'yearn for the combat.”
Spake, and her golden wand she extended, and lo, as it touched him,
Firstly a fair fresh mantle around him was cast, and a doublet

Covered his breast, and renewed was his body in stature and manhood ;
Dark once more was the tint of his skin, and in face he was fuller ;
Blue-black bristled the beard once more on his chin as aforetime.

oused him and, takin g his sandals
(6)
went to the town ; but Athene 2 dyssey

he farm, Eumaeus the swineherd. 154‘\.1;‘;:
he had likened herselfto a woman

ful in exquisite handwork.

stood and appeared to Odysseus ;

This when the goddess had wrought she departed again, and Odysseus
Back to the cottage returned ; and his well-loved son with amazement
Stared—and averted his eyes in his dread to behold an immortal. ;
Then did he open his i ps and with swift-winged words he addressed him :
*“ Wholly another a moment agone, O stranger, thou seemedst.

Other the clothes thou art wearin g and other is also thy person ;

Sure thou art one of the gods who inhabit the infinite heaven.

Nay then, grant us thy grace! We will offer thee grateful oblatlons—I 3
Vessels of gold, well wrought, will we give. Have mercy and spare us!

Him then in answer addressed long-suffering godlike Oflysscu.s : o
“Sooth, I am none of the gods. Why deemst thou me like an immorta
Nay, I am nought but thy father—the father for wfjl,om thou lamentest,
Su&‘cring many a woe and many an insult enduring.

These words uttered, his son he embraced, and he kissed him, and teardrops

Fell from his cheek to the earth. (Till now he had ever restrained them.) g




411 doubting the man was his father,
chus nath:ll;sisg lsit;)lsl, and in alglswm' he spake to him saying :
ore opene Odysseus my sire, but a spirit from heaven
\ epuile me; that ever the more I shall mourn in my sorrow,
Come to ;% wonders as these be devised by the wit of a mortal,
Ne'er mig ¢ by himself; buta god that was present to aid him
Never at least DY lled, might make one youthful or aged.

. - [ hc w . .. .
’Easd}’,t,)lll:iiamoment agone thou wast old and in pitiful raiment ;
g“;fsthou .rt like to the gods who inhabit the infinite heaven.”

0 r
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: . oower addressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus:
y%ﬁ:;itﬁi;nno peed to be filled with exceeding an}azcmen)t(
Only for this—that thy father is here once more in his homestead.
Ne'er will another Odysseus return but the man that thou seest here,
Even myself, as I am. Long, long have I suffered and wandered ;
Now in the twentieth year I am come to the land of my fathers.
Touching this marvel, Athena the driver of spoil hath performed it,
Making me such as she pleased (to the gods are possible all things),
Changing menow to a beggar in semblance—a moment thereafter
Turning me into a youth that is clad ina beautiful garment.
Easy isall for the gods who inhabit the infinite heaven,
Either to grant to a man great glory or clse to abase him.”

These words spoken, he sat him adown. Then bursting in tears fell
Telemachus on the neck of his valiant father and kissed him.

Now in the bosoms of both was a longing awakened for wailing ;

Loudly they cried ; more ceaseless the cry than of birds that bewail them,
gsireys or crook-claw’d vultures lamenting the loss of their younglings

S obbed from the nest by a churl ere yet they had gotten their feathers;

YO e;ncc;sali:tl)t fell from their eyelids the pitiful teardrops ;

F da:ottzhc light of the sun were set on the long lamentation

«What wa: g’::{t °f13 sudden exclaimed, addressing his father:

Unto the Ithacan .sssle ?and what was the crew, dear father, that brought thee
Seeing, meth; isle? What folk do they boast to belong to ?

g methinks, it was never on foot that thou hither hast journeyed.”

Him :
“Weﬁh:: ‘;n 1:;:tswer addressed long-suffering godlike Odysseus :
Here was ] i;)ro: n};n{? son—for the whole of the truth I will tell thee : :
Homeward safclg tby the famed Phaeacian seamen, who ofttimes |
&20 y escort some wandering wight who arrives there.




While I was lying asleep on the swift-winged v

Over the ocean, and set me on Ithaca ; glo%iouse;izlsc:l}::sy o iy
Also they gave me of bronze and of gold and of woven apparel i
These by the grace of the gods are safely bestowed in a cavern i g
Now am [ hither arrived by the hest and the help of Athene ;

So that we two may plan for the slaying of foes that molest l.;S

Come now, tell me the tale of the suitors! recount me the number !

So shall I learn how many and who be the men to be dealt with.

Ay and shall counsel me well with the valiant spirit within me ,

Pondering whether we twain shall be able alone to oppose them

Sole and unaided, or needs must seek for the succour of others.”

Him sage Telemachus addressing in turn gave answer:

« Father, it’s true that I ever was told of thy wonderful prowess,
Told of thy might in the battle as well as thy wisdom in counsel ;
Still—too bold is thy speech. Dread holdeth me. Never, believe me,
Two could hope to contend with so many and valiant foemen,

Nor is it merely a ten, or a double of ten, that they number ;

Greater by far is the tale ; thou shalt learn it at once ; I will count them.
Hailing from Dulichium, of the choicest youths of the island,

Fifty and two, and they bring in their train six pages to serve them.
Then from the island of Samos a couple of dozen of chieftains;

Also a score at the least of Achaean youths from Zacynthus;

Lastly, of Ithacan nobles a dozen—the pick of the princes.

Medon the herald is present with these, and an exquisite singer,

Also a couple of carles right skilful in carving at banquets.

Thus, if the whole of the number we find in the palace collected,
Bitter and baleful I fear might prove the attempt to avenge thee.

Nay but reflect if perchance thou art able to find usa helper;

Think if thou knowest of one that is heartily willing to aid us.”

Him then in answer addressed long-suffering godlike Odysseus:

“ Well, I will tell thee the truth. Attentively listen and mark me !
Think now ! Gained we the help of Athena and also her Father,
Were it sufficient ? or need I to think of another to aid us?”

Him sage Telemachus addressing in turn gave answer :

“Truly redoubtable helpers I hold them—the two that thou namest.
Yea, and althou gh far off in the clouds they are sittting, they 51’150
Rule all things on the earth—not only among the immortals.
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wer addressed long-suffering godlike Odysseus:
n anstmc chalt thou find these twain to absent them
long ;fthc battle, as soon as the suitors and we two

. myv palace the fury of Ares.
Put to the teﬁt ml zilzshaaglts:osfo Sgol:] SR morn)ir i
Well now, t :zsm and consort thee again with the insolent suitors,
Thou shaltfi_;zr“a while, shall the swineherd lead to the city
Me then, 2 et old beggar of pitiful aspect. ;
Likened g2 here in my home, let the heart in thy bosom

ishonour me, t
gl;?;lli tcl::iyuf:it:):khough right cruel the treatment I suffer;

o ¢ alone by the feet to the gate of the palace,
E;r:anaﬁl;:{ag]iag:lwith n%iss{lcs——bc cglrn and behold it in silence !
Natheless, speak an thou wilt, and advise them to cease from their folly !
Urgeand enjoin them with gentle entreaty ! But ne’er, I assure thee,
Ne'er will they listen ; for truly the day of their doom is upon them.
Also a thing will I say, which carefully mark apd remember :

Should in her wisdom the goddess Athena remind and exhort me,
Then with a nod I shall give thee asign ; and as soon as thou not’st it,
All of the weapons of war we possess in the palace collecting
Stow them away in the lofty recess of the room of the treasure,
Every one—and with words of persuasion addressing the suitors
Try to cajole them, if missing the arms they shall ply thee with questions.
Say: ‘I've stowed them because of the smoke. They resemble no longer
Those once left by Odysseus behind him when sailing for Troyland ;
Ruined is all by the breath of the fire, where’er it has reach ed them.
Also a reason was put in my mind by the Father Cronion,

Even the fear lest heated with wine and beginning to quarrel

One on the other ye fall and with blood bring shame on your feastings,
Ay and your wooings ; for iron itself attracteth to bloodshed.’

2{1:3' :zmcnlibcr forusto retain two lances and broadswords,

S c;):};uc }(:f taégcts of oxhide, ready to handle, it

Pallas Athensa ;n possess us thereof; then unto'thmr ruin
S the goddcss and Founscllor Zeus will entice them.

i tho; indégg “;_IILI say, which carefully mark and rememer -

e toit b IOC the l]J]lood of my fathers and truly my offspring,
Neither Laerteys, h?m tlfat Odysseus is here in his homestead ;

None of the thrallsr:;ch may know of it, neither the swineherd ;

Only shall T anq ¢h selt ‘ chPa13063 nor Penelopeia thy mother.

Ay and of some of yh the fidelity test of the women,

the thralls make trial, to gain us assurance

Whethe i .
o r of all stil] any remaineth that fears and respects us,

Oudyssey Him icn 1
02 s Verily n0 o
o6 - 306 Far from the din




Which too payeth thee neither regard nor esteems thee as master.,”

Odyssey
: ightway then in answer add d hie: g ; Xri
Him straig Y, ressed his illustrious offspring : W7 - 848

« Father, methinks, right soon of the spirit tha
Proof thou shalt have. Not at all light-minded frivolity guides me

Yea, but I deem thy intent would nowise bring an advantage 3
Either to thee or to me ; and I urge thee to give it reflexion.

Time thou wilt spend and in vain thus testin g the thralls on the farm-lands
Wandering round ; meanwhile these insolent fellows securel

All our wealth in the palace devour, and the waste is unending.

Still I exhort thee to gain us assurance concernin g the women

Which of them honour thee not and which are guiltless amon’g them.
Going around to the steadings and testing the men I am truly

Loth to advise. "T'were easy to manage the matter hereafter,

Art thou assured of a pledge from the Father that beareth the aegis.”

t dwelleth within me

While these twain held converse together the one with the other
Nearing the Ithacan port was the well-built vessel that erstwhile
Safely from Pylos had brought prince Telemachus and his comrades,
These, when at last they arrived at the deep expanse of the harbour,
High on the sands uphauling the black-hulled vessel they left her,
While that the tackle was borne by a band of courageous attendants.
Quickly to Clytius’ mansion they carried the beautiful presents ;
Then despatching a herald at once to the house of Odysseus

Bade him to carry the message to wise-souled Penelopeia
Telemachus had arrived at the farm and had bidden the vessel

Keep on her course to the town, that the high-souled lady his mother
Now might rest from her fears and the sheddin g incessant of teardrops.

These twain lighted the one on the other—the herald and swineherd—
Both of them seeking the queen, with the selfsame news to impart her.
So, when at last they arrived at the house of the glorious chieftain,
First in the midst of the maiden attendants addressed her thc'heiald .
“Lady, I bring thee a message : thy son isarrived, thy belovéd.’

Then came forward the swineherd and standin g anigh her reported

All of the message her son, her belovéd, had bidden him give her;

Till, when at last he had ended the message enjoined by his master,
Leaving the palace and garths, once more to his swine he betook him.

Now on the soul of the suitors astoniment fell and confusion.

Out of the hall of the palace they passed by the wall of the courtyard. i




sat them adown in the front of the gateway,
Odyssey There on the b;ﬂ:gzsg;}:ﬁ;rince Polybus’son, to address thexp : Y
71 Burymachust ;3 Lfneand an impudent deed hath accomplished
Shh-982 € ComfadCS, tn.l l{ this Voyage we thought hcrd never accomplish,
t L ea wood black vessel, the best of the galleys,
board of it seamen, who quickly as may be
11 carry at once to return to the city.”

Come, let us laun :
Ship then as rowers
Wor:'d to the others sha

: d when, turning his head as he sat there,
Not yet all h:s‘l::gszt‘:::c of the ship in the bay of the harbour
Amphl.nof?aﬂ and the oarage at rest in the hands of the rowers.
é_,:‘;gﬁna 1igh’tsom° laughter he spake in the midst of his comrades :
«Hurry is none for 2 message—Behold ! they are here in the harbour,
Either a deity told them or else peradventure they sighted, 3
While she was passing, the vessel, but were not able to catch her.

Thus did he speak, and arising they went to the shore of the ocean.
Speedily here uphauling the black-hulled vessel they beached her,
While that the tackle was borne by a band of courageous attendants.
Thence in a body they fared to the place of assembly, and no one

Either of youths or of elders besides they permitted to enter.
Then rose Antinoiis, Eupeithes’ son, to address them :

«Lo now ! surely immortals delivered this fellow from evil !

Sentinels sat all day on the wind-swept height of a headland,

Many and watching in turn, and at even, when set was the sunlight,
Ne'er did we lay us to sleep on the shore, but afloat on the ocean
Cn}ised in the swift-winged ship and awaited the sacred morning,
Lying in wait for this fellow himself, to entrap and destroy him,
Telcmachus—-vgrhom a god meanwhile led homeward in safety.

Come now, straight let us plan some violent death for this fellow
gt‘j‘?ac};us, nor again let him give us the slip—for I warrant
Sincerha;i:nfg as d}l: lad is ah.vc shal} we settle this matter,

N thcc z"e; imself, with a wit right ready at plotting,

e uI: d? cgefgard us with favour at all as aforetime.

Oito o ity i : clore he has called the Achaeans to gether

Nay he wil ng, inoi; ne’er will he sla_cke_n h_ns efforts, 1 v.varrant :

oW that we wove fls \;.rath, :}nd will rise in the council and tell them

el 1or issudden destruction but failed to ensnare hlﬂcll-' 5.
Rather, | fear Fhe P C};lpgr.ovc when they hear of the shameful proceeding®:
Forth from this coyuz\;l ring some evil upon us and chase us

224 ry of ours to the land of a nation of strangers.




Come, let us hasten to seize him, afar from the town on the farm-lands
Or on the road. Let us keep for ourselves his estate and his chattels, ,

Parting them fairly amongst us, but leaving the right to the homestead
Unto his mother and unto the man who shall win her in marriage.

Should however the word I have spoken displease ou

Wish him to live and be master of all his pat};rnal pyossés;;rilc?nsshmﬂc1 i
Then no more let us eat of the pleasant stores of his substance.
Gathering hither to feast ; let us each one out of his homestead

Try with his presents to woo her as wife ; and at last she will marry
Him that shall offer the most and is destined by heaven to win her.”

So did he speak ; but they all sat utterly silent and speechless,

Till prince Amphinomus made answer, and thus he addressed them
(Famed was the prince, and his sire was the son of Aretias, Nisus ;
Leading the suitors he came from the island of pasture and corn-land
Dulichium, and in speech he was pleasing to Penelopeia

Most of them all ; for in truth he was gifted with good understanding :)
So with a kindly intent he arose and began to address them :
“Never—to speak for myself, O friends—can I wish you to murder
Telemachus. "Tis a deed right dreadful to murder a person

Royal of race. Nay, first let us ask for the counsel of heaven.

Should the oracular answers of Zeus the Almighty approve it,

Then will I kill him myself, or will urge all others to do so.

Should the immortals oppose it, I bid you to cease from the project.”

Thus spake Amphinomus, and his words found favour among them.
So forthwith they arose and they went to the house of Odysseus.
Entering here in the hall on the polished seats they reclined them.

Now did a new thought come to the wise-souled Penelopeia,

Even to stand in the si ght of the lawless and insolent suitors,

Since she had heard of the death of her son that was planned in the palace
(Medon the herald informed her, who oft to the plottings -had listened).
So to the banqueting-hall she betook her amidst of her maidens,

Till, when at last she had come to the suitors, that fairest of women
Stood by the post of the door of the massively builded apartment
Holding in front of her cheeks soft folds of her glistering head-dress
Then she addressed her to Antinous and reproached and rebuked him:
““Antinous, outrageous deviser of evil!| They call thee

Here in the Ithacan people of all of thy fellows the foremost

othasa speaker and also as counsellor. Such thou wast never.
P
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| Whereforear

Odyssey Madman y
‘\-y;-; Weaving his dea

jo1-468 Zeusasd witness? A terrible

ten the time

Fearing the pcoplc ? for truly

Since he had follm:vc
Harried Thesprotian
So they had vowed to
Ay and to €at his est
Then did Odysseus res
W hose house now thou consu
Slaying his son, and bring
Nay but I bid thee to cease an

destroy

Forthwith Eurymachus, prin
«Daughter of Icarius, O wise

daband o
folk, the allies 0

ate—his abun
train them an

+ weaving for Telemachus his destruction
¢th, and regardest not suppliants having to help them

deed is to murder a comrade.

when thy sire fled hither for safety
exceedingly great was their anger

fthe Taphian pirates and with th::m

fthe Ithacan nation ;

—to tear him the heart from t

dant and splendid possessions, e
d curb them in spite of their fury;
m’st with impunity, wooing his consort:

him

ing on me an unspeakable sorrow.

d to order the others to cease too,”

ce Polybus’ son, gave answer :
-souled Penclopeia,

Cease from thy fears, an

d let nought of this matter disquiet thy spirit.

Nowhere liveth a man nor s

hall ever be born to existence

Such as to raise ’gainst Telemac

hus thy belovéd a finger

While on the earth I am living at least and beholding the sunlight
This will I venture to say, and it surely will find a fulfilment : .
Soon with the dark red blood of the man were dripping a spear-blade
Even my own;; for of old did Odysseus, the sacker of cities :
Taking me oft on his knees from the roast some savoury morsel
Set in my }!ands, and he held to my lips red wine in a goblet
'%‘)hcrefore is Telemachus most dear to me—even of all mcn.
Neir;:st; nor nct::deth he fear, I assure him, that death shall assail him—
ot from the suitors at least : none ’scapes when it cometh from heaven.”

Thus di -
Th:l'sl (slii. gs CO‘;‘fOT ting speak, but at heart he was plotting to slay him.
Here she lacen edagain to her glistering upper apartment ;
Cian de;lil;nted Odysseus her lord, her belovéd, till softly

tous was poured on her eyes by the goddess Athene.
Now i
Came:l:l ;}:12 ;??OLO gelcmachm and Odysseus the swineherd
Afierapin bat b o LhEGRE A IhERME B & HIRRST
Once more drawf::n Slé{ughtercd, ayearling. (Already Athene,
Back with g anigh to Odysseus the son of Laertes,

ast
Also had clag roke of her wand to an agéd beggar had changed him,

h- z
Seeing him th 'm in sorry apparel, for fear that the swineherd
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might know him and tell wise Penelopeia,




Hasting to take her the news, nor keep it concealed in hi X Odyss
First spake Telemachus to the swinchl::rd, and thus he :cliiilz::s(::l}gim : X%“'iey
“So thou art back, good friend! Come, tell us the news of the city ! 459 - 481
Are they already arrived, those lordly and arrogant suitors :

Back from the ambush, or still do they watch for my homeward returnin g’

Him then in answer addressed these words Eumaeus the swineherd :

*Nay but | cared not at all such tidings to seek and to ask for

Lounging about in the town ; for the spirit within me was urgent

After my message was done, to depart right speedily homeward. ’

Also I happened to meet with the messen ger swift of thy comrades

Even thy herald, and he first told to thy mother the tidings. ’

One thing more however I know—with my eyes I beheld it.

Justas I reached in my faring the hill that is sacred to Hermes,

Over the city, I sighted a swift-winged ship that was steering

Into the Ithacan harbour with men right many aboard her ;

Filled was the vessel with shields and it bristled with numberless spear-points.

These were (so I imagined) the suitors; but truly I know not.”

Thus did he speak, while smiling the stalwart son of Odysseus
Looked in the eyes of his father, avoiding the gaze of the swineherd.

Now when at last they had finished their work and the supper was ready,
Fell they a-feasting and sated their souls with the banquet abundant,
Till, when at last they had lost all longing for meat and the wine-cup,
Then they bethought them of rest and accepted the blessing of sSlumber.
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OW when the mornin

ng the grasp of his fingers,
wn; & he spaketohis swineherd :

Took then his stalwart spear, well fitti
Meaning to start forthwithfor theto
«Well now, dad, I shall go to the city in order to show me
Unto my mother, for never—of this I am sure—she will never
Cease from her wretched bewailing and shedding of tears and lamentin
Ere she beholdeth my face. Now list to the orders I give thee : :
This poor stranger I wish thee to guide to the city and bid him
There go beg for his food, and let every one who is willin
Reach him a crust and a cup ; but for me it is possible nowise
All such beggars to house, for my spirit is burdened with sorrows.
Should he be sorely offended thereat, he will only be making
All of it worse for himself. I prefer to be open and truthful.”

Him then in answer addressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus :
«Neither myself, O friend, am I wishful at all to be kept here,
Since for a beggar it’s better by far in the town than the country
Begging his bread. I shall get it from every one that is willing.
Noram I longer, I trow, of an age to abide on a farmstead

Where I shall need to obey the commands of a master in all things.
Nay now, go on thy way. This man, as thou biddest, shall guide me,
After I've thaw’d me a bit by the fire and the sunlight is warmer.
Wearing a raiment so terribly tattered I fear to encounter
Hoar-frost early a-morn; and ye said that the city is distant.”

Thus did he speak, and the youth went forth of the hut and the farmyard
Striding apace ; and he sowed as he went ill doom for the suitors ;

Till, when at last he arrived at the pleasant abode of his fathe_rs,

Taking the spear that he bore on a high roof-pillar he leaned it;

Over the threshold of stone then stepping he entered t}.lc mansion.

Here was the first to behold him the old nurse Eurycleia, :

While she was strewin g the seats and their delicate carvings with fleeces.
Sobbin g she hurried to meet him, and round him assembled the others,
All of the women attendants of lon g-enduring Odysseus,

Lovingly offering welcome and kissing his head and his shoulders.

Then came forth of her chamber the wise:—souled Penelopeia,
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to or Queen Aphrodite the goltflcn,
kg:;%rc‘;iﬁield, her belov'd, and embraced him, and sobbjy

« cheeks, on his beautiful eyes and his forehead :
Kissed him on both of his € ift-winged words she addressed him :

s e swi

: P;t;‘file?ggt}l::;fmy eyes, thou art come I and I thought not

»~+ behold thee again when I knew thee departed for Pylos
E’er tobe nd despite of my wishes—to seek for thy father.
Sccr"ﬂyf}ay £ me at once : Wasasign to be seen of his presence ?”
I}}Ih bl::t lcn"!?r:rlemachus addressing in turn gave answer :
«ﬁ;:hger arouseé No wailing, I pray’thcc, nor stir in my bgsom
Sorrow of’ heart! Iam barely escapéd from utter destruction.

orro bathe thee in water and cast fresh raiment around thee,

'Ilgﬁznn:}o“;,h)’ upper apartment ascend with the women thy handmaids;
There make vows to perform to the gods sufficing oblation,
Praying that Zeus may haply aCC9mP115h the work of requital.
Now I shall go to the square and invite me a guest to the palace,
Even a stranger who joined us when hither returning from l_-"ylos.
Him did I forward send with the rest of my goodly companions,
Telling my mate Peiraeus to take hin_1 as guest to h1§ homestc‘ad,
Yea and to treat him with care and with honour until my arrival.”

«Telemachus,

Thus did he speak, and the word that he uttered abode with her wingless.
Forthwith bathing in water she cast fresh raiment around her,

Then made vows to perform to the gods sufficing oblation,

Praying that Zeus might haply accomplish the work of requital.
Telemachus straightway fared forth from the hall of the palace,

Bearing a spear in his hand, and by dogs fleet-footed was followed.

