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once moved onward Pallas Athene,

3 ding the way, and he followed the steps of the goddess,
Hastily lg:}d";g him note of the famed Phaeacian sea-folk .

Neither did any in the midst of them all, for Athena the fair-tressed
Passing the town dess, around him outpouring a darkness

: d ‘
Suffered it not, dread 89 dear to her heart was'the godlike Odysseus.

. _-f <
goﬁiilrif]ugl’:gsﬁlﬁid I?: notice the well-built ships and the havens,
Ma

Squares for the meetings of men, and the long-drawn line of the ramparts
Lofty and all at the top pah.sadcd—a woz.ldcr'to' gazeat. :
Then. when at last they arrived at the chieftain’s glorious mansion,

; him, the grey-eyed goddess Athene :
Thus she began to address him, the grey-€y a .
«Look, Sir stranger! for here1s the house to the whlch.thou hast bid me
Show thee the way. Thou’lt find these princes, the c_hlldrcn gf. heaven,
Feasting at banquets ; but enter thou- bo!dly, nor feel in thy spirit
Fearful—for ever the man who in spirit is bold and undal'mtcd
Proveth the better in deeds, ay, e’en if he comes from a distance.
First, in the banqueting-hall thou’lt light on the queen of the palace.
Arété is the name she is called, and she cometh of parents
E’en of the selfsame stock whence Alcinous is descended.
First came Nausithous, to the King Earth-shaking Poseidon
Born of the fair Periboea—of earth-born women the fairest—
Youngest of all of the daughters of Eurymedon great-hearted.
(He once reigned as the king of the arrogant nation of Giants;
Ay but infatuate perished the people and perished the Ruler.)
So Periboea conceived, and she bare to Poseidon an offspring,
Nausithous great-souled, who ruled Phaeacia’s people.
Nausithous was the father of Alcinous and a brother

“Rhexénor, who, still new-wedded, was slain by Apollo,

Lord of the silvern bow ; nor left he an heir, but a dau ghter
Arcté, whom Alcinous then took for a consort.
Her hath he hqnoured assurely on earth no other is honoured,
gonc 9fthc wives who in these our days keep house for their husbands.
: ea}:ttx)ly thus was she ever respected and still is respected,
Aot dy ;lhc Ruler himself and by all of her children belovéd,
E\)::;n t hc people; forall asa goddess regard her and greet her
With reverent words when she walketh abroad in the city.

Yeaand
Tho;i:sht:[iz :he lacks not at all of a good understandin g;

iends nay even th :
Sh ) ; € men, their quarrels she endeth.
Thil:,]g;g E‘; be able to gain of the lady her hqcart and her favour,
Pewill be thine to revisit thy friends, and in safety

Win to thy hioh-
86 Y high-roofed home once more, and the land of thy fathers.”
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These words uttered, departing the grey-eyed ood
Over the wastes of the sea from the fair)i’hz.cac%:n ?:;zsngthme
Marathon reached, and winning the wid

: e-wayed ci
Entered the’ strong=-built fane of Erechtheus, }'r;hcztgigf(i:lthszglsls
W endan ey o e ioeet oie king; and he Pondcrez in spirit

Ofttimes staying his steps ere reachin

For as the sheen of the sun or the mofnt,lzﬁgrrg gz:zir:u%: el
Over the hi gh-—roofcc} palace of Alcinous grcat-hcarted.g 4

Brazen the walls, which ran from the threshold on this and on that side
Round to the innermost rooms ; and above was a cornice of cyan
G_olden the portal within that the v\.rell—built mansion defended ; .
Silver the posts of the door, set fast in the bronze of the threshold -
Silver the lintel that rested upon them, and golden the handle. ;
Dogs each side of thc: porch were standing, of gold and of silver.
These Hephaestus himself had devised with his cunning invention,
Watchers to watch at the palace of Alcinous great-hearted ;

There did they watch all deathless and ageless for ever and ever.

Close to the inside wall stood seats that on this and on that side
Reached to the innermost rooms from the threshold, and broidery o’er them,
Delicate, finely inwoven, was lying, the work of the women.

Here Phaeacian chiefs were oft to be seen at a banquet

Eating and drinking—for ever they found an unfailing abundance.
Here too, fashioned in gold and on fair-built bases of marble,

Youths were standing and holding uplifted radiant torches,

Lighting the gloom of the night in the halls of the house for the feasters.
Two score women and ten had the monarch as thralls in the palace,
Some that the yellow fruit of the corn-lands grind on a millstone,
Others that weave at the loom, and at twisting the wool with a spindle
Seated; but ever they move as the leaves of a high-branched poplar,
Weaving a linen so fine that the oil flows easily off it.

Yea, as the men far more are skilful than others of mortals

Swiftly to drive their ship in the waves, thus also the women

Others excel at the loom; for to them vouchsafqth {lthcnc.

Deftness in exquisite work and wisdom in cunning Invention.
Outside, nigh to the gate of the court there licth an orchard

Large as a field four-acred, enclosed all round by a fencing.

Here stands many a tree and in tall luxuriance b}oom{:th 3 ek _
Pears are here, and pomegranates, and appl_cs Wlt.h ghtte; mlg ruitage;
Figs with a rich sweet harvest and blossoming thickets of olives.

Here doth the fruit of the trees ne’er perish or fail in thc_bt:iarmg,
Winter and summer alike perpetual. Ever the West Win
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: - -th with its breath and ripens the other,
Odyssey Bringeth tht; :rn;; :c: ut:lect ]!:!with g and apple on apple,

Vil  Pear uPonﬁP nd the grape grows, ri pening cluster by cluster.,
Here too lagd,;: with fruit, stands planted a ﬂou‘rishing vineyard.
Partisa I;Iacc for the drying-—-a.lcvcllcd space in the open,

Parched by the heat of the sun; 1n another they gather .the bunches,
Tread in another the vat; and in front hang berries unripened,
= but the rest is already beginning to purple.

ing the flower,
gﬁf::ﬁ]gg the outermost row are beds of an orderly garden
Planted with many a herb and bright with perennial verdure,

Here two freshets of water arise : one over the garden
Scatters its streams, while under the courtyard threshold the other

Shoots to the high-roofed house and a fount whence draweth the townsman,
Such in the palace of Alcinous was the bounty of heaven.

119-167 Fig upon

There did he wondering stand, long-suffering godlike Odysseus.
Then, when at last he had gazed and had marvelled at all in his spirit,
Hastily over the threshold he stepped and entered the palace.
Here at the banquet he found Phaeacian leaders and nobles
Pouring a cup to the keen-eyed Hermes, the Slayer of Argus,
Whose is the last libation when men are thinking of slumber,
Up thro’ the banqueting-hall long-suffering godlike Odysseus,
Having around him the cloud that was shed by the goddess Athene,
Went till he came to the queen and the great Phaeacian monarch.
Then, as he bent embracing her knees with his hands in entreaty,
Sudden the wonderful cloud rolled back, and it melted from off him
While that the banqueters gazed all silent, beholdin g aman there :
Gazed as astounded ; and thus did Odysseus begin his entreaty : :
““Arete, O, daughter of King Rhexenor, the godlike a
Lo, to thy lord and thy knees I am come, outworn with my lab
Yeaand toall of thy guests.—May the ,ods all happi 4 Ou}fs’
While they shall live, and dying n):a ca%h 1 aPle;:‘»§ gr}?";:lt i
House and domain and al] of the horzrours b0nc cac‘lninto ot
Nay but vouchsafe me an escort and aid e o o
Soon ! for afar from my friends 1 s et hoqlel_and”
T i . on gdycars have I suffered affliction.
Bl tothe fie, oo b klm adown by the hearth in the ashes
; yallkeptsilent in speechless amazement.

Then at the Jast out-s
Foremost in age was
Fgrcmost in speech,

pake that hero, the old Echenéus ;—
the hero of all Phaeacian nobles,

and sage in the wisdom of past generations.
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Thus with a k?ndly intent he uplifted his voice a
« Alcinous, this surely is nowise right nor is see
Here is a stranger that sits on the ground b
While expecting thy word each one of us
Nay now, bid him arise, and a chair brigh
Offer the stranger to seat him therein ; and say to the henchmen
One more bur.n per to mix, and to Zeus who delighteth in thunder
Pour we libation ; for he all suppliants follows with pity;
Then let the house-dame bring from her stores for the stran -

: . gerasupper,
Straightway Alcinous, the revered and powerful monarch
Hearing it, took by the hand wise-hearted and wileful Od)’rsseus.
Raising him up from the hearth in a chair bri ght-studded he placed him
Bidding his son to arise and vacate it, the youthful and manly i
Laodamas, who next to him sat, and of all was the dearest.
Water foriwashing of hands by a maiden was brought in an ewer
Beautiful, golden, and over a basin of silver she poured it,
Bidding him wash ; and she stationed a polished table beside him.
Then did the grave house-dame bring bread, and she laid it before him,
Lavishly adding thereto from her stores full many a dainty.
So he did eat and drink, long-suffering godlike Odysseus.
Meanwhile Alcinous the redoubtable called to his henchman :
“Pontonous, come, mix strong wine and serve us a bumper,
Plenty for all of the guests, and to Zeus who delighteth in thunder
Pour we libation ; for he all suppliants follows with pity.”
Thus did he speak, and a wine honey-hearted was mixed by the henchman;
So to the guests he dispensed, first filling the cups for libation.

nd addressed them -
mly.

y t!lc hearth in the ashes,
waits and is silent.
t-studded with silyer

Now when at last they had poured and had drunk to their souls’ satisfaction,
Then spake Alcinous to the feasters, and thus he addressed them :

“ Hearken, I pray, to my words, Phaeacian lea_de_:rs and nobles ! l

Listen, for now I shall utter a thing that my spirit commands me !

Ended to-day is the feast. Go home and betake you to slumber.

Early the morn, still more of the elders assembled together

Here in the hall, we shall give to the stranger a feast, a-nd to heaven

Noble oblations, and then of the escort shall duly- bethink us,

Plannin g it so that the stranger without more toil fmd affliction

Under an escort of ours once more to the Ianc_l of his fathqrs :

Safely and swiftly shall come—yea though right far be his country;

Nor on the way meanwhile shall he evil and 1njury suffer,

Ere on his native soil he is landed ; but then and thcreaftf:gl A

Suffer he must what is fated and doomed—ywhat the terrible Spini s

( )dyxsq;
vy
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J at his birth, when he came from the womb of his mothe,.
ortal, a being from heaven descended,

: ice unfolding around us,
Thenlsa god s?ln:;;ln:::r] :!he:; approacheg us in manifest vision,
Secing tha;jczzvcr of cattle we made some splendid oblation,
Coming v im us and €’en at the side of us sitting at table;
Fcasm:igbam'dcsg ifit chanced that a lonesome wanderer met them,
Yeaan di _.c::qc did they use ; for the race is akin to immortals,
Ei?c‘;e:hcl bgy::lopian nation and lawless tribes of the Giants.”

Him then in answer addressed these words ficcp-plgttin g Odysseus:
« Alcinous, such thought be afar! since ve rily nowise

Like to the gods everlasting who dwell in the infinite heaven

Either in form or in favour am I, but to men that be mortal;

Yea and the men that ye know of with grief most pcavn}y l.aden
These be the mortals to whom I can liken myself in affliction.

More, far more can I tell of the story of woe thgt befell me,

How by the will of the gods full many a hardship I suffered ;
Natheless, leave me in silence to sup, though heavy my heart be,
Seeing that nought so shameless a thing as a ravening belly

E’er can be found; for it forceth a mortal to give it attention,
Though outwearied with toils and his heart o’erladen with sorrow.
Thus is my heart o’erladen with sorrow, but still doth the stomach
Bid me to eat and to drink, and all of the ills that I suffered

Wholly it makes me forget, and to feast to my fill it commands me.
Leave me, I pray—but arousing yourselves when the mornin g appeareth
Help me unfortunate back once more to the land of my fathers.
There shall my sufferings end—and my life would willingly end too,
After my home I have seen and my thralls and my high-roofed mansion.”
Thus when he spake all gave him approval and made resolution
Homeward the stranger to help, since duly and well he had spoken.

Spun with the t-hrca
Be he however 1mm

So, when at last they had poured, and had drunk to their souls’ satisfaction,

All oi: the feasters departed to sleep, each one to his homestead,

Leaving the godlike Odysseus behind in the hall of the palace.

Here queen Arete and Alcinous great-hearted

Sat by his side till the gear of the feast was removed by the maidens.

thlitc-farmed Arete then began, and breaking the silence

Bpa c_,f cir she wonderin g saw and remembered the mantle and doublet,
cautitul garments whereat she had worked, both she and her maidens.

g)opening therefore her J ps these swift-win ged words she addressed him :
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«First, O stranger, I ask—
W.go ar}tl thou? Whence art);;aoivccc?mngs:’g/’ivgm SR Od
a . 1
Didst thou not say that thou camest a wandcrgr zzzl::;;};i;::l?ﬁm bl ;{;jey
Her then in answer addressed these words d : 237.276
«QGrievous it were, O queen, to relate thee e;:'tp-l?‘lottm g Odysseus:
All of the nu mberless woes that the gods ¢ tl ¢ whole of my story,
Yet will I answer thy question and tell th 2 e.?lal sent me.
Far hence over the ocean the isle Og iacl? Ohall that thou askest.
Home of a daughter of Atlas, the g“i{cgful wtd&
F a{r-.trcssed nymph of the sea—a divinit gd0 38 s Calypso,
W'xlhq gly seeketh her love, nor god nor 31 rc;L cd.; for no one
Now, in my uttermost need, to her hearthan A
Sole—for my swift-winged ship with th E;{mc_dcuy brought me
Fenis i t-h ATt e :: : xéxdm.g bolt of his thunder
There d_ld the rest, yea all of my valiant shi amsmltten.and shattered ;
T]?cn with my arms to the keel of the twy_gmitc; peEEls :
Nine days long was I borne ; on the tenth in th eblvcsi:d Fchptrue:
Nigh to the isle was I brought by the god hc ackness of midnight
Dvellcththefiiechs red pychnll diviuttyceead i iy
Tenderly cherished and nourished ’mc—;ci a;:iafl’swio R
Even to make me immortal and ageless for ever andoc?rcc Prormsed
;’ct did she never persuade me nor soften the heart in mr bosom
VE:[vc:n fihe years unt?rokcn that here I remained, and for ivcr :
b :tte l:anmh weeping my raiment, the magical gift of Calypso.
Thw when thc.elghth year came with the slow revolution of seasons
4 en Ellld she bid me depart, yea urged me to haste my departure ’
: oved by a message from Zeus, or her mind its purpose had altc;ed
Bo ona ﬁrm-_lashcd raft did she launch me, and found me in plenty :
T;fad and wine honey-swect; and she clothed me in magic apparei :
S':;::l'l did she send me a favouring breeze, both gentle and kindly. ,
o n and ten long days did I voyage the waste of the waters,
The,son tEh comghtecnth day, I beheld far shadowy mountains,
Ah il? ? thl? country of y_ours—-—and the spirit within me exulted.
Often- a_telii ! for verily still I was doomed to acquaint me
Raisinw“ grlef—such woes did he send, Earth-shaking Poseidon,
Yea amgi against me the winds and staying my path on the ocean ;
Suffor da monstrous sea he aroused, nor longer the billows
Her dF me still with the groans of despair to remain on the vessel.
id a storm-blast shatter and scatter. I plunged in the ocean,

Swimming, and mighty the gulfI had cloven, when near to the dry land,
91



: was brought by the wind and the rollers,

Od‘? ssey Yea, 25 ; hlsi:l?:il l;t;idogzr?rur:;i the surgeg on tKe shqrc had o’erwhelmed me,

"““-{:f 6 ;IICR;E; tr?:c onto the terrible rocks of 2 desolate region;

Uk H:sl;ilygthcrcforc retreating I swam, till I came in m%r swx;mr&{ ng :
Unto to a river, and here, asit secmcd3 was the place oralanding ;
Smooth was the rockless beach and withal from the }mnd was a covert.
Landing I fell, and I lay collecting my senses ; an.d o’er me
Gathered ambrosial night ; then afax: from the rain-fed river
Climbing I laid me tosleep in the thick of the bushes, around me
Pouring the leaves ; and a god shed over me infinite slumber.

Here in the leaves, to my inmost heart ﬂ-ordonc with my lgboqu,
Soundly the livelong night did I sleep, till the dawn and till midday;
Yea, when already was sinking the sun sweet slumber released me.
Then did I see by the ocean thy daughter’s maiden attendants
Sporting, and she in the midst of them all seemed like to a goddess.
Her I entreated for pity, nor failed she of good understanding ;

Ay and thou wouldst not expect of a youthful person that meets thee
Thus to behave, since ever the young are wont to be thoughtless.
Freely she gave me of bread and of glittering wine in abundance,
Bade me to bathe in the river,and then these garments she gave me.
Lo, I have spoken—and, much as it pains me, the truth I have uttered.”

Then King Alcinous made answer, and thus he addressed him :
« Stranger, herein forsooth did a due and a right understanding
Fail in my child, that she guided thee not with the women, her handmaids,
Hither to this our house ; for to her first mad’st thou entreaty.”
Him then in answer addressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus::
“Hero! for this, I beseech thee, u pbraid not the excellent maiden,
Seeing she bade me indeed with the women attendants to follow s
I was unwilling myself, since truly I feared, and it shamed me
Lest peradventure the sight might darken with anger thy spirit.
Terribly jealous we seem, all earth-born races of mortals,”
Then King Alcinous made answer, and thus he addressed him :
* Stranger, in sooth not such is the heart in the bosom within me
Wantonly thus to be wroth. Fair measure is better in all things.
Ay and by Father Zeus, by Athenaand Phoebus Apollo,
Would that a man like thee, who art minded, meseemeth, as I be,
Taking my da:ughtcr to wife might will as my son to content him
Here to remain! Iam ready to give both cattle and homestead

Shouldst thou consent to remain—though none shall compel thee unwilling,

;\Izo Phaeacian—Zeus our Father in heaven forbid it !

e e ———— e e ———




Nay, to assure thee of this, will I straightway order the escort

Now for the morrow ; and while with a drowsiness tho Odyssey
Liest asleep, they, sweeping the calm of the ocean, shauub(;::l;rl?::tercd =
Unto thy land and thy home, or whither thy soul desireth 217347

Ay though farther bt)r far it is distant than even Euboea

Land that of all lies farthest—so say those men that bch,eld it

Those of this people of mine who once fair-haired Rhadamar’lth S
Thither conveyed, Tityos, huge offspring of Gaia, to visit. :
Thither they came and the journey without all labour accomplished
E’en on the selfsame day and finished the voyaging homewarlsl

Thus of thyself thou’lt learn that my ships all others outrival .

Ay and my youthsall others at tossing the brine with the oar-blade.”

So did he speak, and for joy long-suffering godlike Odysseus

Offered to heaven a prayer and uttered aloud his entreaty :

« Father Zeus, I beseech thee that all he hath said shall accomplish
Alcinous, since thus on the earth, dear mother of harvests,

Ne’er shall his glory be dimmed, and again I shall come to my homeland.”

So these twain held converse together the one with the other.

W hite-armed Arete meantime commanded her maidens

Setting a bedstead under the porch fair blankets upon it

Purple in colour to cast, and over them coverlets spreading,

Mantles of wool moreover to lay enwrapping them warmly.

So from the hall went quickly the handmaids carrying torches.
Then, when a thick soft bed they had strown, all busily toiling,

Unto Odysseus they came, and thus exhorting addressed him :

« Up now, stranger | Thy bed is prepared. Go,lay thee to slumber.”
Thus did they speak, and a thing right welcome it seemed to repose him.
There then slumbering lay lon g-suffering godlike Odysseus

Under the echoing porch ona bedstead of beautiful carvings.
Alcinous too slept in the innermost room of the pal:':lCC,

Where at his side was arrayed by hislady her bedding and bedstead.
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OW when the morning was newly arisen, the roseate-fin gered,

Rose from his couch King Alcinous the revered and :
'I;](-:SC tgpdhiavcn-dcscendcd Odysseus, the sacker of cti}t]iis[.mghty,
W7 here Phasacion cldoms Lon s L 1o plaes of 2 il
_ ers had built their court of assembly,
Here they arrived and on seats well-polished of marble they set them
Closely together. But thoro’ the town went Pallas Athene,
Like to the herald himself of the wise Phaeacian monarch,
Planning to bring to his home once more great-hearted Odysseus.
So to them all and to each she addressed her and made proclamation :
« Hither assemble, ye leaders and high Phaeacian chieftains !
Come to the place of the council, and there ye shall learn of the stran ger
Newly arrived at the palace of Alcinous wise-hearted,
One that hath voyaged the seas and in favour is like the immortals,”
Thus as she spake, in the minds of them all she excited a longing :
Speedily filled were all of the places of council, and benches
Thronged by the gathering crowds, and soon full many in wonder
Gazed at the wise-souled son of Laertes ; and Pallas Athene
Wonderful beauty and grace poured forth on his head and his shoulders,
Making him larger in person to look at and greater in stature,
So as to gain him the favour of all Phaeacian people,
Ay and their awe and respect—and so as to win him the contests
Many and great wherewith Phaeacians tested Odysseus.
Now when they all had collected together and formed an assembly
Rose King Alcinous in the midst and thus he addressed them:
““ Hearken, I pray, to my words, Phaeacian leaders and chieftains,
So that I utter the things that the heart in my b?som commands me.
Lo, this stranger—I know not his name—I1s arrived at my palace,
Wandering come from the land of a nation of dawn or of sunset.
Escort he urgently begs us to give and to promise for certain.
So, as was ever the wont in the past, let us grant him an escort,
Since no other of mortals that ever arrived at my palace
Here lamenting remained long time for the want of 3 convc;y.
Come, let us drag to the vast salt ocean a black-hulled vesse -
New from the stocks, and of youths let two and fifty l:s Oaff::-etime
Out of the people be chosen, who best have proved t c?]l o .
Then, so soon as the men have fastened the oars to the tho C;Fatic;n
Leave ye the vessel, and come to my palace, and make prep

|| I e e —
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. and provision for all will I offer.
b repal:;t, Ia;ivg to the youths ; but the others, whoever

Beareth the sceptre a5 chief, in the halls of my beautiful mansion
$9-77 DBearet

' t the stranger
there entertain at a banque Bl
Gather tOgcthc: :nuic. And summon the singer, the godlike
bk him as to none God gran ted by singing

-4 fOr to - - . H 1 »
fﬁ?oog,?f;;t’ure, whenever his spirit to SINging incites him.

Odyssey There for
virr - Such the commands t

d he led from the council; him followed the chieftains
T e o amon e,
Then were chosen the youths, and two and fifty in number
Went. as he bade, to the beach of the barren expanse of the ocean.
Now when at last they had gotten them down to the sea and the vessel,
Firstly the black-hulled vessel they drew to the deep salt water,
Then, embarking the mast and the sails on t.hc black—hl_lllcd vessel,
All of the oars to the tholes they attacht_:d _w1th the lashings of leather,
Each in its place, and the white sails hoisting aloft on the yardarm
Anchored her far from the shore in the midst of the haven, and forthwith
Went on their way to the mansion of Alcinous wnsc-hf:artcd.
Filled were all of the porches and garths and the buildings, as countless
Gathered together the guests, both many a youth and an elder.
These to regale had the king of his fat sheep slaughtered a dozen,
Eight of his white-tusked swine, and a yoke of his slow-paced cattle ;
These they had flayed and prepared and had furnished a beautiful banquet.

Now did the herald approach conducting the sweet-voiced minstrel.
Loved by the Muse was the bard ; but she gave him of good and of evil :
Reft was the light of his eyes, but with sweetest song he was dowered.
Forthwith Pontonous set a chair bright-studded with silver
Midst of the feasters, and close to a high roof-pillar he placed it.
Then from a peg down-hanging the clear-toned lute he suspended
Over his head, and he showed him to reach with the hand and to grasp it.
Thus did the henchman, and bringing a basket and beautiful table
Gave him of wine in a goblet to drink when his spirit enjoined him.
?ﬁ:n dﬁd they stretch forth hands to the food that was lying before them,
Stlir;-:i ;“:1-: 1'-;\5; they had lost all longing for meat and the wine-cup,
Stug Oftgc : ;cm:j:r ;vas tfhc singer to sing of the glories of heroes,
e ose fame to the infinite heaven was reaching,

estrife of Odysseus and great Pelean Achilles,—

How at a beautiful feast of ing i
< of the gods contending in anger
i ords outrageous they spake ; and the warrior-kin g Agamemnon



Joyed in his spirit, beholding the best of the
This had the answer of Phoebus Apolloinb
Told him, when passing the threshold of sto
Seeking the rede of the god ; for bcginning
Over the Trojans and Greeks by the counse
Such was the lay that he sang, that singer r
Grasping with stalwart hand at the folds o
Over his head down drew it, till all of his
Loth that the men might mark tears falli
Yea and as oft as the godlike singer had ceased from his singing

Drying the tears and back from his head withdrawing the mantle
Taking a two-cupped goblet he poured to the godsalibation,
Yet, when again a beginning he made—for to sing they impelled him
All Phaeacia’s nobles, so much in his lays they delighted— ;
Then did Odysseus, enwrapping his head once more, make moaning.
Thus did he sit there weeping, unnoted by all of the others,

All save Alcinous, who alone was aware and observed it,

Sitting anigh to his side; and hearing him heavily groaning,
Quickly he turned to the lovers of oars, Phaeacia’s princes:

¢ Hearken, I pray, to my words, Phaeacian leaders and chieftains.
Now in us all is the spirit content with abundance of feasting,

Ay and content with the lute, loved consort of bountiful banquets.

So let us forth from the palace and prove our prowess at contests,
Every kind, for the stranger to tell, when he reaches his homeland,
Unto his friends, how skilful we are, all others excelling,

Either to box or to wrestle or leap, or to run in the foot-race.”

Greeks in contention.
cautiful Pytho

ne he had entered the temple
to roll was disaster

Is of Zeus the Almighty.
enowned ; but Odysseus,
fhis mantle of purple,

face he had covered,

ng from under his eyebrows.

These words uttered, he led from the hall, and they followed the monarch.
Then, when the clear-toned lute on the peg he had hung, did the herald,
Grasping the hand of the singer and guiding him forth from the palace,
Lead him away by the road on the which were wending the others,

All Phaeacia’s nobles, who, eager to witness the contest, )
Pressed to the place of the games; and a crowd came thronging behind them,
Thousands and thousands ; and youths stood forth right many and noble:
Acroneos upstood, and Ocyalus and Elatreus,

Nauteus and Prymneus and Anchialus and Eretmeus;

Then Anabésineos and Thoon, and Ponteus and P}'ochS;

Amphialus, whose father was Tekton’s son Polyncus;

Euryalus too, equal of Ares the Slayer of mortals,

Naubolus’ son, uprose, surpassing in form and in favour

All Phaeacia’s fairest but Laodamas the unrivalled. o
G
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of Alcinous the heroic,

: the godlike youth (_Ilytonéus.
yi1 Laodamas, allll;sg)?:ﬁ madge trial of speed in the foot-race.

ildren
Odyssey Last rose three of the childre

118157 ‘These then firs 1| straining their utmost they raced and together
Straight fr?n} t:l;;fta%‘l}ng and raising behind them a dust-cloud.
Over the plain by far Clytonéus the peerless ;

: ce was
Flec:tr:sth Ofi :2 I?htg;‘f ; ?‘u rrow that mules mi gh_t d::aw in a fallow
g;:;itg :hcag he arrived at the crowd, outstripping the others,

¢ their strength in the wrestler’s toilsome contest.

Then did they tes lus that of all of the strong was the strongest.

Here it was Eul'yahc others was Amphialus in the leaping,

f the quoit far best of them all was Elatreus.
Laodamas, brave son of the monarch.

Far to the fore of t
While with cast 0
Best at the boxing was

e hearts of them all were fully content with the contests
odamas and addressed them, the son of the monarch :
s! Let usask if in feats athletic the stranger
Knowledge possesseth and skill. Not feeble in frame he appeareth.
Look at the thigh and the leg and the arm from the hand to the shoulder!
Stalwart the neck and enormous its might ; nor at all doth his manhood
Lack of its prime ; but his vigour is broken by many a hardship ;
Neither, believe me, is aught to be found which worse than the ocean
Ruins the strength of a man, how hardy soever his body.”
Forthwith Euryalus made answer and thus he addressed him :
« Laodamas, full wise is thy word and is spoken in season.
Nay but approach him thyself and accost him and give him a challenge.”
Straight, as he heard these words, did the gallant son of the monarch
Step to the fore, and standing in front of Odysseus address him :
“ Come, Sir stranger, and make thou a trial thyself in a contest,
Bcc_st thou practised in any—and surely thou knowest of contests,
Seeing that nought for a man is a glory, as long as he liveth,
Greater than suchlike deeds with his hands or his feet to accomplish.
gay, come, make but a trigl-—and scatter the gloom of thy spirit.
5 ot m}licllil longer deferred is thy homeward return, for already
Hailrlrrllt;he is the ship and already equipped are waiting thy shipmates.”
X Lmdac; in anliwer addressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus :
Ay ai, \Sf y thusdo ye challen ge me, only to mock me?
sl g and griefare ﬁ}lm g my mind much more than a contest,
Y':CC 3 :lght many a woe did I suffer and many a hardship ;
aand amidst these thron gs with a craving at heart for my homeland

N e : .
980w Iamsitting, a suppliant still of the king and his people.”

Now when th
Thus spake La
« Hither, my friend
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ODYSSEUS TAKES PART IN THE CONTESTS
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Then spake Euryalus, to his face thus tauntin g Odysseus :

« Nay, O stranger, and truly I liken thee not to a mortal Odyssey
Practised in any of all of the contests known to the nations; 1-':;”1[97

Rather to one who frequents with his well.
Skipper, methinks, of a folk of the sea wili Erl:ggzg (‘:r;?csr:::] R
Mindful of nought but the bales and carefu] of nought bﬂt thnt; cargo
Ay and the grab and the gain. Sooth, thoy wert never an athlete "g’ :
Glaring askance at the man thus answered the wileful Od 2

b ysseus:
“Stranger, thy speech is indecent. Thou seemest an insolent mortal
So was it ever | The gods vouchsafe not gifts that be gracious :
All to the one—Dboth beauty and wit and the skill of a speaker.
One is by nature a man of contemptible presence, but heaven
Crowneth his words with enchantment of grace ; and the people that hear him
Gaze in delight as he speaks with an easy and modest assurance
Eloquent words ; him only they see midst all the assembly ;
Him, as he walks in the city, they view, as it were an immortal.
Then will another in beauty resemble a god of Olympus,
Yet, for his words—no garland of gracefulness resteth upon them.
Such is thy lot : for in beauty preéminent (comelier scarcely
Heaven itself might make thee) in mind thou art utterly futile.
See ! thou stirrest my spirit to wrath in the bosom within me,
Prating indecently. No! nota churl unpractised in contests,
Such as thou sayest, am I—but, I trow, in the rank of the foremost
Ever I stood in the days when I trusted my hands and my manhood.
Now am I holden of pain and affliction ; for sorely I suffered,
Tossed on the billows of war and the grievous waves of the ocean.
Yet, €’en so, though many my woes, I will enter the contest, .
Since I am stun g to the heart, and my wrath is aroused by thy prating.”

