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THE - ARGONAUTICA, BOOK III

gleam brightly, kindling the ravening flame, and
 anon cease from blowing, and a terrible roar rises
~ from the fire when it darts up from below; so the
" pbulls roared, breathing forth swift flame from their
. mouths, while the consuming heat played round him,
smiting like lightning ; but the maiden’s charms
- protected him. Then grasping the tip of the horn ot
" the right-hand bull, he dragged it mightily with all
" his strength to bring it near the yoke of bronze, and
" forced it down on to its knees, suddenly striking
~ with his foot the foot of bronze. So also he threw
~ the other bull on to its knees as it rushed upon him,
~ and smote it down with one blow. And throwing
~ to the ground his broad shield, he held them both
~ down where they had fallen on their fore-knees, as
" he strode from side to side, now here, now there,
~and rushed swiftly through the flame. But Aeetes
" marvelled at the hero’s might. And meantime the
“sons of Tyndareus—for long since had it been thus
“ordained for them—near at hand gave him the yoke
om the ground to cast round them. Then tightly
did he bind their necks; and lifting the pole of
‘bronze between them, he fastened it to the yoke by
its golden tip. So the twin heroes started back
from the fire to the ship. But Jason took up again
‘his shield and cast it on his back behind him, and
grasped the strong helmet filled with sharp teeth,
and his resistless spear, wherewith, like some plough-
man with a Pelasgian goad, he pricked the bulls
beneath, striking their flanks; and very firmly did
he guide the well fitted plough handle, fashioned
of adamant.

- The bulls meantime raged exceedingly, breathing
h furious flame of fire; and their breath rose
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THE ARGONAUTICA, BOOK III

up like the roar of blustering winds, in fear of
~ which above all seafaring men furl their large sail.
& But not long after that they moved on at the
. bidding of the spear ; and behind them the rugged
~ fallow was broken up, cloven by the might of the
" pulls and the sturdy ploughman. Then terribly
g groaned the clods withal along the furrows of the
plou oh as they were rent, each a man’s burden ; and
= Jason followed, pressing down the ploughshare with
,_'—_-ﬁrm foot ; and far tfrom him he ever sowed the teeth
-~ along the clods as each was ploughed, turning his
- head back for fear lest the deadly crop of earthborn
~men should rise against him first; and the bulls
* toiled onwards treading with their hoofs of bronze.
~ But when the third part of the day was still left
as it wanes from dawn, and wearied labourers
“call for the sweet hour of unyoking to come to
them straightway, then the fallow was ploughed
" by the tireless ploughman, four plough-gates though
B was; and he loosed the plough from the
oxen. Them he scared in flight towards the
plain ; but he went back again to the ship, while he
still saw the furrows free of the earthborn men.
‘And all round his comrades heartened him with their
shouts. And in the helmet he drew from the river’s
stream and quenched his thirst with the water.
'“- he bent his knees till they grew supple and
led his mighty heart with courage, raging like a
doar, when it sharpens its teeth against the hunters,
lle from its wrathful mouth plenteous foam drips
the ground. By now the earthborn men were
ringing up over all the field ; and the plot of Ares,
e death-dealer, bristled with sturdy shields and
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THE ARGONAUTICA, BOOK III

double-pointed spears and shining helmets ; and the
gleam reached Olympus {from beneath, ﬂashing
through the air. And as when abundant snow has
fallen on the earth and the storm blasts have dis-
ersed the wintry clouds under the murky night,

and all the hosts of the stars appear shining through

the gloom ; so did those warriors shine springing up
above the earth. But Jason bethought him of the
counsels of Medea full of craft, and seized from the
plain a huge round boulder, a terrible quoit of Ares
Enyalius ; four stalwart youths could not have
raised it from the ground even a little. Taking it
in his hands he threw it with a rush far away
into their midst; and himself crouched unseen

