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PREFACE

N his Lectures on Translating Homer Matthew Arnold advi
have nothing to do with side questions—such as the
ever existed. I should rather say that
§ antiquarian, or philological, or other side questions, it is best for him to give
a wide berth to theoretics and polemics.
. fulfils Matthew Arnold’s requirements by ¢ readin

intimacy with what is so beautiful and so restful—he will shrink with pain
from the Babel and the acrimony of literary disputation, and will feel much
inclined to say nothing at all, knowing full well that, whatever he may say or
may leave unsaid, his work will have to speak for itself. But I have been asked
to write a Preface, and must do so.

(. I shall state briefly the origin and the object of my version and the main
principles that have guided me. Also I shall give what information may seem
likely to prove interesting or useful on the subject of the metre—some of it
highly superfluous for scholars ; and lastly I shall explain the pronunciation
of the more difficult Greek names that occur in the poem.

" QL It was many years ago, in Central Africa, that I first conceived the wish to
translate the Odyssey. At that time Dante, Homer and Shakespeare were often
my only companions, save those well-loved épinpes e'*ra?pot.—my faithful blacks ;
and while exploring the unknown regions and navigating the stormy waters
of Nyasa I re-read the Wanderings of Odysseus with an interest very different

* from that with which I had studied them formerly for academical purposes,
and I was so deeply moved by the poem that I naturally felt a desire to share
my pleasure with others. : ‘ .
Q. I knew, of course, that English translations existed—some of t.hf-:m of high
literary merit ; but what I longed to do was to reproduce the original, as far
as might be, in its simplicity, its directness and its .rapldfty-—:-charactens.tlcs
which were, as far as I could remember, scarcely discernible in the metrical
versions that I had seen. I longed to producea translation which, although
perhaps not constructed after the rules ?f any literary Bcck.meSS?r, might act, 5}‘:
to speak, as a good conductor for transmitting some of the vibration, the warhrr_lth
and the impetuosity of the poem—some ofthat fascinating mﬂuc:n(}:]c walbclc
Homer’s simple, direct, rapid narration exercised on me—and thézs mig tci?encc

~ readers ignorant of Greek to follow the story with ease, an FO'C"IP
something of the same pleasure as those feel who can read the original.

i i d when at last under
@, This wish remained dormant for many years, an :
favouring ilnﬁucnccs it revived and demanded a form I found myself obliged

: familiar
~ to consider what form I should choose for it. The more I had become fa vii
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like Homer, is truly great _and beautiful, the more

here is nO affinity between sgch thmgs_and affectation, and
1 had pcrccivcd that :m:l more determined to avoid everything affected, quaint,
I had become more

: o ;
: » ¢ poetical, —t0 clear my mind of cant, as Dr. Johnson
archaic, ¢literary, PC and the maxims of the so-called literary person,

. - e jargon p . .
advises—t0 1gnorctg uélc E diction natural, simple, v1gox:0ucsl, dlrSCt’l' such ag
ur
and to endeavo I also felt more and more determined to be literal, as

Homer himsclf_' ?Sei. with a natural, unaffected, idiomatic diction—to give, as
far as was consisten

nearly as possible, just whatB
as he said it—to act up to row
In translation, if you please,
Fxact |—No pretty lying that improves
Ty suit the modern taste !

i at
Preface with Homer and with what

Homer said, and to give it, as far as possible, just
ning’s maxim :

Moreover 1 felt more and more convinced that in ortaicr 50 a.tt}?mh my object I
must choose 2 rhythm'ic?al form. 1 was, therefore, faced with the question :
ical form
g}gi;t?,yghn;tlhir in couplets or in stanzas, I rejected at once. It seemed to
me essentially alien to Homer, and perhaps I was somewhat influenced by the
dislike with which the Greeks and Romans seem to have regarded it, and by
memories of the ridicule attaching to Cicero’s unlucky ¢ O fortunatam natam me
consule Romam !’ Besides, I felt that it would necessitate paraphrase and ¢ pretty
lying,’ and would ruin the continuous flow of the narrative ; and all these
reasons of mine were confirmed and supplemented later by Matthew Arnold’s
Lectures, which I first saw after I had translated about two Books.
@ As for the ballad-form, it seemed to me still more alien to Homer than
even rimed couplets or stanzas. The merits of the English ballad are something
totally different from the merits of Homer’s poetry, and, although on rare
occas.ions it rises toa pathos almost comparable with that of the Odyssey, it is
?ssocnat’cd, alas, with a great deal that is very prosaic, very banal, very ¢ pert and
Jf:::;ng;t;ggdth;ogfiaei;rpctﬁ (:-ZS(; as Matthew Arnold well says, ¢ no capacity
: ver a ballad-form had for me the insuperable

ochctxon. that it di(‘i not allow line-for-line translation or any possibility of
reproducing Homer’s forms of expression.

@, Blank verse, again, seemed
The grandeur of Milton (
and the grandeur of Hom

to have other and perhaps greater disadvantages.
to quote Matthew Arnold once more) is one thing
is that of the p2 ferm =5 another. The general movement of blank verse

#—the strong, determined effort of upward motion ;

a

pauses and its phrasin Snk verse, with its laboured movement, its system ©
viii g so entirely different from that of Homer, would have



necessitated more than
the original.
. Thus, by a process of elimination, T was reduce
had some similarity or analogy to the rhythm of H
Q.1 did not at once conclude that it Was necessary or :
Homer’s mesre, for I knew that (is Calvcrlcy wcﬁy " etven advisable to adopt
of a rhythm may be secured without servile infita!:i; outf)' e il
Homer’s swing and rapidity might possibly be re rodn od metre, and that
analogous to the hexameter, such as that of Tenn soﬁ’ ;CC In some metre
(. But I failed in my quest, and began to think o}t(” adc't‘i t_ﬂydge @“Maeidune.
a time I did attempt to use—some line ro hl | oE= Ao,
ughly resembling the old hexameter -
for I myself was then somewhat strongly affected by the widespread prejudice
against the hexameter pure and simple. I fancied it mightpgza fsg?{)llldl:e
accomrrfod'ate t_hc ‘l?arbarous hexarpcter’ to the requirements of modeli crit isisrg
by furnlshlpg it with an anacrusis—that is, with one or two, or even three
short hoppmg s.yllable.s prefixed to the line as a kind of ¢ take-off,’ such as oné
has sometimes in music before the actual air begins. Also I thought it micht
prevent monotony—of which some critics of the hexameter so bitterly complgain
—if one adopted a very rough, jolting kind of rhythm, like that of Clough’s
Bothie, and paid scant attention to spondees and dactyls, using almost any kind
of < foot’ and depending almost entirely on the vigour of the language and the
effect of several good thumping stresses to pull one through the verse, in the
same way as in many a well-known line of Shakespeare, Milton, or Dante, the
scansion does not stand the tests of the syllable-counter, but the rhythm of the
tl];ougilt and the vigour of the words carry one, like a great wave, over all
obstacles.
@, Then, for a time, I was rather taken by Worsley’s suggestion that we
might perhaps adopt as the ending of the typical English hexameter the rhythm
— o u|— | — — (e.g. “sails of the black-hulled vessel,’ instead of ¢sails of
the beautiful vessel’). This rhythm occurs fairly frequently in Homer and
rarely in Virgil and is decidedly effective when occasionally used ; * but I soon
discovered that after a few consecutive lines it becomes very wearisome, even
when varied with the more usual and (in English especially) far more
musical rhythm — —|— v u]— - (e.g. ¢ dark-eyed sons of Achaea’).
Q. Thus, step by step I was driven back to Homer’s metre, and at last I began
to ask myself : Why not try that ? :
@, Well—I had read most that had been written against the English hexa-
meter. I knew Tennyson’s bitter lines (though I had never discovered AgaIn:
what “ barbarous experiments’ they were launched), and I knew Lord Derby's

* In the Preface to his second volume Worsley gives several passages from the Odyssey translated in
this rhythm, X

b

€ y
P lhaps an Othcr metrc thc Wh(ﬂesalc recasting Off J
Teface

d to some rhyth i
oer gt



]’r(/h‘f‘t‘

f the hexameters and the amusing couplet directed againgt
¢ pestilent heresy 0 |
Schiller and oethe, namely

In Weimar und 1 J€

na macht man He;camet;; avte der ;
' eter sind doch noch excelienter.

45;’:' ;fiz dP ;’;’f}:’ose who profcs§ed to have a delicate ear for the
Moreover I was ”l’] (:rno man, woman Of child, unl?ss they knew Greek or
mus.ic of ot ¢ El'zc any rhythm at all in the En ghsh. hexameter.
Latin, could rccca}%rll hand I felt mySelf, and I was certain that every man and
@ But on Ehshﬁzl f‘:ho understood English must feel, the wondrous rhythm of
woman an

How art thou fallen from Heav'n, O Lucifer, Son of the Morning !

—perhaps the finest bit of music in our language, and a perfect English
?Ee)inmdcttifén I remembered not a few other grand argd musica} gombinations
of English words -1 hexameter rhythm, or something very similar, such as
¢ the Lord God omnipotent reigneth’; and I l?cthought me of many a well-
known and popular English poem (to say nothing of Evangeline and Andromeda
and the Bothie) the metre of which is composed of dactyls and spondees, or of
anapaests, and has a much nearer affinity to the hexameter than to the iambic
or trochaic metres of ordinary English verse. I found that such poems are
more numerous than I had imagined and that they are to be found on almost
every slope of our English Parnassus, from the lowly habitat of ¢ Old Mother
Hubbard” to the levels of ‘I am monarch of all I survey, of ¢ The Assyrian
came down,’ of the Hymn to Proserpine,and of Tennyson’s Voyage of Maeldune.
@, This Voyage of Maeldune is one of the most musical poems in English
literature, and its metre is very nearly that of the hexameter.*®

@@, Moreover (and this is a point of much importance, as we shall see) the
beauty of its lines, though of course mainly due to the exquisite choice of
words, is also to some extent due to two other reasons, viz. the coincidence of
stress and length (which shall be explained later) and the contrast between the

light, rippling dactyls and the sonorous, dignified spondees. How wonderfully
beautiful, for instance, are these lines !

And the brooks glittered on in the I '
_ ght without sound, and the lon, waterfalls
Poured in a thunderless plunge to the base of the mountain wa!l.r.g

A e : - - : - - - et
nd the red passion-flower to the cliffs and the dark-blue clematis clung,

And starr'd wi :
. sp_’ t’ d ";"f: a myriad blossom the long convolvulus hung

1te of this proo i
* Technically speaking it ip f that a metre composed on somewhat the same

. 5 la . . i .
rimed hexameter lopped of its fi rimed catalectic hexameter with or without anacrusis, ¢ #

-‘;’Hables as 2 ‘take-off’ nal syllablc and sometimes preccdcd by one or more light, tripplng



lines as the hexameter, without actu i

surprisingly beautiful effects in Eng?ilj}): bvecl:-]sg athI;: X?E:tg’ €an produce Prefuce
characteristics which, I think, make it hopelessly’un-Homc: 4nie-metre hds

bang at the end of the line, and the rime, e Rt

@, Thus germinated in my mind the conviction—and it has struck
every day during the last four years—that for the object which I had 11-
only p9351b1e ‘metre was Homer’s own metre; that is to say, the most acc

imitatu?n of it that was consistent with a natural, vigorous ,idiomatic dic‘iratc

(. But it may be well, for the sake of those who are unfamiliar with the meas:]on.

to explain briefly the main characteristics of the metre used b Hom?:',

after which it will be easier for me to describe and illustrate the fortu);cs of tht:.
English hexameter, and to explain the principles by which I have been guided

(I. The hexameter is so called because it is 2 measure consisting of six ¢ feet ; The ancient
The last foot is always a spondee (— —) or a trochee (— o). The fifth foog hesameler
is generally a dacty/ (— oo) but occasionally a spondee. The other four feet

may be either spondees or dactyls. Thus, the first line of Virgil’s Aeneid (I cite

Latin as Greek may cause difficulties) is scanned as follows :

oot dccpcr
n view the

Arma vir|lumque canlo Tro|jae qui | primus ab | oris.
€. Now, here are two things to be especially noticed :

[1] None of the feet, except the last, consists of a single word, but is formed
of portions of distinct words, so that the whole line s, as it were, jointed
together like some vertebrate creature. Lines have not always so
many joints as this one, but they need a joint (a caesura) especially in
the middle—in the third or, anyhow, in the fourth foot—to prevent
them falling into two similar, or nearly similar, halves. This line has
what are called weak breaks in the first, second and fifth feet, and strong
breaks in the third and fourth. It is easy to see that with all the many

ossible variations and combinations of dactyls and spondees, and with
all these different ways of breaking (or jointing) the line, the number
of different hexameters that can be constructed is very great, so that
there is no reason why the metre of Homer and Virgil should be more
monotonous than that of Shakespeare and Milton. 1

[2] Each foot is composed of either two or three syllables. These S);]Hab s
are either /ong or short. A syllable in Greek and Latin is Io-ng 4 enhlta
vowel is naturally long (as in cands, Trjae, primus and 0r7s), ?FHW :2
its vowel becomes long by position, ze. when the vowel is fo ?“{hc
by two or more consonants, which make the Pronunc?tlor;hg i
syllable need more of an effort, or take more time. Thus, ;

: ' nd if primas were followed by
syllable of Arma is necessarily long, a P

consonant instead of by a4, its final syllable would become long: xi



.

o verse is similarly based on the quantity’ ¢

ati : :
Greek and L few cxccptxons) necessarily either

i gliztljl;mé::;)’ yllable being (With JUt £
long or short.* .+ verse, as of most modern Verse, is based not
The Eugm(l.‘% he rh,}'thm of I’t’;g};;];l;) but on accent or Stress. . i
hexameler ¢ quantit)' ( En Beh \,}:rords have what one€ miglilt call ¢ quaﬂtltya op length;
€. Of courss, 1§ablcs take much more effort or time to pronounce than others,
that is, ccrtalln S)’S llable is unaccented while a short syllable may have a strop
and often a 1005 yThus in the word ¢ forest > the second syllable takes much
accent or Sress. han the first syllable, but the first is sharply

1 et

me and effort to pronounce tha '
:::?:Zit:d If we went by quantity, we shoulc} certainly have to regard the
word  forest ’ as an jambus (v —)> but nobody with any ear for rhythm would

it as such. : _
False princi- uﬂie};toi?ciii, some theorists, and even 2 few verse Writers, have insisted that.the
ples of con- English hexameter should be based, like the an_cwnt hcxarr.letcr, on .‘ quantity,’
druction guite jrrespectively of accent. The 1jesu1t of acting up to this theory is generally

something that cannot be recognized as a Verse by the ordinary English

reader. ; : .
The quanti- @ Sir Philip Sidney, one of the earliest writers of the English hexameter,
tative heza- copstructed his verses on this system, and on the whole they are quite unread-
meer  oble, though now and then, when by a happy chance the natural accent coincides

with his ‘longs,” the line is good enough, as
First shall | virtue be | vice and | beauty be | counted a | blemish.

@, Stanihurst, the collaborator of the well-known chronicler Holinshed,
translated (about 1600) Virgil's Zeneid into hexameters constructed on a similar
system—and very queer things they are. Those who are familiar with Virgil
will perhaps recognize a certain famous passage under the following disguise :

With tentive listning eache wight was settled in harckning.
:leen Jather Aeneas chronicled from lofty bed hautie :

T}zoag/z my queasy stomach that bloodse recital abhorreth,
You bid me, O Princesse, to scarrifie a festered old sore . . 2

@ This syst : : ity ’
ystem of constructing English hexameters on the basis of € quantity

* It is possible that in Virgi :

certain Eyllahles Eitd“:mf“gd’ and perhaps in Homer, accent (that is, the natural stress laid on

rhythm, whose :undulation “:if:gssanly long syllables) may have formed a kind of undercurrent 0

15 also often the case in Sd Id not always coincide with the rhythm of the ¢longs and shorts,’
good blank verse.” But we know too little on this subject to be able to f:‘-’cl

any certainty, Th
: s € accents whic . -
grammarians, in order to 4id iy h are used nowadays in Greek were invented by Alexandrine

. securi P . e
when the classical Greek was curing what they considered to be the right accentuation, at 2 fime

Greek, the verse of Homer see dying out as a spoken language. When read aloud by 2 modern

and ms to . . s
1d, of course, none to the English hcl;san:(:thave little or no affinity to the quantitative hexameter
er.

X11



without due attention—or in intentiona] Opposition—t

has been advocated by some modern theorists, * but nothi(:u h

‘from but a few rather grotesque and unreadable expcrimcngt as(licsulted there-

Arnold well says, the one thing necessary, if we are to hai; and, as-Matthcw

than such experiments, is that the English hexameter Shouldeb:ggi;n,gcb;t{tﬁr
adable

—should ‘read itself’—should have someth; €
lucidity of Homer himself. mething of the ease and rapidity ang

@. Now no one, I think, will den

the natural accent Prefyee

y that such lines as the following

themselves’: -
How art thou fallen from Heav'n, O Lucifer, Son of the Morning.  [fs.xiv, 12]
Clearly the rest I behold of the dark-eyed sons of Achaea. [f;'aw;re ]
Or, if you please, with the fork in the garden uprooting potatoes. [czong;]
Ower the sea, past Crete, on the Syrian shore to the southward. [ Kingsley)

Flashing she fell to the earth from the glittering heights of Olympus. [0d., 102)
Thine was the counsel that captured the wide-wayed city of Priam. [04d. xxii, 230]

a And-whcn we consider why such lines run easily and ‘ read themselves,” we
find it is because their basis is accentua/—because a natural stress, or accent,
falls strongly on just those syllables which occupy the places of the ¢ longs’
in the old hexameter, and because all the syllables occupying the places of
the “shorts ’ are light and unemphasized.

@, Therefore, in spite of all theories to the contrary, I believe that Matthew
Arnold is right when he says : “I think prudent criticism must recognize in the
current English hexameter (that is, the accentual, as distinguished from the guan-
titative hexameter) afact which cannotso lightlybe setaside : it must acknowledge
that by this hexameter the English ear and the genius of the English language
have in theirown way adopted, have translated for themselves, the Homeric hexa-
meter, and that a rhythm which has thus grown up, which is thus in a manner
the production of nature, has in its general type something necessary and in-
evitable, something which admits change only within _narrowthmlts sipod|
think, therefore, that the prudent critic will feel that in _Enghsh poetry the
hexameter, if used at all, must be in the main the English hexameter now
current,” X

(., But, most unfortunately, many of the advocates of the ¢ accentual ’ against ey
the ¢ quantitative hexameter’—that is, the ¢ current English hexameter” against ., ,
the hexameter of Sidney and Stanihurst—have madc: a fatal m'lstakc 1F Lnalfl-
taining that quantity (length, weight) does not exist at all in fngl;i:c,or?l::’
if it does, that it is a quantité nigligeable. Anylow My . car. 163 with its
ever more and more impatient of the ordinary English hexametce

* For example, by Mr. Spcd:]ing, the Averroes of Bacon. i
)




Preface disregar

. cour of a line seeming to m
1 —the beauty and Vige ¢ to
: dd ofnlc;u(a;tltt}' . idence of quantity and accent, and on the use of
epend mal
true spondee ' .de a serious attempt €0 advocate and acclimati
. 1. who made a SETl , 3 Mmatize
@G. The first, I think, Robert Southey.* ~ But his ¢ principles of adapta-

exameter was .
the accentual h . the free use of the trochee (— v) instead of the

i 4 them, such :
:ﬁ?s;i}r?geza(l-lf- —) and the licence of using any foot of two or three syllables

s o to be totally false. Moreover, th
he beginning of the line, seem Wity ; : r, the
?ﬁ'ﬁ:nzivcgtone gof his hexametric Vision of Fudgment (a Elc;ﬁcat.lon of King
George the Third even more odiously offensive than Seneca’s comic ¢ pumpkin-
fication ’ of the Emperor Claudius) would in any case have done more to damn
than to popularize the metre. ; ; :
@ In 1846 there appeared in Blackwood's Magazine 2 translation of I/iad I and
of I/iad XXIV into English hexameters. It was, as Mr. Blackwood informs
me, by Sir Walter Scott’s son-in-law and biqgrapher, Lockhart. In regard
to metre these hexameters are, I think, a great improvement on Southey’s ; but
the general effect seems to me to be very flat and dull. However, this attempt
to render Homer in his own metre excited a good deal of interest and
admiration. Letters of approval, mingled with criticisms and suggestions,
appeared in the Magrfxzine, signed M. L., but written, it seems, by that
modern Pico dt_:lla Mirandola, the famqus Dr. Whewell, Master of Trinity
College, Cambridge, who had already printed a not very successful hexametric
version of portions of Goethe’s Hermann und ‘Dorothea.
%o?kn}?:?tcr I‘ind ?l{nore important fact resulted from these hexameters of
the scale in fs\?ogu: ztfv t;}“’asthCh takenl? o e banc
e hexamet ARt
what metre to adopt for his Ewiz‘:’/gew SEAC wa abous ) constdering
€. Longfellow’ LIS
Wms}é isog shltuefva;nctel:s have been criticized very severely, and doubtless
: g en he says that “ we ough : S Atacmi
use of irregular feet and that rand By avoid the indiscriminate
e adra_n om accumulation of consonants which gives
verses of Longfell%)w.” g.ul?n:rl}? 8 f’ﬁ;&ct to many of the otherwise beautiful
hardly be otherwise bcautifu;, f‘t gs blundering and floundering’ can perhaps
; but no one with an ear for the music of

* Probably influenced
E by the su e
the immense popularity of th ccess of the version of Homer by Voss in German hexameters and by

: € iter” ;
g The rules laid down and ;:::tcl:iswdr l::r SR ol s e Dor i,
l""“h")’a especially his rejection of ; y Dr. Whewell appear to me as fatally false as those of
ength of syllables. But, as the true spondee in favour of the trochee, and %is disregard of the

unaffected as is also the case wi o .
form of expression that, as it sce:;th Lockbart, it is mainly the want of a direct, Vigorous,

lines :
i to me, makes his verses unreadable. Here are tWo
¢ would be perh
: W ] perhaps content wi
X1v ho this knew and used, and e i a5 yoorse were;
) would peevish be to be better.”



words, or with any feeling for poetry, can fail to find n
¢ tenderly elegant’ (as Matthew Arnold calls it) but als
beautiful in Evangeline, in spite of its fault
criticism.

(. In connexion with this point it may be interesti

Ar ﬂOId. once more. “I think,” he says, “)trhat the dislil{::l %ftt(:)hehEcI?]r l?fhatlihew
meter is rather among the professional critics than among the gcnc%al pubei?:-.

ot only much that ;
that is p.c
0 much that is truly fi

y metre, and in spite of up-to-date

this. I think that if a version of the I/izd * in English
lt;y a poet v;rho, like Mr_. Lon gfello_w, l:)as that indeﬁnabl.e quality which renders
im popular—something attractive in his talent, which communicates itself
to his verses—it would have a great success among the general public.”
. In a passage that I have already quoted from Matthew Arnold’s Lecures True princi-
he speaks of the possibility of certain changes’ being introduced into the ples of con-
current English hexameter which, combined of course with other and more ™"
important factors, might give us a readable and attractive result. I believe that
such changes are well and briefly summed up in Worsley’s advice “ to consult
the claims of scansion as much as possible, though never at the expense of a
true accentual rhythm, the ear alone being the supreme arbiter in all English
versification.”
@ It is, I believe, through their violation of this principle that modern
writers of the English hexameter have for the most part failed—for I fear we
must allow that they have failed, in spite of the brilliant but apparently
transitory popularity of Evange/ine.
{, Perhaps this needs a little elucidation, so I will here give some of the rules
that I believe to be involved in this principle—rules which I did not deduce
theorctically but learnt by experience and tested by practice, and which com-
pelled me to recast a very considerable amount of the first half-dozen Books
that I had translated.+
[1] The accents (stresses) should fall naturally and strongly on the syllables

that occupy the places that the “longs’ occupy in the old metre.

Such a syllable should itself be, as far as possible, long_, heavy, em-

phatic, or weighted with meaning when somewhat short in pronuncia-

tion—a syllable that makes one pause to think, such as a monosyllabic

verb, noun, adjective, emphatic adverb or conjunction—or that syllable

in a longer word which bears the weight of the meaning.
* My own feeling is that the English hexameter is the only right metre for 2

reproduce the rapid onward movement of the Odyssey. The Iliad is more dramatic an

and I d t feel qui bout it. : i
It Viz. Books V to XIL I then tackled I to V, and lastly XTII to XXIV. I mention thi

: : t
because I should prefer the later books to be regarded as that part of my work in which the metre
keeps most closely to my principles. 23

ttempting to
d rhetorical,




Pl"t:)‘ ace

. the places of the ¢shorts’ .(fu‘-’- the last twq
(2] The syilablcs gccgggt‘;%) shoﬁld be, as f:ar as possible, short, light,
syllables U ticles, unemphatic copulas, pronouns,* shory

. et h as ar * » .
unemphatic—SUu¢ ‘s, short prefixes and terminations in longer

hatic auxiliar : : .
and unel;llfnd words, and never (even if short in pronunciation) any
or comp

monosyllable of dissy;}ab:;cv;hat makes one pause to think, such as 3
ctive. ;
verb, a nouor;;d fef(‘i‘_“_a__J; should be used, especially for the second anq
] Tﬁz ;'gll;rt;f feet. 'The trochee (— v) should be esche?ved.'l"

; . 1ation of all these three rules we might take many
(Lc’iromfrlluSt;at?int:cofwg:ulthcy, Lockhart, Dr. Whewell anc_l others. For
3?0]ationsyof [2] let us take Kingsley’s Aﬂdr:ameda,-a poem which, except for
this characteristic, I greatly admire. The Jewcl—hl_(c richness of the diction
and the vigour and directness of the expression put it on a level far.above the
range of mere scansion-criticism, but, nevertheless, I cannot feel satisfied with
the following dactyls (and there are plenty more of this type to be found in
Andromeda), for one of the two final syllables of the foot is either unmistakably
long in time, or is far too weighted with meaning : slow-footed ; all gathered ;

golden-haired ; home-going ; sea-gulls swept ; (til] the) boy red with (anger) ; (a?)

length she looked (forth). Such dactyls make the poem seem to me like richly
harmonized music full of painful faults in rhythm.

@ Then in reference to [3] take such a line as this one by Calverley (known
as a master of metre and a severe critic of Evange/ine) :

As in the | heights of | heav'n the | moon . . .

and compare it with lines of Kingsley in which he uses the true spondee with
fine effect, e.g. :

Lifting her | long white | arms wide-|spread to the | walls of the | basalt . . .
Fealrmg the [ stars of the | sky and the | roll of the | dark-blue | water . . .
or with the line by Dr. Hawtrey before quoted :

Clearly the rest I behold of the dark-eyed sons of Achaea.

gcgissides';;‘e above-given rules a matter of great importance is that of the
: ¢ typical English hexameter should retain the caesura of the

ancient i :
: Pmmu;cl::llz the third or fourth foot ; but I think that a greater variety of
S0 copulas are of course sometimes emphasized and can be used as ¢longs.’

rot ;
ote hee, wee, etc. ‘The words and, for, and a few others may, I think, be

horts accord;
lend 2 word length (we ding to the context, Pause, position and emphasis may of course

: ight). In such
: cases : :
indeed often necessary in scanning Homer® one has to apply to common sense for guidance, as 1

(Zeus),” although falseve intentionally retained some word, such as
word or allowir%g m}'sclsfp: gﬁees, because there was only a choice betw

4 ght metrical irregularity,

“sacred,” ‘bronzen,’ ¢Father
een renouncing the one right
such as Homer sometimes allows himself.



break, and of rhythm, should be alloweq than would
Latin or Greek hexameters. For such rhythms
@, But it cannot be repeated too often that in

;:}tltctmhﬁ:s ;‘; Pl;f});{i)icchzeagsglc f}é:_sc——n}etrc is of secondary importance, The #econdary

y g Ing 1s of far more importance ¥mportance
poets are great firstly because they are poets, and secondly because th
masters of metre ; and also for the translator there are ' 2t
_ . questions of far greater
importance than that of scansion—one of these questions being th
diction, of the choice of words and forms of expression. But to cgnte g
this question at all adequately would lead me too far afield Norl‘.lnt'o
necessary that I should do so, for, firstly, I can refer to Matthew Arnl-;ldl’;
Lectures—to all he says about directness, rapidity, dignity, Shakespearean
liberty, vigour, idiom, the avoidance of grotesqueness, quaintness, affectation
oddity., dialect, etc., as containing a full and accurate * account ,of my owr;
creed in this matter ; and, secondly, I prefer to offer to the reader my work
in which I have carried out my principles as well as I could, rather than to
weary him with theories. Whether I have succeeded in producing a version
which will serve as a satisfactory medium between Homer and English
readers and will help them to follow the story with ease and pleasure, lies on
the knees of the gods. The very great and ever-increasing encouragement
that I have received from those (and they are many) who have heard the
thing read aloud, as well as from not a few eminent scholars, makes me hope
that it may be so. If not, then I shall have an ample reward in the
memory of the intense and long-continued happiness which I have enjoyed
while engaged in the work, much of which was done during my wanderings
and clamberings amidst the mountains of Switzerland.