Spake and arose ; nor doffed he his mantle, but seized on a discus
Greater than others and thicker and weightier not by a little

Than Phaeacians use competing the one with the other. ;
Swinging it strongly around, from his sinewy hand he released it.
Booming it flew, while down to the ground cgouchcd low in amazement
All those masters of oars, those famed Phaeacian scamen,

Under the rush of the stone ; and it flew far over the limits,

Speeding so swift from his hand. And the casts were marked by A-thfznc, |
Likened in outward form to a man, and she spake and a_ddrcsscd him:
“E’en might one that is blind such mark, O stranger, discover,

Groping around. Not lost in the throng of:thc othcrs_lt lieth,

Nay but afar to the fore. Canst hope this time to be victor.. i



Odyssey Never a man of them all will be able to pass it, or reach it.”
Y T did she speak, and hejoyed, Jong-suffering godlike Ocysscus,
195 - 237 Glad to behold in the crowd some favouring fnengl to app!aud him.
Then with a lightened heart to the youths Phaeacian turning :
«There now ! Beatit,my lads! Soon cometh another to follow !
Even as far as the first will I hurl it, or farther, believe me,
Ay and ifany will come, if his heart and his spirit incite him
Trial to make, let him come—so0 mightily stirred is my anger—
Whether to box or to wrestle or race—what he will |—for I care not—
Any of all of the others !—but Laodamas be excepted !
Heis my host. Isit seemly to fight with the man that befriends one ?
Verily only a fool or a fellow worthless by nature
Thus would offer a challenge of strife to the friend that received him
Here in an alien land. *Twould sever him clean from his fortune,
All of the others can come ! I will neither refuse nor disdain them.
Nay, I am fain to acquaint me with all and to prove them in public.
Nor am I utterly wanting in every manly achievement.
Well do I know as an archer a bow well-polished to handle.
First was I ever to smite with the arrow my man in the combat,
Warring with hostile hosts—ay, even if many companions
Stood there close to my side, all aiming with shafts at the foemen.
Only P.hiléctctcs as an archer excelled me whenever
There in the country of Troy we Achaeans contended as bowmen.
Yea of the archers on earth I avow me as easily foremost,
All now living amidst bread-nourished races of mortals.
Only with heroes of old am I nowise willing to match me,
¥§lth€r }mth Heracles nor tl}e famed Oechalian monarch.
a 1t:sc Wflth the gods everlasting themselves contended as bowmen ;
erefore suddenly perfshcd the prince, great Eurytus, neither
ﬁgﬁ c;t;.lgt sll())wly upon him at home, for in anger Apollo
illed hi
S sk ﬁ\u:fitlii; hclhad ventured to challenge the god as an archer.
a lance than another can shoot with an arrow
E:lly on foot d.o I fear lest some Phaeacian runner :
Toi:;} me blehmd, forindeed I am shamefully broken and weakened
g solong on the waves ; nor with food in sufficing abund
Found was my ship : - g abundance
y ship; so loosened is every joint of my body.”

Thus di
us did he speak, and they all stood utterly silent and speechless,

Till King Alcinous found words to reply and addressed him :

““ Stranger, ass

tranger, assure thee | for \ :

Wishing to give fair proof ?O}tlh‘“g unpleasing thou speakest amongst us,
100 of the prowess that ever attends thee,

—
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Wroth with the fellow who here in the lists and ; i
Tauntingly spake, in a manner in which would ;:e}:l:zltl' il?;f::;‘;}:: ()(ffﬁ:ty

None, if he €’er was accustomed to utter a w : 23
Now come, mark what I say. It will give thc::l;dat:n;z isoszzr:tl}{ér 238 - 875
Warrior friend to relate, when at home in the hall of thy palace

Sitting at supper by side of thy well-loved wife and thy cll;:ildre;;

This our prowess thou callest to mind and the feats that on us too

Zeus hath bestowed, as he did in the days of the fathers before us

Neither as boxers we boast us unrivalled nor perfect as wrestlers .

Only in fleetness of foot we excel and in sailing a vessel ; :

Ever is feasting a thing that delights us, and music and ’dancing :

Changes of raiment we love, warm baths and luxurious slumber.

Come now, all of the deftest to tread Phaeacian measures, i

Dance for us, dance ! that the stranger may see and relate, when he cometh

Unto his friends, what skill we possess, all others excelling,

Both in the sailing of ships and in running and dancing and singing.

Also for Demodocus let the clear-toned lute by the herald

Quickly be fetched ; it is lying, I ween, in the hall of the palace.”

Thus spake Alcinous the heroic. The herald uprising

Started to bring for the singer the hollow harp from the palace.

Then upstanding, the stewards of games—nine judges, elected

Out of the people, by whom in the lists all duly was ordered—
Levelled a space for the dance, and a fair broad ring they encircled.
Now did the herald approach and the clear-toned lute that he carried
Give to the blind old singer, who stepp’d to the midst—and around him
Boys in the bloom of their youth took stand right skilful in dancing ;
So with a wonderful measure they smote on the ground, and Odysseus
Gazed at the flash and the twinkle of feet, and he marvelled in spirit.

Then to his harp uplifting his beautiful voice did the singer

Sing of the passion of Ares for fair-crowned Queen Aphrodite,

How they as lovers at first held tryst at the housc-of Hephaestus
Secretly meeting ; and how by his gifts he prevailed and dishonour
Brought on the bed of her lord ; but as messenger hasted to tell him
Eélios, who had noted them meeting in tendcr_crpbraccmcnt. .
Then did H ephaestus, as soon as the grievous tldxngs had reached him,
Go to his forge, devising revenge in the depths of his bosom.

Here on the stithy he set the enormous anvil and forged him

Fetters not to be broken or loosed, to entrap and to hold them.

Now when at last he had fashioned the tOEIS, in his anger at Ares,
G
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he entered wherein, as of old, was his bedst_cad,
f the bed, all round it, he fastened the netting ;
77317 pMuch of italso he fastened above it, attached to a rafter,
: f a spider, that non¢ could ever perceive it
Fingastheweb ot s+ so cunningly fine was it fashioned.,
fastened the toils all over the bedstead,

to the well-built city of Lemnos,

The(ril l;;fﬁ;:r:;i;g :g }gfs heart—far dearer than every other.
Lal?th::r was blind as a watcher the god, gold-glistering Ares.
é‘le{n Hephaestus, the worker renowned, set forth on a journey,
Scc::dgily unto the house of the far-famed god he betook him
Ffi)ﬁed with the longing of love for the fair-crowned queen Cytherea.
Newly arrived from the home of her fathf:r, the mighty Cronion,
Resting she quietly sat; and he entering into the mansion
Tenderly clung to her hand; then he opened his lips and addressed her:
« Come, let us go, my belovéd, and lie on the bed and enjoy us!
Nowhere nigh is Hephaestus, but started already for Lemn?’s,
Gone to the Sintian folk, that people of barbarous language.
Thus did he speak, and a thing ri ght pleasant it seemed to the god.dcss.
So they ascended the bed and reclined them to sleep ; but the netting,
Cunningly wrought by the crafty_H_cphac'stus, desce ndcc! upon them :
Suddenly gone was the power of lifting a limb, or of moving,
Then at the last they perceived it when all too late to escape it ;
Ay and already at hand was the famed deft-handed Hephaestus,
Back from his journey returned ere reaching the island of Lemnos.
E&lios on the watch had remained and had brought him the tidings.
Homeward straight he returned with a heart sore troubled within him ;
Up to the portal he strode, and he stood ; fierce anger possessed him ;
Then with a terrible cry to the gods of Olympus he shouted :
“ Father Zeus and ye other immortals eternally blesséd,
Come and behold! Tis a matter to laugh at, but not to be suffer’d.
Lo now, me that am lame this daughter of Zeus, Aphrodite,
Ever dlsh.ono_urs and loveth instead man-murdering Ares,
%;::kﬁxe is fair to the sight and in limb he is straight ; but a body
. n): W:;srmmc firom my birth—Nor verily blame I another,
Co:r);el Ygshellllts. woul th.cy had never begotten and borne me !

+ ye shall see these twain now lying in loving embracement;

Odyss€l 1nto the chamber
Fill - Here to the posts ©

Here on my bed th , !
Scarce for 3 rnorm::ty r:z-:l ounted—behold ! At the sight I am maddened’

E'en though hotly in love

Thus to be bedded togeth
102

,dol thil.lk, they are longing to lie here,
—nor quickly again will be longing
er. But here they are trapped and imprisoned




Till that her father repay, to the Jast one, e
All that I left in his hands as the price of'thc i
Ay, for his daughter is fair, but she knows no
T]Yms did he speak, and the gods to his brags-
Hither Poseidaon, Earth-girdler, hastened and Hermes

Bringer of fortune, and hither the prince far-working A, ollo
While that behind with a womanly shame st e

t to bridle her passions.”
floor’d mansion collected :

“Ill deed prospereth never; the slow oft catcheth the nimble :
Even as now by the tardy Hephaestus o’ertaken i Ares,
Ares, the swiftcs.t of all of the gods that inhabit Olympus,
Caught in the toils of the Limper—and com pensation he oweth.”
Thus conversing together they whispered, the one to the other;
Then spake lordly Apollo, the son of Cronion, to Hermes:
““Zeus-born Hermes, the herald of heaven and bringer of blessings,
Say now, feelst thou a longing in such strong fetters imprisoned
Lying beside her in bed to embrace Aphrodite the golden?”

Him thus answered the herald of heaven, the Slayer of Argus:

““ Had I but only the luck, O lord, far-darting Apollo !

E’en though triple in number the toils—yea endless—that held me ;
E’en though all of you gods stood gazing, and every goddess,

Give me to lie by her side and embrace A phrodite the golden !’
Thus did he speak, and anew fell laughter upon the immortals,

All but Poseidaon ; unsmiling he stood and entreaty

Made to Hephaestus the cunnin g to loosen the fetters of Ares. ;
Thus then raisin g his voice these swift-winged words he ad'drcsscd him :
“Loose him, I pray ! and I promise that whatsoever thou b}ddtzs,t,
All he shall pay that is held to be fair with the gods everlasting.

Him then addressing in turn gave answer the famous Craftsman :
«“Nay but, Poseidaon, Earth-girdler, thou shouldst not demand it !
Worthless is ever a pledge that is offered by one that is worthless.
How can I hold thee bound in the eyes of the blesséd immortals
Should our Ares depart and escape both fetters and forfeit ? ‘
Him then again gave answer the King Earth-s_,h_akm g Posmd_on :
*“Nay but, Hephaestus, if ever it hap that avoiding the f?rfmt

Ares elude thee, I promise myself all dues to repay thee. :
Him then addressing again gave answer the famous Craftsman :

“Truly ’tis neither becomin g nor possible this to refuse thee. x
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Odyssey These words uttered, the miﬁhty Hephaestus unfastened the fetters. .
1 Thendid the vwain, sct free from the grievous constraint of the netting,
s59.. 897 Spring straight upward and vam‘sh——To Thracia Ares departed,

She to the Cyprian isle, Ap.hrodltC, ghe lover of laughter,

Even to Papi;os—-for here is her shrine and her altar of incense.

Here did the Graces receive her and bathe and anoint her with unguent

Not of the earth ; but it lieth as bloom on the limbs of immortals. |

Then did they clothe her in beautiful raiment, a wonder to gaze at.

Such was the story he sang, this singer renown’d, and Odysseus
Listened rejoicing in spirit, as also the rest of the hearers,
All those lovers of oars, those famed Phaeacian seamen.

Bidden was now Halius, and Laodamas, by the monarch
Single to dance; for in dancing was no one able to match them.
These then, into the hand when a beautiful ball they had taken
Purple in hue, by the skilful artificer Polybus fashioned, ’
One of them hurled it aloft to the shadowy clouds of the heaven
Bcn'ding him back for the throw. From the ground upleaping ;hc othe
Easily caught it before with his feet on the earth he alighted. : 3
Now when the trial was ended of casting the ball straight upward
Then did they sct them to dance on the earth’s all-nourishing bosom
;ltapgl!y ﬂ}l)ng}ng in turn, while comrades clapping in measure : :
ood in the llst§, and around them arose a tumultuous uproar.
Turmpg to Alcinous, then addressed him the godlike Odysseus :
;‘0 {(mg Alcinous, illustrious prince of the people ; .
Yru );‘ thou clam}st for thy people a skill unrivalled in dancing
ea, for the fact is approved : as I look I i :
. ook I am filled with amazement.”
us as he spake, the revered and powerful m h '
Quickly he turned to the lo f sl Sobielie
- e vers of oars, Phacac:a s nobles:
Truly the strangz; ) cy Wcl)]rds, Phacaclan Ichcrs and chieftains !
Tl hi[gpa ax:;: endowed right richly with wisdom.
e gl t, as is meet and is due to a stranger !
“inmehits :d an a:i; twelvg illustrious princes
Fuch migh: giv:: i }?;ysc asa thirteenth wielding the sceptre,
Also of precious gold i:u:sflflang'cf e R e
Quickly together Lt all of tt:h\a\relght of a talent collected.
Having them safe in his handesp resents be brought, that the stranger
Thou too, Euryalus should ﬁmay-‘oyfully go to his supper.
) st find soft words to appease him,

Ay and a gift, for i
i gt torin truth was the speech that thou madest unseemly.”




«“0 King Alcinous, illustrious prince of the people

Lo, I perform thy behest and wi] make to t

This 1]: the present I offer—a hap ger of bro:;eStwr??hg:thf(;chm-
Silver-embossed, and around it, of NEW-sawn ivory fashioned
Waveth asheath. He will find it methinks n :
These words spoken, he handed the broadsword s
Unto Odysseus, and loudly with swift-winged words he addressed him :
“Hail, Sir stranger ! Ifany at all of the words that I uttered :
Pained thee, I would that the winds m; ght carry it hence in a storm-blagt
Yeaand I wish thee a speedy return to thy wife and thy homeland ’
Grant it the gods ! for indeed too lon g thou hast suffered in exile.”

Him then in answer addressed these words deep-plottin g Odysseus:

¢ Hail thou also, my friend, and the gods all happiness grant thee !
Never, I hope, will it pain thee in future when missing thy han ger,

E’en this blade that thou gav’st while offering words of atonement.”
Speaking he hung to his shoulder the broadsword studded with silver.
Now was a-setting the sun, and arrived had the glorious presents ;

These to the house of the king were borne by magnificent heralds

Then by the hands of the children of Alcinous the unrivalled

Laid at the side of their mother revered was the beautiful treasure,

Following now in the steps of the mighty and reverend monarch

All to the palace returned, and on high-raised seats they reclined them.

Then did the powerful kin g call Arete and address her:

‘“Hither, my queen—brin g hither a chest right goodly—thy best one—

Placing therein for the stranger a well-washed robe and a doublet.

Then on the hearth set boilin g a cauldron for heating of water.

After a bath he shall look at the gifts all lying in order,

All of the presents bestowed by the high Phaeacian nol:!ICS;

So will he joy in the feast and in hearin g the lay of the singer.

Also a thin g of my own will I give—this bcautl'flll goblet :

Solid of gold—that of me it remind him whene er he shall use it

Pouring at home a libation to Zeus and the other immortals.

Thus did he speak, and the queen Arete orc!crcd her maidens

Station a three-legged pot on the fire, as quickly as might be. -

They on the glow of the hearth put a tripod, and water for batblmg

Poured in the kettle and brought fresh faggots and set them a}-1 azing.
icked was the cauldron’s belly by flames, and warmed was the water.

105

Odyssey
Vi
598 - 437



Odyssey Igut of her room for the stranger, and la
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th a magnificent coffer
id fair presents within it,
d gold that the chiefs Phaeacian gave him,

ﬁ‘c;?i?r:g il:::ﬁ:glltfa;cr %rcasurcs a beautiful mantle and doublet,

: or lips and with swift-win ged words she addressed him :
I}iznnd;is?:o?cpt?tge lidpand a cord cast quickly .around it,
Lest on th’c voyage pcrchancc some robber dcspml thee, if hgply”
Slumbering sweetly aboard of the black-hulled vessel thou liest.
Hearing the words that she spake long-suffering godlike Qdysscus
Forthwith fastened the lid and a cord cast quickly a.rounc! it
Cleverly tied with 2 knot he had learnt of the beautiful Circe. :
Scarce was it done when the house-dame entered to fetch him for bathing,
Bidding him come t0 the tub ; and he joyed in his spirit beholding
Warm bath-water—to such an attention all una.ccustomcd
Since he had come from the home of the fair-haired goddess Calypso.
(While he was there he had comfort continual, like an immortal.)

eantime Arete brou ght for

Now when Odysseus was bathed and anointed with oil of the olive,
Round him the maids cast raiment—a beautiful mantle and tunic.

So from the bath he returned, and he came to the chiefs at their wine-cups
Even as Nausicaa in her beauty, the dower of heaven, S Rl
Stood by the post of the door of the massively builded apartment.

There as he passed her she looked at Odysseus with wondering glances ;
Then did she open her lips and with swift-winged words she addressed him :
«Stranger, farewell—and at times, while happy and safe in thy homeland,
Think upon me—since mostly to me thou owest thy safety.”

Her then in answer addressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus:
«Nausicaa, fair daughter of Alcinous great-—heartcd,

So may omnipotent Zeus, loud-thundering husband of Hera,

Grant me the day of return and to come back safe to my country,

Then ¢’en there in my home will I offer thee prayersasa goddess

All of the days of my life—for my life thou gavest me, maiden.”

These words spoken, he sank in a seat by the side of the monarch,
While that the men were serving the portions and mixing the wine-bowls.
']I)'hcn drew nearer the herald conducting the sweet-voiced singer
MQ?OdOCUS, the revered, the belov’d of the people, and brought him
= ; st of tl}lxe feasters, and close to a high roof-pillar he set him.
i en to the herald addressed him aloud deep-plotting Odysseus,

owing aslice he had cut from a chine (still more was remaining),

Flesh ite- ' i
m%s of a white-tusked boar, with the rich fat hanging around it :




«Take, O herald, and offer this meat asa m :

Demodocus. 1 will give him a grecting in spite ;!f];!;;g:-ﬁ . Odyacy
Yea, for amongst all mortals that dwell on the earth is the sin ::r 47?’!1,
Granted a guerdon of honour and reverence, since that he le 31:gﬂcth -515
All of his song from the Muse ; for she loveth th
Thus did he speak to the herald, who bore the re
Demodocus. In his hands he received it rejoicin

e race of the poets.”
past to the hero
g 1n spirit.

Now did they stretch forth hands to the food that was lvi

Till, when at last they had lost all longing for meat andl)t!ll'zgv?;f:-r:uthcm’
Calling to Demodocus thus spake deep-plotting Odysseus : P

« Demodocus, far more than thy fellow-mortals I praise thee ;
Surely the heavenly Muse was thy teacher, or even Apollo, ’
Such is thy skill to relate all duly the fates of the Grecians,
All of the feats they performed and all of the travail they suffered,

Even as one who was present himself or had learnt from another.
Come, pray, changing thy strain now sing of the horse that was builded,
Fashioned of wood and devised by Epéus with help of Athene—

How to the citadel’s height it was brought by the godlike Odysseus
Craftily, filled with the fighters who plundered the town of the Trojans.
Shouldst thou relate it aright and tell all duly the story,

Then shall I never be weary proclaiming to every mortal

How by the favour of heaven divine is the skill of thy singing.”

Moved by the words, and impelled by the god to exhibit his singing,
Thence he began how some on the well-benched vessels embarking
Put from the shore, where flame they had hurled in the huts of encampment—
Some of the Greeks—but the others already with noble Odysseus
Sat concealed in the horse in the market-square of the Trojans;
Yea, it was Trojans themselves who aloft to the citadel hauled it.
There did it stand mid a babel of people confusedly talking,
Sitting around ; and in three was the vote of the c_m.mcd divided,
Either to smite and to shatter the bulk with thg pltllcss_broad-'axc,
Or to a height to uphaul it and over the precipice hurl it,
Or to permit it to stand as a gift to the gods and atonement.
'Sl‘hus too ended the matter at last, as to cn;ld it was fat;:::i; sl

eeing that doomed was the city to perish as soon as :
Closcﬁ on the horse, that monst{-r ofP wood, where lurked of the Argives
All of the bravest, to bring on the Trojans bloodshed and ruin.
Then did he sing of the sack of the town by the sons of Achaea,

How from the horse outpouring and leaving the lair of the ambush e



Odyssey Hither and thither they «cattered, the steep-built city to ravage;
to the house of the hero

vi1l - Sang of Odysseus o0, how unto the ho
518555 Pejphobus like Ares he went with divine Menelaus.

Here did Odysseus (so sang he) adventure a terrible conflict,
Ayand prcvailcd in the end by the grace of Athena the dauntless.

Such was the story he sang, this singer renowned ; and Odysseus
Melted in tears and the great drops fell on his cheeks from his eyelids.
E’en as a woman with wailings her well-loved husband embraceth
Fallen in front of the city, in front of the host of the fighters,

Warding the pitiless day from his native town and his children ;

E’en as beholding him lying before her gasping and dying

Piercingly shrieking she claspeth his body—but foemen behind her
Smiting her oft with the shafts of their spears on the back and the shoulders
Drive her away asaslave and to slavery’s toils and afflictions,
Where with her withering cheeks she in pitiful misery pineth—

So did the pitiful tears fall fast from the eyes of Odysseus.
Thus then weeping he sat and unnoted of all of the others,

All save Alcinous, who alone was aware and observed it,

Sitting anigh to hisside ; and hearing him heavily groaning

Quickly he turned to the lovers of oars, Phaeacia’s princes :

< Hca!'ken, I pray, to my words, Phaeacian leaders and chieftains!
Time is for Demodocus from his clear-toned lute to refrain him
Seeing that not to us all seems pleasing the song that he singeth ’

Since our supper began and the godlike singer aroused him :

Never as yet hath the stranger with pitiful grieving and groanin
Ceased to lament. Sore sorrow, I ween, investeth his s irgit -

1\3;;; him refrain from hissong. Let us :;ll make merry E’}gct.her,
Yca,e;:]iesre?c%ulfzz gsis\l:gstufor }i:.f:rtainly thus it is better.

Escort safe to his home an?:}i;e 1}::1 t?]sa%l:?t i ;:\fc g.rantf:d i
%}!er li:’ndced isa guestand a supgliant held ai;Eagrt:)tl:::' i

enbyt Y

Thercfzor};z ;‘!::;:at tnllit only a few with his sympathy reacheth.

What I shall aSkI:hcc t, str;\ngcr, to hide w1.th a crafty invention

S el ;Jhtc 1 ‘,} more seemly it were to relate it.

Ay and with others wh gu carest at home with thy mother and father,
bl ob wellin thy town and the neighbouring country.
e A Ode fqund that is utterly nameless,

good he is come to the land of the living ;

T:ﬁrtyoc;::liﬁg }:Lscbxrth hath a name bestowed by his parents.
i name of thy land and thy people and city,




Then will the vessels, prepared in thei
Since Phaeacian ships need never a pil
Neither a rudder at all, as is wont wit
Straightway known to the ship is he
Known to her too are the cities and
All of them—thus right swiftly the
Shrouded from sightin a cloud and 2 darkness, and never upon them
Resteth a dread to be harmed b[\; the storm or to perish in shi pwreck.
Once howbeit it happed that I heard what my father related,
Nausithous, who was wont to assert that Poseidon was angered,
Jealous because we afforded infallible escort to all men.
Some day’ (so did he speak) ‘as a fine Phaeacian vessel
Over the mist-bound deep from a convoy returns shall the_ sea—goc} :
Smite her to pieces and whelm with the mass of a mountain the city.
Such was the rede of my sire ; and the god peradvcn;ure _vsfxll do so,
Or he will never perform it, as seemeth the best to his spirit. :
Come now, tell me a thing that I ask thee, and clearly explain 1:1 anp
Where did thy wanderings lead thee ? ‘to what strange races and regions ?
Tell us to what far peoples and fair.-bullt cities thou camest,
Whether to savages wanton aqdh\w;:ld andhdc::tsprr(::rsc (ifl:;;cuisltli(r::!z) o
Or to the lovers of strangers with hearts that revere Lol

dost thou weep and lament in thy spirit withi !
%Zatrci)z,g\g}fl'{"rojans and Grc%ks and }i}:ic fate 5)2 ti];e;hs;r; :1:):1 ii Mol

i f the gods ; such doom di »an

'Il;glrf “;a: :ll:: r‘:i:;lft(})lat it gye shall remain asasong for the smagr::.
Peri.ﬁlcd perchance some kinsman of thine 'neath It:lan ::-rr?f i
Good-man true of a daughter, or father or brother by n':i i 1%: =
Such as a man holds, next to his blood, as the nea;cst ar:hzlt ot ther,
Was’t peradventure a friend well skilled ml ;:sct lt; alnnf?n i
Comrade trusty and brave ? Smpc nowmed i e
Proveth the man who as friend is endowed wi

r minds, know where to convey thee,
ot to steer them,

h the vessels of others.

r master’s thought and intention -
fertile lands of the nations,

y traverse the gulf of the ocean
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IM then in answer addresse
“0O King Alcinous, illustri

'Srrul!,y a t;:_mg right plea.sant it seemeth to list to 2 minstre]
Nuc ?s this singer of thine, for in voice he is like an immortal
ay, for myself, I avow there is nought more perfect and gracious

Than when the heart of a people o’erfloweth with mirth :
While at the feast in the palace they list to the voic?:al;'a saigg:: ith gladness,

Sitting the one by the other before full banquetin g-tables

Laden with bread and with flesh; and drawin g the wine from the wine-bowl
Beareth the steward around to the guests and filleth the goblets :
This to my mind is the thing on the earth which seemeth the fa-irest
But—for thy spirit inclineth to learn of my grievous afHlictions— :
All will I tell, though more I shall suffer and grieve in the telling.
What then first shall I tell thee of all, what lastly relate thee,

Since full many a woe have sent me the gods of Olympus?

Well then, firstly my name will I utter, in order that ye too

Learn it, and, should I escape from the pitiless day of destruction,
Still your friend I shall ever remain, though far is my homeland.

I am Odysseus, the son of Laertes, to every mortal

Known for my manifold craft ; and the fame of it reacheth to heaven.
Ithaca, isle far-seen, is my home ; therein is a mountain

Neriton, waving with woods, conspicuous ; islands around it

Lie full many and closely adjacent the one to the other,

Samos and Dulichium and the woodland heights of Zacynthus.
Lowly doth Ithaca lie and is highest out in the ocean,

Far in the western gloom—but the rest t’ward dawn and the sunrise ;
Rough—but for youths ’tis an excellent nurse ; nor trulz, meseemeth,
Sweeter is aught on the earth for a man to behold than his homeland.
Verily fain had retained me the beautiful goddess Calypso

There in her hollow caves in her longing to make me her husband ;
Yea and in selfsame wise in her palace did Circe withhold me,
Crafty enchantress of Aea, in longing to make me her husband ;

Yet did they never persuade me nor soften the heart in my bosom ;
So is it true that on earth there's sweeter than country and parents
Nought to be found—nay, €’en if afarina right fat homestead
Distant from parents aloof one lives in a country of strangers.

Come now—all of the tale of that doleful return I will tell thee,

All that I suffered of Zeus when I sailed from the land of the Trojans.

d these words deep-plottin Od .
ous prince of the pI;;I;JIC, s
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e Troad we rcacl;cl:l a ?i&:ogian cit)lr,
x e townan arried the people.
;x  Ismarus. I-l::rt:fdollti1 Itgleugf;l;}:}; women and plc.ntiful substI:mce,
s0-7¢ Carrying t!:fl:l ft hat none might Jack fair share in the booty.
All we del cd::r my men with a foot right nimble retreating
Then did gfe - but, alas, in their infinite folly they would not ;
Quickly to ‘irir,ac o “bundance they set them a-drinking and slaughtered
Nay, Str"l‘]‘g on the shore and shambling crook-horned cattle.
Many & S15°F the Ciconians called to their fellows,

i ting awa (
11:14 ccia l;:ll)?:rgzsf:hgirs ar?rd withal far greater in number and braver,
Mai%ﬂand dwellers, and okilful as fighters from horses or war-cars

Battle to wage with a foe, or on foot, should danger demand it.
These came thronging as thickly as leaves and flowers in spring-time,
Early at dawn, and a doom right evil from heaven was sent us,
Hapless men that we were; and a great disaster we suffered.

Setting ourselves in array by the swift-winged ships we contended,
Hurling the one at the other with spears keep—bladcd and bronzen.
Now while new was the day and the sacred light was increasing
Steadily standing we warded them off, though greater in number,
Till, when the sun passed o'er to the time of the loosing of oxen,

Then the Ciconians driving them back o’ermastered the Grecians.
Six of the well-greaved fighters belon ging to every vessel

Perished, and all of the rest took flight and escaped from destruction.
Onward thence did we sail, our hearts sore laden with sorrow,

Gladly escaping from death, yet mourning for much-loved comrades ;
Neither in sooth did I lead with the twy-beaked ships to the open
Ere three times we had called on the souls of the pitiful comrades
Fallen in fight on the field, by Ciconian foes overmastered.