- behind his shield, with full confidence. And

the Colchians gave a loud ecry, like the roar of

ithe sea when it beats upon sharp crags; and
- speechless amazement seized Aeetes at the rush
~ of the sturdy quoit. And the Earthborn, like
- fleet-footed hounds, leaped upon one another and
- slew with loud yells ; and on earth their mother they
- fell beneath their own spears, likes pines or oaks,
- which storms of wind beat down. And even as a
fiery star leaps from heaven, trailing a fturrow of
- light, a portent to men, whoever see it darting with
~ a gleam through the dusky sky; in such wise did
- Aeson’s son rush upon the earthborn men, and he drew
- from the sheath his bare sword, and smote here and
- there, mowing them down, many on the belly and
- side, half risen to the air—and some that had risen as
- faras the shoulders— and some just standing upright,
- and others even now rushing to battle. And as when
- a fight is stirred up concerning boundaries, and a
husbandman, in fear lest they should ravage his
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elds seizes in his hand a curved sickle, newly
harpened and hastily cuts the unripe crop, and
malts not for it to be parched in due season by the
eams of the sumn ; so at that time did Jason cut
"down the crop of the Earthborn ; and the furrows
| ‘were filled with blood, as the channels of a spring
mth water. And they fell, some on their faces
biting the rough clod of earth with their teeth, some
on their backs, and others on their hands and S1des
like to sea-monsters to behold. And many, smitten
before raising their feet from the earth, bowed down
" as far to the ground as they had risen to the air, and
~rested there with the damp of death on their brows.
'Even so, I ween, when Zeus has sent a measureless
- rain, new planted orchard-shoots droop to the
~ground, cut off by the root—the toil of gardening
- men; but heaviness of heart and deadly anguish
come to the owner of the farm, who planted them ;
g0 at that time did bitter grief come upon the heart
pof King Aeetes. And he went back to the city
among the Colchians, pondering how he might most
~quickly oppose the heroes. And the day died, and
: - Jason’s contest was ended. |
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SUMMARY OF BOOK 1V

INnvocaTION of the Muse (1- )——-Grz'ef of Medea, wh
Sies from the palace during the night and Jouns };
Argonauts (6-91).—By the aid of Medea, Jason .s'ez
and carries off' the golden fleece, after which
Argonauls depart (92-211).— Pursued by the Co Zcﬁz
they land in Paphlagonia, where Argus shows tfzem th
route to take (212-293).—7The Argonauts sail up 1
I.s'ter by a branch of which they make their way mto
Adriatic, where they find their progress barred b:y
Colchians, who had come by a shorter route (294—337)
Agreement between the Argonauts and the C’olclzm
- Mededa's reproaches to Jason (338-451).—Murder « '
Apsyrtus by Jason : the Colchians gwe up the pu'r
(452-551).—The Argonauts sail along the Eridanu
into the Rhone, and reach the abode of Circe in ft
(552-684).—Jason and Medea are purified by Circe:
Argonauts pass the isle of the Sirens, Scylla, Cﬁm:y
and the Planctae (685-981).— Arrival among the Phaeg

cans : here other Colchians reclaim Medea, and, to p?e'v
202



SUMMARY  OF i\ BO@RK #1V.

er surrender, her marriage with Jason us celebrated (982—
1 69) —Departure of the Argonauts, who are drwen by a

dorm on to the Syrtes : they carry Argo on their shoulders

o the Tritonian lake (1170-1484).— Deaths of Canthus
" Mopsu.s' (1485-1536).—The god Triton conducts
oo from the lake inlo the sea (1637-1637).— Episode
the giant Talos i Crete (1638-1693).—Arrwal at
he isle Anaphe : the dream of Euphemus, which is inter-
ted by Jason : arrival at Aegina and at Pagasae, the
end of the voyage (1694-1781).
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BOOK 1Y

& Now do thou thyself, goddess: Muse, daughter
~ of Zeus, tell of the labour and wiles of the Colchian
. maiden. Surely my soul within me wavers with
- gpeechless amazement as I ponder whether 1 should
- call it the lovesick grief of mad passion or a panic
~ flight, through which she left the Colchian folk.

- Acetes all night long with the bravest captains of
~ his people was devising sheer treachery against the
~ heroes, with fierce wrath in his heart at the issue of
* the hateful contest; nor did he deem at all that
~ these things were being accomplished without the
~ knowledge of his daughters.