O’er him 2 wondrous beauty was shed by the goddess Athene,

So that the folk all gazed in astonishment while he approached them.
Roun@ hlm' at once there gathered a thron g of the arrogant suitors
%P;ak‘}‘:g him fair, while deep in their bosoms they brooded on evil.
Ca;fc c;lwcver he shunncd_ and the press of the people avoiding

Frier?dw ?{;:fl\fien tor was sitting with Antiphos and Halitherses,

Her 1515‘1 3lthf1}1 asever of yore to the house of his father.

¢ then he sat him adown ; and they asked him of all that had happened-

¥0W Peiracus approached

P bO]d spearm i er
horough the town to the pearman, escorting the strang

Tel place of the council; nor longer a moment
ir:tnlllaoz}vl:i hcll,d back f{Om the stranger, but hastened tgo meet him.

“Telernachlfsr s:,gﬁn Peiracus to speak and addressed him :

230 J some of thy maidens at once to my homestead,




e S S s o

t they bring to thee all of the
?—?i;}:iagc r%t:lt::mgch us addressin gi
« Nay, Peiraeus, we knoYv notasy
Should these arrogant suitors infe
Slay me by stealth, ar}d divide my paternal
Rather for thee to enjoy than for any of th
Should however I sow fo:: the fellows deat
Then shall I gladly permit thee t

gifts of the prince Menelaus.”
N turn gave answer :
et how all shall be ended.

Possessions among them,
em be the presents !
h and destruction,

o bring these gifts to my homestead.”

These words uttered, he guided his wa
Till, when at last they arrived at the p

Laying aside their mantles of wool on the chairs and the couches,

Into the bath with its tub well-polished they entered and washed them.
Then, when the women had bathed them and rubbe '
Throwing around them again soft woollen mantles and tunics,

Out of the tub of the bath they rctur{)cd and on couchc_s reclined them.
Water for washing of hands by a r'naldcp was brought in an ewer
Beautiful, golden ; and overa bas;n of silver §he poured it, ‘

Bidding them wash ; and she stationed a polished tablc.bgsxdc them.
Then did the grave house-dame brin g bread, and she la.ld it before them,
Lavishly adding thereto from her stores full many a dainty.

yworn guest to the palace,
leasant abode of his fathers,

1 rince was his mother, ani gh to the post of the (.:IOOFW&}J’,
i;?gg?gci?necs clm her couch, and a delicate thread she was s;nnfz-nng.h
Then did they stretch forth hands to tl?e food that was lying before them
Till, when at last they had lost all longing for meat and the wine-cup,
Thus she began to address him, the wise-souled Pcnclopgn'a :
“Telemachus, I shall now to my upper apartment ascen 11-15 :

Lay me again on the bed that is ever the place of my grozmf_;t‘;ﬂ;,cr
Watered so oft by my tears from the day that Odys},lseus t r}; 2
Sailed with the lordly Atridae for Ilion. Yea, for th ou clz:1 " A
Ere that the arrogant suitors return to the hall of ft_ ‘13'1 pa’s rc;urning."
Plainly to tell me if au ght thou hast heard of thy father

achus addressing in turn gave answer : :
‘I;{ \%;:ailglfofv?;ln;ther, the wh olegof the truth I will ful})tf }::1‘1;2;}1]: ;
Firstly to P ylos we came, where Nestar, s Pn::l] % ;) ce rc{:)civcd’mc,
Bidding me welcome as guest in his ll.lgh"mc"fe hp a\:an diverd
Lovingly treated me too, as a father his son that :(S, his homeland.
Longina country of strangers and newly is COTC e breated,
Lovingly thus by the king and his valiant sons I w

d them with oil of the olive,
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dysseus, as yet, he asserted,
gill, of my Siré Sfout{.l:r‘;a:giaoortﬁl had given him tidings.
dorall rman renowned, Menelaus Atrides,
ad steedsand a strgng—built car he provided.
e saw, whose beauty so many
. Helen ?,ftAbr)’g?}i: will of the gods, on the Trojans and Argives,
Sufferings bmugtio;ed me then M Cnclaus-go?d_ at the war-cry
Forthwith (]l-,ucviﬁh that had led me to visit divine Lacedaemon ;
What was th¢ ¥ 4 and the whole of the truth to the prince I related.
e more did he speak and thus hef addrcs§ed me in answer :
Then %ncthc ods! in the bed of a man right valiant-hearted
"I‘Nh?s(é hzvc c}%oscn a couch for them_sclvcs——poor CO\:VHI'dly creatures !
Fenas it haps when a hind in the lair ofa powerfullion
Maketh a bed for her fawns, new-litter’d and delicate sucklings, :
Fares then forth to the slopes and the grassy ravines of the mountains
Seeking for pasturc—-and lo, to his covert returning thc. lion
Suddenly maketh of both of the yeanlings a terrible ending ;
Thus shall a terrible ending be made of the men by Odysseus.
Would that, by Father Zeus and Athenaand Phoebus A pollo,
Such as he proved when of yore in the flourishing island of Lesbos
Fearless he met with the huge Philomeleides in a contest,
Wrestled and heavily threw him, and all the Achaeans exulted ;
Would that he came—e’en such an Odysseus—to visit the suitors,
Bringing to all of them speedy perdition and nu ptials of anguish !
Now for the matter whereof thou dost ask and entreat me, I promise
Nought will I wrest from the truth, nor evasively speak and deceive thee;
All that the ancient god of the sea—that prophet unerring—
Told me, of this will I nought keep back nor attempt to conceal it.
Once on an island, he said, he had seen him and suffering sorely,
Ecld in }:}l]: halls of Calypso the nymph ; and she still with com pulsion
Si?\?:e; ﬁfn thhcre all hopclf:ss of reaching the land of his fathers,
s aSOt z hlp1 ; possesses with oars well fitted or comrades
elp him to traverse the wide expanses of ocean.’

Such words uttered th : :
PR e spearman renown’d Menelaus Atrides.

started again, and a f: i -b
pedipe gain, and a favouring stern-breeze
ent by the gods soon wafted me back to the landgof my fathers.”

the SPC
heless unto
Na m

Thus di -
us did he end, and his words moyed deeply the heart in her bosom.

Then did g
« Lalclly ;n:ihlfjscr divine Theoclymenus speak and address her :
oured wife of Odysseus the son of Laertes,

e knows nothj
n : :
. g for certain ; but list to the word I shall utter :




Lo as a prophet I tell thee the truth ne
First then witness it Zeus, and the tab]
Yea and the hearth to the which I am
Verily now already Odysseus is here in his homeland

Resting or stealing ?round ; and of all these crimes he is learnine -
Yea he is here, and is sowing disaster for al] of the suitors,— i
Such was the omen that lately anj gh to the well-decked \;esscl
Where I was sitting, I saw ; and to Telemachus I proclaimed i’t i
Him then in turn gave answer the wise-souled Penelopeia : :

“ Ah and I would, O stranger, thy word might find a fulfilment !
Quickly enough thou’dst know of my friendship, and many a present
Out of my hands, and be envied of every mortal that met thee.”

r will try to conceal it -
eat which I am welcomed,
come of the noble Odysseus,

Thus these three as they sat held converse one with another.

Meantime sported the suitors in front of the hall of Odysseus

Taking delight in the hurling of spears and in castin g the discus,

Using the levelled ground that was often the scene of their uproars,
Till, when the season of supper was there and from every quarter

Came from the pastures the sheep, with the men who conducted them alway,
Then spake Medon the herald (the one that of all of the henchmen
Pleased them the best and was aye in attendance whenever they feasted):
“Now, young masters, with sports all hearts are fully contented ;

Get you again to the house, and a banquet we there will prepare us,
Much do I know that is worse than enjoying a supper in season.”

Thusas he spake they arose and departed, obeying his summons.

Then, when they all had arrived at the fair-built house of Odysseus,
Laying aside their mantles of wool on the chairs and the couches,
Straight of the sheep and the goats they began choice fatlings to slaughter,
Slaughtered as well fat hogs, and they took of the cattle a heifer,

Making them ready a feast.

But to start for the town from the farmstead
Now did Odysseus and also the good old swineherd bestir them.
Then of the twain first spake Eumaeus master of swineherds : :
“Since thou art eagerly wishing, my friend, to be gone to the city
Even to-day, as the master commanded—although for my own part
Here far licfer I’d leave thee behind as a guard of the steading—
Natheless, since I revere him and dread lest haply hereafter
Words of rebuke he shall utter (it pains when a master reproves one),

O come now let us start, for the day, as thou seest, is already R
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1 soon strike colder as even approacheth.” -

these words deep-plotting Odysseus :

and well understand what thou wishest,
e :de me the whole of the way to the city,

Well—let us 8-

. beseech thee, if one cut ready thou ownest,
. . forye called it a treacherous footpath.”

s smok on his shoulders the beggarly wallet,
These WOrcs SrPc _witha twisted cord to suspend it,
Terribly tattered 8020 0 taff—e'en such as be wished for.

Him then in answer addresscd

¢, ] know it
« Ay but I know'l Thou shalt gu

. ¢ red forth ; but the dogs and the drivers remained there
D while down to the city he guided his master

ing the farm, :
g?ﬁiﬁl?}i form of a beggar, a man right v»{rctchcd and agéd,
Staying his steps with a staff and invested in sorry apparel.

So when at last by @ path full narrow and stony c-lcsccndin g ;
Nigh to the gate of the city they came, they arrived at a fountain
Bountiful, basin'd in ston¢, whence water is drawn by the townsman
(Ithacus built it, and Neritus later and also Polyctor).

Round it a thicket of alders, that love to be nourished by moisture,
Wholly encircled the spring ; and the clear cold water was falling
Down from the height of 2 rock, and above was erected an altar
Unto the nymphs, at the which all travellers made an oblation.

Here did it hap that the goatherd Melanthius lighted upon them,
Driving his goats—prime beasts for the food of the suitors selected,

Chosen from all of the flocks. And he brought two drivers to help him.

Now as he saw those twain he reviled them, and loudly addressed them
Wordsindecent and shocking that angered the heart of Odysseus:
“Loandbehold! E'enso! One scoundrel is leading another !
%ow it s true that a like and like heav’n bringeth together !
T l]]::re ar}z.thou t.aki"g this gluttonous hog, thou detestable swineherd—
0?1 e;:a}%t fls pestilent knave of a beggar, this spoiler of banquets,
=l inat fOl' aye will be loafing and rubbing his shoulders on door-posts,
Sh%ﬁ}dgt tohr morsels of meat ?¥—not, I trow, for a sword or a kettle!
Sweep me tg“ allcl:'w me the lout to be left as a guard in my steading,
Soon with chSta -115 .and supply to the kids fresh branches for fodder,
Sirioe histe swilling OfWh? he’d grow him a thigh—and a fat one !
everaright bad trade he hath learned, he will never

Willing] '
234 gly set him to work, for the tramping and begging is doubtless
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More to his mind, and to batten on doles his insatiate belly. Odu
Hark ! Twill tell thee a thing that will certainly find a fulfilment : t}{
Should he attempt to approach to the palace of godlike Odysseus, 225.

These words said, in his fury he kicked as he passed at Odysseus,
Striking his hip—but to thrust him aside from the path it availed not.
Steadily still he remained on the road, and he pondered in spirit
Whether to rush at the fellow and flog him to death with his cudgel,
Or by the ankles to lift him and shatter his skull on the roadway.

Still he endured it, restraining his wrath ; and the swineherd in anger
Glared at the man and uplifting his hands made loud invocation -
“Daughters of Zeus, O Nymphs of the fountain, if ever Odysseus
Offered you roasted oblation of thi ghs enwrapt in the caul-fat

Either of rams or of kids, vouchsafe me this longing’s fulfilment :

O for the master himself to return! Some de; ty bring him !

Then shall he scatter to nothing the whole of thy vaunting and glory
Which thou in arrogance bruitest abroad, down here in the city
Loafing, and letting thy flocks by the knavish herdsmen be ruined.”
Him then in turn gave answer Melanthius master of goatherds:

““ Nay by the gods, just list to the bark of the venomonus mongrel !
Soon I shall get him aboard of a black-deck’d vessel and take him

Far from the Ithacan isle, and a fortune fine he shall win me.

Ay and for Telemachus—with his silvern bow may Apollo :
Smite him to-day! Or I would that he died by the hands of the suitors,
Seeing the day of return for Odysseus is vanished for ever.”

These words uttered he left th em, and leisurely footing they followed,
While that he hastened before and arrived full soon at the palace,
Straightway entered, and sat him adown in the midst of the suitors
Opposite Eurymachus, who of all to his soul was the dearest.

Quickly a portion of meat was conveyed to his side by the servants, .
While that the grave house-dame brought bread, and she set it before him
Bidding him eat.

Meantime was Odysseus arrived with the swineherd.
Nigh to the palace they halted, and music was wafted around them,
Tones of a hollow lute ; for beginning to sing was §hc minstrel .
Phemius. Grasping his hand then spake to the swineherd Odysseus :

f— “Sure, it is here, Eumaeus—the beautiful home of Odysseus ! 5




; .. 1o known midst many a mansion.
Odyssey Yea 3?d in sootl? lt-lsg?!si{lcl!‘ see how skilfully planned is the courtyard !
xyi  Buildings 1l and the coping of battlements ! Look at t}3e portal,
go5-303 Lookat the ¥ sively barr'd! Twould fear no arms of assailants |
Double and “;::‘t within is a company holding arevel,
__forasavour is floating around us, and music,
Many aman which heaven hath wedded as consort to banquets.”

lute :
IT{(?nci];){:in ar’lswa addressed these words Eumaeus the swineherd :
im

: I__and in sooth ere now not a fool thou appearedst.
:ﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁ?&t let us think how next we shall act in the matter,
Either do thou first enter the pleasant abodes of the palace
Unto the throng of the suitors, and I outside will await thee,
Else, if it pleaseth thee more, stay here, and as first .I will enter.
Long however remain not, for fear lest any bcholfim g
Pelt thee and drive thee away. Now think what is best, I beseech thee.”

Forthwith answering spake long-suffering godlike Odysseus :

«Ay but I know it, I know it, and well understand what thou wishest.
Well then, thou be the foremost to enter ; I here will await thee.
Verily neither of missiles nor blows am I lacking in knowledge !
Hardened in sooth is my heart—so many a bardship I suffered

Tossed on the sea and the billows of war. Now this shall be added !
Also an ill one never can hide is a ravening belly,

Thing accurséd that brings on a man right many misfortunes ;

Yea, it is nought but the belly that full-benched vessels equippeth,
Vessels that over the waste of the sea bear doom to the foeman.”

W.hile these twain stood thus conversing the one with the other

N’:gh them a dog uplifted his head and his ears as he lay there,

E’en old Argus, the dog whom long-enduring Odysseus

%rcd for hnmsc}f—bgt in vain. To the sacred town of the Trojans

Arfc he had trained him he went ; and at first young fellows had led him

Tht:r the 1goats. of the mountain to hunt, and the hares, and the roe-deer;

Ma}-?i ::t‘ghftc;ed helay, in the years when his master was absent,

Even tEC és ed of the muck that was piled in the front of the portal,

i, ‘éﬂlgd()f tfhc mules and the oxen, before it was carried

There he Wai.] s of the farm by the thralls of Odysseus to dung them.

Neteennow Ylf}llg-—the poor old Argus, infested with vermin.

Both of his ea’r? f ¢looked and was ware that his master was present,
own-dropping and wagging his tail he attempted

Nearer t :
4 I'to come to Odysseus his lord, but was wholly unable




Thither to creep ; and Odysseus averted his eyes as he saw it,

Drying a tear, that he easily hid from the swineherd, and asked him : Oj‘sz f 4
“Sure, Eumaeus, ’tis strange that the dog should lie on a dunghill. 304- 840

Goodly in form he appears; but indeed one knows not for certain
Whether he also had fleetness of foot with a beautiful bod ;

Or if he only was like to a hound that is fed from the table,

Such as so often is kept by the rich on account of his beauty.”

Him then in answer addressed these words Eumacus the swineherd -

“ Nay, ’tis the dog of 2 man that is perished afar from his homeland,
Were he again to be gifted with bodily power and prowess,

Were he the dog that was left by Odysseus when sailing for Troyland,
Soon at the sight of his strength thou’dst marvel and also his swiftness.
E’en in the uttermost depths of the forest was known to escape him
Never a brute that he chased—for at followin g trail he was peerless.
Now he is fallen on days right evil : his master is perished

Far from his home, and the maids are too neglectful to tend him.
Such is a thrall when his lord no longer commands in the household !
Ne'er is he willing to work at his duty as honesty bids him.

Half of his worth doth the Father of heaven who speaketh in thunder
Take from a man when the day of captivity cometh upon him.”

These words spoken, he entered the pleasant abodes of the palace.
Straight to the hall he betook him and came to the arrogant suitors,
While that the doom and the darkness of death descended on Argus,
Just as again, in the twentieth year, he had welcomed his master.

Now as the swineherd was making his way in the midst of the mansion
Godlike Telemachus was the first to perceive him, and forthwith
Beckoned to bid him approach ; and he looked for a settle and found one
Standing unused, where wont to be seated at feasts was the carver
While he was portioning messes abundant of meat for the suitors.

This he uplifted and bore to the side of the table and placed it

Opposite Telemachus ; and he sat him adown ; and a2 henchman

Served him a portion of meat, and of bread that he took from a basket.

After him soon now followed Odysseus and entered the pallacc
Under the form of a beggar, a man right wretched and aged,
Staying his steps with a staff and invested in sorry apparel:
Down on the threshold of ash inside of the portal he sat him,
Leaning himself on the pillar of cypress, that erst by the joiner
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Odyssey Smoothly Was
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s Telemachus

planed and was cut to the line with the skill of a master.,

o the swineherd to come, and addressed him
bole of a loaf from the midst of a beautiful basket, :
f the meat as to grasp 1 his hands he was able :
e this food to the strangcr,l:]and als? altliwse him

£ f the table entreat €ac one of the suitors,
Ma'kmigtfhr‘;gi‘c‘:‘: :ou ght for a mortal in want to be shamefaced.”
g e e hein, oo e b
Came close up to the man and with swift-win ge.d words he. addressed him :
«Telemachus sends this to thee, stranger, and bids me ad_v:se thee
Making the round of the table entreat each one of the suitors,
Seeing it profiteth nought for a beggar (he saith) to be shamefaced.”
Forthwith answering spake these words deep-plotting Odysseus :
«King of the gods, great Zeus, grant Telemachus to be happy
Here amid men, and to gain all blessings his soul desireth.”

now called t

Taking the W
Alsoas much 0

«Carry and g1V

Thus did he speak, and in both of his hands he received it, and laid it
Down at his feet, outspreading beneath it his beggarly wallet.

Now as he ate, once more to the feasters the singer was singing,

Till, when at last he had dined and the godlike singer had ended,
Clamour was raised in the hall by the suitors.

But Pallas Athene,

Taking her stand by the side of Odysseus the son of Laertes,

Urgently moved him to go and to gather him crusts from the suitors,

So s to learn which men were just, which lawless among them

(Yet e’en so she was minded to save not one from destruction).

So frqm thf: right he began and in turn each man he entreated,

Holding his hand for a dole, like one long practised in begging.

Now while moved by compassion they gave, and beheld him with wonder,
'EI:‘?h one qucs.tloning, “Who is the fellow, and where did he come from?”
- Ll_ls in the midst addressed them Melanthius master of goatherds:
To:asctl:? myh\.vords,() suitors of far-famed Penelopeia,

s ::eg this litranger I—Methinks ere now I’ve certainly seen him.
e l‘;’ﬁ!} the beggar the swineherd hither was guiding ! -

¢ is come, and the folk that he boasts to belong to, I know not-

Forthwith Antinon
& A}h, thou notorio
Brin
238

s outspake upbraiding the swineherd:
T us swineherd ! and wherefore here to the city
¢man? Dost fancy us lacking in vagrants already,



Lacking in plenty of pestilent beggars and spoilers of banquets? .
Deemst thou it nought that the wealth of thy lord is consumed by a rabble
Gathering here in his halls, that thou callst this fellow to join them ?”
Him straightway then in answer addressed Eumaeus the swineherd :
‘“ Antinous, thou art brave, but thy words are truly ignoble.

Where is the man goes searchin g around for a guest and invites him,
Other than one of the craftsmen that work for the weal of the people,
Either a prophet, a healer of ills, or a master of woodcraft,

Ay orasinger divine, to delight with his singing the feasters ?

Over the whole wide world such guests are bidden to banquets,
While—what mortal inviteth a beggar to come and annoy him ?

Ah but thou ever wast hard—and of all of the suitors the Kardest-—-
Unto the thralls of Odysseus, and specially me! . . ButI carenot . .
Care not a whit . . solong as the wise-souled Penelopeia

Lives in the halls of her palace, and Telemachus the heroic.”

Him sage Telemachus addressing in turn gave answer :

“Silence, I beg ! It is useless to waste more words in replying.
Antinous is accustomed for ever to chide and to quarrel,

Using the bitterest taunts, wherewith he inciteth the others.”
Turning to Antinous then swift-win ged words he addressed him :

“ Antinous, it is finely thou car’st for me like to a father,

Bidding me chase this stranger away from the hall of my homestead,
Ay and to force him with threats —May God forfend that I doso !
Come, take something and give it! I grudge not the gift ; I enjoiniit.
Pay not regard to my mother herein, nor to any besides her,

Any attendant that serves in the palace of godlike Odysseus !

Nay but I know such thoughts have never a place in thy bosom :
Liefer by far thou'dst ever be eating than give to another.”

Him prince Antinous addressing in turn gave answer : :
“Telemachus, big boaster, unbridled in fury, what prat’st thou ?
Were but the rest of the suitors to make him the present that I shalh
Verily three good months your house would mourn for his absence.
Seizing a stool, as he spake, he displayed it from under the table,
Where it was set as support for his smooth-skinned feet as he feasted.

All of the rest now offered a bounty, and soon was the wallet v
Filled with the bread and the meat ; and Odysseus, although he was minde
Straight to the threshold returning to taste of the gift of the princes,

Halted by Antinous, as he passed, and accosted him, saying : o
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i_for thou seemst not the worst of the noble Acha
best of them all. Thouart like toa monargh among them,
xriz  Nay but the Chcc o give me 2 still more generous portion
: s - and over the whole wide world I will laud thee,
e of house and of home, aqd was held by my fellows
OPCC-I wasatc and was wont full often to give to a vagrant,
L " whatever he seemed and whatever he wanted.

Every bc(gigni;any o thrall I possessed and abundance of all things
SM;E);:ZIIOW of an easy existence and rich reputation.

. ed by Father Cronion. I ween that he willed it,
Thcn iIt ‘:;fsrl:l::sho znrollcd me with robbers that rove on the ocean
g;’ﬁ; for Egypt—2 land far distant and doomed to destroy me.
Here © 1 the river of Egypt I stationed my twy-beaked galleys;

did 1 issue an order toall of my trusty companions
‘(I;)‘l:ltie:tl): there to remain by the side of the vessels and guard them,

While that I sent forth scouts to explore from the neighbouring outlooks.
Yielding however to wanton desires and to arrogant boldness

Soon they invaded the beautiful fields of the people of Egypt,

Wasting the country and taking away both women and children,
Slaughtering also the men ; and the cry reached quickly the city.