Odyssey Wafted by winds from th

Now on the vessels was sent by the Father who gathers the tempests
Boreas, rushing with terrible blasts ; and covered with cloud-rack
Earth was at once and the sea ; and down from the sky fell mid night.
Headlong a squall swept onward the ships. Of a sudden the sails split,
"i‘u}?dc?d in three and in four by the furious mi ght of the storm-blast.
a esFl orthwith did we lower and stow, foreboding destruction.
stu Y th’:l“ with the oars our vessels we urged to the mainland.
e o dayeand tio nights e remiied unceiing S H g
Tl wh%: % than hf:xhaustlon consuming the spirit within us,
e u?t er day rose from the lap of the fair-tressed Morning,
phiited the masts and with white sails spread to the breezes

Sat, as the ve n
ssel w :
fist as kept to her course by the wind and the steersman.




Verily now I had come unscathed tothela
Had not the stream of the sea and the roll
Carried me, under the stress of the Boreas

nd of my fathers,
as I rounded Malea Ody{*ey

»south of Cythera, i

79-11¢
Hence nine days was I borne by the ruinoys bl ’
Over the teeming deep. On th}:: tenth we arri::ds :tf ttl}:: :;:f “;'Wé"ds
Land of the Lotus-eaters, whose food is the fruit of a ﬂowe:rm o
Here on the shore discmbarking we drew from a fountain o.fwatcr
Hastily then did my mates make midday meal by the vessels A
Now when of meat and of drink we had all of us fully partak-en
Then of my men did I send forth certain to go and assure them
What was this people, of all bread-nourished races of mortals,
Two of my men did I choose, and a third as a herald I added.
These then, swiftly departing, discovered the Eaters of Lotus;
Nor did the Lotus-eaters devise for my comrades destruction ;
Nothing they did save only they gave them to eat of the lotus,
Now whoever did eat of the fruit honey-sweet of the lotus
Felt no longer the wish to return nor tidings to carry,
Caring for nought but to stay with the Lotus-eaters for ever,
Feeding on lotus, forgetting his home and the land of his fathers.
These, though bitterly weeping, I brought to the ships by compulsion,
Bound them, and under the thwarts in the hollow vessel I thrust them.
Urgently then did I call on the rest of my trusty companions,
Hasting as much as they might, on the swift-winged ships to embark them,
Lest still more might eat of the fruit and forget their homeland.
All then quickly embarked and taking their seats on the benches
Smote with the well-ranged oars on the grey-green brine of the ocean.

Onward voyaging hence, our hearts o’erwhelmed with affliction,
Unto the land of the Cyclops, a race overbearing and lawless,

Soon we arrived. Here, trusting the favour of powers immortal,
None with his hands ¢’er planteth a plant or tills with the ploughshare,
Yet untilled and un planted, behold, all groweth in plenty,

Wheat and barley and vine ; and the vine’s luxuriant clusters
Bear rich juice of the grape that the rain of the heaven doth nourish.
Neither assemblies for counsel they have nor laws and traditions;
Dwelling apart on the crests of the highest mountains the Cyclops
Hollow caverns inhabit, and each gives law to his household,
Children and wives ; nor care they at all each one for the other.

Nigh to the land of the Cyclops a rich-soiled island is lying

113
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distant—
; bour—not near nor yet very
Stretching 10 front tOF ::; ;;:tls with a numberless progeny breed there,
Covered with ‘f;?ircljy “he tread of a human foot unaffrighted.
'Wanr;lf:‘rlﬂgw""r:3 4 the island by hunters “{]h(:') l}]lunt f1_rt1 l:hc: grec?v.vood,
Neyer is cf : harry the heights of the mountains ;
: 1 as they barry _
Suﬁ'e.npghmlzﬂa); : :;ie;isow f{lr Aocks or as tilth for a corn-land ;
Nor isit he d unplanted it lieth, for ever and alway
Alluntilled 20 .Pbut to bleating goats it affordeth a’pasture.
Widov{cd of :];E(;se red bow plou gheth the sea for the Cyclo PS,
e l[i: f?onund in the land are builders to toil and to fashx'on
Xargo he sea and all to accomplish,
Well-decked vessels, to traverse the - h
Visiting cities of mortals (as oft‘nmes truly it ach.ns-
Men cross over the ocean in ships each othertovisit);
Else maybe they had Jaboured the soil and had_scttlcd the island,
Since not barren it seems, and all 'twould bear in the seaf;on.
Meads are there close-skirting the grey-green brine of the ocean,
Flooded with water and soft ; and the vme_would flourish unrotting;
Smooth and stoneless the tillage, and deep 1s the crop that the reaper
Ever in season can reap, for below rlght rich is the bo:ctom.
Here is a haven secure where never 1s needful 2 mooring,
Neither the anchor to cast, nor e’en stern-cables to fasten ; _
Beaching the ship one waiteth awhile, till the heart of the sailor
Stirreth within him to go, and a favouring breeze 1s arising.
Now at the head of the harbour a freshet of glittering water
Floweth from under a cavern, with poplars growing arlound it.
Here did we first reach land, and a deity guided us surely
orough the thick dark night, where all was invisible roun A
Thorough the thick dark night, where all i bl d us
Such was the deepness of mist that enveloped the ships, and above us
Shone from the heav’n no light of the moon, for in clouds she was hidden.
Thus did it happen that none of the watch was aware of the 1sl:_1nd 5
Nor that the league-long waves went thundering on to the mainland
Saw we until on the isle our well-decked ships we had stranded.
Then, when at last we had beached them and every canvas was lowered,
Ou.t of the vessels we stepped on the surf-beat strand of the ocean,
Laid us to sleep, and awaited the sacred light of the morning.

Now when the mornj
Saw we with wond
Then did the Oreq

ng was newly arisen, the roseate-fingered,
;Sr the island, and questing around it we wandered.
Startle th g Zeus who beareth the aegis,

i € goats of the crags, to provide a repast for my comrades.
?:I;Ckly onwell-bent bows and long-shanked javelins seizing

T

e




Hurried we forth of the ships, and in th C

Shot ; and at once vouchsafgd usa god r{;i?;{;‘?i?l}aﬂggoiangmg Odyssey
Now was the number of vessels that followed me twelve afl.d to each zs;x 9%
Fell nine goats as a portion, and ten for myself they selected £k B
So for the whole of the day till the sun sank down in the oce,:a

Sitting we feasted on flesh in abundance and quaffed of the winnc C

Since not yet was the %ood red wine consumed in the vessels s

Some was remaining, for many a jar each crew o o

Filled for themselves when wg pljundcrcd the sacizzlyé?ggr[l?:rtzc;t

Then did we turn our gaze to the neighbouring land of the Cyclo s

Noting the smoke and the bleating of sheep and of goats in the digtz;nce

Till, when the sun went down and come was the gloom of the twilight ’

Weary we laid us to sleep on the surf-beat strand of the ocean. 3

Now when the morning was newly arisen, the roseate-fingered,

Calling together a council of all, these words I addressed them :

< Here all others I wish to remain, O trusty companions,

Waiting awhile till alone with my ship and the crew of my shipmates

Trial I make what manner of mortals inhabit the country,

Whether a folk that is wanton and wild, despisers of justice,

Or with a love for the stranger and hearts that revere the immortals.’

Thus did I speak, and I mounted aboard, and I bade my companions
Likewise mounting the vessel to loose from the mooring the cable.
These then quickly embarked and taking their seats on the benches
Smote with the well-ranged oars on the grey-green brine of the ocean.
Now when at last we arrived at the land—for it lieth not distant—
There on the margin we noted a cavern anigh to the water

Lofty and shaded with laurel, wherein were wont to repose them
Flocks right many of sheep and of goats, and around it a courtyard,
Lofty and builded of boulders enormous and deeply embedded,
Woven with tall-stemmed pines and with trunks of the hlgh-branched oak-trees.
Here was the nightly resort of 2 human monster, who alway

Lonely abode and pastured his flocks, nor was ever with others

Wont to frequent, but apart aye brooded on impious horrors.

Yea and a monstrous marvel was he—not fashioned in seeming

Like to a mortal that liveth on bread but the peak. of a mountain
Covered with forests and standing alone, 0'ertopping the others.

Now straightway I commanded the rest of my trusty compar(liions
There to remain by the ship and keeping them close to defend her,

Then of the crew of my vessel selecting a dozen, the bravest, s



T oatskin bottle we carried.
3 . and sweet dark wineina g
Odyssey Stl::{-tedgszﬂwinc once given by Maro, son of Euanthcs,d :

ix  Thisw ¢ Apollo, the god who the city of Ismarus guardeth.
196-£34 Priest of Ap > e him and his wife and his child we protected,

gs §1ggh::v igti}\lffl-‘_ ;vcrcﬂ ce, since in a dense dark grove was his dwelling
Pa 1

llo ; and gifts right splendid he gave me :
H‘;IY :osfc)f;f?;sg‘:\};: me of golgd well wrought in the furnace ;
'(I}‘z ‘f:cn nic 2 mixing-bowl all solic! of si!vcr, and lastly e
Wine did he give us, decanting it off in a dozen of wine-jars,
Sweet, unmingled, a potion divine ; nor knew of it any,
None of the thralls in his house, nor even a woman attendant—
None but himself and his consort dear and t.he damf: of his household,
Now when it happed that they dr'ank of this red wine sweet as the honc)r,
Filling a cup, therewith did he mix full measures of water
Twenty, and out of the bowl came floating an.odour of sweetness
Marvellous. Verily then to refuse it was nowise a pleasurfe.
This was the wine that I bare in a great skin bottle, and viands
Stored in a pouch ; for at once in my valiant heart I had boded
Here to encounter a man with a power gigantic invested,
Savage and knowing aright no customs of law and of justice.

Speedily then we arrived at the cave, but within it was no one ;

Gone was the monster to shepherd and batten his flocks on the pasture.

Entering therefore with wondering gaze all things we examined.

Baskets laden with cheeses we found, and penned in the sheepfolds

Lambs were thronging and kids ; each flock was distinct from the others;

Firstlings folded apart, and apart were lambs of the summer,

Lambkins apart ; and with whey o’erflowin g was every vessel,

Buckets and bowls well fashioned of wood, that he used for the milking.

Thcp did my comrades entreat me, exhortin g and bidding me firstly

Takm'g a spoil of the cheeses to go—then later returnin g,

Speedily loosing the kids and the lambkins from out of the sheepfolds,

Unto the vessc} to drive them and launch forth over the ocean.

%‘izg;;nilﬁcdmg Theard (far better had been had I heeded),

& but%x ; € man to behold and to claim me a gift as a guest-friend.
gave to my men when he came no lovin g reception !

?EE cc}ili }:vc I}iindle afire and offerin gs make and unbidden
Waiting-fg(i:u eescls *‘T“d eat; and we sat usadown in the cavern
R 0! heappeared with his flock, and a burden enormous

o Wwell-seasoned, to serve him for makin g his supper.
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This at the mouth of the cavern he cast with
While in a panic we rushed to the inner

Then of his fat-fed flock to the spaciouszfgtttznfdg ittl:fncavcrn.

Such as he milked (but the others he left outside of the dgoorwa

Males of the sheep and the goats, in the high-walled court of (b c

Lifting a monstrous rock in the doorway he set it as door-stone i
Ponderous, such that of wagons not two and twenty together ’

Goodly and strong, four-wheeled, could heave it away from the threshold :
Such a precipitous mountain of rock did he set in the doorwa :
Then by the bleating goats and the ewes down-sitting, he milyk.cd them

All of them duly in turn, and he put to the mothers the lamblines,
Then straightway of the white warm milk one half did he curdle .
Gathered it all to a mass, and in baskets of wicker he stored it :

Half of it set he in vessels to stand, for it aye to be handy :

Either to take and to drink or to serve him for making his supper.

Now when awhile he had busied himself and had finished his labours,
Then did he kindle the fire—and straight he espied and addressed us:
¢Ha! Who are ye, good friends? Whence sail ye the paths of the waters?
Come ye to chaffer for gain, or recklessly roaming at random,

Like to the robbers and rovers who wander and rob on the ocean,

Setting their lives on the hazard in bringing disaster on others?’

a crash and a clatter,

" Thus did he speak, and at once our hearts were broken within us,

Smitten with fear at the deep dread voice and the form of the monster.
Yet ¢’en then did I find me a word to address him in answer :

¢ Men of Achaea, who wandering come from the land of the Trojans,
Driven by many a storm on the boundless gulf of the ocean.

Steering for home we had sailed, but by ways far other and courses
Hither arrived ; and Zeus, I believe, thus willed to devise it.

Men of the host we avow us of King Agamemnon Atrides,

Whose fame verily now is the greatest under the heaven,

Such was the city he sacked ; and he smote full many a people.

Lo, now! brought to thy knees by misfortune we humbly entreat thee,
Whether a guest-friend’s gift thou’rt willing_ to give, or another
Present to grant us—as aye to expect is the right of a stranger.

Fear, brave Sir, the immortals! Assuppliants, lo, we entreat thee.
Ay, it is Zeus that the guest and the suppliant ever avcngCFh_ wat

He is the god of the stranger and nigh to the one that he pities.”
Thus did I speak, but with pitiless heart he addressed me 1n ansSWer :

¢ Either a fool, O stranger, thou seem’st or art COme froma dnst;nce,
Seeing thou biddest me fear the immortals and shun to offend them.

Little the Cyclops careth for Zeus who bc!arcth the aegis,
H

117

Odyssey
IX
‘2353715



i tals—for we are greatly the stronger ;
aribeblese of Zeus would ever I spare thee,

Odyssey Or fe
Ix : y the anger ] :
9761-\.31 y ¥;::th: :}I:; zt;:)cf;, wcrc%lot in my bosom my spirit to bid me.
2 Say now whereat thy coming thy well-built vessel was lying |
Lizs it on some far foreland, or near ? Come, speak, and inform me !’
Thus did he tempt me t0 speak, but I knew too much to be cheated ;
Answering therefore in turn with a story of gmlc I addressed him :

it was broke by the King Earth-shaking Poseidon,

«Touching m ship—
Sh:::ﬁr;d‘%o p);cccs on rocks in the uttermost bounds of thy country,
Cast on a cape by the wind from the open expanse of the ocean.

Then I escaped, with the men thou beholdest, from utter destruction.’

Thus did I speak, but with pitiless heart, and answering nothing,
Suddenly making a spring, out-darting his hands on my comrades,
Two in his clutches he seized and as whelps on the floor of the cavern
Dashed—and the brains flowed forth on the floor and the earth was bespattered
Cutting them member from member he straight made ready his supper ; $
Then as a mountain lion he ate, not leaving a morsel, ,
All the intestines, all of the flesh and the bones with the marrow.
Meantime weeping to Zeus we upraised our hands in entreaty
Seeing the terrible deed ; and helpless terror possessed us. ,
Now when at last he had glutted his monstrous maw to repletion
geasnﬁg on }_mrnan f]csh and the raw milk drinking thereafter, ’
'[E]l::':dllggl l:;;l;{ (f)'ut in the midst of the ﬂocks l}c. rec!im?d in the cavern.
or advice from the valiant spirit with
Whether to steal me anigh, and, my sha : dd a5
guo his body to smite, whérc n;idr)ifﬁ' togzlig?lrtherﬁ?en i es i
roping to fin i
Her}; ingthe Cag:l;ctilgos;;?;;t But 1 ht}_mught once more and restrained me:
Seeing we ne’er had the stren I:}c)rfl's s dﬁ.StI'llCtlon,
e gth from the spacious vault of the doorway
e i e ¢ enormous stone he had set there.
n we awaited the sacred morning.

Now when the mornj
The 111 kindlemmg was newly arisen, the roseate-fingered,

All of them duly i anew and his fine flocks draw to the milki
¢ e milking,
Then, when aw)](-lliile urn, and he put to the mothers the lamblinggs.
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Then with a whoop and a whistle he hurried h

¢ S is fl :
Leaving me there devising him ills in the de tllls o?ﬂl(;%:)}slgg ountain, Odyssey
Hoping to gain me revenge and renown by tﬁe help of Athene. %

815 - 358
This now seemed to my mind to be couns

Lying anigh to the fold was a monstroys
Yet unseasoned, of olive, the which he h
After ’twas dry ; and we deemed it as hy
E’en of a great black vessel of twice ten
Yea, of a broad-beamed trader that crosses the gulf of the ocean ;
Such was the length of the club to behold, and such was the thic;kncss
Creeping anigh it I severed so much as the reach of 2 fathom, :
Handed it o’er to my mates and ordered them taper and plane it.
These then tapered it even, and standing before it I shaved it

Sharp to a point, then charring it quick in the glow of the embers
Stowed it for safety away in the sheep-dung carefully hidden,

Masses of which were lying around in the depths of the cavern,
Then I commanded my comrades to settle by lot and determine
Who with myself should venture the spar to uplift and to twirl it
Round in the Cyclops’ eye while slumber sweet was upon him.
Chosen by lot were just those men I had willingly chosen,

Four of my fellows, and I as the fifth to the number was added.

el the best and the wisest.
club of the Cyclops,

ad hewn him'to carry

ge as the mast of a vessel,
rowers the mainmast,

Now in the even, arrived with his fair-fleeced flocks from the pasture,
Into the spacious cavern the fat-fed beasts he admitted,

All of them ; none did he leave outside in the high-walled courtyard,
Boding of ill—or perchance some deity bade him to do so.

Next he uplifted the boulder enormous and set it as door-stone.

Then by the bleating goats and the ewes down-sitting he milked them,
All of them duly in turn, and he put to the mothers the lamblings.
So, when awhile he had busied himself and had finished his labours,
Seizing again two men in his clutch he prepared them for supper.
Forthwith venturin g nigh to the Cyclops thus I addre.ssed him,
Holding between both hands dark wine ina mazer of ivy :

‘Cyclops, drink of the wine—since done is thy cam}lbal banquet.
Take it and see what manner of drink I had stowed in my vessel,

Lo, as an offering this was I bringing thee, hoping for pity,

Hoping for homeward return ; but thy rage exceedeth endurance.
Pitiless being I—and how might ever another approacl’l thee,

Any of all mankind ?—for thy deeds are verily lawless.

Thus did I speak, and he took it and drank, and a wonderful pleasure o



ous draught ; and he asked for another :
thou wilt ! and tell me thy name right quickly,
ar'l Thou'lt get thee a stran ger’s gift to delight thee.

*h eiver of grain, for the Cyclops
i rICha'%ltvhc raig of the heaven doth nourish ;

ht of ambrosial nectar !’

Odyssey Felt he in draining the lusct

/x  “Give meagain,
$54-598 Now stralghthfllyt
Here too beareth X

Juice of the clustering grapes't

ine like this is a draug : .
%ﬁul?::ltiz Kézgcak, and again of the fiery liquor I gave him ;

AT ing i ive it, and thrice in his folly he drained it.
Thrice g:;i] IIlzl:;gt' }‘];:I:ﬁ fw;ne was invading the wits of the Cyclops,
‘(’;’ clops—lo, thou demandest my name. Well, listen ! for plainly
Now will L tellit, So give me thy promise, the gift of a stranger !
Nobody—that is my name, and nothing but Nobody call me ;
Mother and father and all of the rest of my fellows and comrades.
Thus did I speak, but with pitiless heart he addressed me in answer :
<Nobody then I shall eat when I've eaten his fellows and comrades—
All of the others before him ; and that is my gift to the stranger.’

Speaking, he downward sank and fell on his back, and he lay there
Bending his monstrous neck to the side, o’ermastered by slumber,
Slumber that mastereth all ; and out of his gullet there issued
Wine and the gobbets of human flesh ; and he retched as a drunkard.
Then did I thrust me the stake in the midst of the embers to make it
Fiery hot, and with comforting words I addressed my companions,
Giving them courage lest any in fear might fail and desert me.
So, wben at last that stake sharp-pointed of olive was almost
Bursting to flame, though green was the wood, and was terribly glowing,
Then did I fetch it anigh from the fire, and around it my comrades
Pc{stf:d themselves, and courage immense some deity gave us.
Seizing the stake all glowing and sharp at the point, with a stron g thrust
Into the eye full deeply they drove it ; and I at the top end
gwmed. 1t round, as a man that is boring the beam of a vessel
HOI' f-‘;.wlth an auger, and others below with the leather revolve it;
T}?uslingl?y both ends fast, as the auger is ceaselessly spinning.

n his eye did we bore, and the stake sharp-pointed and glowing

Twisted about, red-hot . X :
Then did the brfzath o:ft t’hinﬂi the blood ran spluttering round it.
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So did his eyeball hiss at the fiery stake a5 i entered.

Then with aloud and a terrible yelling the cavern re. Odyssey
WHLC M pige weteds and seizing the stake ;?dr:hzcg;z?c; s ' g9 : xpr

Drawing it out of his eye with the blood a]] smeared and beda%l;]cd Ty
Hurl it amain and afar with his hands, as if mad Tead Sl >

Then with his monstrous voice did he cal] to his fe

Dwelling in caverns around on the wind-swept hcig}?gsc;ft ?}fﬁiﬁi
These then, hearing the cry, came flockin 8 from this and from that sig S
Gathering nigh to the cavern and asking what was the trouble - s

¢ What is it troubles thee, O Polyphemus, that thus thoy art cailin
Through the ambrosial silence of night, and making us sleepless ? i

No one surely of mortals is trying of flocks to despoil thee ?

No one surely by force or by cunning is trying to kill thee ?’

Forthwith out of the cavern addressed them the huge Polyphemus::
‘Friends, it is Nobody trying by craft, not force, to destroy me.’

Then did they answer and speak, and swift-win ged words they addressed him :
‘Seeing that nobody trieth to harm thee, nor comes to disturh thee,
Sickness none ¢an avoid—that cometh from Zeus the Almighty.

Nay now, offer a prayer to thy sire, Earth-shakin g Poseidon !’

Spake it, and went ; and the heart in my bosom was shaken with lau ghter,
So had the Nobody name of my faultless cunning deceived them.

Groaning and travailing sore in his agony then did the Cyclops
Grope with his hands all round and liftin g the stone from the portal
Seat him adown by the door with his hands outspread in the doorway,
Any to catch who was issuing forth with the sheep from the cavern ;
Such was the witless fool that, I ween, he expected to find me.

Then I revolved in my mind what best to devise, and bethought me
Whether a way of escaping from death for myself and my comrades
Were to be found ; and I wove all manner of schemes and devices,
E’en as a man for his life ; for a terrible danger was nigh us.

This now unto my mind of devices appeared to be wisest :

Rams with the sheep there were, well nurtured, heavily coated,
Beautiful beasts and great, and with fleeces violet-coloured.

Quietly these did I fasten with withes that I twisted together
(Bﬁddiﬂg whereon he had slept, that impious monster, the CY‘:‘IOPS),
Taking them three and three—for a man to be borne by the midmost,
Each of the others on each of the sides protecting my comrades.

Thus three sheep bare each of my mates—and then for my own self

€re was a ram that of all of the flock was the greatest and finest ; 54



d under the thick-fleeced stomach

d lay, and my hands in the shags of the wonderful she

d thus with a heart courageous I hung there €p-wool |
s we awaited the sacred morning. : .

Odyssey Him did I seize by the back an

;x Curledmean
483-47% Tightlyl twisted, an
So then uttering moan

Lk B e

- -'-W - ~ )

Now when the morning was newly arisen, the roseate-fingered
3

Then did the males of the flock haste ea erly forth to th
While unmilked went bleating the motl%crs);round i()n t}::c}:]s;ur?,
Udder_s_a-bur'sting. But he, their lord, in his terrible anguish Gt
T i el e
: nor, fool that : :

How right under the breasts of the shag—ﬂcei:gia:ﬁ;d }El';]notlce |
Last of the flock came slowly the ram and he paced tP h zdhound thenr, !
o red with all of his wool and weighted paced to the donrway
Him too handled and thus accostcd‘flii:gh - \}n)mh me and my cunning.
< What is the reason, my pet, th e OIYPhcmuS :

Last of the flock ? I\’Tot);fer ’bcfc?rlii;;ﬁsll:g g &:l]-:h frl.(: I the eaveiy

Nay but afar in the f ; JEEICGLOES, |
Mightily striding a;grgrgtl?;{igrazc fresh blooms of the meadows ]
Fi lng, idst come to the streams of the ri

rst too ever ’tis thou who at eveningti L8eLVCIS

T ningtide t|0 the homestead

Mourning the eye of thy lord ehat 8t Jast |y ore y GOl pricvERt |
He and his fellows accurséd s tuat I RIIPIOUS MOOE tal hath blinded ;
Nobody . . . Ahbut Ide J rll]’)'.WItS with his wine overcoming— §

Wity hads thonbit fecl?:] e is not yet safe from destructiong'

e bgn iy hg as I and the power of speakin :

Then all Atk W ere shunning my w . & -

over the cavern his brai g my wrath he is skulk
Lo e o is brains were this way and o 1ng,
oot ermonadasTeniaied bim tol ey
ghtened of all of th eath, and ha

Thus then speaking tehvsroe th;t a worthless N ol:;ody bropupgﬁ?y HeRst i
N : , the ram : me.’

L e L W el it 83 oY
Hastily then :}:aml unfastened myself, th e eavernandgonryen,

Oftt: hose sheep high- clt, then l.ooscd my companions.

s o g e s iR

We Wh(? lt-‘?ved ; and welcome we l;:l:r:; till at last to the vessel ’

YetI fOrbagLniEeath had escaped. Foriltlo the rest of my comrades,

Not to lament i)and frowning and noddi;f others they fain had lamented ;
Horroar % but the fair-fleeced g inssilence I bade the :

Y casting aboard laUHc(;ff sheep, right many in numb m
e

orth on the salt sea water. e

Speedil
y then th
Smotc with 3 £ embarkt:d 1
th and tak i
5 ¢ well-ranged oars on t;::eggtrl;;lfgsri?; (l))n.the ?eﬂches
rine of the ocean.
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Now when as far I was come as the voice of 2 sh i

Then to the Cyclops I call‘fd and with words of 3 ::i?i.glzlild(c:licss::d him: i
<Cyclops ! wert not fated, it seems, those mates of a weaklin e -
There in thy hollow‘cavcrn to eat, thou insatiable monster ! e
Nay, much rather ’tis thou wert fated to light on misfortune

Pitiless one, ay truly and shameless, the guestsin thy homestead

E’en todevour! Lo, Zeusand the other immortals aven gedit!’

So I did speak. Thereat, with a heart more maddened to fury.

Breaking a peak clean off from a huge hi gh mountain, he hlt—x):-icd it

Down on the water it fell to the front of the blue—prov:rcd vessel :

Just to the fore, and it missed by alittle the end of the rudder, ;

High upheaved was the sea when the crag descended upon it ;

Backward the vessel was borne, for the swirl of the roller rctu;'ning

Swept to the shore as a surge of the ocean and lifted it landward,

Then on a long punt-pole did I seize, and strongly I thrust her

Off from the shore and exhorted and urgently bade my companions

Lay them with might on the oar and gain them escape from destruction,

Nodding command. Then forward they bent, all hastily rowing.

Soon now over the brine we had traversed double the distance.
Then to the Cyclops anew I had willingly called, but my comrades,
One and the other, with words of entreaty restraining addressed me :
‘Madman ! wherefore arouse this terrible being to fury ?
Even already the bolt that he seaward hurled hath the vessel
Drifted again to the shore, where truly we thought we had perished.
Ay and had any but uttered a word or a sound—had he heard it—
Straight he had shattered the heads of us all and the beams of the vessel,
Hurling a huge jagged block—such monstrous missiles he launches.’
Thus did they speak ; but they pleaded in vain to my valiant spirit,
Since once more with a heart all flaming in wrath I addressed him :
¢ Cyclops, listen ! Ifever it happen thatany of mortals
Wishes to learn of the cause of thine eye’s disfiguring blindness,
Say that Odysseus, sacker of cities, was he that did‘bhnd t,hcc,
Son of Laertes and having his dwelling in Ithaca’s island.
So did I speak—whereat with a groan he addressed me in anfwcr :
‘Ah! Ah! Surely the doom predestined is falling upon me:
Here in the land was a prophet of old both holy and famous,
Telemus Eurymidés, who in augury ever unrivalled
P lying the art of a seer waxed old in the land of the Cy clops.

€ was the man foretold me of yore this fate to befall me,

How at Odysseus’ hands I was doomed to be reft of my eyesight. e



. d goodly I ever fiwait'cd.
Odyssey Ay but aman right tall an ngth s gower S niic el

;x Some day hizlhc:;r}?lﬁ‘:z;’eamm a worthless yvigh't and a weakling,
s13-551 Now hatha E” ht. with the fumes of his wine o crcoming my senses,
Robbedme 0358 1> 1y 1 sceus ! I'll give thee the gifts of a stranger,

‘\AVclln—d—;c}lllllscPl:i:g‘t’; 'y return by the grace of the great Earth-shaker,
ya

: his son, and the god as my father avows him ;
%2(:) ;hsal: ::;Sali I[?:t wish, could heal me—if never another ’
Either of blesséd immortals or earth-born men that be mortal.”
So did he speak. Straightway then answering thus I addressed him :
Would to the gods that of life and of soul "twere mine to bereave thee
No less surely, and send thee below to the mansion of'H ades,
Than it is sure not even Poseidon shall heal thee of blind ness.’
Thus did I speak ; whereat to the King Earth-shaking Poseidon
Praying he stretched both hands to the starry expanse of the heaven :
< Hear me, caerulean-tressed Earth-girdler ! Hear me, Poseidon !
Am I thy son, and dost thou indeed as my father avow thee,
Home let him never return, this sacker of cities, Odysseus,
Son of Laertes and having his dwelling in Ithaca’s island !
Or, ifindeed he is fated his friends to behold and in safety
Win to his well-built home and arrive at the land of his fathers,
Late and in pitiful plight, and with none of his comrades surviving,
Borne on an alien ship let him come, and at home find sorrows !’
Sodid he pray, and was heard by the god of caerulean tresses.

Then once more on a rock far greater he seized, and upraised it—
Swung it around him and hurled—and a measureless mi ght he exerted.
Down on the water it fell to the rear of the blue-prowed vessel,

Just to the stern, and it missed by alittle the end of the rudder.

High upheaved was the sea when the crag descended upon it;

Forward the vessel was borne by the billow and swept to the island.

N - ! .
Wc::ﬁ-gtiineztslﬁ?t wearrived at the isle, where waitin g the other

: PS were ranged all closely to ether, and round them

iia;tlﬁgzr;t;ng the men, scarce more cxpc)::tingg to see us—
Out of her Zﬁt?s We came and the ship on the sands we had driven,

£ from he husns“"PP“d on the surf-beat strand of the ocean.
All we divideq 31 oW vessel unlading the flock of the Cyclops,
AT atnone might lack fair share in the booty.
Him, a5 2 prige of e e 2y ). Cll-greaved company given.
124 ¢ spoil, did I straight on the shore of the ocean
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Offer to Zeus who dwells in the storm-clouds, Ruler of 3] things,
Burning the ﬂes'h of: the.thlghs—-but in vain ; for he scorned the oblation
Pondering still in his mind how all might utterly perish, :
All of my well-decked vessels and all of my trusty companions.