. But into Medea’s .heart Hera cast most grievous
~ fear; and she trembled like a nimble fawn whom
the baying of hounds hath terrified amid the thicket
of a deep copse. For at once she truly forboded
~ that the aid she had given was not hidden from her
.~ father, and that quickly she would fill up the cup of
S woe. And she dreaded the guilty knowledge of her
~ handmaids ; her eyes were filled with fire and her
- ears rung with a terrible cry. Often did she clutch
“at her throat, and often did she drag out her hair
by the roots and groan in wretched despair. There
~on that very day the maiden would have tasted
the drugs and perished and so have made void the
- purposes of Hera, had not the goddess driven her, all
bewildered, to flee with the sons of Phrixus; and her
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fluttering soul within her was comforted ; and then
-~ she poured from her bosom all the drugs back again
" into the casket. Then she kissed her bed, and the
g-folding-doors on both sides, and stroked the walls,
" and tearing away in her hands a long tress of hair,
" she left it in the chamber for her mother, a memorial
of her maidenhood, and thus lamented with passion-
ate volce :

] oo, leaving this long tress here in my stead,
D mother mine ; take this farewell from me as I
. far hence ; farewell Chalciope, and all my home.
‘Would that the sea, stranger, had dashed thee to
1eces , ere thou camest to the Colchian land!”’

- Thus she spake, and from her eyes shed copious
ears. And as a bondmaid steals away from a
ealthy house, whom fate has lately severed from
ffla er native land nor yet has she made trial of
grievous toil, but still unschooled to misery and
shrinking in terror from slavish tasks, goes about
beneath the cruel hands of a mistress; even so the
$ ovely maiden rushed forth from her home. But
0 her the bolts of the doors gave way self-moved,
eaping backwards at the swift strains of her magic
_'_.: g. And with bare feet she sped along the
narrow paths, with her left hand holding her robe
er her brow to veil her face and fair cheeks,
" d with her right lifting up the hem of her tunic.
Juickly along ‘the dark track, outside the towers
the spacious city, did she come in fear; nor did
y of the warders note her, but she sped on unseen
” them. Thence she was minded to go to the
ple tfor well she knew the way, hdvmg often
' retlme wandered there in quest of corpses and

297



APOLLONIUS RHODIUS

aupt Te dvamaréas p é’ae Xﬂovm, ola yvvaikes
gbappa;mc?ec Tpopepé‘) UTro Se‘maw TaAANNeTO Qup ;
T 0¢ véov Turnuis avepyouévn mepdrnBev
boiTarény éoiboloa Oea émeynpato Majvn
apmaréws, Kal Tola ,u,e'r& Ppeaiv o%'w éevrey:

‘Ovk ap’ éyw potrn pera Adtuiov dvrpov alvmc 1
oUd 0ln KaA® WEPLS(ZLO/.L&L "Evdvutwve:
1 Bapa 61) kal oeto kiov Sohinoww aoidals, 4
pvnoauery GioTyTos, wa o'fcm'ifn eVl vvﬁ:TE 3
qbappcio*a'm eﬁmn?\,oq, a Tou q‘)ﬂ?m Epya Te'rwc'mt,. '
vOv 0€ Kal a,v'm onbev ouoins eppopee aTns: "
OdKke O avimpov Tot I?;Jova THpa yevéalar E
Sammv a,?wwaezg arN’ epxeo TéTAall & ep,qm
Kol 'mvv'm TEP eovcra, TONVGTTOVOV a)\fyos‘ ae&pe& JE

Os ap’ épn: mw & am,fra T00€S Pépov é eryfcouee
oav.

?‘H’

cio'vramws‘ xOnow evmept?n WOTapom,
av'rwrepnv Xevcrcmvcra TUPOS céhas, § pd T aeﬁ?&
wavvvxmc NPWES ev<,i>poa'vvmrw EOaLov.