These then, hearing the shout, as the new-born day was appearing,

Came, and the whole of the plain seemed full of the footmen and horses,
Full of the flashing of bronze ; and the god that delighteth in thunder
Cast on my comrades a panic so fearful that none had the courage

Firmly to stand and to face them—for danger was pressing on all sides.
Now of my friends with the edge of the sword full many they slaughtered,
Many they captured, and led them away to the labours of bondmen.

Me to a stranger that met us they sold,and he took me to Cyprus,

Dmetor descended from Jasus, a powerful Cyprian chieftain.

Thence I escaped, and am hither arrived in the sorest affliction.”

Odyssey Give tomé, friend e

Eorth}vith Antinous uplifting his voice made answer :
GWhlch of the deities sent us this nuisance, this bane of the banquet !
L:t thee away to the midst of the hall and apart from my table,

st thou shalt come to an Egypt of anguish and Cyprus of sorrow !

%hy——jwhat a shameless, audaciously impudent beggar thou seemest,
orrying each one after the other ! "And truly they load thee

gg:gesilg, neither withholding the hand nor withheld by a scru ple,
g the goods of another ; and plenty they keep for themselves too §

Stepping a li .
24:? L6 Hitloabark deep-plotting Odysseus addressed him :




““ Nay by the gods, thou’rt lacking in soul though noble in aspect
Never a morsel of salt thou’dst give to the poorgat thy doorw:l:;:: Odyssey

Seeing that feasting thy full at the board of another thou willst not Mff;[u
Break me a mouthful of bread, though plenty is lying before thee.”

Thus did he speak ; but the man with a heart more maddened to fur

Glared at Odysseus askance, and with swift-winged words he addressed him :
“Now no longer, I vow, shalt thou hope to escape or unpunished

Out of the hall make good thy retreat—for thou utterest insults.”

These words spoken he seized on the stool, and he hurled it and struck him
Under the shoulder atop of the back on the right ; but he stood there

Firm asa rock, nor staggered at all by the stroke of the missile,

Silently shaking his head as a man that is brooding on evil,

Back to the threshold returned, and he sat him adown, and beside him
Laying the well-filled wallet he spake these words to the suitors :

““ List to my words, O suitors of far-famed Penelopeia,

While that I utter a thing that the heart in my bosom enjoins me.

Never a pain or a grief would enter the soul of a fighter

Should he be smit by the foe while warding them off his possessions,
Fighting perchance in defence of his white-wool’d sheep or his cattle,
Antinous for the sake of the pitiful belly hath struck me,

Thing accurséd, that bringeth on men such numberless evils.

Now if in heaven be gods of the beggar, or any Avengers,

Ere he shall wed may death put an end to the man and his marriage.”

Then spake Antinous, Eupeithes’ son, and addressed him :

“8it thou in silence, my friend, and attend to thy food—or depart hence—
Lest that because of the words thou hast uttered my younkers shall drag thee
Forth by the hand or the foot and shall strip thee thy skin from thy body.” .

Thus spake Antinous ; but his words exceedingly angcrfed

All of the rest, one arrogant youth and another exclaiming :

“ Antinous, 'tis ignoble to strike an unfortunate beggar.

Lo, thou art doomed—if indeed there liveth a god in the heavens;

Yea and we know that the gods in the likeness of pilgrims and strangers
Many disguises assume as they visit the cities of mortals, . 5
Keeping a watch on the deeds of the lawless and those of the righteous.
Such words uttered the suitors ; but little he recked of their prating.
Telemachus meanwhile great grief in his bosorp was nursing,

Seeing the blow ; but the fall of a tear he restrained, and he sat there

Silently shaking his head as a man that i; brooding on evil. it




. the wise-souled Penelopeia
Odyssey Now ere logg ;; ::; :::‘::s ]:!ruck in the hall, and she ipakc mid her maidens -
xriz How thatlt1 flio <mit by the glorious archer Apollo! ;
198-529 «Also pctho S adarne Eurynom¢ thus answer her, saying :
Thendid t Cd fulfilment of all our curses upon them!
«Q fora speecy Morning enthroned in her glory.”

in se¢ ;
None }:vol'alg d?;gii?in turn spake wisc—soulcd‘ Pen-clopc-xa 4
‘I:I;;: ;::rsc all of the men do I hate with their evil devices,

Specially Antinous; a8 the darkness of death I dc!Ef:St him.
Lgc i u)l’] fortunate stranger was roaming around in the palace
Bcéging an alms of the men, for necessity urged him to do so.

> though all of the rest gave fully and willingly, this man
gin?:t: h?;gbchind with a stool on the right at the base of the shoulder.”

While now thus she was speaking amidst of her women attendants

Up in her chamber, Odysseus was making 2 meal of the viands.

Then to the good old swineherd she called to approach, and addressed him :
« Good Eumaeus, I pray thee to go and to order the stranger

Hither to come; I am wishful to give him a welcome and ask him

Whether perchance he has heard of the long-enduring Odysseus ;

Ay and perhaps he has seen him—for far, as it seems, he has wandered.”

Her then in answer addressed these words Eumaeus the swineherd :
« Ah that the princely Achaeans a while would cease from their clamour !
Such is the charm of his words "twould ravish thy heart with enchantment.
Three nights long did I keep him and three days granted him shelter
There in my hut, where first he had come when he fled from the vessel ;
St’ﬂl, not yet had he ended relating his tale of misfortune.
E'enasalistener gazeth entranced on a bard as he sin geth,
One that hath learn’d from immortals a strain of enrapturing beaut
Sothat the h : - e B
carer remains all motionless, longing to listen
Thus was I charmed by his words as he ; b ide i , h d
o . sat by my side in my homestead.
Cenimn iy 1s friendship of yore with the house of Odysseus ;
e & me was in Creta, the land of the offspring of Minos ;
Wande: casserts, he is come, and has met full many a hardship
Notnin";‘g%-?f;t:lerdand further ; and vows that he heard of Ody;scus,
Ayand alivc—-azg l;cbfljn'thc e S ot
rings to his home full many a treasure.”
Him then in ¢
“Gonow, sunu\:;:ogna;:? ;n}:‘:wr.:r the wise-souled Penelopeia :
242 €re to my presence, to tell me his story,




While these men . . let them sit by the portal and ply their amusements—
Nay, all over my house—as their soul seems fain to be merry !
Houses they have of their own and possessions untouched by the spoiler,
Viands and sweet pure wine in abundance to nourish the household,
Natheless every day to the halls of my palace resorting,

Slaughtering also my sheep and my fat-fed goats and my oxen,

Ever they revel in banquets, carousing on glittering red wine
Recklessly ; great is the waste, and a man no longer is present,

Such as Odysseus of yore, to avert this curse from the homestead.
Should however Odysseus return to the land of his fathers,

Soon with the aid of his son these insolent men he will punish.”

E’en as she spake loud sneezed prince Telemachus, and the mansion

Echoed in wondrous wise, and the queen outbreakin g in laughter

Hastily turned to the swineherd and swift-win ged words she addressed him :
“Go, I entreat thee, and summon the stranger to come to my presence.
Didst not perceive that my son sneezed loud at the words that I uttered ?
Wherefore a full and an utter destruction shall come on the suitors,

All of them—all! Not one shall escape from his doom and perdition.

Also a thing will I say, which carefully mark and remember :

Should I for certain perceive he is telling me truthfully all things,

Then I shall clothe him in beautiful raiment, in mantle and tunic.”

Thus did she speak, and the swineherd departing, as soon as he heard it, ;
Nigh to Odysseus approached, and with swift-winged words he addressed him :
¢“Stranger and father, behold, wise Penelopeia invites thee,

Even the mother of Telemachus; she is moved in her spirit .
Something to ask thee concerning her lord, though long she hath mourned him.
Should she for certain perceive thou art telling her truthfully all things,

Then she will clothe thee in mantle and tunic, the which thou art needing
Mostly of all. Thou art sure to suffice for the needs of thy stomach -
Begging thy bread of the people—from each that is willing to help thee.

Him then in answer addressed long-suffering godlike Odysseus :

“Yea, Eumaeus, and all of the truth were qugckly related

Unto the daughter of Icarius, wise Penelopeia.

Well do I know of his story ; we suffered affliction together..

Still, I am somewhat afraid of the throng of the arrogant suitors,

Whose fierce insolence reacheth aloft to the brazen heaven.

Thus this man just now . . I was going around in the palace

Nowise doing him harm, but he struck me and grievously hurt me ;

Neither by Telemachus was I aided nor yet by the others. .

Odyssey
v
680 - 568



F-_

: 'ewere best in her chamber
lopela announce . . :
Odyssey Wherefore to P%ncug% great be her longing, till after the sunset ;
x7i1  Still to rematn, L -no her lord and his day of returning,

569-606 Then she can as® h, as my raiment is truly :
Letting me Slh for of thee first begged I assistance.”
Wretched—thot
herd, departing as soon as he heard it,

tepping, when Penelopeia addressed him :
Over the thresholdthw;li ?:):iﬂ%cs(tghim not! What meaneth the vagrant?

duly for any ? orelsein the palace . ;
beggar it profiteth ill to be shamefaced.
Her then in answer addressed these words Eumaecus the swi }?Cherd :
« Nay but he speaketh aright—and he feeleth as many all;ot er,
Wishing to keep him aloof from the insults of men overbearing.

So he enjoins thee to stay 1n thy chamber till after the sunset.

Ay and for thee, O Queen, it is better by far and is wiser i
Thus to converse with the stranger alone, and to list to his story.
Him then in turn gave answer the wise-souled Penelopeia :

« Nowise wanting in wits is the stranger, whoever he may be.

Not on the earth, I believe, can be found in the races of mortals
Men so wanton as these or that plot such wicked devices.”

Thus did he speak, and the swine

Such was the answer she gave ; and the good old swineherd departing
Unto the throng of the suitors, as soon as his message was ended,
Hastened to Telemachus and with swift-winged words he addressed him,
Holding his head right close, to be noticed by none of the others :
«Friend, I am going—to see to the swine and the things at the farmstead,
Even thy living and mine. See thou to the things at the palace.
Firstly of all see well to thyself, and consult with thy spirit,
Lest some evil befall. Thou art hated of many Achaeans.
Zeus confound them before that they bring some mischief upon us!”
}:Ilm sage Telemachus addressing in turn gave answer : :
Tfﬁzl,lcilﬁch;hus itshall stand. Start homeward after thy supper ;
R 1m(:ormn g return and bring fat beasts for oblation.
gs else shall be managed by me and the blesséd immortals.”

g::‘ﬁiiid::f;pcat, and again on the well-carved settle the swineherd
Then to his sto-o of the meat and the drink to his soul’s satisfaction.
At f“ﬁnc he departed, and {}uittcd the hall and the gardens,

ull of the throng of the feasters with music and dancing

Making th ' i
5 & them merry—for nigh was approaching already the twilight.




ODYSSEY BOOK XVIII

OW there came to the palace a well-known beggar, who alway
Begged in the Ithacan town. He was famed for his ravenous belly.
Endless his eatingand drinking; but no greatstrength had thefellow,
Neither endurance, although right big was the bulk of his body.
Once was his name Arnaeus. The lady his mother had called him

So from his birth ; but the youths all gave him the title of Irus,

Since that he willingly went on a message whene’er he was bidden.

He now came, and attempted to drive from his palace Odysseus,

Uttering threats and abuse, and with swift-winged words he addressed him :

¢ Get thee agone, old man—or be dragged by the feet—from the doorway !

Canst thou not see that they all are nodding and winking to bid me

Drag thee away ? Natheless I am half unwilling to do so.

Up with thee | up ! or the quarrel is like to be settled by fighting.”

Glaring askance at the man deep-plotting Odysseus addressed him :

“ Nay, good sir, I am harming thee nothing by word or by action.

Ne'er will I grudge it if any shall give thee a dole—and a large one.

Sure there’s room for us both on the threshold, and surely thou needst not
Envy the luck of another. Thou seemest a beggar and vagrant,

E’en as myself ; and we look to the gods to vouchsafe us a blessing.
Challenge me not to a fray too hotly, nor rouse me to anger,

Lest that in spite of my age on thy breast and thy lips I shall paint thee
Red with thy blood. And indeed "twould save me from further annoyance
Now and to-morrow, for truly methinks thou’dst dream of returning
Never again to the house of Odysseus the son of Laertes.”

Then to a fury aroused thus answered him Irus the vagrant:

«« Nay by the gods, how glibly he talks, this gluttonous porker!

Like to a crone that attends toan oven ! I'll work hima mischief—

Slog him with both of my fists, and the whole of his teeth I will knock clean
Out of his jaws—as the tusks of a hog that has ravaged a cornfield.

Gird thee ! and all of the men here present shall judge of thc.mattcr, &
Viewing us fight. I will teach thee to box with a man that is youn ger|!

Thus these twain in the tront of the high hall door of the mansion,
Over the smooth-worn threshold, provoked each other to anger.
Now when the powerful prince, lord Antinous, had perceived it,

Sweetly and loudly he laughed, and he sp?kc to the suitors around him : i
Q
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that has happened never aforetime |

is a thing
« Comrades, hcrfé :} + as never before God sent t.o.thc palace !
Such an amusem erand Irus! The one is inciting the other

Look at the stl‘aﬂg,sts | Come! Quick! Let usset them a-ﬁghting.”

uttered the words, all leapt to tht?ir feet and with laughter
d encircled the raggedly raimented beggars

5 upeithes’ son, and addressed them :
g‘ﬁc;: S,i:ak‘: 1‘3;;:_”&:.2 iitf:)rs, I pray! I will make a proposal.
Thlscco;l};hc hearth are lying the stomachs of goats, that for supper
: cé we laid, well filled with the blood of the beasts and the caul-fat.
N:',iv);fthc twain whichever shall conquer and prove him the better,
He shall advance and shall take of the stomachs the one that he chooseth ;
He too alway shall join us at feasts, nor shall ever another 2
Beggar be present or ¢’er be permitted to sue for a pittance.
Thus spake Antinous, and his words pleased all of the others.

Scarce had he
Gathered around an

Then with a crafty intent deep-plotting Odysseus addressed them :
«Friends, it is hopeless, I know, to contest with a man that is younger,
Since I am old and outworn with my woes ; but the belly compels me,
Maker of mischief that bringeth upon me defeat and a flogging.
Come now, all of you swear me an oath and a solemn assurance
None shall in favour of Irus, uplifting a hand to assail me,
Wantonly strike me a blow and oblige me to yield to the fellow.”
Thus did he speak, and they all of them swore to refrain, as he bade them.
Then, when at length they had given the oath and had finished the plighting,
Once more spake in the midst prince Telemachus and addressed him :
“Stranger, if truly thy heart and thy valiant spirit command thee
Thus to defend thee against him, be fearful of none of the nobles,
Since not only with one shall he fight, whoever shall strike thee.
IAIos_t of the banquet am I ; these chieftains also approve it,

Atinousand Eurymachus—both noted for wisdom.”

Thus did he speak, and th
Girded his loing with s pope oeopeonicd thereto ; and Odysseus

G ags, and his sinewy thighs he uncovered
cﬁzftlzfg (tlhgcr:at o thc_"a!_it broad sho:lrc)lrcrs agppcarcd, and the mighty
Giving again tl::::m r(At his side once more was the goddess Athene

While thas e or was filled with exce

“Irus, un-Irus'q -
24.6 usd, will
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Look at the old man’s thigh that is showin g from under his tatters !
Thus did they speak, and the spirit of Irus was seized by a panic.

Yet €’en so he was girt by the servants and brought with compulsion
Utterly cowed, with the flesh on his limbs all quaking in terror.
Then spake Antinous and reproached him and loudly rebuked him :
“Better it were thou hadst died—nay, ne’er been livin g—thou bully,
Since thou art terribly fear’d by the gllow and quakest to meet him,
Though he is old and outworn with the misery fallen upon him.
Now will I tell thee a thing that will certainly find a fulfilment :
Should this fellow prevail in the combat and prove him the better,
Into a black-hulled shi p I shall cast thee at once and shall send thee
Over to Echetus, lord of the mainland and maimer of mortals ;

Then with the merciless steel he will shear thee thy nose and thy ears off,
Tear from thy body thy vitals and cast them to dogs to be fought for.”

So as he spake still more did the man’s limbs tremble in terror.

Thus to the ring he was brought, and with hands u plifted they stood there.
Now at the first was in doubt long-suffering godlike Odysseus

Whether to smite him a stroke to deprive him of life as it felled him,

Or with a moderate blow of the fist on the earth to extend him.

Thus as he pondered thereon this plan seemed surely the better,

Lightly to strike—for he feared to be known to the princely Achaeans.

So they uplifted their hands. First Irus a blow on the shoulder

Planted ; but under the ear on the neck he was smitten, and inward
Crushed was the bone, and at once from his mouth red blood was a-spouting.
Moaning he fell in the dust and, his teeth tight-clenching together,
Drummed with his heels on the ground as he lay; and the arrogant suitors
Dying for laughter uplifted their hands in delight ; but Odysseus

Hauled him away by the feet from the doorway and into the courtyard,
Right to the gates of the porch, and there by the wall of the courtyard

Set him and propped him, and placed in the hands of the fellow a cudgel.
Then upraising his voice these swift-winged words he addressed him:

““Sit now here as a scare for the pigsand the dogs! Iadvise thee

Never again to attempt o’er strangers and beggars to lord it, g
Meddlesome fool, lest haply befall thee a greater misfortune.

These words spoken, he slung on his shoulders the beggarly wallet,

Terribly tattered and torn ; and thereon was a cord to suspend it.

Then to the threshold returning he sat him adown_; and the suitors

Merrily laughing re-entered the palace and gave him a welcome :

«Zeus vouchsafe, O stranger, and other immortals, to grant thee By
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. «__vea,all that thy spirit can lgng for,
Odyssey All of thy dearest dcsﬁst hizinsatiatc fellow from playing the vagrant

dy _ ce thou hast stopp o now right soon we shall ship him

F}‘;-’;’; : I-IIcrc in the Ithaci?:;“:f'tl?c mainland and malrm::r'of mortals,”

1 o :i 0 ﬁﬁ?lsl;’ca > d the godlike Odysseus rejoiced at the omen.
Thusa! ;

_ -« side of the stomachs a great one

Antinous no: cl;:lti ;(ti l;::dsthe fat of the goats, while Am phinc:mus too

Fi.llcd witht le of loaves from the basket and placed thcrr{ beside him,

Lifted a coup Sblet of gold drank welcome and weal to him, saying :

Then fromha 8 tranger and father ! I wish thee for everin future

« Hail to the® hou art holden of many misfortunes.”

: __since now t
ngp}:r d‘i*gsa,,;ﬁcfaddresscd these words deep-plotting Odysseus :
Him tc8 mus, as it seems, thou art verily gifted with wisdom,
F'enasthy fath::r——for oft did I hear of his high reputation,
Nisus of Dulichium, asa man that was brave and was wealthy.
Being, they say, his son thou art like him in good understanding.
go I will tell thee the truth : attentively listen and mark me. _
Nothing is nourished by earth more utterly fgcblc th‘:m man is,
Nothing of all that is breathing on earth and is creeping upon it.
“Verily never,” he saith to himself, ‘shall 1 suffer misfortune
While God granteth me manhood and still are supple my knee-joints.’
Ay but whenever affliction is sent by the blesséd immortals
All, though sorely unwilling, he bears with a heart of endurance.
Such forsooth is the mind of an earth-born mortal : it changes
Ben as the Father of men and of gods sends seasons of fortune.
I too once had the hope to be blest in the world, but committed
Many infatuate deeds in the pride of my arrogant temper,
"I;l}llstlng morcover my father and also my brothers to help me.
erefore ne'er is it wise for 2 man to be lawless, but rather
%\flletly all fto enjoy, whatsoe’er the immortals shall give him. :
W:r?t?an 1m atuate deed I behold these suitors comfnittiflg,
G amli]z WaStl}l‘:g the wealth of 2 man and insulting his consort, -.
i Shau“;a“ that, I ween, not afar from his friends and his homeland .
s 'ii::}lln.hHe isevenathand! Some deity lead thee
Meet hirm &hm Y %mc, lest here in his palace thou haply
B e nint Bl dl: :r e returns to the well-loved land o his fathers,
T ss (or mu::h I mistake) will they part from the comb?,t,
ors, whene’er he shall enter the halls of his homestead.

These word
248 ords spoken, he poured of the wine honey-sweet a libation,




Emptied the goblet and handed it back to the warrior chieftain.

He thro’ the palace returned, with his heart sore troubled within him,
Bowing his head ; for in sooth in his spirit he boded of evil.

Yet e’en so he escaped not his doom : him too did Athene

Destine to death by the hands and the spear of the son of Odysseus.
Then did he seat him again on the chair from the which he had risen.

Now was a thought vouchsafed by the grey-eyed goddess Athene
Unto the daughter of Icarius, wise Penelopeia,

E’en to appear to the suitors and make all hearts at her beaut

Open with rapture as never before—since thus she was minded

Still more honour to win from her lord and her son than aforetime.

So with a lightsome laugh to her woman she called and addressed her :
“Eurynom¢, in my heart is a longing as ne’er I remember,

Under the gaze of the suitors to stand, though truly I hate them.
Also a rede to my son will I give that will tend to his welfare—

Not to consort too oft with the band of the arrogant suitors,

Seeing they speak fair words while secretly brooding on evil.”

Then did the house-dame Eurynomé thus answer her saying :

“ Ay, itis verily wisely and well thou hast spoken, my daughter.

Go to thy child and impart him thy wish, nor attempt to conceal it ;
Not howbeit before thou hast bathed and thy face is anointed ;

Not like this, with thy cheeks allstained by thy tears, I beseech thee !
Go ! for it profiteth little to mourn thus ever and alway.

Yea and thy son, he is now of an age to be wise—and of heaven

This was thy dearest demand, with a beard on his chin to behold him.”

Her then in turn gave answer the wise-souled Penelopeia :

« Eurynomé, I beseech thee, refrain, though urged by affection,

Giving me comfort and bidding me bathe and anoint me with unguents.
All of the pride of my beauty the gods who inhabit Olympus

Withered as soon as my lord in the hollow ships had departed.

Seek now Autonoé and Hippodameia, and bid them i

Hither to come ; in the hall I am wishful to have them beside me;
Never alone to the men will I go, since shyness forbids | g

Thus did she speak, and her woman departing from out of the chamber
Went to the maidens, to give them the message and hasten their coming.

Now did a new thought come to the grey-eyed go.ddcss Athene.
Over the daughter of Icarius sweet slumber diffusing
Backward she made her to sink, and with joints all loosened she lay there
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eanwhile, as she slumbered, the beautiful
e her, to dazzle the e cs.of the princes. ul goddess
fair new beauty an brighter she added,
h which fair-crowned Cytherea
r she goes to the beautiful dance of the Graces.
Gleameth thnc‘}:e mad% her in stature and larg_cr in person,
. made her of skin than is fresh-sawn ivory’s whiteness.
X/f::elrt :;:lt]:hus she had wrought she de parted, the beautiful goddess,

h.
Odyssey Stretched on .hcr couc
il Gifts ambrosial ga¥

] res
100-227 First, to her feature .
Such’as the bloom 1mmortal wit

Then did the white-armed maidens approach from the women’s apartment

Talking aloud as they came ; and at once sweet slumber released her. ’
b her hands, these words half wakened she murmured

Riction a deep soft trance overcame me ! et

Would that as gentle death pure Artemis willed to vouchsafe me

Now on thespot ! Nomore would mourning and grief in my spirit

Wither the days of my life, as I wail for my well-loved husband’s

Manifold courage and skill, who was peerlessamong the Achaeans.”