@, The following letter (printed here with the kind consent of G. A.
Macmillan, Esq.) seems to me very interesting, for it was written by one who,
although he modestly disclaimed any technical knowledge of the subject, had
an extraordinarily keen fasr in literary questions.

Pass muster in a copy of
therefore I do ot apolopg};m. Preface

el .
poetry—and even in one’s Moy of

From ALEXANDER M ACMILLAN
To I. C. WRIGHT October 28, 1864

Q.. . . As T said before I have no sort of right to offer a judgment on the
respective merits of blank verse and hexameters. But no authorities however

* Except that I do not think he has perceived enough that Homer’s language, though it n'?'l:r
sinks into banality, does alter its level very much indeed with the speaker and the occ]:su:u[:i rscc
“large utterance > of the Homeric gods differs tato caclo from the language used by t eho_ gol}cn;
or the good old swineherd, or the malicious goatherd, or the impudent Melanth?(,]c;{ t rfelsn o
youths among the suitors—differs also greatly from that used by Nausicaa, or by o aef T
Athene herself when she has assumed the disguise of a young girl. And the language o

of these seems to have a character of its own. i



rivate likings. Mr. Tennyson, yourself and ogh,

Preface big_can take away my Pht not to like them, but the fact remains that T g,

high authoritics‘:gﬂ; ‘;‘i’fc anything to se€¢ Homer done with a metre |jj,
like them. :

: Your own admirable rendering I admir;:.l much, by,
Clough's poem- - = * "0 cicelf to my ear as ‘harmonious with the menty)
e g qo}fslngclc?n Homer. Pope’s jingl? i dlS!.lkc cxcle c.dmgly, and can jp
mood whic e praise men f:;f infinitely hlg}}cr claims to Ju_dgc give
no degree resp . ou exceedingly for a faithful and forcible ang
it d am thankfu t(;m): as I read I feel an impatience to see the verse break
parmomq;;os rzr;d:féggzcr. I ought to say that I am not 'inﬂucnccd in the
into a gallop <tion by Professor Arnold’s arguments, which indeed I have not
hexamctF rIc%)ue ed to };uthority——and how can I in a point of taste any more
read. Ithc ?:loul' of my hair 7—Tennyson would clearly be first. I spent
zlli::e 1gays with him about 2 fortnight ago, and t.h‘? question was dCbatqd
between him and two scholars of eminence—one¢ a distinguished Senior Clas_slc
of Cambridge. Beyond a general conclusion that you could not mak-c English
hexameters like Greek ones, I could see no result. It was not dc.mcd that a
powerful and effective metre analogous to the hexamf:ter and suited to the
genius of the English language would be a great thing. Even these high
> sthorities could not settle among themselves whether there was quantity in
English metre ! Tennyson maintained there was. He should know.”

@. My thanks are especially due to those scholars and English writers who
have kindly permitted me to print their letters of approval, namely, to the
Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, to Bishop Welldon, to Dr. Walter
Leaf, Professor Edward Dowden, Professor R. Y. Tyrrell, Professor Verrall,
Canon Wood, Canon Armour, Mr. G. H. Hallam, Mr. W. E. Heitland, Mr.
T. W. Rolleston, Mr. W. F. Smith, and my old school-friend, Edward
Carpenter. Also my warm thanks are due to my publisher for the very great
interest that he has taken in the book and his anxious desire to do cverythin g

in his power to give it every chance of success ; and also to Mr. Patten Wilson
for his beautiful illustrations,

C. In conclusion. I
: » 1 must not forge ioati rl
prose version of get to confess my obligations to the scholarly

the Odyssey by S. H. Butcher and A e
. H. ndrew Lang, from whic
I have culled not a few choice words and well-turned pht":scs. ]

ViLia CHanvliu, Vevey H. B. COTTERILL

?um 1911
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NE of the advantages of usin : i
introduce the namgs in their ogrig::; t:;;tz\:;n mTc;rcdc:st;}.lat o i
of course make the .English accent fall on the long Grch osnil:t:{m Zﬁ:{mm'
and thus keep the same scansion as in Homer. We must pronounce Telc{n hcs, Naﬁ:;? A
and Nausicaa as Telémichas and Naiisicia ; and surely this is not onl a5 ‘
fectly easy, but fa_r more dignified and musical than pronouncing the ngm!;ma'-
Nau-sicky-ér. Similarly, the following are scanned as (or nearly as) in Grecks-:

S it BD) 1 ot
(sometimes — y). SN S

Circe Peleus Acroneds o
Nauteus Proteus Alcinoi?s Eﬁ:;f
Nereus CiG Anchi?lus Leucothe
R P e :mpllualus Nausicai
Arete Phoenice uto ycus Nausithoiis
Alcmene Rhexenor g;liilimbus Pandart(ls
Iphthime Tydides o Pelr:thoils
Euryalus (};‘::I;;i?zf ¥
Amphitrite Eurylochus Ta;y'gcsus
Hellespontus %urymedon Teiresias
urynome Telemachus
TR s Hermiong Telepylus
Alphetis (Greek — — ;) Eretmeus Iasion Tyndareis
Amphidn (Greek— — —) Erinys < —uvu
Athene (or —1) Hephaestus (or Heph...) Boethoiis Leiocritus
Cronlon Laértes (or La...) Iardanus Peisistratus
Cythera (but Cyth¥éred) Malea Uuy—
Eche?_hmn Melantheus (or thyiis) Clymenus Scherié (but Schérian)
Elatreus . Orion (Greek — — —) Halius Stratius
Epeis Poseidon Polybus Tityds
vy—-= ot ey :
Agamemnon Halosydng Anticiens " Enrycicit
Aphrodite Hyperion L A
Cgftcmncatra M{:gclws Poscidaon
Clytoneiis Megapenthes L=l
Diomedes Philoctetes (or y———) Onetorides
Echeneils Polycaste U e

Eteoneus

Thrasymedes

Philomeleides

@, It is generally a relief to find a few exceptions to a rule, and pleasant to
discover a few inconsistencies in those who try to impose their rules upon

us, so I daresay I shall be forgiven if my readers discov
cases where the word seems to go more easily and naturally
accentuation 1 have ventured thus to use it : e.g. Boreas, Poly

Pélias, Theoclymenus, Piérian, A’rés

er that in some
with its English
bus, Clyment,

and I have also sometimes found

it necessary, compelled by # fren dellarte, to shorten the -eus in _solmft:
names as Nereus, Proteus, and Odysseus. In order to avoxq taking thl; as
regrettable liberty I had used the Latin form Ulysses —which has the 3 ;at?-
tage of being more liquid and musical than Odysseus—but I was persuadec by

3 ) : : ho
friends who are in closer touch with English scb o{arshn p than any oge caz Ifn_zr\;}
has lived abroad for thirty years to renounce it in favour of the Gree By




lan are such as one finds in ordinary representations of ancien;
P

- : Gre
E main features of this ¥ e to what Homer says, sometimes not very clearly, about the pal ek

1 3 ice 0

The houses, but many detlﬂ-‘: T:e palaces of Alcinous, Nestor anddMene.lius. The .Homcr}c palace, o:
Palace of Odysseus, and also :bouu_mcs amid orchards, vineyards and gardens (jrm! 112-130 ; ¢f, xxiv, 336 %),
Odysseus Jarge house, stood wm: «d, probably of stamped earth, with trees in it (xxill, 190), enclosed by ,
It was surrounded by a courd!"‘h_:lew”hed within (iv, 42), and sometimes topped with l?ranchcs (ix, 185 ; xiv,

fence, o h)rawallphstcrcd and whi d be tied with a rope (xxi, 391), and had a pillared portal outside

1
10). The court-gate (E) was such as cou

s g e xxi, 3903 XXii, 449) inside, and had no Aigh threshold (vii, 130),
and (F) a portico (aitieasd,

rt (xv, 191) and the stables are in it (iv, 40). We have now entered the
ok o ;nt o ;::vill bc’casy to fill up the picture from the following facts and re Rete:
court, and the palace faces us.

assages.
The pink colour on the plan represents Upper rooms Or passag

f (iv, 627) stairs into C on both sides of hall (xxii,
K. * Levelled space’ for games (v, ;

: 5 adt). 137)-
/. “Tholos’s do?e:l:ogfed)kuchcn ? (xxii, 442) The great hall (megaron) had high roof (xxii, 298)
5. Altar of Zeus (xxi1, 334)-

; “house with ¢smoke-stained ’ roof-beams (xxii, 2 , of
i Outhom:;)(\'i, 303), stables (iv, 40), mill hou ¢ D el e “‘31?)331(1
x4 3 5 re- roof for escape of smoke (i, 320). Between the
2 Pmico-’ ‘,anhousa ;:f };::::::,in r::{ci,.cnha pillars supporting the roof were ¢beautiful
E.c.].m;;gg') St ecp alcoves’ (xix, 37), and in the outer wall of
e 200 ‘ ’ nest each alcove were perhaps “splits’ or loophole
C. Inner porch, elevated ‘stoep. Used as g en o R YghE b, Tan),
0 rwl;:{(;:;:)' 4. The hall hearth, near which stood the ¢thrones’
:_ ‘Il::lll?shcd sw;les’: seats (iii, 406 ; viii, 6). easy chairs, etc., of Pcnc!opci;f (Arete, Alcinous)
B. Front door; *beantiful door of the court’ in colder weather, (Thc action of the Od_ynq,
(xxii, 137). Door-posts of cypress and threshold forty-?wr.) days, bcgufs in autumn. Bcforf- it
of ash (xvii, 339). In Alcinous’ palace posts of ends it is cold at night and early morning,
silver and threshold of bronze (vii, 89). Thres- and fires are needed.)
hold high (to exclude snakes, etc.), so that one /. The women’s “ upper apartment,’ for work, etc.
“steps over’ it and finds oneself on a “stone The upper storey alone is here represented
threshold,’ an elevated stone slab or platform, (pink). The ground floor below (back-hall)
within,

was for cooking and the day tasks of the women.
The men thralls slept below; the women
upstairs. Stairs lead up from the hall. :

. Penclopeia’s bedroom ; has lattice ovcrlookl.ng the
hall, for she hears and sees what is going on
—hears Telemachus sneeze (xvii, 541)'T'3ﬂd 2
window overlooking the road (xxiii, 365)

stone platform Nausicaa’s bedroom has a stove (vii, 7)-

stone foundation of old 4. Women’s sleeping-room. .

were probably a couple ¢. ¢Rooms of Odyssens’ (xxii, 143) for various pur-

ot;1 Steps down to the floor of the hall, poses,

‘(‘;xli.:h;: s Perhaps of stamped earth 4. Upper treasure chamber where the bow is stortﬁ

5og wz) or posibly paved, The inside (xxi, 8) and the arms are hidden by Od}rssc. :

€It smoot and his son (xix, 17 ; xxii, 140). There wa

121), h and ‘gleaming’ (xxii, -
also a lower (underground?) treasure r0

P. Postern (xxii, 12¢) 4 -
h i A
e }slzu_;;r w:thutone threshold and (i, 337 5 xvi, 285).

- leads up to clevated ¢, Telemachus’ bedroom (i, 425 5 Xix, 48). :
:Jf:é:él’;“k)_cimmunlming with upper back g. Odysseus’ room (on src:nnd fioor), described 1"
(pink) ang having ¢ moyth ? with xxiii, 190 sg.

t. The “stone threshold® (xxii, 1, etc.). On this
Odysseus, Telemachus, the swineherd and the
cowherd stand when fighting the suitors. 1 a4
believe it to be at this (not the upper) end of
the hall, and to extend across the whole width
?f the hall, to the postern, which is ¢ flush with
i’ (xxii, 126). From this
(perhaps a part of the
wooden houses) there

XX
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OBYSSEY BOOK 1

ING, O Muse, of the man so wary and wi :

) Y and wise, who in far |
Wandered whenas he had wasted the sacred town ::)f ti:: ;‘r:-i;ans
Many a people he saw and beheld their cities and customs )
Many a woe he endured in his heart as he tossed on the oc::an,

Striving to win him his life and to bring home safely his comrades
Ah but he rescued them not, those comrades, much as he wished it

: Ruined by their own act of infatuate madness they perished,

Fools that they were—who the cows of the sun-god, lord Hyperi
Slaughtered and ate ; and he took from the men %heir day of);'];t;;?l?r’lg.
Sing—whence-ever the lay—sing, Zeus-born goddess, for us too !

Now were all of the rest of the Greeks who had 'scaped from destruction

Safely at home and secure from the dan gers of war and the ocean,

All but the one, whom yearning in vain for his wife and his homeland

Still did the beautiful goddess, the sea-nymph lady Calypso,

Hold in her hollow caves, with a longing to make him her husband.

Ay and at last, when the year in the slow revolution of seasons

Came, in the which, as the gods had ordained, he returned to his country,

Ithaca’s isle, €’en then was he nowise free from his troubles,

Though once more with his own ; and the gods were touched with compassion,

All but Poseidaon, who was ever unceasin gly angered

Raging at godlike Odysseus and keeping him far from his homeland.

Now was he gone to revisit the far-off Aethiop people—

Aethiop people that dwell wide-sundered, furthest of mortals,

Some where sinks Hyperion to rest, some where he ariseth.

Here he expected of rams and of oxen a solemn oblation,

Here he rejoiced as he sat at the feast. But the other immortals

Unto the mansion of Zeus the Olympian gathered together.

Then in the midst brake silence the Father of men and immottals,

Since in the depths of his heart he remembered the noble Aegisthus

Slaughtered by King Agamemnon’s son, far-famous Orestes ;

Mindful of him these words he addressed to the gods everlasting:

¢ Verily | how these mortals of earth give blame to the heaven !

Evil is sent by the gods, they affirm ! Itis they thatin folly,

Ay in the madness of folly, o’erleaping their destiny, seck it.

Thus did Aegisthus, in spite of his fate predestined, in madn_ess

Marry the wife of Atrides and murdered her lord at his coming.

Fully he knew of the doom that impended—for this we foretold him, :
A



Odyssey Sending hi

50 1Y
=i

I

S

m Hermes, the kcen—cyed §1ayer of: z@rgus, to warn him

Neither to murder the man nof his wife to §ollcxt as suitor :

Else shall Orestes F6paY for his father a terrible vengeance

After the days of his youth, when he learneth to long for his homeland.

Such was the warning of Hermes, but nowise heeded Aegisthus

Well-meant counsel—and now he hath paid all reckonings fully.”
—eyed goddess Athene :

. forthwith gave answer the grey :
?ﬁihﬁ ofGodsg, O mighty Cronion, the highest of Monarchs!
Truly helies o'erwhelmed by a doom that he merited richly.

Thus too perish whoever of men such deed shall accomplish !
Ah but the heart in my bosom s rent for the wileful Odysseus.
Hard is his fate : long years doth he ceaselessly suffer affliction
Far from his homeon 2 sea-girtisle: ’tis the navel of ocean,
Even this isle well-wooded, whereon hath dwelling a goddess,
Daughter of Atlas, the wizard of bale, who of every ocean
Knoweth the watery depths, and alone upholdeth the pillars
Soaring aloft and keeping the earth and heaven asunder.
This is the god whose daughtera xyrctchcd a_md sorrowing mortal
Keepeth, and ever with soft and with flattering words of endearment
g?:;:;st ELTf];?dn;ike him f(;)rget]f;ul of ILhaca’s isle ; and Odysseus
ce more but the smoke rise eddyi
Out of the land of his birth—and he longeth to di yiag npwarc
All unmoved is thy spirit, Olympian V%h tﬁod.tle.oljut within thee
Ne'er by the ships of the breeks d h‘ ey e
'Th : ! o honour to thee with oblati
Hc:r:};::itnh:u?; ojan plain? Then why so wroth at the man, ZOZZ,S e
N bury chi%c?vc :;.]nswer the Father who gathers the storm-clouds :
. Haybutny child, what word from the doog of thy Lips hath |
. ely to ceasetor f thy lips hath escaped thee!
Him who in mi emember the godlike Odysse
S gI:drsIJ;:d :1111 mortals excels and in giving oblez’rtim;1 X
erlasting wh : ? !
No—but Poseidaon, Ea;:tl‘lhi ?rgweu e
Angered because of his son E (;fjr’ stubbornly rageth,
Even that equal of gods o y Odysseus bereft of his eyesight,
Greater th mmense Polyph
r than all of the oth ¢ Polyphemus, a Cyclops
Daughter of Phorcys thelerz Thotsa the nymph was his mother
?—?c in the hollow caves Ofct)ll’-]c of tl;llc barren expanses of ocean. ’
ence to Odysseus it haps tha:ezlbt’l.d tryst with Poseidon.
,albeit the Kin g Earth-shaker

Slayeth him no
t,yeth :
ome now, al of}t;s h;:lill‘:th him wander afar from his homeland.

HOW £ B Ia. ]:1 ake counse
€ase from his Wrath for hl ; v ) and Poseidon w-ll ICIy
: e 111 su

2 hadi
ne‘er will be able alone to oppose us,



Setting at nought and defyi :
: : ying the wil X
Him then again gave answergthe g?:yl.:)f;gegz:il:g "Rn;qortals'” 0d
§S Athene: ySSL’y

« Father of all of us, mi :
5 5 ’ ght Cr i
'SI?l:ms ita thing well-plcas}i(ng t(:)n;f’ln(;ftgf hbl 1g}mst of Monarchs ! I
Th grsl tlotperrlzr.l'ht to return to his home wisg-h: S it
et us bid Hermeias the messenger Slayat;E Z‘} f&) i
! rgus,

Speedily winging his flight t '
grmg to the fz_lir-trcsscdgnym(;);]hg‘f: :V%%)ng tan island,
chn that patient Odysseus return and ar !mmthbIe verdict,
Rg;x;-i;-fo};myself—_—l shall visit the Ith ac::?s;lat hdls_horn St
g oue Ign is son still more I can light in his b‘:)son g llfhaply
s i eeting to summon the long-haired lo drn tf Ak
. I;ea an fah\yarqlng to utter to all of the suitors rwsho e
Thecp of his th}ck-tl}ronged folds and his shambli s

hen as his guide will I bring him to S S L el G
Tidings to hear, if he can, of the homch:rarzla il ic s .
Hence too honour and fame shall he wina}- l';:turn ot
These w?rds uttered she bound to her anliln ; l:land of_thc o
Go!dcn, immortal, that carry her over the S e
%\;’lft as‘the blast of a storm, and across earg?stircfu()f(ﬁccan
Weciré ;\::l;hel;g; I}I)lc:)\:\;:rfuc} spear bronze-bladed, of t:rrifj:: T(?:l?ls:sss'

: and strong— ith 1 ;
Vanq}xishcth all that she hafcléﬁ th‘;ihcfgsw}:i}; mft ;c e e
Flashin g she fell to the earth from the Iigtter'r : h ol e
ED’OWII;’ tlill on Ithacan land she alit by t%c porlcnhgofe(l)gd};rtsss:gs? L

‘en by the courtyard door, with the spear i ’
%ﬂ{:;l:fa;z; }f;orrn -tok:;. stranger, to Mcnfci?l’-Il‘ralphhei;::T:Zciléf%tz(ilns‘he i
e quickly aware of the arrogant suitors, w .
ggf:é' :)};esﬂ?;:};fptfl; the palatf at liirgughgts their mindsl:w?c?: I::x{usin g
ed on s e cows they had sla :
]S3u311y.ﬁ1ttm g around were pag)::s att;ndlﬁ}t] ;Cl:'g(i];l:]irll:;ir:.s SRl
OT;:C in t!lc bowls were mixing together the wine and the ;vater
b frs w}ith sponges porous and soft were washing the tables, ’
£ ln l% them forth, while others apportioned the plentiful messes.
> ‘1, e '}"clemachus was the first of them all to perceive her.
e lf::us )lr] troubled at heart he was sitting amidst of the suitors,
f o l11111 g how peradventure his valiant father from somewhere
Honoury coming and driving the suitors in rout from the palace
Drcaminag:}l]n might win as the lord of his own possessions.
e tgo th(::n:on as he sat with the suitors, he noticed Athene.
portal he went, for he felt sore vexed in his spirit



e door, and, whenas he arrived there,
Odyssey Seeinga strang;?rhs::gg%aﬁi;hg the bronzen spear from the goddess,
7 Grasping herrig hislips, and with swift-winged words he addressed her .
120 - 160 Open_ed in gn':etmgl With us thou art sure of a welcome ; aru-i later,
<« Hail, O str glnngf-food thow’lt tell us if aught thou art needing.”
After parta;ikmg ey c’ turned and was followed by'Pa11a§ A .th ene,
These WOi-_lﬁ ;lz?oofc,d mansion he led her, and stepping within it
Unto the lﬁ haft of a pillar the spear he was bearing, and fixed it
Legued pRioe hed wherein were resting the others,

ight-polis
ll\/r;ta?la ﬁg iat;;l)gr a sgcar of the valiant—heartt_zd Odysseus ;
Thcnyon a chair, outspreading the cover of linen, he set her :

: was the chair, and below for the feet was a footstool.
Efgs}g{oaiﬁc}i a seat for himself rich-broidered, withdrawing
Far from the suitors, in fear that the stranger annoyed by the uproar
Loathing for food might feel, with that insolent rabbl-e about him ;
Ay and he also was fain of his long-lost father to ask hu:n.
Water for washing of hands by a maiden was brought in an ewer
Beautiful, golden, and over a basin of silver she poured it,
Bidding bim wash ; and she stationed a polished table beside him.
Then did a grave house-dame bring bread and lay it before him
Lavishly adding thereto of her stores full many a dainty.
Carrying platters aloft came also the carver and offered
Dishes of various meats; and golden goblets he gave them,
Ofttimes filling the which passed hither and thither the henchman.
Now to the hall came crowding the arrogant suitors, and strai ghtway
All of them sat them in order adown on the couches and armchairs.
Soon was the water for washing of hands poured out by the henchman,
Baskets of wheaten bread up-piled were brought by the maidens
g]l;gcdtil&atththe youths wreathed high with the foamin giliquor the wine-bowls.
L a?lr :tre]t:h forth hands to the food that was lying before them

: st they had lost all longin g for meat and the wine-cup,

Came to the mind . :
Even of Singir:énan?if the suitors the thog ght of a different pleasure,

hemius (ever unwillip

Unto the sounds of b g hesang, compelled by the suitors),

s harping his exquisite voice he uplifted.

'—for sure )
uch are the pleas atmy words thou’lt never be angered—
ieeing they epat thl:r;f,;i::il:] s!“hafP-Playing and dancing ! No wonder,

of others, nor fear the aven ger!



*

Eat the possessions of him whose Whitening bones peradventure

Rot in the rain on the land or roll in the wayes ot th

: e ! 0d
Were they to see him return some day to the Ithacanolfszleiand 't{rmy
Al of them st_ralght to the gods would pray to be lighter in rum,1i 161 - 251
Rather than richer endowed with th ng

T ; € treasures of gold
Nay, itis vain! heisdead ofa pitiful death, nor is igoong :rnd of garments,

COI?Lf'C‘l't EENATRLS, “fhoe\'f:r of earth-born mortals denies it

Saying he cometh again—since dead is the day of his comin

Come now tell me a thing that I ask thee and clearly ex laingi.t :
Whoart thou? Whence dost thou come? Tell tooyof t% city, th
Whose is the vessel whereon thou art come? How haps 1Yt thg’t’ sai{o{:sa s
Brought thee to Ithacan land? What folk did they boast to belong to
Seeing, methinks, it was never on foot that thou hither arrivedst?g .
One thing further relate me exactly, for fain will I know it :

Art thou a traveller new to the land, or a friend of my father—
Guest peradventure ? for such came ofttimes unto his homestead,
Many a one, while yet he remained in the land of the living.”

Him then in turn gave answer the grey-eyed goddess Athene :

“ Well, I will tell thee of all that thou askest and truly relate it.
Mentes—such is my name. Ofa wise-souled father I boast me,
Anchialus, and myself am the prince of the Taphian sea-folk.

Now am I come to a port of thy land with my vessel and comrades
Sailing the wine-dark deep on my way to a city of strangers,
Tempsa ; for copper I seek, and my cargo is glittering iron.

Yonder my ship on the side of the country afar from the city

Lieth in Reithron’s port, by the wood-clothed Nefan headland.

Yes, it is true—we can boast to be guest-friends one of another
Even from days long past. Ifthou doubt’st, go ask of the grandsire,
Hero Laertes. They say that he now no more to the city

Cometh, but living afar in the uplands suffers affliction s

Sole with an ancient crone who attends to his eating and drmlfmg,
Placing before him his food when exhaustion cometh upon him
Weariedly creeping about on the sloping knoll of his vineyard.

Now I am here—for they said he was home once more in his country,
Even thy father ; but heaven, it seemeth, hath hm.dered his coming.
Natheless never on earth has he perished, the godlike Odysseus:

Still he is living, methinks, mid the broad expanses of ocean,

Held on a sea-girt isle, where hostile people retain him,

Savages, forcin g him all unwillingly still to remain t.herc. i

Nay, I will venture to speak as a prophet—for deep in my bosom

Heaven hath planted a thought that I fefl to be sure of fulfilment,
A



Odyssey Though Iam neither at all a diviner or augur unerring—
from his well-loved homeland

;  Verilynot much longer afar Ir
o242 Still shall he stay, not ¢’en though fetters of iron constrain him:
Sure he will plan his escape—such master of many devices. .

hing that I ask thee and clearly explain it,

Now come tellmeat
Whether indeed (as thy stature proclaims) thou art child of
Marvellous both of thy head and thy beautiful eyes is the ﬁ k?ni);:iscus.

Unto the man that I knew when we oft held conv
Ere he cml?arkcd for the land of the Trojans, whit;r:: stg ﬁ;‘!;ge!',
chers, chiefs of t!le Argives, in hollow vessels departed s
?ince thc;'} n{;’cr dlltll I see him again, nor was seen by O d-)’SSeus »
er sage Telemachus addressing i . '

S e i thl glllll turn gave answer:
et iy raother ki caII:d Wlt}l1 tc}:)l} thee and clearly relate it

i .
How can I know? Not the w'e cf? 2 Ode-ysscus. For my part
Would that my f isest of sons can discover his father
S e “};h ggl;nz };lac(li n;gd'e me the child of a happier mort.al
SR hathgwillr’ld?tl-végg in peace in his homestead ! ,
b e e T : the most ill-fated of all men
Moo then agai;: avg :n'e. hus far can I answer thy questi’on 2
(13 SllI'CIy for thCC%S the lI]lSWCl' thC grc)"e}'cd gOddCSS Athenc - ;
e g af.'av::n no nameless race in the futurc.
Now come, tell me a :hisondslo “fonhy of Penelopeia.
What doth this banqueti g that I ask thee and clearly explain it:
Hold they a wedding? ng mean ? and this crowd? Wh ld.
Such is the insole tlg' % Emt? No club-collation it y needful thy presence?
Banquetin g here ?n tllfe?lcillfn which thcy appear to lin?:leelrllet?]:
Were but a sensi y hall! Just cause for a g saom
Her sage Telirrl;?cl}i fse;fic:jn to see such shame&a;r:i Eeda_nge'rcd,
“Since’ O stra TCSsing in turn ga cding 7
Once did th nger, thou fain wouldst Tl
Like to remziﬁo\:r;e of my sire seem likgiaorb()f this matter and learn it,
Other, alas, was th:tw:;t‘ﬁv as while here in hise l::)(;ﬁ aﬂd Sl
Lo, they have made hilm(:flmn?m tals who PIOtIC(f hie was living.

0 vanish—as utterly vani hs ey
nished hath no man



ﬁ.

Me he bequeathed ! Nor now do I sorrow

A and make lam i
Only for hm'} ; for the gods send other and grievous aﬁlicfiztr?st R Odyssey
All of the chief of the men who as princes rule in the islands, 1

Samos and Dulichium and the woodlands r: 242 - 238
A1); and as many besides as in rock-boungsll;rfcz fl'iilici)::nthus,

All come wooing my mother and wast; ;

She dares neither rcj)t::ct their hatcfu?s;:-ggt:s}:jsv;?gh of the homestead,
Nor can she end it ; and thus do the men consuminarrézge’ 5

Ruin my home—me too will they soon (;’erwhclm 1gn’ its‘;ol-ln?,g’
Then in exceeding displeasure again spake Pallas Athene .uln.

“Nay by the gods, right sorely thou need’st that the absent Od

Come to thee quickly and lay strong hands on the impudent s ySSCuis
Would that I saw him this moment in front of the dogr of them:?rs :
Suddenly stand—with his helmet and shield and a couple of laﬁc:cc
Such as he was in the days when mine eyes first lighted upon hirns—
Making him merry and quaffing his wine in the hall of my homestead
Newly from Ephyra come—from the town of the Mermerid Ilus,
Even to such far land had he sailed in his swift-win ged vessel .
Seeking a drug right deadly of which he was fain to possess him—
Poison, to smear on the tips of his bronze-shod arrows ; but Ilus

Gave it him not, for he shrank from the wrath of the gods everlasting.
Yet from my father he gat it, who loved him in marvellous fashion.