o‘fem o NmeiTa dia kvédas opﬁz,a v
mr?w'ra'rov (prfow Wepawé?ev fr)'n've waLBmv, 3 :
(I)pov'rw* o€ Evv €olat fcamryvm'om mrac fcovpnq
avTe T Awom&y Texpnpm-o' mrya. 0 e'rmpm
E?apBeov, ev'r evona'av 0 877 mm e'r?y'rvp,ov nev.
'prf;‘ UEV aVvNUT €Y, pLG‘ 5 o'rpvvov'ros‘ omkov
(l)pom-w cmoaBnSnv avwaxev. ol 0 -apa Telws
pweq ,u,e'ra, TNVYE 50069 e’Xaacmov €peTpols.
0V T W Wewpa'm V10S e'n' 777reapow '?TGPCLL?’]S‘ 3
Ba)\)\ov, O€ fcpmwvovc XEPT ® woBaf nKev "Inow:

vrod am ikpLopuw peTa O Dpovris Te kal Apfy
2938

.

e,
| .
- YU

-

;_
.__'. -[_'



THE ARGONAUTICA, BOOK 1V

" hoxious roots of the earth, as a sorceress is wont
to do: and her soul fluttered with quivering fear.
" And the Titanian goddess, the moon, rising from a far
~ Jand, beheld her as she fled distraught, and fiercely
*  exulted over her; and thus spake to her own
heart :

« Not I alone then stray to the Latmian cave,
nor do I alone burn with love for fair Endymion ;
oft times with thoughts of love have I been driven
away by thy crafty spells, in order that in the
darkness of night thou mightest work thy sorcery
at ease, even the deeds dear to thee. And now thou
thyself too hast part in a like mad passion; and
some god of affliction has given thee Jason to be
thy grievous woe. Well, go on, and steel thy heart,
wise though thou be, to take up thy burden of pain,
fraught with many sighs.”

Thus spake the goddess; but swiftly the maiden’s
feet bore her, hasting on. And gladly did she gain
the high bank of the river and beheld on the oppo-
site side the gleam of fire, which all night long the
heroes were kindling in joy at the contest’s issue.
Then through the gloom, with clear-pealing voice
from across the stream, she called on Phrontis, the
youngest of Phrixus’ sons, and he with his brothers
and Aeson’s son recognised the maiden’s voice ; and
in silence his comrades wondered when they knew
that it was so in truth. Thrice she called, and thrice
at the bidding of the company Phrontis called out in
reply ; and meantime the heroes were rowing with
swift-moving oars in search of her. Not yet were
they casting the ship’s hawsers upon the opposite
bank, when Jason with light feet leapt to land from
the deck above, and after him Phrontis and Argus,
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~ sons of Phrixus, leapt to the ground; and she,
clasping their knees with both hands, thus addressed
. them:

. “Save me, the hapless one, my friends, from
~ Aeetes, and yourselves too, for all is brought to
light, nor doth any remedy come. But let us flee
~ upon the ship, before the king mounts his swift
. chariot. And I will lull to sleep the guardian
- serpent and give you the fleece of gold; but do
~ thou, stranger, make the gods witness of the vows
- thou hast taken on thyself for my sake; and now
~ that I have fled far from my country, make me not a
~ mark for blame and dishonour for want of kinsmen.”
- She spake in anguish; but greatly did the heart
- of Aeson’s son rejoice, and at once, as she fell at his
- knees, he raised her gently and embraced her, and
" spake words of comfort: “Lady, let Zeus of
' Olympus himself be witness to my oath, and Hera,
queen of marriage, bride of Zeus, that I will set thee
in my halls my own wedded wife, when we have
reached the land of Hellas on our return.”

- Thus he spake, and straightway clasped her right
- hand in his; and she bade them row the swift ship
‘to the sacred grove near at hand, in order that,
‘while it was still night, they might seize and carry
“off the fleece against the will of Aeetes. Word and
‘deed were one to the eager crew. For they took
her on board, and straightway thrust the ship from
shore; and loud was the din as the chieftains
strained at their oars, but she, starting back, held
t her hands in despair towards the shore. But
Jason spoke cheering words and restrained her grief.
- Now at the hour when men have cast sleep from
Neir eyes —huntsmen, who, trusting to their hounds,

A
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" never slumber away the end of mght; but avoid
the light of dawn lest, smiting with its white
~ peams, it efface the track and scent of the quarry—
%‘I:hen did Aeson’s son and the maiden step forth from
~ the ship over a grassy spot, the ©“ Ram’s couch ™
" men call it, where it first bent its wearied knees in
'frest bearing on its back the Minyan son of Athamas.
~ And close by, all smirched with soot, was the base of
:"the altar, which the Aeolid Phrixus once set up to
Zeus, the aider of fugitives, when he sacrificed the
‘golden wonder at the bidding of Hermes who
wciously met him on the way. There by the
" counsels of Argus the chieftains put them ashore.