Spake, and began to descend from her glistering upper apartment ;
Neither alone did she go : two handmaids followed behind her.
Now when at last she had come to the suitors, that fairest of women
Stood by the post of the door of the massively builded apartment,
Holding in front of her cheeks soft folds of her glistering head-dress
’g:’hglehto the right ang t};]e left stood one of her faithful attendants. ;
raight were loosene i
gichgon; uttered a praytcrctl::;is gcft; gfon:(:):;czz (111: :'1 li'zpl:ll;i(ila?; S
en to her well-loved son, pri S
“Telemachus, no more is thg rrlr?i;cdrz‘fllgrt?lac?}'?s‘ S};f adil'CSSCd o
E'en asa boy in thy thoughts thou wast Xd (?ug' l: s U'US}Cd- i
Sl gl i guided with greater discretion.
e ome to the measure of manhood,
S e ngof zw a}ltﬁr of person and stature
Yet no more is thy mind and thy j eg i and.fortunatc fat_hcr :
Lo, what deed thou hast ca dyju s rlg}.)t R v
Thus permitting astran used to be wrought in the hall of thy palace,
How if the stranger whgc; to suffer injurious usage !
Dby at scs b o here asa guest in the home of thy fathers
Thine were whol] t’;‘age received from his grievous maltreatment ?
: y the shame and disgrace in the judgment of all mena”
er sage Telem e
“Mother, | tak':a g’::l?idrcssing In turn gave answer :
250 nowise that herein thou art angered.




Well am I able within me to reason, and wel] to distinguish

Better from worse. Ere now it was merely unreasonin g childhood Odyssey
gtill, all things to contrive as is wise [ am wholly unable, . S
Ever distraught by the presence of those who on this and on that side 295 . 288

Urge me with cvi} intent ; norisany at hand to assi

Tolgl ching ho}vbCIt the ﬁ ght of the s};ranger with Irt:ts:];:imappencd
Not by the will of the suitors ; and also he proved him the stronger.
Ay and by Father Zeus and Athena and Phoebus Apollo :
Would that the suitors themselves e’en thus in the halls of my homestead
Utterly crushed were wagging the head—some out in the courtyard
Others inside of the house—with the joints all loosed in their bodies.
Even as Irus the beggar anigh to the gate of the courtyard :
Sitteth and waggeth his head, just like to a man that is drunken :
Neither erect on his feet is he able to stand, nor betake him ’
Homeward (if home he possess) since every joint is unloosened.”

Thus did the mother and son hold converse the one with the other,
Then spake Eurymachus and addressed him to Penelopeia :
“Daughter of Icarius, O wise-souled Penelopeia,

Could now all the Achaeans in Iasan Argos behold thee,

Far more suitors, I trow, would feast in the hall of thy palace

E’en from the dawn of the morrow—for verily far thou excellest
Every woman in beauty and stature and inward discernment.”

Him straightway gave answer the wise-souled Penelopeia :

“Eurymachus, if indeed I excelled in the beauty of person,

All was destroyed by the gods when the Argives, sailing for Troyland,

Mounted the vessels—with whom went also Odysseus my husband.

O that he came once more and had care of my life as aforetime !

Thus were fairer my fame, and my lot more happy ; for alway

Now am I sad ; such woes hath a deity sent to assail me.

Yeaand I mind, on the day that he went and was leaving his homeland,

Tenderly clasping my hand by the wrist these words he addressed me :

¢ Listen, my wife ! for I trow of the well-greaved sons of Achaca

Nowise all shall return unscathed from the land of the Trojans,

Seeing they say that the Trojans themselves:are famous as fighters,

Whether at hurling the spear or at launching a bolt from the bowstring,

Yeaand asichariot-drivers of fleet- paced horses—and war-cars

Ever decide most swiftly the turn of a dubious conflict. _

Therefore I know not if heaven will save me, or dooms me to perish
here in the country of Troy. So, carefully see to the household.
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: the palace my father and mother
Mindfully tend i dsltcilllljllll;:: minsfully while I am absent.
Fven as now—-—nal):;t thy son 25 @ bearded man thou be.holdt.:st,
Cometh the day t arry whomever thou willst, and relinquish thy homesteaq »
Then shalt thou ﬂ(; thg’t he spake, and it all now findeth fulfilment, :
Such was tht'i'1 Wlf:if ht that will force me to face a detestable marriage,
Come shall tatcc OlgIC, whose happiness heaven hath ruined !
Ah unfol:tlf{”, ht sore hath befallen my heart and my spirit :
Alsoa griet 11§  trow, ne’er practised by suitors aforetime.

: abit :
Tll:ls “;ai:azlt l\)Jnrill sue for a woman of worth and a rich man’s daughter,
{v;‘g}ﬁng to woo her to wife and competing the one with another,

bring cattle and fat-fed sheep for a banquet
g\:i; t:;;mf;.?:;z of thg:: maiden, and offer her glpnous lovc-gif:fs :
Nor do they eat with impunity thus the possessions of others.
So did she speak, and it joyed long-suffering godlike (.)flysscus. %
While she was coaxing a gift from the men and beguiling their spirits
Thus with her winsome words, though things far other she longed for.

Then spake Antinous, Eupeithes’ son, and addressed her :

“Daughter of Icarius, O wise-souled Penelopeia,

Truly if any Achaean is willing to send for a present,

Gifts thou shalt have—and indeed "twere wrong to refuse to receive them.
Yet—not a man of us all shall depart to his homestead or elsewhere

Ere thou art wed to the man who is best of the noble Achaeans.”

Thus spake Antinous, and his words pleased all of the others.
Forthwith each commanded a henchman to go for a present.

Antinous had a robe both ample and beautiful brought him,

Richly embroidered ; with brooches, a dozen in all, it was fastened,
Fashioned of gold, and with clasps well-bent were fitted the brooches.
gull'(ylnomus soon aftcr. they brought a magnificent necklace,

g enand beaded with amber that shone as the sun in his glory.
Tricr; cpl'lpic Eurydamas two earrings received by his henchman
Bacl:l): fr‘:; }}:f:ndants of mulberry colour and wonderful lustre.
Pacsicd b the house of Pisander the chieftain, the son of Polyctor,
Likcwiscl:_l ;e?fant anecklet—a jewel of exquisite beauty.

en to her 3 the others received some beautiful present.
While at her s%ger apartment ascended the fairest of women,
¢ were borne by her maidens the glorious love-gifts.

Now did the gy; '
. ¢ suitors again to the pleasure of dancing and singing




Turn to delight them, intending to stay till the coming of even ;

Nor was the rout atan end when the darkness of even descended Of i{my
Then forthwith to the hall three braziers brin ging they set them 805 l;i-

There as alight, and around them they laid dry faggots of fuel

Long since seasoned and ready to blaze, new split with the hatchet
Pine-brands too tl.]cy inserted, and maidens altemately fed them .
Thralls of the patient Qdysscus himself; and to these he addrcss::d him
Even the Zeus-born prince, their master, the wily Odysseus : ;
« Maids, whose lord is Odysscus-——although solong he is absént-——

Go to the chamber wherein your honoured lady abideth,

There by her side ye can twist with the spindle the yarn, or delight her
Sitting together within her apartment and carding the sheep-wool.
Leave me alone—1I will see to the li ghts for the whole of the party
E’en if they wish to remain till the comin g of fair-throned Mornir;g
None shall be able to beat me, I trow. Iam full of endurance.”

Thus did he speak ; but they laughed, as they looked each one at the other.
Then right shamefully chid him the fair-cheeked maiden Melantho,
Dolius’ daughter—but Penelopeia had nourished and reared her

E’en as her child, and had given her toys to her soul’s satisfaction ;

Yet was her heart untouched by the sorrows of Penelopeia,

Yeaand to Eurymachus she had given her love and her honour.

This was the one that with words of abuse accosted Odysseus::

‘“ Wretched, impertinent tramp, thou art surely bereft of thy senses.
Get thee away from the palace, and go to a smithy and sleep there,

Or to a tavern, instead of annoying us here with thy prating !

Ay, in the presence of princes thou prat’st, with thy impudent spirit
All unabashed. Is it wine that has got to thy wits? or, it may be,

Such is the bent of thy mind, to be always foolishly blabbing.

Crazy methinks thou art gone through conquering Irus the vagrant.
Have but a care—for I fear that a better than Irus arising

Soon will be cuffin g thy pate with his sinewy hands and will hur,llt thee
Out of the bounds of the palace, with blood all richly bedabbled.

Glaring askance at the maid deep-plotting Odysseus addressed her:
“Forthwith Telemachus shall be told what thou sayest, thou hussy!
Straight I shall go to him—straight ; and at once he will cut thee in pieces.
Thus did he speak. At his words in alarm fled all of the women

urrying out of the hall, their knee-joints loosened with terror,
Quaking affrighted because they believed he had spoken in earnest.

Then to the I ghts he attended, and nigh to the glow of the braziers o




azed at the rout ; but the heart in his bosom

A : h k .
Odyssey %tat:ioncg g:}ﬂtl;?:]fsg:'}:r oifcr, nor destined to fail of fulfilment.
v Ponaere

844 - 382 A uffer the arrogant suitors
prise Tll{id f]rto :}fﬁfs‘:’;:i?l; contempt, fogr she wished the resentment
DHl fo s l::;k in the heart of Odysseus the son of La:crtf:s.
S t?l Eurymachus, prince Polybus’ son, a beginning,
Then made Eury Odysseus and setting his fellows a-laughing :

ing in scorn at _ ;
Jeering ds, O suitors of far-famed Penelopeia,

«T g e
\éﬁisltet?hz}tylwu{t)tcr a thing that the heart in my bosom enjoins me !

Sure it was heaven that guided this tramp to the house of Odysseus !
Leastways so it appeareth to me, for a beacon of pine-brands

There on his head isalight ! He hath nevera l}glr——-not the Ica:c,t one!”
Spake, and withal to Odysseus, the sacker of cities, he turned him :
«Stranger, in case thou art willing to serve, come say, shall I take thee

Up toan inland farm (I can offer thee wages sufficient),

There to collect me the stones for the walls and to plant me the fruit-trees ?
There, too, bread I am willing to give in unfailing abundance,
Also to keep thee in dress and with shoes for thy feet to provide thee,
Since however a right bad trade thou hast learnt, thou wilt never
Willingly set thee to work, for the tramping and begging is doubtless

More to thy mind, and to batten on doles thy insatiate belly.”

Him then in answer addressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus :
“ Eurymachus, would only we twain had a trial of labour,

Late in the season of spring, when the days grow longer and lon ger,
Evena trial of grass, I holding a well-bent sic kle,

Thou with alike, that we each mi ght vie with the other at mowing,
Fasting till late in the gloom, with a crop right heavy before us.

Else let them give usa team to be driven—the stron gest of oxen,
%‘awn): of colour fmd mighty in bulk, well sated with fodder,

Ggual inageand in bearing the yoke, and of strength unexhausted—
Ti:fe utsh a ﬁ?ld four:-acred with soil that will yield to the ploughshare,
- SZI;ct owdst see if the furrow I cut is a clean and a straight one.
e (: war be awaker} ed by Zeus whencever he willeth

Give me‘;‘;’lﬂiow, and give me a shield and a couple of lances,
g 5: met of bronze, well-fitted to cover my temples,

¢ St see me amidst of the foremost ranks of the fighters,

¥::?:rt;§a;:i:ilﬁgd5t talk with a scornful contempt of my belly.
While in thy folly tf}’llézr(; utterly wanton—thy heart is un eeling—

254 cemest thyself some mighty and great one,




Since it is only with men right weak thou consortest and cowards.

O that Odysseus returned ! that he came once more to his homeland! Odyzsey
Soon thou’dst flnd that th.c doors, though verily broad is the doorway, 3 ; V{;’I!’
Prove too strait for thy flight, as thou hurriest out of the portal.” 8- 418

Thus did he speak ; but the man with a heart more maddened to fur

Glared at Odysseus askance and with swift-winged words he addressed him :
« Ah, thou impertinent w::retch, I’ punish thee soon for thy prating ! .
Ay, in the presence of princes thou prat’st, with thy impudent spirit

All unabashed. Is it wine that has got to thy wits? or, it may be

Such is the bent of thy mind to be always foolishly blabbing. ’

Crazy methinks thou art gone through conquering Irus the vagrant.”
Loudly he uttered the words, and he seized on a stool—but Odysseus
Turning to Amphinomus sank down by the knees of the chieftain,
Fearing the blow ; and he cast—and the footstool smote on the right hand
One that was bearing the wine, and the bowl to the ground with a clatter
Crash’d, and the youth with a groan on his back in the dust was extended.

Straight in the shadowy halls was a clamour aroused by the suitors,
While each looked in the face of another anigh him exclaiming :

“ Would that this tramp of a stranger had elsewhere met his perdition
Ere he had come to the palace to cause such tumult and uproar.

Lo, we're quarrelling over a tramp ; all joy in the banquet

Now will be utterly spoilt, for nought but unpleasantness reigneth.”

Then spake Telemachus and with words right royal addressed them :
““ Sirs, ye appear to be mad. No more your conduct conceals it

ow ye partook of the food and the wine. Some demon excites you.
Now, if enough he has feasted, let each go sleep at his homestead—
Nay, he shall go when he wills ; I will drive no guest from my palace.”

Thus did he speak, and the men all biting their lips in amazement
Marvelled at Telemachus and the dauntless words he had uttered,

Till prince Amphinomus made answer and thus he addressed them
(Famed was the prince, and his father was son of Aretias, N isus) o o2
“Listen, my friends : when the word that is spoken is spoken with justice,
None should surely be wroth with the speaker and answer in anger.
Neither maltreat, I beseech you, the stranger or other soever,

None of the drudges that serve in the palace of godlike Odysseus.

Come, let the bearer of wine now prime for libation the goblets,
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i h one to hish
Jet us pour and return for the night eac is homestead.
;lezh?ng :}I:c stranger, I vote1n the halls of Odysseus to leave him.
Telemachus can befriend him, for his was the house that he came to.”

Thus did he speak, and his word seemed pleasant to all of the others.

So wasa bowl made ready of wine; lord Mulius mixed it,

Herald of Dulichium, who on Amphinomus was attendant.

Then to them all he dispensed it in turn, and they made a libation
Unto the blesséd :mmortals and drank of the wine honey-hearted
After libation and drinking as much as their spirits enjoined thcm.
Straight they departed to lay them to sleep each one in his homestead
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ODYSSEY BOOK XIX

oW \..vhcn 'thc godlike Odysseus was left in the hall of his homestead,
Plotting with help of the goddess Athena the doom of the suitors,
Quickly he turned to his son, & with swift-win ged words he addressed him:
¢ Telcmachus—tl?osc weapons of war—we shall need to conceal them,
: Every one, fm.d with words of persuasion addressin g the suitors

Try to cajole them, if missing the arms they shall ply thee with questions.

Say: ‘I've stowed them because of the smoke. They resemble no longer

Those once left by Odysseus behind him when sailin g for Troyland ;

Spoilt are all by the breath of the fire, where’er it has reached them.

Also a reason was put in my mind by the Father Cronion,

Even the fear lest heated with wine and beginning to quarrel

One on another ye fall, and with blood bring shame on the feastings,

Ay and the wooings ; for iron itself attracteth to bloodshed.’”

These words uttered, the youth, as his well-loved father commanded,
Called from her chamber and spake to the nurse, old Eurycleia:

“Go, dear mother, and shut me the maids in the women’s apartment,
While I shall bear to the room of the treasure the arms of my father,
Lying—the beautiful things—all tarnished by smoke and uncared for
During the years that my father was absent and during my childhood.
Now I will stow them away where vapour and smoke shall not reach them.”
Then did the dear old nurse make answer, and thus she addressed him :
“ Ay and if also, my child, thou’dst give such care and attention

Unto the whole of the house, and the guarding of all of the treasures !
Come now, who shall attend thee and carry a cresset to light thee ?
None of the maids thou permittest to come who attend to the lighting.”
Her sage Telemachus addressing in turn gave answer :

“ Lo, this stranger will light me. I ne’er shall allow to be idle

One that has tasted my rations, although he is come from a distance.”

Thus did he speak, and the word that he uttered abode with her wingless.
Quickly she bolted the doors of the fair-built women’s apartment.

Then with his glorious son uprising the hero Odysseus

Carried the bronze-bossed shields and the helms to the innermost chamber,
Also the keen-edged spears ; and before them the goddess Athene

Went with a cresset of gold that around poured wonderful lustre.
Suddenly then to his sire turned Telemachus, and addressed him :

“ Father, it sure is 2 marvellous thin g that I plainly behold here— o
% 2
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__for the walls and the beautiful alcoves,
and the pillars that rise to the rooftrees,

em flooded with light o_fa ra_diant sp!cn’c’lour,
All tomy eyes €™ 70 nhabits the infinite heaven.
ddressed these words dee p-}()llot; ing O}iiysscus :

| such things in thy h_cart, and refrain thee from questions

“H"S.h l. a:fcﬁ;i?:om of the gods who inhabit Olympus.
L lsla thee to sleep, and alone in the }}all thou shalt leave me.
(}312;0::"11 Iytry to incite to a quarrel the maids and thy mother ;

Then by her sorrows induced she will ask me the whole of my story.”

Leastways SO it appears

Him then1n answer a

: his son went forth from the hall and betook him
%Jnigdhl}:cfg;?lll{g:?flto sleep, by the light of the radiant torches, .
Where to repose was his wont whenspc’er sweet sleep overcame him.
There did he lay him to rest and awz_ut'cd the sacrcc.l morning,

While in the hall of his palace remaining the godlike Odysseus :
Planned with the help of the goddess Athena the doom of the suitors.

Now came forth of her chamber the wise-souled Penelopeia,

Like to the daughter of Leto or Queen Aphrodite the golden.

Nigh to the hearth they had placed her the couch she was wont to recline on,
Skilfully carved and with silver and ivory wrought by the artist

Icmalius, and below for the feet he had fashioned a footstool

Joined to the couch, on the which outspread was a beautiful sheepskin.
Hither she came and reclined her, the wise-souled Penelopeia.

Then did the white-armed maids from the women’s apartment approaching
Set them a-clearing the tables and all of the food and the goblets

Out of the which they had drunk, those insolent men, as they feasted.

Then frorr_l the braziers the ashes they cast on the ground, and they piled them
Freshly with many alog, to illumine the hall and to warm it.

}\‘Tow once more was Odysseus assailed by the maiden Melantho :
LSH.anger, it seems thou art fain ¢’en now to annoy us, at night-time
Gc;:t 1t‘}]1g about in the house and leering after the women.
Bise wl;:haw;y from thf’ palace, thou wretch! Let thy supper content tl,mc !
i a:k rand they’ll bpat thee and teach thee the way to the portal. ¥
“thiforintie at the maid dccP-p_lottin g Odysseus addressed her:
Mot ot good woman, with furious anger assail me ?

Y because I am dirty and clothed in a sorry apparel ?

Merely bec

ause I am trampi :

) ing the land? e.
E’en as myself must pec PIE But necessity makes m

258 ds be a man that is beggar and vagrant.




Once I was owner of house and of home and was held by my fellows Odyssey
| Rich in estate, and was wont full often to give toa vagrant s

f Every beggar, whatever he seemed and whatever he Wante’d, 75-113

Many and many a thrall I possessed and abundance of all thin gs

Such as allow of an easy existence and rich reputation.

Then I was ruined by Father Cronion—1I ween that he willed it.

W herefore, woman, beware lest thou too utterly losest

All the renown and the glory in which thou excell’st as a handmaid.
Well can it happen if only thy lady is driven to anger,

Or . . if Odysseus return—and of hope still left is a remnant—
Else, if indeed he is dead and is ne’er to return to his homeland,
Such is already his son—jyea such, by the grace of Apollo,
Telemachus is become, no handmaid here in his palace

Playing the wanton escapeth his eye—no more is he childish.”

Thus as he spake he was heard by the wise-souled Penelopeia.

Straight to the maiden she turned and addressed her and sharply rebuked her :
<« Neither, thou shameless, impertinent thing, doth thy conduct escape me.
Gross is the sin thou committ’st : with thy head thou shalt purge the pollution,
Also thou knewest it well—for thou verily heardst me assert it—

How I was minded to cometto the hall and to question the stranger

Touching the fate of my lord ; for my endless sorrow outwears me.”

Turning her then to her woman, the house-dame, thus she addressed her :
¢« Eurynomé, come, bring me a chair with a cover of sheepskin,

So that the stranger can sit and can tell me his story and also

Listen to all that I ask—for I wish him to answer my questions.”

Thus did she speak, and the woman, a chair well-polished selecting,
Speedily brought it and placed it, and covered it o'er with a sheepskin.
Here did he sit him adown, long-suffering godlike Odysseus.

Then she began to address him, the wise-souled Penelopeia :

“ Firstly of all, O stranger, I wish thee to answer a question:

Whence and what mortal thou beest. Tell too of thy city and parents.”
Her then in answer addressed these words dcep—plottin g Odysseus :

¢ Lady, on earth there lives not the man would wish to offend thee
Saying thee nay, for thy fame is as high as the infinite heaven,

E’en as the fame of a monarch that feareth the gods an(.i is blameless,
One that as ruler supreme of a great and a powerful nation

Ever defendeth the right ; and the dark earth beareth in season

Barley and wheat, and the trees are laden with fruitage, and alway

Yean unfailin g the flocks, and the sea gives fish in abundance ;

(8]
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:deth his people and maketh

t asl.c will I answer thee here :lr:i[}? e

on me not of my race and my)}"g;:ace :

thou shalt fill with affliction m C_la.nd,

where many a sOfrow was mine ; and I mgs:f:)lnt
ot

his wisdom he gu
hou shal

Waking the past,

Here in thy home—in
Sit and lament; and it proﬂtcth nought to be endlessly mourni
rning.

Yea and I fear ‘twould anger thy handmaid (ev ol
: R en th
Then she will say [ am swimming in tears as(a man tisa?if :3;’) » K
. un -cn'n

Him then in answer addressed these w i
: d ;
«Stranger, ife’er I was deemed to cxcc(l)rinst‘};:ls; Fenslapeins
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Then by the help of my maidens—the reckless and impudent creatures—

Coming upon me by stealth they surprised me, and loudly reproached me.

Thus was I forced, though sorely unwilling, to finish the labour
Now can I neither escape from a marriage, nor yetam I able .
Further device to discover ; and urgently also my parents

Bid me to marry ; and vexed is my son as they waste his possessions ;
Yes, for he knows—is already a man, and is capable full )
Care to bestow on his home : such glory the Father vouchsafes him.
Nay but I beg thee to tell me the race to the which thou belongest.
Not from a rock thou art sprung nor the ancient fabulous oak-tree.”

Her then in answer addressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus :

«Lady and consort revered of Odysseus the son of Laertes,

Never, methinks, thou’lt weary of asking me after my kindred.

Well, I will tell thee the truth—though verily pain it will cause me

More than the pain that I feel, as is ever the way when a mortal

Such long years as myself from the land of his birth is an exile,

Visiting many a city of strangers and suffering hardships.