So for the whole of the day till the sun went down in the ocean

Sitting we feasted on flesh in abundance and quaffed of the wine-cup.
Then, when the sun sank down and come was the gloom of the twilight,
Weary we laid us to sleep on the surf-beat strand of the ocean.

Now when the morning was ncwlty arisen, the roseate-fin gered,

Then straightway I exhorted my fellows and urgently bade them
Quickly embark on the vessels and loose from the moorin gs the cables.
All then quickly embarked and taking their seats on the benches
Smote with the well-ranged oars on the grey-green brine of the ocean.
Onward thence did we sail, our hearts sore laden with sorrow,

Gladly escaping from death, yet mourning for much-loved comrades.

12§
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OW did we come to the isle
Aceolus, Hippotas’ son, by th
This is an island that floats, a

Aeolian, home of the monarch

e gods everlastin g belovéd,

e nd fgt ram{)]art is builded about it

: eer from the iDice
Now to the monarch had been twelve chﬁ?l::l;ltl};grl:lrie: ltl;)l: : ar;;cs.
Six were daughters and six were sons in the bloom of thejr manhood o
Therefore to each of the sons he had given a daughter in marriage,

These in the halls of their father belovéd and excellent mother =

Ever do feast ; for at hand are ever unfailing provisions ;

Filled is the house and the court with the odours and noises of feastin

All of the day, but at night at the side of their honour’d consorts 3
Covered with wrappers they slumber on bedsteads with beautiful
Now when at last we arrived at the city and home of the monarch
One whole month he entreated me well, and of all he inquiréd,
Troy and the Argive fleet and the homeward return of the Grecians.
Then, when the whole of the story in order was duly related,

I too uttered request concerning my journey, and begged him

Speed my return, and he made not refusal, but furnished an escort,
Flaying me also the skin of a nine-year ox for a wallet,

Where fast-bound he imprisoned the ways of the blustering storm-blasts,
Seeing that him as the Keeper of winds hath elected Cronion,

Either to lull them to rest or to raise whichever he listeth.

This in my hollow ship with a cord resplendent of silver

| Firmly he bound, to allow not a breath to escape, not the faintest,

carvings.

Letting alone fare forth with its favouring breezes the Zephyr
Homeward to carry the vessels and us; yet fated he was not
This to accomplish, because our own mad folly destroyed us.

Nine days long did we sail, and the nights noless than the daytime;
Till, on the tenth, in the even, we sighted the fields of the homeland,
Ay and beheld quite near us the folk as they tended the beacons.
Now sweet sleep came creeping upon me, outworn with my labours,
Seeing that ever I managed the sheet and to none of my comrades
Trusted it, hoping the quicker to come to the land of my fathers.
Meanwhile thus did my mates hold converse one with another,
Saying that home I was bringing a treasure of gold and of silver,
Presents by Hi ppotas’ son, the munificent Acolus, given:

So did they secretly talk as they looked each manat his neighbour : 2
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Sllei :« fellow is l;wcr \_withha'll men,

Lo, how dear, ity of whom he arriveth !

Every mortal tI;ch l:gfi,c:rg:l:li ‘f:ro);n Troy, magnificent prizes

Many a trcgsult' . but we, who the selfsame journey have ended,
Out of the i o:tgrh nought having withal save hands that are empty.
Homeward r¢ a oift which lately hath lavished in fl’lCI.ldShlp
histoo iic B46 k let us spy what is here and discover

uic : ’
Sl cﬁorr;z:uor‘:’o? gold and of silver is stowed in the wallet. _
'II"{I?J: gxrd they speak, and the men were won by the counsel of mischief,

: ntied it—and out rushed every storm-wind,
é‘c‘;‘;‘(ftghgg iaﬁlfl:gglllxt of a tempest and carriefi them suddenly seaward
Wailing and weeping, afar from the land.of their fat.hers ; whereat I
Waked from my slumber, and straight with my spirit unerring I communed
Whether to leap from the ship and to secl? for.my dcat:h in the waters
Or to endure it in silence and still to remain with the living.

Well—I endured and remained, and wrapt in my cloak on the vessel
Lay, as the ships swept on, by the terrible blast of the storm-wind
Back to thedsle Aeolian borne, midst groans of my comrades.

Here on the shore disembarking we drew from a fountain of water ;
Hastily then did my mates make midday meal by the vessels.
Now when of meat and of drink we had all of us fully partaken,
Then did I, taking as escort a herald and one of my shipmates,
Go to the glorious palace, and here King Aeolus found I
Feasting, and near him was seated his queen, and beside her the children.
Entering therefore the house, on the threshold anigh to the door-posts
Sat we adown, while all were filled with amazement, and asked me :
‘ Why art thou hither returned? What deity harmed thee, Odysseus?
Surely a speeding we gave thee enow, sufficing to bring thee
Back to thy land and thy home, or whither thy soul desireth.’
:Fhus did they speak ; whereat with a heart ri ght heavy I answered :
VsI}Iarn‘le_d !have evil companions, and pitiless slumber hath harmed me,
S ? (ﬁ" +—Nay now, heal us, my friends, since yours is the power.’
YO 111 speak, and besought them with gentlest words of persuasion ;
; I?It all silent they sat. Then answered the father in an ger:
w.cnce from the Isle forthwith, most infamous mortal that liveth !

icked T holdiit to treat as 2 uest or to speed on his
One whom thys ursueth th gh f e Il
R p I the hate of the deities blesséd.
Spake—-—and gone ! Slnce_hatcd of gods everlasting thou camest.’

away from his palace he ordered me grievously groaning.
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Onward thence as we sailed, our heart

ent was the soul of the men by the grievoy :
%Ph, for that fol!y of ours! for the van%shed h(:;zl::?:;;g fl;?::éi::%d !
Six days long did we voyage, the nights no less than the daytime,
Till, on the seventh, we came to the mountainous stronghold of I:a
Laestrygonian Telepylos, where shepherd to shepherd 5
Calls, as the one comes home with his flock and the other is startin
Here might twofold wages be won by a man that was :
Once as a herd of the kine, once white flocks tending as shepherd
Such in the land is the nearness of night and of day in their conre
Now when at last we had come to the glorious haven— (around it .
Both to the right and the left is a cliff’s preci pitous rampart ;
‘Two bluff headlands as well jut opposite one to the other '
Out to the mouth of the haven and make right narrow the ent )—
Then brought all of the others within it their twy-beaked vessel
‘These inside of the bay of the hollow harbour they fastened
‘One by the other—for never ariseth a billow within it,
‘Great nor little, but round there spreadeth a radiant calmness—
While for myself, I alone did my black ship moor on the outside,
Right at the outermost point, to a rock fast binding the cable ;
Then I upmounted the crags and stationed myself on an outlook.
Nowhere either of oxen or men to be seen was the labour,
Only a smoke I perceived from the inland flickering upward.
So of my men did I send forth certain to go and assure them
What was this people, of all bread-nourished races of mortals ;
‘Two of my comrades I chose, and a third as a herald I added.
‘These then landed and went by a road right level, that wagons

s sore laden with SOrrow,

sleepless,

s.

Used when they brought to the city the wood from the heights of the mountains.

Issuing forth of the city for water approached them a damsel,
Laestrygonian Antiphates’ gigantic daughter,
Hither descending to draw from the source of a beautiful freshet,
Fount Artacia, whence to the city the water is carried. _
Now when anigh she had come they accosted and qucst_loncd her fully
Who was the kin g of the country and what was the nation he governed.
Then straightway did she point to the hi gh-roofed house of her father.
So to the glorious house of the monarch they came and the r_nother
Found there, like to the peak of a hill ; and they sickened with horror. 2
Then forthwith from the place of the council she summoned her husband,
AntiPhateS; and he plotted at once their cruel destruction. -

ne of my men in his clutches he seized and prepared him for dinner,
While that the twain sped swiftly away and escaped to the vessels.
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n alarm, which hearing the mighty

he raised 2
d from this and from that side

Then in the city
Laestrygonians flocking collecte
not like to an army of men but of Giants

Thousands and thousands,
the headlands with boulders as big as a burde
n

These then down from
ul din of a sudden arose in the vessels,

Cast, and a pitif
Crashing of <hattered ships and shrieking of men in their angui
hey speared and bare to their horrible b:ngc;l;i}tl’

Whom like fishes t
Whilst such slaughter was done in the inner recess of the harbou
r’

Drawing the sharp-ed ged sword which hung at i :
Quickly I severed the cable that fastened mygbluzgf::::cgdh fr;m ts scthinrd
Hastily then I exhorted my fellows and urgently bade thega i
Lay them with might on.thc oar and win them escape fro$ di
g‘he.n did they tug uptossing the brine in their fear of dcstructl'sasmr'
Fclj right gladly f{om neath the precipitous cliffs to the open o
. utter;d my shxg ; but tl.le rest, ay every vessel, had perighed
G{w;fr thence did we sail, our hearts sore laden with sorr '

adly escaping from death, yet mourning for much—lovcc(l) ‘:(;mrad

es.

Then to the isle Aeaca w
Circe of beautiful locks, c'i:rz:gl;;:ivd}::cs;cm} ]l:ad !]cr Ao
E‘ru;—bornbsister is she to the baleful wi‘:::.:d X‘:f: s
ach was begotten of E¢li i TS
Born of the s%lfsamc fnlf}:gz: ‘:FOPShl?eth s
Here to the shore of the islar;d l:I:l;se, daughieiob Qs
Into a sheltering bay, to the }:Yc e sy respElinpencs
Then Hecnibark ‘,vc : tW 1(;:h some deity led us. s
Ever in griefand cxhaustiyonwo aysand two nights on the dry land
Till when the third day rose fCOnsumm g the spirit within us )
Taking my keen-edged sw dmm the lap of the fair-tressed morni
Hastily N n or al?d alance, by myself I departed ng,
%?P ing to notice the 155;3: h;':lght commanding m°“§t;dc .
LY ll:sI upmounted the cra sof men or the sound of their voices
Ri lence I had sight of a srf s]: o S:tatxoncd myself on an OUtIOOk.
T;:Ing from Circe’s hall tho ¢ mid the wide expanse of the d’
enlong while did T p. dm‘{gh dense oak-thickets and acrl1 e
Thhcther to go and ex 1;011 er in mind and in spirit withi e
Thus as I pondereg explore thisfiery smoke I had si N
G,rSt to the swift-win e .thls plan seemed surel gh :
vac to the men the; ged ship to return and th hy S i
oW when at Jast :5;?3“’ tbc“ send some fo:tli : % OFthc'ocean’
rawing anigh o the ty n a questing.
y-beaked galley,

€nin my 10n 1.
170 Clness sure some
god who had pi
pity upon me
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Sent me a stag enormous, with antlers lofti]
Right in my path, to the river descendin g t)r,
Thirsting to drink ; for the might of the sy
While from the river he came, in the midst
Smote him thde blaﬁe gf my lance, and it pie
Over he rolled in the dust with a scream, and f] is spir;

Then on the body I planted a foot and the b1':15:-fib"c’:!::rsxcll1 :;seglrl:;t}.‘a&
Dragged from th-c wound, and down on the earth close by I reclined i
Here did I leave it, and gathered a number of withies and saplin sc 2
These to a rope of a fathom in length tight-twisted from bOS’l cr;gd;
Plaiting, I fastened the feet of the monstrous creature together

Slung him across on the nape of my neck, then made for the vessel
Leaning me hard on my spear, on the shoulder unable to bear him
Grasped by the one hand only—for wondrous huge was the creature,
Then to the fore of the vessel I cast him and roused my companions
Standing in turn near each, and with words consolin g addressed them :

¢ Courage, my friends! Not yetshall we go, though sorely afflicted,
Down to the mansion of Death, till the destined day be arisen.

Come ! while yet there is meat and is drink in the swift-winged vessel,
Be not forgetful of food, nor pine thus famished for hun ger.’

Thus did I speak, and harking at once to my words of persuasion,
Straight they unmuffled, and there on the shore of the waste salt water
Marvelling gazed at the stag—so wondrous huge was the creature.
Then, when at last they had sated their eyes with the pleasure of gazing,
Washing their hands they began to prepare them aiglorious banquet.

So for the whole of the day till the sun went down in the ocean

Sitting we feasted on flesh in abundance and quaffed of the wine-cup.
Then, when the sun sank down and come was the gloom of the twilight,
Weary we laid us to sleep on the surf-beat strand of the ocean.

.branchin g,
om glades of the forest,

of his.back by the backb;mc
reed right through to the belly;

Now when the morning was newly arisen, the roseate-fingered,
Calling together a council of all, these words I addressed them :
‘List to my words, though fortune is verily evil, my comrades.
Friends—no longer we know of the region of gloom or of dawning,
Neither the place where setteth the sun which shineth on mortals,
Nay nor where he ariseth . and now let us quickly consider
hether remains aught else to devise. There’s nought I can think of.
AllT beheld when I mounted the crags—for I came toan outlook.
1sis an isle, all round by the infinite ocean eqmrclcd.-
wly and flat is the island.itself ; and a smoke in the middle

Clearly I noticed arisin g in dense oak-thickets and woodlands.’ it
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, ThusdidIspealo”

 Calling the fury 0
987 Calhngthc ury :hcchPt’ and pourcd

d the hearts of my mates were broken within them
e deeds of the Laestrygonian giant, Po.

: ind thos
Calling to ™% " " ind of the insolent cannibal Cyclops.
forth tears in abundance,

fit they gained by their weepin S
ies formed of the whole of my well-greaved EOmgr :ggsw‘auhn g-
Equall numbered, and Jeaders for both of the bands I selected :

d mysclf of the other. :

chus of the one an
bound helm when the lots were hastily shaken
of Eurylochus great-hearted. :

Thus then starting he went with his two and twenty companions
ling ; and us did they leave lamenting behind them

¢ was the pro

glades they discovered the palace of Circe

th-cut, on a site with a beautiful prospect
Roaming around it at will were wolves of the moun tain and Il) ;

These had the goddess bewitched with her potions of evil 1}§)ns.

Nor did the beasts make rush at my comrades, but (veril ;e a2
Fawning upon them they waved long tails and rampi Sk e
Even as dogs that encircle the master who comes fi Sk e
Fawning—for scraps to appease their ravenin o

Thus came ramping around them the stron g1 el
Fawning, and frighted the men as they sa g-lf s WO]VCS SN
Now when at last they had come to tge e hCSC tCl'l'lb-Ic ey

Circ they bard inthe palace. o po::rc:.f of the fair-tressed goddess,
Weaving a great and ambrosial web— o l'll VR ERE Was RN EILE
Goddesses work, so delicate fi : sucl? Sgimedt i ’
First then uttcréd a word IE 1_08, 3 Splendld itag lovely.

e e ;_a ites, leader of heroes,

“Listen, my frends! for \Eitll?'y mates and trustiest also :

Sx.ngmg with voice so sw Inata great loom plieth her shuttle

Either a goddess o eet that it maketh the floor to re-ech ;

Thus did he spcakrawgman' But come and at once let u —cil 1?, 12
?:Pli:lc_dily her forth 20 r:t: r?gci all raised their voices andsc?;led t1:11-6.1'

i et she opened itteri '
All sa\gc Eflr:'lj';gc,hand they all in t{)leir fogl]ii.l%:ll: te;mg PorEs)
TRy us, for he tarried, suspiciou S?' Pl aen e
Mixed them of ?}:0 her palace she set them s htr?ason‘

Mingled with P cese and of meal and of ﬁn chalzsand.on gaUChes,
Added, that 4| famnian wine, and noxi e i e
might ut oy Bl o tr110115 drugs of enchantment
ember their homeland.

oW so
e soon he had drained what she gave him, b
ve him, behold, of a sudden

Soon in the woodland
Builded of stones smoo




Smiting the man with her wand she imprisoned hi i .

Having already the head of a pig and th}l voice a:‘lin:hcgcl):;;?ljsplgﬁy. Odyssey
Ay and theobody, !)ut reason remaining unchanged as aforctim’e P
Thus impnsoncd in sties they made lamentation. and Circe f 258 - 215
Flung to them acorns and mast of the ilex and fn;it of the cornel

Food that by wallowing swine is at all times greedily eaten, >

Meantime Eurylochus came hurriedly back to the vessel

Tidings to bring of his mates and the shameful fate they ilad suffered
Yet not a word was he able to utter for all his endeavour .
Pierced to the heart as he seemed by a speechless sorrow, his eyes too
Flooded with tears, and his soul all eager for loud lamen’tation

Till at the last, when we all in amazement had urged him with questions
Thus did he speak, and related the doom of the rest of his comrades : ’
<E’en as thou badest, we traversed the oak-lands, noble Odysseus

Till in the glades of the wood we discovered a fair-built mansion
Builded of stones smooth-cut, on a site with a beautiful prospect.

Here in the palace was plying her shuttle and sweetly was singing
Either a goddess or woman ; and raising their voices they called her.
Speedily then forth coming she opened the glittering portal,

Calling them in ; and they all in their foolishness followed and entered,
All but myself—for I tarried behind, suspicious of treason.

Thus did they totally vanish away from my sight, nor did any

Further appear, though long there seated I watched and I waited.”

Thus did he speak ; but a great sword, studded with silver and bronzen,
Over my shoulder I hung, and my bow too slinging around me

Back by the selfsame road I commanded my comrade to guide me;
Whereat clasping my knees with his hands he began to implore me,
While with a woeful wail these swift-winged words he addres:sed me:
‘Take me not thither unwilling, my master, but leave me behind here!
Well do I know thou’lt never return, nor canst thou another

Bring of thy shipmates back. Nay rather, with these the survivors
Haste we to flee, while still to escape is the day of destruction.

Thus did he speak in entreaty, and thus I addressed him in answer :
‘Eurylochus—concerning thyself—stay here if thou mfhcst, '
Eating and drinking thy fill by the side of the blue-prow d vcsscl,.
But—for myself—1I shall go; for a strong constraint is upon me.

These words uttered, I mounted the land from the ship and the sea-shore.

Now when at last I was come through wondrous glades of the forest
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Circe, that mistress of many enchantments,
'g})ocs:ct?vtigz ﬁlatlt:(l::yoglc god of the golden wand, Hermeias,
lace anigh I was drawing. A youth he resembled
Scarce witha down of the lip, in the flower of grace and of beauty.
Forthwith grasping me firm by the hand he addressed me a greeting :
« Whither, unfortunate, thus dost thou wander alone in the highlands
is surely thy comrades that yonder at Circe’s >

Strange to the place? Itissu ' 13t 3
Closely imprisoned as p1gs lie wallowing deeply in litter.

Comest thou hither perchance to release them ? Alas, I assure thee
Never shalt thou come back, but remain there €’en as the others.
Natheless listen ! for, lo, I will free thee of peril and save thee.
See here ! Bearing this powerful charm, in the palace of Circe
Enter—and thus from thy head shall be warded the day of destruction.
Now will I tell thee of all the devices pernicious of Circe.
Mead will she mix thee and mingle a noxious drug in the batter
Yet e’en thus her enchantment shall fail—so strongly against it ;
Works the beneficent charm that I give thee; and all will I tell th
E'en at the moment that raising her long rod Circe shall st 'ke i
Drawing the sharp-edged sword that thou bear’st at th s'crll f? b
Spring on her—even on Circe—as eagerly longing t { . he RS st
';hclg v;rlill she cower in fear and will offer theegtengde: Z;{rafémcnts
: Ol::v ili sﬁz agtr iz:lstt,tgc:lionger refusing the love of the goddess ; .
SR hcr{ ;1:2::2 a l;elcﬁse, angl will kindly entreat thee.
N rt ly the terrible oath of the Blesséd
'IIJ‘est that unclothed and defeni:illc:sg :}il‘lSt t}ll(CC,IEO L
e e make thee a fool and unman ’
peaking, the charm to me offered the Slayer of Argus, g

Plucked f;
rom the ground; and he showed me the plantandits fashionof growing:

Black at the root : b

Moly ; but the flower was even as milk in i :

el ey iy o gl
S 1 mean—but to gods are possible all th;n gs.

Then Hermeias d
eparted, returni
ey » Feturning to loft
Hel ongm )trh\: ;;osvd;_?f' the island ;gand I tg tgiypT1§2: of Ci
SOOD at the dOOTS’ Oft;].: ;}:{:(lzz i'ny SP(iiritfwas troubled WIth ;:;Cl:le
stood of the fair-tressed .
goddess.

Beautify] »ad a chair rich
134 ui, Skllfully Wrough




Then did she mix me a mead in a.gpld-wrought cup fora potion,
Adding a noxious drug, in her Spirit dcvising me evil,

Now so soon I had taken and quaffed it (nor fe] the bewitch ment),
Forthwith giving a stroke with her wa

nd she commandeqd me, saying :
«Offto the sty ! Go, crouch thee along with

: the rest of thy fellows 1’
Thus did she speak; then drawing my shar P-edged sword from the scabbard
Quickly on lecc I cast me, as eagerly longln g toslay her,
She with a shriek slipped undcr'and clasping m
Uttering woeful wails, these swift-win ged wor
¢Say, what mortal art th ou, and from-whence ?
Sorely I marvel that drinking the potion thou fe
Never before hath another of mortals resisted ¢
None that hath drunk it—when once by the d
Surely within thy breast is a soul too strong for bewitchment.
Verily thou art Odysseus the wary and wise, who was destined
Hither to come (so said to me ever the Slayer of Argus), :
Home from the Trojan land in a swift black vessel returning.
Nay now, hide in the scabbard thy weapon, and come let us hasten
On to my couch to ascend and folded in tender embrace,ment
Revelin love and in sleep, and trust each other for ever.
Thus did she speak ; forthwith then ir} answer thus I acildrcssed her:
‘Nay, O Circe, thou canst not expect it of me to‘bc l.ovm g
After bewitching and turning my comrades to pigs in thy palace.
Me too, now thou hast gotten me here, thou deceitfully blqdesth
Enter thy chamber and mount on thy'bed, to repose me beside t ce,
Plotting, when bared and defenceless, to make me a fool and unman me.
Nay, I will never consent to ascend on thy bed and repose me,
Art thou not willin g to swear me a solemn oath and to promise
Never again to devise what is evil against me, to harm me. o
Thus did I speak, and she readily gave me the oath I deﬂ}?nh:i .
So, when at last she had given the oatl} and finished the plighting,
Into the beautiful bed I ascended of Circe the goddess.

oor of his teeth it had entered.

Now meanwhile in the halls were handmaids busily w}f: rkuigc’:e
Even the four that attend on the goddess and serve in t fi 12;_ fou;atainS,
hese arenymphs and the daughters of sacred groves anan
€aand of hallowed rivers that run to the salt of the '.0; > £ .ur le
ne of them cast on the chairs their coverlets Sp lenc]l; Zafh is
Purple the tissue aboye ; but she laid smooth linen cnd eyl
ile that another in front of the chairs set tables in or

ioned.
ashioned of silver, and baskets of gold on the tables she station o
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of the handmaids mixed in a wine-bowl ;
he bowl and golden the goblets.

by the fourth, and a fire set speedily blazing
c

: d the water.
g6 - 394 Water was borne b) d quickly was hcatF !
3 iy arilag boile):i in the glltterlng cauldrpn,
Then, so §000 a8 bath, from the vessel capacious she poured it,
Setting me1nt0a BT ]d, down over my head and my shoulders,

r. 0 § -
Plﬁafsf: ntlyrx:;r;}::g:il:zllt)g; taken the soul-consuming exhaustion.
Till from

inted with oil of the olive
dv was washed and anointe :
Then, wht:; nmdyrrt:z aybca atiful tunic aqd mantle, she !ed me
Casting al: hall, and gave mea chair rich-studded with silver,
gacll:tti?utl :kilfu’ll)' wrought; and beneath for the feet was a footstool.
€d ’

Water for washing of hands by a maiden was brought in an ewer

i d over a basin of silver she poured it,
S e ioned a polished table beside me.

iddi wash, and she stati .
'lls’llfjnl I:igiclnamgr.we house-dame bring bread, and she set it before me,

Lavishly adding thereto from her stores full many a dainty,
Urging me also to eat; but my soul took pleasure in nothing ;
Sitting I brooded on thoughts far other, and boded of evil.

e
sey Wine honey=0%%, ilver t
Otl"f,:at.f Syeet was the wine and silv

Circe, as soon as she noticed me sitting, and over the viands
Busying never a hand, as with grievous sorrow afflicted,
Placed her anigh to my side, and with swift-winged words she addressed me:
“Why art thoussitting, Odysseus, as dumb as a man that is voiceless,
Eating thy heart, nor touchest the food nor touchest the wine-cup ?
Surely thou bodest of treason again! Nay, truly thou shouldst not
Chcris}} the fear, for I gave thee an oath and solemnly sware it.’
Thus did she speak ; and at once these words I addressed her in answer:
“Yea, O Circe,—but how shall a man that is honest and decent
gmd in his heart to delight him in food and in quaffing the wine-cup,
DLCS:I:;:];C E:ncctlh release for his friequ anc.l beholds them before him ?
oo them.P_. “da € me to eat a.nd to drink with a friendly intention,

and grant me again to behold my belovéd companions.’

Thus: did I speak. Then fo
Beanng_ her wand in the h
Out of it all of them troop

rth from the hall went Circe the goddess
atr]ldl:,kand'she opened the doors of the pig-sty.
hen; €d, like nine-year hogs in appearance.
Eac}lx1 ::;ttl}:: g:(:slttsqfh;.r h“ddlefl they stood, angd passl':gg amidst them
Straight dropped .::;%fls turn with a different drug she anointed.
rom the bodies the bristles that thickly had grown there

Bred by th .
i ¥ the venom Pernicious that Circe the goddess had given.




en they became once more, and youp y
DYAca and goodlier farto Bekiold and{allc Efr: ;hcy seemed than aforetime,

ickly they knew me and clung ¢ h s i
uic OoOm X
gll by 3 passionate sobbing o'crvghelmZd ;a:isf:haf };ﬁ:irothe i i 'Xm
Echoed the terrible wail, and even the goddess had pit e

Placing her then at my side thus spake to me Circe l:hcy- oddess
«Zeus-born son of Laertes, thou wise and wileful Odysscgus g
Now to thy swift-winged vessel return and the shore of the o
There shall ye firstly of all draw out of the water the vessel ; g
All of the gear then stowing away, and the goods, in the ca:rcrns
Hither thysclf come back with the rest of thy trusty companion::..’

Thus did she speak, and within me my valiant soul was persuaded,

So I betook me at once to the ship and the shore of the ocean.

Here on the swift-winged ship I discovered my faithful companions
Uttering woeful laments and sheddin g tears in abundance.

Then, as the calves of a farm encircle the cows from the pasture

Home to the steading returned, full-fed and contented with grazing—
All come frisking around them together, nor lon ger the farmyard
Keepeth them back, and with ceaseless lowings they joyfully gambol
Greeting their mothers—so seeing me standin g before them my comrades
Thronged me about ; and they wept—for it verily seemed to their fancy
Even as though they had come to the land of their fathers, the rugged
Ithacan isle, and the town that was home of their youth and their birthplace.
Then with a pitiful wail these swift-winged words they addressed me:
‘Seeing thee safely returned, O master, we joy at thy coming,

Even as though we had reached our own dear Ithacan island.

Yet—abh, tell us the tale of the fate of thy other companions.’ ;
Thus did they speak, but with words consoling I answered them, saying::
‘Nay, let us firstly of all draw out of the water the vessel;

All of the gear then stowin g away, and the goods, in the caverns,

Quickly bestir yourselves and all make ready to follow ;

So shall ye see your mates in the wonderful palace of Circe :

Eating and drinkin g—for there they enjoy unfailing abundance.

Thusdid I speak, and hearing my words all quickly obeyed me,

Allsave Eurylochus, who had fain withholden his comrades.

Calling aloud to his mates these swift-winged words he addressed them:
‘Ah, unfortunates, where will ye go? Whyloveye misfortune,

G;tting you down to the palace of Circe the godt'iess, who surely

Either to Pigs or to wolves or to ravening lions will change us,

VEr to serve as the guards of her house, enthralled to her service, o



Odyssey Just
S entured the men
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pefore to the innermost den of the Cyclops
befell when who followed t'his a}l too hardy O_dysscu f ?
.+ 1o through whose audacious olly they P.Cl'lshcd E
}’;:j,sl(ti ::l 1}1]‘; spcakgi dered 1n dpubt, and_ it seemed to me better
Drawing the long—edgcd sword by my SIDEWY thigh from the scabbard
Swiftly to smite him his head clean off and to tumble it earthward,

kin was the man which seeing, my comrades

Though right near me in ch
One and the other, with words of entreaty restraining etk

«Zeus-born, lo, this man will we suffer, if such be thy pleasure,
:nand to keep by the ship and defend it,

Here on the spot to rema
While for ourselves—Ilead on to the wonderful palace of Circe !’

as

These words uttered, they mounted the land from the ship and the sea-sho
~shore,

Nor stayed Eurylochus by the hollow vessel remaining ;
He too followed, for much was he cowed by my terrible anger
Meantime all of the rest of my mates in her palace had Circe ;
ga;]rcfulliy Lcr:idcld a}?d bathed and anointed with oil of the olive ;

en she had clothed them in raiment, 1 ’.
#'ll: of thillqn banqueting nobly we foundlir:ll:llf: ;11:151 (:Jtt::‘;’loco;):ﬁién G

en as they looked each :
Weeping th{y made a ]am(::rr)lct: Oar;:iht;ial‘;zsgg ht{?}:hil's aﬂfi .knew i
TZill at the last came nigh and :u‘ldrcsscd me th‘:ll:)ca:nff “lmhcrllcig S
“Zeus-born son of Laertes, thou wise and wi g i
Wake no longer this violer’lt weepi = ?n _w11cfu.1 eyeen,
How on the teemin 5 Ly T Enow it myselftoo
e
Nay come, sit and regale you w'fh o BT uERY LSt Fol
Till once more ye ,e'cothh 1t .v1ands and quaff of the wine-cup.
E’enasit was on the da th spirit and courage within you, :
Rock-boundIthaca’s is?e Yeen je e homWieresofiths homsland
Always the terrible journ are wayworn still and despondent ,
Haveyea hcart—-sijn e rccgllmg ; nor ever for gladness !

ere then every day ill in us the valiant soul was persuaded

2 y till the wh P 3

tting we f ole of th

easted on flesh in abund e year was completed
ance and quaffed of the wine-cup.