- And they two by the pathway came to the sacred
grove seeking the huge oak tree on which was hung
‘the fleece, like to a cloud that blushes red with the
1 ery beams of the rising sun. But right in front
‘the serpent with his keen sleepless eyes saw them
coming, and stretched out his long neck and hissed
in awful wise; and all round the long banks of the
river echoed and the boundless grove. Those
eard it who dwelt in the Colchlan land very far
from Titanian Aea, near the outfall of Lycus, the
river which parts from loud-roaring Araxes and
;: lends his sacred stream with Phasis, and they twain
"f,w on together in one and pour their waters into
he Caucasian Sea. And through fear young
mothers awoke, and round their new-born babes,
-f vho were sleepm_g in their arms, threw their hands
in agony, for the small limbs started at that hiss.
ind as when above a pile of smouldering wood
untless eddies of smoke roll up mingled with soot,
d one ever springs up quickly after another, rising
ft from beneath in wavering wreaths ; so at that
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~ time did that monster roll his countless coils
::_'. covered with hard dry scales. And as he writhed,
;..-. the maiden came before his eyes, with sweet voice
-~ calling to her aid Sleep, highest of gods, to charm
" the monster ; and she cried to the queen of the
underworld, the night-wanderer, to be propitious to
iher enterprise. And Aeson’s son followed in fear,
" but the serpent, already charmed by her song, was
relaxing the long ridge of his giant spine, and
" lengthening out hls myriad coils, llke a dark wave,
" dumb and noiseless, rolling over a sluggish sea ; but

‘still he raised aloft his grisly head, eager to enclose
" them both in his murderous jaws. But she with a
newly cut spray of juniper, dipping and drawing un-
jtempf:-‘:l:‘f::d charms from her mystic brew, sprinkled
his eyes, while she ‘chanted her song ; and all around
he potent scent of the charm cast sleep; and on
he very spot he let his jaw sink down ; and far
ehmd through the wood with its many trees were
those countless coils stretched out. |
~ Hereupon Jason snatched the golden fleece from
he oak, at the maiden’s bidding ; and she, standing
rm smeared with the charm the monster’s head, till
-. Jason himself bade her turn back towards their shlp,
“and she left the grove of Ares, dusky with shade.
d as a maiden catches on her finely wrought robe
j;he gleam of the moon at the full, as it rises above
her high-roofed chamber; and her heart rejoices as
1e beholds the fair ray ; so at that time did Jason
pllft the mighty fleece in his hands ; and from the
shimmering ot the flocks of wool there settled on his
fair cheeks and brow a red flush like a flame. And
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eat as is the hide of a yearling ox or stag, which
untsmen call a brocket, so great in extent was the
}'g all golden above. Heavy it was, thickly
clustered with flocks; and as he moved a,long_, even
peneath his feet the sheen rose up from the earth.
.". And he strode on now with the fleece covering
:j;]m is left shoulder from the height of his neck to
",@. s feet, and now again he gathered it up in his
hands ; for he feared exceedingly, lest some god or
g-u should meet him and deprive him thereof.
- Dawn was spreading over the earth when they
ached the throng of heroes; and the youths mar-
lled to behold the mighty fleece, which gleamed
ke the lightning of Zeus. And each one started
ip eager to touch it and clasp it in his hands. But
he son of Aeson restrained them all, and threw over
it a mantle newly-woven ; and he led the maiden to
the stern and seated her there, and spake to them
all as follows :
~ «No longer now, my friends, forbear to return to
_‘ our fatherland. For Nnow the task for which we
ared this grievous voyage, toiling with bitter sorrow
heart has been lightly fulfilled by the maiden’s
gounsels. Her—for such is her will -I will bring
home to be my wedded wife ; do ye preserve her,
i_f; 1e glorious saviour of all Achaea and of yourselves.
For of a surety, I ween, will Aeetes come with his
'_ ost to bar our passage from the river into the sea.
_ t glo° some of you toil at the oars in turn,
g man by man; and half of you raise your
elds of oxhide, a ready defence against the darts
the enemy, and guard our return. And now in
r hands we hold the fate of our children and dear
_untry and of our aged parents; and on our venture
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all Hellas depends, to reap either the shame of
failure or great renown.’
3 Thus he spake, and donned his armour of war ;
and they cried aloud, wondrously eager. And he
drew his sword from the sheath and cut the hawsers
:-_; t the stern. And near the maiden he took his
_- and ready armed by the steersman Ancaeus, and
with their rowing the ship sped on as they strained
:: esperately to drive her clear of the river.
g By this time Medea’s love and deeds had become
j nown to haughty Aeetes and to all the Colchians.
; ad they thronged to the assembly in arms; and
¢ countless as the waves of the stormy sea when they
e crested by the wind, or as the leaves that fall
L the ground from the wood with its myriad
ches in the month when the leaves fall—who
could reckon their tale?—so they in countless
wmber poured along the banks of the river shout-
ng in frenzy; and in his shapely chariot Aeetes
wone forth above all with his steeds, the gift of
ehos, swift as the blasts of the wmd In his left
and he raised his curved shield, and in his right a
ge pine-torch, and near him in front stood up his
ghty spear. And Apsyrtus held in his hands the
¢ins of the steeds. But already the ship was
eaving the sea before her, urged on by stalwart
arsmen, and the stream of the mighty river rushing
n. But the king in grievous anguish lifted his
ds and called on Helios and Zeus to bear
itness to their evil deeds; and terrible threats he
4ered against all his people that unless they
F'a d with their own hands seize the maiden, either
the land or still finding the ship on the swell of
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en sea, and bring her back, that so he might
gatisfy his eager soul with vengeance for all those
deeds, at the cost of their own lives they should
Jearn and abide all his rage and revenge.