O that he came—e’en such an Odysseus—to visit the suitors,
Bringing on all of them speedy perdition and nuptials of anguish !
Nay but we know not the truth ; on the knees of the godsiit is lying,
Whether he ever shall come, or shall come no more, to avenge him
Here in the halls of his home ; but do thou take thought, I exhort thee,
How to eject from the hall of thy palace this rabble of suitors.

Now mark well what I say, and give it thy earnest attention.
Summon to-morrow to come to a council the princely Achaeans;
Make to them all an announcement and call on the gods to be witness.
Order the suitors from here to disperse each one to his homestead ;
While for thy mother—if truly her heart be enamoured of wedlock,
Send her again to her home—to the house of her powerful father.
There can her parents arrange for the wedding and settle the presents,
All of the wealth that is wont with a well-loved daughter to f_'ollow.
Now for thyself—such plan I suggest: "twere wise toacceptit.
Manning with twice ten rowers a vessel—thy goodliest galley—

Start on the quest for thy sire, who so long is afar and unheard of.
Haply an earth-born man shall inform thee, or haply shall Rumour,
Daughter of Zeus, who on earth is the busiest bringer of tidings.



Odyssey
I

084 - 324

ike Nestor to question.
Pylos, the godlike INe .
t‘::eat{t}heycourt of the fair-haired prince Menelaus:
He was the last to return of the bronzen-coated Achaeans,
c

father as living and homeward returning,
Shouldst thou be told of t?gol?’lt bear with the waste of thy substance.,

Surel)éﬁilr Oﬂr?’giz g}g{is Perishcd and gone from the land of the living,
Shqu]l{1 t gurnp and regaining the well-loved hoomc of thy fathers
Quickly r ) b, and funeral offerings offer

; ild him a tom
i&r:;il; ;‘Eﬁc?:las - 1m eet, and thy mother bestow on a husband.

¢ these things are duly fulfilled and accomplished,

'ggg,ﬂ‘;"gfgjl:rlézl at once wi%h the thoughts and the feelings within thee
How to be quit of the suitors, and here in the ha!l of thy homestead
Slay them by craft or by open assault. No more i1t bz.:seen.ls thee
Childish thoughts to indulge, for thy age no longer is childish.
Surely thou know’st of the fame that was won by the noble Orestes :
How he is praised by the nations for killing his fat‘her’s assassin,
Crafty Aegisthus, who murdered his sire, great King Agamemnon.
Also do thou, dear lad, as in form thou art comely and stalwart,
Show thee courageous and win thee a name in the age that is coming !
Now I am fain to descend once more to my swift-winged vessel,
Where are waiting my men, and, I doubt not, chafe at my absence.
Take thou thought for thyself and attend to the counsel I gave thee.”
Her sage Telemachus addressing in turn gave answer :
“ Verily, stranger, with kindly intent these words thou hast uttered,
Like to a father advising hisson, Ishall never forget them.
Yet, I_bcseech thee, remain, though eager to haste on thy journey!
Stay till refresl}cd with a bath, and the heart in thy bosom contented,
ﬁack to thy ship thou returnest with gladness, bearing a present
Slf(l:-ﬁ :v]ill{slw?\:;l: ﬁ:d 1tsl:)eagty—a present to keep as an heirloom ;
S vgith av:——t ¢ gift of a friend to a friend that he loveth.”
i Nay no longegwitligs‘;:icr th1e Siey=cyed goddess Athene :

) oldme! Iyearn meaway on my journey.

Touching th ok 1
Give itl [:\;ghenybii?em Whatever thy heart shall enjoin thee to give me—

Choose it as rare as i;m Co-ming" to carry it straight to my homeland.
ouwillst ; it will gain thee another as goodly.”

Firstly betake th
Thence seek Spar

PITIt, suspecting a deity’s presence,

hen to the sy;
1tors he went and the strength of a god was u pon him.,
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Now in he
r
Daugh ter ofuﬁl;g:;})artmem the wi
Str?'lghtway leavi % Wds aware of ti]sc-soulcd Penelopei
[ one i oickroontby th gl dinging:
owhen at 1 €go; tw s igh—bu'l 1ging.
?_;o:;d by thcaifoss}:Z?aS come (:Ont]ﬁ::d;n.s f'«t)ll.:wvlf_.::l St'::;)r.s}ée descended
. . t uit 1n ;
Tl(;ldmg in front of he ¢ door of the rn;, ors, that fairest of?cr.
CHI b > J. 1 atr SO e . 7 3I'tmc
“ PhCmi}:Js l:rrx?ng 1n tears toutslii atthdaﬁt onrt%lil: seg head.[cllf-::ss
Deeds of s ny another enra godlike bard she and on that side,
Such be th mortals and mcn_Pt};lrmg story thou ﬁddrcsst Bess
Quaﬂing t}?::,nig as thou sitt’st :Vietr}?es often by e ﬂ:west,
Pitiful story, th ne. Butdesist,1b the guests. Legt :}i recounted.
;NOUndeth_f_fO:xv"ﬁ' the heart inc::lec(}; » ffom the Stra?rﬁll)ISten in silence
uch w ehathb edepths ou art singi
One whacfsfel-lfEa well-loved lo:c{atl}]]en an lnconsola{;)tl;n ipoen e
Hersage Teilme is abroad throuatg mourn—nor c:;rr"w ;
= Whereforecgachus addrcssingginH ellas and midmgs‘.;cgforget him—
E'enas his s 45A O.thf:r, prchnt & turn gave answer: l’gOS.n
Bringeth us%:llt ls.m,ovcd3 Teis ;;:he sweet-voiced S.in :
Everg Toctalt ;:a;tllz ‘lrs :ieus thatis glfilitt;f hsingef_r, belic‘,%‘i'l ;Ichght us
ordoIbl eth on bread ereof ; he allotteth
St-’.cin g thatae?: that he singeth ih:"h_afffortunc he wiaﬁ;:ff“h
'SIflI:ging the sonrgI:)t)Lmortals the morf:et:;c:lcfllfaztics O the A"gi.Ves
: erefor at the new C is a sin 7
Twas nof gifde" thy heart anflstlzcsoqnds in the eafg g?th
Now to th C;Trojaﬂ land ; there 5 t of the day Of‘l‘cturﬁ? to listen.
Even the ﬂom“"’bcr return and it riished many another 125
ﬁli'fily keep to &nﬁ the EiStaff, and or?:lc;c:}:hme f’dw“ OCClli,)atiOH
Oqu__c - 1r tasks; wem . Y mailden atte d &
A R e ; memen willatiend t9 the S
1k
e A Sty I that am lord of th 2508
h turned he e household.”
Sopel the masterful w F to go to the women’ :
er ords of h omen'sa
HCre she ilfnl?ler aPartmth asccn;fnson C?cep dOWn in her I:I;)Oas[:s:ent’
Slumber ented Odysseus h g with maiden attenda J
was pou er well-loved h ACant
red on her lids by the gre usband, till gently
grey-eyed goddess Athene.



: lamour arose of the suitors

wssey Now in the shadowy hal . y:

Odb;w ; gach one uttering prayers to the gods to possess her in marriage,
ake out and began to address them:

s65-405 Till sage Telemachus Spake =
« Hearken, my mother’s suitors—outrageous ﬂnd. riotous brawlers |
Now let us fall to the feast and be merry—but boisterous uproar

Keep weafar ! Itis pleasant fo list to the song of a minstrel
Such as this singer of mine : for in voice he is like an immortal.
Early to-morrow I ask you to come to the place of the council,

All of you. Thereshalll make you an open and plain declaration,
Bidding you quit these halls. Ye can seek your junketings elsewhere,
| Go feasting in turn each one with the other!

Feed on your own .
Should it however appear to your minds more pleasant and better

Thus to devour the possession of others, nor fear the avenger,
Waste as ye will !—but the gods everlasting I call to my succour,
Hoping that heaven will grant such deeds to receive retribution.
Then ir3 this selfsame hall shall ye perish—and none shall avenge you.”
Thus did he speak, and the men all biting their lips in amazement
Marvelled at Telemachus and the valiant words he had spoken
:l"‘hcn.spake Antinous, Eupeithes’ son, and addressed him : !
Verily, Telemachus, it is heaven itself that hath taught thee
Such big blustering vaunts, such impudent boldness of la
%tl:ver Cronion, I trust, would choose for the Ithacan islann%luagc.
H.ee asa king—though truly .thOl.l claimest the right to inherit!”
im sage Telemachus addressing in turn gave a 2
‘“ Antinous—and I trust at my words tho g’l sy b
B0 s Bonour -t offered hots Iu t never be ange.rcd_
Deemest thou ruling the v Ry iy 1o bear it
8o 1 bealects g VOl'Stﬁof the evils that mortals inherit ?
SR el b:::;: anevil; for quickly the homestead
Many anoth esand the man held higher in honou
y er however am & oy
gcrc in the rock-bound Ith(;rgnd']i Agha;ans jastinn
ne of th . acanisle, both aged and
But, for nf nsl:{;fily will gain him the title——gs dead ig%l:il e
Lord of m; scr:rar:?sﬂiffﬂbimastcr and lord of my hous):j:gil;.
; that -
f 'tlj‘rt‘fl}:::::hhp olybus’ son, Prince ;i})]: SV;J; dhof R van e
3 - > wer :
chus, on the knees of th rymachus, made ans
€ gods everlasting it lieth

Who as the kin
Hold thou fst tgo of the Ithacan island shall rule the Achaeans

th !
Never shall iyl yown! be the master and lord of thy household !

: e fo
Scekmg to ruin thy hl:)?;;iethat shall venture with force to assail thee,

N 5 —W 8
1 g 1 g .
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Whence arrived is the man? What folk 4

Where is hisland, and hiskin? Where lie(;tt}l]'u? :i:r:nzsitntgfb;ilsgg to? Odyssey
Came he per‘cham.:c some tidings to bring of thy father’s retum?me;tead? e
Travels he hither in hope some want of his own to Srovidat: ?mg 406 -
How of a sudden he rose and was gone! ina moment was vanish o

Ere we had made us acquainted ! yetseemed not a churl in a ear'; cel”

Him sage Telemachus addressin g in turn gave answer : ppearance !

« Eurymachus, clean gone is the hope of my father’s returnin

Nor do I further believe in reports, where’er they may come fgr’om

Nor divination consider of aught—such tales as my mother )

Hears from the lips of diviners she calls to the house and examines,

This isan ancient guest of my household. He cometh from Taphos.
Mentes—such is his name. Ofa wise-souled father he boasts him

Anchialus, and himselfis the prince of the Taphian sea-folk.”

Thus did he speak ; but he knew in his heart ’twas a goddess immortal.

o

Now to the joys of the dance and the pleasures of sin ging they turned them,
Making them merry, and thus they awaited the coming of even ;
Nor was the merriment over when come was the darkness of even;
Then at the last they departed to sleep, each one to his homestead.
Telemachus, where fronting the fair-built court was his chamber
(Builded aloft was the room in a site with a beautiful prospect)
Thither betook him to bed, while deep in his spirit he pondered.
Thither with torches ablaze attended him also the trusty
Eurycleia, the daughter of Ops, who was son of Pisenor.
Once, lon g since, had Laertes expended his wealth to possess he}',
Then in her prime ; and a score of his kine as the price he had given.
Honour he gave her as much as his own true wife in the household;
Nor did he make her his mistress ; he shrank from the wrath of his consort.
She was the servant that carried the torches to light him ; she loved him
More than the rest of the maids, and had served as the nurse to his childhood.
Now so soon as the door of the fair-built chamber she opened,
Scating him down on the bed, of his doublet soft he disrobed him;
This to the hands of the careful and sage old dame he entrusted. .
She, when at len gth she had folded the tunic and skilfully smoothed it,
Hanging it up on a peg at the side of his rich-carved bedstead,f 5
Went from the chamber, and pulling the door by the handle o S}l] e

hut it and fastened it, drawin g the bolt well home with the latc -s’trmogo.I
Here for the livelon g night, close covered with wrappings Ofs?;;P;w 3
Lying he thought of the journey that Pallas Athena had plann'd him.

I






ODYSSEY BOOK II

OW when the morning was newly ari
: o y arisen, the roseate-fi
(]f_-))ut Ofglﬁ bed upr I?mg the well-loved son of Odysseus G
onned his apparel, suspended the keen-edged sword from hj
Under his smooth-skinned feet then tying hgis beautifulr ;.rfrlldallss shoulder,

Out of his chamber he came, as a god immortal i ;
Nor did he further delay, but the Clear-VOiCCdghCralds 3 or(llzrlztricsencc >

Unto a council to summon the lon g-haired sons of Achaea.
These then made proclamation, and quickly they gathered together.

Now when they all had collected together and formed an assembly,
Bearing a bronzen spear in his hand to the council he gat him,
Neither alone did he go—by his fleet-paced dogs he was followed.
Wondrous too was the grace that around him was shed by Athene,
Making the people to marvel that saw him approach; and the elders
Yielded him place, and he sat him adown in the seat of his father.
First then rising the hero Aegyptus began to address them ;

Bowed was his body by age, but his mind held infinite knowledge.
One of his well-loved sons with the godlike hero Odysseus

Sailed in the hollow vessels to Ilium famed for its horses,

Antiphus, skilled with the spear: he was slain by the terrible Cyclops,
Caught in his cavern—the last that the monster had roasted and eaten.
Though he possessed three others (the one with the suitors consorted,
Eurynomus, and the two aye tended the fields of the homestead)

Him howbeit he never forgat, but bewailed him and mourned him
Ayand in tears as he thought of his son he arose to address them:

¢ Ithacans, listen I pray to the words I am wfshful to utter.

Never was yet our meeting of council or session assembled

Since that the noble Odysseus in hollow vessels departed.

Who is it now that hath summoned us here? who found it so urgent?
One of the younger among us perhaps, or one of the elders?

Would he perchance some tidings impart ofthc army returning— 2
Tidings that first he hath learn’d and ofwhu:_h he can give us assurance
Or for the weal of the state hath he aught to inform or advise us ?

Sure it is some good man. Fair fortune attend him, and l’l’caven

Grant him a boon, fulfilling whatever his souldesir eth !

Thus did he speak, and rejoicing the well-loved son of Odysseus

: : : ue them
Took it as omen, nor seated remained, but intent to harang 3
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‘1 he stood ; and at once was a sceptre
e tgi:ﬁ:: ?11: ;erald expert and sagacious. ;
i = ht‘; turned, and first he addressed him :
hat thou seek’st ; ri}%ht soc;_n shalt thou see him.
ither am I—who am foremost in sorroy.
He that hath s.m}:m::':‘} {;l;)?:tt of the army returning,
Neither, alas, 151 e"to me first, and of which I can give you assurance ;
News that 1s Cfi:lno fthe state is it aught I can tell or advise you.
ll:TIg-rfi): xtsh ;glcc own need.—On my home is calamity fallen
Twofold : firstly asire right noble I mourn, whodamol;_g })Iou,
All of you here, was a monarch and lovingly ruled asa father.
Second, and worse, is an evil that soon on the whole of my homestead
Infinite ruin will bring, and my substance utterly squander:
Suitors I mean, who in spite of the wish of my m?ther annoy her,
(Some of them favourite sons of the noblest here in my presence)
Cowards, who fear to betake them at once to the house of her father
Icarius, who alone should settle the gifts for his daughter,
Yea and bestow her at will on the wooer that winneth his favour.
These now every day to the house come flocking, and daily
Slaughtering oxen and sheep and the fat-fed goats of the farmstead
Revel at feasts, and carousing and quaffing the fiery red wine,
Wantonly waste. Nigh all is consumed, nor still is 2 man there,
Such as Odysseus of yore, to avert this plague from the household.
We, all powerless now to avert it, await for the future
Truly a pitiful lot, and shall know not how to defend us.
ngth,. to defend me I lack not the will, had I only the power,
Slqcc 1t 18 not to be borne what I suffer; nor truly I deem it
ial; If;g.rtpy llimt'_nc to be ruined: yourselves should also resent it,
D{velli x: t;r;oy 0(;‘ shame that ye feel of the nei ghbouring nations
Sl i%s wr:tnh l;S—}—l-o; else f:or the d.rcad of the anger of heaven,
ow T petition zutaﬁ: bcegi ill done it shall send you reverses.
oddess that ga¥hers tog);the);r:lhpt: : ZC‘{? ant('i >y JustICg, h
pare me, my Friends | Nav. | councils of men and dissalves them, '
€ave me to mourn | ly’ €ave me alone with my pain and my sorrow
Sctivginualice didllto ettt L Ao ble Odyascus,
ich to requite S :’ the Wcll-grea:vccl sons of Achaea,
While these mep ye abet re,,?[t,mg me evilly, also in malice,
ere it yourselves thq e EC VI OO 10 oy P rofit
ere it nsumed my paternal estate and my cattle!
Ise, in soon would compensation be offered ;
town we had made an appeal and entreaty,

Forth in the mi
Placed in his hand by
Then to the aged AegyPt
«Sire, not afar is themant

tco
yourselves, right

the stree
14, ts Qf the
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Claiming amends, till the whole of the g were duly repaid us
Now it is worse—on my heart ye inflict an incurable torture.” ;

These words uttered, the sceptre he dashed oy
Bursting in tears, and the whole of the €@ to the ground in hig anger,

council wa
Then did the rest all silent remain, nor
Telemachus to assail and to answer wit
Antinous was the one who alone addre
“Telemachus, big boaster, unbridled in tem — ’

Thus to insult us and fasten the blame of th c]:;attc?t}:;;}: 1:: ?St o
*Tis not the princely Achaeans that Wrong thee by wooing thy moth
Nay, ’tis that mother of thine, who in guile all women cxceed)t::th i
Past is already the third, and the fourth year soon will be passin .
Since she began deluding the hearts of the noble Achaeans, S

All she befooleth with hopes, and she giveth her promise to each one
Sending them many a message ; but things quite other she longs for.
Yea and besides in her heart this crafty device she hath plotted :
Rearing a spacious loom in her hall, she betook her to weaving,
Working a broad and a delicate web ; and anon she addressed us:

¢ Princes, who sue for my hand—since dead is the godlike Odysseus—
Patiently wait, though eager to hasten my marriage, till fully

Woven this web—Tlest vainly I forfeit the fruits of my spinnin g

Lo, ’tis a shroud for the hero Laertes, to wrap him, whenever
Bringing his destined doom low-laying death overtakes him ;

Else in Achaea’s land might well some woman re proach me,

Was any that ventured
h words of resentment ;
ssed him in answer -

~ Were he to lie, who possessed such riches, lacking a grave-cloth.’

So did she speak and within us the valiant heart was persuaded.

Thus then all of the day at the spacious loom she was weaving;;
During the night she unravelled the web with her torches beside her.
Threelong years with her secret device she befooled the Achaeans;
Till, when the fourth year came, and as season was followed by season,
Then at the last (since one of her women, who knew it, had told us),
While at the loom her magnificent web she unravelled, we caught her.
Thus was she forced, though sorely unwilling, to finish her labour.
Thee such answer the suitors return—thou’lt soon understand it
Turning it o’er in thy mind, and likewise all the Achacans.

Touchin g this mother of thine—dismiss her, and bid her to marry
Whomsoever her father commands or that pleaseth her fancy.

Should she however continue insulting the sons of Achaea,

Using the arts in the which she is richly endowed by Athene,
Deftness in exquisite work and the talent for cunning invention

s touched with com passion
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__Ayand invention of guilc——-such guile as we never in old times
Hear of the fair-tressed wives of the daughters of ancient Achaean
fair-crowned lady Mycene— 5

Tyro or Alemene or the .
lever devices that Penelopeia

None of them all had thec
Knoweth to practisc-—-and here’s a device not seemly, not decent !

Well—they will never desist consuming thy living and substan

While this woman retaineth the purpose that powers immortalcc

Plant in her bosom. A mighty renown for herself she is winni
Doubtless—but also for thee a regret for thy vanished riches =

Touching us suitors—we mean to betake us nor homeward 2

Till she has married the man that she chooses of all the A Chaec;; ‘S‘-']’S,cwhere,

Him sage Telemachus addressing in turn made answer :
‘S‘g&n_tmlc:us, it 1; nowise possible thus to eject her; :
e is the mother that bare me and reared ’ i
Dead or alive; and amends right hcavyriflcz'cﬁli\g}és;s}:zr e,
Tcarius will demand, if I wilfully force her to leave me b
Nor from her father alone shall I suffer, for heav il
Punish me worse when my mother sh i oy
F y er shall call on the awful Eri
orced to depart from her home;; d of ¢ e
Fallon . and of all mankind will the
my head. Thus, never and SEHBULE
NEiE s, never and never the word will I u
or yourselves—if the spirit withi ' yid
Well then, quit ye my halls! Ye in you is wroth and indignant
T fcas'tin can seek your junketings clscwhcrcs
Shonliit b beceaizoccto 0‘gl in turn each one with the other! .
Thus to devour the Possessioz fl: minds more pleasant and better
Hasursnee willi et s of others, nor fear the avenger
Hoping that hezl:\ren w;l]e gecs Bvaiiadhiity | cell fo thy Sucgco‘;!'
Then in this selfsame hallgs;lmﬁ i deeds to receive l'Ctl‘ibutior; :
Thus pray’d Telemach all ye perish—and none shall av , you.”
gcnt two eagles, that s“lr]oséang }he Father who speaketh in t}fgr%;g g
wift as the bla;t ¢ ped from aloft, from the r
Swer skl o di i oman
sl ,each by the s came flying togeth
Till right cach Dy the side of the oth o
SGuddezgﬂy a‘;f;etlli’r‘:gP:;ce of the council anilrl?::zt:li);;afsmg }l;lls R
azed in t ey circled aro . e i
Then wrilthh}?igasles ofall with a glarcuf%?':’::gd‘:vuh i a.ﬂap ping
e taws eac.h Tkl o absfes = 1§g destruction.
Al astonishym othe right S B }f;(: and the cheeks of the other,
Wondering rnuctnl:qn-t stared at the eagles, wh e e
Then stood forth a"‘ their hearts what Zhi i Beagn e,
astor’s son, wh nd addressed them th hngs were destined to happen.
6 > Who alone of hj e hero, old Halith
1s age was surpassingly gifi derscs,
y guite
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his tongue be
elemachus—how fluent soever gue be.
i hold divination for aught-——gfthc which in thy dotage
or ac . akest thyself still more to be hated.
Emptily prating thoum : :
: hall be eaten to nothing, nor any requital
ith delays to bf:fool the Achaeans
- her marriage ;—and we meanwhile, all patiently waiting,
g;ci’l‘luf:}}:;r:gis c1:‘ar1ir perfection compete, forgetful of others, g
Leaving unsought such wives as 2 man might willingly wed with,”
Him sage Telemachus addressing 1n turn made answer :
« Eurymachus and the rest of you high-born nobles and suitors,
Touching this matter I cease to entreat; no more will I utter.
Known is already the truth to the gods and to all the Achaeans.
Grant me howbeita good swift vessel and twenty companions,
Such as shall help to accomplish the voyaging thither and hither,
Since I intend to betake me to Sparta and Pylos the sandy,
Tidings to learn of my father’s return who so long is unheard of.
Haply an earth-born man shall inform me, or haply shall Rumour,
Daughter of Zeus, who on earth is the busiest bringer of tidings.
Should I be told of my father as living and homeward returning,
Surely for one more year I can bear with the waste of my substance.
Should they report him as perished and gone from the land of the living
i‘{orthimﬁh l?glcicj);] regaining the well-loved home of my fathers i
ere I shall build him a tomb and funeral offerings offer, ’
Many and rich, as ismeet, and my mother bestow on a husband.”
These words spoken he sat him adown ; then rose to address th
g.entor,h once of the noble Odysseus a f;ithful companion el
im, he sai : : G
Lear.rwl;i :fg :I?e ot; ;a;izi,tclllli ;i:; hero entrust with the care of his homestead,
Tk el command in the house and protect it.
e ga tt‘:ntlion he spake anq addressed the assembly:
Never be kindly aﬁ%ct)iror?etd : Wf)rds i "MShﬁJl o g
Any that beareth the sce trcagallcl']’ o low.ng ad gentle,
Nay, let him rather be hfrd asd ing, nor righteously minded !
Soisit true that the podlik %1 be cruel and practise injustice !
None of the people R ?sseus by none is remembered,
"Tis not the arrogant sugit verned and lovingly ruled as a father.
Though outrageous the (;)::(i? I}?uCh e ) U O
Slnc_:e they imperil their | 5 that th(_:y do with malicious intention,
Eating his wealth, in bel; €ads, audaciously braving Odysseus
N ,in belief that he ne’er sh i
ay, 1 am wroth far more with th ¢’er shall return to the homeland.
e rest of the people—with you here

Silently sitt 3
i
8 y sitting with never a word of rebuke for the suitors
]
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Never attempting to stay these few, thou ”

Him addressing replied Leiocritus, son o%lltl::-::;{ e number, o
“ Mentor, mischievous fool, where wander thy wits? and what prat’ it &
BiddlI}g thc_m stopus? Methinks ye will find it a difficult mattep rat’st thou, gt
Fighting with men for a feast—and with men who exceed yo T

E’en if Odysseus himself, your Ithacan hero, appearin YRR

Found at the feast in his house the illustrious band of tEc suito

Were he to long in his spirit to drive us away from his mansiol's,

Verily little his wife would joy, despite of her yearnings n,

Seeing him safely returned ; fgr a doom disgraceful il

Fighting with those that exceed him in number. *Tis folly thou talkest

Come now; all of you people, disperse, each man to his farmstead .

Touching this youth, Halitherses and Mentor shall see to his voy.ragc

Both of them being of yore good friends of the house of his father. .
Natheless, long will he linger, I trow, exploring for tidings

Only in Ithaca island, and never accomplish the journey.”

Thus he addressed them, and hastily all from the council dispersed them,
Scattering hither and thither, and each man went to his homestead,
All but the suitors—who went to the house of the godlike Odysseus.

Meantime Telemachus, to the beach of the ocean withdrawing,

Washed in the hoar salt water his hands, and he prayed to Athene:

« List, O thou who as god yestreen to the home of my fathers

Camest, and badest me traverse the mist-bound gulf of the ocean,

Tidings to seek of my father’s return, who so long is unheard of :

Yea, thou badest me go, but Achaeans hinder my going,

Chiefly of all those men o’erweening and wicked, the suitors.”

Thus as he uttered his prayer drew nigh him the goddess Athene,

Likened to Mentor in voice and also in bodily semblance. .
Then did she open her lips, and with swift-winged words she addressed him :
“Telemachus, thou’lt prove not in future a fool or a coward,

Hast thou within thee a drop of the valiant blood of thy father—

Such was he ever at winning his purPOSC n Word and 1n aCtl.Ol'l-—

Nor shall I fear that thy voyage be vain or be never af:comphshcd :

While if thou beest no son of Odysseus and Pencelopeia,

Then can I nowise hope that thy wishes will find a fulfilment.

Seldom indeed is a son to be found who can rival his fath_er 2

Most are worse—but it happens at times that the child is the better.

Nay but in future, I know, thou’lt prove nota fool or a coward,

Nor is the craft of Odysseus in thee so totally wanting; . 19



: hope thou’lt bring these works to fulfilment,
Odyssey Therchl’ct g?f,g,!fs‘;?n); th)irJ mind the designs and the thoughts of the suitors
/1 Come, pu equally foolish and wicked— :

030 810 hat they are—Yy¢d, r wll’
230~ 811 %::ﬁi;s:::zlgs :,f:{cath):md the darkness of doom that is rolling

on the selfsame day in perdition.
> +he journey thou longst to attempt, nought now shall delay it,
glfcu}f?sl?hgetfr?é’;;sh ig I feel for the son, as I felt for the father. Y

d swift ship, and will come as thy comrade,

Straight will I get thee a goo : .
N ow%l exhort thee, return to thy home and consort wi th the suitors.
There for the journey prepare thy provision and stow it in vessels,

Wine in the jars, white meal of the barley, the marrow of mortals,
Il-sewn skins. Meantime will I levy as shipmates

Packed in the we
Those of the people that offer them gladly; and many a vessel

Lies on the sea-girt island of Ithaca, newer and older;
One of them first I shall choose—whichever appears to be fittest—
Then we can quickly equip her and set her afloat on the ocean.”