After the W:;m'c year was complete wi
: in ith the sl b
Calling me forthgf:g:l“:ﬁths, when the long il:;‘; Zi‘;ﬁlutﬁ‘og g
;1om the palace addressed me my fai:l:)futl cco::rpnam'i:.’
nions:

‘No <3
Bces?;hg:: :11 Sif, it is time to rememb
&stined inde mber thy native country,

- ed i
. toescape all perils and safely




Come to thy well-built home once more and the land of thy fathers.’

Thus did they speak, and within me the val; " Odysse;
So for the rest of the day till the sun went ?1 1ant soul was persuaded. X ¢

Sitting we feasted on flesh in abundance an 424 -513
7Till, when the sun sank down and come w
Weary they laid them to sleep in the shad
Then to the beautiful bed I ascended of C

Here I besought her, embracing her knees, and s

While upraising my voice these swift-win ged wcﬁ-fi?ﬁ?d?gszgt;z:t.y’

«Circe, I pray thee atlength to accom plish the promise thou madest :
- Homeward to send me. Already the heart in my bosom is restless

Ay and the hearts of my men ; and they weary the spirit within m,c

Alway around me lamenting whenever thou haply art absent.’ :

Thus did I speak ; whereat made answer the beautiful goddess:

«Zeus-born son of Laertes, thou wise and wileful Odysseus,

Nay, no longer remain unwillingly here in my palace.

First howbeit ye needs must go once more on a journey ;

E’en to the mansion of Hades and dread Queen Persephoneia,

There to consult with the spirit of Teiresias the diviner,

Blind old prophet of Thebes whose reason remains as aforetime.

Even in death he is still permitted by Persephoneia

Mind to possess—he only: the rest are fluttering phantoms.’

own in the ocean

d quaffed of the wine-cu ~
as the gloom of the twilight,
owy halls of the palace.

irce the goddess.

Thus did she speak—and my spirit was utterly broken within me;

Bitterly weeping I sat on the bed, and the heart in my bosom

Cared no longer to live on the earth or to look on the sunlight.

Then, when at last I was sated of weeping and writhing in anguish,

Speaking again, these words I addressed to the goddess in answer :

¢Circe, a journey as this what guide hath the power to pilot?

Ne'er in a black-hulled vessel hath mortal descended to Hades.”

Thus did I speak ; whereat made answer the beautiful goddess:

¢ Zeus-born son of Laertes, thou wise and wileful Odysseus,

: Let not the want of a leader to pilot thy vessel distress thee.

E Only with mast upraised and the white sails spread to the breezes

Seated remain. Of itself will the breath of the Boreas bear her.

Now so soon as thy vessel has traversed the stream of the Ocean,

Where is a shore rich-soiled and copses of Perscp!loncm,

Poplars soaring aloft and willows widowed of fruitage, _

BCaching her there on the strand of the eddying current of Ocean,

Press thou forward thyself to the mouldering mansion of Hades.
nto the Acheron here red-flaming Phlegethon poureth,

39




1t leads from the Stygian water,

2 el th . :
Odyssey And Cocytus, a chann he two loud-thundering rivers.

X £
514-552 Drawing anig

!:‘:gr:;itgigcte, O hero, ¢’en as I bid thee,

. length and a cubit in wideness.
Dig theea trcg?? tzf,jlc:f!?tl}:c dcadgpour out a libation,
Then all roun and milk, and of wine well-mellowed thereafter,
Fir§tly of gloﬂ:g'r . and sprinkle thereon whitc. meal of the barley.
Thlrdl)}:o ‘;fan ’a vow to the host of the bodiless phfm toms,
Mee enhin ythc cow that is best of thy herd and is barren
dacrmas hy home, and a pyre deck richly with presents,

Straight thou'lt slay in th :
Soll-ciﬁ to Teiresias devoting a ram as oblation

Perfectly black and the finest of all of the flocks of,th‘y hon_lcstcad.

Then, when appeased with thy prayers are Death’s illustrious peoples,

See that thou slaughter a male of the sheep and a female, a black one,
Turning their heads to the nethermost Gloom ; but with vision averted
Gaze thou intent on the stream of the river ; and soon shall surround thee
Many a phantom—the spirits of those who are dead and departed.

Now is the moment to call on thy comrades and urgently bid them,

Flaying the sheep, which lie by the steel unpitying slaughtered,

Burnt oblation to make and prayers to the deities offer,

Hades’ terrible power and dread Queen Persephoneia.

Then, with the keen-eyed sword at thy thigh drawn forth from the scabbard,
Seated remain, restraining the host of the bodiless phantoms

Back from the blood, till of Teiresias thou hast gotten an answer.

Then right soon will the prophet approach, O leader of heroes.

He shall declare thee the path and the bounds of thy journey and show thee
How to return to thy home and the teemin g ocean to traverse.’

Rocky ravine

'%:2; did S;IC Iipt‘:ak,, and soon came Morning enthroned in her glory.
Whil::ﬁasa tct hadc me, I clothed me in raiment, in tunic and mantle,
Dilleier ;’-nymph threw round her a garment of glistering whiteness,
YRy :hy, and over her waist then fastened a girdle
Straight 2 thefnlt;d of gold ; and her head in a hood she enveloped.
tanding in turnancOf the palace went and I roused my companions,
‘Lieno longer asle & ea-cb’,a“d with words right gentle addressed them :
me, let us go | <P enjoying the sweetness of slumber !
> 7 80: sinceall hath she told me, the beautiful Circe.”
Thus did $ N
flnot v gﬁ_ﬁ;:lng within thexp the valiant soul was persuaded.
oungest of thege ere did I bring unscathed my companions.
140 . Wasa certain Elpenor, neither exceeding
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gturdy in battle, nor having a mind compacted of wi
He now far from the rest on the wondertEul dfnre?lfi-: 1S(:lfc’gli'rce ey
Longing for coolness and heavy with wine, 7 : .

had reclined hi :

: DR vk 1m to slumber : 558 -5

Then, as his mates were stirrin £, perceivin g the voices and clatter €r; 38 - 671
% 3

Suddenly starting he sprang to his feet, and wholly forgett;

Back to descend by the way of the steep-built stait)'( ofqiﬁz lgggcr
Fell right down from the roof, and out of the joint of the backbone
Broken at once was the neck ; and his spirit departed to Hades.

Now when the rest were well on the road these words I :

¢« Homeward doubtless ye deem—to the well-loved landajfd;giicg?}:;:‘r;
Now ye are bound ; but a way far other hath Circe appointed

E’en to the mansion of Hades and dread Queen Perseph °neia’

There to consult with the spirit of Teiresias the diviner.’ 5

Thus did I speak, and their hearts were utterly broken within them.

Sitting them down on the spot and tearing their hair they lamented,
Vainly—for nought was the profit they gained by their weeping and wailing.

While to the swift-winged ship we returned and the shore of the ocean
Heavily laden with grief, outpouring tears in abundance,

Meantime Circe departed and reaching the black-hulled vessel
Tethered beside it a male of the sheep and a female, a black one,
Easily passing us by ; for a goddess, unless she be willing,

Who shall behold with the eyes while hither or thither she goeth ?
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OW when again to the sea we had :
Her did we firstly of all drag do:’nctome and arrived at the vessel,

o the vast salt wat
T}'wn to the l_)lack—h ulledvesselwe carried the sails ar?dctr},ne mainmast
Lifted upon it the sheep we had found and quickly embarked :
Heavily laden with grief and sheddi s

; : ng tears in abundance,
Following after us then in the wake of the blue-prowed vessel
Fair stern-breezes arose, sail-swelling and kindly companions

]

Sent by the fair-tressed nymph, dread goddess with voice as 2 mortal

So, when the gear of th.e ship we had busily stowed and adjusted .
Seated we watched WhII.C kept to her course by the wind and the steersman
All day long with the sails full swollen she voyaged the waters.

Set was already the sun and darkened was every roadwa

Ere to the bounds we arrived of the fathomless stream of the Ocean,
Here the Cimmerian people inhabit a land and a city

Shrouded in darkness of mist and of cloud, since never upon them
Glorious Eélios looks down with his radiant daylight,

Neither whenever he mounteth the starry expanses of heaven,

Nor as again to the earth he returns and gom heaven descendeth ;
Ever a darkness of death o’erhangs these pitiful mortals.

Here we arrived, and we drave on the beach, and we took from the vessel
Both of the sheep and ascended the shore of the river of Ocean,
Pressing ahead till we came to the place foretold us by Circe.

Here held Eurylochus with his mate Perimedes the victims,

Then, with the keen-edged sword on my thigh drawn forth from its scabbard
Digging a trench of a cubit in length and a cubit in wideness,
Round it to all of the souls of the dead I outpoured a libation,
Firstly of honey and milk, and of wine well-mellowed thereafter,
Thirdly of water, and sprinkled thereon white meal of the barley,
Offering many a vow to the host of the bodiless phantoms,

Ithaca reaching, the cow that was best of my herd ar_ld was barren
Surely to slay in my home, and a pyre deck richly with presents,
Solely to Teiresias devoting a ram as oblation

Perfectly black and the finest of all of the flocks of my homestead.

Now when at length I had ended appeasing the people of Hades
Duly with vow ar%d with prayer, I ggencd the throats of the victims

Over the trench ; and the black blood flowed ; and behold, they collected, A%



ead, from the body departed :

thed
BEY A rcbus--50“1 of o X
Odyssey Spirits fr%ﬂ; fma“i"d youths, old men outworn by affliction,
¥/ Bridesan their hearts new-laden with sorrow ;

y .76 : delicate bloom, .
$7-76 ﬁmdc;::s ‘E'gcs I beheld sore wounded with bronzen lances,
Wan orsslain in t their bloodstained armour upon them.
atts ing from this and from that side

1
g:ﬁ?ﬁ;ﬂi?&drous cry; anda cold, pale terror possessed me.
call on my comrades and urgently bid them, k

was the moment t0 s
Ilzrlg;ng he sheep, Which lay by the steel unpitying slau ghtered,

Burnt oblation t0 make and prayers to the deities offer,

Hades’ terrible power and dread Queen Pcrsephoneia.

Then, with the keen-edged sword on my thigh drawn forth from its scabbard
ing the host of the bodiless phantoms 4

Seated | watched, restrain
Back from the blood, till of Teiresias I had gotten an answer.

First of the shades to approach was the soul of Elpenor my shipmate,
Since not yet was he buried beneath earth’s wide-way’d surface ;
Still it was lying—the corse that we left in the palace of Circe—
All unwept and l}l’lblll'iﬂd . for other anxiety urged us.
Looking upon him I wept, for my spirit was moved to compassion ;
‘Usttcrmg therefore my voice, these swift-winged words I addressed him:
ay, how camest thou down to the gloom and the shadows Elpenor?

Fleeter on foot thou camest than I in my dark-hulled vessel.,’ ¢
"I‘hus did I speak ; whereat with a groan he addressed me in answer :
RZc.us-born son of Laertes, thou wise and wileful Odysseus .
Hulqed was I by the doom of a god and excess in the wine—(’;u

. a\;:ng aroused me from sleep on the palace of Circe, for cttP-
R?;h:?r?;:ltrg by tlfl_c ;wll)y of the steep-built ladder I’turngblc:lng

eroof of t .
I;Troken atonce was the n:c}l:?::i, ;?f S(;Jlillt-i(:& tche Jou:lt of the backbone
B:tvllr’bl;yt;]hcllove fz_f ;hc absent belovéd at honE: Iitﬁcs;c;;lli(li;sé
e love of thy wife p 2

e T L
Back 1(: 1 l:mow that dCParting from l{ - afce e ey

o ck thou’lt hold for the isle Ae hcm’ g f.he mansion of Hades,

Ne-r:;:l when thou com’st, O bear :‘:a thy well-built vessel—

P::ti crunwept and unburied ab ; :'ln isnorypanee | imp 0ce L

+ ng in haste—lest a andon me homeward returning

urn me, I pray, on yeasa curse from the gods I shall h 1’1
B oy a pyre with my armo aunt thee.
mea tomb on the strand of th ur and all my equipment;
of the grey-green ocean,

Haply for
% y forages to come of a luckless man a remembrance !
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These my cntrcat_ies fulfil, and Iily oar set aloft et
wing with which when alive so oft aloft on the barrow, _ Ot
Rowing ' en I toiled with my comrades.’ ysse
So did he speak;; forthv\.mh then I answered ang thus I addressed him - X1
«Thus will I do, poor friend, and all of im: - 11

thy wishes accomplish,’
conversing together,
etching my broadsword,
he ghost of my comrade.

So with disconsolate words did we sit
I on the one side over the blood outstr
While on the other related his story t

Then drew near me the spirit of her who had
Daughter of Autolycus great-hearted, Anticl
Whom still living I left when to sacred Ty
Looking upon her I wept, for my spirit w
Yet ¢’en thus did I suffer her not, though
Nigh to the blood, ere Teiresias should g

Rerished——my mother,
eia,

oy I departed.

as moved to compassion,
sorely it grieved me,

ive me his answer.,

Then drew near me the spirit of Teiresias the diviner,
Holding a sceptre of gold, and he knew forthwith and addressed me-
<Zeus-born so of Laertes, thou wise and wary Odysseus,
Why, unfortunate, why now, leavin g the realms of the sunli ght,
Comest thou hither to visit the dead and their dolorous country ?
Nay, hold back from the trench and withdrawin g thy keen-edged weapon
Grant me to drink of the blood ; so truth shall I tell thee unerrine.’
Thus did he speak, and withdrawing my broadsword studded with silver
Back in the scabbard I thrust it ; and after the gore he had tasted
Then forthwith these words did the faultless prophet address me :
‘Home to regain, sweet home, is thy wish, O famous Odysseus.
Ah but a difficult task will a deity make it, I fear me !
Ne’er will Poseidon forgive : so deep in his heart is implanted
Anger because thou hast blinded his son, his belovéd, the Cyclops.
Natheless still ye shall come, though suffering sore, to the homeland,
Knowst thou to bridle the lust of thy heart and the hearts of thy comrades
Whensoever thou first with thy well-built vessel approachest
Isle Thrinacia, fleein g the surge of the violet ocean.
Pasturing there ye shall find fat flocks and the kine of the sun-god
Etlios, who all overseeth and all overheareth. ;
ow if ye leave them unharmed, and earnestly press on your journey,
Verily Ithaca still shall ye reach, though suffering sorely;
Else—if ye harm them at all—I predict then utter perdition )
Both for thy ship and thy mates—while thou, e’en shouldst t}-w.u escape it,
ate and in pitifll).ll plight and with none of thy comrades surviving,

orne on an alien shi p shalt arrive, and at home find sorrows. o
&




bearing and insolent, eating thy'substancc,
dlnlf, ;‘;f.: and bringing her presents as suitors.
1K€ 4

ik ing thy 80 1t surely avenge at thy coming.
;  Wooing ant deeds thou e t)ilc halls ot thypalasathe el

Ise by the sharp sword openly slaughtered,
“hou shalt fare, with a well-shaped oar on thy shoulder,

more thou est that never hath heard of the ocean,
Till toa people thou € 1t with the food that they live on ;

eople that mix no sa ; inted behold
Yeatoap }[})an 2 vessel with cheeks red-painte cholden,
Neither hath kng; wledge of oars which serve as the wings of a vessel.
Neither llmiit ive thee a sign most certain, that cannot escape thee.
Nc;]w wﬂevegli ¢ haps that a chance wayfarer that meets t__hce
W c‘:,n§oa winnowing fan that thou bearst on thy ghstqnpg shoulder,
%‘gf ntglsthc well-shaped oar in the ground, there leave it m}planted.
Next. to Poseidon the king thou shalt offer a goodly oblation,
Evcn,a male of the swine and a male of the herd. and the sheepfold ;
Then turn homeward again, and many an offering holy
Slay to the deathless gods who inhabit the infinite heaven,
Each one after the other. Atlast shall a death from the ocean,
Such as of deaths is the mildest, befall thee and gently remove thee,
Weary and worn, in asmooth old age ; and around thee thy people
Happy shalllive. Lo, thisis the truth that I tell thee unerring.’

Forth once

Sodid he speak ; and I answered in turn, and thus I addressed him :

¢ Teiresias, all this have doubtless spun the immortals.

Now come, tell me a thing that I ask and clearly explain it !

Here do I notice the spirit of her who has perished, my mother.

Silent she sitteth anigh to the blood, nor once has she ventured

Even tolook in the face of her son, or a word to address him.

Answer me, prince—how mi ght she perceive who standeth before her ?’

?Edld Ispeak; forthwith then answering thus he addressed me:

W;si{:}t;:::y 15 t?clihmg; and [ straight in thy heart will implant it.

e :s;‘; ti) t‘})]f t;c gh0§ts of the dead thou permittest

e ¢ blood, it will truth foretell thee unerring ; ;

udeny the approach, such soul will depart and will vanish.’

These words uttered, the Spirit re-

%irgltcoi;ll‘;iresias, king-seer, his oracles ended,
e oved on the spot I remained, till lastly my mother
g anigh, of the black blo : :

Uttered a pitify] od drank, and knowing me straightway
146 swift-winged words she addressed me:

entered the mansion of Hades,

wail, and with




«Tell me, my child, how camest thoy here to the

- yPys . 1
Being alive? "Tis asight full hard for the living o I?;z?::,? the shadows, Odyssey
Allin the midst are rivers chormous, terrible currents. | i
Ocean chiefly of all, not possible ever tq traverse ; 15 - 108

Should one journey afoot nor sail in 3 well-built vesse].

in the halls of thy palace ?’

: wering thus I add !
¢Mother, my mother, necessity brin geth mf hither to I—fzzs:sd her:

Here to consult with the spirit of Teiresias the diviner,
Never as yet was I nigh to Achaea, nor yet on the homeland
Planted a foot, but was tossed by the ceaseless storm of affliction
Ever from that first day when I followed the great Agamemnon
Sailing to Ilium famed for its horses, to fi ght with the Trojans.
Come now, answer me this that I ask thee and clearly explain it:
What was the doom wherewith low-layin g Death overcame thee,
Whether a weary disease—or did Artemis, darter of arrows,
Launching her painless shafts assail thee and suddenly slay thee ?
Speak to me too of my sire, and the son that I left in my homestead,
Whether my honour is still in their hands, or is even already
Held by another; and speak they of me as if never returning ?
Tell of my wedded wife moreover the counsel and purpose:
Whether abideth she still with her son, all guarding securely,
Or doth already a chief of Achaea possess her in marriage 2’
Thus did I speak, and at once made answer my honour’d mother:
‘Ay assuredly, still with a steadfast heart she remaineth
There in the halls of thy palace; and filled with the gloom of her sadness
Waneth the day and waneth the ni ght, while ever she weepeth.
Norisanother adorned with thy honour; in quiet possession
Telemachus directs the demesne, and at banquets abundamf
Feasteth—for such it beseems a dispenser of justice to furnish,
Secing that others invite him. But ever thy fatherabideth .
Upat the farm, nor descends to the town, and possesseth for sleeping
either a bed nor a wra pper of wool nor a glistering blanket.
uring the winter he sleeps, as the servants sleep, in the farmstead
1gh to the hearth in the ash, and a beggarly raiment he weareth ;
€N, when the summer is come and the harvest’s luxuriant season,
ftin the nooks all round of the orchard knoll of the ylﬂcya"d
;Fown is his bed of the leaves down-fallen and lying in hollows.
€reaye groanin g he lieth and nurseth his great grief greater,
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and his years lie heavy upon him.
Yearning for thej_t rish as well and my doom I encountered.
Thus, ¢'en thus <! palls did the keen-eyed darter of arrows

r_thlil c: Oal;; ssall me and suddenly slay me,
Lat_mchlg_gd %f Pdisc 25e come over me such as so often &,
Nc_rthcr ida {h and out of the limbs extracteth the spirit ;
Painfully Wastc d thy counsels, my hero Odysseus,

Jonging for thee an : .
;?was giagl{cndcgr af%‘cction, that reft me of life and its sweetness.’
eaan

ondered thcreonfand {learngd icnl'x my spirit,

o clasp to my bosom the soul of my lear dea mother.
%ﬁ?cg;?fnigscfor&a"d I);pm“g with a heart which bade me embrace her;
Three times out of My hands as a shadow or vision of dreamland
Fled she, and ever became in my heart mo re bitter the anguish.

Then did I utter my voice and with swift-winged words 1 addressed her:
<Mother beloved, why waitest thou not when I long to embrace thee,
So that we twain might wind our arms thus lovingly round us,
Sating ourselves, yea even in Hades, with chill lamentation ?
Or isit only a phantom that high Queen Persephoneia
Sendeth, to make more bitter the grief\vhercwith I bewail thee?’
Thus did I speak, and at once made answer my honour’d mother:
‘){?h me, IE'ruly, Igly son, thou’rt most ill-fated of all men!
owise Persephoneia, the daughter of Zeus, hath deceived thee,
Seeing that such, when he dict%, is ever the lot of a mortal :
%]fn no longer the flesh and the bones are bound by the sinews ;
I It:se doth the heat of the flame with its irresistible fury
= quer, as soon as the life from the whitened bones is departed ;
en asa dream forth-flying the soul flits hither and thither.
Now to thelight haste back right eagerly, all that I tell th
Bearing in mind, nor later fo S Db o A
; rget to thy wife to relate it.

Odyssey
X1 :
106-23% Neithe

So did she speak, and I p

gl::}?eiﬁl.w_ff;‘::}l:} };fﬂd converse together ; and round me the women
Even the wives 15 er compelled them the high Queen Persephoneia—
Thronging fm;n the ‘?aUghtcrs of famous rulers and heroes.
Then, as myself Ieg ery side to the dark red blood they collected.
is was t}fe 7 tithOUght each after the other to question,

Drawing the iec“ ;t appeared to my mind as the best and the wisest :
Many together ¢ 0‘; 'ged sword at my sinewy thigh from the scabbard,
Each et o ink of the dark red blood I allowed not

¢ other in order approached it, and singly .

Each declared 1,
148 er descent ; and to all I addressed me with questions.




ro first I beheld, of a stock right noble de .
'II)‘Zughtcr she l?0a§ted herself of Salmoneus, ;(iz’:ic:s ,h o
Wife, as she said, of a son begotten by Aeolus Grbilns s
Once of ariver cnamqured, the hcaven-desccr’xdcd Eni t.:us
(Heis the river the fairest by far on earth that is flowing) 5
Often she wandered along by Enipeus’ beautifu] currents ;
Likened to whom did th-c Shaker of Earth, land-girdin g I;oscidon
Lay him adown by her side at the mouth of the eddying river,
Purple the wave stood round them, as solid and hugeasa mou.ntain
Arching above and hiding the god and the earth-born woman,
Then did he, loosing the zone of the maid, shed slumber upon iler
Now so soon as Poseidon his amorous work had accomplished -
Tenderly clasping her hand he addressed her and greeted her k’indl -
¢Woman, be glad in my love! When the year’s revolution is cndcc){ .
Glorious children to bear will be thine ; for unfruitful is never
Couch of immortal. But see that thou carefully cherish and tend them,
Go to thy home, and be still, nor utter the name that I tell thee :
Lo, itis I that address thee, the King Earth-shaking Poseidon.’
These words uttered, he plunged in the depths of the billowing ocean.
So she conceived and she brought forth twins, both Neleus and also
Pelias, ministers mighty of Zeus the omnipotent Father
Both of them. Pelias dwelt in the widespread land of Iolcos,
Wealthy in flocks, and the home of his brother was Pylos the sandy.
Also to Cretheus she bare, this queen unrivalled of women,
Aeson, and then Pheres, and the charioteer Amythaon.

Antiopé then next I beheld, who was child of Asopus.

She, as she boasted, had slept in the arms of the Father of heaven,

Yea and had borne to the Sire two sons, Amphion and Zethus.

These first founded the city of Thebes and builded her portals

Seven, and crowned her with towers, for towerless were they unable
Wide-spaced Thebes securely to hold, though great was their power.

Alemené was the next I beheld, Amphitryon’s consort.

She did the hero with heart of a lion, the labour-enduring

Hercules bear, conceived in embracement of Zeus the Almi ghty.

Megara too I beheld, fair dau ghter of Creon the haughty,
ife of Amphitryon’s son, whose strength was for ever unwearied.

. 4
Next was the mother of Oedipodés, fair queen Epicaste, ;
he who a horrible deed with a mind unconscious committed,
K
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d taken the life of his sire and thereafter

Wedding hers o thE world all suddenly heaven revealed it,

Married her ; then t@ ebes, still suffering sorrows,
Hein the bea;ni:[ll :1%1%' ;i[;]hg linttors e | o lesnns
Ruled the Ca Htlo the mansion of Hades, the terrible Warder,

e e downd 4 a noose hung sheer from the height of a rafter,
Having suspende ef and despair ; and to him full many a sorrow

gj;tcsll?;cgci)i’n%f_gsgch woes as a mother’s avengers accomplish.
ful then I beheld, whonil) folrmerly N elet}is i

: < r beauty—and numberless presents he offered ;
%z:lr;gi {%raila;}f;f }\]:as she ofXAmphion, the son of a chieftain
Tasus. (Minyan Orchomenus was the town of th.e mona.rch.)
She as the Pylian queen brought fOI‘t?l right glorious children,
Nestor, and then Chromius, and Periclymenus the undaunted.
Sister to these was Pero the stately, a wpnder for fn?rtals.
Her all neighbouring chiefs came wooing, but willing was Neleus
Only to give her to him who the crook-horned ﬁ)road—bt:owed cattle
Safely from Phylace brought, where Iphiclus wielded his power—
Difficult cattle tolift ; and alone did the prophet unerring
Venture to drive them away ; but a fate right grievous entrapped him,
Even the torment of bonds and the savage revenge of the herdsmen,
Till, when the fulness of time with its days and its months was completed,
Seasons returning again till the year had repeated its circle,
Then at thelast did the power of Iphiclus set him at freedom,
After he uttered his rede ; and the counsel of Zeus was accomplished.

on, who ha

Chloris the beauti

Led¢ also I saw, the illustrious wife of the monarch

Tyndareiis. Two valiant sons did she bear to her husband,

Castor the tamer of steeds, and the boxer renowned Polydeuces.
These doth the Earth, great Mother of life, now hold in her bosom.

Yet, though buried below, great honour they have of the Father,

Sometimes comin I
g to life, and on days alte i
Back to the dead; and w : i

orship is paid them as peers of immortals.

Next then Iphimedeia T saw, who was wife of Aloeus.

(0)
nce (she was wont to affirm) she had slept in the arms of Poseidon,

omt
o WO sons she had borne, both destined early to perish,

€toa od @ :

ernourished, the Mother of h
4Irest moregyer W
o by far, saye only the famous Orion,




a and truly when nine years old nipe cubit
};fren in breadth ; butin height they had 55 they i

grown nine fathom Odyssey
These—so runneth the tale—once threatened the gods of O] 3:;11 g ot
Din terrific of battle to rouse and the whirlwind of combat ympus S11-348
Ossa they strove on the crest of O] i

. : Ympus to pile, and on O
Pelion waving with forests, to help them in scaling th: he;iraen

Ay and this they had done, had they reached fyj

EIYC by the son who was gotten by Zeus of the fairtiisslsgg if;l::)anhood
Both of them perished ; nor yet had the first down under their temples
Blossomed, nor clothed was the chin with the beard’s luxuriant outgrowth
Phaedré then I beheld and Procris, and fajr Ariadne

Daughter of Minos, the wizard of bale. Her formerly Theseus

Bearing from Crete, to the hill of the sacred city of Athens )

Listed to bring, but he won not his pleasure, for Artemis slew her

Where in the sea-girt Dia the god Dionysus accused her.,

Maera and Clymene then I beheld, and v

Her that a trinket of gold as the price of her husband accepted.

Nay, but I never shall finish the tale of the women, or name them,

All whom there I beheld, both wives and daughters of heroes ;
EreIhad ended had waned the ambrosial night—and alread

Time ’tis to lay me to sleep, by my swift-winged shi p and my shipmates,
Or in thy palace ; and ye and the gods will provide me an escort.”

ile Eriphyl¢,

Thus did he speak, and they sat all utterly silent and speechless,

Holden as ’twere by a spell in the shadowy hall of the palace.

First did the white-armed Arété find words to address them :

“Say, Phaeacians, where now standeth the man in your liking,

Both as to favour and form and to wit well-balanced within him?

Though as a guest he is mine, yet all of us share in the honour.

Not too hastily homeward dismiss him, nor, seeing he needs them,
.harily stint with the gifts, since verily many a treasure 2

Lies, by the grace of the gods, stored up in the halls of your homesteads.

Then in thejr midst made answer the hero, old Echenéus,
f)nc that was honoured as Elder of all Phaeacian npbles -
Truly, my f riends, not wide of the mark nor of right and of reason

Speaketh the queen. Sheiswise. It bescemeth us well to obey her,
et’

tison Alcinous that dependeth the word, and the action.



and answered him saying :

eey Then il . 1d, this word she l.lath spoken, I swear it,

Oa’f‘.f‘ e : b 51121111; gf the bold Phaeacian sea-folk. ;

347384 er endure, though sorcly he yearn for his homelan d,
| still,let the S to the morrow, t1l1 all of the presents

gaih‘?f?rﬁgcltffmlmy people shall see to the convoy,
uly! 1

Allof them—chiefly myself; for my will is a law to the nation.”
o)

inous outspakc

: . nswer addressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus :
P (’)nf(t;},'fgnﬁcﬁus, illustrious prince of the people,
Fen for the space of a year wert thou to command me to tarry
While ye prepare me an cscort.and load me with glorious presents,
Willing I were to remain, and it were much more to my profit
Thus with a well-filled hand to arrive at the land of my fathers :
Far more love and worship I sure would win fro,m.the ptf:,?ple,
All who beheld me returning in safety to Ithaca’s island.