~ Thus spake Aeetes; and on that same day
the Colchians launched their ships and cast the
" tackle on board, and on that same day sailed forth
" on the sea; thou wouldst not say so mighty a host
was a fleet of ships, but that a countless flight of
pirds, swarm on swarm, was clamouring over the sea.
. Swiftly the wind blew, as the goddess Hera
- planned, so that most quickly Aeaean Medea might
" reach the Pelasgian land, a bane to the house of
* Pelias, and on the third morn they bound the ship’s
* stern cables to the shores of the Paphlagonians, at the
" mouth of the river Halys. For Medea bade them land
~ and propitiate Hecate with sacrifice. Now all that the
~ maiden prepared for offering the sacrifice may no man
~ know, and may my soul not urge me to sing thereof.
~ Awe restrains my lips, yet from that time the altar
~ which the heroes raised on the beach to the goddess
~ remains till now, a sight to men of a later day.
~ And straightway Aeson’s son and the rest of the
* heroes bethought them of Phineus, how that he had
_ said that their course from Aea should be different,
~ but to all alike his meaning was dim. Then Argus
- spake, and they eagerly hearkened :

= “We go to Orchomenus, whither that unerring
~ seer, whom ye met aforetime, foretold your voyage.
- For there is another course, signified by those
. priests of the immortal gods, who have sprung
- from Tritonian Thebes. As yet all the stars that
- wheel in the heaven were not, nor yet, though one
- should inquire, could aught be heard of the sacred
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" race of the Danai. Apidanean Arcadians alone
~ existed, Arcadians who lived even before the moon,
it is said, eating acorns on the hills; nor at that time
~ was the Peldsglan land ruled by the glorious sons of
" Deucalion, in the days when Egypt, mother of men of
" an older time, was called the fertile Morning-land,
~ and the river fa,lr—ﬂowmg Triton, by which all the
~ Morning-land is watered ; and never does the rain
from Zeus moisten the edlth but from the flooding
- of the river abundant crops spring up. From this
Jand, it is said, a king! made his way all round
gthrough the whole of FEurope and Asia, trusting
“in the might and strength and courage of his people ;
" and countless cities did he found wherever he came,
“whereof some are still inhabited and some not;
“many an age hath passed since then. But Aea.
‘abides unshaken even now and the sons of those
‘men whom that king settled to dwell in Aea. They
preserve the writings of their fathers, graven on
pillars, whereon are marked all the ways and the
limits of sea and land as ye journey on all sides
und There is a river, the uttermost horn of
cean broad and exceedmg deep, that a merchant
ship may traverse ; they call it Ister and have marked
far off ; and for a while it cleaves the boundless
tilth alone in one stream; for beyond the blasts
it the north wind, far off in the Rhipaean mountains,
'_'."-i.w. springs burst Forthwith 5 Fosr. - Butiwh i
enters the boundaries of the Thracians and Scythians,
here, dividing its stream into two it sendssFits
aters partly into the Ionian sea, 2 and partly to the