These words uttered Athena, the daughter of Zeus, and incited
Telemachus to depart ; who, aware of the voice of the goddess,
Went on his way to the palace with heart that was grievously troubled.
Here in the halls of his home he discovered the arrogant suitors
Busy with flaying of goats and with singeing of swine in the courtyard.
Seeing him Antinous with a laugh came forward to meet him,
‘(Elasped him at once by the hand, and with accents of welcome addressed him:
Tel?mac!lug, big boaster, unbridled in temper, I pray thee
gouns? within no more such anger in word and in action ! !
A;Tl:;s:tt}l:? ;C: tll;:gsl:c m(;:rry and feast and.carousc as aforetime !
e : gs; ured, we Achaeans will duly attend to,
Tidingggssi eill{ndf(;LCW—l-)}lnclocgd rowers, to car?r thee quickly
: of the noble Odysseus in beautiful P o
H lysse autiful Pylos.
A X:I:tsii%i g'tflzmachus adqressm_g In turn gave ans“?cr -
Peacefully >3 a*:‘:};fggr V&lth boxst:srous brawlers as you be
Werdta s Endnghe :ch and delight me in quiet enjoyment.
Wastedsomueh oo ricEast to ha:vc wasted so many a treasure—
Now I am grown to a):nan €, ye suitors, in days of my childhood ?
Listen and learn ang ,and I listen to all that is spoken,
Soon shall I i CI;C?: Sté‘ongfr within me is waxing my spirit,
Whether O Pe oom's terrible furies against you,
Nay, I shalj 80——?or X il?s or stay still here in my country.
ainshall I go on the journey I speak ot—

Goasa P
assenger, f
kit ger. Ne'ershall | get me a vessel or rowers
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Granted by you : itis thus, I am sure, {.

e determi £
Speaking, he snatched full li ghtly his ctermined to treat me,

a and from the hand of : Odyssey
Antinous ; but the rest, in the palace preparing a banquet of the suitor -
|

Seeing it, jeered and with words insulting disda; i e
While in their midst thus spake one insolgcnt y(?tlxrtl}f;utliyaﬁlc?tit? o

« Verily Telemachus is devising us death and destruction]

Either from Pylos the sandy his friends he will brin gto avenge him

Or from the city of Sparta! He seemeth in terrible earnest 'g ’
Else to the fertile fields of the Ephyran land he intendeth, |

Straight to betake him, and thence some drug right deadly to fetch him
Poison, to cast in the bowl, that we all of us perish together,” :
Then in the midst made answer an insolent youth to the other:

“Ay, who knoweth? perchance as he sails in his hollow vessel,
Wandering far from his home, he will perish, as perished Odysseus.
Were it to hap, twould make our troubles the more and the greater,
Seeing that all of his goods ’twere need to divide, and the homestead
Give to his mother to have and to hold with the man that she marries.”

Thus did they speak ; but he gat him adown to a room of his father’s
Vaulted and broad, where piles were lying of gold and of copper,
Garments also in chests and fragrant oil in abundance;

Many a cask moreover of wine sweet-savoured and ancient

Stood there, holding within it a liquor divine, undiluted.

Close to the wall and in order they stood, lest haply Odysseus

Back to his home might come, all toils and sufferings ended.

Doors close-fitting and furnished with locks were hung in the portals,
Folding together, and here was a matron by night as by daytime
Wont to resort, who it all full wisely and carefully guarded,
Eurycleia, the daughter of Ops, who was son of Pisenor.

Her now Telemachus to the store-room called, and addressed her:

*“ Come, good mother, decant me a wine, I beseech thee, in wine-jars,
Swect———ay, even the choicest of all but the wine that thou keepest
Mindful of him, ill-fated—if haply appearing from somewhere
Godlike Odysseus shall come, escaping from doom and destruction.
Fill me a dozen of jars and fit all closely with covers.

Pour me as well fine barley in well-sewn wallets of leather.

Twenty in all be the measures of meal of the mill-ground barley.
Only thyself mayst know it. Letall be collected together.

During the eveningtide I shall fetch it, as soon as my mothcrb

Unto her upper apartment ascends and prepares her for slumber,

Since I intend to betake me to Sparta an’d Pylos the sandy, r
B



; my well-loved father’s returning,” .
Odyssey Tidings tohhca;g:é'slhl?;);i osrpol{CH’ the dear nurse Eurycleia
i/ Hearing the ‘;’ 1 lament, and with swift-winged words sh.c addressed him, .
340398 Uttered a wotu e heart, dear child, should such an intention
« Why, ah why, 1n thy hou be wishing to wander in far lands,

: stt :
gggl atrliieb?dg?dws gfcnson of thy mother? Afar from his country

LA : sseus amidst some people of strangers ;
5‘;?:Ezdalssgoggliilgiygoest the mcn.w'ill be plotting behind t!] ee
How to destroy thee with guile and divide all t’hcs:c thy possessions,
Stay now quiet at home on thy lands. Sure, ne’er is it needful -
Thus to go toiling and wandering off on the wastes of the ocean,
Her sage Telemachus addressing in turn gaveanswer:
«Comfort thee, nurse ; not without God’s will is the thing th’at I purpose,
Now come swear to me nought to reveal to my mother belovéd
Ere that of days not less than eleven or twelve shall be ended
(Save that she miss me before and shall ask and shall learn my de parture),
Lest she lament me with tears and her fair face mar with her weepin g
Then by the oath that is mighty among the immortals she sware it.
So when at last she had given her oath and had finished the plighting,
Straight did the dear old mother decant him the wine in the wine-jars,
Packed him besides fine barley in well-sewn wallets of leather.
Telemachus then returned to the house to consort with the suitors.

Other was now the device of the grey-eyed goddess Athene.

Likened to Telemachus through all of the city she hastened

Secking the men ; and each she accosted im parting her orders,

Bidding them come to the good swift ship at the fall of the even.

Also to Ph ronius’ son she addressed her, the famous No& mon,

Begging a swift-winged ship; and he willingly promised to lend one.

So when the even was come and darkened was every roadway,

Down to the salt sea water the vessel they hauled, and aboard her

A}}l of the tackle they shipped that by well-decked vessels is carried.

£ :}I]l Wads she moored by the point of the bay, and the stalwart rowers
athered aboard, each urged to his work by the voice of the goddess.

Soon to the tow
Still at th. baan;glgstilfparted to lay them to slumber, unable

s L, since drowsiness fell on their eyelids.



ST ——

Calling to Telemachus did the grey-eyed goddess Athene

Summon him forth from the midst of the fyir_p..: ]
Likened to Mentor in voice and also in gosli{yl:lég,tbl}:}}z Ofthe mansion,
« Come now, Telemachus—for already thy es

Sit at the oar, aqd for nought are waiting bu
Come, let us quickly be gone, nor longer de
These words uttered, at once went forward Pallas Athene o

Ody yssey
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These prince Telemachus as their lord and their :

« Hither, my friends! let us fetch the provisions.hﬁ(ll:;a?iccf;ti};er
. Allatthe houseis collected. My mother with nought is gc ugaimed
k Neither the others—the maids; one only I told of my purp%se iy
| These words uttered, he guided them forward; they following- after
Fetched the provisions and bringing them all to the well-decked vessel
Stowed them aboard at the hest of the well-loved son of Odysseus.
Then did he mount on the ship, and before him Athena embarkin
Sat her adown at the stern of the vessel, and near to the goddess
Telemachus took seat ; and the shipmates loosing the cables
Mounted the vessel themselves and sat them adown on the benches.
Sent was a fair stern-wind by the grey-eyed goddess Athene,
Blustering Zephyr, that roars as he sweepeth the wine-dark ocean.
Then called Telemachus to his men and exhorted and bade them
Set their hands to the gear; and they set them to work as he urged them.,
Raising the pine-wood mast to its height, in the notch of the cross-bar
Firmly they fixed it, and bracing it taut to the prow with the forestays
Hoisted the fair white sails with the ropes tight-twisted of oxhide.
Struck was the midst of the sail by the wind, and the purpling billow
Shouted in front of the prow as she moved on her way in the waters
Over the waves of the ocean, rejoicing her course to accomplish.
Now in the swift black vessel when all of the gear they had fastened,
Setting them bowls for the mixing of wine full-brimming with liquor
Unto the gods immortal, eternal, they offered libation, :
Chiefly the grey-eyed goddess, the dau ghter of Zeus the A!m!ghty .
Thus then all of the night and into the dawn she was speeding.
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HEN, as the sun rushed u P from the beautiful lake of the ocean

Into a heaven of brass and brou i i
- brought back light for
'%’]ca and for mortals that live on the earth,grich gi;:'?f? }l;t:;]fr::sts
nto the Pylian city they came, strong castle of Neleus, ‘

Here on the shore of the ocean th : :
Bulls all black to the blue-haired god, Earth—zlf:li)ipnl; }Il’z(i:ilglol;as oblation

Companies nine were there, five hundred seated in each one

Feasting, and nine of the bulls each company kept for a portion

Busy were all with the tasting of livers and burning of thi h-bo;les
While to the land these bore with their well-built vessel %nd straightwa
Striking the canvas they brailed it aloft : and they moored her andglanded
Out of her Telemachus stept down, and before him Athene. '
First then breaking the silence the grey-eyed goddess addressed him :

« Telemachus, no need is at hand, not the least, to be bashful.

Even for this thou hast traversed the ocean—to hear of thy father,
What land hideth his bones and what was the doom he encountered.
Come now, straightly address thee to Nestor, the tamer of horses,

So shall we learn what counsel he holdeth concealed in his bosom.

Come and entreat him thyself, and the whole of the truth he will tell thee ;
Ne’er will he speak what is false ; right wise is the heart of the hero.”
Her sage Telemachus addressing in turn made answer :

‘“ Mentor, how shall I venture to go—how dare to salute him?

Never as yet was I practised atall in the art of a speaker ;

Ay and a youth feels bashful to question a man that is older.”

Him forthwith gave answer the grey-eyed goddess Athene:

*“ Telemachus, some thoughts thou’lt find in the depths of thy bosom,
Some will be sent by a god, since never and never (I know it) ”
Save by the will of the gods thou wast born and art come to thy manhood.

These words uttered, at once went forward Pallas Athene

Hastily leading the way; and he followed the steps of the goddess.
Soon to the throng close-seated they came of the Pylian people.
Here in the midst with his sons sat Nestor; rou_nd him his comrades
Roasting or spitting the flesh were busy preparing the banquet. ;
These, when the stran gers they saw, came hurrying eagerly forward,
Hands outstretching in welcome and bidding them both to be seated.
Foremost was Nestor’s son Peisistratus; close heap proached them,

Welcomed them both with the hand and gave them as seats at the banquet 2



Odyssey Thick soft flecces thatlay 0

n the sand of the salt sea water,

nd his brother the prince Thrasymedes,
et of the entrail meat, and he poured them

rtio cfol:'lc :g?mo?g,sand he pledged them a wclcomg, addressing

Winein ?}80 :hc dgughmf of Zeus who beareth .thc aegis :

Pallas Athena, o the King Earth-shaking Poseidon,

O guest, t ¢
u.Oﬁ-C: at]}:;::a)’g;»oftghc sea is the feast that ye chance to arrive at.
IS)lonuc::thoy ]ibagtion and offer thy prayer, as the custom ordaineth ;

i wine honey-sweet pass on to thy comrade
'}gzl‘:i?r:gl}fiﬁ)i?kifa libation afld pray—and I doubt not that he too
Prays to the gods everlasting; fox: gods are needed by all men.
Younger however he seemeth—in years far rat_her my 'c’qual :
Wherefore first to thyself do I offer the cup of libation.

Close by the side of his sire a

Portions b

These words spoken, the goblet of wine sweet-savou rec! he tendered.
Much did Athena rejoice at the stripling’s wisdom and judgment,
First to herself that he offered the gold-wrought cup of libation ;
Fervently then did she utter a prayer to the god of the ocean:

« Hear me, Poseidaon, Earth-girdler, hearme! Refuse not

Answer to this our prayer! grant all these things a fulfilment !
Firstly to Nestor himself and his sons give glory and honour,

Then to the rest vouchsafe—to the whole of the Pylian people—
Favour and grace in requital of this their splendid oblation.

Us too grant that we safely return, when it all is accomplished,

All, for the winning of which we are come in the swift black vessel.”
Thus as she prayed, of herselfshe was bringing it all to fulfilment.
Then from the goddess receiving the two-cu pped beautiful goblet
Prayed in the selfsame manner the well-loved son of Odysseus.

Now when the putsidc meat they had roasted and drawn from the skewers,
A_ll they apportioned and sat them adown to a glorious banquet,
"}:;111, “lr]hen at last they had lost all longing for meat and the wine-cup,
“Ncn e addressed them, .thc warrior-knight Gerenian Nestor :
5 l:w;rl isa rﬁoment befittin gtoask and to question the strangers

ching themselves—for they now are fully contented with feasting.

Friends, come tel] of ours W :
’ elves, 5
Come ye to chaffer foyr e orsre hence sail ye the paths of the waters?

) 5 T ey =
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Courage to ask of his sire wh ;

Yea and honour and glory toow ‘?’;?::Exshed so long from his homeland

« Nestor, Neleus’ son, great glory of ¢ land of the living; ! Odyssey
M hance wearde s o as}(é{dc:mall the Achaeans, ur
Pierletwecamefonithe i as ool c. Behold, I will tell thee exact]
Thisisn quest of Y own. 1ot it ¢ ‘neath Nejon’s headland. 2
Following far-spread rumour I jou ter that toucheth the people.

Even of godlike Odysseus the bjrav;neyhln search of my father,

Stood at thy side in the battle and pl, wd 0, they tell me, aforetime

Now of the rest of the heroes, as P ungeted dre Tl city.

S » a8 many as warred with :
Tidings we hear, where any a pitiful d with the Trojans,
While for the fate of my size-- it is ke otorn hath encountered,

None hath the power to say quite Ccrtl;.i::]nmlﬁ by Crc'mion-:
Whether by hostile tribes overwhelmed b was sl et e pe
Whether he lies in the depths mid the b'llc was slain on-the dry land,
Wherefore now to thy knees I am come il Ov;rls of Amphitrite.
News of his pitiful death to impart, if ) mht ¢ hope thou art willin
Even with thine own eyes, or hast }’maf'); rsfm:::l ielthfou SR
One who has wandered—for destined to ill fro ; }f:' rgfn jeres
Nor do thou shrink to offend, nor speak soft w:]d is birth was Odysseus.
Tell me exactly the truth—how far thou hast cL = ﬁomp o
Lo, I entreat thee—if ever my father, the noble Sgcz i a
Either l?y word or by action accompl,ished the thin}r tS}f:tS’h i
Wl?crc in the Trojan land ye Achaeans suffered afﬂigct' & pronieef
Tl:us, I beseech thee, remember, and tell me the wholéils]’it happened.”
‘I“IAm gave answer the warrior-knight Gerenian Nestor: A
Tro!l;nd;':ar c{m&'nd, thou rccallf:st .the‘sorrows that once in the distant

jan land we endured, the invincible sons of Achaea—
All t{msc toils that we suffered in ships on the mist-bound ocean
Seekin g for spoil wherever Achilles was wishful to lead us. :
How too fighting in front of the strong-built city of Priam
Battle we waged. Here fell of Achaeans the best and the bravest ;
Here lies Ajax, the equal of Ares; here is Achilles,
Here Patroclus, in counsel a peer of the gods everlasting ;
Here too lieth my son, my belovéd, the strong and the noble
Antilochus, who with fleetness excelled in the race and the battle:
Ay and _bcsidcs all this, what travail unending we suffered—
Where is the mortal on earth to be found that can fully relate it?
Evep for five whole years, or for six, ‘twere vain to abide here
Ask{n g to hear of the woes once borne by the noble Achaeans;
Ere it was told, outwearied, I ween, thou'dst sail for thy homeland.

oy
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did we busily scheme ror its downfal],
Fwiles, which Zeus scarce grantec! fulfilment,

i oth::r with him in devices of wisdom

Dare to compete, si::ge far he surpassed all others in cunning,

ven thy father—if truly
Godlike Odysseus I (;Ti:;;’zgnint posgrcsscth me while I behold thee,

He was thy sire; and an eech thou art like him, nor would one
Seeing that verily even 1 SPld speak so like to an elder.

oung cou i
Saﬁr f;t;a I;:ar';;zge never myselt and the godlike Qdysscu-s :
‘?iao!t:en di{rerscly at meetings of men or the councils of chieftains ;

ne mind, and with counsels of prudence and wisdom
gﬁirn:; f}'::-ilfh?: Greeks C{h at it ':1111 1r1mlg1h t}: ug: f:)ctil:; E}gf?r?ztn::dvantagc.

st we had wasted the high-bui :
X;ttér‘}?:rrrllat;ll:nce we had sailed and a %fid }}:ad dispegscdtthe Achaeans,

in his heart did the Father a terrible homeward returning
gﬁ?};?:ﬁg, seeing that neither with wisdom at all nor with justice
Most of them acted ; and many encountered a doom right doleful, )
Whelmed by the wrath of the grey-eyed daughter of Zeus the Almighty;
Yea, it was she that the quarrel excited between the Atridae ;
These then called to the place of assembly the host of A chaeans
Hurriedly, all in disorderly haste, when the sun was a-sinkin 8-
Heavy with wine they collected together, the sons of Achaea,
Both then spake of the reason for which they had summoned the people;
First Menelaus addressed him to all the A chaeans and bade them
Think of the homeward return o’er broad expanses of ocean ;
Nor pleased this Agamemnon at all, for he ordered the people
Still to remain and sacred oblations ot cattle to offer,
Thus to appease by atonement the terrible wrath of Athene,
Focfl that he Was, not knowing she ne’er would list to persuasion,
Seeing that lightly is turned not the mind of the gods everlasting.
'SI' us then violent words exchan ging the one with the other
Rtgs?ed ‘:l}fl;sc two; but the host of the well-greaved sons of A chaea
1th a terrible difl, and in twain was divided the council.

Odyssey Nine years warring at Troy

11 Weaving a tis
118- 168 There might never

Angered the one with the other; for
hen, at the dawn, down dragging t

Straight we embarked : ;
i fy B e ad i,

K L ack, and remaining encamped there
Tl:ﬁ: :;;tf: ;’:}.Kt{"_g Agamemnon Atrides, as sheep wi%h a shc]fherd.
Voyagcd-—-for (t:)alus ?onnth the vessels, and rowin g them swiftly

28 Med by a god was the ocean that teemeth with monsters.
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Landing on Ténedos island we m

Yearning for home; but the Fatl;l::i: c:t? l:?:ngdﬁ an oblation,

Pitiless god, who aroused once more fierce en had planned to prevent it, Odyssey
Some then turning again their twy-beaked qu?lrrels amongst us, 1'9:’ I
Even the wise and the wary Odysseus with gﬁ ?S_departed, 59-199
Taking the part once more of the King Aga of his comrades,

Then with the rest of my ships all followig mlemnon Atrides.

Thence did I flee; for I saw that a deit logttc gsely behind me

Fled too, rousing his mates, Tydides c()]rul; 1 fi’A us evil ;

Following later behind us the fair-haired rinc:}f{.[

Found us in Lesbos arrived, and the lon g g:a_m Cndelaus.

Whether to steer for the sea from the coast of r};age. ebatmg_,

Making the Psyrian isle, and keeping the isla rfd tgllpltlz;us Chios,

Or to the landward of Chios to hold by tcmpestu-ausalid ?ard,-

This we entreated the god to declare by an omen, and lim_as ;
Manifest answer he bade us the midmost sea to E’uboef Has

Boldly to cross and escape by the path that was shortest from peril
Then did a stern-wind shrilling arise, and it blew, and the vcsi?il .
Speedily traversed the realm of the fishes, until at Geraestus :
During the night they arrived ; and we offered of bulls to Poseidon
Many a thigh, since crossed was a mighty expanse of the ocean

Four days after at Argos a part of the gallant squadron ;
Vessels of Tydeus’ son, Diomedes, tamer of horses, ’

Anchored ; but onward for Pylos I held, and the favouring stern-wind
Never was quenched from the day that a deity sent it to waft us.

Thus I arrived, dear child, not knowing what happed, and I learnt not
Aught of the rest—who safely returned, who perished returning;
Only the rumours I hear as I sit in the hall of my palace;

These, as is right, will I tell to thee fully, and hide from thee nothing.
Safely, they say, came home the ferocious Myrmidon spearmen,

Led by the glorious son of the dauntless-hearted Achilles;

SE}f ely returned Philoctétes, the far-famed offspring of Poias;
Likewise Idomeneus gained Creta with all his com panions,

All that escaped from the war—since none were reft by the ocean.
What was the fate of Atrides ye know, thou gh far is your homeland—
How he returned, and his death was so cruelly planned by Aegisthus:
AY_bUt Aegisthus himself was repaid in a terrible manner.

So is it always good for a son to be left whena mortal

quisheth; éven as here *twas the son of the slain that avenged him,
Killing the crafty Aegisthus, who murdered his glorious father.

Also do thou, dear lad (as in form thou art comely and stalwart), i



Odyssey Show thee coura geous, an

1

w0-¢s0 < Nestor, Neleus’ son, grea

d win thee a name in the :
ressing in turn gave ansv:gf ,that 1S coming,”
' ; t glory of all the Achaeans ;
Grandly indeed did he wreak his revenge, and the lanzl f
Ever shall spread his renown till it reach unborn gener ot fichaen
%:ould that the gods might will with a strength like h?stltOns.
Anus to repay these suitors for all their cruel transgressi o endue me
5 ;)}l';l: 1:Ifatuatc deeds that they wickedly scheme for mOns, :
. alas, not such is the fortune that desti J FHIRe
Me and my father ! t destiny spun us
. my father ! Whatever befalls, it is needful t Qe
im gave answer the warrior-knight G : 0 bear it.”
& -Knig t Gerenian Ne ?
Now that thy words, dear friend, h AREHHOL
Truly they tell me that suitors wh ave waked in my mind a rem
’Srh rong to thy palace and do thee c(l)e‘:;? f0(11' th'y mother in numb;’:‘branm,
ay, d gy 1 c) CVIS- -
Tgercoisr: :g?:::lr;llaltl ﬂg;)'; Sll-llifcr the insult? or CIs::ndgot:Ihycr};: = |
A ry dislike thee, obeying a warnin 2 i
Either ap ea??wsil_he can come and requite this ing' iROm, asayent
Ah ! pearing alone or with all of the host of uoRsouimMae
by were only the will of the grey-eyed stdo Achaea. )
Erstcirslutf; Zlcivc_to vouchsafe as she gr):;ntegdoth: ?s gihiae
(Never in so rof],an- land, where many affliction a,m ous Odysseus
Such as th oth did I see such visible favou ; }:‘ ki
Were it buetmamﬂ:St aid he was given by P l-110 o
: auly hersillsuch fevouringlove Athepe.)
I';ir:lnc of the suitors, methinks vi"o?é'ln g love to vouchsafe thee
sa » Wou .
“Sire, ngcz ?:tl c:lT:)aIcl}us addressing in tg:r? :af:cr §t2tfu1 ofpatock,”
Greatisthei ; ear me, will this th el fde
mpo ou hast sai ;
\g_erc fthe yE tP S;"ltotuhlfir:gf - a;;ve filleth my lfC::tlda?,fi acc}c:m Plés hed:
1m orthwith, en the gods permit i " unhoped for
“Telem gave answer the 1t 1t to haPPCn.”
EaSily c,i;hf:-l;;:vilfat word by thcg :i?;;cg F?hgolc_ldcss Athene:
%for myself would gl?n agod,if he Wishcsyréfts hath escaped thee!
Rre l:hat Iwonmea daoscff"u many  toil and afr.;}'rc 1%
Cat er than come and y of return and arrived iction,
raftily trapped to i bty homeland
Ped to his death by hj y hearth, like King A {
y his wife and the trai g Agamemnon
raitor Aegisthus.

Him sage Telemachus add
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return; for already

death’s darkness awaits him Vepttey
her and question 3 ¢ L
ment and counsel, Ry

hree generations of mortals;

Never shall this prove true; he shall neyer
Planned by the deathless gods is his doom -
Now I am wishful to turn to a theme far ot
Nestor, who all surpasseth in wise discern
Since, it ;18 said, he ll;mtl:l reigned through t
Yea and he seemeth indeed in appearance |; i

Nestor, Nelcqs’ son, I beseech tfl:l;c, rclateltl(l: :naenti.zllmortal'

How was Atndqs slain, wide-governin g King A gani;mnon ?

W here meanwhile was the prince M enelaus? and how did Aeo;

Use such craft as to murder a man so greatly the stron er; egisthus
Say, was the prince not there, in Achaea and Argos b% i
Wandering over the world, when the bold fou] crime was accomrel' hed?”
Him gave answer the warrior-knight Gerenian Nestor i
« Well then listen, my son, while all of the truth I relate thee

E’en of thyself canst clearly conceive what end had befallen

Had but the other Atrides, the fair-haired prince Menelaus,

Coming from Troy discovered Aegisthus alive in the palace:

Verily over the corse of the dead no earth had they scattered ;

Dogs and the ravening fowls of the heaven had torn it to pieces,

Cast from the city afar on the plain; of the women of Argos

None had bewailed him ; for truly a terrible deed he committed.

While in a far-off land enduring so many a hardship

Troy we besieged, in his idle retreat mid the meadows of Argos

Aye with his flattering words Agamemnon’s wife he was tempting.

Now at the first she rejected the shameless deed he suggested,

Fair Clytemnestra ; for good was the heart that she bare in her bosom.
Yea and moreover at court was a bard, whom King Agamemnon

Sailing for Troy had enjoined full straitly to tend on his consort.

Yet, when at last by the will of the gods was determined her ruin,

Then did Aegisthus removing the bard to a desolate island

Leave him to furnish a spoil and a feast to the birds of the heaven:

Her to his home as a lover he led, and she willingly followed.

Many a fat ox-thigh did he burn at the shrines of immortals,

Many a rich-worked web and a treasure of gold he suspended,

Now that the deed was fulfilled that his heart ne’er ventured to hope for.
Meantime homeward returnin g from Troy were sallu?g together

I and Atrides the kin g, our fleets consorted in friendship.

Sunium’s cape we had reached, high hallowed headland of Athens;

Here was the pilot of prince Menelaus by Phocbus Apollo %
Stricken with painless shafts which smote him and suddenly slew him,

E’en as the rudder he held and swiftly was speeding the vessel, 4

—
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m vV : all mort
G et Tlii:?vto S:lm Yvhcn storms came suddenly ;VIS:S lfclmsm T
Wishinash' e prince l?eld back, though eager to ‘;"]Plng upon them
i hg is mate to 1nter and with funeral rit aste on the oo
nce he at last set sail and, over the wine-d 4 ES to bewail h i.lmurney,
-dark ocean .

g:::i?ﬁ%;is hollow ships, to the .mountainous cape of
ht wretched tl?e ;odhg; 1?:1
e thunde
r

he ran; butacou
Shaped for him t};cn : e
B upsuréiiutglc:;}rmg the shrill-voiced bl
Sundered in twain was tl%e f t and enormous as mou sk of the stor
Where the Cydonian race b eet : some drave to the i ntains, m-wing,
Here is a smooth and preci y the streams of lardan island of Creta
Out in the mist-boun g 1 ipitous rock confrontin ush dwelleth. >
Where, on the left of th ecep on the uttermost bor dg the ocean
Sweep upon Phaestus an;’"Pc, great rollers arouse ;rg of Gortyn
Hither arriving with ’h small is the rock-spit b Y the sou t}; ‘
Hardly the crews Wh_alfof the fleet were Sa\f;:l farr ing the sur B
Perished the ships. bl ¢ e destruction
Carried away by the w e others—the rest of his l;‘ged crags by the
‘I'?{;ere ddid he gain mUCha:v? Tnhd the wind were dr-}-uc&p row’d vt=:ss;¢;-101hr:rs
5 ering thus with hi : .t ,and a treasure grted.to Eg t b
ﬁﬁ?ﬁ:h(ilchPIOtth Aehgliss:}ﬁ:isar?}ildst nations c?f'f E;ll‘;l he Coll):zl::t:ed
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even years did he rei o subjection us treason, ;
']];hcn, in the eighth 0,2 reign mid the treasfencath him the pe
Cag:i hom the aity ;f A:It:mk him his doom rf53 : Ofl-lgoldm M)’Ccoplc'
r ty Aeglsth ensretur , 10T the odl. nae;
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Odyssey Phrontis Onétorides,
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Come, set forth with thy vessel at once and thy comrades; or wilt thou

Rather by land, I willlend thee a chariot gladly and horses, Odyssey

Ay and my sons will be ready, T know it, as guides to escort thee i
Unto divine Lacedaemon to find fair-haired Menelaus; i

Yea and thyself shalt entreat him the whole of the tru
Ne'er will he speak what is false ; right wise is the he

o P
dau - ofl2

th to reveal thee ;
art of the hero.”

Ere he had ended the sun sank down and the gloom was approachin g.
Then from the .midst of them answered the grey-eyed goddess Athene:
«Verily, sire, right well were all these matters related.

Now let us order the tongues to be sliced and the wine to be mingled;
So shall we unto Poseidon and all of the other immortals

Offer libation, and then shall bethink us of sleep—for ’tis bed-time ;
Sunk is already the day in the gloom of the west, nor beseems it
Longer to sit at a feast of the gods, but to think of departure.”
Thus she addressed them, the daughter of Zeus. To her words they attended.
Over the hands of the feasters the water was poured by the henchmen,

While that the youths wreathed high with the foaming liquor the wine-bowls.
Then, when to each they had handed a wine-cup primed for libation,

Casting the tongues in the flames they arose and poured it u pon them.

So when at last they had poured and had drunk to their hearts’ satisfaction,
Then did Athena and also the godlike son of Odysseus

Both of them wish to be gone and return to the hollow vessel ;

Nestor however with words of persuasion attempted to stay them :

“Father Zeus and all of the gods everlasting forfend it!

Ne'er will Ilet you depart to the swift—w1.n gcq vessel, and treat me

Like to a man whose house quite lacketh in raiment—a pauper—

One that has got no rugs in his home nor plenty of blankets i

Both for the use of himself and his guests—soft bedding tos icp in.