Yet e¢’en so I will answer thy question and all thou hast asked me.

There is a land called Crete in the midst of the wine-dark ocean,

Fertile and fair, girt round by the water, with people upon it

Many—a numberless host ; and ninety the towns they inhabit.

Mixed is the speech of the tongues of the diverse races—Achaeans,

True-born Cretans, a race high-hearted, Cydonian people,

Long-plumed Dorian folk and the heaven-descended Pelasgi.

One of the towns, and the greatest, is Cnosus, the city that Minos

Ruled nine years ; and he shared in the counsels of Zeus the Almighty.

Minos’ son, and my father, was Deucalion the heroic.

Also by Deucalion prince Idomeneus was begotten.

He was my brother ; he sailed with the crook-beaked vessels to Troyland,

Following Atreus’ sons. He was better at arms and was elder;

I, who was younger, was called by the name right famous of Aethon.

There I Odysseus beheld : as my guest I received him with presents.

Unto the isiand of Crete he was borne by the might of the storm-wind

While he was steering for Troy, swept southward afar from Malea.

So in Amnisus he stayed, by the cavern of Eileithyia.

Hard is the haven to win, and he barely escaped from the tempest.

Then to the city of Cnosus he came and he asked for my brother,

Saying that Idomeneus was a friend whom he lode and respected.

Ay but already the tenth or eleventh morn had arisen .

Since in the crook-beaked ships he had sailed for the land of the Trojans.
Ré"
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I eus and treated him kindly,
Odyssey Soto the gg:lsc : f‘:n‘“tf:lag:ﬁam wealth of the homcste{ld.
yix  Offering him and all of the men that had followed him thither
195-282 Alsol gavcncctc d in public of glittcring wine and of barley,
Presents €0 ver to slaughter for feasts to their souls’ satisfaction.
Oxen moreo were prisoned the godlike Achaeans,

in the port
Ten days long in the PO North, that permitted not even on dry land

hurricane
Penned by the ;:;sr;'eet : for a hostile deity roused it.

on
%;Z;ﬁ:t:l?:lthi rteenth morning it fell, and at once they departed.”
Thus in the likeness of truth he related a tissue of falsehood.

Meantime weeping she listened, her cheeks all flooded with teardrops,

Like to the snow when it melteth away from the heights of the mountains
Thawed by the breath of the Eurus—the snow that the Zephyr hath sprin;;lcd
Flen as it melteth and filleth with water the beds of the rivers, 3
Thus was her beautiful face all flooded with tears as she listened,

Mourning the death of her husband—who sat at her side ; and Odysseus
Touched to the heart by the grief of his wife, felt tender compassion ; :

E}t diil his cye; k.iehp ?ﬁ:d’ ;s of horn they had been or of iron, ;

otionless under the lids. Tears came, but he skilfully hid them.

Now when at last she had taken her fill of her tears andy lamenting

Once more found she the words for an answer, and thus she addressed him :
“Friend—for a friend I wi ' i i g
“Friend—for a frien I will call t_hce—-to test thee is now my intention,
Wr];;ther in sooth he was there with his valiant comrades, and whether
o ly my husband was welcomed as guest in thy halls, as thou sayest.
& !fdime gacﬂy,l pray, of the raiment he wore on his body;
g o mmncr:ofman that he seemed—and his followers also.”

TP = la

addressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus :
ard, for I never again was anigh him

methinks full twenty they number

_:g._-shgrges of my native country.

heart he is imaged.

orn by the godlike Odysseus,

-do ‘gold and was furnished

‘was embossed with a picture:

n with his forefeet,

atly astonished

he fawn as he choked it,

it was writhing.
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; elder in years by a little—
Alway attended him ; ay, I can also describe his gppcarance 4

Round in the shquldcrs and dark in his skin, and with hair that was curly,
Eurybatés was his name, and of all of his comrades Odysseus
Honoured him most, for the man had a mind that was like to the master’s.”

Thus as he spake to alon ging for tears still more he aroused her,

Since in her heart she confessed that the token was sure that he gave her.
Now when at last she had sated her sou] with her tearful lamentin 2,
Once more finding the words for an answer she spake and addressed him -
“Stranger, before it was only thy misery moved my compassion ;

Now as a friend I shall welcome and honour thee here in my homestead.
Yes—these garments, I gave them myself—just such as thou sayest—
Folded I carried them forth from my room, and the glittering brooch too
Added to serve as adornment. But, ah, no more shall I see him !

Ne’er shall I welcome him home to the well-loved land of his fathers ;
Nay, for I know to his doom in the hollow shi p he departed

Sailing for Ilion, city of doom, name ne’er to be uttered.”

Her then in answer addressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus :

“Lady and consort revered of Odysseus the son of Laertes,

Waste no longer with weeping thy beautiful body, nor sorrow,

Wearing thy spirit away, for thy lord |—Though scarce can I blame thee;

Every woman is fain to lament when she loseth her husband, _

One who loved her in youth and has made her the mother of children,
hough not a man as Odysseus, the equal, they say, of immortals.

Stay howbeit thy tears and consider my words, I beseech thee.

This I can tell thee for certain, nor longer I wish to conceal it,

TO“Ching thy husband’s return . . that I heard of Odysseus but lately,

Not in a far-ofFland but the rich Thesprotian country, s
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Odyssey Ay

ore.317 Allhe has lost, an

. : 1l many abeautiful treasure, :
andalive; and 1 brmgsf_fgm the %coplc. His trusty companions

Gifts that he got t:iyhl} quh“ocli;w ship, on the v.vinc-dark ocean,
1 he was leaving the isle Thrinacia—since they had angered
While dct}:'c wun-god Eelios; for they slau ghtered his oxen.

e anh erished, entombed in the fathomless surges of ocean—
il gh cen & s borne on the keel of his ship to the dryland,

himself; he was :
ﬁal-ln?lu;f alxr:;tion akin to the gods, Phaeacian pepple:. '
These right heartily welcomed and honoured him like an immortal,

- I many a gift; and they wished of themselves to convoy him
ng{i;ga;lmn to hi)srhfme, and Odysseus had verily been here
Long since, only it seemed to his mind more prudent and better
Wealth to collect as he journeyed around through many a country,
Since more wily and gainful devices than others of mortals .
Knoweth Odysseus ; on earth there lives not his equal in cunning.
Now it was this that I heard from the King of Thesprotia, Pheidon:
Oft he assured me on oath, as he poured in his hall a libation,
Dragged to the sea was the ship, and the crew of the rowers was ready,
Waiting to carry him home to the well-loved land of his fathers.
Me ere this he despatched—for it chanced that a vessel was sailing,
Manned with Thesprotian folk, to the island of bountiful harvests
Dulichium ; and he showed me the wealth that Odysseus had gathered,
Treasures sufficient to feed one’s heirs to the tenth generation;
Such was the wealth that Odysseus had stored in the halls of the monarch.
Now he was gone, I was told, to Dodona, to list to the counsel
Zeus from the thick-leaved height of his oak might utter to guide him
So as to win once more to the well-loved land of his fathers
Whence so long he is missed, whether open his coming or secret.
Thus, as I say, he is safe ; ere lon g thou’lt learn his arrival ;
‘IY;a heis even at hand, nor afar from his friends and his homeland
= ng V}:ﬂl he tarry—And yet, I will give thee an oath to confirm it.
Y::ta;de?h:ri:ncss }:t Zeus, of immortals the highest and strongest,
Verily all e t:s.:'lt1 0 to the which I am come of the noble Odysseus,
e }':;r ogn%s thalt-; I tell thee will find a fulfilment.
e dli :s[:lantd :.}tllll circles return sh.all Odysseus,
e new-born moon is appearing.”

Hi i
= lgla?grz?v;lth gaveanswer the wise-souled Penelopeia -
> 1 pray for the word thou hast spoken to l{)nd a fulfilment ;

Then shalt th : :
O e oor ;\1 speedily find both friendship and many a present

7 ¢—such that whoever shall meet thee will hold thee as blesséd.




Ah but in this wise bodeth my spirit, and thus it wil] happen :

; Odysse;
Ne'er shall Odysseus return to his home, and ne’er shalt thou gain thee x{rx :
Escort hence—for the house now lacketh a lord and a master 312 - 360

Such as Odysseus when living amidst us—if ¢’er he was living—
Ready to welcome and honour a guest and to s
Hearken, my maid_s—yc shall wash this stran ger and place him a bedstead.
Strew it with bedding—a mattress and wrappers and glistering blankets
So that he lie right warm till the fair-throned morn shall awake him.
Mind at the dawning of day to prepare him a bath and anoint him -

Then at the table with Telemachus let his seat be provided :

Here in the hall—"T'will be worse for the fellow, whoe’er of the suitors
Harms him or wantonly vexes hissoul. No longer shall such one

Here find profit, although full sorely his spirit be angered.

Nay, O stranger . . . for how wilt thou ever discern me a woman

Better than others in good understandin g and thoughtful devices,

Should I allow thee unwashed and unkempt and in SOrry apparel

Here to be seated as guest in my hall? Short-lived is 2 mortal,

Every one who is hard in his nature and hard in his actions,

All men call down curses upon him and long for his ruin

While he isliving ; as soon as he dieth they merrily mock him.

Every one who is blameless in nature and blameless in action,

Widely is spread his repute by the guests he hath kindly entreated

E'en to the ends of the carth, and by many is lauded his goodness.”

peed him at parting.

Her then in answer addressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus:
¢ Lady and consort revered of Odysseus the son of Laertes,

Verily unto my soul have wrappers and glistering blankets

Hateful appeared from the day when the snow-clad mountains of Creta
Faded from sight as I voyaged from thence on the long-oared vessel.
Nay, I will lie as so often I lay all sleepless till daybreak,

Since full many a night on a bed unspeakably wretched

Have I reclined and awaited the fair-throned beautiful morning.
Also the bathing of feet delighteth my heart as aforetime

Now no longer, and never my foot shall be touched by a2 woman,
Any of all of the maidens who work in thy palace as servants,

Save peradventure a dame right agéd, devoted and loyal,

One that has learnt in her heart to endure much sorrow, as I have.
Should such woman be present I would not forbid her to bathe me.”

Him forthwith gave answer the wise-souled Penelopeia:
“Stranger belovéd—for ne’er was a man more full of discretion, s
205



ve that has come as a guest to my homestead—
rudence t}l?lll showe(sit én all thou hast spoken
A 1 endant I own, full sage an iscerning, :
< g;l;l{vﬂ?:sl;m i lord—ill-fated Odysseus ; she §cared him
Yea in her armsshe received him assoon as his motchr had borne him :
She will providc thee a bath for the fcc.t, though agéd and feeble. .
Come now, rise at my bidding, thou wise-souled Eurycleia !
Bathe this man. He is like to thy master 1n age ; and Odysseus
ch in his hands and his feet as this stranger,

Now is pcrhapsjust su :
Since that a man grows old full soon if he meeteth misfortune.”

flo
d. None more “forthy (o)
e ol Such is the wisdom and p

Thus did she speak, and her agéd attendant, bitterly weeping,
Covered her face with her hands, while words right doleful she uttered :

«Woe tome ! Woe for my child ! All helpless I mourn thee—of all men
Hated by heaven the most, though pious and heaven revering.
Never did any of mortals to Zeus that delighteth in thunder
Offerings make of the fat thigh-flesh, and of chosen oblations,
Such as thyself wert wont while praying the Father to bring thee
Unto a smooth old age and thy glorious son to his manhood ;
Yet hath he taken from thee—thee only—the day of retu rnin
Yea and perchance e’en thus in an alien people the women =
Mocked him whenever he came to the far-famed house of a chieftai
ﬁven as here thou art mocked by the women—the im pudcn(t: ci‘c tta o
. : ; eatures.
le] ;sr;ds ltu?) 3?;E ::Leél; }tlaurft; and their ceaseless insults thou willst not
e ee; but, lo, I am ready to do as my mistress
s me, the daughter of Icarius, wise Penelopei
Gladly thy feet will I wash-—no,t only for Pe Pclla' i
Nay, but forthine own sake ; for th ¥1 e
Deitlrtnic: Morcovc’r attentc' ciart in my bosom with pity
any 2 Waywornstranger ar;ivcs atl:}f y mark what I tell thee :
Mortal I saw so like to another as h : palac_c, o o
Sl A it Zs hcra: is the likeness—
Her e e ?h thy feet thou art like to Odysseus.”
Tone slih di i ese words deep-plotting Odysseus :
B aiOlfsecrvin o it ot Pustbenelius,
S ettt 0 thgother;
yseli moreover hast noted and told m’c.”




Struck by the fear lest while that she handled his body the woman, Odyssey,
Seeing the scar, might know him, and all might then be discovered. XIx
So she approached, and she set her to wash him—her Jord ; and she straightway *7-4%
Knew him, perceiving the wound that a boar’s white tusk had inflicted
Once when he went to Parnassus to visit the sire of his mother,
Autolycus and his sons—brave prince, who in craft was un rivalled
Skilled in the taking of oaths, and deceits that a deity taught him,

Even Hermeias himself; for he burnt well-pleasing oblations, i
Thighs of the lambs and the kids, and the god vouchsafed him his favour.
Now it had chanced, when he came to the fertile Ithacan country,
Autolycus found there with a new-born infant his daughter.

Him laid Eurycleia the nurse on the knees of his grandsire

E’en as he ended his supper, and turned to the prince and addressed him :
<« Autolycus, now think of the name that thou willst to be given

Unto the son of thy daughter—the darlin g that long she has prayed for.”
Then prince Autolycus upraising his voice made answer :

“Daughter, and lord of my daughter, a name I will tell you to give him.
Hither, behold, I am come much angered at many a mortal,

Many a man and a woman on earth which nourisheth all things;
Wherefore name him Odysseus, ‘ The Angered”’ ; moreover I promise,
Should he arrive at his manhood, and come to the home of his mother,
Even the palace that lies on Parnassus amid my possessions,

Out of my wealth I will make him a gift and dismiss him rejoicing.”

So to receive from the prince these glorious presents Odysseus

Came to Parnassus, and Autolycus and the sons of the chieftain

Offered him greeting with grasp of the hand and with words of affection ;
Amphitheé moreover, his mother’s mother, embraced him,

Giving him kisses on both of his beautiful eyes and his forehead.
Autolycus now ordered his sons, the illustrious princes,

Quickly a meal to prepare ; and they hastily did as he bade them.
Bringing a five-year male from the herd of the cattle, they killed it,
Flayed it and deftly prepared it—divided the whole of the carcass,
Skilfully chopped it in pieces and spitted the pieces on skewers.

Then, when with care it was roasted and ready, they portioned the messes.
Thus then all of the day, till the sun sank down in the ocean,

Feasting they sat, and their souls lacked nought in the plentiful banquet,
Till, when the sun went down and come was the gloom of the twilight,
Weary they laid them to rest and accepted the blessing of slumber.

Now when the morning was newly arisen, the roscate-ﬁﬂ_gCI‘Cd,
Forthwith gat them away to the chase both dogs and their masters,

Sons of the prince, old Autolycus; and the godlike Odysseus
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Odyssey Went with them. Soon they arrived at the woodclad slo
x7x  Even Parnassus, and entered at once in the wind-swept ges of the mounty;
431470 Just as the sun with his light new-risen was smiting th!::g i o
Mounting on high from the placid and fathomless de tlfornﬁclds,
woodland the beaters arrived, aI:] d sb:fg trf;ct }c:cean,
€m

Then at a glade of the
d, scenting a trail, and the sons of the chief
eftain

Onward the dogs sprea
Followed behind, and amidst of them all went godlike Od
ysseus

Close to the dogs, and his quivering s . hi
Here was a monstrous boacxl' that hgd g o an0 he was swayi
Whither the might of e 3 made him a lair in the thj el
y ‘lh c:i'dc might of the wind ne’er breathed through lad thicket,
de%‘ }i ever the sun with the shafts of his radianfc aden with moisture
H?g i thc rain drip through it at all, so deep in the COPICrce it, )
Soon‘g?; ih?:c:; r?(fithfc}lio? ; and of leaves was a plcntif‘l;?:it
Silene 0 tH e feet of the dogs and the beaters aroWn fa!].
2l g- He rushed from the depths of th ouse him
ry bristle erect, and his eyes all flami pths of the thicket t
Facing them. Th yesall flaming, he stood ther 0 meet them
e . Then to advance was the first and th e 3
ing his long sharp spear in hi the foremost Od
B e s powerful hand, he attacked hi ysseus.
Sideways striﬁing hain; clo)vm tl}nc sk for him alt;s}:d;l o
2 er - >
Mauch of the flesh s but as farta e tncc with the tusk ; and it ric Olc]lt
ghenkby Odysseus was smittc: tth g t1:om': of the man it attaincg ]:,c ¢ through
truck hi e boar: : ok,
e ;ﬁl‘;’;‘: l}::iseg clcan-throu gh himctu}]xct:h?lght’ by th? shoulder,
Autolycus’ d e dust with a scream point of the glittering spear-b
i ti us t:r sons then busied them o1 and fled was his spirit ol
ey te oV 3
Bound ity wi?h :g-tlllle wound of the valiantcr;gf'liarcass :
Staunched; and ;t, and the dark red bloodgw't}ll ity
Here did the pri once they returned t 1th a song of enchantment
C ¢ prince old Autol o the home of thei
S arefully see to his healin olycus and the sons of the h?lr B e
Bz?l: ttoo, lovingly spee ding’ ;’,’d offered him glorious Crcl i
e i S e cy senthit
ucstionc:l }(:1 dhim returned to }‘:}Oi’hcr, the queen, and his f:t?l:
How b i how he had 1s home, and they ask e or :
y the glitter; come by th y asked him of all things—
e ering tusk of y the wound: and h Ings
with the sop of a boar he w. ; and he duly related
sof the chj - asstruck on P
ief, prince Autol arnassus,
ycus, he was hunting.

Now as th
hEr flat of h
nNew 1t at er hand passed o'er ;
Ot e Dythes sed o’er it, the agé
Cilfired oo 100 M e o e
an : st W :
268 gasit fell on jts %idcr u::si}::r Pl}'i1 The vessel s
: Ing the water.
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THE RECOGNITION OF ODYSSEUS BY EURYCLEIA







Joy overwhelmed her together with grief, while gathering teardrops Odyssey
Flooded her eyes, and the flow of her clear-voiced utterance failed her. XIX
Then, to the chin of Odysseus uplifting her hand, she addressed him : 471 -507
«Yea, thou art truly Odysseus—my child ! my belovéd ! my master !

Nor did I know thee until I had handled the whole of thy body ! ”

E’en as she spake she was eagerly glancing at Penelopeia,

Wishing to tell her that here in his home was her own dear husband,

Yet was her mistress unable to answer her look or to note it,

Since that the goddess Athena diverted her mind ; and Odysseus

Groped with his right for the throat of the woman and clutched it and held it,
While with the other he drew her anigh him and spake to her saying :

« Nurse, dost thou wish to destroy me—the child thou didst tenderly nourish
Here on thy breast—when at last, all perils and sufferings ended,

Now in the twentieth yeari] am come to the land of my fathers?

Since thou art ware of the truth (for a god to thy heart hath revealed it)

Keep thou silence—that none in the palace suspect it beside thee,

This moreover I say—'"twill certainly find a fulfilment—

Should God grant me to vanquish the arrogant suitors, not even

Thee will I spare, fond nurse of my childhood, whenever the others

Here in my halls I shall slay—those faithless ones of the handmaids.”

Him forthwith gave answer the wise-souled Eurycleia:

« Nay but my child, what word by the door of thy lips hath escaped thee!
Surely thou knowest how strong is my will and unbending my spirit.
Firm I will keep me—as firm and as rigid as stone or as iron.

Also a thing will I say, which carefully mark and remember :

Should God grant it indeed that thou vanquish the arrogant suitors,
Then I will tell thee of all concerning the maids in the palace,

Which of them honour thee not and which are guiltlessamong them.”
Her then in answer addressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus:
“Nurse, why talkst thou of these? It is nowise needful to tell me.

Well shall I mark them and learn to distinguish the one from the other.
Keep such words to thyself! Leaveall to the gods, and be silent !”

Thus did he speak ; and the nurse passed forth from the hall to procure her
Water again fg)r his feet ; for the whole he had spilt of the other.

So, when at last he was bathed and anointed with oil of the olive,

Nearer again to the hearth drew up with his settle Odysseus,

Wishing to warm him, and covered the scar with his ragged apparel.
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Odyssey Then wise

XIX

508-548 Soon will be com!

n once more to address him : _
ke still one slight question I ask thee,
ng for all the dclcctab_lc season of slt}mber,
om sweet sleep Visits lé!‘ spltcdof: their sorrows,

1 orrow unending a deity sent me,
While for m’f:g ;éoltth?na; fnv spirit with wgce pin gy and wailing,
alicap s rk and the tasks of my maids in the palace.

: wo g
Tv*\!f]};;lei;;t;f:g:;::gncss is come and all are buried in slumber,

: h with a close-thronged heart, and around it

Slr_:cpl_css I lleit(::li ;‘ g“f:rl:; and distress me amigst of my mournin g.
%t’?ng:slfha::i(aughter of Pandareiis, pale-plumaged A&don,

Singeth her exquisite song when the season ofspring is advancing,

Out of her hli]dden retreat in the ntmills;rori tcl;g c;:il:j;t:;:lrllégicbra nches

ring with many a varying note 5

{)ﬁ?ﬁile sghc bcwailc{h the ﬂarﬁng she slew in her ignorant madness,
Itylus—even her child, whose father was Zethus the monarch ;
Thus too wavers my spirit anc.i swaying to this anfl to that side
Biddeth me now to remain with my son, protecting securel
All my possessions and slaves and the high-roofed halls of my homestead,
Paying respect to the bed of my lord and the voice of the people ;
Then it will bid me to follow the man who of all the A chaeans

Proveth the best of the suitors and offereth numberless presents.

Touching my son—so long as he still was a child and was thoughtless

Never he wished me to wed and abandon the home of my husband ;

Novfr heis grown ; and as soon as he reached full measure of manhood
Straight he began to beseech me to go—to depart from the palace—
Angercgl in heart at the waste of his wealth by the princes Achaean.

Now will I beg thee to list to a dream that I dreamt, and to rede it.

?;;56, Sohrne twenty in number, I keep at the house, and th ey feed on
Oncecatft atI putin the water ; and watching them giveth me pleasure.
Killed trl-?m t{:e mountain descending, an eagle, enormous and hook-beaked,

e ir?mh y se1zing and breaking the necks of them all ; and they lay there

Then o Iiv eap in the court, while soarin g to heaven he vanished.

e dy :t};]t ang lamented aloud (although I was dreaming),
earing mge bit:rel around me the fair-tressed maids of Achaea,
Swiftly howbcitcr y wail for my geese all killed by the eagle.

sy th:t'-tu.rmng he sat on the end of a roof-beam, )
aughter of £, fvowc ofa man he addressed me and stayed me from weeping
O mere drea rl; ameq I,CamlS, take courage ! I bring thee
"1 dutavision of truth that will find a fulfilment.

0 these geese—
270 oo —they betoken the suitors ; and I, that as eagle

Penelopeia bega

ine own §a
« Stranger, for mine

Coming forall wh

<



Firstly appeared in thy dream, am returned to thee no
Yea and will bring down fearful destruction on all of
Thus as he spake, from its spell sweet slumber release
Peering around I perceived that my geese were still i
Greedily eating the corn at the side of the trough, as

w as thy husband,
the suitors.’

d me, and straightway
n the courtyard
aforetime.”