Him King Alcinous addressing again gave answer : S
“Nay but, Odysseus, believe not that looking on thee we imagine
Thee as a weaver of wiles and a crafty deceiver—a fellow
Such as in every quarter the black earth breeds in abundance,
Fashioning mazes of lies whence egress none can discover.
Thine is the beauty of words, and within thee is keen understanding.
Skilfully, even as singeth a bard, thou tellest thy story,
All those pitiful troubles of thine and the woes of the Argives.
Come now, tell me a thing that I ask thee and clearly explain it:
Saw’st thou not any of those thy heroic companions who also
Sailed to the city of Troy, and their doom encountered and perished ?
I,I‘,?;lge'i‘s";spe‘llkably long is the night, nor as yet in the palace
SR }C:Z :aiigé (slc:l \::11 of t1}11¥ wo‘nderfulo story.rclatc me.
CieRe e nwill I patiently listen, if only Sk

y hallthouart willing to tell me the rest of thy travails. 2

Him then in answer ad

“ O King Alcinous, ill dressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus:

ng A ustrious prince of th 1
Ther it G i o
€1satime for the telling of tales, time also for glumber.

gé::'l:,v.’lvi ;lhi)lslhlqngcst tolist to me further, I may not deny thee,
Even the sor:;“k frf:?m recounting a far more pitiful story,

Those who, at ‘,}',":g those of my comrades who perished thereafter,
Perished i g’ unscathed in the terrible turmoil of battle,

4 _ |
o me by the wiles of a treacherous woman.




when the phantorp host of the souls of the women had vanished,

ISQ'CC;‘:;md hither and thither by chaste Queen Persephoneia, Odf':'\'ﬁy
Then drew near me the spirit of King A gamemnon Atrides 385 403
Sorrowing. I%ound.hlm was gathcrc_d a Fhrong of the others who likewise

Met with their destined doom and dieq iy, the i
Knowing me straight, S0 soon as the dark red
Shrilly he uttered a wail and poured fqrth tea
Eagerly stretching extended his armg in h-is longing to reach me,
Vainly—for no more strength was surviving within

5 him or power
Such as was present before in the flexib]e limbs of his body.

blood he had tasted,
rsin abundance,

Now when I saw him I wept, for my §piritﬁwas moved
Uttering therefore my voice these swift-win
¢ Atreus’ glorious son, O Moqarch of men Agamemnon,

What was the doom wherewith low-laying Death overcame thee ?
Whether did thee and thy ships o’erwhelm Earth—s}mkm g Poseidon,
Sending the adverse blast of a dolorous tempest against thee,

Or was it hostile men that on dry land wrought thy destruction,

Whilst that ye drave from the pasture the fair-fleeced sheep and’ the oxen,
Or asiaround some city ye fought for the spoil and the women ?

to compassion ;
ged words I addressed him:

id I speak ; forthwith these words he addressed me in answer :
:rth‘:JSsillngrn Eon of Laertes, thou wise and wileful Odysseus, .
Neither did me and my ships o’erwhelm Earth-shaking Poseidon,
Sending an adverse blast of a dolorous tempest against me, 4
Nor was it hostile men that on dry land wrought my des-tric ion.
He that my ruin devised and plotted my death was Ae%llstb 1:15, B,
He and that woman accurséd, my wife. To his palace eh ade i
Feasted me, killed me—as one mi ght slaughter an ox at the l:::l eg -
Thus by a death full wretched I died, and round mchmy comrades,
Even as white-tusked hogs are slain one after the other Bt
While at the house of a wealthy and powerful lord is pri{r)inc- l;gout.
Eithera wedding or banquet of friends ora sumPtu}c:u_S doset
any a time hast thou been where warriors lay kln ; : }f;rbattle ; )
Fallen when fighting alone or in midmost shock o i
h buta sight like this—it had made thee to grgag 1 iIcc{tableS
How all round by the side of the bowl and the high-p Il of the pavement.
ughtered we lay in the hall, and with blood swanf} éassandra
S et wackl ofall that I heard was the cry 0 soul’d Cl}temncstra,
aughter of Priam, who, stabbed by the treacherous-

ifted,
cllright over me there as I lay ; and my hands I uplifte 55




———

3 at my sword ; but that pitiless she-wolf

en thoughf‘_l)’ ’“g};%ilru}g?:rt, as}Ir went to the mansion of Hades,
: me, nore l?d‘;“m close, or my lips press gently together.
j24-468 Evenmy ey ht is so dire, $0 shameless 15 nought, as a woman,

Verily noug nceive in her heart some terrible deed to accomplish,
Should stllﬁsc; oman hath done in devising an impious murder,
Such ﬁm death of thelord of her youth. I believed I was coming
g:glr:m my children and all of my_scrvangs as one whc: was welcome
returning ; but she, witha wickedness ne’er to be equalled,

d
g?’an;f;{ l?iought on herselfand on every woman for ever,

All that shall ever be born, yea even on her that is upright.’

Odyssey E
x7 Left

Thus did he speak ; whereat these words I addressed him in answer :

¢<Ah! Loud-thundering Zeus hath indeed on the offspring of Atreus
Terribly wreaked his revenge by the means of the plottings of women,
Flen from the very beginning. For Helen we perished in thousands ;

Now in thy absence hath schemed Clytemnestra this treason a gainst thee,’

Thus did I speak ; forthwith then answering thus he addressed me:
«Therefore beware thou too, nor to woman be weakly complaisant.
Tell her not all of the truth that is known to thy innermost bosom.
Part of it utter,and part keep carefully hidden within thee.

Nay but I trow no death by the hand of thy wife shall befall thee
Since she is wise, full wise, with a mind well furnished with rcasc;n
Even the daughter of Icarius, sage Penelopeia. ;
g‘i:ll: asg a brxdt; ne}\;v-weddcd we left in thy palace behind us,

ing away to the war ; and i i
'II_‘Ihen b1_1t aE).abe. Inthe rank: ;t}} ::i:ﬁe};c;:;sgﬁe‘{;a;iysl;:tgéth
a ALY . . . 2
ch’ﬂ;g: hl:ld itr{]:}tul:;sr g:]{:}l}c:ivscd sire at h.1s comin g shall see him,
Me did th: : son, as is right and is seemly.
this consort of mine . ., not ¢’ ith i A

Bace withielioht v, son. .E t}:] en wit the eyes did she let me
Further a thing will | sa}' o hre this she l3ad fnurdercd her husband.
Brcolrdarenci o enterya o thou ponder it wisely within thee:
Secretly put to the land 1\%mrt of thy well-loved country;

Now come, tell me 2 th}n :JhWOman Asmorstabetousted:

Hear ye perchance some Eewat }ask the'i and plainly declareit:

sof my son in the land of the living,

Either in Orch .
e wis omenos maybe or in Pylos the sanIsEr,

Dead he is ncigriad city of Sparta with prince Menelaus?
Sodid s butstill on the earth i ’
id he spe 18 my noble Orestes.

wher
154 ! cat these words I addressed him in answer :




< Atreus’ son, why thus dost thou ask m

? .
Whether he lives or is dead, and an cvie L verily know not

lisidle discussion.’

Soina mournful strain did we stand conversin

orrowing sadly ; and ever the great tears fe]] ignt:t;‘srtlgz;c
Then drew near me the soul of the great Pelean Achilles 5
Also the souls of Patroclus and Antilochus the unrivalled
Ajax too, who cxccllgd all others in form and i favour "
All of the Dénaan chiefs save only the peerless Achilles,
Straight did the soul of that warrior swift, old Aeacus’ grandson

Know me, and wailing aloud these swift-win :
«Zeus-born son of Laertes, thou wise and wilefu] Odysseus !

Desperate one ! What next is the deed thou’lt wish fo aCCO;nplish?
How dost thou dare to descend to the realms where dwell the de arted
Senseless shadows, the phantoms of men whose labour is ended?’ ’
So did he speak; whereat these words I addressed him in answer:

¢ Peleus’ glorious son, O prince of Achaeans, Achilles,

Seeking for Teiresias am I come, with intent to entreat him

Counsel to give how best I shall reach rough Ithaca’s island.

Never as yet was I nigh to Achaea, nor yet on the homeland

Planted a foot, but am worn with my woes, whilst never, Achilles,
Never was man so blesséd as thou in the past and thereafter.

Erst, in the life on the earth, no less than a god we revered thee,

We the Achaeans; and now in the realm of the dead as a monarch
Here thou dost rule ; then why should death thus grieve thee, Achilles?’

Thus did I speak ; forthwith then answering thus he addressed me:
‘Speak not smoothly of death, I beseech, O famous Odysseus !
Better by far to remain on the earth as the thrall of another,
E’en of a portionless man that hath means right scanty for living,
Rather than reign sole king in the realm of the bodiless phantoms.
Come now, speak of my son ! of the brave young gallant inform me:
Followed or followed he not to the war? and became he aleader?
Say to me also if au ght thou hast learnt of the glorious Peleus:
Whether he still is revered by the powerful M yrmidon people,
Or peradventure is scorned and dishonoured in Hellasand Phthia,
ow that in hand and in foot he is feeble, by age overmastered,
either again can I come to the light of the sun to avenge him,
3110}_1 as I was when of yore on the widespread plain of the Trojans
Slaying the best of the host of the foemen I succoured the Argives.
¢re Las such to return but a day to the home of my father

ged words he addressed me :
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resistible mi ght I'd make to be hateful

Odyssey Quickly my ar m'sir .
ickly my ds that do him despite and deprive him of honour.”

Unto the cowar
hen answering thus I addressed him :

ok ; forthwitht
t of the glorious Peleus,

Thus did he spe
«Verily nothing I learnt by repor
While of thy only begotten, Neéptolemus thy belovéd,
All that I know will I truly relate, fulfilling thy wishes.
board of my fair-trimmed vessel

I mysclf was the man who on
Brought him from Scyros' isle to the well-greaved sons of Achaea

Now whensoever around Troy city we sat in the council

Foremost ever he spake, nor missed he the mark in his speaking ;
>

None was experter but I and the godlike eloquent Nestor
Then, fvhcnsoevcr in war on the Trojan plain we contcste'd
Never in midst of the throng he remained and the ranks of hi
Far to the fore outleaping, in courage he yielded to no one is comrades ;
‘1:11?11?:1 warrior too did he slay in the terrible conflict .
ofit ne’er can I tell, nor recount th .
gll of the host of the foemen he sI:w ase ;; }S]ECI::)[:;::(? f}t]hj,& fallen,
nly of Telephus’ son, who : P ¢ Argives;
;\V:l;;;rior Eurypylus; and mawn;S ;f;lr:;lg}}:il:zf;rda can I tell thee,
olk Ceteian, was slain through <iias
e Al be‘;]% ldt::‘::chciro us bribes of a woman.
Then, as we mounted and hid in th }clg R
Ao s Arorehe e horse that was made by Epé
E; g iefs, and to me the com e b
ither to open the door of the well-hid mand was entrusted
Then stood all of the others, the D i S
Wiping the tears from their e e ‘eidusancichichiains
Him not once I percei yes, and with knees all quaki ’
Eith ce I perceived, not evena m .quaking beneath them;
ither a whit grown pale in hi oment I noticed ;
Wiping away from his ch : k s handsome face, or a teardro
Forth from the h e Na}', often he be d £ .
= _ orse, and ever h gged me tolet him
andled his bronze-sh e handled the hilt of hi
bihen whel o e-shod lance, in his 10ngin : h° 1S broads.word,
Bearing a share :_aphturcd and plundered the s%c: o the.Tr RJans.
Wil ight gallant of spoil he retu dP-Wa}lcd city of Priam,
N otsmitten at all by the ed rned to his vessel
: WOundgfl of a spear-blade,
go a:“ﬁd Ispeak; and ¢h ed—and such a misfortune
talked with cro s esoul of t : a
Proudl with gigantic strides he swift Pelean Achilles
Y exultant to b to and fro on the
ear of his son and hij asphodel meadow,
156 1s glory in warfare.




hen did the rest of the souls of the dead that f;
:}:hrong lamenting around me, and each askeq ;c;:::re}?irsth had departed

Only apart difl the shade of the great Telamonian Ajax dearest, Of!;f{:j;?cy
gtand far off, in his wrath, and alone—.—by the victory angered 541-578
Which erstwhile I had won in my suit by the ships of the Argives

aiming the arms of Achilles, the prize that h;
gllaced atgaward of the sons of the TEOJ'a“S and};:ilrlzs ?:get:: .
Would I had never prevailed and won such prize in the contest
? gince that by reason thereof spch head in the earth Jjes covered.
R Ajax—in beauty of f(?rm and in deeds all others excelling §
All of the Danaan chiefs save only the peerless Achilles.
Therefore thus I addressed him with gentlest words of persuasion :
< Ajax, brave old Telamon’s son, wilt thou never be able :
Even in death such wrath to forget at the thought of the armour?
Curse on it ! —Sure by the gods it was sent as a plague to the Argi.vcs
Ah, what a tower is fallen with thee! yea, all the Achaeans, ;
E’en as we mourned for the life of the great Pelean Achilles,
Mourn unceasing for thee. Nor truly thereof is another
Guilty but Zeus—for he pours on the host of the Danaan spearmen
Measureless hate; and on thee he hath laid this doom and destruction.
; Nay, come hither, my lord ! Come, list to my words and allow me
All to relate—O conquer the wrath and the pride of thy spirit !’
Thus did I speak, but he answered me nothing and followed the others
Downward to Erebus—souls of the dead that from earth had departed.
Yet, though angered, he sure had addressed me, or I had addressed him,
Had not my heart been fain in the depth of the bosom within me
Others to see of the souls of the dead that from earth had departed.

Minos then I beheld, illustrious son of the Father,

. Bearing asceptre of gold, to the dead dispensing his judgments,

. Seated; and thron ging the throne of the king they awaited the verdicts,
Sitting or standing anigh in the wide-door’d mansion of Hades.

NC.Xt. came looming in sight the enormous giant Orion

Drwmg together the beasts of the chase on the asphodel mcad_ow,
ven the beasts he had hunted of yore on the desolate mountains,

Bear Ing a club in his hand all-bronzen and alway unbroken.

Tityos too I beheld. h ; e
: , huge offspring of glorious Gaia,
YIng outstretched on E plainf.) N igne roods with his body he covered.

Quatting at both of his sides was a vulture that tore at hisliver, [57




his caul; and his hands knew nought to defend him
Lhs mistr:ass of Zeus, illustrious Leto,

Odyssey Plunging its beak 1 '
iful lawns she was coming to Pytho,

. for he raViShe‘? the ,
5:;;‘.\,;16 \Avyl;ilst through Faa0ps s
hold in his terrible torments,

R :;Ssaf;?;}f as his chin reached nearly the water.
Fixed mdaba thi’rst he appeared, but to taste one drop was unable,
'Ijorturch n); ver the old man stooped in his longing for water .
Since W ?t hered away, sucked down, while where he was standing
Ever :]tljllylack earth showed ; and this ebb was the wor_k of a demon.
':E‘::;s too, loftily-leaved, their fruits suspended above l}lm : :
Pears were there and pomegranates and apples with gli.ttcrmg fruitage,

Figs with their rich sweet harvest and growth of luxuriant olives, = =
These, w

henever the old man straightened him upward to clutch them,
Off to the shadowy clouds were carried away by a whirlwind.

There did I Tant

There did I Sisyphusalso behold in his travail and torments,

Heaving with both of his hands the enormous mass of a boulder;

Ay, with his hands and his feet he was heaving and pushing it ever

Up to the crest of a hill ; then, ever again, at the moment

Ere he surmounted the height, by the weight o’ermastering conquered
Back to the valley below it rebounded, the pitiless boulder.

Then once more he began with the heaving and straining, his members
Streaming with sweat, while over his head hung eddying dust-clouds.

Then in his might I beheld huge Hercules, phantom terrific—
Phgnto'm I say, for the hero himself is among the immortals
Joying in feasts, and is wedded to Hebe of beautiful ankles,
Daughter of Hera with sandals of gold and of Zeus the Almighty.
Eound hcim a clamour arose of the dead, who to this and to that side
H::lté?re ha_ffnghted as bxrfls; and like to the darkness of midni ght,
Tcrrig;g s uncased bow in his hand and a shaft on the bowstrin g,
Terriblz fecrmg he stood, asa man that is ready for shooting.
itk t;mi}tnglrdmg him round on the breast, was the baldrick.

o* gold was the belt, and with wondrous thin gs it was pictured:

oottt voldan ok vagay g,
Whoso fashione?inththc slaying of men and battle and bloodshed.

Since th; : is ﬂ}ing, nought else let him fashion for ever,
cc:;i d ll_]sezt:lr;?}'hhls skill he hath set in the store of his treasures !
ghtway know so soon as his eyes had perceived me;

hen with 2 pir; . X
158  pitiful wail these swift-winged words he addressed me :




«Zeus-born son of Laertes, thou wise and w

Sl ileful O
Ah poor mortal ! for surely a life ill-fateq thoullleadccigtsseus-__ Odyssey
Such as the !1fc that was mine to endure once under th’e sunlight X7
gon of Cronion, of Zeus the Almi ghty, was by 5 ﬂ’iictiong . 617 - 640

ver-unending I knew, to a wight far weaker th

gound asa thrall ; and in sooth right grievous th?:rllellbv:is-s he set
Yea, ¢’en hither he sent me to fetch him ¢}, € Dog—and another Vi
Labour than tht§ did he never devise that | found to be harder

Him natheless did I capture and drag from the palace of Hades
Hermes speeding my quest and the grey-eyed goddess Athene.’

These words uttered, the spirit re-entered the mansion of Hades
While on the spot I remained, still steadfastly waitin g for other :
Hero-chiefs to approach that in bygone ages had perished,
Yeaand I surely had seen such heroes of old that | longed for,
Theseus and Peirithoiis, those glorious sons of immortals;

Now, howbeit, had gathered the myriad hosts of the phantoms
Raising a wondrous cry, and a pale cold terror possessed me,

Lest might come that terrible monster, the head of the Gorgon,
Sent from the nether abyss by the dread Queen Persephoneia.
Therefore straight to the ship I returned, and I bade my companions
Into the vessel to mount and to loose from the mooring the cable.
All then quickly embarked and took their seats on the benches,
Downward she sped on the river of Ocean’s billowy current,
Firstly by rowing, but later was borne by a favouring stern-wind.
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W when at last she had traye
rsed the stream of the ri
/ e . e river of Oce
Reaching tht} wide way'd sea and its su rging expanses, the vessclan’
Soon was arrived at the island Aeaea (the fair-tressed Morning’
Dwellingishereand h sl

Cfdand“g-ground,andtheh fih ]
Herewhen we came, uphauling the ship on the san%?gfot}:e :csau-rsill;m)-
Out of her all of us stepped on the surf-beat strand of the o ore,

Laid us to rest and aw.aited the light of the sacred mornin C-can,

Now when the morning was newly arisen, the roseate-fin gered
Straight did I send forth some of my mates to the palace of Circe
Bidding them bring me the body of him who had died, Elpenor.
Forthwith cutting uslogs, where highmost jutted a foreland,

Him lamenting we buried, outpouring tears in abundance.,

Then, when the dead man’s body was burned and the arms of the dead man
Piling a barrow we dragged to the summit a pillar and reared it ; ,
Also his well-shaped oar on the top of the mound we erected.

Thus then all of the rites we fulfilled, nor remained it to Circe

Hidden that back we had come from the mansion of Hades, and quickl
Donning her robes she arrived, and her handmaids followed behind her
Bringing us bread and abundance of flesh and glittering red wine.
Then, as she stood in their midst, addressed us the beautiful goddess:
‘Desperate ones, thus living to enter the mansion of Hades !

Twice consenting to die, though once is the lot of a mortal !

Come now, feast ye on food meantime and quaff of the wine-cup,

Here remaining the whole of the day, but when morning appeareth,
Then shall yesail; and the way will I show you, and every danger
Clearly explain, lest ever by evil devices of malice

Either on sea or on land misfortune and sorrow befall you.”

So did she speak, and within us the valiant soul was persuaded.

Here then all of the day till the sun went down in the ocean
Sat we and feasted on flesh in abundance and quaffed of the wine-cup,
Till, when the sun sank down and come was the gloom of the twilight,
hile by the side of the moorings my shipmates laid them to slumber,
aking my hand she withdrew me apart from my trusty companions,
Pray’d me to sit and reclined her beside me and questioned me closely.
i €gan with my story, and all things duly related.

Then, a5 ] ended, in answer the beautiful goddess addressed me:
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. a '
: ter is happily ended ; butlisten!
Odyssey *Thus now all of t}}:iiitnfirl:cavcﬁmpthcrcof right oft will remind thee.

xi1 Morel sha}l et halt thou come, whose song of enchantment
s7-75 Untothe ?;;fgiwﬁtc;ei who hccdlt;ssly drawct.h anigh them.
Every mo +in folly approaching anigh to the Sirens .
Whotoeve 1 fe and his infant children will never

i singing, his Wi :
Hca:letim}:?scslide agd cg;cult as they welcome him back to the homeland ;
i}t;if%r the Sirens soon with their soft sweet singing bewitch him.,

e i eadow they sing—all round in a great pile
Elc::iligsgc?:;:jrsi;g:.::i bones wit% th-cgskin still shrivelling on them.
Steer thou steadily past, nor forget in the ears of thy comrades
Wax honey-sweet soft-kneaded to smear, lest any sI)all hearken,

Any of all of the others; but beest thou w1§hful to listen,

Bid them to bind thee by hand and by foot in the swift-winged vessel,
Set thee erect on the thwart and lash thee with ropes to the mast-tree.
Thus shalt thou listen, enrapt with delight, to the song of the Sirens;
Ay and the more thou beseechest and biddest thy mates to release thee
Ever the more it is need that with fetters they fasten thee firmly.

Now when thy mates have driven the vessel in safety beyond them,
Verily then for the rest nought certain and clear can I tell thee

Which of the ways of return shall be thine. In the depths of thy bosom
Question thy heart for advice. But of both of the ways will I tell thee.

First, on the one side beetle precipitous crags, and around them
Thunder the rollers enormous of blue-eyed Amphitrite.
“ Wandering Rocks” is the name they are given by blesséd immortals.
This way passeth not even a bird—nay, even the pigeons,
Timorous doves that to Zeus our Father ambrosia carry,

Even of these one oft will be caught by the slippery rock-wall ;

Then will another be sent by the Sire to replenish the number :

'I]\:‘f[h'ls ‘;’a}’ never escapeth a vessel of men that arrives here;

= ;&Edcd to}gleth_er 1s wreckage of vessels with bodies of mortals

o th“:ﬂ the billows of brine by the fury of fiery whirlwinds.

FEa e; voyage hath made, Of. the ships which fare on the ocean,

A gand :};—rznowned, asshe sailed from the land of Aeétes.

Sayve . l: rgo too on the huge crags surely had driven

rthe guidance of Hera, who showed such favour to Jason.
Then :
Li ftir;é): :E:r'a‘;f:ond path, twain rocks : one reacheth to heaven

ked crest, and a cloud :
Blue-black Peaked crest, and a cloud aye hangeth around it
. »Never receding—nor ever the cloudless aether




> pef._;.q;_—gyeg-.ti!'-u?:. ST RATIAL

Lieth about this peak in the season of summer and autumn
3

Nor might evera mortal ascend it or ever descend it Odyssey
Nay not €’en if his hands and his feet were twenty in number :,;“L
] )= 11}

Such is the slippery smoothness thereof, as
Right in the midst of the rock there gapeth a shadow cavern
Turned to the gloom of the west—t’ward Erebus——-—evycn the qu
Whither the hollow ship ye shall steer, O noble Odysseus € quarter
Never a man in the prime of his stren gth from his hollow.vesscl
Launching a shaft from a bow could reach to the mouth of the cay
Here inhabiteth Scylla, a howling and horrible monster v
Like to the voice of a whelp new-born doth the sound ot-'her elpin
Rise to the ear; but her form is a sight portentous, that no on}:: Ay
E’er would gladly behold, not even a god, if he met her.

Round her a dozen of feet she is always waving suspended,

Six long sinuous necks outstretching before her, and each one
Beareth a head terrific with teeth in a threefold order

Many and thickly arrayed, where gapes death’s cavernous blackness.
Up to the midmost parts she is hid in the depth of the cavern,
Whilst from her lair in the fearful abyss six heads she extendeth
Hunting for fish at the foot of the rock and peering around it,
Dolphins to catch or dogfish, or haply another and greater

Beast of the droves unnumbered of deep-voiced Amphitrite.

This way never hath crew been able to boast that uninjured

Past they had flown in a ship, since every head of the monster
Seizeth and beareth away one man from the blue-prowed vessel.

of stone that is polished.

Now for the second rock—it is lower to look at, Odysseus ;

Nigh to the other it lies; 'twere easy to reach with an arrow.
Growing thereon is a fig-tree tall with luxuriant leafage. _
'Neath it the deep black water is swallowed by mighty Charybdis.
Thrice in the day doth she swallow it down and thrice she rejects 1t—
Terrible ! May’st thou be never anigh when she swallows thc water !
None might succour thee then from thy fate, not even 'Posclldon.
Steer thou to Scylla’s rock, and swiftly approaching anigh it

Hastily pass in thy ship ; since surely by far it is bct-ter ;

Six of thy mates to bewail than that all of them perish together.

Thus did she speak; forthwith then answering thus L addresscd 1h &
‘Come now, tell me the truth, O goddess, and plainly declareits
Could I perchance somewise, escaping the deadly Charybdis,

Hold me the other at bay when she fain would ravish my comrades?’ =5
J



: 2k ; and at once thus answcrcd.t_he beautiful gOddes,s .
Odyssey Thus did I sped: o ever again thou'rt dreaming of battles,
i *Desperate ontE;l | Willst ne'er to the gods 1mrrfortal submit thee ?
s t?lb.clievc me, is she, bpt a horror immortal—
Nowise morta ‘tible, savage, in vincible monster ! :
Terrible, 1r1'~'i315;~°;h thée nothing ; to flee her is best and is bravest,
va

Courage ahou delay at the side of her rock and with armour equip thee,

]S\‘llmll;]dgtot] fear that anew may issue forth to assail thee
uc

d again upsnap six more of thy comrfldes.
All oft}lihc;ti:,oas‘t‘ spegcd, and call on the name of Cratais,
Rowhitr OfyScylla—'the dam which littered this terror for mortals,
g}{gtwill prevent that anew she shall issue forth of the cavern.

finacia next thou shalt reach, where pasture in numbers
g:ctt};hof Etlios and the fat-fed flocks of thc.sun-god— j
Seven the droves of the kine and seven of fair-fleeced fatlings,
Fifty in every flock. "Tisa race that has never an offspring,
Nor do they dwindle and die ; and goddesses lead them to pasture,
Fair-haired Lampetié and her sister, the nymph Phaéthusa,
Daughters of lovely Neaera and E€lios Hyperion.
Now so soon as the goddess had borne and had nurtured her daughters,
Then did she send them to dwell in the far Thrinacian island,
Over the crook-horned cattle to watch and the flocks of their father.
These if ye leave unharmed and earnestly press on your journey
Verily Ithaca still shall ye reach, though suffering sorely;
Themifye injure atall, I predict then utter destruction
Both for thy ship and thy mates, whilst thou, though haply escaping,
Late and in pitiful plight shalt arrive, no comrade survivin g.’

While she was s
Then to the isla
While to the ve

peaking the Morning appeared, enthroned in her glory.
ndlagam she departed, the beautiful goddess,
sselreturning I urgently bade my companions
Eﬁstt}: to embark on the ship and to loose from the mooring the cable.

en quickly embarked and takin g their seats on the benches

Smote with the wel]- :
Following after ys th:?}nng oars on the grey-green brine of the ocean.

Fai > in the wake of the blue-prowed vessel
S::;%;?LE;:Q“ arose, sail-swelling and kindl)l() companions,
r-tressed nymph, dread goddess voiced as a mortal.

0, when th Y
Seated e w‘;tgf}?: ;jf\;};e ship we had busily stowed and adjusted,

: \ ] 3
Then at the Jagt <op L€ Straight she was kept by the wind and the steersm?
164 ast with a heart ri ght heavy I spake to my comrades:
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¢ Friends, as it never is seemly that one or that two
Learn the prophetical sayingsof Circe, the bc:amtiﬁ(:lf ucic?tti]gs Odyss
Now will I speak, that ye know it beforehand whcthgcr we peri h chy
Or peradventure evade our doom and escape f; SE e 154-
_ pe from destruction 4-193
Firstly she bade us beware of the wiles of the wonderful Sirens
Bade us escape from the song'that they sing in their flowery m,eadow.
Only myself Sht? alloweth to listen—and me sha]] ye, shipmates
Binding with difficult bonds that shall keep me imm)ovalfl fized the
Set me erect on the thwart, and lash me with ropes to the glaSt—trcc .re,
Ay and the more I'beseech you, my comrades, and bid you release me
Ever the more is it need that with fetters ye fasten me firmly.’ :
Thus then speaking the whole of the thing to my mates | it¥1. arted
Meantime speedily ever the well-built ship was apprc:uachingIJ .
Near to the Sirens’ isle, borne on by a favouring stern-wind.
Then of a sudden abated the wind, and it ceased, and a calm spread
; Breathless around—some deity lulling the surges to slumber.
! Swiftly the men sprang up on their feet and furling the canvas
Stowed it away in the hold of the vessel, and then on the benches
Sat them adown and whitened the water with polished pine-blades.
Then with an axe I dissevered a wheel right heavy of beeswax,
Cutting it small ; and the pieces with sinewy fingers I kneaded.
Quickly the wax grew soft, constrained by the pressure, and also
Warmed by the rays of the sun, King Eélios Hyperion.
Then in the ears of my mates, one after the other, I smeared it.
These too, binding together my hands and my feet in the vessel,
Set me erect on the thwart and lashed me with ropes to the mast-tree ;
Seated them then and smote on the grey-green brine of the ocean.

Thus then, distant as far as the voice of a shouter will carry,

Swiftly we passed ; but they failed not the fleet-paced vessel to notice

Speeding anigh them, and so they began their soft sweet singing :

‘Come to us, famous Odysseus, thou glory of all the Achacans,

Stay but 2 moment the vessel and list to the song that we sing thee !

Never hath earth-born man passed here in his black-hulled vessel

Ere he hath listened to music of voices as sweet as the honey.

Here doth he taste of deli ght and fuller of knowledge he fareth,

Since that we all thin gs know—what befell on the plain of the ':[‘road—-

All that was sent by the will of the gods to the Trojans and Argives,

Yeaand whatever shall hap on the earth, which nourisheth all things.