Nay, I possess in my house both wrappers and beautxﬁg (l;lan ests,

Nor shall the well-loved son, by my troth, ofa maf‘_’ ;S 5 yeacy

Sleep on the deck of a ship while yet in the land Oltc: ving

Still I exist, or a son or a daughter be leftin n}l]y pil: }?ancc gk
Strangers to welcome as guests, should evert ezlr Ageios

Him forthwith gave answer the grey—cyed god : 1’3:59 beseeme-t b

“Well is it spoken in sooth, dear father, and we bit e

Telemachus to obey, since thus 'twere certainly bet s N
Wherefore now let him follow thee hence an% ll‘ :cplf-s}?ullc S
There in the halls of thy palace ; but I to tht;) I
Mean to return, to inspirit my mates and to bring

: . lder,
Being the one of the crew that alone might claim to be e 3

C



. T llow as friends and as sh;j \

plings that fo ipmates. -
als in age of the hi gh-souled son of Odysseus. :

ir Allare cqull lay me to rest by the side of the black-hulled vessel

363-401 'Then I shall lay d at dawn to the bold Cauconian people

; E ; _
Just for the night, 2 llect me a debt now owing a long time,

t, to co
gydqig ::ad::g;l; ’ But him take back to thy home, and to-morrow
el :

y 1, thy son as a guide, and provide him with horses,
%irl::i 1312 scfvrif":;st:lofzﬂl of thy steeds and the best at endurance.”

n. departed the grey-eyed goddess Athene
;iisscg?;d;oiﬂ;ﬂ:g a,n 05}; rey; andgll j);vcre filled with amazement,
Yea and the long-lived king was astonished whc;nas he beheld it.
Grasping the hand of the son of Odysseus he hailed and addrcsscc! him:
“Truly, my friend, thou’lt prove as a man not a coward or weakling,
Seeing that €’en in thy youth thou’rt tl}us by 1mplortals atten ded.
Surely was this, of the gods that inhabit Qlympla‘n mansions,

None but the daughter of Zeus, most glorious Tritogeneia, -

Even the goddess that honoured thy valiant sire mid the Argives,
Grant me thy grace, O queen! Fair fame vouchsafe, I beseech thee,
Unto myself and my sons and my honoured and well-loved consort ;
So shall I offer thee, goddess, a broad-brow’d heifer, a yearling

Still unbroken nor yet brought under the yoke by the ploughman;
Such is the victim I promise to slay, and her horns shall be gilded.”
Thus did he speak, and his prayer was accepted by Pallas Athene.
Then uprising the warrior-knight Gerenian Nestor

Led to his beautiful palace his sons and his daughters’ husbands.

Now when at length they had come to the far-famed halls of the chieftain,
All of them sat them in order adown on the couches and armchairs,
Then by the ancient monarch was mixed for his guests in a wine-bowl
Wine sweet-savoured : eleven the years it had stood in the store-room
Ere that the matron had opened the jar, unloosin g its cover ;
%uch v;as the wine that he mixed in the crater, and making libation
s;awy}e] 0 Althena, the daughter of Zeus who beareth the aegis. :
All Of:ﬁ i ;St they had poured and had drunk to their hearts’ satisfaction,
All save ;‘of ers departed to slee , €ach one to his homestead,
Tl i eénachus, dear son of the godlike Odysseus:

ndc% t;z :chgor?ent the warrior-knight Gerenian Nestor
Next to th ng porch, on a bedstead with beautiful carvings,

atspear 3 A
Sole of his Pearman renown’d, Peisistratus, leader of heroes,

" sons still left an unmarried youth in the palace.
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Then did he lay him to rest in the innermost room of the mansion
;]

Where wasarrayed by the lady his wife their bcdding-and bedstead Odyssey

i I
Now when the morning was newly arisen, the roseate- 40241
Hastily roused him the warrior-knight Gerenjan h?e:tc?rrjgercd,

Issuing forth from his palace he s
Where in the froqt of tl:lc high house-door were benches of marble
White and gleaming with unguent, whereon was accustomed aforetimes
Neleus oft to recline, that peer of immortals in counsel.,
Neleus long since ma§tered by Fate had departed to Hades
Now sat there Gerenian Nestor, Achaea’s defender, :
Holding his sceptre, and round him his sons came thron ging together
Issuing forth each one from his room, Stratius and Echephron
Perseus and Arétus and the equal of gods Thrasymedes. :
These as the sixth the heroic and young Peisistratus followed,
Bringing the godlike Telemachus; and they set him beside them.
Then brake silence the warrior-knight Gerenian Nestor :
“ Haste ye, I pray, dear sons, and quickly accomplish my longing ;
Firstly of all will I sue for the grace of the goddess Athene,
Since at my bountiful feast to the god she was visibly present.
One of you go to the plain for a heifer, and see that she quickly
Hither be brought. Let a herd of the cattle be ordered to drive her.
One to the black-hulled vessel of Telemachus great-hearted
Hasten, to summon his mates, and let twain of them only remain there.
Then let another at once go order Laérces the goldsmith
Hither to come for the purpose of gilding the horns of the heifer.
All of you others remain here closely and send to the handmaids ;
Bid them to spread us a feast in the far-famed hall of the palac’t::,
Also to hand round chairs and to bring bright water and fuel.”
So when he spoke all hastened to work ; soon come was the heifer
Out of the plain ; soon came from the swift-winged well-built vessel
Comrades of Telemachus great-hearted ; and come was the smith too
Bearing the tools of his craft in his hands and his smithy utensils,
Even the anvil and hammer and pincers of delicate fabric,
Made for the working of gold ; came also the goddess Athene,

- Fain to receive the oblation ; and old Gerenian Ncstoxi] d
Gave to Laérces the gold, and he gilded the horns_fogt .et-;ll €
Skilﬁlu}', making the goddess rejoice at the bc_autl ud Echle fn‘on ;
Leading the cow by the horns now came Stratius af c G}; ;
Water besides for the hands in a basin with flowery carving
Arétus bare forth from a room ; in his left wasa basket

at on the polished stonework,

L5 ]
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Odyssey Holding the groats of the corn; Th rasymedes steadfast in battle
11 Stood with his sharp-¢ ged axe by the cow, all ready to fell her ; |
142- 450 Perseus lifted the bowl for the blood, while Nestor the aged 3
Opened the rites with ablution and sprinkled the grain
; : grain, to Athene
Ardently praying, and cast in the flames as an earnest the forelock
¢ were ended the prayers and the barl .
Instantly N estor’s son, hi gh-spirited grincc Th rasyi;:gc‘svas sprinkled,
Stepping anigh smote home with the axe: on the nape it des
Cutting the tendons, and loosened the might of the heifer; g
Rose from the women, the wives of the sons and the co 55 1 wailing
Eurydice, who of prince Clymenus was the first-born d“SOrt of Nestor,
Then from the wide-way’d earth they uplifted the h ;Ughtcr.
Baring the throat, and the leader of men Peisistrat R ouboucim
Out of it flowed black blood ; from the bones de o célt 1S
Soon was the body dismembered and cuttin thpartc the spirit.
113111 Ef it duly they sliced and covered it over Efithcchfla}fz i G
aking it double, and laid at th Fn
'(I)'hls did the old king burln gn th?: tbcﬁ)l;:sw acnhdugi{ ; Oft(i)c i
ver it poured ; and with five- ; 2 B
Now when the meat ofithe :’l:igll;?:f;sdcgorks stood striplings beside him.
%OPPI‘.‘&JLC rest of it small on the skcw::su:llzg a“fl tl:ic YCE e caten
en with the long sh S e : spitted the pi TRy
Meantime bathed %vs Brg it thi hands thcy began witﬁlcces ok
L as the son of Od i the roastin
atest-born of the daughters of old NYSse}.xs by fair Polycaste, g
So when at length he was bathed eleian Nestor.
Round him she cast fair raim ed and anointed with oil of the olive
Out of the bah then ol s beautiful manle and doublec ;
own by the prince of  hecie e like wn iming ,
So when the outs; of the people, the old King N et
Sire: side meat they h g Nestor, he sat him.
S::t::vgg :lﬁcm down they parto);k ::)df lt-lcif:slf)e:d S5 spewa from the sicwers,
em and carried the wine i anquet; and nobles as henchmen
ne in the goblet
goblets of gold to the feasters.

Now when at las

Now when at ]
s Fx ast thcy had lost all Jonoh
Thusbrsks lnce thewario knight,Gerenian Netor:
¥‘Eke tl}em, that Tell;: :n ¢ (;lar and the fair-maned hor:smr ; ;
: usdid he speak, anq ?}‘: us may forthwith fare on 1?” ?nd qulc’lfly
nto a car they at;ached g’ gave good heed to his w 13 journey. ;
lL quickly the fleet Paccdcljlr Py cucyedhin;
B} orses,

Also l)v. 1 f
re i

Relish 0—
; €s to such food asi
: S eaten by Zeus-loved princcs
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Forthwith Telemachus on the beautiful charjot mounted,

Also that leader of men chsgstrat.us, offspring of N estor,

Into the car upmounted beside him, and grasping the rein-straps
Whipped to a start, and the h.orscs atonce right willingly cantered
Down to the plain, soon leaving the steep-built city of Pylos,

Then for the whole of the day kept shaking the yoke on their shoulders,
Till, when the sun sank down and darkened was every roadway,

Unto the township of Phera they came and the house of Diocles,
Offspring of Orsilochus, wl?o was son of the River Alphéus;

Here did they rest for the ni ght, and as guests he entreated them kindly.

hen the morning was newly arisen, the rosea
g?gg‘gtway yoking the steeds, and the inlaid chari
Forth of the echoing portal they drave and the gat
Then did he whip to a start, and forward they wil

First to a plain wide-waving with wheat, then further and further

Eager to finish their course pressed onward the fleet-paced horses,
Tilgl, as the sun sank down and darkened was every roadway,

te-fingered,

ot mounting,

¢ of the courtyard.
lingly galloped,
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AIR Lacedaemon they reached. e
Here to the mansion they drave of the
Him in his palace they found in the mj
Holding a marriage feast for his peerle
I Sen.dm g.heti1 forth to the son of Achille
Whom long since in the land of the Trojans he i i
Vowing to give her; and heaven was nd’w comgfeiﬁgi%;hnigg;dc: ’
Her was he sending with cars and with chariot-horses to journe &
Unto the city renown’d of the Myrmidons, where he was chieftﬁin.
Also a bride he was taking—Alector’s daughter, of § parta—
Unto his son, the belovéd and stalwart youth Megapenthes
Born of a slave—for to Helen an offsprin g never was grante’d
After she once gave birth toa daughter of exquisite beauty,
Hermione, who was fair as the Queen Aphrodite the golden.

far-famed prince Menelaus,

ss son and his daughter,
s, the router of cohorts

]

Thus were holding a feast in the high-roofed halls of the palace
Neighbours and all of the kin of the far-famed prince Menelaus,
Making them merry ; amidst them a godlike singer was singing
Unto the sound of the harp; and aye as his song was beginning
Went two tumblers whirling around in the midst of the feasters.

Meanwhile reaching the gate of the palace the twain with their horses,
Nestor’s glorious son and Telemachus the heroic,

Halted, and here came forth and beheld them the lord Eteoneus,
Ever-alert attendant of far-famed King Menelaus;

Hurrying back to the house to report to the prince of the people, :
Close to his side he approached, and swift-winged words he addressed him:
“Guests be arrived, unknown—O Zeus-loved King Menelaus!—

Two bé the men, and like to the offspring of Zeus the Almighty.

Say, shall we loose from the yokes for the men their fleet-paced h_orsc;s:,,
Or shall we send them away where others shall give them reception ?
Sorely displeased gave answer the fair-haired prince Menelaus:

“Ne’er did I deem thee a fool, Boéthous’ son, Eteoneus,

—Never till iow; but behold, it is childish folly thou pratest.

Verily both of us often as guests at the table of others

Ate of their bread ere safely we landed—if truly in safety _

Zeus will protect us from evils to come. Go, loosen the horses; o
Then to the hall lead forward the strangers to share 11 the banquet.

mbosomed in cavernous mountains,

dst of a throng of his kindred



he man from the hall went busily hastin ¥
ea:ﬂ:irgtttcndants and bidding them follov{. 5
om under the yoke all sweating the horses,
m both in the stall, Ctl‘:ach OT at a manger,
It in the manger and mixed it wit glittcring barle .
‘?ﬁ?:;dﬂ?: ::lsagiiot up to the fmooth white wall of the courtyard, *
Then with the strangers returned to the wonderful house; and with Marve}
Gazing around them they entered the home of the Zeus-loved monarch,
For, as the sheen of the sun or the moon, there floated a glory
Over the high-roofed palace of far-famed King Menelaus.
Then, when at last they had sated their eyes with the pleasure of gazin g
Straightway into a bath well polished they entered and bathed them,
Now when the women had washed them and rubbed them with ojl of the ol;
Round them they cast soft mantles of wool and doublets and led them 2
Into the hall; and they seated them nigh Menelaus Atrides. i
Water for washing of hands by a maiden was brought in an ewer
Beautiful, golden ; and over a basin of silver she poured it,
Bidding them wash, and she stationed a polished table beside them,
Then did a grave house-dame bring bread and lay it before them,
Lavishly adding thereto from her stores full many a dainty.
Carrying platters aloft came also a carver and offered
Dishes of various meats ; and gold-wrought goblets he gave them.
Then to the strangers a greetin g addressed fair-haired Menelaus :
“Now partake of the food, and be welcome heartily ! Later ;
‘A;Lir the suppgr is done, we shall ask your names a)rrlc.l inform us
nce your —for 1 i : :

By 1 i S e o oo he e
Bearers of sceptres. By churl “msmey Bl
L fpokcn h{: 5 uli S_wl::rc suchlike ncvcr_bcgo.ttcn.
TR et OK rich meat and placed it beside them,
e P :) ha;_l ox that was served for himself as an honour.

y stretch forth hands to the food that was lying before them.

Odyssey Thus did he sp
17 Calling on other
7-76 These then, loosing fr
Carefully fastened the

Such, I belieye inc: a“_d of ambera, of gold and of silver.,
Riches unendi;,ln&de 1s the mansion of Zeus on Olympus!

I A
Thusash 8 Amazement possesseth me while I behold it.”
s € spake it was noted of fair-haired prince lIVIcnciat?s e :
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ore lifting his voice these swift-win
;Yv;;:;ffc.lcar childgren, with Zeu_s to compet
Lasting for ever and ever remain h}s mansi
Whether a mortal exists that can rival my
Possible were it but _far did I wander and :
Bringing them home in my ships, and t’hc eighth year saw my arrival,
Even to Cyprus I came and to Phoeq:cc and to Egypt;
Aecthiop tribes I beheld, and Erel:nbl.an ; Visited Sidon,
Libya too, where lambs from their birth bear horns on the forehead ;
Here do the flocks thrice yean in the year’s complete revolution ;
Never is lacking abundance to any—to lord or to shepherd—
Either of sweet white milk, or of flesh for the table, or cheeses;
Such an unfailing supply is af‘fordcgl by flocks to the milker.
While that in these far lands I was Journeying, gathering riches,
Wandering widely, another had meantime murdered my brother,
Caught unawares by the craft of his wife—that woman accurséd :
Thus do I feel no joy in the wealth whereof I am master. ;
Ah but, I trow, these things ye have heard your fathers recounting,
Whosoever they be, for immense was the woe that I suffered,
Even the loss of a home right happy and wealth in abundanf:e].]
Would that I dwelt in a homestead with only a part of n;]y ric .esl,l,ed
Yea with a third, and that still were living the heroes wf‘OA pcnss
There on the plain of the Troad afar from the pastures of Argos.
Still, though all of the men I bcu\.fafl and am ever Iamcnltmg,
Oftt’irncs thinking thereon as I sitin the halls of my pé:l SEE’mctimcs
Bidding my soul for awhile to delight in her SO{;;);V, aentation)
Bidding her cease (since soon one wearies of <:h11 zim o o
None of them all howbeit I mourn, though sore ym?albhorrer;ce
So as I grieve for the one—whose memory brmgf&chaea
Even of food and of sleep; for oka Ofth? ?)ontsdoestin gave him
None could dare and endure as Odysseus; bu e y
Many a woe, and to me-this inconsolable sogcr)s :md we know not
Sortow for one that is vanished away Ionghy at home they bewail him,
Whether he lives or is dead; and I ween that lopeia
Aged Laertes his sire, and the true—soulcg I;:I;fl hlias homestead.”
Yea and Telemachus, whom l}e lefess 2’:1 i?l the youth was awakened,
Thus did he speak, and alonging tc;l\:\::: e there trickled a teardrop.
Whil.e i o e o l‘r-:-t(ile;noflli’‘JBIPI":’ he Rele Menelaus
Hastily then uplifting his ma P b marking the prince Menelz
L e Wi;h - 1;13;1 disn; t‘}:c :iccpths of his mind and his spirit, i
Doubtfully mused for a while

ged words he addressed them: Odyssey
¢ none dareth of mortals ; I
on and riches, 77-117
treasures I know not; |

sorely I suffered



him alone and allow him to mention his father,

Odyssey Whether to lcavcwith and with questions straitly to test him,

1% or to bcgin forth
118- 167 hings in his mind and his spjr;
d revolved such things 1 nd his spiri,
Thus as ll;e ;'?aus::n :I;-::CCSS of a high-roofed chamber appearing
Out of the frag like Artemis, goddess of glittering arrows,

d— .
Helen aﬂ‘:fo‘,j;uf wrought chair by her maiden attendant Adrasté,
Scij]‘g‘l'asb Alcippe a Wrapper was carried of delicate sheep-wool;
While by ket of silver, a present to Helen

ied a bas i
ghﬁﬁ E;r?f,ly%us’ wife, Alcandré, dwelling in Thebae,
Cilty of Egypt, the houses whereof hold many a treasure.

e to the prince two bathing-vessels of silver,
gf‘lgbg;.;s; gta:ripods aSchll’ ndof gold.tcn talents he gave him,
Also his consort bestowed right beautiful presents on Helen,
Even a distaff of gold, and a fine-wrought basket of silver
Standing on wheels; butin gold were finished the rims of the basket.
This was the one now placed at her side by the maiden attendant
Laden with yarn well-dressed for the spinning, and o’er it the distaff
Lay outstretched with its wool dark-dyed of a violet colour.
So she reclined on the chair ; and below for her feet was a footstool.

Straightway then to her husband she spake and questioned him closely:

“ Know we at all these men, Zeus-foster’d king Menelaus ?
What is the race.they avow, these strangers that visit thy palace?
Should I dissemble, or speak what is true? I am minded to speak it.
Never before, I affirm, did I see such likeness in mortal,
Whether in woman or man (it amazeth me while I behold it),
Such as the youth here bears to the son of the noble Odysseus,
Telemachus, who was left as a newborn child in the homestead,
While that his father and ye the Achaeans for sake of a wanton,
Even myself, came boldly assailin g the town of the Trojans.”
‘P‘l er then in answer addressed these words fair-haired Menelaus::
s Vt;.]nly now I perceive, O lady, the likeness thou notest.
S::zh gere l;ruly the hands and the feet of the hero Odysseus ;
" andzgeth el gli'mce of his eyes, and also his hair and his forehead.
Czllin 5 S aJESt now, as I spake concerning Odysseus,
All forgm f::l:l : ow sorely he toiled and suffered affiction

2 My sake, from the eyes of the youth there trickled a teardrop;
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Lowly however he beareth his spirit and holds j¢ unseemly

Now on his early arrival to utter Presumptuous language 0d;

Here in the presence of one whose voice as a god’s dOthgcnch ;:-W
: A an

Touching myself, I was sent by the knight Gerenjan Nestor t us, T

Him to attend onhhisjourncy as guide—fo
oping to hear thee suggest some counsel for .
aaﬁy f trouble and grief, when a father is gonf?:gn?t}flzf Ii;:non. ;
Falls on a son, if l_1c lacketh another to help and defend him mestead,
Telemachus has it thl.ls—.for his father is vanished, and no one
None in the land of his birth, can he find to protec’t Bt e st 2
Him then in answer addressed these words fair-haired Mcnclausl n
«Verily now ’tis the son of a friend that is come to my palace 1
One that hath born.c for the sake of myself full many a trial! ’
Great was my longing to welcome him home as I welcomed no other
None of the Argives, had Zeus the Olympian, god of the thunder ;
Granted us both to return with the swift ships over the ocean. ’
Then had I found him a city in Argos and made him a homestead,
Bidding him come with his goods and his child from the Ithacan island,
Ay and with all of his people—A town I had emptied of dwellers,
One of the towns in the regionanigh, of the which I am chieftain.
Here had we oft foregathered in friendship, and nothing had ever
Parted us, each one loving and happy in love of the other,
Till at the last with its shadow the darkness of death overwhelmed us.
All howbeit was fated, I ween, and the envy of heaven
Cut from the one poor mortal the hope of return to his homeland.”

r be longed to behold thee,

Thus did he speak, and a longing to wail in them all he awakened :
Weeping was Argive Helen, the daughter of Zeus the Almighty;
Weeping was Telemachus, and prince Menelaus Atrides;
Neither did Nestor’s son keep tearless eyes as he listcne-d,
Deep in his spirit recalling the thought of the hero unrivalled
Antilochus, who was slain by the glorious son of the Morning. i
Thinking thereon, to the monarch with swift-winged words he addressed him:
“Atreus’ son, of thy wisdom, surpassing the wisdom of mortals,
Ancient Nestorwas wont to recount us, if €'er in his palace ‘
Mention was made of thy name and we plied each other \.mth questions.
Now too follow my counsel, if possible—since s I holdit, .
ailing amidst of a banquet is far from a pleasure, and daylig tl
Soon will be dawnin g. Iblame not indeed nor resent as unsceml)_r 4.5
eeping for one who is dead—whose destined doom is aCCOMPUSALE:
This is the one last due we can offer to pitiful mortals, « « - 3




’ - and the falling from f:hccks of the teardrop,
Odyssey Even the cmft'u;gl:f I}(I)aslt-l--ﬂ-for a brother that died—of the Argives i
it mr_fm}:n w:orst- and methinks thou’rt like to have known him; for
198-256 N one 3. 5 Icmcet 0;_ behold him; but ever of all was the fczl"cmost
Ne t_:ll' Ih «_jtis said, unrivalled in speed and in fighting.
Antilochus, ’ he fair-haired prince Menelaus:

1 g v t

Ii.ln hCﬂ in turn a e answer : M :
st Pl‘l'lctnd thOll 5pcak’st asaman CndOWCd Wlth thc Splflt Of WISdon']
3

. k and perform—yea, €ven a man that is elder.
;f;l,l, ;n :fi]ttssf;}? is thyl;'athcr, to speak thus wisely bccqmes thee.
Easily known is the child of a man whom Father Cronion :
Destines to bliss on the day of his birth and the day of his marriage,
Such is the fortune that all of hislife he hath granted to Nestor,
Yea and allots him a smooth old age in the halls of his homestead,
Blesséd in sons so wise and all unrivalled as spearmen.
Now let us, putting away this sadness that lately befell us, 3
Mind us again of the feast. Leta page bring water and pour it
Over the hands. In the morn we shall find full many a story,
Telemachus and myself, to recount each one to the other.”
Thus did he speak and Asphalion on the hands poured water,
Ever-alert attendant of far-famed prince Menelaus.
Then did they stretch forth hands to the food that was lying before them.

my parg

Meantime Helen the daughter of Zeus planned other devices,
Casting a drug in the wine from the which were drinking the feasters.
Soether of pain is the drug, and of wrath, and of every sorrow ;
Whosoe’er should swallow a drau ght thus mixed in a wine-bowl,
Not for the space of a day on his cheeks would trickle a teardrop,
Not if his father himself should die or the mother that bare him,
Nay not ¢’en if his brother be slain, or the son that he loveth
Fall by the edge of the sword, and he see them dying before him.
Many a suchlike drug, both potent and kindly, did Helen
Gain from the consort of Thon, Polydamna, a woman of Egypt.
(Here doth the fertile soil breed potent plants in abundance,
I];/Iany benign, thus mixed as a potion, and many malignant.
Ov;:lry dweller in Egypt moreover surpasseth as healer

thers of mortals ; for truly the folk is the race of Paeéon.)

STE‘:I? 22 Ct he potion was mingled she bade bear forth to the drinkers,
¢ more brake silence, addressing her husband in answer :

“Zeus-loved king Menel ;
S { “ing Menelaus At'ndcs, and all of you present,
4:“5 of illustrious sires . » « (It is God who to this oz? to that one




Giveth of good or of evil. T'o him are possible all thin gs)

Seated remain, I beseech, in the hall, and renewin th : Odyss
' i : e banqu yssey
Take fyc enjoyment in tales—I will tell one suiting the Seasgnu s
All of the stories I ne’er can relate, nor €’en can I name them. %7578
3

All the adventurous feats of the dauntless-h :

. One will I tell that was dared and was done E';r:;c{l: ?ﬁf:rs:f ’

. While in the Trojan land ye Achaeans suffered affliction £y

. Unto disfiguring stripes of the lash he subjected his bod 7

. Then with his shoulders enveloped in pitiful wraps, as ayb’ondman

" Into the wide-way'd town of the foe he audaciouslj; entered.

" Here he assumed the disguise of an utterly different person

. Evena beggar—a partscarce hisat the camp of the Grecia:'ls

" Thusin the town of the Trojans he entered; nor felt a suspicigm

. Any but [—for beneath the disguise of the beggar I knew him;

" Ayand I questioned him too; but he met me with crafty evasions.

. Lastly, whenas he was bathed and anointed with oil of the olive,

* Raiment I gave him to don and the solemn assurance I made him

| Not to betray him amidst of the Trojan folk as Odysseus,

ll Till to the huts of the camp he had come and the swift-winged vessels.
 Then did he clearly inform me of all the designs of the Grecians.

§ Thus he escaped, and many a Trojan he slew with the broadsword

" Ere to the Greeks he was come; and he carried them plentiful tidings.
" Then did the women of Troy raise shrill lamentation; but my heart
Joy’d, for already my spirit was changed, and again I was yearning
Back to my home, and repented the madness that queen Aphrodite
Sent me when thither, afar from my well-loved country, she led me,
Making me part from my child and my marria ge-bed and a husband

Lacking in nought—nor gifts of the mind nor beauty of person.”

- Her then in turn gave answer the fair-haired prince Menelaus:
“Verily, lady, thou tellest thy talein an excellent manner.

.~ Many a hero I knew, and his inmost thoughts and his counsels

- Carefully marked, and in many a far-off land d'id I-travcl,

~ Yetdid I never behold with my eyes such daring in mortal

. Like to the inborn courage of dauntless-hearted Odysseus.

Hear this too that was dared and was done by the Yallant hero.

© While in the wood-built horse were sitting the chiefs of the.Argwcs,
. Allof us, plotting to bring on the enemy dca_th and destruction,

- Thither anon thou camest. (A deity surely impelled thc}:]c, )

- | One that was wishing to grant to the Trojans glory and honour.

~ Godlike Deiphobus came also giving thee escort. 5
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e hollow a:lx:buzl_:, fthofu; ﬁaﬁeds.t
dyssey Testing by touct - by name on the chiefs of the Argives
0;{ Thrice all round xt:) f::;;giﬁh g voice of a woman of Argos.

27-916 Madest thy voice t ) Ifand the godlikc Odysseus
Meanwhile Tydeus 500 it {nys::t to thy voice as it called us.

ing to rise and to rush forth

om within to respond to thy calling;
o ch)tg essazlts)gial;o‘:fesliircagcr excitement and stay’d us.
%r;i); al!ysilcnt remaining the rest of the sons of Ach a:a,
Antic,lus was alone still wishing to give thee an ans(;:;i r; AT
Avand he opened his mouth; but Od){sscus was su e i
15 i};mly with powerful hands, thus saving the lives of the Grecians, ¢
Holding him fast till away thou wast summoned by Pztllas Athene.
Him sage Telemachus addressing 1n turn gave answer -
«Captain of warrior hosts, Zcus—loqu Mcm‘:laqs.A tr1dc§,
Still more grievous it seems that to hinder his pitiful ending
Nought did avail, though truly within him his heart was of iron.
Now will I beg thee to show us to bed ; "tis the season alread),r
Gladly to lay us to rest and with slumber sweet to delight us.”

Thus did he speak, and Argive Helen commanded her maidens

Under the porch two beds to arrange, and beautiful blankets,

Purple, upon them to cast, and over them coverlets spreading,

Mantles of wool moreover to lay enwrapping them warmly.

So from the hall went quickly the handmaids carrying torches.

Then, when the beds were strown, with 2 henchman to guide them the strangers,
Nestor’s glorious son and Telemachus the heroic,

Came i:orth unto the porch in the front of the palace and slept there.

Atreus’ son too slept in the innermost room of the mansion,

Long-robed Helen reposing anigh, most lovely of women.