Her then in answer addressed these words deep-plottin A

« None, O lady, I ween, were able the dream fol;nterprgc? dysseus:
Elsewise wresting its meaning, for truly Odysseus in person

Telleth thee how he shall bring it to pass. Doom threatens the suitors

All of them. None shall escape from his lot and the death that awaits ljlim."

Him forthwith gave answer the wise-souled Penelopeia:

« Stranger, a dream is a thing right difficult, hard to interpret ;
Neither is all that we dream oft certain to find a fulfilment.

Twain are fabled the gates of the shadowy visions of Dreamland,
One of them fashioned of horn, and of ivory fashioned the other.
Every vision that passeth the white sawn ivory portal

Lightly deceives, and the message it bringeth is never accomplished ;
All which pass to the earth by the gate smooth-polished of ox-horn
Smoothly accomplish the truth, so oft as a mortal beholds them.
Never howbeit from thence (do I fear) did my wonderful vision
Come to me ; else to myself and my son ’twere joyfully welcome.
Also a thing will I say, which carefully mark and remember :

Soon will be here the detestable dawn that will cut me for ever
Hence, from the home of Odysseus. I purpose to summon a contest,
Using the axes that here in the hall he has often erected,

Set in a row as the ribs of a vessel, a dozen in number.

Placing him then at a distance he shot through all with his arrow.
Now am I minded to offer this trial of skill to the suitors.

Who with his hands most easily stringeth the bow of Odysseus,
Should he be able to shoot clean through all twelve of the axes,

Him I shall follow as wife, and shall bid farewell to this mansion,
Beautiful, beautiful home of my girlhood, abounding in comfort—
Home that I often in future, methinks, in my dreams shall remember.”

Her then in answer addressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus::
“Lady and consort revered of Odysseus the son of Laertes,

Make no further delay with this trial of skill in thy homestead,

Seeing that verily soon will return deep-plotting Odysseus

Ere by the men, as in vain with the bow smooth-polished they fumble,

271

- Odyssey

XIX
540 - 656



: notch and the i is pi
ing on the not ron is pierced by an arrow »

Odyssey Stretched s the str
r the wise-souled Penelopeia :

XIX
s87-604 Him forthwith gavc‘ar]swc : ule:
«§houldst thou be willing to sit at my side in the hall and delight
f the night would slumber descend on my CYCIidTe’

Never the whole o )
Sleep howbeit we must; for to live and tolack it is able

None of mankind ; such fate is allotted by heaven to mortals,

Every wight thatis dwelling on earth, rich giver of harvests.
upper apartment, and there, when I enter

So I shall mount to my
Lay me again on the bed that is ever the place of my groani
Watered so oft by my tears from the day that Odyszc%s d:;;gg:éd
Sailing to Ilion, city of doom, name ne’er to be uttered.

Do thou lay thee to sleep in the palace

There I shall lay me to rest.
Strew thee a bed on the ground ; or the maidens shall place thee a bedstead
ead.”

These words spoken she went to her listering u
Neither alone did she go : she was folgiowcd b%, aﬁ% cfrhac[;a:::;gnt 3
So, to her upper apartment ascending with maiden attendant cns,
Here she lamented Odysseus, her well-loved husband, till S,l

Slumber was poured on her lids by the grey-eyed godcicss Efl?etn);
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O in the porch of the hall did ¢

Long did Odysseus, with heart that was broodi
Lie there sleepless. And out of the inner apartment the women 5
Those that had ever till now consorted in love with the suitors :
Came forth, bandying laughter and merriment one with another
Then, as he heard them, aroused was the soul in the depths of his i)osom
Many a time did he waver with doubt in his mind and his spirit ;
Whether to haste in pursuit and to deal out death to the maidens
Every one, or to leave them alone with the arrogant suitors g
One time more and the last ; and his heart growled fiercely within him ;
E’en as a dog, when in front of her helpless puppies she paces, ;
Growls in her rage at a man that she knows not and lon gs to assail him,
So it was growling within him in wrath at their infamous actions.
Then on his bosom he smote and his heart he addressed and rebuked it:
 Courage, my heart, and endure ! Still worse was the shame thou enduredst,
E’en on the day when the huge irresistible monster, the Cyclops,
Ate my heroic companions, but thou wast undaunted, till cunnin
Freed thee from out of the cave where certain appeared thy destruction.”

Thus did he speak to the heart in his bosom, exhortin g it sharply;
Yea and it heard and obeyed him, and held with a patient endurance
Firm. But Odysseus himself kept turning to this and to that side.
Just asa man in the front of a fire that is mightily blazing

Holdeth a puddin g of blood and of fat, and to this and to that side
Constantly turns it, and longs for the thing to be speedily roasted,
So was he tossing to this and to that side, musing in spirit

How ’twere best to attem pt the attack on the impudent suitors
Single against so many.

And now drew near him Athene, :
Come from the hei ghts of Olympus and changed to a woman in scm_blancc.
Standing beside him, anigh to his head, these words she addressed him :
“Wherefore still art thou lying awake, most hapless of mortals ?
Lo now, here is thy home ; here too is thy wife in thy hon}:‘:Stcad:
Ay and thy son—such son as by every father is longed for. o
S




Odyssey

sed these words deep-plotting Odysseus :
O goddess, is true an befitting ;

nd am musing in mind and in spirit
best to attempt the attack on :h,c impudent suitors,

. but one, while here in the house they re ever in numbers,
Being d“ bt st’ill greater is making me muse 1N my Spirit :

Also aI Ousla them by help of thyself and of Zeus the Almighty,
gﬁgfhctrio ﬁ)r;c and escape the avenger? Resolve it, I pray thee ! ”

n answer addres
thou hast said,
uch in suspense a

Her then i
« Verily all
Still [amm
How ‘twere

wer the grey-eyed goddess Athene :

«Slow to believe ! Why, many a man oft trustsin a Con}radc

Weaker by far—in a mortal with no such cou_nscls as mine be.

I am the goddess who vowed to protect thCC.tl” all was accomplished,
Yea and in every danger ; and once more plainly I tell thee,

Even if companies fifty in number ofmet} that be mortal

Compassed us closely about, right eager in battle to slay us,

All of their fat-fed flocks thou’dst capture and all of their cattle.

Come, compose thee to slumber ! A weary vexation is watching

All night sleepless ; and now thou art rising from out of thy troubles.”
These words uttered Athena, and poured forth sleep on his eyelids ;
Then she departed, the beautiful goddess, and came to Olympus.

Him forthwith gave ans

Meanwhile slumber had seized him and loosened the cares of his spirit,
Slumber that loosens the limbs. But his true-souled wife had awakened.
Long on her soft-strown bed she had sat and had wept and lamented,
Till, when at length she was weary in spirit of weeping and wailing,
Then did the fairest of women to Artemis turn in entreaty:

“Artemis, lady divine, O daughter of Zeus the Almighty,

Send, I beseech thee, an arrow that piercing my bosom shall slay me
SN(_)W ina moment—or would that the hurricane blast of the storm-winds
};lztiddme, and sweepin g me off on the shadowy paths of the tempests
E:; e r}r:e (llaelow, where back to the sea comes streamin g the Ocean, |
Fath::t fi aughters of Pandareiis were seized by the storm-blast.

R :nr mo;hcr t'hcy lost by the act of the gods, and as orphans

Fod thegrx srrfl:;ngd in the halls of the palace ; but Queen Aphrodite
iz rdsand on honey and wine that was sweet as the honey.
Besuty a::l %;chn the maidens above all women by Hera

Whilé from Pﬁh(::?; :}?d chaste Queen Artemis granted them stature,

ey learnt the designing of exquisite handwork.

N :
ow when the fair Aphrodite was wending to lofty Olympus,

here to obtaj : 5
o ain for the maidens the blissful assurance of wedlock,
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Seeking the promise of Zeus who delighteth in Odinse
All that to tzlarthborn mortals is grantcgd by Fatet(};rug;ls{eghfhl:nmowcth ;‘:cy
Meantime down came sweeping the Harpies, the Spir; ; Bl
gnatched them, and unto the hateful Eri nl;cs ga"e&:}ﬁg;sazi Zﬁﬁﬁé’s

Thus too sweep me away, O gods who inhabit Olympus ! A

Else, O fair-tressed Artemis, smite me |—and thus, with Od i)

Imaged in mind, I shall go to the terrible nethermost darknc};s

Nor shall I ever rejoice the affections of one that is baser. )

Now herein is an evil endurable-—namely, whenever

One that by day sits weeping, with heart sore stricken by sorrow

Yieldeth at night to the power of sleep : all things he forgetteth 3

Evil as well as the good, when it once o’ershadows his eyelids ;

While for myself—some deity sends false dreams to affiict me -

Yea and to-night one like to my husband was sleeping beside rr;c,

Such as he seemed when he sailed with the host ; and the heart in my bosom

Joy’d, for I thought that at last it was true—no dream, but a vision.”

Thus did she speak, and anon came Morning, the golden-enthronéd.
Now as she wept had her voice been heard by the godlike Odysseus.
Forthwith fell he a-musing thereat, and she seemed to his fanc
Surely to know him already and close to his head to be standing.
Rolling together the wraps and the fleeces wherein he had slumbered
These on a settle he laid in the hall, then carried the oxhide

Out to the court, and to Zeus uplifted his hands in entreaty :
“Father, if truly thy grace and the favour of heaven hath led me
Over the wet and the dry to my home (though sorely ye plagued me),
Grant me, I pray, that an omen be uttered by one that is waking
Here in the house ; and without, O Zeus, send also a portent !”

Such was the prayer that he uttered, and Zeus, great Counsellor, heard him.
Forthwith out of the radiant heights of Olympus he thundered

Down from aloft, from the sky; and godlike Odysseus exulted.

Also was uttered a voice by a woman that ground in an outhouse

Nigh to him. Here were standing the mills of the prince of the people.
These were worked by the women, a dozen in number, that toiled there
Making the meal of the wheat and the barley, the marrow of {nortals. ]
All of the rest were sleeping, for ground was the whole of their wheat-grain.
She was the weakest, and now was alone and inc_cssant] y toiling.

Stopping her mill she exclaimed (to her master it came as an omen):

“ Father of all! Great Zeus, who art monarch of men and immortals,
Loudly in sooth thou hast thundered from starry €Xpanses of heaven,



is surely a ﬁortcnt fo: lf;)tn}euc:?:r!
i i er :
fyssey Nor 154 ech, accomplish the pray -

0‘;; Y Also for mé& Po%rgl:]aicst of all their delightful ca}:ouslpgs l
114~ 16¢ O for the last 3l £ Odysseus to-day to be h.cld by the suitors!

Hereint < lyosencd my knees with this pitiless labour,
o w let them finish their feastings for ever ! ”
for he felt that the voice was an omen,
der of Zeus, and that vengeance had come for the guilty,

-1 in the beautiful home of Odysseus
Now ha‘.j1 t::: Jiitoif ;ﬂi&aﬁiznh the unwearied flame they rekindled.
GaEEs s rose from his bed, asa god in his beauty,
Telemachus too 1 suspended his keen-edged sword from the shoulder,
D Onnci-hlsr:};g:]l:s,kimfcd feet then fastened his beautiful sandals,
Eir;:ghil: ;Owcrful spear, with its blade sharp-pointed and b'ronzen,
Went to the threshold and, there as he stogd, called Eury qlcxa - :
«Say, dear nurse, did ye hon9ur the guestin the house? did ye give him
Food and a bed ? or, left to himself, is he lying uncared for ? :
Such is the way with my mother: although of a good understanding,
Blindly she seemeth to value the one or the other of mortals ;
Often she honours the worse and dismisses ?E: bettelr unhonoured.”
Him forthwith gave answer the wise-souled Eurycleia:
“Nay but, my c%ild, no blame hath thy mother ; thou needst not reproach her.
Wine he was given, and sat there drinking as long as he listed ;
Food he refused : no longer he hungered, he said ; for she asked him.
Then, as the time was at hand to be mindful of rest and of slumber,
Some of her maiden attendants she ordered to place him a bedstead.
Nafhcless, like to a man that is utte.rl.y broken and wretched,
Neither tosleep on a bed was he willing nor wrap him in blankets.
Spreading the untanned hide of an ox and a cou ple of sheepskins,
Out in the passage he slept; and we covered him o’er with a mantle.”

Thus did she s

By 1 SPPeak, and the youth fared forth by the hall of the palace

gy car; and by two of his fleet-paced hounds he was followed.

Whilc(t) thc council he went of the well-greaved sons of A chaea,

i) 0 her maidens she issued her orders, that good old woman,

* l;};: :m, the daughter of Ops, who was son of Pisenor :
Jowsetyetowork | Some busily see to the sweeping.

Sprinkle with
Place on the fa‘i‘; f::::‘}:gchﬂ:):r of the hall, and the covers of purple

f}u(sbbing them clean with ahai“' Some wipe down all of the tables,

sponge ; then rinse out every win e-bowl,




Also the twy-cupped beakers of delicate work ; an

Go to the fountain for \la’v.atcr, and quickly return wiLe;tol:?t;f | Odyssey
Not much longer, met . inks, from the hall will the suitors b ¥ Xx y
Early the morn they will come ; ’tis for al] of the s be absent ; 163 - 10
Thus did she speak, and they listened with
Twenty departed at once to the fountain o
While that the others remained in the pal

care to her words and ob 3
fdark sprin g water, s

ace and skilfully toiled there,

Then there }:_ntired t}}e thralls of the noble
Skilfully cleft them of wood right many alog ; 4

Came from the fountain ; and also the grwinf:ghzzr(;l Sr:'}il:c‘:lm;:reinhc joined
Down from the farm three hogs he had driven, the fattcs; and ﬁnjotl s
These he permitted to feed in the beautiful palace enclosure e

While to Odysseus he came and with words ri ght gentle add’ressed him:

« Stranger, with greater regard seem now the Achaeans to treat thee?

Or, as they acted before in the hall, with dishonour and insult ?”

Him then in answer addressed these words deep-plottin g Odysseus :

« O for the gods to avenge, Eumaeus, the scorn and the outrage

Shown by the wanton infatuate deeds of the insolent fellows

Here in the home of another ! Nor shame do they feel—not the smallest.”

Achaeans, and straightway

Thus did the twain stand there conversing the one with the other.
Then came passing anigh them Melanthius master of goatherds,
Driving his goats, prime beasts that from all of the flocks he had chosen,
Meant for the suitors to eat ; and by herdsmen twain he was followed.
Now when the goats he had tethered beneath the re€choing portal,

Up to Odysseus he came and with words of abuse he addressed him :

“ Stranger, it seems thou art fain €’en here in the house to annoy us,
Begging from all of the men |—Go, get thee away from the palace !
Ne’er shall we twain find means to be rid of the matter and part us

Ere each tastes of the fists of the other. I callitindecent, 3
Begging and begging ! Besides, there’s feasting with other Achaeans.
Thus did he speak ; and Odysseus replied nota word, but he stood there
Silently shaking his head, as a man that is brooding on evil.

Now did a third draw nigh them, Philoetius, master of nez_itherds,

Leading a cow that was barren and fat-fed goats for the suitors.

Them had the ferrymen brought from the mainland (as many a

Also they ferry across, whosoever arrives at the crgssmg). 1

These when he safely had tethered beneath the reéchoing portal, Tt

Up to the side of the swincherd he came and addressed him a question:
s

mortal
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ho is the strangel, ] pray—this man that is newly
the house ? What race doth he boast to belong to ?
Where is the place of his birth, and v«{h:ch is the land of his fathers?
Hapless he seemss but in form he 18 like toa lord and a chieftain ;
Yeaand the gods mar often a man th'at is drqu to wander—
Fate that can hap to@ ruler himself, if they spin him misfortune.”
Thus as he spake he approachcd :_md his right hand offered in welcome ;
Then he uplifted his voice and with swift-winged words he addressed hi
« Welcome, father and stranger! I wish thee in future a fortune 350
Happier. Now,as -+ seems, thou'rt holden of many an evil.

baneful is none of immortals !

Father of all, great Zeus | More
Ne'er dost thou feel compassion for mortals although thou begett’st them
>

Making them ever to dwell with misfortune with pain and wi
: : , With : ith sorrow.
\Vi]nilisllrs:g hu;l I g\:ieatcd, anc} tears come flooding mine eyes still
. 1ember ysseus—for, a}h, I am certain that he too
Thus in a raiment of rags goes roaming from people to people
glaps itindeed that he still isalive and beholdeth the sunli gh t’
ngl{i l:;chlm‘v‘?is} (t)): gfélads Ez:enud gone to the mansion of Hades,
s kir'n: ysseus, my good dear master, who set me
S i gro,‘ ::s a youngstl:r balmon g Cephallenian people !
mng un T Wi i
Waxing and ﬂour%shi:gi?lui isytlr:::alr)?e;:f c;ft' l:hneol:l:e ogtll;e Chlzftains
L ilomane road-browed cattle.
Only for strangers tzT:tl argf (tlht;yhogh?rsj o A
Neither the wrath of thf.: godsdo t!?r l? i esknob
ii\'c to divide the estate of my lord 3h§3:; IN(m'ght f}:]lSC o
sl » Wh ong is unheard of.
This I revolve :y’tchrtf:w.:rvrltgf-ll £ l}:Fart'm AT L
S abandongt,h while liveth the son of my master,
Some far alien land ; but mt':th'‘E:l({:c'}m'tr)r A
Sitting and guarding my cattlcl? §L o Tae i e,
Ay and indeed long since I h or others, and suffering hardships
gv.hlther to flee—for I vow izll:q LanH et pom sl chieftain .
Stll Lamalway a-hinkin Soee it s e
ow he shall come and hg {in-—=poor maten—and dreamy
shall scatter the sui - R
e suitors in rout from the palace.”

Him then in
e :n:swcr addressed these words d i
(Nay, I cm;f:s?i‘:g;hou Séeémst not a man th::l;: Ezr(;{nn% qusseus :
g}lcrclf;ore athing Wyiif }f;;n thif'dﬂ'lollghts much wisdgtrn (i): ll;srscnt)
Irst t : . Y, and wi . X
278 € witness it Zeus, and thr::&ioal?\:ﬁpflf T
ich I am welcomed,

«Swineherd, W
omeasa gucst to



Yea and the hearth, to the which |

: : 1 1am come, of th
While thou art here in the mansion Odysseus shauecggzi(?}?ys‘:ﬁcus, Odyssey
Ay and w{th thine own €yes, if thou willst, thou'lt surel bchlsidol?csmad o
Slaughtering all of the suitors, who dare in his palace to)l’ord i?” im 231- 287

Him gave answer the man who as cowherd tended y

« Would, (? stranger, that Zeus mi ght grant to thyijsr‘it;l?dlﬁl '
Then thou’dst learn of my stren gth and behold how ready my h mé:nt &
Likewise spake Eumaeus, and calling on all the immorta)l(s y hands be.
Prayed for Odysseus the wise to return once more to his homeland

Now as the men stood there conversing the one wi

Secretly planning the doom and death §f the son ofl' t(l;él;:sg:}:cr’

Plotted the suitors—but lo, on the left came flying an eagle

King of the uppermost air, with a quivering dove in his tal-:)ns

Then spake Amphinomus to the others, and thus he addresscd'them :
“Friends, I am sure it will never succeed, this thing that we purpose .
Murdering Telemachus. Let us think once more of the ban uet!” ’

Thus spake Amphinomus, and his words pleased all of the others,

So they betook them at once to the palace of godlike Odysseus.

Here, when aside they had laid on the chairs and the couches their mantles,
Fatlings they slew of the goats and the heaviest beasts of the sheepfold ;
Also they slew fat hogs and a cow that was brought from the pasture,
Roasted the livers and portioned the messes, and then in the wine-bowls
Mingled the wine ; and the cups were carried around by the swineherd,
While by Philoetius, master of herdsmen, in beautiful baskets

Bread was dispensed, and the wine poured out by the goatherd Melantheus.
Then did they stretch forth hands to the food that was lying before them.

Telemachus with a crafty intent now seated Odysseus

Nigh to the threshold of stone of the strong-built banqueting-chamber.
Wretchedly poor was the chair that he placed him, and small was the table.
Then of the liver he served him a portion, and filled him a goblet,

Even a beaker of gold ; and he spake these words and addrcs.scd him:
“There now, sit at thy ease midst nobles, and quaff gf the wine-cup.
Violent act or abuse ., it is I that am going tostop it,

Spite of the suitors. We keep not a tavern for common resorters _
Here in the house ; *twas the home of Odysseus; to me he bequeathed it.
Listen, yesuitors! I beg youto curb all spirit of bra\_vlm g -

Ay and of violent acts. No quarrel and strife shall arise here !
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: d the men, all biting their lips in amazement,
Odyssey Thus did he S;'i;all:::;chus and the dauntless words he had uttered.
xx M arvelled at ithes’ son, and addressed them :

ik ntinous, Eupe i
i Trlfl';n S};;kictﬁ hard to,submit, let us suffer, Achaeans, in silence
. ou

d histalk ! He is even bcginning to threaten !
"I‘;lel:lmiatc‘f,:: ;‘r:tthcr Cronion that stayed it—or clse we had stopped him
Chit;cring here in the hall, though mightily fluent hls‘tongue be.”
Thus spake Antinous; but the youth recked nought of his gibings.

time up from the city was coming the sa_lcred oblation
]_Iﬁfiagylthc hI::ralds; and soon did the long-halrcd sons of Achaea
Gather them under the shadowy grove of the archer Apollo.

Now when the outside meat they had roasted and drawn from the skewers
All they apportioncd and sat them adown to a glorious banquet.

Also in front of Odysseus a portion was set by the servants

Like to the share that they all had received ; since so had commanded
Telemachus, dear son of the hero godlike Odysseus.

Nowise willed it Athena to suffer the arrogant suitors
Still to refrain from insulting contempt, for she wished the resentment
Deeper to sink in the heart of Odysseus the son of Laertes.
Now in the band of the suitors was one that was utterly lawless;
Ctesippus was his name, and he lived in the island of Samé. :
He too, trusting the wondrous extent of his wealthy possessions
Courted the wife of Odysseus, the lord who so long was unhcarci of.
Elifslt‘:ris ;Si if;l;tfl\:; ;gastu ri};\:rst'o ;1}11; insolent s1111itors addressed him :
See, they've served to the stran'ger aw;?t?;z ?Z g i Flfl;s O?Cthmg : !
Like to the rest. "T'were truly a wr : d ? S i bt )
Guest as he seemeth of Telcnzrachu Ongl‘flliﬂ ﬁﬂ;lf i I}Cglt‘:Ct 3
Lo, I will give him the giftofa u:: llr1 i ft St hefc.
Unto the woman that tendeth tl% bs h ikt e
Any a drudge n the whole of the palace of godly i
e grz :d L e galacc of godlike Odysseus.”
ifted the foot of an OE__Q ; han outstretched to a basket beside him
Quietly swerving aside wi IL hc hurled ; but Odysseus escaped it,
Grimly enough, while ith the head ; and he smiled in his spirit
Then spake Telomach liisl’mt Eas the strong-built wall by the ox-foot.
“Verily, friend Crogips. as hc turned to the man and rebuked him :
Ppus, thy soul had a lucky escape there!