Th}JS did they call as they sang with a beautiful voice, and within me

Fain was the heart to obey, and to loose me I ordered my comrades, 2
e
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ot s nodding—but forward they bent themi
rowning also his mate Pcrimcgg‘: ey

Whilst rose Eur locc:lus,. 1rlos<: ;
Bound me€ with bonds st more and with cordage fett
Then, s0 001 we had gotten us further, nor hcagd oy }f;cél' me ﬁl'mly.
Longer Was sound of the words or the voice A aRniE istance
Quickly my well-loved mates from their ears unlooscnged ;,hc Sirens,
meared them withal, and out of my Lande tth: ber:iswax
y released m
e.

Which 1 hads
oner the island was dropping behind us wh :
Smoke and @ monstrous wave I beheld and was waw en straightway
Then went flying in panic the oars from the hand re of a thunder,
Down in the swirl of the water they fell with s of the rowers;
Still, for the hands of the men ceased plyin ha °P laSh,’ and the ship st
So to the midst of the vessel I passed fng ght e Oar-bladss Bes
Standing in turn near each, and with WO:(;; s e :
¢ Courage, my friends ! ere now we havel consoling addressed them :
Nor is a greater disaster before us th ve leasnt s thelessan of d i
While with hi ré us than once was the C anger;
with his masterful might in hish yclops
Natheless even from there by m 115 ollow cavern he PCn;lcd
Found we escape and I wcey y va our and counsel and fo us;
=5 -apc, n this too shall we li rethought
e now, list to the counsel I gi ive to remember
2 0 o with Bie it hnge, that we all may obey it X
Smite as ye sit on the bench A salt sea’s mountainous sur :
it v vl c§-——1f Zeus peradventure will h ges
Thee O pilot. 1 chir ade this doom and safely escape it elp us,
Ponder—for thou artg'c_and these commands in ﬂ!l) T
glmr of the smoke tal;: z:ri"gc (;)f 1the helm of the ho)lrlig:rr;zss 1
teer right closeto th and clear of the rolle o=
Thitherward darti i r.OCkSs and be watchful i rs to keep her;
ng aSIdC’ and t ulin fcal’ Shc CIUdC the
hou hurl us all to destruction.’ e

fowing,

Now no s0

ThusdidI s
k. and heari

Scylla resisgea ,and hearing my wo
) rd -
gcst Pefadvesiirrlzotl}is;erﬁof hcz still ncs::lllil? UIIC:< 11{lObCYCd e
NCasmg to row might men, when they hcarcigit l(:: fthem,
Clo W was the nnonnentCart:‘}:?‘r d to the hold of the ve i oyerma“md’
= ;an I forgat; for toa t hand when Circe’s gri ssel Eo_hldc them.
Lo us then, clad in m rm me at all she had s%f;‘{ous R
OB o, grasped y armour renowned, with i B
Sc noathe Prow, since thY hands, by the f,'orcm weanplephlancss,

Ak ence I expected her ﬁt?:)tttdcl():k I.as;::cndcd

and i o be sighted,
was bringing their doogm on my comrades:

: les 0 haun:ed the rock
€ss nought was I able to spy, and wear 1
Nathe h ; y mine eyes grew
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Peering intently around at the crags half hidden in vapour

Thus then into the narrows we entereq with piti ;

Scylla on one side lay, on the other the mig}]:tglggt;lr?g;?;ung.
Swallowing down with a force terrific the salt sea water

Now whensoever she vomited forth, a5 4 Poton a furnace

Out of the depths all swirling and seething she roge and above h
Mounted the spray, and on both of the peaks ofthe,rock it desc el;l d
Then, whensoever she swallowed the flood of the sal¢ sea water e
Down to the depths all seething she opened, and round her the’ro k
Terribly bellowed, and right at the bottom the gaping abyss Showc d_
Blue-black sands ; and the men were seized by a pale coldyterro,- ¢
Whilst now thither we fixed our gaze, foreboding destruction.
Out of the midst of my men in the hollow vesse] did Scylla :

Six snap—bravest of all in the fight, and in body the strongest.
Then, as again to the vessel I turned and looked for my comrades
All I beheld was the hands and the feet of the men as they struggl::d
High in the air; and I heard their voices appealing for succour,
Vainly invoking my name in the last dread moment of anguish.
E’en as a fisher who stands with his tapering rod on a foreland

Casts on the water his baits as a lure for the tinjer fishes,

Then in the deep down-droppeth his line with a sheathing of ox-horn ;
Even as writheth the fish when he catcheth and flingeth it landward,

Thus did they writhe as she caught them and bore them aloft to her cavern.
Here, at the mouth of the cave, she devoured them horribly shrieking,
Still extending to me their hands in their dread death-struggle :

Sight most woeful of all that mine eyes have ever beholden,
All of the woes that I suffered exploring the paths of the ocean !

Thus then, after evading the Rocks and fearful Charybdis,
Scylla we also escaped, and the god’s inviolate island
Soon with the vessel we reached. Here pasture the beautiful broad-browed
Cattle and many a flock of the sun-god, King Hyperion.
Now whilst still in my black-hulled vessel afloat on the ocean
Lowing I heard, as of kine to the stalls of the cattle returning, ot
M_inglcd with bleating of sheep. Then fell on my mind the monition
Given by Teiresias, old sightless prophet of Thebae,
Ay and by Circe of Aea ; for both most urgently bade me

¢ep well wide of the isle of the Sun who gladdeneth mortals.

0 with a heart ri ght heavy I turned to my mates and addressed them :

‘Listen, I pray, to my words, though suffering sorely, my comrades ! 263
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: hetic of Teiresias the diviner,
List to the vs_rarnmfg;g:’ﬁ f;r both most urgently bade me
Ay and of Circe 0 of the Sun who gladdcncth mortals,

Keep well wide of the i ssurely 2 dreadful disaster.

iting U \
%yingﬂ:xt :]Oi;cr‘:?lsdag;iglofd black ship keep clear of the island.’
ow, ’ ¥

; ; he hearts of the men were broken within them.
Thus did I sPe”lkr 4 ll;léliltlsirith a word disconsolate answered :

‘S gfﬁ%?ff:ﬂ tl;:xl;c),(()dysscus | Immense is thy strength and thy body

. heav’'n, thou'rt fashioned wholly ofiron,
.Iﬁﬁﬂgrfé,srgﬁﬁg :Bhyy mates, o’crmastcrc’d by toil and by slumber,
Out of the vessel to land—though here ‘twere possible straightway,
Here on this sea-girt island, a mgal right pleasant to make us—
Urging uson like this in the rapidly gatherin g.darkness '
Blindly to wander afar from the land on the mist-bound ocean :

Out of the darkness too arc tempests, wreckers of vessels, :
Wont to arise. How could we escape then sudden destruction,
Should peradventure arise unexpected the blast of a storm-wind,
Either the South or the West, whose rage all other exceeding
Shattereth vessels in spite of the will of the Rulers of heaven?
Nay come, hear me, I pray—no longer defying the darkness,
Let us a supper prepare, by the swift-winged vessel remaining,
Then embarking at dawn launch forth on the plain of the ocean!’
Thus spake Eurylochus, and all of the others assented.
Forthwith then I perceived some deity plotted us evil;
Therefore upraising my voice these swift-winged words I addressed him:
‘YEurylochL;ls,II gm truﬁy unable alone to resist you—

et come all, I beseech you, and swear me by all that is sacred,
Should we perchance og a number of sheep gr of cattle at pasture
Hap to alight, ye will never in wanton infatuate folly
%:tltgli:cr a cow nor even a sheep, but in quiet contentment

provisions ye got as a present from Circe the goddess.’

g::]vshdldl sipcak; forthwith all sware to refrain, as I bade them.

Fin d.u":“ :th eﬁgthghcy had given the oath and finished the plighting,

Nigh ug) a fro 1(; w haven, the well-built vessel we stranded

s vt;ss elt of water, a_nd straightway stept my com panions

T ats:: »and soon right deftly prepared was the supper.

Forthwith n:-lst they .had lost all longing for meat and the wine-cup;
Calling to mind their well-loved mates they bewailed them,

Those wh
2 om Scylla had snapt from the hollow vessel and eaten.




Thus as they wept and wailed fell soothin

1. at the tierce of the night, when the stars were pas :
g;gzicn a squall swept down from the Father whe gzths:fs :Eéhm
Bursting with terrible blast; all covereq
Earth was at once and.the sea; and down from the sky fell midnight
Then when the morning was newly arisen, the roseate-fingered,
Intoa hollow cavern we dragged our vesse] and moored her,
Here were beautiful dancing-grounds a

; nd seats of the sea-p h
Forthwith calling a council of all, these words I addressed t)l;l:rlflj :5,
Friends, in the swift-winged ship s provision for eating and drinking ;

Therefore keep we afar from the kine Jest evil befall us,

Dread is the god whose cattle and fat-fed flocks we shall find here,
Eélios, who all overseeth and all overheareth’

g slumber upon them,

setting,

: tempests
ver with storm-rack

Thus did I speak, and within them the valiant soul was persuaded,
Then for a month unceasing the South Wind blew, nor another
Ever arose meantime save only the East and the South Wind.
Whilst now still we possessed a provision of corn and of red wine
Ever for love of their lives all kept them away from the cattle,
Till, when at last consumed in the vessel was all of the grain
Often in questings for game would want constrain them to
Catching with well-bent hooks both birds and fishes—whatever
Came to the hands of the men—since famine gnawed at their belly.

-store,
wander,

Now on a day I departed and mounted the island, to oﬁ'e_r
Prayer to the gods, should any reveal me a way of returning.
So, when at last I had mounted the isle and avoided my comrades,
Cleansin g with water my hands, where ’gainst all \.vinds was a covert,
All the immortals with vows I invoked who inhabit Olympus.
Straight, as an answer they poured a delicious sleep on my eyelids.
Meanwhile Eurylochus ill counsels gave toohzs shipmates : ‘
‘Listen, I pray, to my words, though suffering §0rely, my comrades !
Every manner of death for unfortunate mortals is hateful ; :
Death most hateful is this—to be doomed through hunger to pcrz(sih.
Come, let us forth, and catchin g the best of the kx.ne of the sun-go
ferings make to the gods who inhabit the infinite heaven.
caand if haply at last we arrive at the Ithacan homeland, :
hen to the god of the sun, Hyperion, a rich-wrought tC‘gP o 2
traight will we rear, and adorn it with gifts full many an Plrwo :
ay, if he even, in wrath maybe for his straight-h orncc.l cattle,
trive to destroy our vessel, and other immortals abet him,
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i ?{Oiher than thus stay APV

o wave will I sink to the bottom

_ at :
ner with on¢ Jast gulp 2! gto death on a desolate island.’

a
.. and all of the others assented.
3

Thus spake EUT}’?SZ};:M they lifted the best of the kine of the sun-god,
Straight they qurr anigh to the blue-prow’d vessel they found them

n far ; thbli” o kine—those beautiful broad-brow’d cattle.

[ .h(;: currounding the beasts they i.nvokcd the immortals,

Thenina Clil' soft green leaves of the oak which spreadeth to heaven,
P'luckmf.;ce oats no longer remained in the well-decked vessel.
Since ws:;.ongthc)’ had prayed and had slaughtered the cattle and flayed them,
glft‘:l:g, the thigh-piece out of the thigh they enwrapped it in caul-fat,
Making it double, and laid at the top raw chunks 91’ the carcass.
Wine moreover was wanting to pour on the burning oblatlon,.
Wherefore making libation with water they roasted the entrails.
Then, when the thi ghs were wholly consumed and the livers devoured,

Slicing the rest of it smaller they spitted the pieces on skewers.

This was the season that sleep, long-brooding, fled from my eyelids.
Straight to the swift-winged ship and the beach of the ocean I hastened,
Till when at last I was come not far from the twy-beaked galley

Then did a savour delicious of fat come floating around me,

Which when I noticed I groaned, and I cried to the gods everlasting::

“ Father Zeus and ye other immortals eternally blesséd,

Verily now to my ruin ye lulled me in merciless slumber !

Lo what a monstrous deed have plotted my mates in my absence !’

Swift to the god of the sun, Hyperion, as messenger hasted

Lon_g-robefl Lampetié, to report we had slaughtered the cattle.
f’”a‘gh‘ mid the gods everlastin g he spake, fierce wrath in his bosom :
SFatl}ller Zeus, and ye other immortals eternally blesséd,

If; : f*thyc punish the men of Odysseus the son of Laertes !

Ev’e?;et' Oian :FSOIIC“CC rare they have slaughtered the cattle wherein I
e, asjba(c::i taS hmounted the starry expanse of the heaven,

Should the roft ¢ earth I returned, from the heaven descending.

Into the da);ki i ?or my Caftlﬁ to pay me a seemly atonement,

Him then in tuess of Hades I'll set and shine for the dead there.’

‘God of the sy 'h gave answer the Father who gathers the tempests :
0, shine here in the heaven amidst the immortals,

Ay and for

men tha : ;
Touchin g thi tbe mortal on earth, rich giver of harvests !

170 BEICH—their ship with the blinding bolt of my th under
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Smiting TIL shatter asunder amidst of the wine-dark ocean.’

. Odtjs.\'cy
i hear from the f3; VI

All these things did I M the fair-tressed podd \ X1
She from the Messenger God, Hermeias, sajq shge hac;E sife(:f:':llytise(ir; 388 . 403

Now when at last I was come to the ship and the shore
Each man after the other in turn I upbraided ; but nowise

Found we a means to an?cnd it. The cows were slaughtered alread
Ay and the g?ds forthwith sent monstroys marvels to scare ys— 2
Skins beginning to crawl and the meat that wags spitted to bellow
Roasted as well as the raw ; and a lowing arose as of cattle, y

of the ocean,

Sosix livelong days hereafter my faithful companions

Fed on the spoil they had taken—the best of the cows of the sun-god
Till, when a seventh was sent by the Father of heaven, Cronion ’
Then at the last ceased raging the wind with its violent storm-blasts,
Specdily therefore embarking we launched on the plain of the ocean,
Hoisted the mast and the white sails lifted aloft to the breezes.

Now no sooner the island was dropping behind us, nor any

Other land was in sight, but the heaven alone and the ocean,

Then was a blue-black cloud commanded to halt by Cronion

Over the hollow ship, and beneath it the deep sea darkened ;

Nor much longer she ran on her course ; of a sudden upon her

Shouting the West swept down with the might of a furious tempest.

Smit by the blast of the whirlwind the foremost stays of the mast snapt,

Both of them ; backward the mast fell down and the whole of the rigging

Dropped to the hold in a heap; at the stern of the vessel the topmast

Crashed from aloft on the head of the pilot and shattered in pieces

Every bone of the skull; and he headlong, like to a diver,

Plunged from the poop, and the valiant soul from the body departed.

Zeus at that instant thundered and li ghtning hurled at the vessel.

Struck by the bolt of the Father she shook all over and staggered,

Filled with 4 sulphurous lame. From the ship fell all of my comrades,
¢non the waves like gulls by the side of the black-hulled vessel

Floated ang tossed ; and the god thus ended their hope of the homeland.

Still was T pacing the deck of the ship when a billow enormous
Parted her sides from the keel, which swept on bare of the tackle.
¢ to the keel clean snapt was the mast-tree lying, and round it

ashed to it loosely was hanging a backstay, fashioned of ox-hide. 55



I fastened togcthcr the keel and the mast-tree,

Odussey Herewith ﬁrml}’I vas carried along by the terrible tempest.
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Seated whereon

bated the rage of its furious storm-blasts,
ctzzcss;:ljldsvoopcd down, and it tortured my spirit
¢ carry me back to the deadly Charybdis.

. bt long was I borne by the wind ; at the season of sunrise

All nig th g;vcr“ of Scylla I came and to dreadful Charybdis.
Close to It] : c,;omcnt she yawned and swallowed the salt sea water.
,? }::na:v;t }:San upward leap did I clutch at the long-branched fig-tree,
Clinging to which as a bat suspended [ hung, nor Wby
Hold for the feet to support me below or for clambering u pwa.rd. '
Much too far were growing the roots; and ,the branches in mid-air,
Migbty and long, outstretching them far, o’ershadowed Charybdis.

Steadfastly ever I clung, expecting the vortex to vomit
Back to tlzc surface the mast and the keel—and they came; but I waited

Long. At the time when a man for his supper doth rise at the council,

One who decideth the quarrels of youths appealing for judgment,

Such was the hour when the wreckage appeared from the depths of Charybdis,
Then, unloosing my hands and my feet, as a plummet I dropt down

Into the midst of the sea at the side of the great long mast-tree,

Mounted whereon with my hands then steadily forward I paddled.

Scylla I saw no more, for the Father of men and immortals

Suffered it not—else sure I had fallen on utter destruction.

Now, when th
Swiftly arising
Lest it again migh

Thence nine days was I borne. On the tenth in the darkness of midnight
Nigh th’ Ogygian isle was I brought, where goddess Calypso
Dwellcth-—§ fair-tressed nymph, dread deity voiced as a mortal.
Me she received and cherished—but wherefore tell I the story ?
All of ityester-e’en in the hall of thy home I related
gnto thy gracious queen and thyself ; nor pleasing I hold it
Veragain narrating a tale once fully related.”
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Safe thou art come, thou’]t never, methinks

0 wanderi
Ere to thy home thou return’st, however to hardship a’ 2 L

ccustomed.

Now to you all and to each I announce this further injunction
3

Each who is wont to partake of the glowing wine of the elders

Here in my banqueting-hall, and to list to the song of the minstre] :
Lo, in a polished coffer the raiment received by the stranger '
Lieth, and fair things fashioned of gold, and the rest of the presents
Which Phaeacian lords of the council collected together.

Come, let us also present him a full-sized tri pod and cauldron,

Each of us ; then can we later, by making collection in public,

Win us repayment ; "tis hard when the one does favours for nothing.”
Thus spake Alcinous and his speech was received with approval.
Each one then to his homestead departed to lay him to slumber.

Now when the morning was newly arisen, the roseate-fin gered,
Quickly they brought to the vessel the bronze that rejoiceth a mortal ;
This did the powerful chief, King Alcinous, on the vessel
Going around stow under the benches away, to prevent it
Hindering any that rowed when amain at his oar he was pulling.
Then to the house of the king they betook them and set them a-feasting,
After the powerful monarch had given an ox to be slaughtered
Unto Cronion, the ruler of all, who dwells in the storm-cloud.
So when the thighs they had burnt they partook ofa glorifJus b:anquet,
Making them merry, and harked to the strains of the godlike singer
Demodocus, blind bard by the people beloved ; but Odysseus
Ever and ever was turnin g his eyes to the sun in its splendour,
Longing to hasten its settin g, so eager he felt fOI-' departure.
ven as yearns for his supper a man when his-wme-l’ed oxen
A’ll day long have tu gged at a jointed ploughina fallow,
€n as he joys when he seeth the sun’s light sink to the setting,
So he can get to his food—and his knee-joints ache as he wall'{cth—
hus did Odysseus rejoice when the sunlight sank to the setting.
Suqdenly then to the lovers of ships, Phacacia’s nobles,
Chiefly to Alcinous these words addressing, he turned him:
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i 11 rious prince of the people,
Odyssey <O King Alcmous::1 lg?jt;:?:;gwcll (- farewell to you o]
: n

xmir  Pour ycolibation a wished in the depth .ofmy bosom,
38-71  Now it1s aﬁl ﬁ{lnﬁ”;? :;_.I_May the gods celestial grant me
EscortandlovIlg &~ ' Jo to my home, and my peerless consort

Blessing therein! May d well, with the rest of my dear ones !

ill living an ; ;
ghcrc n;?gclyﬁc“i Sﬁgm:\l‘ri:gh your wedded wives and your children,
¢ too,

. : ve. May the gods prosperity grant ou,
Makmkg'tgc?ng?l){)tyh‘:tlg?ill?dwcll fa?‘r fromg the gcolfle.” A 4
?;ifs)’di énh; speak, and they all assen ted and made resolution
Homeward the stranger to help, since duly and well he had spoken.
Then did the powerful king to his henchman turn and address him :
« Pontonoiis, come mix strong wine and serve us a bumper,
Plenty for all at the feast, that a prayer we may raise to the Father,
Ere we shall send our guest on his way to his distant l?omcland.”
Thus did he speak ; and a wine honey-hearted was mixed by the henchman;:
Then to them all he dispensed it in turn ; and they made a libation
Unto the blesséd immortals who dwell in the infinite heaven,
Pouring it there as they sat. Then rising, the godlike Odysseus
Into the hands of the queen gave over his twy-cupped goblet,
While uplifting his voice these swift-winged words he addressed her:
“Fare thee well, O queen, and be happy for ever, till lastly
Age shall befall thee, and death, which cometh to every mortal.
Now itis need that I go ; but do thou live joyfully alway
Here in thy home with the monarch, thy lord, and thy children and people!”

These words said, stept over the threshold the godlike Odysseus,
Having beside him the herald whom Alcinous had commanded
Down to the shore of the sea and the swift-winged vessel to guide him.
Also had Arete told three of her womnen to follow.
%r::r? f: hem bare in her arms fresh raiment—a cloak and a doublet ;
Whil t%}l;zti :ﬁcor}l:'i commissioned to carry the strong-made coffer,
So, when at1] £ }ird had a burden of bread and of glittering red wine.
Sp’eedil fhe astthey had come to the sea and arrived at the vessel,
Paken gb gwas itall by the high-born men of the escort

oard and bestowed in the hold with the wine and the viands.

Also the
Nigh to }t'}:g ?::S for Odysseus a ru g and a wrapper of linen

D, on the deck of the h :
Sound] : of the hollow vessel, to lie there
Silend){ ﬁl}?icllz ;}?ﬁd ]}]1‘: mounted the ship and composed him to slumber
Each in his S the crew sat down on the benches in order,

;a /
174 ndloosed from the moorin g-stone was the hawser.










Then, as they backward swung uptossin g the brine with the

Softly a sleep profound spread over his slumber oar-blades,

v > Ody
: Ing eyelids SR
Deep as a trance and surpassingly Sweet—yea, dcathyit rcs::mblcd o

. 78115

Now did the vessel . . as over a plain four st
Harnessed abreast, 'neath strokes of the ]
Bounding aloft as they gallop apace the;
5o did the stern of the ship go bounding
Mightily eddied the dark blue wave of t
Steadily onward she flew ; not even the
Swiftest of birds of the air, might vie w
So did she speed on her way, right easily cleavin g the billows

Bearing 2 man who was like to the gods everlasting in wisdom

One who had suffered already in heart full many a sorrow, ,
Tossed by the billows of war and the grievous waves of the ocean,
Now he is sleeping in peace, forgetful of all that he suffered.

allion coursers

ash, come th undering onward,
I course to accom plish,
aloft—and behind it
he bellowin g ocean.
falcon that soareth,

ith the ship in her swiftness .

So when the star was on high that of all is the brightest, and ofttimes
Comes as the herald of light when the newborn day is arising,
Voyaging over the waters the ship drew near to an island
Where is a haven of Phorcys, the ancient god of the ocean.
Hereitis Ithacan land. Two capes jut forth from the coast-line,
High precipitous cliffs but aslope to the verge of the harbour,
Fending the monstrous surge of the rollers aroused by the storm-winds
Outin the open ; but ever within unloosed from the cable
Well-decked vessels can ride when they enter the bound of the roadstead.
Now at the head of the haven a lon g-leaved olive is growing,
Distant from which not far is a pleasant and shadowy grotto,
Hallowed haunt of the nymphs who are known as the fountain naiads.
Here in the depths of the cave are am phoravessels and wine-bowls
Formed of the rock, and the bees hide here their treasures of-honcy .
Here stand, fashioned in stone, vast looms, where many a naiad
Weaveth her robes of the dee p-sea purple, a wonder to gaze at.
ater perennial welleth within. Two mouths hath the cavern;

One to the North Wind looks and is easy for mortals to enter,

ne to the South, and is more for the gods ; nor ever by this way

Atereth any of human race ; ’tis a path for immortals.

Into the haven they rowed (they had known it before), and the vessel
anon the beach : to the half of her length on the sand was she driven,

uch was her s peed, and such was the strength of the hands that impelled hcr.] %



d stepped on the dry |
d vessel when now _thf:y ha pp o ]
l&?fﬁ}ghe hollow ship u plifting Odysseus, !
First from thc. he rug and the glistering wrapper of linen, |
e :1 fthe shore, still heavy with slumber, they placed him.
he sand © y landed the gifts that the king and the nobles,

for home he departed
Athena, bestowed when : P :
. hh: nzbl_;ili“g they left at the foot of the olive
Theseina Cic{)c flr)om the path, lest any that saw it in passing,
%om:l:{?g;;sscus awoke, might venture anigh and despoil him.

rc

These now homeward returned.

Odyssey Out of the wel

But the King Earth-shaking Poseidon
’ 1 the vows that he uttered when erst he had threatened
gg(ﬁﬁf:%?;iz:: and turning to Zeus he demanded his coupsel :
«Father Zeus! I can hope henceforth from.thc gods everlasting
Little respect, since men that be mortal so httle- respect me,
E'en Phacacian folk—whose race from myself is descended.
Lo, full many afflictions I vowed should fall on Odyssegs :
Ere to his home he returned—though wholly to stay his returning \
Ne'er did I try from the moment thou gav’st thy consent and thy promise.
Now these men have borne him asleep in a swift-winged vessel
Over the sea and on Ithaca set him, and richly with presents
Helped him—with bronze and with gold and abundance of woven ap parel—
Treasures so many as ne’er from the Trojans Odysseus had gained him
Had he returned unscathed with his well-won share in the booty.”
Him forthwith gave answer the god who gathers the storm-clouds:
“Lo now, what is this word, Earth-shaker and Ruler of ocean ?
Thee nowise dishonour the gods. *Twere difficult truly
Thee, who art eldest and best of us all, to assail with dishonour,
While if a mortal, obeying his hardy and arrogant nature,
Honours thee not, it is thine to aven ge thee, or now or hereafter.
Actas thou willst—as it seems to be best to the spirit within thee !”
:}"hei} did the King Earth-shakin g Poseidon address him in answer :
Quickly enough had I done as thou say’st, O King of the storm-clouds,
gad IInot he}d thee in awe and dreaded arousing thy anger.
WO}:YI =fim minded to smite this fine Phaeacian vessel ;
Yer Icwli’ﬁm the convoy she homeward returns in the misF—boun:ﬂ ocean ; :
This will Inge hdcr and teach them to stop and to stay with their EONVOYS:
Him forth % and will whelm with the mass of a mountain the city.
rthwith gave answer the god who gathers the storm-clouds :

113 Friend g : : '
176 a1t seems to my mind, "twere verily better and wiser,




W

ust at the moment when out of the city the whole of the peop]
Watcheth hcr.' enter the harbour, to change her, anigh to 51: sp ; h Odysse
Into a rock with the form ofa vessel, that ever hereafter e X111 i
Mortals shall wonder. Then whelm with the mass of a mountain the city 1” 165 - 192

ow when he heard this saying the Kin Earth. .
iqyent to the Scherian isle, whcgre dwell l%hatl:cga?;tgr ll:osmdon
Here he remained till anigh was the ship as she voyage% the ocean
Rapidly speeding along ; then the King Earth-shaker, approachin
Suddenly changed her to stone and rooted her deep in the waters >
Smiting with downward stroke of the hand ; and he turned and de d
Uttering swift-winged words then turned them the one to the otht}::‘ra i
All of the Scherian folk—those famous oarsmen and sailors—
Each man gazing the while at the man that was standing beside him :
« Ah me! who is it fettered the swift ship fast on the ocean ;
E’en as she entered the port? Just now she was visible plainly.”
Thus spake one to the other, but how it had happened they knew not.
Then King Alcinous rose up in the midst and harangued them:
“Lo now, surely the doom prophetic is fallin g upon me
Told by my sire, who was wont to proclaim that Poseidon was an gered,
Jealous because we unfailingly offer an escort to all men.
‘Some day’—so did he speak—*as a fine Phaeacian vessel
Over the mist-bound deep from a convoy returns shall the sea-god
Smite her to pieces and whelm with the mass of a mountain the city.’
Such was the rede of my sire, and it all finds now a fulfilment.
Come now, hear what I say, and let all of us follow my counsel !
Never again let us give such convoy, if wandering mortals
Come to the city ; and now let us offer Poseidon atonement ;
Twelve choice bulls let us slaughter in hope he may show us compassion,
Neither in anger o’erwhelm with the mass of 2 mountain the city.”
So did he speak, and in fear they prepared them the bulls for oblation.
Thus then offerin g prayers to Poseidon, the king of the ocean,
All of the best of the land, Phaeacia’s princes and leaders,
Stood surrounding the altar.

And godlike Odysseus, awaking,
Opened his eyes on the land of his birth, nor yet did }.]C know it,
Such long years had he wandered afar ; and around him the ggddcss
Pallag Athena, the daughter of Zeus, poured mist to cqnccal him,
Keep ing him hidden until she had given him counsel in all things,
st that his wife might know him, or friends, or the men of the city,
M




tussey Ere for the suitors had paid complete satisfacti
Oxy)’” Y %\;hcrefofe utterly str s the land to the eyes of its mas(z:;
193-231 Allof the clambering patbs and all of the sheltering havens, :
Lofty preci pitous Crags and the bloom of luxuriant forests.
Hastily rising he stood and gazing around ort his homeland
and on both of his thighs in despondence

Uttered a pitiful groan
d stroke of the hands and made lamentation:

Smote with downwar
« Ah me, what is the folk whose country I now am arrived at ?