- : :
ow when the morning was newly arisen, the roseate-fingered,

Then from his bed uprose Menelaus good at the war-cry,

Donned his apparel and hung him hj
. ; g him his keen-edged sword trom his shoulder;
Under his smooth-skinned feet then tyin g his lg)eautiful sandals

€ came asa god immortal in presence ;

ear to Od : 5 S
“Hero ng’;f:“}-‘; son then seating himself he addressed him :

. 2ChUS, come say what reason hath brought thee
N across wide wastes of the ocean,




«Captain of warrior hosts, Zeus-loved Menelaus Atrides
3

: I am come—h h -
Hither for news —hast thou aught to relate— , Odus
Wasted away and devoured is the wealth of my ﬁﬁf:ﬁnd‘flmg father, f ;”y
Filled is my palace with foes, who for ever infest it, and slauygh?;-1 estead ; $16 - 35

gheep of my thick-thronged folds and my shambling

: . crook-
gGuitors these of my mother, exceedingly insolent mortas k-horned cattle ;

herefore now to thy knees am I come, if
‘gcws of his pitiful death to impart. Perad\}::;(és:: :ﬁégzzﬁﬂ ?ble
Even with thine own eyes, or hast heard some tale from ana::.tslzlt
One who had wandered—for born to a pitiful fate was Odyss e
Nor do thou shrink to offend, nor speak soft words in com yas:ilés.
Tell me exactly the truth—how far thou hast chanced to lg)eholdnl.f
Lo, I entreat thee :—if ever my father, the noble Odysseus b
Either by word or by deed accomplished the thing that he iaromised
Where in the Trojan land ye Achaeans suffered affliction
This, I beseech thee, remember, and tell me the whole as,it happened.”

~ Sorely displeased gave answer the fair-haired prince Menelaus:

. «“Nay, by the gods! in the bed of a man right valiant-hearted

. These have chosen a couch for themselves—poor cowardly creatures!
F'en as it haps when a hind in the lair of a powerful lion
Maketh a bed for her fawns, new-litter’d and delicate sucklings,
Fares then forth to the slopes and the grassy ravines of the mountains
Seeking for pasture—and lo, to his covert returning the lion
Suddenly maketh of both of the yeanlings a terrible ending;

- Thusshalla terrible ending be made of the men by Odysseus.

- Would that, by Father Zeusand Athenaand Phoebus Apollo,

f Such as he proved when of yore in the flourishing island of Lesbos

~ Fearless he met with the huge Philomeleides in a contest,
Wrestled and heavily threw him, and all the Achaeans exulted ;
Would that he came—e’en such an Odysseus—to visit the sui'tors,
Bringing to all of them speedy perdition and nuptials of an guish!
Now for the matter whereof thou dost ask and entreat me, I promise
Nought will I wrest from the truth, nor evasively speak and deceive thee;
All that the ancient god of the sea—that prophet unerring—
Told me, of this will I nought keep back nor attempt to conceal it.

Once, as in Egypt I yearned to return to my home, the immortals

Hindered me still, for I failed to perform sufficing oblations oAty

(Yea and the deities will it that mortals shall keep their commandments).

Now by the mouth of Aegyptus, amidst deep surges of ocean, 47




¢ they give to the island is Pharos—
:?:t:}::: a holJlfow vessel can reach it
;¢ Distantso le of a day when the wind bIOEIM?ISthrlil};lehlnd her.,

356-595 Sailing the Whosf:cure whence many a well-bul vels o

Hereisa h.avcn - ocC;"’ with dark sweet water replenished,

Puts forth into't hercin by the gods I was holden, nor ever -

Days full twenty ine breath such breeze of the sea as attendeth

Rose witha favouring de expanses of ocean.

o'er wi
Vessels, to waff:t;g‘i)‘:::llﬂ]gouy consumed, and the strength of my com rades,
gJ owfh:‘ti}:i’;c?}) of a goddess who felt compassion and saved me,

ave fo

Daughter of Proteus, ancient and plow:;f; uslc%ii 21;%}:;3?&0,
Eidotheg, whose heart I had strong )f’_a oihen ik
While I was roaming alone an.d afar from e L i
These all over the coast of the isle were wandering wi c})]’ i
Fishing with well-bent hooks, since famine gnawec! at their belly.
Near to my side she approached and uplifted ht_tr voice and. addressed me :
“Utterly childish thou secm;t, (]3 strang_er,fagd mtio};nt.-wmled- S

is it choice that hath made thee remiss? Does suffering please thee
gcr;,l?tl:scl}:mg in this isle thou art holden, nor seemst to be.; able
Any escape to devise ; and thy comrades’ spirit is failing.
Thus did she speak ; forthwith then I answered and thus I addressed her :
“Whichsoever thou be’st of the goddesses, all will I tell thee.
Nowise willingly here am I held, but have surely by sinning
Angered immortals who dwell in the wide expanses of heaven.
Therefore tell me, I pray—since gods have knowled ge of all thin gs—
Which of the deities fetters me thus, and has hindered my going?
Tell me the way to return and the teemin g ocean to traverse !’
Thus did I'speak ; forthwith responded the beautiful goddess :
‘Yea, O stranger, the truth will I tel] thee and clearly ex plain it.
Oft doth an ancient god of the ocean—the prophet unerring—
Proteus, hither resort—an Egyptian immortal, who knoweth
g‘:‘; Ydit?tt‘;]}gf the scafs, and as herdsman serveth Poseidon.
L ﬁ;ccs l? all as the fathcr_proclazm who begat me.

» Shouldst thou be able by laying an ambush to catch him,

%illlhtch‘:;ltl hSllrely reveal thee—the course and the bounds of thy journey—
€ Way toreturn and the teemin g ocean to traverse ;

A i :

y and if so thoy shalt wish, Zeus-fostered prince, he will tell thee
of good and of illin the halls of thy homestead
dona journey so long and so grievous.’

; forthwith th :
I then I answered and thus I addressed her :
meanambugh thyself for the old sea-god, to ensnare him,

. :Je—and the n
Gy e lfs'ar from the 0




n he shall see me and, ware of m
Lest too sOOT CC m , Ware o urpose m
Truly to master a god is a difficult task for a)l;x}:;rtgl g i

; Od
go did I speak ; forthwith responded the beaytify] goddess: ;:);f“’!f
«Yea, O stranger, the truth will I tell thee and plainly dccl;;re it: 996 - 435

ft as the sun upmounting attaineth the midd
8ut of the brine creeps fprth that ancient oracfﬁ:rfs};zfvzg’
Hidden beneath black ripples he comes when the Zepg s Bl
Crawls from the water, and lays him to sleep in the shad);: of s
Round him the brood fin-footed of seals of the fair Halos dn?: aas
Issuing forth from the grey salt sea lie huddled together y
Sleeping, and rank is the smell they emit of the deep salt water
Unto the spot will I guide thee as soon as the morn i appearin 5
There will I hide thee and station thy comrades. Be carefu] togc,hoosc th
Three of the bravest of all of thy men in the well-decked vessels 3
Now of the magical wiles of that ancient god I will tell thee : :
First he will number his seals and will go on his round to inspect them ;
After the counting is over and every seal is inspected, ;
Down in the midst, as a shepherd amidst of his flock, he will lay him.
Now so soon as ye see him at last well settled for slumber,
Then is the moment at hand that ye look to your strength and your courage :
Hold to him fast, however he longs and attempts to escape you!
This he will try by assuming the form of whatever of creatures
Creeps on the earth, and of water, and fire that fiercely consumeth.
Yet shall ye ever the more persistently hold him and grip him,
Till at the last he shall speak and himself shall address thee a question,
Bearing the shape once more in the which he was seen as he slumbered ;
Then shalt thou loosen thy hold from the ancient god and release him ;
Question him too, O prince, which deity beareth thee malice;
Ask him the way to return and the teeming ocean to traverse.’

These words uttered, she plunged in the flood of the billowing ocean.
Then to the vessels, that lay high-beached on the sands of the sca—sh?rc,
Straight I returned, and my heart as I went grew dark with forebodings.
After at last I had come to the sea and arrived at my vessels,

After the supper was done and ambrosial night was descending,

Then did we lay us to sleep on the surf-beat strand of the ocean.

Now when the morning was newly arisen, the ros:cate—ﬁn gered,
Straight I betook me along by the beach of the wide-wayed waters
Uttering many a prayer to the gods. Of the band of my shipmates
Three I had brought, whom chiefly I trusted for any adventure.

¢anwhile plunging below in the broad-spread gulf of the ocean
D
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3 ¥ -
pths four sea-calves skins she had carried,

Odyssey Out (;_f ]t]h‘:h“gatcz giu'tc fresh—a device for ensnaring her father,

. Allof the e i);t » sand she had scooped out hollows for hiding
J36- 476 gjlt"’,n, sshi i until we arrived at the spot and ap Proach ed he:'.

JHng ed us and covered us each with a seal’s skip
od it been—thislying in ambush ; for sorel :
Tried us the deadly malodorous stench of the bx:mc-brcd sea~calves ;
(Where is the man would care to !:Je couched with a monster of oceap, ;
This howbeit she spared us, devising what greatly relieved us : ‘)
Bringing ambrosia, under the nostrils of each she applied it,
Breathing a scent so sweet that it copqucrt?d the stench of the sea-beast
Thus then all of the morning we waited -Wlth hearts of endurance s.
Till at the last from the brine came flocking the seals, and they laié the
urf-beat strand of the ocean. =

One by another in ranks on thes
Hioh was the noon when the old god crawled from the wate i
g r,and straightway,

Finding his fat-fed flock, went round it and counted the number
Counting us too in the number of seals, nor felt a suspicion E
Noticing nought of the snare ; and he laid him to slumber b
Suddenly then with a shout did we cast us upon him and hiﬁlc]ilis"t i
Fast with the hands; and the old sea-god forgat not his cunni 3
Firstly, behold, to the form of a long-maned lion he changed ll]qg.
Then to a serpent, and then an enormous boar, and a leo gcd : e
Ilz}{cll:c;l to w;ltcr, and then as a tree shot towcrin gu pwar}ziar ’
atheless still we persistently held him wi |
ey gToP:n e {;f eld'hml:}mth hearts 9f endurance,
Thus did he S};t?ak—-thata(;g try":ig B
* Say now, which of immorta;: ?l—g?'l B e aquestion:
Fhiik o enf ! ath given thee counsel, Atrides
: orce me by laying an ambush ? .
So did he speak ; forthwith then I B v e me?
‘Nay, thou knowest it! Why d ar;]swﬂcd and thus I addressed him :
LO, 1t 1s long in this st e {101(:1“ thou prate, old man, to mislead me?
Any escape to devise, and the h €n, nor yet am I able
hich of the deities fefters m: tglfn)usS :]l:l; iknl?'Wkdgc e
a :
SodidIs ; X and the teemin i i wY gm,ng E
e peak; forthwith then i g ocean to traverse.
Erg,e ;l:atrl;qu shouldst have oﬁ'credntsowzezed f0 tins e addressed me:
Over the wig]g_;la goodly oblation and pr > an ta gther immortals,
Since thoy ar:f arg sea with the utmospt :g : dthcn; [ gnee
. ated thy fr €cd to thy country,
o o thy well-bujle Koéinfrfd““ more to revisit, and ncvcry
arrive at the land of thy fathers,










- Now wasarrived, when a tempest of win

Ere once more tohthe f}]oc{d of the heav’n-
aking return thou shalt offer again so £ .
gn to ir%lmortals who dwell in th% wide ?;p?nl:;d;tg }?ct: iR Od!f:'.‘ey
Then shall the deities grant thee the path that thy soul EC",- 4 7518

Thus did he speak and my spirit was utterly broken within me

Since he had _b1d me retraverse my path on the mist-bound i

Back to the river Aegyptus, solong and grievousa journe ocean

Yet e’en thus did I find me the words to address him in ang. ;

«Well then, all will I duly perform, old man, as thou bidde:trcr-

Tell me however a thing that I ask thee, and clearly eXplain.it :

Whether the \'Jvholc of the Greeks came home unscathed in th:;ir vessel
All who remained when with Nestor I sailed from the land of the Tro'asr’a
Know’st thou of any that met an inglorious death on the ocean v
Or at the hands of his kindred, when wound to the end was the warfare ?’

Sprung river of Egypt

So did I speak ; forthwith then he answered and thus he addressed me:
¢Atreus’ son, what maketh thee ask? "Twere verily better

Nothing to know, nor to learn of my thoughts. Not long, I assure thee,
Tearless wouldst thou remain, if with all these sorrows acquainted.
Many a man of the Grecians is fallen and many surviving.

Two of the leaders alone of the bronzen-coated Achaeans

Perished returning (thyself wert present during the warfare).

One, still living, I ween, on the wide-spread ocean is holden.

Ajax met with his death in the midst of his long-oared vessels.

First by Poseidaon he was favoured, and coming to Gyrae

Under enormous cliffs found refuge safe from the ocean,

Yea and had surely escaped, though hated by Pallas Athene,

Had he not uttered a vaunt in his pride and infatuate madness,
Saying in spite of the gods he had traversed the gulf of tl.le waters.
Him did Poseidon hear as he uttered the arrogant boasting.
Straight with his powerful hands did the sca—go_d seizing his trident
Smite on the rock Gyraeana blow which cleft it asund.er.

Part of it held, but the part that was broken was flung in th-c ocean,
Even the portion whereon he had climbed and had sat in his madness.
So to the infinite depths of the billowing ocean it bore him.

There did he die, down-swallowing floods of the salt sea wz;ter.
'Tou'c_hing thy brother, escaping the dangers of ocean he sa SIY

- Crossed in his hollow ships, by the favour of Hera protectcc.

SRty e ~recinitous headland :
Ay and he nearly as far as Malea’s p reCIPlfioclllsw:l—swecping upon him
he home of the fishes,

- Carried him, heavily groaning, away to't 51



fthe land, once home of Thyestes,

Later the dwelling-place of Aegisthus, the son of Thyestes.
ia ater

6 HCHCC 00 da“;ncd for y P ning in sa Cty.
h b] OthCI a hO (o 01 Ictu.l f.
o i ‘ ; d wastthc Wind toa breczc Wthh wa&Cd hlm homeward-
S

Veered by the g‘éi d he step on the land of his birth, and exultant,

Then at the last 3 d untry he kissed it, and teardrops
: his own dear €O yh :
g‘douch;gg g:; S?critl}l]cojhcls in his joy at beholding his homeland.
any

: : scry, who was stationed

Him from a sentinel crag dllld a5 zlwa:'f)}:rfirsgccl rcv{fard for his watching,
There by the crafty el f r he had watched there

) talents of gold ; and the whole of a yea . ’
; eltl :}‘::: the king should pass and make him remember h-lS prowess.
Sti:ight did he haste with the news to the house of the prince oi."the people.
Here forthwith was a plot right cunning devised by Achsthu-s :
Choosing him twenty—the best of the fighters—he set them in ambush,
While at the opposite end of the hall he com{nanded a banquet.
Then did he go to invite Agamemnon the prince of the people;
Even with cars and with horses he met him—but broodcc! on murder ;
Welcomed him home, all unsuspecting of treason—and killed him—
Feasted him—killed him—as one might slaughter an ox at the man ger.
Neither was left one man that had followed with King Agamemnon,
Nor of Aegisthus’ men : all died in the hall of the palace.’

1 0
Odyssey Unto a distant bound

Thus did he speak, and my spirit was utterly broken within me.
Bitterly weeping I sat on the sand, and the heart in my bosom

Cared not for living on earth or longer beholdin g the sunlight.
Then, when at last I was weary of weeping and writhing in anguish,
Speaking again he addressed me, that ancient oracular sea-god :

¢ Atreus’ son, nolonger, I pray, persist in this endless
Weeplﬂ.g,whcrein no gain we shall find, Nay, rather bethink thee
How with the utmost speed to arrive at the land of thy fathers ;

So shalt thou seize him alive, unless he is killed by Orestes

; c ough bitter indeed was my SOrrow.
"I‘hen did I ofP"“ my lips and with swift—winged words I addressed him :

Even the one still helq : e, tell me the name of the third one,
b ]

Livi :

TLvﬁgﬁiﬁrId: ag;k'??ough bitter my grief, I am eager to hear it.’

‘He that | nl:: ; forthwith then he answered and thus he addressed me :
£an1s Odysseus the Ithacan, son of Laertes,

Plentiful tears he was sheddin g,

Hi :
sznn I'beheld on ap 1sland, ang

e e e

R
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eld in Calypso’s halls ; for the sea-nym ill wi i
Ilgecpeth him there all hopeless of reaghir?gh ts}:gi::ltlﬂ;; I?Fnlf) ul}:xon
Since no ship wcl'l—ﬁttcd with oars he possesseth or shi e
Such as to help him to traverse the wide expanses of oc[:)em o
Touching thysclf and th}: fate, O Zeus-loved prince Mc?]r::'l
Not with thy doom thou’lt meet midst horse-grazed mead . f
Thee to the ends of the earth and the plain Elysian later e
Gods everlasting shall b_rmg, where dwells fair-haired Rhad
Here is alife that of all is the lightest for earth-born mortalsa:mamhys;
Here comes never the snow, nor a violent tempest and rain-s.to .
Here incessantly breatl}cth the breeze of the soft-voiced Zeph rIrn :
Sent by the ocean to bring to the land and its dwellers refreslfmrx{ent
Yea, since Helen is thine, gods hail thee as son of the Highest. -

These words uttered, he plunged in the flood of the billowing ocean
Then to the vessels, together with those my heroic companions, 3

After at last we had come to the sea and arrived at the vessel,

After the supper was made and ambrosial night was descending,
Then did we lay us to sleep on the surf-beat strand of the ocean.

Now when the morning was newly arisen, the roseate-fingered,
Firstly of all down-dragging the ships to the vast salt water

On to the well-trimmed vessels we carried the sails and the mainmasts,
Then ourselves we embarked and seating us down on the benches
Smote with the well-ranged oars on the grey-green brine of the ocean.
Back to the stream we returned of the heav’n-sprung river of Egypt;
Here our vessels I moored and performed sufficing oblations.

So when appeased was the wrath of the gods everlasting, I straightway
Built Agamemnon a tomb, for his fame’s undying remembrance;;
Which things duly fulfilled I departed, and favouring breezes,

Sent by the deities, sped me across to the home that I yearned for.
Now come, hearken I pray, and remain thou here in my palace

Till the eleventh is past and the twelfth day come to 1ts dawning ;
Then will I speed thy departing and offer thee glorious presents,

~ Horses three and a car well polished ; and then I will give thee

- Alsoabeautiful cup, that whenever thou makest libation

- Unto the gods thou'lt think of thy friend so long as tho_u Lixest

{im sage Telemachus addressing in turn gave answer:

Menelaus, attempt no longer, I beg, to defald By ent

or the space of a year ‘twere €asy to sit with conten

i i rents
thy side, nor yearn to revisit my home and my parcit
' D

Straight I returned, and my heartas I went grew dark with forebodings.
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‘ ure with which to thy worgls'and thy stories
Such is tc]lu; Fr;?d;;gllfga dy my mates are weary ofhwalﬁn g

Raws.hc 1 fg 1P Ios—fir Iong is the time thou hast _cpt me.
Dgerin DAY AT her a present to keep as an heirloom !

: 6 oive rat
’I{I‘?:-schsl?og Itgy;cg;i:’c%lrv fvli-ll I take—far liefer I leave them

: u art lord of a plain and of pastures
Here, as the P;‘.ﬂe ziﬁhgcs:?ilrllsé a{}t:gdancc of lotus I;nd spear~grfejlss,
gﬁf}fﬁfg v:'hgat and with spelt anddwith brotzid*e:’:1;1';;11 g%zsterm g barley,
Ithaca holds not a mead, nor widespread courses for ? hg ’
Pastures it offers for goats more Iovcly.than pastull;es_ cln' dorses.
Suited for riding and pasturing horses is none of the is z;jn 2,
Lying exposed to the ocean, anFl Ithaca less than the others.
Thus did he speak. With a smile M_cnelaus good at the: war-cry _
Touched him caressing, and thus with a word of affection addressed him :
« Noble indeed is thy blood, dear child, since nobly thou speakest.
Well, I will make an exchange in the gifts—I can readily do so.
Out of the store of the treasures that lie in my palace as heirlooms
One that is fairest of all, unrivalled in worth, will I give thee,
Even a bowl for the mixing of wine, well-fashioned of silver,
All of it solid ; but finished with gold is the lip of the vessel.
Thisisa work of Hephaestus that hero Phaedimus gave me,
King of the people of Sidon, who once in his palace received me,
Thither returning, and now I am wishful on thee to bestow it

€4as

Thuslong time did they hold such converse one with the other.
Meantime banqueters flocked to the house of the godlike monarch
Bringing the sheep for the feast, and wine which gladdens a mortal.
Bread moreover was sent by the fair-tressed wives of the feasters.
Then in the hall of the palace they busily furnished a banquet.




Over to spacious Elis to cross, for a dozen of brood

- -mares
There I possess. H ard-labqurmg mules I am rear;
Still unbroken, and one I will take from the m?tt-;?g:; r::;lit:litthfm,

Thus didllécfpeaki,ar;d thl:y gfed withamazemen
Gone to Neletan Fylos, but thought he was sti] ;

somewhere either afield with the flocks or pe:h;;stv}:r‘i:t(l:lo&zt?,' h
Then spake Antinous, Bupeithes’ son, and addressed hip - R
«Tell me the truth | Say, when did he go? What followers took he?

Were they the pick of the Ithacan youths, o :
Servants and thralls of the farm? He was Ca;:;few of his own men,

le even of thi
S too.
Also relate me the truth of the matter and give me assurance -

Took hc? by_fo.rce and in sPitc of thy vyishes thy black-hulled vessel ?
Or was it willingly lent him—thy ship—when he asked and entreated 2
Straightway Phronius’ son thus answered, the famous Noémon 2 :
« Willingly lent was my ship. How could one possibly elsewise,
Seeing a man like this, with a mind so full of vexations,

Begging aloan? "Twas truly a difficult thing to refuse him.

Also the noblest youths of the land—we only excepted—

Join’d him as crew ; and Mentor I noticed embarking as captain,
Mentor or else an immortal in all points like him exactly.

One thing puzzles me still; for the godlike Mentor I saw here

Yester dawn—Dbut the vessel had started already for Pylos.”

These words uttered, he left them and went to the house of his father,
While in the valiant spirits of both fierce anger was kindled.

Unto the suitors they called to desist from the games and be seated.
Then spoke Antinous, Eupeithes’ son, and addressed them:

Wroth was the man, with a heart in the turbulent depths of his bosom
Swelling with rage, and his two eyes blazing as flames of a furnace:
“Heavens! A fine thin g now—and an impudent too—_—has accom plished
Telemachus, with this voyage of his that we never believed in.

Gone is the child, and in spite of us all! He has simply defied us— :
Got them to launch him a ship, and has chosen the best of t}_lq rowers!
Now still more of a plague he will prove. Zeus hurl to perdition

Him and his fury before he shall hatch new troubles to vex us.

Come now, give me a good swift vessel and tvv.fenty companions,

So shall I lay me an ambush and watch hisarrival, and catch him

Just ’twixt Ithacan shores and the rock-bound island of Sam('),s’.

Doleful enough he’ll find these sailings in search of a father e

. Thusdid he speak, and they all of them shouted approval and urged It.
Then forthwith uprising they entered the house of Odysseus.

t,forne’er had theydeemed him ¢
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Odyssey Neither for long th
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m Penelopeia was hidden

All that was said, and the plot s0 darkly devised by t}}c suitors.
Medon the herald informed her, who oft to the plottings had listened
Standing outside of the court as they wove these counsels within it,

Thorough the palace he hasted to tell it to Penelopeia,
m the stone of the door she perceived and addressed hj
m :

Till, as he stepped fro
« Wherefore, herald, I pray, art thou sent by the arrogant suitors?
attendants of godlike Odysseus

Cam’st thou to order the women

Laying aside their tasks to prepare these mastersa banquet?

Would that without more wooings, without more banquetings either
3

Now on the spot they’d sup their last and their latest supper!
Ye that as wolves come trooping and wasting the wealth of t
Riches of Telemachus wise-hearted, I weengthat ye ncve: el
Heard your fathers in days of the past—you being but children—
Speak of Odysseus and how he was prized by the men that begat
}1{ ow that he never in word or in deed wrought any injustice AL
U ;1t9 the people—the wont of a ruler appointed by heaven
VTS hile that he hateth the one of his subjects and favours an;th
No! by Odysseus was none €’er treated with prid %
Whil at ithpride and presumption

ilst for yourselves . . . what spiritis yours, what sh b
Plainly appears; and to him that is kind AR CE e vty
Then 4id the sage old Medon :11 ei; mlch are utterly thankless.”
“Would, dear lady, that this \’vere tlf:im’rafdt{ c';ls hcr_m R T
GTreater by far is the crime, and fraught § Oft e eV}Is that threaten!
Now by the suitors devised. God Emt ﬂlllol'e et e
Tele_machus with the edge of the Sg ; that they never fulfil it !
TR word they are meaning to murd
Lately he Startg dgfmgp omeward ; for, hoping to hear of his fathr 5

or Pylos the fair and divine Lacedaemon.” &

ereafter fro

Thus did he speak, and wi
T »and with knees and wit 1
F;fwdede;selro:yge:h: nrgrr;]amed, struck mutcf]v:rlﬁ?lret alltg::i T e
Till at the last sh:: re the flow of her clear-voiced %tter = ft'e?rdrops
“Wherefore heraldc?vered her speech and addressed hfmeB i
; » 2 Pray, 1s my son departed ? He n::\lrilsn G
! e

Needed t
_ 0 mount o :
Ride as N ship—on 1
a hors a swift- ac .
€ and traverse the watery Wpastzdoﬁlslsel e
€ ocean.

ﬂh

% or else of the fate he hath met with.”




*

It chamber
amented her maidens, :

g as the old, in the palace.

Uttering pitiful wails, and around her
All of the women a_ttenda}nts, the youn
These then aqdressmg with many a groan spake Pcnclopcia :

«ear ones, listen—for sorrow ha_th Zeus the Olympian sem: me
passing the sorrows of all of the friends and the mates of my childhood
Erstwhile lost I a husband-—m)[ lord with the heart of 2 lion_— :
Foremost of all of the Grecians in every manly perfection,

Him whose fame 1s abro:?d through Hellas and midmost Argos.

Now is my dearly-belovéd, my son, swept hence by the storm-blasts
Vanished from hearing and home—nay, e’en of his going I heard not!
Ah, hard-hearted ! for none of you, none, took th

ought to inform me,
Waking me out of my slumbers, and none, though fully ye knew it,

Said to me aught when he mounted aboard of the black-hulled vessel,
Had I but known he was making him ready to fare on ajourney,
Verily either at home he had stay’d, though bent on departure,

Else he had left me behind him dead in the halls of his homestead.
Nay come, one of you haste and the good old Dolius summon,

Even the slave I received, ere hither I came, from my father.

Now to my garden of trees he attends. Go, see that he quickly

Sit by the side of Laertes and tell him of all that has happened.

He peradventure will weave a device in his mind, and in public

Unto the people will proffer his plaint of the men v_vho ) ﬁcrcel):,
Purpose his seed to destroy and the seed of the godlike Odysseus.

Her did the nurse give answer, the dear old Eurycleia:

“Slay me, my mistress belov’d, with the pm.lcss b}adc, or in pity
Leave me to live in thy halls—not a word v-wll I hide of the matter.
Allof it, all, did I know ; I supplied him with all that he wanted, 8
Even with bread and with sweet strong wine, and I Sf{lcmﬂly promisc
Nothing to thee to reveal till the twelfth day came to 1ts dawning
(Didst thou not miss him before, and by questioning learn his departure)

Lest thou perchance shouldst weep and thy fair face mar with thy weeping.

i e
Nay now, bathe thee with water and throw fresh raiment around thee,

: i ts
Then to thy upper apartment ascending with women attendan

Pray to Athena, the daughter of Zeus who beareth the aegis.

Sheisa goddess that evcg from death will be able to save gll[::iievc =

Trouble the old man not !—he hath trouble egoqgh—'atzls ’
eer is the race of Arceisius’ son by the blesséd immor
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- Thus did she waver in d

. ir shall survive and shall hold in possession
Hat;d 7 ?gff;):;lc?aﬁl:hsc ?'ruitful domains spread widely around thep, »
Hig -ro0
) : t and her pitiful tears; and her lady,
Thus did ShF sﬁ'fh};i{;im:i and cast fresh raiment around her,
After herself s nding with women attendants

t asce
Unto her uPPl}:’;}?’t‘;’fé'ﬁ’:rr;ey for sprinkling and prayed to Athene:

Placed in a bas h is, thou maiden unwearied
& s who beareth the aegis, | ¢d,
L‘sthﬁg'h;?csgrz gll‘] yore in his homestead wileful Odysseus

1 .

igh pi fsheep or of oxen
thy honour the fat thigh pieces o .
'}Ig‘;:: ;tl:)escgch thee remember, and rescue my son, my bcl‘c’wcd !
Ward far off the malicious designs of the insolent suitors |

These prayers uttered, she wailed, and he.f VOWSs were heard b}r the goddess,
While from the shadowy hall came sounding the din of the suitors,
All of the insolent youths thus shouting, the one to the other :

« Lo now, truly at last our lady of many a wooer :
Thinketh of wedding—nor knows that the death of her son is determined.”

Thus spake one to the other, nor knew they of what was determined.