1ssed was th
280 y mark—for the stranger himself evaded thy missile ;
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Else with my sharp-edged spear had I

¢ mitten thee th : :
So had thy funeral busied thy father instead of thyewcrdodligh e Odyssey
Here in my halls; for I vow in my house so grossly and rudgcl XX
None shall behave. Tam come to discretion, and wel] ca y 806 - 844

All that is good or is bad—no more I'm a child as aﬁort:tilrlntiis’tinguish
Truly before, I allow, we endured it, beholdin g in silence 3
Slaughter of flocks anfl of herds, and the wine al] drunk and exh 3
Ay and the bread. Itishard for the austed,

. one to be fighting th
Come now, cease from the ills that ye do and thge ills ;grc i;t::,?z{e 1

Else, if already ye long with the edge of the sword tg destroy me
Far more willing I were—vyea verily better I hold jt— g
Thus to be slain than for ever to see such shamefu] procedure
Guests disgracefully treated and servant-maids of the housch;)ld
Haled by the men in the halls of my beautiful home to dishonour.”

So did he speak ; and they sat all utterly silent and speechless

Till at the last found voice Agelaus, the son of Damastor:

« Listen, my friends ! When the word that is spoken is spoken with justice,
None should surely be wroth with the speaker and answer in anger.
Neither maltreat, I beseech you, the stranger, nor other soever,
None of the drudges that serve in the palace of godlike Odysseus.
Also to Telemachus and his mother I venture to offer

Gentle advice—Ilet them lay it to heart, both one and the other:
While your spirit that dwells in the depths of the bosom within you
Hoped for Odysseus the wise to return once more to his homeland,
None could deem it a wrong that ye waited, nor suffered the suitors
Here in the house to resort ; since thus it was certainly better,
Should peradventure Odysseus arrive and appear at his homestead.
Now it is plain however that never again he is coming.

Wherefore go to thy mother and sit at her side and persuade her,
Bidding her marry the best of the men, whose offer is greatest.

Then thou’lt live on the wealth of thy father in peace and in gladﬂcss,
Eating and drinking, and she will attend to the house of another.

Him sage Telemachus addressin g in turn gave answer:

< Na}'; Agelaus, I swear it by Zeus and the griefs qf my fat‘hcr,

Far from his Ithacan home now perished or roaming as exile,

Not by myselfis her marriage delayed—nay, rather I bid her

Wed with the man of her choice. Great gifts will I add as her dowry.
Still, *twere shameless, I think, from the palace to drive her unwilling,

Giving her orders to quit. May heaven forbid that I doso!™ P




,excited b Pallas Athene,
Odyssey Thus spake Telemc‘;f:’bl;z’rﬁ;g. But she {vildcred the wits of the suitors,
xx  Laughter unquer; from alien voices, resounded the laughter.
445-352 Strangely, ¢ ) gore was the meat of the banquet. The eyes of the feasters
gabblsdi:tl;al‘g and the minds of the men were set upon wailing,
oate ’

divine, Theoclymenus, speak and address them :

Then did the seer | What horror is this that has happened ?
; I;Ah;,:ilgﬁ:lrlz?gag :}?},‘;Ces and heads. To the knees it descendeth.
ro

All cheeks are flooded with tegrd rops.

1Is are spattered with blood, and the beautiful alcoves,
g catir;d;?ocw“c(lidszthl;hosts is the porch and crowded the courtyard,
I-;Err i,ng down to the darkness of Erebus ! Out of the h_c.avcr}
With)ércd and gone is the sun, and a poisonous mist is arising.”

Out of it flash forth wails.

Thus did he speak ; but they all right me’rrily laughed as they heard him,
Eurymachus then called, prince Polybus son, to his com{'ades -

«Sure he is mad, this guest that is newly arrived from a distance !

Come now quickly, my lads, and escort him away ﬁ_‘om the palace

Out to the square—since here he complaineth of night and of darkness!”
Then did the seer divine, Theoclymenus, answer him saying :
“Eurymachus, I shall need not to bid thee vouchsafe me an escort.

Both of mine eyes I possess, and a couple of ears and of feet too,

Also amind in my head well furnished—nor truly a bad one.

So I will rise and be gone, since clearly I see a disaster

Coming ; and none of you all shall be able to shun or avert it,

None of the suitors by whom in the house of the godlike Odysseus

Men are treated with insult and plann’d are wicked devices.”

These words uttered, he went from the pleasant abodes of the palace

Unto the home of his host Peiraeus, who gladly received him.

Meantime many a suitor, exchanging a glance with another,
Girded at Telemachus to provoke him, deriding his guest-friends,
‘YV'Il‘n}lc fm?: the midst would speak some insolent youth and address him:
: (;1 emachus, thou art sure most luckless of men in thy guest-friends,
uch as the nobody here thou art harbouring—gluttonous vagrant,

Begging for ever for wine and for victuals and wholly unskilled in

war—ijust liv
Then, asanoth J ing on earth as a burden.

eragain, this fellow that rose as a prophet !

ay now, take my advice | ’ T
- ce . t
Guests like these | were verily wiser and better.

o et us ship on a well-benched vessel and send them




Unto Sicilian folk—"twould pay thee enoy gh for the trouble,”

Odyssey
Thus did the suitors deride : but the youth recked nought of their gibin gs. 88;}3%
gilent he gazed at his father, for ever expecting to see him

Suddenly stretch forth hands on the horde of the insolent suitors,

Now on the opposite side in her beautiful chair she was lying,

Even the daughter of Icarius, wise Penelopeia ;

Therefore to every word that was said in the hall she had listened.

Merrily thus midst laughter the men made rea
Dinner delightful, abundant—for many a beast they had slaughtered.

ever was coming ; and ne’er wasa supper unwelcome
gﬁgﬁ; I:I?ZV one by the hands of a goddess and valiant hero

Soon to be served for the men whose wickedness made the beginning.

dy the dinner,
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OW did a thought that was sen
Come to the daughter of Icariy
Bidding her carry the bow and

Into the hall for the contest—beginning of death for the sujtors.
So by the Stai‘}']thilt =ﬁaflt‘-rllded aloft to her chamber she mounted.
- fair strong hand she selected a well-curved door-key,
e "T':Jtlhlg-zrnzen : andgﬁtted thereon was an ivory handle. J
Bcaunto t,hc room of the treasure she went with her maiden attendants,
S the innermost room where stored was the wealth of her husband,
Even rich-wrought treasure of bronze and of gold and of iron.
Many aas the back-bent bow of Odysseus and here was the quiver
Hcﬁ"g the shafts, full many an arrow, the bringer of anguish,
= fg a friend he had met when he journeyed to fair Lacedaemon,
Glft's 3 Eurytus’ son, who was like the immortals of heaven.
i Mc?;cnian land they had lighted the one on the other,
O’HCC ltn the house of the wise prince Orsilochus—for Odysseus
%‘gintl?cr had come for a debt that was owing from all of the peoPl:i-,
Since in their well-benched vessels Messenian rqbbcrs had C:Ll’l’l;
Off from the Ithacan isle three hundred sheep with the shepherds.
These to recover Odysseus had come from afar asan cr;vgy. o
Though but a lad he was sent b)lr his su:l: and thekr_t:]s; oh its }: ;:rsces :
i s there ; he had lost, and was seeking, 1
'IIPwhggz T}F Sh‘:;, mares, each one with a strong young mfu}!’tiesartn T:ii Efder.
R el
1 s guest of the man w : s
gggslzsj:vight that was guilty of many a tcrnbl}:a :;1cti1rc:r}1wl 2 i
Yea and he slew him, although as a friend he }:vasotdseargd s
Wickedly slew him despite of the wrath of t chg el
Spread by his hands for a stranger ; and, afte.r t ?fn::t L
Also the strong-hoof’d horses he kept for himse i
Questing for these he had met with Odysseus, a?icg bt
Even the bow that the great prince Eurytus;::irhan,ofhis i
Left to his son when he died in the hu_:,rh-roc:ﬁ(;l i
Him with a sharp-edged sword and a power [ bieiber
Also present—a beginning of intimate frncr}: s ml:(;fCronion
Shared of the bread of the other before by t zsslikc e el
Murdered was Iphitus, Eurytus’ son, who w e he godlike Odysseus
Such was the friend who had given the bow;

t by the grey-eyed goddess Athene
s, wise Penelopeia,

the cold grey axes of iron
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89-77 Lyingat home,

B Wl s == O

h rring he went and aboard of his black-hulled vessels,
when wd g

Odyssey Never, . emained, of his well-loved friend a remembrance,

Took it, but 8y 1L T . ¢ native country he bare it.

m of the treasure, that fairest of women,

Now when she came 0 the L‘;Oadvanced, which once by the joiner

Up to the threshold of oak s : ith the skill of

thly was laned and was cut to t!lc llpc v:;t thes hl do a master

Smoo he had fitted thereto and the glittering doors to the door-posts).
(Posts he deftly she loosened the strap that was bound to the handle ;
Stmgh}:wi?;eric d); he key, and the bolt of the portz-ll she shot back,
gf:sr;;i gcwith accurate aim ; and as grazing alone in a meadow

Bellows a bull, thus bellowed the doors of the beautiful portal,

Smit by the stroke of the key ; and they both flew open before her.
Then on the high-built dais she stept, where many a coffer

Stood, in the which were lying her treasures of fragrant apparel.

Here outstretching her hand to the bow of Odysseus, she took it

Off from the peg where sheathed in its glittering case it was hanging.
Then did she seat her, and laying it down on her knees she beheld it
Bitterly weeping, and drew from its cover the bow ofl_lcr husbanq,.
Till, when at last she had sated her soul with her weeping a{ld wailing,
Back to the hall she betook her and came to the arrogant suitors
Bearing the back-bent bow, and carrying also the quiver

Laden with shafts—full many an arrow, the bringer of anguish.
Maidens as well came after her bearing a basket with treasures,

Iron and bronze, full many a prize once gained by Odysseus.

So when at last she had come to the suitors, that fairest of women
Stood by the post of the door of the massively builded apartment,
Holding in front of her cheeks soft folds of her glistering head-dress.
There as she stood, with a trusty attendant on this and on that side,
itﬁ{lghtWay unto the suitors she spake, and thus she addressed them :
1sten, ye arrogant suitors incessantly haunting my homestead,
g{x‘"g it ever and ever again with your bouts and your banquets
Otﬁiili(:lngg c;rs that my }Ofd was away—and never a pretext
£ thma etl at y.::i said did ye offer (nor could ye invent one)
Boeens JECABER |t° possess me as wife and to force me to marry.
W, suitors ! Behold, since such is the prize ye compete for,

Hereji :
v\f}zzl:vﬁlﬁ E?w of the godlike Odysseus ! 1lay it before you.

s hands most easily stri
Sh y stringeth the bow of my husband,
Hfmuligfffoilb(}e toshoot clean through all twelve of tgc axes,
286 W as wife, and shall bid farewell to this mansion,




Beautiful, beautiful home of m

y girlhood sy
Home that I often in future, giood, abounding in comfort,

methinks, in my dreams shall remember.” Odipacy

us did she speak, and she bade Eumae . 7;\ _'U
'Il;ll;ce for the suitors the bow and the COI(lll Ertg;eagxczif? }f A ;s
Bursting in tears Eumacus received them and 1aig them it d
Also the cowhcr_d lamented, beholding the bow of his m:1nt{)r 2
Then spake Antinous and addressed them and rudely rebjkcré .
« Babies and boors, that regard but the things of the day as 'ct : emh.|
Wherefore, you couple of blubbering fools, thus troubl{a thle lpzsset -
Stirring the heart in her bosom again, wh S

in ] . en her spirit al
Lay o’erwhelmed in its grief at the loss of her wclllilglv:drﬁigband 1

Nay now, sit at the feast and be silent—or, must ye b '

GC¥t0 the door and be gone ! —But the bow . . ;e cai‘;;zirf::?tgl,)ehi d
Fatal, methinks, ’thll'provc as a test for the suitors. I trow not i
Easy to bend and to string is the smooth-wrought bow that I see there
Yea, for of all of us here there’s never a man that is present )
Such as of yore was Odysseus. Isaw him myself and remember

Well I remember, although I was only a child when I saw him.:’
Thus did he speak, while deep in his heart he was hoping to prove him
First of his fellows at stringing the bow and at piercing the axes.

Ay but as first of them all he was fated to taste of an arrow

Sped by the hands of the noble Odysseus, whom lately he flouted,
Sitting at meat in his hall and inciting the others against him.

Then spake Telemachus, young valiant prince, to the suitors:
«Heavens ! it seemeth that Father Cronion has robbed me of reason !
Here is my own dear mother, although of a good understanding,
Saying she meaneth to follow a stranger and part from her homestead.
Yea and I laugh and rejoice when I hear it . . as reft of my senses!
Well now, suitors, behold ! Since such is the prize ye compete for,
Even a lady unrivalled in all of the land of Achaea,

Also in Pylos the fair, and in Argive land and Mycene,

Nay on the Ithacan island itselfand the dim dark mainland . .

Ah, but ye know it yourselves, and my praise of my mother is needless.
Come, and delay no more with excuses! Arise, and defer not |
Longer the trial of strin ging the bow! Letussee what shall happen !
Ay and myself were fain to attempt this bow of my father.

Should I be able to string it and pierce with an arrow the axes,

Then shall my mother the queen not leave me alone in my SOIrow,

Quitting her home as the wife of a stranger, nor leave me behind her, i



P
14 I be able to win me the glorious arms of my father.”
ou

neck he unfastened his mantle of crimson,
buckled the sharp-edged sword from his shoulder

Sprang to hi he fixed in the ground in trench that he hollowed, :

Firstly the axish for them all, and straight in a line he arranged them,

One long tl‘cnund them the earth—And astonishment seized the beholders

Stamping a::: them in order, although he had learnt it from no one, :

Seeing h:;?e threshold he went and to master the bow he attempted.

;I}::ir::;(:iid he make it to quiver in trying to pull it tow-ards., hirp, .

Thrice did his strength give way ; but .hc hoped natheless in his spirit

Still to be able to string it and pierce with an arrow 'thc axes;

Yea he had strung it perhaps, for the fourth time mightily tugging,

Had not his eager attempt been checked by a nod from Odysseus.

Then did the valiant prince once more to the suitors address him:

«« Heavens, methinks I shall prove in the end but a coward and weakling !

Else, maybe, I am still but a youth, nor as yet can I trust me

Unto the strength of my hands, should any assail me in anger.

Come now, ye that excel me in bodily strcngth.and in manhood,

Make an essay of the bow ! Let us hasten to finish the contest !”

Odyssey SP

o ke from his
‘en as he spa
e E‘s feet, and un

These words spoken, the bow from his hands he surrender’d, and placed it
Leaning aslant on the door smooth-polished and finely compacted ;

Also the shaft keen-pointed he propped by the beautiful bow-tip.

So he reseated himself on the chair from the which he had risen.

Then spake Antinous, Eupeithes’ son, and addressed them :
“Rise now,all of my mates! From the left hand make a beginning,
E'en from the place at the which he beginneth that filleth the wine-cups.”
Sospake Antinous, and his words pleased all of the others.
First of them Oenops’ son, Leiodes, rose at his bidding.
He was the priest and diviner, and ni gh to the beautiful wine-bowl
Innerm_ost ever he sat ; and alone in his heart he detested
é&ll the infatuate deeds of the suitors, and viewed them with anger.
tllld: W;s the man who was foremost to handle the bow and the arrow.
Ngr :v t chthrcshold ht:: went, and to master the bow he attempted,
Strainias 1t}:.ablc.t to string it, for ere it was bent he was weary
ricnr:i% Ils unworn delicate hands ; and he said to the suitors:
Nk am wholly unable to string it. I leave it to others.
y 1S weapon shall rob full many a man, and a brave one,

S 1 ] s w
zggn of his life and his spirit. Indeed far better I hold it
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So to be slain t-h&in to live 3:11(1 for ever to fail in obtainin
1 that we vainly expected resorting inces ;
{\&/Iany a man of us still has a hopein %is hcasrin;:l}é};llt:: rin Oiy:‘icy
Penelopeia to marry, the wife of the godlike Odysseusg & 166 168
Yet I believe w.hcn he §eeth the bow and essayeth to bé di
Then ’twere wiser a w1.fc of the lon g-robed maids of Acr}ll it
Other to seek and to win with his bride—gifts, letting thcﬁzz:i
Marry the wooer that giveth the most and is destined to we dyher »

These words spoken, the bow from his hands he sy der’ :
Leaning aslant on the door smooth-polished and ﬁ;l;:; c?,fpz’::‘tic}zll?ced it

Also the shaft keen-pointed he propped by the beautiful hot .
So he reseated himself on the chair from the which hlc Eador\;et;?.

Then spake Antinous and addressed him and rudely rebuked him :
«]eiodes, what word from the door of thy lips hath escaped thee ?
Grievous, insulting, I hold it. It rouses my anger to hear thee,

What ! shall a bow like this rob many a man and a brave one

Soon of his life and his spirit because thou failest to bend it ?

Nay, at thy birth, I assure thee, the lady thy mother produced not
One that was meant for a drawer of bows or a shooter of arrows.
Others among the illustrious suitors will easily string it.”

Thus did he speak, and he called to Melanthius master of goatherds :
“Ho there ! kindle a flame on the hearth of the palace, Melantheus !
Station a good-sized settle anigh with a cover of sheepskin,

Fetch us moreover a ball of the fat that is stored in the larder ;

Then shall the young men melt it, and oiling the bow with the unguent
Make an essay at the stringing and speedily finish the contest.”

Quick at the word was rekindled the restless flame by Melantheus.
Nigh it a good-sized settle he placed with a cover of sheepskin ;

Also he fetched them a ball of the fat that was stored in the larder.
This did the young men melt, and they made the attempt; but the_y could not
String it. The strength for the feat was in all of them utterly wanting.
Antinous held back and Eurymachus the heroic,

Chief of the suitors and stronger by far than the others and braver.

Now those twain had withdrawn them, the one by the side of the other,

Even the cowherd and also the swineherd of godlike Odysseus.

F oHOWing after them went from the palace Odysseus the hero, -

Till, when at len gth they had passed outside of the gate and the courtyal: .
hen he uplifted his voice and with words right gentle addressed them :

8
s 22




ymacus, a thing I am wishing to tell you.
» My spirit commands me to say it.
assisting Odysseus, if haply
afar and a deity brought him?
he suitors or helping Odysseus ?
heart and as spirit command you,”
Speak to me OPZ'; {h e man who as cowherd tended the cattle :
Him gave a}ril‘:‘:’;]cr | if only thou gav’st this prayer a fulfilment :
« Zcus,hour +ster to come | tobe brought by a deity hither !
Ol et O S  a beld b ey y bands el

:Lewise spake Eumacus, and calling on all the immortals
{5‘; ;ed for%dysseus the wise to return once more to his homeland.,
a

aw that the hearts of the men were steadfastly loyal,
g::r; \;};i: ::Peezk ing he gave them an answer, and th us he addressed them :
«Lo. it is I that am here in my home ! Great hardships I suffered.
No“,r in the twentieth year [ am come to the land of my fathers.
Yea and I know that my coming is wished for by none of the others,
Only by you of my thralls ; for I hear none ot'hcr beside you
Offering prayer to the gods to restore me again to my homeland. -
Only to you will I say what shall happen and truly disclose it.
Should God grant it indeed that I vanquish the arrogant suitors,
Each of you then I will give an estate, and wife I shall give him ;
Homes near mine ye shall have new-builded, and ever in future
Even as comrades and brothers of Telemachus I shall treat you.
Come now, also a proof I will give you infallibly certain,
So that ye surely shall know me and feel in your hearts an assurance.
Here is the wound which once by a boar’s white tusk was inflicted
While with the sons I was hunting of Autolycus on Parnassus.”

thou, E
within me

. ) ein
s it like you'd ProY
198 - 231 glh ;ft-;ssuddcn he cameé from

v defending t
Would ye decide lon! e

« cgwhcrd, and

O Or shall I hide it

Spake, and withdrawing his rags from the wound’s great scar he disclosed it.
Then those twain, when they looked at it well and had marked it for certain,
iObk.’Cd = ‘hcy fell on the neck of Odysseus the wise and embraced him,

S: Ercllg(l)ydklssmg his head and his shoulders in token of welcome.

Yealan q tg S‘c’l‘?“s aswell, and kissed them on hand and on forehead ;

Had not 0(:1 ight f fhe Sun were set on the long lamentation

“Cease ye fr)(i}sseus himself thus bid them refrain and addressed them:
o ¥orth Ifn wailing and weeping, I pray, lest any perceive it

Now let us S th.c hall, and return to the house and inform them.

enter again, not goin g together, but singly,

Firstl
et y myself, then you; and let this be arran ged and agreed to:
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~ Thou, O honest Philoetius, see to the gat

None, I am sure, of the others (I mean of ¢}y :
E’er will allow that the bow shall be Plzccde arrogant suitors)

Therefore, my good Eumaeus, when bcarinm my hands, or the quiver.

gitround in the palace
hc_:n order the women,
¢inner apartment,
dinora groaning
venture to issue

keep silently working.

¢ of the courtyard;
ﬁrmly about it.”

Manage to give me the bow in my hands; ¢
Carefully barring the doors fast-closed of th
There to remain ; and if any shall notice 5
Here in the hall of the men, let her nowise
Forth of her chamber, but still at her tagk

Shut it and bolt it and fasten a rope right

These words spoken, he entered the pleasant abodes of th :
There he reseated himsclf- on the chair from the which h: }I::clla:iz;n
Likewise entered the twain—those thralls of the godlike Odysseus..

Now it was Eurymachus that was trying the bow, and on all sides
Warming it, holding it close to the heat of the flame ; but to string it
E’en thus wholly he failed ; and he groaned in his valiant spirit
Sorely enraged, and aloud to the others he called and addressed them:
“Heavens! I truly am grieved—for myselfand for all of you others.
Not for my marriage so much I lament, though great is my SOrrow ;
Many a woman is yet to be found of the race of Achaea

Here in the sea-girt Ithacan isle and in many a city.

Rather I grieve that in strength we’re wholly unable to vie with
Godlike Odysseus ; for here is his bow, and we have not the power
Even to string it—a thing that with men unborn will disgrace us.”

Then spake Antinous, Eupeithes’ son, and addressed him :
“No, no, Eurymachus ! it shall never be thus—and thou know’st it.
Even to-day in the land is the feast of the Archer Apollo,
Festival solemn, on which none bendeth a bow. Let us calmly
Lay it aside ; and the axes . . methinks 'twere better to leave them
Just so standin g, for none, I am sure, will be likely to steal them,
Venturing nigh to the house of Odysseus the son of Laertes.
Come, let the bearer of wine now prime us the cups for libation.
After the wine we will stow us the well-crooked bow, and will order
Early the morrow Melanthius master of goatherds to bring us
Goats, prime beasts, from the whole of his flock as the fattest selected.
So we shall offer the meat of the thighs to the Archer Apollo,

hen once more of the bow make trial and finish the contest.
Thus spake Antinous, and his words pleased all of the others.
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by the hench
: red on the hands of_'thc guests by . men ;
odyssey For:hw_lth watcr::3: g‘z‘;cath ing on high with the liquor the wine-bowls,
XXI g‘he'{fﬁ;:; ({’;‘ft hem all, first priming the cups for libation.
270-308 Bearl
- ' heir souls’ satisfacti
had poured and had drunk to t sfaction,
Now w}.'liﬂ az:ﬁ;}:jizign dl:cp_plotting Odysseus addressed them :
s A7 O suitors of far-famed Penelopeia,

«T: words, >
c Ll}:t tth) Tt}trcl' 2 thing that the heartin my bosom commands me.
?I(;);e;)f to Eurymachus and to Antinous the heroic

: for in this he has spoken with reason,
N.o‘g"l dlr;ﬁtc[?a);t:igg?s?ay of the bow and to leave it to heaven ;
Bndd In'gu);o-mof row the victory grant to the man that he chooseth.
Go w1c however the weapon—the smooth-wrou ghtbow. I'will test me
I(-;Ilt:‘;i?:l your presence my hands and my stren gth, if I still am possessed of
Power as once in the supple and well-knit limbs of my body, "
Or if a wanderer’s life with its beggarly fare hath destroyed it.