Dwell here savages wanton and wild, despisers of justice ?
Have they a love for the stranger and hearts that revere the im
Whither to carry my treasure I know not at all ; and myself't mortals ?
Where shall I turn me? I would ’twere back in the SCh)::r'a oy
ust as it was ; and perchance I had found some powerful 1an island
Elsewhere, ready to grant mea welcome and give me a o
Now I am truly in doubt to bestow it. I verily like notrl s
Leaving it here as a find and a welcome booty for oth
Nay but in sooth not at all like lovers of wisdom and s
Acted, methinks, those high Phaeacian nobles g Jusd e
Bringi and princes,
ging me thus toa land unknown ; for the : :
Unto the far-seen Ithacan isle, and th:: romi 4 PromlSCd to bring me
Zeus I beseech to requite it, t};e su lia%t’mlszls brok_en_
Ever the deeds of mankind and pugighcth b \}fho is watching
Well now, come, I will look to the pre A S a0
Haply departing they took of the tll:l)insents and reckon the number;
These words said, he inspected the tri gsdon the hollow vessel.”
Numbering all, and the gold and th sipsiaanc Ll e
Nothing he missed of them all, a de woven and exquisite garments.
, and with joyless thoughts of his homeland

Slowly he wandered
) 1
Uttering many a mo:n(.mg by the shore of the bellowing ocean

angc wa

Likened in f Then approached him
th

Having a de;)igltg%a youth who tendeth the shee cogf: i s
Twofold over her s}fauty of mien, as the son of a cﬁ:icftaPa?mre,
Sandals she wore o Euldel:s % Wffll—wrought mantle she ::2; ied ;
Then ashe saw her Ogr fair white feet, and a lance she wa rllle 1di
‘I‘-gui:d in welcome his zz'g‘eus rejoiced and advancing to m:etc;mrl'ng.

riend, since th ice, and with swift-wi
;X:clcome l—for g'llllgtltﬁ] \ ﬁrs;1 I have lightcdl:_:ggﬂ :::Ti:l: ‘lzlsuandg;csscd el

scue this t ope that th G : 240

ven as wertr:l??;r: of mine, and my(::lf? ;);I; 1St I\T;tl; ;g 1cn§1yhmtcnt10ﬂ-—
! Lo, eech thee

178 god, at thy knees as a suppliant falling.




so relate me the truth—for I fain would know i in:
&Zh at is thisland ? What people and natives dwcllli fi‘(r)lrt(lzl'i:rct:i;::n.t ?
One of the far-seen isles peradventure ? or one of the beaches “
Sloping adown to the sea on the fertile coast of the mainland ?”’
Him forthwith gave answer the grey-eyed goddess Athene : :
« Foolish thou seemst, O stranger, or else thou art come from a dist
Seeing thou askest thc’ name of the land. So utterly nameless RES
Sooth itis not. There’s many and many a mortal that knows it—
Every mortal that dwells in the east, whence dawneth the sunrise
Every mortal bc}}md in the west, where fadeth the daylight. ’
Truly the island is rugged—not fit for the drivin g of horses—
still, not utterly poor, though lacking in open ex panses,
Corn in amazing abundapcc it groweth, and also the wine-grape
Ripens, and ever with rain and with freshening dew it is moistened.
Good is the isle as a pasture for goats and for kine, and it beareth
Every manner of wood and hath waterin g-places that fail not.
Therefore, stranger, hath Ithaca’s name reached even to Troyland,
Though right far, it is said, ’tis away from the shores of Achaea.”

So did she speak, and it joyed long-sufferin g godlike Odysseus,
Yea he rejoiced in the land of his birth when he heard what she told him,
Pallas Athena, the daughter of Zeus who beareth the aegis.
Then uplifting his voice these swift-winged words he addressed her ;
Yet no truth did he speak, for he curbed it before it was uttered,
Keeping, as ever, control of the mind right cunning within him:
“Ah yes, Ithaca’s name I have heard far over the ocean,
E’en in the broad-spread island of Creta, from which I am come now,
Iand this treasure of mine ; and as much did I leave for my children,
Flying the land ; for the son I had killed of a prince of the country,
Orsilochus swift-footed, who conquered in fleetness of running
Every mortal that liveth on bread in the isle of the Cretans.
Him I had killed—for he wished to deprive me of all of my booty
Gotten at Troy, in the winning whereof great toil I had suffered,
Tossed on the billows of war and the grievous waves of the ocean—
Wished it because I refused as attendant to follow his father
There in the Trojan land, and had captained a band of my fellows.
So with my bronze-shod spear I attacked him whenas he was comm%{:1
Home from the fields, waylaying him close to the road with a comrade. .
lack was the night that enshrouded the heaven ; no mor tal perceived us;
one was aware of the deed I had done when of life I bereft him. ;
OW no sooner the man with my sharp-edged spear I had murdered,

179

Odyssey
XIr
232271



etook me of proud Phoenician sea-folk ;

e them of spoil that delighteth a mortal,
XUl ’IIl:‘hem fl;nl::gzti;c; :;jnﬁ;kc me aboard of the vessel and land me
272-510 Rarnes

: . the fair, where rule the I*;peans.
'?‘i:'l:;;ittf g:)?lsl: ll'lf\l:.lj)cit withheld them the might of the storm-wind,
1

. it : acted they willingly thus to deceive me.,

MUChf a;thci:yu‘:sizs?lﬁsl:l;izzg, at ni ght}\(vc arri\gcg at this island.

Ou'tlt? 11t iowin gaheadtoa harbour we came, and exhausted,
&goﬁy);orgctful of food, thqugh needing sorely a supper,

Stcppcd from the vessel and, justas we were, lay dovyn on the sea-shore,
Now when in slumber refreshing I sank outworn with my labours,
Carrying all of my goods from the hollow vessel, they placed them

Here at my side, where sleeping I lay on the san ds ofj the sea-shore.
Then, embarking again, for the flourishing city of Sidon

Started, and here [ am left with a heart that is heavy with trouble.”

Odyssey Straight to 2 shipIb

Thus had he spoken when, smiling, the grey-eyed goddess Athene
Touched him with gentle caress; and she changed to the form of a woman
Beautiful, stately, and gifted with deftness in exquisite handwork.
Then uplifting her voice these swift-winged words she addressed him :
«“Truly a master in craft were one that excelled thee in cunning !
Conquered in guile were ’en the immortal who happened to meet thee.
Ah, thou audacious inventor of falsehood, insatiate trickster,

Even at home, as it seemeth, thou mean’st not to cease from deceiving,
Weaving thy fables, wherein from the ground of thy heart thou delightest.
Come, let us speak no longer thereof ! We are both of us practised
Weavers of wiles—for of all of mankind thou art easily foremost

Both in thy counsels and speech, and amid the immortals I win me

Fame for my wit and my wiles. Yet how didst thou fail to discern me,
Pallas Athena, the daughter of Zeus—that goddess who always

Stands at thy side and defends thee in every hardship and danger

Ay and who gained th P it v i

Nz;w e gained thee the love and the favour of all the Phaeacians?
i o saf:ton:§ lt)h'at Wli:l two may take some counsel together,

y to bring these gifts that the lordly Phaeacians
Gaveat thy ho , Y : : ;
1y homeward departing (for such was my will and intention),

Yeaand in order to te] Y

Fa 1t:"::* tell thee of all thou art destined to suffer

R th)(;u utt‘ uilthome—So resign thee to fate and endure it !
el rhie hox::; 8; l\]-‘\rcu'd toamanof themall ora woman, ;
E'en though biry hou art come from thy wanderings. Suffer in silence:
¢r the pain and deep the indignity, bear it !”
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Her then in answer addressed these words decp-plotting Odysseus :

« Difficult ‘twere for the mortal thoy meetest, goddess, to know thee Odyssey,
Though ri g!}t clever he were, for thoy cloth’st thee in every sembl : S
This howbeit I know, that thou gavest me f; T FEARYAree -5k

vour aforetime,

g the sons of Achaea;

ep-built city of Priam,

psand a god had dispersed them

ter of Zeus, nor perceived thee d

: . to save me from sorrow,

-. Cherishing deep in my bosom a heart that was stricken with anguish

| Ever I wandered, until the immortals from evil released me Py

Even till thou thyself in the rich Phaeacian country :

Gavest me comforting words and didst show me the way in the cit

Now in the name of the Father I beg thee to tell me—for never J

May I believe I am come to the far-seen Ithacan island :

Nay, in a foreign land I am roaming, and merely to mock me

This thou art saying, and cheating my soul with an empty illusion—

Tell me the truth! Am I come to the dear-loved land of my fathers ?”

Him forthwith gave answer the grey-eyed goddess Athene :

“Ever and alway the same suspicious thoughts in thy bosom !

This is the reason I ne’er can desert thee in all thy affliction,

Since thou art wary and ready of wit and surpassing in prudence.

Gladly had many a man, thus safely returned from a far land,

Hastened him home in the longing to look on his wife and his children ;

Nowise such is thy wish—nor to listen and learn from another,

Ere thou hast tested thy wife to the full ; but she sitteth, as alway,

There in thy palace halls, and filled with the gloom of her sadness

Waneth the day and waneth the night, while ever she weepeth.

Truly I ne’er had a doubt—nay, deep in my spirit I knew it,

Knew thy return was assured, thou gh lost were all of thy comrades;

Yet was I all unwilling to strive with my father’s brother,

Even Poseidon, who cherished at heart such anger against thee,

Raging because of his well-loved son, whom thou reftest of eyesight.

Come now, look on the scene and assure thee 'tis Ithaca’s island !

Here is the haven of Phorcys, the ancient god of the ocean fuE

There, at the head of the harbour, a high-branch’d olive is growing,

Distant from which not far is a pleasant shadowy grotto,

Sacred haunt of the nymphs that are known as the fountain naiads;

here is the cave with its roof hi gh-arched where often afqretlmc

nto the nymphs thou hast made full many a perfect oblation.

here too, clothed in its forests, the mountain of Neriton riseth. 85
Mf

While in the country of Troy were warrin
Yet, when at last we had plundered the ste
After the Greeks had embarked on the shj
Never again I beheld thee, thou daugh
Mounting aboard of my vessel in order




e scattered the mist and uncovered the landscape_
dinjo long-suﬁ‘cring godlike Odysseus ;
Then exulte mjnc){cmbracing the earth, dear mother of harvests,

3 a

) s, uplifting his hands to the heaven :
Uttered 2 prﬂjyt_!r ;;) thccd';{; ';}ft}::rs Off)' Zcusigl had vcrily' never
¢ Fountain 1\31;:1 ‘—'0?; again. With the vows of affection I greet you ;
Hoped tobl};?i?)n g}—giﬁs we shall make you, as often aforetime,
Yea andbot the daughter of Zeus, the bestower ofboofy, Athene,
Shou}d u ant me to live, and my son to arrive at his manhood.”
Graciously gr er the grey-eyed goddess Athene :
Then once more made answ grey=Cyea g¢ : !
«Take thou courage, nor suffer thy heart herein to be anxious !
Now let us carry the gifts to the depth of this wonderful grotto ; :
There we will hide them at once, since there we can lca_vc th’c,:m In safety ;
Then let us twain take counsel together to act for_ the wisest.,
Thus when the goddess had spoken she plunged in the shadowy cavern
Eagerly scarching for places of hiding ; and quickly Odysseus
Bringing the whole of his treasure—the gold_ and the bronze fidamantinc,
Fine-wrought garments as well, that Phaeacian nobles had given—
Stowed them away ; and a boulder was set in the door by the goddess,
Pallas Athena, the daughter of Zeus who beareth the aegis.

Then did the twain at the base of the sacred olive recline them,

There to consult, devising the doom of the insolent suitors.

First of the twain to begin was the grey-eyed goddess Athene :

“Zeus-born son of Laertes, thou wise and wileful Odysseus,

Think how best with a strong right hand these suitors to punish,

Shamelessly lording it still, as for three lon g years, in thy palace,

Wooing thy godlike wife and offerin g presents as lovers,

While with continual grief in her heart, as she waits for thy coming,

éﬂl she befooleth with hopes, and she giveth her promise to each one

I;ndlng him many a message ; but thin gs far other she longs for.”

k er then In answer addressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus :
Lo NOW, Just as it happ’d to Atrides, Kin g Agamemnon !

_}_llxstd his terrible doom in my halls I was fated to suffer,

Na st thou not told me of all, O goddess, and duly advised me.

OW come, weave me a plan, how best | h ite th
Stand thou too b  plan, how may hope to requite them.
S ©0 by my side, and with dauntless courage endue me,

ik thoz:ltso ‘;‘;)’, when we loosened her shinin g tiara of towers.
%cr tostand, O grey-eyed goddess, beside me,
Having thy favg 1::nough three hundred foes to encounter,
182 ©>my lady and goddess, to help and befriend me.”




im forthwith gave answer the grey-eveq _
‘I:IYca assuredly still I befriend thgec,);ng ne'gl? g}f:lslsfgriginih
Then, when at last we sha?l come to the work ; and ifmu::;h Iee s
Soon with his blood and his brains the unmeasured earth will tr)n istake not,
Many a man of the suitors, who now are Wasting thy SubstanC:SPattcr
Come, I will change thy appearance that none shall'be able to kn hee ;
All of the fair smooth flesh on thy pliant limps will I wither vt
Shrivel the yellow hair from thy head and wrap thee in rain;cnt
Beggarly, such t.hat a man might shudder at any that wore it
Lustreless too will I make thine eyes, once gleamin gin beau.:
So that a thing of contempt thou’it seem to the whole of the sﬂim
Yea to thy wife and the son thou didst leaye as babe in thy palace ’
Now for thyself—'twere best to betake thee at first to the swineherd
Even the thrall who attends to thy pigs. He is full of devotion :
Both for thyself and thy son and the wise-souled Penelopeia.
Sitting in charge of the swine thou’lt find him—the herd that is feeding
Nigh to the Raven’s Rock at the side of the spring Arethusa,
Eating the acorns wherein they delight, and drinking the fountain’s
Dark sweet water—a food that doth nourish luxuriant fatness.
Here by the side of the swineherd remain and question him fully,
While I betake me to Sparta, the city of beautiful women,
Telemachus to recall ; for thy son, thy belovéd, Odysseus,
Thither, to wide Lacedaemon, is gone and to prince Menelaus,
Tidings of thee to discover, ifstill on the earth thou art living.”
Her then in answer addressed these words deep-plotting Odysseus :
“Why hast thou said to him nought of the truth, though fully thou knewst it ?
Was’t to compel him to wander with sufferin gs, like to his father,
Over the wastes of the sea, while strangers devour his possessions? ”
Him forthwith gave answer the grey-eyed goddess Athene: Ak
“Let not the thought of thy son too grievously trouble thy spirit.
I myself was his guide, for I wished him to win by the journey
Manly renown. Nor imagine he suffereth hardship. In comfort
Now in Atrides’ palace he sits in the midst of abun@anc.e.
True, in their black-hulled shi p these youths are lying in ambush
Eager to kill him before he arrives at the land of his fathers ;
Yetdo I reck not thereof, for the earth far sooner shall sw-allov:r,
Many a one of the wooers who daily consume thy possessions.

Thus when Athena had spoken, her wand she extended and touched him;
All of the fair smooth flesh on his limbs of his body she withered,

Shrivelled the yellow hair from his head, and the whole of his person, (83
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Odyssey Every limb, wit
too did she make those €yes,

ht agédl she covered ;
Lustreless BnoE cleRmiet s e
. stead of his raiment she wraptgvilc razgz:ﬁc;) eauty ;
Hanging in tatters and filthy, with smoke all foully besm a doublet
Over him cast as2 mantle the hide of a timorous roe-de utted,
Naked of hair, and she gave him a staff and a beggarl erI
Terribly tattered and torn; and thereon was a cord toys wallet :
llings ended, they parted, the god dc‘::lxtnhde:.
e

Thus, their counse
Going to fair Lacedaemon to seek for the son of Odysseus

h the skin of a man rig
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OW by a footpath rough he ascended th

V' b; _ tled
Winding aloft to the heights through wioglazfl;lofllottz 'h; l'bglll'
Herehad enjoined him to seek forth Rt b

i ) € good old swi
Godlike Odysseus’ estate far more h fn thcoresstv:;‘n]:il;zg;‘;h‘: tended
. Under:the porch ofa hut he discovered him sittin His farm d
Loftily builded, was here in a site with a beautiful prospect. g- myard,

Goodly and great was the yard, and a rup was a
Built it himself for the swine in the years when hj
Saying thereof no word to his ladf)r and agéd Laertes,

Stones he had dragged from afar for the kraal and with thorns he had fenced jt
Round it he ran a stockaded enclosure on this and on that side— .
Stakes right sturdy and close, that he cleft from the core of the oak-
Then in the midst of the yard he erected a dozen of pig-sties,

One by the side of the other, as beds for the swine ; and in each one
Penned was a herd of the wallowin g beasts, full fifty together,
Females for breeding—the males had an outer enciosure tosleep in;

Also the number was smaller by far, for the arrogant suitors

Ate and diminished them ever, commandin g the swineherd to send them
Alway the beast that of all of the fat-fed hogs was the finest.

Thus was the number of males of the swine three hundred and sixty.
Savage as ravening beasts, were always watching beside them -
Four fierce dogs that the swineherd had trained with the hand of a master.
Now was the man to his feet adjusting a couple of sandals,

Cutting them out of the hide of an ox bright-coloured. His fellows

Each with a drove of the swine were hither and thither departed,

Three of them—while that another, the fourth, he had sent to the city
Driving a boar ;—since so had the insolent suitors commanded, :
Wishing to slau ghter the beast and to feast to their souls’ satisfaction.

tree.

Now of a sudden the dogs, incessantly watching and ba-rking,
Saw him and rushed at him, raising a yelp—but the wily Odysseus ;
Warily crouched on the ground, down-dropping the staff that he carried.
Then at the farm of the which he was lord foul hurt had he suffered,

ad not the swineherd, on feet right active hurrying after, :

un to the courtyard gate, down-dropping the hide that he carried,

houted abuse on the dogs and chased them to this and to that side
; hOWCring stones ; then turning he spake to Odysseus, his master :
*Ay, ina moment more, old man, they had torn thee to pieces,



reat disgrace were fallen upon me |
ds have sent me, and sorrow: ;

for ever and wailing theloss of a godli

g and I batten his swine—yet Ofly ir‘lk;rdmcaster

Others may €at while craving for food he is wanderin :

Begging his pread in a distant land or a city of stran g somewhere,
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: o the cottage returni
Led him within, and he strewed for a cor:ch}txhszfg'tO]S SOl swinelierd
Spreading above them the fell of alon g-haired ranches of brushwood
Shaggy and large, that he used for a bed ; and (f);’»oat of the mountains ;
So to be welcomed, and spake to he swi ; and Odysseus was joyful ’
el strafgcr amt;l e lsjwu?eherd, and thus he ad{irli: :
All that o ibrentin ;'cturr?tf er immortals, to grant thee s
Him then in answer ad or thy kindly reception.”
2 : addressed these words E e
C ght, if a guest still incherd:
Bame tomy door, to disdain him. "Ti 7 poorer than thou beest
Ssgtg arsand guests; though small be 1; Cl}?qur Father that sendeth
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ot on the skewers, with barley-meal a]] whit .
{_F{[inc then sweet as the honey he mixed ip 4 mfgcrie;?a“kled. Odnicy
gat him adown in the f:ro.nt of his guest and addressed hii; and urged hi X1y
« Eat now, stranger— "T'is fare that a thra]l i permitted to offe iah 77115
guckling. The fat-fed hogs are eaten alone by the suitors s
Men that regard not the wrath of the gods nor the call Of::om assi
Yea and the blesséd immortals approve not Iniquitous actions? o
Honour they pay to the justice of men and to all that is rightec,ms
Even unprinci pled men who as ravagersland in a country :

Home of a foreign folk—should Zeus vouchsafe them a bc’)ot

So that they fill their vessels and sail straight back to the homeland—
Even on these there falls great dread of the anger of heaven

While these others . . . it’s something they know—some \:vhisper of Rumour
Touching his mournful fate—that hath rendered them alway unwilling
Fairly to woo or return to their homes. In disdainful composure
Recklessly all the estate they despoil, and the waste is unendin g.

Every morning and night which Zeus our Father vouchsafes us
Slaughter of victims is made—not of one, nor of two, but of many ;

Yea and the store of the wine they diminish by recklessly drawing.
Truly his wealth was'unspeakably great. Such riches had no one,
None of the princes that dwell on the dark expanse of the mainland,
Nor on the Ithacan isle. The possessions of twenty together

Equalled it never. But come, I will reckon and fully recount it
Cattle—a dozen of droves, and a dozen of flocks, on the mainland ;
Pigs—twelve droves ; and as many the wandering goats that he owneth.
These by his own and by alien herds are driven to pasture.

Here too pasture his goats—and the number of flocks is eleven—
Ranging the uttermost ends of the island with goatherds to guard them.
Daily doth each of the men bring one of his flock to the suitors,
Choosing the beast that of all of the fat-fed goats is the finest—

Ayand myself, whose task is to guard and attend to the pigs Ifle:?,

Ever I carefully choose them the hog that is fattest and send it.

Thus did he speak ; but Odysseus partook of the flesh an d.thc wine-bowl

Eagerly, sittin g insilence and plotting the doom of the suitors. :
hen, when at last he had dined and his heart was contented with eating,

Filling a vessel—the cu p that he used for his drinkin g—the swineherd

ffered it brimmin g with wine ; and he took it, and gladdened in spirit

9pened his lips in response, and with swift-winged words he addressed him:

- Who was it now, good friend, whose riches bought thee as servant?

ho was the master so wealthy and mighty, of whom thou relatest— 0
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4 perished, thou say'st, in avenging the king Agamemnop |
He that hath P ¢! for perhaps I have seen such man as thou sayest, |
7y Tellme his name Zeus and the other immortals in heaven

oo et T hav wanderd
Whethe

Odyssey

e Eumaeus master of swineherds :

: an, that a wanderer comes who reporteth
« Oft doth ;,L:]i}; ;Zl.dpl;-suadcth my lady or dea!' young master,
Tidings— ot is wont, when he hopes for a kindly reception,
Many 2 vagr:l and he cares not at all for the truth of his story.
Lies to ";;iil::;ing wight that arrives at the Ithacan island
g."cé}’t;: his way to the queen and brings some tissue of falsehoods ;
All;ls}fe receiveth with kindness and plieth them closely w.ith questions,
Grieving at every word, while tears fall fast from her eyelids,
Fen as a woman is wont when afar hath perished her husband.
Thou too, gaffer, methinks wouldst forge some fabulous ﬁc'tlon
Quickly enough, were one to present thtfc a n:.lantle and tunic.
Ah but I doubt that the dogs and the swift-winged fowls will be tearing
Long since all of the skin from his bones, and the spirit hath left them ;
Else in the deep he was eaten of fishes, and now on the sea-shore
Lieth his skeleton bleaching and swathed in the coils of a sand-drift.
Yea he is perished afar, and hath left us in sorrow who loved him,
All of us—mostly howbeit myself, since never another
Master as kind shall I meet, how far soever I wander,
Not ifagain to the house I returned of my father and mother,
Even the home in the which I was born and was reared by my parents.
Nor isit longer for them that I mourn—though often I sorrowed,
Yearning to see them again and to find me again in my homeland—
No—but alonging doth hold me for him that is gone—for Odysseus.
Merely to mention his name, O stran ger, as one that is absent,
Paineth my heart—for he loved me indeed and he cared for me truly—
Rather, although he is far, I will call him my lord and my brother.”

Forthwith answering spak

Him then in answer a
“Friend, as thou who
Never again will rety
So I will state j¢ not o
Home is returning O
First on the day whe

ddressed long-suffering godlike Odysseus :

lly deniest my words and declarest thy master

rn, and incredulous still is thy spirit,

nly in words ; with an oath I assure thee

dysseus. A gift for the news thou shalt give me
Then shalt they o n he hither arriveth and reacheth his homestead 3
Ere he arriyes “}; othe me in beautiful raiment—in mantle and tunic;
188 Will Inothing accept, though sorely I need it.




ateful to me as the portal of death and of Hades 5 fe]
Maketh himself who induced by his poverty uttereth :'glihoods Odyssey
First then witness it Zeus, and this table whereqt | am welcomed. X
Yeaand the heartl} to the which T am come of the noble Odysse : i
Verily all these thin gs that I t_cll thee shall find a fulfilment ')' us,
Whilst this year on 1ts path still circles return shall OdYSSeu.s
Even as this moon dies and the new-born moon is aPPearing’
Yea he shall come to hlS‘hOl’pc and shall smite with a terribje vengeanc
Those who dishonour his wife and insult his llustrious oﬁ"Spring.g’ SR

Him then in answer addressed these words Eumaeus the swineherd :

« Never, I fear, old man, shall I give thee a gift for thy tidings ; '
Never again to his home will Odysseus return—But, I pray fhie

Drink and be still, or of something besides let us think | and recall not
This to my mind ; for it maketh the heart in the bosom within me
Grievously suffer whenever my dear true master is mentioned.
Touching thy oath—we will leave it to heav’'n ; and I pray that Odysseus
Yet may return ; ’tis the hope of myself and of Penelopeia,

Yea and of ageéd Laertes and Telemachus the heroic,

Ah but for him I am terribly troubled—this son of Odysseus,
Telemachus. By the grace of the gods as a sapling he H"c')urishcd,

Till I had almost believed that as man he was destined to equal

Even his own dear father—so goodly his form and his favour.

Then, of a sudden his reason was thrown from its balance (I know not
Whether by man or immortal) and, tidings to seek of his father,

Now he is journeyed to Pylos the fair, and the arrogant suitors

Lurking in ambush await his return, that from Ithaca’s island

All of the race of the hero Arceisius wholly shall perish.

Well, we will leave it to heaven to let him be taken or let him

Safely escape—should Zeus hold o’er him a hand to protect him.

Come now, speak of thyself, old man, and recount me t}}y troubles.

One thing firstly relate me exactly, for fain will I know it:

Who art thou?  Whence art thou come? Tell too of thy city and parents.
Whose was the vessel whereon thou hast come? How haps it that sailors
Brought thee to Ithacan land? What folk do they boast to bclong to?
Seeing, methinks, it was never on foot that thou hither arrivedst.

Him then in answer addressed lon g-suffering godlike Odysseus :
- Well now, all of the truth will I tell thee and clearly explain it.
ould that we two had abundance of sweet strong wine and of viands
uch as to last so long as we willed to remain in thy cottage (80



: letting the others betake them to labour.,
Odyssey Qui.ctl)' feasgjrig‘:gg]c ofagycar were filled by my story
X1y Easily even t hed the tale of the sorrows my spirit ,hafh suffered,
105 . 25 Brel had finis .| T wrought by the will of the I?lcssed immortals,
All of the tril‘t’}?at [ come from the widespread island of Creta,
First I avow t ¢ lacking in wealth—nor in sons was he lacking.

Child ofa ?}‘]‘L’; "1215 born and was bred in the halls of his palace,
gﬁ?{){, ﬁ;oborn of a wife that was wed ; but a slave was my mother,

__vet like to a rightful son he esteemed me,
Boughtl_‘;sf?alsi?:: wggsc blood I cagn boast to belong to.
I(—:I?tbc;rrthg people of Creta was honoured like an immortal
Both for his glorious sons and his goodly estate and his r:c.hes.
Now did the dread Death-Fates to him come, and dcpamf]g. they bare him
Down to the mansion of Hades. At once the estate they d-xwdcd_,
These high-spirited youths, and by casting of lots they assi gned it.
Me they apportioned a share i ght scanty, but gave mea dw.ellm g,
Whither I took me a wife, whose kindred had many possessions,
Men who respected my valour—for then I was neither a weakling
Nor in the battle a coward . . . but now it is gone ! it is over!
Yet e'en so, from the stubble methinks thou’lt make a conjecture
What was the grain—for indeed past telling is all that I suffered.
Courage was ever vouchsafed me by Ares and Pallas Athene,
Courage that bursteth the ranks of the battle. Whene'er for an ambush
All of the bravest I chose, designing a raid on the foemen,
Ne'er in my valiant heart was a boding of death or of danger ;
Far to the front of the others I sprang with my spear, and I slaughtered
Every foe that by swiftness of foot was unable to flee me.
Such was I ever in war ; but I loved not the labour of tillage,
Neither the care of a home nor to rear me a glorious offspring.
Ships were ever the joy of my heart, and the oarage of vessels,
}I’}}:‘*‘i;af;d_t}f weapons of war, bright-polished lances and arrows,
Welléj_ ?gelti Pﬁ;zgt{l toh\tlew and arousing abhorrence in others.
This occupatigon 1s ;?c:sil:gg Stf oondcga::lvcf tt}(l)a[tnt)t; l;fxgthtcc; e
ﬁl':; gz_the Trojan shores were landed the sons of Achaea
. ;Ezi:;flia?dy of fighters in fleet-winged vessels
T, Wh:t &alr]d ﬁmmcnse was the spoil that we captured.
Much]a cquired b ‘31‘8. ted my heart of the boot:y, and later
Till ere long] beca}rrn ot; and my house grew rapidly richer,
Now when the war v:aze:pected and feared by the Cretans.

190 rdained by the Father who speaketh in thunder




(Hateful emprise, that hath loosened
Me did the people command, with Id
Unto the Ilian city to lead with the v
Means to refuse we possessed, for the

the knees of s many a fighter 1)
omeneus the heroic,
essels; noran

voice of the people was urgent,

ine years long did we battle around it, we sons of Ach
%11 inythe tenth, \_Nhen at last we had plundered the cityazifl',Priam
Homeward we sglled—.—and a god drave widely apart the Achaeans
Then was my ruin devised, ah me, by the all-wise Father, :
Onlya month in my home I remained, and Ijoyed in my children
Joyed in the wife of my youth and my riches; but shortly thereafter
Unto the river of Egypt my spirit impelled me to voyage
Taking on ships well-fitted a band of herojc companions,
Nine I equipped, and the men right speedily gathered together.
Then for the next six days made merry my faithful companions,
Constantly feasting on many a victim, wherewith I supplied them
Both for oblation and also to furnish themselves with a ban quet,
Till, on the seventh, embarking, the widespread island of Creta
Soon we had left, and impelled by a fair fresh breeze of the North Wind
Easily sped, as it were down-current, not one of the vessels
Suffering any mishap ; and in safcty we sat and in comfort

Watching them held to their course by the favouring wind and the steersman.

Five days later we came to the fair broad stream of Aegyptus,
Here, in the river of Egypt, I stationed my twy-beaked galleys.

Then did I issue an order to all of my trusty companions
Quietly there to remain at the side of the vessels and guard them
While that I sent forth scouts to explore from the neighbouring outlooks.
Yielding however to wanton desires and arrogant boldness
Soon they invaded the beautiful fields of the people of Egypt,
Wasting the country and taking away both women and children,
Slaughtering also the men ; and the cry reached quickly the city.
These then, hearin g the shout, as the new-born day was appearing
Came, and the whole of the plain seemed full of the footmen and horses,
Full of the flashin g of bronze ; and the god who delighteth in thunder
Cast on my comrades a panic so fearful that none had the courage
Firmly to stand and to face them—for danger was pressing on all sides. ]
oW of my friends with the edge of the sword full many they slaughtered,
any they captured and led them away to the labours of bondsmen,
hile for myself—it was Zeus that again suggested the ccgunscl——-
ould I had died with the rest and encountered my destiny there too,
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