Antinous then turned to his fellows, and thus he addressed them :

““See to avoid, good sirs, all language loudly disdainful—

All such boasting—that none to the palace within shall report it.

Rather in silence, so far as ye can, let us rise and accomplish

All we bespake, for the thing we decided was fully agreed on.”

Thus did he speak, and choosing him twenty, the best of the rowers,

Forthwith went on his way to the ship and the strand of the ocean.

Here did they first draw down to the deep sea water a vessel,

Then, on the black-hulled vessel embarkin g the sails and the mast-tree,

All of the oars to the tholes made fast with the lashin gs of leather,

Each inits place, and the white sails hoisted aloft on the yardarm.

‘I\queapons also aboard were carried by haughty attendants.

& }‘;’g Wheril at last she was moor'd hi gh out in the harbour, embarking
con thevessel they supped and awaited the comin g of even.

%‘jiltii: ht;]r ulpper apartment remained wise Penelopeia.
g she lay on her couch, and heedless of thirst and of hun ger

Mused on her val;

valiant son—wya :
she

Or was he doomed 5 i yet to escape from destruction,

E’en asalion that waye
Fearmg, as closer they d

8 oubt till, a deep sleep falling upon her,




Backwafd softly she sank with her joints a]] loosened, and slumbered

- Ud“l?‘fr‘r
ssey
Other was now the d}fvmc of the grey-eyed goddess Athene. 4
First she created a phantom. Inform it waslike to a woman 794838
r |

thimé, who was daughter of Icarius gregt.

IHhcr Eumelus had.takcn to wife, and heghc?rtn: :ﬁ:;ﬁ'Ph
Then did she send it to go to the palace of godlike Od ssc::;ac.)
Bidding it make the bewailing and sorrowing Penclogeia ’
Cease from her groang)g and shedding of tears and her sad lamentation.
Into the room by the hole of the latch-strin g entered the phanto
Stood at the head of the queen, and thus it began to addre{:s fen .rn,
«§leep’st thou, Penclopeia, outwearied at heart with thy mournin ?
Ne'er can it hap that the gods, who live at their ease in the heavcng
Wish thee to weep fmd to sorrow. Again to his home they will br,ing him
Even thy son—rfor in nought hath he vexed the immortals by sinning.” :
Then forthwith gave answer the wise-souled Penelopeia, ;
Though at the portal of dreams she already was slumbering softly:
«Wherefore now art thou come, O sister? Never aforetime
Here to resort was thy wont, since distant far is thy homestead.
Yea and thou biddest me cease from my pain and forget my afflictions,
All those many afflictions that torture my mind and my spirit !
Erstwhile lost I a husband—my lord with the heart of a lion,
Foremost of all of the Achaeans in every manly perfection,
Him whose fame is abroad through Hellas and midmost Argos.
Now is my well-loved son on a hollow vessel departed,
Yet but a child, unskilled in the deeds of a man and in speaking.
Him Ilament more bitterly still than I mourned for his father,
YeaIlament and I tremble in fear lest aught shall befall him
Either amon g those people he visits, or else on the ocean,
Seeing that many a foe plots evil devices against him, i
Longing to kill him or ever he win to the land of his fathers.
Then to the queen once more made answer the shadowy phantom:
“Take thou courage, nor feel in thy heart such dread and despondence.
She who attendeth and guards him is such thata mo_l"lal in peril
Ever will pray her to stand at hisside (for to aid §hc is able), ;
Pallas Athena, the goddess who pities thee now in thy soa:row}; x

ea itis she that hath bidden me come this message to bring thee.
Then to the phantom again spake wise-souled Penclope1a :kcn

Art thou divine, or hast listened to words by divinity SP‘;l 3

ome, I beseech, and the fate of that other unfortunate te Il_n i

hether he still is alive on the earth and beholdeth the Suntighi
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e dead and already below in the mansion of Hades ¢’
een once more made answer the shadowy pha
fate of thy lord I can say to thee nothing fo ntom';
ris dead ; and an evil is idle discussion or certain

These words uttered it glided away by the bolt of th
Into the air and the breezes of heaven ; and out of hei S;?lor};"“
Penelopeia awoke, and the heart in her bosom was li ghtem dc.-:rs
Such was the clearness with which had approached her t}?:t ;ri ]
ight,

Now had the suitors embarked and had voya
: ; : ed th
Plotting a violent death in their hearts for )t'hg son ocf }gct:l];ss:f the waters
eus-

Far from the land there riseth a crag in i
o the m
]LUSt twixt Ithacan shores and the r%ck-boun:lcizia?}fdt }cl:? S\;Vaters,
Tstc:ns ; tiny the inch, but within it a harbour for shippi SR
wy-mouthed ; here the Achaeans awaited him lyinzpilr?g Biish
3 mbush,

Odyssey Or—is h
;7 Thentothequ
834 -847 “Touching the
Whether helives o

6o
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Never be kindlyhaficctioned agaLi;n’ nor loy
Any that beareth the sceptre as king, nor righteously m:

Nai let him rather be hard and be cruel ang practisg i%l‘:ﬁ?i!l

So s it true that the godlike Odysseus by none is remembereq.

None of the people he governed and lovin gly ruled as a father.

Now on an island he lieth, and cruel the pain that he suffers, ;

Held in Calypso’s halls; for the sea-nymph still with com pulsion
Keepeth him there all hopeless of reachin g the land of his fathers,

Since no ship well-fitted with oars he possesseth or shipmates,

Such as to help him to traverse the wide expanses of ocean.

Also his dearly-belovéd, his son, they are meaning to murder

While he is voyaging homeward ; for hoping to hear of his father

Lately he journeyed to Pylos the fair and divine Lacedaemon.”

Her then in turn gave answer the Father who gathers the storm-clouds :
“Nay but my child, what word by the door of thy lips hath escaped thee ?
Surely the plan was devised, and by none but thyself, that Odysseus
Safely returned to his home should wreak his revenge on the suitors.
Telemachus do thou guard with thy guidance (for well thou art able)

So that without all harm he shall come to the land of his fathers,

While all baffled the suitors return once more in the vessel.”

ing and gentle,

These words uttered, to Hermes, his well-loved son, he addressed him:
“Hermes—for ever as herald thou bear’st the behests of immortals—
B ing to the fair-tressed nymph our will’s immuta.ble verdict,

ven that patient Odysseus return and arrive at his homeland,
Neither by furthering aid of the gods nor of men that be mortal—

3y, on a firm-lashed raft shall he sail and with sufferings m&'dﬂ)’

a)'(si fli_ll twenty shall drift, till he come to the Sclierxan island,

and of a nation aki ods, Phaeacian people; -

¢se in their he:.l:tl: vt?l;};:\irc him and honour him like anl 1mdmortal,
“aand will send him again in a ship to his well-loved homeland,

o1



fbronze and of gold and of raiment

a present 0
d won from the land of the Trojans

Giving him many

Odyssey
y  Richesso greatas he never ha
4576 Had he returned unscathed and received full share of the boot
Thus is he fated his friends once more to revisit and once morg '
d arrive at the land of his fathers,”

Win to his high-roofcd home an

Thus when he spake, H ermeias the Messenger, Sla
Quickly .obcycd, and he bound to his ankles %hc beai’;:irfzfArgus'
Golden, immortal, that carry him over the waters of o it
Swift as the blast of a storm, and across earth’s boundl s
Took then his wand, with the which men’s eyes he Sob SRP et
E’en as he wills, while others again from thei entranceth toglumbe
So wi i & eir sleep he awaketh :

1th_ the rod in his hand the redoubtable Slayer of A it
Flew, jtll] above the Piérian land from the sk to}’ tho il
Plunging he sped mid the waves of the sea ag a e
8}:er‘the I;crtiil ous gulfs of the barren cxPar’lscs o(f:'(:)::rgorant speedeth

asing the fishes and drenching i ealy

T!] us Hermeias was bornf: x;:ii;int%;ni:?ik i plumage.
SRR U e i ?1;:: throng o.f the billows,
Here from the violet depths of th e far-Oﬁ:lSland‘
Into the island until he was comci ocean emerging he mounted
Home of the fair-tressed nymph {Oﬁ ik e
g:igh trom 2 hearth ghot UPWErdZ i ;nd. he found her within it
sPrZEES of splintered cedar and juniper e o hwl.ddy around it -
i as 1tfblazcd; and within with a b i f‘c G

ving in front of h 12 eautiful voice sh ¥l
s a:‘:lxc'llolom, and with shuttle of gold :h: WaS UGN,
Alder was the clustered around it w S

reand poplar a as growing a co ice:

Man : Plarand c g acoppice
Ma : alfong-""mgcd bird in the ypresstf delicate perfume 35

ny a fal copse 3 ia
RS ho R

ne which busy th attering sea-crow
i y themselves with a li >
a life on the ocean.

ne ]
g

Spreadin
Richl}r bgdairgohutﬁ soft mead
Allmight wong

ows with vi
Vedelan s lqlcts blossomed
rtnp vien's I;(rlnnvfon:tal,. if haply he ¢ am:‘:g parsley
rejoice in his heart to beholg I:t:,
l -

Here stood gaz;
Till at the 1 832ing in wond
S5tk st i the Mess
62 €0 his spirit was full;ri%:?elsalf )&er OFI;‘krgus,
ed with gazing,




¢ wide-mouthed cavern he entered .

to th » and standj
;l:mightway known was the god to the bcautifuis a:ttlimg before her o
. k g dess Cal S0 Yyssey
Seeing that never unknown isa deity unto anoth er, YPso, o

irits immortal, not €’en if b
None of the spiri 5 €nithe dwells at a d; 77116
Not inside of the cavern hf‘ f:ound great-hearted Odysse l;‘:}tancc.
| Outonthe bea'ch he: was sitting and weepin g,as ever afor;:timc
Painfully racking his soul with his grieving and groanin g and v:rgcpi ng

Gazing with tears in his eyes at the barren expanse of the ocean
goddess Calypso,

Now with a question addressed him the beautify]
After the god on a polished and glittering chair she had seated :
« God of the golden wand, Hermeias, revered and belovéd,
Say now, why art thou come? Thou camest rarely aforetime
Tell me the whole of thy thought. Tam bid by my heart to fulfil it
What to fulfil I am able, if Fate shall permit the fulfilment. :
Now come, follow within! I will give thee a welcome as guest-friend.”
These words uttered the goddess, and placing a table beside him :
Full of ambrosia, mixed him of rich red nectar a goblet.
Soon was he drinking and eating, the Messenger, Slayer of A rgus.
Now when atlength he had supped and contented his spirit with eating,
Unto the goddess he turned and thus he addressed her in answer :
«“Thou who art goddess hast questioned a god on his coming, and therefore
All that as message I bear will I truly relate, as thou biddest.
Zeus hath commanded me hither to come, and I came—but unwilling.
Who would willingly cross such spaces of salt sea water?
Terrible, endless ! and never at hand was a city of mortals
Where to the gods oblation of choice fat victims is offered.
Ah but the mind and the purpose of Zeus who beareth the acgis
None can evade or annul, not even another immortal.
Here in thy home is a man, he asserts, most wretched of all men,
All of the others who fought at the siege of the city of Priam
Nine long years—In the tenth, when the city was sacked, they departed
Homeward ; but during the voyage they sinned and oﬁ'er}dcd Athene;
Therefore roused she the wind and enormous billows against them.
Then did the rest, yea all of his brave companions, perish;
Hithcr aloene he was borne by the stress of the Wll’l(:.] and the billows
Him Zeus bids thee to send on his way—and as q.ulckly as may be.
Destiny willeth it not that he die here far from his dear ones,
Sll’{cc he is fated his friends once more to revisit and ofn};:ft ?]?Il;srs “

1n to his high-roofed home and arriveat the land of his fathers.

Thus did he speak and she shuddered, the beautiful goddess Calypsos




3 : ift-winged words she addre :
; ceand with swift-winge: ssed him
Odyssey Then upralscg S::::;L :f ;f heart and exceedingly Jcalc;)us !
»  «Trulyye g: sthat a goddess shall matc‘wnh aman that is mortal,
117 - 166 Ever ye grudget be done and she take him as consort and love him,
Openly though it was chosen by Morning, the ros.catc-ﬁngercd,
Thus when Orion lous, who live at your ease in the heaven,

All of you gods ik Artemis, golden-enthronéd,

=l ia’s isle chaste :
Elll :;h?;;}’g; ;;?flss::shafts assailed him and suddenly slew him,
au

¢ : ir-tressed goddess Demeter,

Also ‘}”thhh:;ﬁ?t‘:g:?i:gc“{zsrunitcd ing tender embracements,
%ilicli:}lgl a‘:hricc-ploughc d fallow they lay, ri ght quickly percetved it
Zeus: and he cast with the blinding bolt of his thunder and slew him,
Now once more ye are jealous, ye gods, that I live with a mortal,
Even the man that I saved as he clung to the keel of his vessel
Sole—for the swift-winged ship with the blinding bolt of his thunder
Zeus in the midst of the wine-dark ocean had smitten z.md shattered.
Then did the rest, yea all of his brave companions, perish; ]
Hither alone was he borne by the stress of the wind and the billows,
Him did I tenderly cherish and nourish, and also I promised
Even to make him immortal and ageless for ever and ever.
Ah but the mind and the purpose of Zeus who beareth the aegis
None can evade or annul, not even another immortal.
So, let him go!—since such is the will and command of the Father—
Over the wastes of the sea let him go! No aid can I give him,
Since I possess no ships well fitted with oars and with rowers,
Such as to help him to traverse the wide expanses of ocean.
Yet will I readily prompt him thereto, nor will practise concealment,
So that without all harm he shall come to the land of his fathers.”
‘I:Icr then in turn gaveanswer the Messenger, Slayer of Argus:
L:Z;CHCF:OSV, speed his departing, and slight not the wrath of the Fath er,

peradventure hereafter in anger he send thee affliction.”

These words uttered, de i
» departed the valiant Slayer of Ar us.
gﬁg:k%regt—hﬁartcd Odysseus to seek did the l}zrldy Ca]y;g)so
o stﬂl s‘;:a_ ¢ her, a5 s00n as she heard the behest of the Father.
ting she found on the shore; incessant the teardro ps

lood : :
W?EI: golsllii?}f;’ anld Cbbmgoaway was his life and its sweetness,
Truly at night hm}: A0k pined, no longer in love with the sca—nymph.
Slept by he§sidcein fﬂ el ﬁ‘,‘d_i“g ameans of refusal)

gu day long howbeit ;:z\rc, unwilling indeed—but she willed it.

aton the rocks or the shingle




AR me on my i
Wailing and pining to death! Tam ready to speed ¢ hyylzlca;:r,mre

me now, fell with the axe tall timber anq ; in:
g::o a broad-beameq raft, and a bulwark fix i'?lonullt, ;c:)%]eitthcr
High, thatin safctY. it carry thee over the mist-bound ocean
Then on the raft will I place wheat-bread, sweet water and red wi
Food that delighteth the heart of a man and appeaseth his h ; wine,
Raiment to clothe thee ?nthal will I give, and 2 breeze will Ir;geg. :
Such as shall bring thee in safety again to the land of thy fathe:srl e
Should the immortals be willing who dwell in the infinite heavén
Since they are stronger than I to devise what they will and perform jt.”
Thus did she speak and he shuddered, the patient and godlike OdYSSC;IS'
Then upraised he his voice and with swift-win ged words he addressed l;er :
«QOther is here thy device, O goddess—not homeward to send me— :
While on a raft thou bidd’st me retraverse a gulf of the ocean
Such in its terrors and perils that never a well-built vessel
Voyaging swiftly and gladdened by Zeus-sent breezes will cross it.
Ne'er will I mount on a raft—still less if it give thee displeasure—
Art thou not willing to swear me an oath and solemnly promise
Never against me to plot a device that is evil to harm me.”
Thus did he speak, and smiling the beautiful goddess Calypso
Touched him with gentle caress, then opened her lips and addressed him :
“ Truly thou seemest a rogue—not at all with the wits of a weakling—
Craftily thus to devise in thy heart these words thou hast uttered.
Well—be my witness the earth and the infinite heaven above us,
Yeaand the water of Styx which floweth beneath us—the greatest,
Most terrific of oaths e’er sworn by the blessed immortals—
Ne'er will I plot a device that is evil against thee to harm thee.
Nay, what I think and intend to advise is exactly the counsel
I to myself would give, were suchlike need to befall me.
Also‘in me is a mind which loves what is fair and is sccm!y, -
Nor is the heart in my bosom of iron ; it feeleth compassion.

These words uttered, at once went forward the beautiful goddess,
Hastily leading the way, and he followed the steps of the sea-nymp b
oon they arrived, both goddess and man, in the shade of the cavern.
ere did Odysseus recline on the chair from the which had a&'lsen
€fmes, and near him the nymph laid out all manner of viands, 7
E
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Odyssey Many a meat and a drink—such food as is eaten by m ‘
chair she reclined full fronting the godl)i(ke g:;;}:s ;
eus’

y  Thenona
197-2% While that her maiden attendants am brosia brought her
Now did they stretch forth hands to the food that was 1 ?;d nectar,
d lost all longing for meat and )t,hegw bi:fore them
scup,

Till, when at Jast they ha
g the beautiful goddess Calypso:

Once more made beginnin
««Zeus-born son of Laertes, thou wise and wileful Odyss
eus,

Dost thou indeed so wish to the well-loved ]
Now forthwith to return? E’enso, goodcforizg Dy el
Yet, if thou knewst in thy heart what measur efattcnd thee |
Still it is fated for thee to fulfil ere reachi ¢ of woe and afflict
Here thou’ldst wi : ing thy homeland o
st wish to remain, and to rule as th »
Yea and be made an immortal—ho s the lord of my hou
After th w strong soever th ousehold
y consort—for whom thou art sighi Y yearnings 3

Ay and e orledamidiablsito ighing for ever and alwa
el ryi retn] oast me of beauty y
Earth-born women to vie with i surely it never beseemeth
Sl i immortals in form and in f
«G ressed these words d din eature.”

oddess and queen, O : s deep-plotting O
Welldo T know it that ik eak notin anger! I know it e iy
Seems less comely in i :n:l:q to thee wise Penelopeia yself too—
She i an earth-born woman u;l form less noble to look o
STl enie ifis tene amlll and thou art immortal and n.
g,fter-my home, and ’I drean;-J ntgmg and yearning for ev o
Alen if a god should shatter of the dawn of the day of e
Ml W}iul Ihbear, for the hcartril:,y raftboﬂ the wine-dark olftummg :

uch I have my bosom disdai )ccan,
Seen on the seiugg?d already, and man;ladlsd?meth disaster.
Thus did he speak amdwar: let this to the nPuCl' iland hardship
Ehen did the twai;l t?) thF sun went down a”:lbcr be added!”

ere they delighted an inner recess of the nd the darkness de
ighted in1 of the cay scended.
ove and abode right ol ern betake them.
ght gladly together.

elicate IOVC

ate, lovely;

Beauifl fuhioned o g
nen she beth °ught0f

r her waist th
gold : and then fastened a gird
F:f}f!y a great wo::)d.z:er tosend oﬁi:i?s:d v hoOdgsll;clgl’welo ed
s o, 10 his hands o il Odysseus.
66 2 helve of the ~¢dged ; and firml ted, she gave him,
Wood of an olive ofy ‘;fnse;tc? R
) onderful beauty.
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y1so she gave him an adze well-sharpened, and going before 1

ﬁ"d toan end of the isle where tall straighe timbgc?arga,sbcfii:.h‘m Odyssey
Alder was there and poplar and pine which reacheth tt:vghezwl o
Dry long since, well-seasoned and buoyant to float en,
After the spot sl}c had shown where tai] st
Homeward again she betook her, the bea

237 .15

raight timber was S
utiful goddess Caly%:gfvmg i

Then did he hew him his rafters, and quick]

Twenty the trees that he felled, and hglopp’):l ;};fc‘f::r-nkwr?ta}?fhh:adw?-
Planed them and cut all straight to the line with the skill of 2 m i
Now meanwhile she had brought to him borers, the goddess Ca?sm.

So that he bored each beam, and fitting the one to the other ypso,
Hammered and joined all fir mly together with clamps and with tree-najls,
Even as much as a man who is versed in the craft ofa shipwright
Making a broad-beamed hull, might measure him off for the bot,tom
Such for his broad-beamed raft was the platform made by Odysseus. ’
Bulwarks too he erected and strengthened with many an upright,
Coping them off from above in the whole of their length with a gunwale;
Made then a mast and shipped it, and hoisted and fitted the yardarm;
Fashioned moreover a rudder to guide its course in the waters;

Fenced it around from the stem to the stern with a wattle of osiers,
Making it safe from the waves; and he covered it over with boarding.
Now meanwhile she had brought to him canvas, the goddess Calypso,
Bidding him fashion the sails, and he wrought these skilfully also,
Binding upon them the sheets; and he rigged her with braces and halyards,
Then with his handspikes hove her down to the vast salt ocean.

Now was the fourth day come, and all of his labour was ended ;

So on the fifth day sped his departing the goddess Calypso,

Bathing him first and arraying him freshly in fragrant apparcl..

Then to the raft she conveyed dark wine in a bottle of goat?skm

—One was of wine and another, a greater, of water—and viands

Stowed in a wallet; and many a toothsome relish she added. ;

Then did she send him a favouring breeze both gentle and kindly.

Now exulting his sails to the breeze spread qulike Od.ysscus. -
KecPiﬂg the §a.ft to her course by the helm with the sklll_of a sla.lcl]or
Seated he steered (nor a moment did drowsiness fgll on h.‘.ls eyelids),
Holding the Pleiads in view and the autumn-setting Bo?tis, A
H olding moreover the Bear, that is called by the nam%o ‘the y¥ago.
Ever she circles around and around on the watch for non),
aving alone of the stars no share in the baths of the ocean.
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ded the beautiful goddess Calypso—
Hep—sinoechushes e ,?éi'ic:duy held on the left hand.

Voyaging over thpucs er of days that he voyaged the waters,

mb .
'?‘c“l’lc:natn}:iet:i?‘:zi;}:;: I:I:y he beheld far shadowy mountains,
1

o cia nearest before him,

“sing the land Phaea :

Lvl}:: lt-; :::;;urygrack, as it loomed on the mist-bound ocean.
1

. seople returning, the King Earth-shaker

Now from the Acthiop Peck &0 mi looked, and beheld him

Forth of the far fiercely than ever

Voyaging over the sca,.and, enraged more crc;: y than ev h, s
Wagging his head in his wrath, spake thus to the spirit within him:
«Lonow! Truly it seemeth the gods have altered their counsels
Touching Odysseus, when I was away with the Aethiop people.

Now he is nigh to the land Phaeacia, where heis fated

Out of affliction’s net to escape, that waS,'cl_Osmg aroqnd him;

Yet shall I force him, I promise, to suffer his ﬁ1.l of misfortune.”
Thus as he spake he collected the clouds and stirred up the ocean,

Both hands seizing the trident, and wakened to fury the tempests,
Every wind of the heaven. All covered and darkened with storm-rack
Earth was at once and the sea, while down from the sky fell midnight.
Wildly together they rushed—East, South, and the furious West Wind,
Air-born Boreas too, with a huge wave rolling before him.

Then were loosened the limbs and the inmost heart of Odysseus,
While distracted he spake to the valiant spirit within him:

“Ah, poor wretch that Tam! What fate in the end will befall me ?
Verily now do I fear that she spake too truly, the goddess,

Saying that here on the sea, ere reaching the land of my fathers,

Woes to the full I shall suffer. Itsurely is finding fulfilment.

Lo, how mighty the rack wherewith envelops the welkin

Zeus; and he stirreth the deep, and down come sweeping th -bl

. ; g the storm-blasts,

Every wind of the heaven. Now sheer destruction 1s certain.

8 thrice happy and fou_r times they, those heroes who perished

TEE: 0:(1) the Trojan plain for the sake of the lordly Atridae!

o5 oer; th, v:;ould I had died and my destined doom had encountered,
Hurtled aiosy[r s many a bronze-shod spear of the Trojans
Sohad I gain:d (;n ¢ bestriding the body of fallen Achilles !

Do by 2 pitifel Zi:)tll;xtes and th’ Achaeans had held me in honour.

overwhelmed I am fated to perish.”




he raft he was swept by the way
L ﬁ;?ln;r;m the grip of his hand, while cl
Loos by the terrible blast of the winds wh
o ﬂ_}’on to the waves down clattered ¢
s did it keep him below in the dept
é‘o?f'gtl y to rise, held back by the rush o
V;/” eighed down too by his garment, th
Slowly at last he arose, and the punge
gpat from his mouth, whllc’ down fro
b%)cithcr forgat he the raft €’en then, . . VR
Making a dashin the water he reached it and glutched it, and c_:hmbm g
Sat him amidships down, thus saved from the jaws of dcstruc:non,
Vi\lfhilc on the great sea-rollers she tossed, swept hither and thither.
Even as Boreas sweepeth in autumn the do“.rn of the thistles
Over a plain, all closely entan gled together in masses,
So now over the sea winds carried her hither and thither. e
Now for a space she was left by the North asa sport for the Sout ; ind,
Now by the East for a time to the West the pursuit was abandoned.

¢, and the rudder in falling

ean in the middle the mast snapt,
ich metina cyclone.

he sail with the yardarm.

hs of the water, unable

fthe mountainous rollers,

e gift of the goddess Calypso.

nt brine of the billow
m his head in a flood it was streaming.
though sorely exhausted.

i Seeing his peril the daughter of Cadmus with beautiful ankles,

Ino Leucothée—erstwhilean articulate mortal, : o
Now in the depths of the brine by the gbodshas a deity h;gti::i:cted

iti seus, as thus he was tossed by the storm an :
SI,) s Od)rrlset uprising on wings from the waste of the waters, .

Dk Sy ighted and spake to him, saying:
Pt tac umpllicd raftdSh;i}hE teE:;larlth sphakin g Poseidon
“Tell me, unfortunate, how doth it hap e
T'}]:zs emxze:din gly rageth and sends thee so many mxsf (;::m;iir?}e i
Nay but he ne’er shall destroy thee, how much soevi i 1):1 et
Lo, it tho o ot ekgie o

tting ther : ; immin

E::f\fr;l;]e:: Eﬁﬁ:gsf ,tzrti;ch;ngs; they shall bring thct; :n :afﬂ}’ by swimming
Unto the écherian land, where desti.ny gr%n:isitth::o?];il tECé
Take this scarf—'tis a tissue ambrosial. Bin Bl e
Over thy breast, and thou needst not fear to berc‘i! G
Then—so soon as thy hands have gra§pcd Sec?n e-ﬂark ocean ?
Loosen the scarf and flinging it ba:ll: lg:ﬁz Kom the spot to avert thee.
Far from the edge of the shore, make

: , the goddess
Sodid she speak, and, leaving the garmcr;to?i};l?i i’t‘: ! ofo%: can,
Plunged in the billowin g flood OHC:; Tl::mvc hid her beneath it. i
ike to a gannet; and quickly the da "
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in doubt, long-suffering godlike Odysseus,

ke to the valiant spirit within him:
While dcsPondcln tah < siﬁzomc snare contriveth against me
«Ah woe! Su&'e {h ugsabi dding me leap from my firm-lashed vessel.
One of the 8O0 ' o ¢or still at a distance I noticed

fa.y, n:)l: g f:n‘;'%m Fate (as she said) is to grant me a refuge.
ying

‘s Wi __for I think it is certainly better:
Lo now, thl:]::ltlilrrlxl:l;'s s{::ﬂl hold them in all thcif jointings lfogcthcr,
While th::c raft I shall stay and endure all hardships and perils;
g]c’:lgr;wwbcit the waves break all of the vessel in pieces, 5
Thc::n will I swim. I canfind no better device and precaution.

Then did he ponder

'+ these things in his mind and his spirit he still was revolving
';2’:!1?; tcnormousgrollcr the King Earth-shaking Poseidon.
Terrible, irresistible, vaulted, it toppled upon him.
Even as chaff that is lying in heaps, when a violent storm-gust
Seizes the light dry husks and scatters them hither and thither,
Thus did the wave send flying the beams qf the ::atjt; but Odysseus
Mounting on one of the timbers bcstroglc it, as riding a racer,
Stripping himself of his garment, the gift of the goddess Calypso.
Hastily over his breast then binding the scarf of the sea-nymph
Into the water he plunged, both hands extended before him,
Eager to swim. But the King Earth-shaking Poseidon, who saw it,
Wagging his head in his wrath spake thus to the spirit within him :
“There! thou hast suffered already—and now go toss on the ocean!
Swim till thou reachest the dwellings of earth-born children of heaven!
Not ¢'en there, do I think, thou’lt carelessly prate of disaster.”
Thus in his anger he spake, and, lashing his long-maned horses,
Swiftly was there where standeth his glorious temple at Aegae.

Then did Athena the daughter of Zeus plan other devices.

Staying the furious courses of all of the rest of the storm-winds,

glddmg them cease and be still and peacefully lay them to slumber,
oreas swift she aroused, and she whitened the billows before him,

{Iv?g;;-?scelr:dcd Odysseus to rescue from death and destruction,
g him home to the lovers of oars, Phaeacia’s sea-folk.