Thus did he speak ; and they all were filled wi th unspeakable anger,
Fearing the smooth-wrought bow might haply be strung by t}_)e stranger.
Then spake Antinous and addressed him and loudly rebuked .hlrn g
« Wretched ridiculous stranger ! thy wits seem utterly wanting.
Art not content to be sitting at ease midst nobles and princes
Here at the banquet and share in the feast? Wilt also be spying,
Listing to all that we say and converse? None other beside thee,
Being astranger and beggar as thou, €’er ventured to listen.
Wine honey-sweet hath infected thy senses, as many a mortal
Often it harms if he drains it in greedy immoderate potions.
Wine was the bane that distracted the wits of the Centaur, the famous
Eurytion, in the palace of Peirithdus great-hearted,
While in the Lapithan land ; for when wine had confounded his senses
Roused to a fury he wrought foul deeds in the house of the monarch.
Wrath then fell on the band of the heroes : risin g inanger
g}:"‘ °f;he hOU_Sc.by the portal thc.y dragged him, his ears and his nostrils
e Yt;h‘; P‘é‘less steel ; and with wits distracted he wandered
chcegthcei::gﬁn slf ;118“9::; wuéx a 1;11 }?d that was weakened by madness. ‘
Yeaand he first on h%mselffrl;irlos 0htt rc'qumgd Ofnclliin WI(;I;) thcf pil}ta“rs ,
Also for thee great woe | rcdicgtif tl;nn‘}: eln i h el
Stringing the bow ; for ofP none th SR anuskomplih :
) ou shalt gain thee protection and kindness

Herein theland

» but anon in a black-hull i
0] : ck-hulled ship we shall send thee
: ;zer to Echetus, king of the mainland and mairl:xcr of mortals,




Whence thou shalt never escape with thy life. So quietly sit there |

Drink an thou wilt, but incite not a quarrel with men ' e
that be younger |” XX71
Him forthwith gave answer the wise-souled Penelopcia . e

« Antinous, ‘twere truly a wrong and unfair to refuse him

Being thfi] guest olf my g?n;]hke others that come to the paiacc

Weenst thou perhaps, if the stranger in strino; .

Were to succeed, on his hands am:lg his stren gtgﬁnngotthvz ;):lw :::fl Qdysscus
Me he shall lead to his home and shall make me his consgrt ? yI“:g, '
Neither, methinks, doth he hope it himselfin the depth of his b;csiw not !
Wherefore none of you fret at the thought nor be troubled i < iri(:m.
While at the banquet ye sit. "T'were possible never and nowiseP! #

Then spake Polybus’ son, prince Eurymachus, and addressed her :

“ Daughter of Icarius, O wise-souled Penelopeia, .
Ne’er did we think of his leading thee homc——may heaven forfend it !
Only we dreaded the talk and the tattle of men and of women !
Lest it be said some day by an evilly-minded Achaean, 5

‘Lo these fellows a-wooing the wife of a man that excels them
Greatly—for even his bow . . . they’re wholly unable to string it,
While that a stranger that came to the palace, a beggarly vagrant,
Easily strung it and pierced with an arrow the axes of iron.’

Thus will they speak, and for us such words would prove a dishonour.”

Him forthwith gave answer the wise-souled Penelopeia:

“Eurymachus, fair fame in the land would never be given

Unto the men that, affronting the chief of the people as ye do,

Ruin his home. Then why do ye deem such words a dishonour ?

Lo, this stranger is tall ; well built is his body and stalwart ;

Also he claims as his father a man that was brave and was upright.

Give him the smooth-wrought bow ! Nay, give! Let ussee what will happen.
This one thing will I say—it will certainly find a fulfilment :

Should he be able to string it and win such fame of Apollo, ‘

Then I shall clothe him in beautiful raiment, in mantle and tunic, :
Give him moreover a lance that from men and from dogs shall protect him,
Ayanda two-edged sword, and shall also provide him with sandals. -
Then I shall send him wherever his heart and his spirit shall call him.

Her sage Telemachus addressing in turn gave answer :

5 MOthef , of all the Achaeans is none entitled as I b_c

Either to offer the bow to a man as I wish or refuse it.
!
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at in rockbound i1thaca 10rd it,

Elian land, which pasturet R

o shall compel me unwilling if even I purpose

None of the & "1 tow on the stranger the bow asa present.

Once and for all to <nirrnand attend to thy own occupation,
cham:e;']; Jistaff, and order thy maiden attendants

om arll -twe men will attend to the bow and the shooting,

Keep to their 13858 If: itis I thatam lord of the household.”

Allof us—chiefly myse arned her to go to the women’s apartment,

het .
E?Siﬂ;ﬁ:ﬁzfzsfilirords of her son deep down in her bosom.
1

tment ascending with maiden attendants,
So, to };lecrlli}ﬁ:;tig%gsscus, her well-loved husband, till gently
glljxr:;cr was pourcd on her lids by the grcy-cycd goddess Athene.

the chiefs th

ood old swineherd had taken the bow to convey it
gz::, Etcsl:r?ncggcr a tumult was raised in the hall by the suitors,
Many an insolent youth in the midst of them loudly exclaiming :
«Where art thou taking the bow, thou detestable wretch of a swineherd ?
Vagabond ! Soon shall the dogs thou hast bred asa guard of thy pig-sties
Tear thee in pieces afar from the dwellings of man, if Apollo
Showeth us favour, as well as the other immortals in heaven.”
Thus did they speak, and at once did the swineherd who carried it lay it
Down in alarm, since many with clamour assailed him ; but straightway
Telemachus, who was standing apart, spake threatening loudly :
« Come, dad, bring it along! Thou’lt nd it unpleasant obeying
Every master that calls. Take care, or I surely shall chase thee
Out to the fields and shall pelt thee with stones. Iam younger and stronger.
Ay and I would 'twere so with the suitors frequenting my homestead !
Would I excelled them as much in the strength of my arm and in manhood.
Soon were many a one sent forth on a road that he likes not
Out of my palace, for nought they imagine but evil against me.”

r{/l}::ﬁ?ld] he speak, but the whole of the suitors as soon as they heard him
Harbloir::;%hed' and allayed was the grievous wrath that their bosoms
Unto Od ssor Tﬁlem?‘:hus ; and the swineherd approaching anigh him
Then didyh eusut fe Wis€ gave over the bow and the arrows.
“Tclcmacl:' call forth Eurycleia the nurse and address her :
Carefully b;slf"mmandeth thee, wise-souled Eurycleia,
il ing the doors fast-closed of the inner apartment,

an;; and if any shall notice a din and a groaning

Herein th
e hall of th : g
294 ¢ men, let her nowise venture to issue
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Forth of the chamber, but still at her task ke

Thus did he speak, and the words that s ¢p silently working »

Odysse
uttered abo i : i
Firmly she bolted the doors of the fair-buily womcn’sdacp::tt:?ul:]:: b -38X“

) 6 - 422

Then right stealthily out of the mangjop Philoet; .
Firmly he bolted the gate of the well-fenceq 1;:5::: (ilr)aSIt;:lf "
Under the portal was lylng A rope of a twy-beaked galle s
Made of papyrus; jmth this when the gates he had lashgd he
Here he reseated himself on the chair from the which he h:adm'“c
Gazing intent at Odyssel.ls, for now with the bow he was bus o
Turning it hither and thither, to test it on this and on that sic{é

Lest in his absence th.c worms peradventure had caten the horni.ti s
Meantime many a suitor was mutterip g thus to his nej ghbour; &
«“Truly a judge of a bow and a cunning adept he appeareth!

Either perhaps he possesses a Weapon as this in his homestead

Else he intendeth to make him the like. How deftly he hoas.
Turning it hither and thither, the knowing and mischievous va’grant 1>
Then would others again of the insolent youths make answer - :
<O for this fellow to gain from the godsall profit and glory

Just in the selfsame measure wherein he succeeds with the stringing !”

ntered ;
n’

Such words uttered the suitors. But no
After with care he had handled the great strong bow and had viewed it,
E’en as a man that is skilled with the lute and is practised in singing
Easily stretches the string on a new-made peg of his phorminx,

After attaching the ends of the chord tight-twisted of sheepgut,

Thus with the great strong bow did Odysseus, and easily strung it.
Then with his right hand seizing it firmly he tested the bowstring.
Under his touch full sweetly it sang, as the voice of a swallow.

w deep—plotting Odysseus,

Now fell mighty confusion and rage on the suitors : their visage .
Changed ; while Zeus from the sky crashed terribly, giving a warning.
Greatly exultin g thereat long-suffering godlike Odysscus-,
Knowing the signal was sent by the all-wise Father Cronion,
Seized on the keen-edged arrow that lay on the table beside him
Bare (in the hollow quiver anigh lay all of the others,
Ready—and soon it was fated for many Achaeans to taste them).
Layin g the shaft on the bridge and pulling the notch with the bowstring,
‘en from the chair on the which he was sitting he shot, and the arrow
Sped with an accurate aim, and it pierced through all of the axes : ¢
Right from the first of the helves—straight through them; & out of the last 0;'95
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; Herein thy palace:
X oo the bOW, for my streng

he pronze-ti pped bolt ; and to Telemachus he add
“Telcmachus,t uart qowmc shamed by the guest thati fe§scd Bt e
ce. 1 missed not the mark that was set ml: ;‘;El‘;lg
thi a
is as sound as afol_cti;()ured
e"

Little at string!ng
Not as the suitors assert with scornful despite, to insul
t hand ! ] t me.
Let us serve the Achaeans their s
upper

FN’OW is the momen a

hile it is day i_—and when supper is done fi

Singing and dancin g-—for these are ever the ;ii;hg; :ft‘:uscment,

anquct "
Spcaking, he nodded At once with hi :
. y S .

Telemachus, dear son of the godiikc hclrc? lg;g;‘:srd girded about him

S, »

Laying his hand on @ SPear; S
( ,sprang forth to the si .
There by a chair on ¢he threshold he Stooc(lJ ‘;i:lff 1}(11::; (;tl-i}:tls f:athcr .
pons.
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ODYSSEY BOOK XXIi

ASTING his beggarly raiment asid
€, deep- i
Lcspt on t}}:% tl; reshold of stone, st hofgﬂxg lt(;::l?gv? :gistfi]us i
Laden with bolts ; and before hjm the swift-wi ngedarrows }feq;c:z:;d out
u

Close to his feet on the floor -
. A y and heS akc a 3 .

¢ Lo, this fatal, calamitoys contest is dl?)nc_i_ictl(il:?isz{“f tdh!c suitors :
Now for a mark far other—a mark ne’er smjit by a bowman ! 51

This will I choose me, and see if renown sha] pe sent by Apollo,”

Spake, and at Antinous directed the sharp-fanged arrow

Just as he paused at the moment of lifting a beautify] goijlet
Golden, with handles at both of its sides ; and already he held it
Meaning to drink of the wine ; and of death no thought or sus ,icion
Troubled his mind. (Would any believe in the midst of a ban puet
One man, single among so many, however audacious, :
Thus might compass his doom and plunge him in death and in darkness?
Steadily aimed was the bolt of Odysseus : it struck on the gullet. ;
Pierced was the delicate neck right through by the point of the arrow.
Over he lurched ; from his hand dropt crashing the cup, and he lay there
Mortally struck, while jetted a thick red stream of his lif; -blood

Out of his nostrils. His foot, convulsively striking the table,

Spurned it afar and upset it. Defiled lay all of the viands,

Spilt on the ground, roast flesh with the bread. Then clamour and tumult
Rose in the hall when the suitors beheld their comrade was fallen.

Up from the seats at the table they leaped ina panic of terror,

Eagerly peering around at the well-built walls to discover

Either a shield or a spear strong-shafted ; but nothing they found there.
Then on Odysseus they turned and with angry reviling assailed him :
“Stranger, in sooth thou’lt suffer for shootin gatmen! Inacontest

Never again shalt thou share. Death certain and sudden awaits thee.

Lo, thou hast murdered a man who was foremost of all of the princes
Here in the Ithacan land—so Ithacan vultures shall eat thee.” : :
Thus spake all, for they deemed of a truth that the stranger had killed him
Not with intent. Ah, fools! yea, foolish and blind, for thqy saw not

Over the heads of them all impending the toils of destruction.

Glaring askance at the men, deep-plotting Odysseus addressed them :
3 Dogs l ye imagined me never returning again to my homestead

Back from the land of the Trojans—and so laid waste my possessions, s




:on t0 fustful embraces the women, my servants,
Odyssey Won by com o wooing my wife while still I was hvmg’

11 Yeaand With who inhabit the infinite heaven
XX e or afraid of he gods man could smite you hereafter. Behold now

Nor that the vcngcﬂc:u impcnding the toils of destruction !”
Over the heacs OkY Forthwith pale dread seized all of the suitors,
Thus did he spea - iscape from the doom that was swiftly approaching,

e mgt « one that alone found voice, and he answered :
ysseus the Ithacan, come gncc ?orc to thy }11]"";:13“‘1,

o richt. Sucht ings have wrought the Achae

Truly thou spcak'cstfa:‘:;?c dgcds in thy pala%c and farmst%ads. e
& uilty of all here lieth before us,
>t alone these crimes hath incited.

. ¢ Jtisheth ; y
Antm;)r:uch hat he needed to wed or was longing for marriage ;
Nots < another—but heaven refused to fulfil it—

‘s intent wa i
I;Z,nhtls ;:stall . the king of the flourishing Ithacan people

¢ himself, and, catching thy son in an ambush, to slay him.
None but i chly deserved. Sosparc us thy PeoRc
Even thy own ! We will go each one to his tribe, and_hcrcaftcr
Fach shall requite thee for all he has eaten and d .runk in thy palace,
Each one make an atonement of five score oxen 1N value.
Also with bronze and with gold will we offer requital and soften
Fully thy heart. Till then for thy wrath none truly can blame thee.”

Glaring askance at the man, thus spake deep-plotting Odysseus: #
«Burymachus, if ye give me the whole of the wealth of your fathers,
All ye at present pOSSEss and all ye shall add to it later,
Not ¢'en thus shall my hands be restrained nor shall cease from the slaughter
Till I shall wreak my revenge to the full on the sins of the suitors.
Now there lieth before you to fight, or to flee—if by fighting
Any shall hope, or by fleeing, to save him from doom and destruction.
Nay but I trow not 2 man shall escape from his utter perdition.”
Thus as he spake were loosened the knees and the hearts of the suitors.
E‘%CI} spake Eurymachus once more as he turned to his comrades:
. nclt:ds, itisvain! The invincible might of his hands he will check not.
Dgxn t? has got in his power the smooth-wrought bow and the quiver,
A e ;?:; r:he Lthreshold of stone he will shoot us, until he has slain us
e A s gltdus tu}rln our minds to the fury of battle.
B e bl ye the tables before you to shield you as bucklers,
g his bolts so fatal and swift. Then, rushing upon him

Al
298"1 abody, attempt from the threshold and portal to drive him !




So let us get to the city and quick]

a
Then shall the shaft that the fello Y arouse the alarm there !

W has shot be the last of his lifetime,” Odyssey
hese words loudly he uttered, and drawine 1.: o

gronzen Gl hutoehd thea::;gnegs h hl: s{worrii from the scabbard, 77.115

Terribly shouting ; but just at the momen¢ the c?iilj'i on Odysseus

Loosened a bolt from the bow, and smji, g his g: i l;: Od}’ss?us

Into the liver was driven the swift-winged shaft . 6:1::1 h}'( the nipple

Out of his hand to the ground; then, Staggcring’ o 1s sword dropt

All entangled around it, he fell and scattereq the’dishr g

On to the floor with the food and a twy-cupped bowl?s ik

Smote on the earth as he writhed in his agony spurni;l af:h is forehf:ad

Sharply with both of his feet. On his eyes then darkne%s d: arrn(;: }21&”

Amphinogms now rﬁsl}ed at gdysscus, the glorious hero Sl

Charging him straight from the front with hj g

Hopigng to drive him away from the portal ; l:usth ::3: l::vg:?i f:;:;ln grgf“ the scabbard,

Telemachus from behind with a bronzc—shodjavclin smote him P

Right in the midst of the back ; and out of his breast it protruded

Crashing he fell, and he struck on the ground with the whole of };is forehead

Telemachus sprang back, but his long-stemmed spear he had left there .

Planted in Amphinomus, for he feared lest one of the nobles

While he was drawing it forth might suddcnly rush to assail him,

Giving a stab with a sword or a downward stroke of his weapon,

Then to his well-loved father he ran, and reachin g him quickly

Stood at his side, and in haste these swift-win ged words he addressed him ;

“Father, at once I will fetch thee a shield and a couple of lances,

Also a helm all bronze with a visor to cover the tem ples.

Then I will go and will clothe me in armour, and give to the swineherd

Other, and also the cowherd. Tis better in arms to equip us.”

Forthwith answerin g spake these words deep-plotting Odysseus :

“Run for them ! run!—while yet I have arrows enough to defend me!

Lest thus single I fail to resist and be thrust from the doorway.”

Thus did he speak, and the youth, as his well-loved father commanded,
Ran to the chamber in which were lying the glorious weapons.
Out of them eight good lances and four of the shields he selected;

our bronze helmets he chose him with horse-tails heavily crested,
C:‘""Y ing which he returned full quickly and came to his father.

irstly himself in a harness of bronze he invested; and likewise
Also the thralls, those twain, encased them in beautiful armour.

hen at the side of the wise and wary Odysseus they placed them. phe



the arrows sufficed to defend him,

S a - .
Odyssey He however a5 long ne or the other—¢€n trapped in his mansion

116- 164 Aimed; an{(}i thc o afts had deserted their lord and had failed him in shog

lta(; he smote them, the one by the side of the other.,
. . ting
¢ of the massively b-ulldpd apartment )
tOf;l:lctizc;’acc of the inside glistering house-wall,
s bo“;’hc hung hima fourfold target of oxhide;
ur ht helm on his stalwart head he adjusted,
e il of a horse, which terribly nodded above it.

gl};;mii \:i‘:r}; :;;;:‘hc chose, bronze-bladed and powerful lances.
en

. b uilt wall was a high-raised postern inserted

Nowint ':g:lglfbugg the thrcshold%and here from the hall was an outlet
S W;: to a passage by doors well-fitting and double defended.
$ 2: llulgd Odyspscus oo mmanded the good old swineherd to look to
Standing anigh it ; for here was the only approach to the passage.
Then from the midst of the suitors, adfircssmg them, spake Agelaus:
«Friends, is 2 man to be found who will mount by the postern and quickly
Bring a report to the men of the city and rouse an alarm there ?
Then shall the shafts that the fellow has shot be the last of his lifetime.”
Him forthwith gave answer Melanthius master of goatherds :
«'Twere not possible, prince Agelaus, for terribly near it
Opens the beautiful door of the court, and the mouth of the passage
Offersa peril, for one strong man might hinder a thousand.
Nay, let me fetch you, to arm you withal, both weapons and hauberks
Out of the chamber in which (for I trow it was there and not elsewhere)
All were stowed by this fine prince Telemachus and his father.”
These words spoken, he clambered—M elanthius master of goatherds«—
Up by the loophole lights of the hall to the rooms of Odysseus.
Thence twelve targets he took and a dozen of lances, and also
"II“\l:relvc bronze helmets he chose him with horse-tails heavily crested.

en he returned, and he brought them and gave them in haste to the suitors:

?Noﬁlgf the knee-joints quake and the inmost heart of Odysseus .
Long~st:£°rczlved th‘_"m equipping themselves in the armour and shaking
Quick] hen:e spears in their hands ; and he felt that his task was a great on®
“Tdm{achuu”.‘efl to his son and with swift-winged words he addressed him*
Blyinerhist rse, 1s }11t one of the maids in the women’s apartment

im sage Tcl:r;ai?us g;me-TOr else peradventure Melantheus P
“Father, the fault usaddressing in turn gave answer :

300 is my own that it happened, and guilty is no on¢ '




- Other, for after I opened the fast-closed
%holly forgetting I left it, and some ong zf;vii ;l}_‘: C_h:czlrpber
Go now, good Eumacus, and closing the door Ofthgui-, it.
Watch and discover if one of the womep ot thic amber
Else it is Dolius’ son, I am certain, the goatherd %\'Icljnn:]-llschlsf;
Thus did the men hold converse and Counsel the one wit}fltl}sl.e other

Then once more to the chamber Melanthiys

Went for the beautiful arms ; and the gooél Olrgzii;:}i eg:(;lti)vzds :
Hastily called to Odysseus, who stood ful] near, and addressed E_savtr it,
«Zeus-born son of Laertes, thou wise and wary Odysseus ed him :
Yea it is even the fellow we thought, that impudent goat’herd |

See, he is going again to the room ! Come, te]] !
Should I be able to master the man, were’t better to slay him

Or shall I bring him to thee for his punishment, so that he Pa:y for
All of the many transgressions his malice devised in thy homestead 7
Him then in answer addressed these words dee p-plotting Odysseus :
“I and my son will be able to cope with the insolent suitors,
Holding them penned in the hall of the palace in spite of their fur
Ye two, twisting the hands and the feet of the fellow behind him,
Drag him within. To his back then lashing a panel ofboarding,
Firmly attach to his body a rope strong-stranded, and haul him
Up by a pillar aloft till he dangle anigh to the roof-beam,

So that he live right long while suffering terrible torture.”

me exactly :

y.

Thus did he speak, and they listened attent to his words and obeyed them.
Unto the chamber they went, and they saw him within; but he wist not ;
Right at the innermost end of the room he was searching for armour.
So at the door they remained, each one by the side of a door-post.
Soon came crossing the threshold Melanthius master of goatherds,
Laden with arms: in the one of his hands was a beautiful helmet,
While in the other he carried a buckler—a broad and an old one
Spotted with mould (as a youngster the hero Laertes had borne it ;
Here long years it had lain, and the seams were loose of the oxhide).
Suddenly leaping upon him they seized him, and into the chamber
Dragged by the hair he was flung on the floor, and groaning he lay there,
While with a bond right grievous they girded his handsand his ankles,
Ewisting the limbs well back and sccuﬁ‘:l%ills bid by the master,

ven Laertes’ son, long-suffering godlike Odysseus. i

hen to his body attacghing a ropgcgstrong-stranded they hauled him
Upbya pillar aloft till he dangled anigh to the roof-beam.

Ody.s‘,ge y

XX
156 - 198