Sotwod : :
Drifﬁn;i;;ﬁ:&"h’;ghts did he toss on the mountainous billows

Till 1 his spirit the coming of death he foreboded,
TLC’H‘?E_?SEEEEEZ{? dag rose from the lap of the fair-tressed morning,
o ated the wind, and it ceased, and a calm spread




ound, and the land once more m
Brcafhl?::e;tl ahead when aloft on the cre
Gazmgme as life, when again it returneth, 2
wclcoc dear father was lying in sickness an
wﬁ?,iring slowly away, by the wrath of 2
u{; s they welcome him back, by the go
pach a()d sseus was welcome the sight of t
e ] yhe swam, in his longing to tread
i gcn as far from the shore as the voice of a shouter will carry,
1l N he heard on the reefs and the shingle the thunder of surges.
SUddcnas a terrible surf that was crashing on rocks of the mainland,
Herc"gl belching, and all was enwrapped in the foam of the salt spray;
Hogh Ya haven was there for the mooring and shelter of shipping;
Nmthler ds only he saw and reefs and crags overhanging.

L re loosened the limbs and the inmost heart of Odysseus,
The'n “cylefstracted he spake to the valiant spirit within him:
}Evh}l,]e el ! Lo, of the land unhoped-for vision had granted

ZA s nalnci far I had cloven my way in the gulf of the ocean },1 .

47 ,f om the grey salt sea no place for alanding appcaret.u,
ol ide it is rugged with crags, and around them the I:fx lows
All outside it is rugg here steeply and smoothly the precipice rises.
Thunder and surge, (‘;‘;e nor might one hope to discover :
Nearitthe waterisceep, he jaws of destruction ;
Hold for the feet, whereby to escape from the j d hurl me
S ; hat I fear some roller enormous will seize me and hu ndeavour.
00 tt: the sharp-jagg’d rocks, and vain would prove r;liy Et o
An but if further along I shall swim in the fope tl? aof'gthc ocean
BY: hes that slope to the water or s.hcltermg cree sc i
h;?lih do I fear some blast of the WII:S :EZ)LS::: ;?the Ghss

: . more :

I(_)Icawlzd%:::latzl;g; ;:)V; ?n?;g; send some monstir agai]l?tsrf-i;‘f’
0:53' the brine, where feedeth h?r Segfrrt(})::}smk?:l% Poscidon.”_
How I am hated I know by the King - it he still was revolving,
Whilst these things in his mind A i SPb a billow enormous.
On to the rock-bound shore he was.bornc yu broken in pieces,
Here had his skin been stript and his bcrnf:ﬁlg1 the goddess Athene
Had not the thought been put in his s hyhis hands on a boulder,
Suddenly forward to dart and to clutch ‘-mtd the rush of the roll.e 5
Clingi : hich with a groan he awaite d recoiling the billow

Nging to whi diand escapediits but seawar rf out on the ocean.
This he th_hstoo anh_ “nd hurled him away ar1 e
Leapt on him, smote him and dragged from its hole by
E’en as it haps when a cuttle is dragg

uch nearer he si ghted, Odyssey
st of a billow. %
ppeareth to children - 8
d suffering anguish,

deity wounded:

ds set free from his trouble,
he land and the forests,

with his feet on the dry land,



a pebble is clinging,
s {illlc::,?tyhc}:tron g bold hands of Odysseus

ountainous billow descended upon him,

ite all destiny perished,

Now had the haplcssi?i}’sﬁ‘:‘éscgﬁsint by the go)crldess Athene,

Had nota fortt;ﬂ::‘:);tﬁc gurfofthc surge that was th upderin g landward
Steering him Cs:cd along and he gazed at_thc land to discover

Further he coflio e to the water or sheltering crc.cks of the ocean.

Beaches that] s tIt)o the mouth of a river of beautiful waters .

Then at.thf:has(mnc and here he believed was the place for alanding;
Swmr}!lllﬂgs t?l e rockless beach, and withal from the wind was a covert ;
Smoot W;_; eling the stream of the river, he prayed in his spirit

e hoever thou be’st, O King ! As thy suppliant I too
e, W inc the deep and the threats of Poseidon.
Pray thee to succour me fleeing t P A vd
E’en by the gods everlasting 1s every mort rFspcc e :

Should he as wanderer come to entreat them for succour, as I now

Come to thy river and fall at thy knees, outworn with my 1‘3?‘3“‘5-

Nay now pity me, prince, for thy su ppha.nt, lo, I avow me.

Thus did he pray, and it slackened the ml_ght of its blH?W}: current,
Spreading before him a calm ; and the deity brought him in safety

Unto the beach at the mouth of the stream—but his knees and his stout hands
Powerless drooped, for the sea had his inmost heart overmastered ;
Swollen was all of the flesh of his body, and plentiful sea-brine

Oozed in his mouth and his nostrils, and long time breathless and speechless
Swooning he lay on the ground, for a terrible weariness seized him.

ile to i le-tip
wssey W hile to 1ts Fcntac
O@;s : Thus by the jags .of thchreo:;1
498 - 472 Stript was theskinast

Now when at last he revived and the soul was recalled to the senses,
Forthwith loosing again from his bosom the scarf of the goddess

Into the midst of the tide of the sea-tin ged river he launched it.
Down on the current a great wave bore it, and speedily Ino

Held it again in her hands. Then back from the river he turned him,
Knelt on the rushes, and kissing the earth, dear mother of harvests,
Thus distracted he spake to the valiant spirit within him :

llbetide? What fate in the end will befall me ?
Here if the whole of 1 i

- *goneand sweet sleep stealin g upon me,




nto the ravening beasts I shall fall asa prey and 2 ooty »
'}Jh s as he Pc.mdcred thereon this plan sfem):’.d surelyof}gz'bettcr :
Up to a coppice he went, and he found trees nigh to the water
gtanding apart in the open, and ’neath two bushes he hid him
Sprung from the selfsame stock—true olive and wilding of olive
These did the might of thc'wmd ne’er breathe throy ghladen wi;h moistur
Neither did ever th'c sun with the shafts of his radiance pierce them 3
Nor did the rain d.rl p through them at all, 50 densely together ;
Woven the one WLEh th? other they grew ; and beneath them Odysseus
Crept, and anon with his hands he had raked him a litter together
Spacious and deep ; for of leafage

age was lying a plentiful downfall,
Such as for two or for three might offer enough of protection

During the season qf storms, how bitter soever the weather.

This then seeing with joy, long-sufferin g godlike Odysseus

Iaid him to rest in the midst of the leaves, and he piled them around him.
E’en as a man might cover a brand with the blackened ashes

Out on a bound of his farm, where living is none of his neighbours,
Guarding the seed of the fire (else must he rekindle from elsewhere),

So did he cover him closely with leaves ; and the goddess Athene
Poured on his eyes sweet sleep, for she wished right soon to release him
Out of his weary exhaustion ; and gently she covered his eyelids.
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ODYSSEY BOOK VI

ERE then slumbering | ’ : .
G e bi slg ay long suffering godlike Odysseus
e

Hastened to visit t

Godlike Nausithdus thence moved them and :

Scheria, distant from ?.ll bread-nourished racet;osfnri .:t)l::arll: an island,
Here did he circle a city with ramparts and builded the ho;uses .
Shrines for the gods he erected and meted the bounds of the corn-lands
Conquered hOWb?n by Fate had he gone to the mansion of Hades,
Now reigned Alcindus, who was wise by the counsels of heaven,

His was the mansion she entered, the grey-eyed goddess Athene,
Planning to bring once more to his home great-hearted Odysseus.
Straight to a rich-wrought chamber she went, wherein was a maiden
Slumbering, like to a goddess immortal in form and in feature,
Nausicia, sole daughter of Alcinous great-hearted.

Near to her two of her damsels, of beauty endowed by the Graces,
Lay by the post of the door, and shut was the glittering portal,

Yet as a breath of the air to the couch of the maiden the goddess
Glided, and standing anigh to her head these words she addressed her,
Taking the form of the daughter of Dymas, mariner famous,

One that in age was her equal and dear to the soul of the maiden ;
Such was the form, as she spake, of the grey-eyed goddess Athene :

“ Nausicaa, how comes it thy mother has borne thee so heedless?
Lo, still wholly neglected thy glistering raimentislying

While that thy wedding is nigh and thou needst right beautiful garments
Both for thyself and to give a supply to the friends that escort thee.
Yea too, such is the way in the which one’s good reputation
Spreadeth abroad, and a daughter rejoiceth h.cr father and n:othcr.
So come, go we a-washing as soon as the daylight appeareth! -
Lo, I will come as thy comrade and share in the labour, that quickly
All shall be ready ; for soon we shall see thee maiden no longer,
Since thou art woo’d by the best of the whole Phacacian people,
Chiefs of the race from the which thou also thy lincage dr awcst_.n
Come and solicit thy father renown’d, that betimes 10 the morning

: : as to car
ulesand a wagon be harnessed in readiness, such 2 75




ents and all our bundles of glistering bedding.

ssey Girdles and garm : :
Odyssey g ewere better to drive than wearily wend it

I

s3-75 Allupon foot; for the p

d for thee e
Yea, and for lace of the washing is far from the city.”

Thus did she speak, and departing the grey-eyed goddess Athene
Won to Olympus; for here, 1t IS said, the abode everlasting

Stands of the gods, which winds ne’er shake nor ever a rain-storm
Wetteth, and never a snowflake falleth, but cloudless the aether
Spreadeth above, and over it floateth a radiant whiteness.

Here dwell happy the blesséd immortals for ever and ever.

Hither the goddess betook her whenas she had counselled the maiden.

Now in her glory enthroned came Morning, and soon she awakened
Fair-robed Nausicaa, who marvelling much at the vision
Passed to the outer apartment to make all known to her parents
Even her father beloved and her mother; and soon did she find ’them
Nigh to the hearth was her mother, amidst of the women her handm.a'd
Spinning a wool of the rich sea-purple. Her father she happed on 4
Issuing forth of the palace to join the illustrious chieftains :
Met in a council, to which Phaeacian nobles had called him
Nigh to her well-loved father she stood while thus she addr ; d hi
“Father beloved, say, wouldst thou not bid them prepa fegreay
Lofty and strong on the wheels, our beautiful clotﬁinp trc S
Down to the river—whatever is soiled ? I am wishf % oeid
Y‘ca and for thee it is seemly, whene’er thou co o }”aSh b
?_ttinf at counsellor meetings, to wear clean clgsl(:gcg;?}ithbz%blcs,

ive : >
<o a:::‘?er;c;:g? gxore.over of mine were born in thy palzcc. :
o . ndeed; but the three are younger and 1

amouring alway to have their garment fy h a0
Ere to the dances they go.—Which thi ASI y Ja

: ich things were ever my duty.”

?

Thus did she speak, for her

] l 3 o .
E’en to her father be] gladsome marriage it irked her to mention

oved; but he noticed it all, and he answered :

Lofty and
Y and strong on the wheels, well fitted besides with an awning.”

Thusdid h
¢ speak and commanded the servants, who quickly obeying

Out in the

court made re .

ad :

Harnessed for mules—and ghi Wain smooth-running, a wagon

Carrying then fr

Carefully st om her chamber the listeri :

76 ystowed them away in the srfooth_ﬁgo%?grl?tlir:rs;? :hT:;SEE
n.

mules were brou ghtand yoked to the carriage.



. laced b hcrm h' . g
Thep i box WEIE PECerey other provisions del
Bvery kind, and the relish she addgd, and wine she decznted ' Odysse
Into the skin of a goat; and the maiden ascended the wagon VI :
Then in a vial o{lgold dSOft oil °}f the olive she gave her S 76-11
Bidding her bat' e and anoint her, and also thejwom : h .
go with the whip in her hand and the glistering reinzndi ;iﬁ‘:r&fﬁalds.
Whiptoa start; .and a clatter arose, and the two mules tuggin aiden
Straincd unﬂagg_m gly forward and carried the clothesand thegmaide
Neither alone did she fare: she was followed by others, her women n.

lghtsome,

Now when at last they arrived at the beautiful stream of the river

Here the percnnial basins they found where waters abundant
Welled up brightly enough for the cleansing of dirtiest raiment

So their mules they unloosened from under the yoke of the wag;m
Letting them wander at will on the bank of the eddying river, ,
Browsing on clover as sweet as the honey, and then from the carriage
Bearing wit hin their arms to the deep dark water the garments

Cast them in trenches and trod them in rivalry one with another.

So, when the raiment was washed and was thoroughly cleansed of the dirt-stains,
All on the shore of the ocean in order they spread on the shingle
Where it is washed by the tides of the sea as they sweep to the dry land.
Then did they bathe, and anointing themselves with the oil of the olive
Sat them adown to the midday meal on the bank of the river,

Leaving the garments to dry on the beach in the glare of the sunlight.
Now when in food they had fully deli ghted, both she and her maidens,
Casting aside their scarfs with a ball they betook them to playing,
White-armed Nausicaa with the choral melody leading.

E’en as descending a height moves Artemis, darter of arrows,

Either on Taygetus lon g-ridged or on huge Erymanthus,

Taking delight in the chase of the boar and of timorous roe-deer,
Whilst all round her the daughters of Zeus who beareth the aegis,
Nymphs of the woodland, play—and Leto sees it rejoicing ;

Eve.n as over the rest uplifting her brows and her .forehead

Easily known in her beauty she stands, though fair be the others,

Thus shone forth in her beauty the maiden amidst her attendants.

Now when at last it was come to the moment of homeward returning,

After the mules were yoked and folded the beautiful garments,

O’thel‘ was then the device of the grcy—cyed goddess Athe.r:lc,

en that Odysseus awaking and seeing the fa.ir,—f'af:ed maiden

er might follow as guide and reach Phacacias city. -



i iden among her attendants the princess
Odyssey Seizing the ball;s";:f:gnzﬁlc maiden it fell in a bottomless eddy.
y;  Flungit, butm hrieked ; and godlike Odysseus, awakened,

115-154 Piercingly all Ofth;?nsdered thereon in his heart and his spirit :

‘S‘j{ }it;lzi%hx:; ﬁgtair::hc folk whose country I now am arrived at ?

and wild, despisers of justice ?
Dwell here s?::cg ?(S)r!t?:gg-anger and hea]:'ts that revere the immortals ?
Hav}:: 1:hcyi::rcin g acry as of maidens rin geth around me,
1]L\,To,m Ol‘jsl;cradvcmurc that dwell on precipitous summits of mountain g
Or by the fountain springs of the rivers and leas of the lowlands ;
Else, maybe, [ am near toa folk of a'rtlculate larcll guage. 2
Nay, go to, I will test for myself this matter and view it.

These words uttered, from under the bushes the godlike Odysseus
Issued, and breaking a branch with his powerful hand from the thicket
Girdled his body with leaves, its nakednf:ss striving to cover. .

Thus in the pride of his strength from his lair in the mountain a lion
Stalks forth soaked with the rain and battered with wind, and his two eyes
Flame as he prowleth abroad midst droves of the sheep and the oxen
Or on the track of the deer, and often his belly will bid him

Making assay on the flocks e’en strong-built granges to enter ;

So to the fair-tressed maidens Odysseus was fain to betake him,

Though all naked his body—on such distress was he fallen.

Sight terrific he seemed to the maidens, disfi gured with sea-brine.
Hastily hither and thither in panic they fled to the sand-spits.

Sole stood firmly the daughter of Alcinous ; for Athene

Gav.e to her courage of heart and took from her limbs all tremblin g;
Facing him calmly she stood: and Odysseus pondered within him
Whether as suppliant clasping the knees of the beautiful maiden,

Or ashe was, ata distance, to speak soft words of entreaty,
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appy and three times happy thy broth
glolifr)gth in gladness the sPiri{ wi¥hin'th ¥
Entering into thcodance, so lovely a flo
Yet, ah, how in his heart more happy
He that with gifts shall prevail and homeward Jeag thee as lover |
Never till now have seen mine eyes such beauty in mortal over !
Man nor Woman : amazement possesseth me while | bchc;ld it
Suchlike woﬁlder indeed by Apollo’s altar in Delos '
Once I beheld—uprearing its column a sapline o 5 .
(Yea, c’en thither I came, and was followel::i byg mii;tz EZLTC;
Holding a course whereon sore sorrow was fated to meet us) :
Even as then this wonder beholding I marvelled in spirit ’
Long time gazing—for ne’er such shaft from the earth shot upward—
Thus, O lady, I marvel at thee and am greatly astonished,
Fearing thy knees to approach, th ough sorrow hath fallen upon me
Yester-¢’en to the shore I escaped from the wine-dark ocean, ;
Nineteen days from the isle Ogygia billows and storm-blasts
Ceaselessly bore me, and hither at last some deity cast me,
Planning, meseemeth, that still I shall suffer ; for never, I fear me,
All of my travail shall end till the gods much more shall accomplish.
Nay, O Queen, have pity ! To thee, outworn with my labours,
Lo, as a suppliant first I am come, and of others I know not
Any, of all of the folk that inhabit this town or the country.
Show me the city, and give me a garment, to cast it about me,
Even a rag, or the wrapper perchance that thou broughtst for the linen !
So shall the gods all blessings bestow that thy soul desireth—
Husband and home ; and oneness of heart may heaven vouchsafe thee,
Blessing supreme—since nought can be wished that is greater and better
While united in heart and in mind are dwelling together
Husband and wife. *Tisa sight brings sorrow to wishers ofevil,
Joy to the wishers of good ; but the joy in their hearts is the loudest.

s; for surely exultant

; Odys
em, w}zene er thcy behold thee ?‘fmf
wer of girlhood. 155-19;
than every other :

Then spake white-armed Nausicaa, and addressed him in answer::
“Stranger,—for truly thou seemest a man nor evil nor foolish—

Zeus, our Father in heaven, alone allotteth to mon:tals,

Unto the good as the evil, to each as he willeth, his fortune. .

He, as I doubt not, hath given thee this—thou wilt have to endure it.

Lo, now—since thou art come and hast reached our country and city, .
Neither of clothes shalt thou fear to be lacking nor au ght that thou ncﬁ est,
Such as is due to the poor and the wretched from those that he meeteth.

Gladly the town will I show thee, and tell thee the name of the people : 53



; i it the city.
. 11 in the land and inhabit t
SRy i?olk Pﬁ'?nictllig S;T:;ghltcr of Alcinogs,gre:}t—hearécg, & T
S Evmcflsfhc king who upholds Phacacias might and dominion,

. d exhorted the fair-tressed girls, her attendants :
Thus did she S:Pcalk, ‘;}I}hyc:;lus at the sight of a man do ye scatter ?

«Tarry, my girls ' hold him for one of a nation of foemen !

never ca >
?&gﬂ)};ﬁic carth there’s living the mortal, nor ever shall live one,

¢ to the shores of the great Phaeacian people
%l:r?g?;;htﬁi f’gf;gc of war ; for the gods everlasting befriend us ;
Yea, and apart do we dwell, far over the foam of the ocean,
Furthest of races, nor ever doth visit us (.)tht’.:l' ofmortals.
Lo—it is some poor wight that is come in his wanderings hither.
Him it is right that we help. ItisZeus our Father that sendeth
Strangers and beggars; and e’en though small., some g1f{: will be grateful.
Therefore give to the stranger to eat and to drink, O maidens;
Bathe him too in the stream where ’gainst all wind is a covert.”
Thus did she speak, and they halted and called each one to the other;
Then in a covert they seated Odysseus—for so had commanded
Nausicaa, fair daughter of Alcinous great-hearted. |
Also beside him they laid for his raiment a mantle and tunic,
While in a vial of gold soft oil of the olive they gave him,
Bidding him thoroughly cleanse him and bathe in the stream of the river. :

Then forthwith to the maidens the godlike Odysseus addressed him :

‘“ Handmaids, stand ye apart so long, until I shall wash me

Off from my shoulders the brine, and well with the oil of the olive

Rub me—for truly anointing is long to my body a stranger.

Here in your presence I never will bathe, since shyness forbids me

Thus to divest me in front of the faces of fair-tressed maidens.”

So did he speak, and returning again to the lady they told it.

Then in the stream of the river his body the godlike Odysseus

Cleansed of the brine all over his back and his shoulders encrusted,

'é{mm}? g his hair from the foam of the barren expanses of ocean.

;f::r ﬁ{l at llafSt he was bat!led and anointed with oil of the olive,

i blm}ieh he had clad in the garments, the gift of the maiden,

el a);d :t ena the goddess, the daughter of Zeus the Almighty,

Chistecing t;?gﬁ;ftfe\i::;gfefzgs made, while down from his head fell
of his hair, as the flower hyacinthine.

Even as gold o’er silver is i
St poured by an artist—a craftsman
o ghtin hisart by the god Hephaestus and Pallas A thene




|

Manifold skill, and of beauty is every work that he fashions ;

Thus did she pour forth grace on the shoulders and h Odyssey
Then withdrawing he sat him adown on the shorrle ofet&i]dezf'c?ai}’sseus. 3 ;!i{-,a» ;

Gleaming in beauty and grace, and with marve] ¢ ;
Nausicaa ; and she spake to the fair-tressed girls,tl}::r??tled;fgagf? ¥ lehiss,
« Hearken, my white-armed maidens, attend to the words that I. utter !
Verily nought but the will of immortals that dwell in Olympus ik
Granteth this stranger to reach Phaeacia’s glorious nation 5

Erstwhile truly methought he was right ill-favoured in pe.rson :

Now he is like to the gods who the infinite heaven inhabit,

Would that a man like this might win him the name of rn;r husband
Should he be pleased to remain in the land and to settle amongst us ! i
Therefore give to the stranger to eat and to drink, O maidens |” :
Thus did she speak, and attentive they listened and followed her biddin
Quickly they set both viands and drink by the side of the stranger. ;
Then did he drink and eat, long-suffering godlike Odysseus,
Eagerly—seeing in truth no food long while he had tasted.

White-armed Nausicaa in the meanwhile plotted it elsewise :

Folding the clothes, in the car of the beautiful wagon she laid them,
Ordered the strong-hoofed mules to be yoked, then, mounting the carriage,
Unto Odysseus she turned and thus she addressed him, and urged him :
«Rouse thee, stranger, to come to the city, that now I may bring thee
Unto my home ; for my father is wise, and there in his palace

Soon thou shalt make thee acquainted with all Phaeacia’s princes.

Lo now, thus shalt thou act—and thou seemst not lacking in wisdom.
While in the fields and the meadows we pass and the tillage of farmers
Keep thee anigh to the maidens, and after the mules and the wagon
Hasten thy steps and follow us closely the way I shall guide thee.
After we enter the ol ay around it a battlement runneth

Lofty, and lying to left and toright isa beautiful harbour.

Narrow the mouth of the port, and the mole is defended by vessels,
Twy-beaked galleys that lie on the slip, each one at its station.

Next is the square, that environs the beautiful shrine of Poseidon,
Fitted with flags hauled down from the quarries and c!ecgly embedded.
Here one busily works at the black ships’ tackle and rigging,

Cables and sails, and here one planesand tapers the oar—:bladcs ;

Since Phaeacian men care nothing for bows and for quivers;

Only for masts and for oarage they care and for well-built vessels,
Proudly rejoicing in which on the grey-green occan they voyage.
Their rough slanderous speech will I shun, Jest any hereafter ot
F



th right insolent folk are among them

ch—and in tru
n might meet us and mutter :

Odyssey Utter reproa
y1 Ay, now too peradventure a clow
| Who follows her, burly and handsome ?

¢74-814 Lo there, Nausicaa ! b nd
Plainly a forcigncr! ere did she find him ? "Tis clearl !
deserter from one of the vesse);sa bridegroom !

Either she’s got for 2 guest a
Oneofa far-off race—since nobody liveth anigh us—
Or at her urgent entreaty 4 longed-for god is descended

Down from the heights of the heaven to have and t
Better in sooth if she wanders abroad and procures }(:c}r“:llgt?sg Sl
Elsewhere, seeing she holds in dishonour the men of her ¢ ol
All P.haeacian youths, so many and noble, that woo her.’ it
So will they speak ; and for me such words might turn to dish
Yea and myself would censure another for doing this acti i
One that in spite of her friends, with her father and ;]on, 3
M.ingled with men, till come was the day of her o e
Give now heed to my words, O stranger that 'PE;] i B
Escort safe and return to thy country m): fathc?-ul}:: uy it
%ﬁh to thfedroad thou’lt find a luxuriant grove osf zthgcr:: T
ere amid poplars welleth a : : 2
Negrto the Plac}; is my fathcr’sfgzgfa'i: :ita}: Ouél L 8 neren,
Lying as far from the town as the voice of }211 ourishing orchard,
Here shalt thou seat thee and rest th 4 }?‘S e WAL Gt L7
I and my maidens be come and arri cfi s
Now when at last thou shalt dee ved at the house of my father.
TR e em us assuredly come to the pal
Ask for the hou;c of I}})}ass:.ng wa hin Phaeacia’s city b
ol pal};; zzrc, Iéln g Alcinous great-hearted.
Even a child, since like t ’han even a boy will direct thee
No Phaeacian dwellin o the house none other is builded ,
Alcinous. Now, passi E‘—;O goodly the home of the G
Hastily e e 1% the shade of the court and the outh
Here doth she sit at the ’-ﬁm'l to my mother thou comest e
Eo e ol dsx ¢ of the hearth in the glow of t}.1 frali
Leaning her chair on eep-sea purple, a wonder to lid
Close to the chair o ft}z: pillar she sitteth with maide gagc at.
Here doth he sit wh ¢ queen there leaneth the th b be g et
Him pass hastily b CE he draineth his wine-cu l'lione of my father.
Claspin g her knecsy’ but my mother approach 4 lde 0 fEmprtd.
Soon shalt thou seewuh thy hands ; and the s ADd/airegt oe
Shouldst thou b —Yea, though far di joyous day of returning
Then u beable to gain of istant lieth thy count
g good hope will be thj of my mother her hea it
2 € thine to revisit thy fri rt and her favour,
y friends and in safety
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Win to thy well-built home once more and the land of thy fathers.” Odyssey

Thus did she speak, then raising above her the glistering whip-lash 3:5’-!.331

gmote at the mules, and th-‘::y left right quickly the streams of the river.
Briskly they trottc_d and br.lskly with paces inwoven they ambled,

While with the rein she withheld them, applying the lash with discretion,
g0 that the maids and Odysseus behind might easily follow.

Now was a-setting the sun, and they came to the glorious coppice,
Grove of Athena ; and here did he seat him, the godlike Odysseus.
Forthwith then did he pray to the daughter of Zeus the Almighty :
«Daughter of Zeus who beareth the aegis, thou Maiden unwearied,
List, O list to me now—though never thou heardst me aforetime
Smit by the billows of ocean, when smote me the King Earth-shaker.
Grant me to win of the folk Phaeacian favour and pity 1"

So did he speak in his prayer, and she hearkened, the goddess Athene,
Though not yet to his eyes she appeared in a manifest vision,
Fearing the brother of Zeus, who still in his furious anger

Raged at the godlike Odysseus—until he arrived at his homeland.
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ODYSSEY BOOK VII

HERE as he rested and prayed, lon i '

) » long-sufferin dlike O
Upto the city the two mules sturdily carried tghE(:nalidZn it
Till, when at last she was come to the far-famed house of her father
Under the portal she halted, and round her collected her brothers ;

Like to immortals ; and soon they began from the vok
Both of the mules to unloose, and to bear to '?hc 1;g>alact,'0tmhc g; rync-)le;tc:“ the wagon

Then did she pass to her chamber, and quickly t NEE
Lit by the agéd Apeiran attendant, Eugymcdgsal.le hearth was a-blazing,
Her did the twy-beaked ships once bring from the land of Apeira;
Then as a prize was she given to Alcinous, who as monarch :

All Phaeacia ruled ; yea, €’en asa god they obeyed him.

Ever on white-armed Nausicaa did she wait as attendant.

Now too kindled she fire and prepared in the chamber the supper.

Then did Odysseus uprouse him to enter the town ; and Athene

Poured thick darkness around him—for ever she favoured the hero—
Lest Phaeacian men high-tempered, meeting a stranger,

Haply with insolent words might ask him his name and his country.
Now, when at length he was wishing to enter the beautiful city,

Nigh to the gate there met him the grey-eyed goddess Athene,
Likened in form to a maiden, a girl that was bearing a pitcher.

Right in his path she was standing, and godlike Odysseus addressed her:
“ Wouldst thou conduct me, my child, on my way to the house of the hero
Alcinous, who they say is the monarch of all of this people ?

I am a wayworn stranger, and hither am come from a country

Far, far over the ocean ; and therefore none do I know here,

None of the folk that inhabit the town or that work in the corn-lands.”
Him forthwith gave answer the grey-eyed goddess Athene: .
“Yea, Sir stranger, the house to the which thou hast bidden me guide thee
Gladly Il show it, for near to my honoured father he liveth.

Come !—but in silence as much as thou canst ! I will hasten before thee.
See that thou starest at none, nor puttest to any a question,

Since Phaeacians cannot away with an alien stranger, )

Nor do they welcome and kindly receive who comes froma dlstlz}nce.
Ay but they travel! They cross, on their swift §h1 ps proudly é’c 1ant,
Even the sea’s great gulf. "Tis a boon they obtain from Posei Orll. i

Yea and as swift as a bird or a thought is the speed of their vessels.
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