i"

! The allusion i is to Sesestrls, see Herod i1. 102 foll.
2 * Or, reading #uerépnr, ‘“‘into our sea.” The Euxine is
*ant in any case and the word Ionian is therefore wrong.

313

-. —

-



APOLLONIUS RHODIUS

> il

THO ”'Bcop, 70 0 omioBe Babiv dta kolmov | mcrw :

O'Xc:é’opemq movrov Tpwakpiov ewmrexowa,
yain 0s UueTépn TaparkékMTal, €l éTeoy O |
UMETEPNS Yains ’Axekc{)mg ééavinaw.’ .,

Qs Eip’ 396?7 Totow o¢ Oea Tépas eryryva,M{-'ep |
aloiov, ¢ Kal "H'CLI/‘TES‘ ewevqupna'av LOOVTES,
sréANeaBa VO omov. ewawpo yap 07\.&:09 G’TUX
ovpawmc; aKTIVOS, 077'?7 Kat a/.l,evo'mov 77(:‘1). -
ynBocuvvor ¢ Adkoto kat aldTél malda lowavre
Aalpeat TeTTAUEVOLT LY VTTELP AN va,vn)\.lov'ro,;

oi’;pea. Hagb?twyovmv Qnev/u,evm. ovBe Ka,payﬁw *~
fyva,,u\b*a,y el TVOLAL Te HJCLL ovpavwv vaos‘ aly
WUELVEY, EwS Icr'rpow peyay poov ewa,qﬁmom'o. .r
Ko\yor & adt’ dAhot ,u,ev, eTcoo-m Ao TEVOVTES
Kva,vea,s‘ HOVTOLO Bz,em TéETPAS ewepnaazv' -
aANOL O Al TOTaAMUOV ,ue'remaﬂov, 0i0 LY AVacaey
”A-x,lnv 705, KaXov 86 oa c:rm,wa: melpe Ma,o'ﬁebs‘. 4
TO Kal vwegb@o; TOUGyE Ba,kwy Ve avxeva fya:£
KONTT OV eo'co TOVTOLO Wavea'xarrov 'Tovioco. E
Io"rpm yap TLS vna'oq eepryeTm ovvo,wa ITevkn,
Tp.:ry?thw evpog‘ ,u,ev €S aw&a?wvs‘ avexovaa, .,L
OTEWOY O aVT wymwva 'n-on poov* audpl Oe 30&@
crxeé’om'm wpoxom TNV eV xa?\,eovw Na;pmca
™Y O vTo TH) veatyn, Kalov oTopa. TH Oe oLt ;
”A«[rvpmg Kokxm TE GowTepov mppnﬂnaav
ot 0 UNrod vncrow KaT afcpoTaTng' E:DEOV‘TO
wy?&o@ev. clapevijor O €v doTETa TOea Xewron
WO&/.LEI»’GS‘ arypa,v?wo VN@OV ¢o,8m, ola Te Onpas
oo'aopevoa TOVTOU pefyamnfeoc; efavwv'ras'

ov tya,p Tw akias ye wapos mwoli vias (Sovro,
oUT 00v BpiiEw wydades 2xv0at, ode Euvao

314 .

__



THE ARGONAUTICA, BOOK IV

~ oouth into a deep gulf that bends upwards from the
. Trinacrian sea, that sea which lies along your land,
 if indeed Achelous flows forth from your land.”

" Thus he spake, and to them the goddess granted
. a happy portent, and all at the sight shouted
- approval, that this was their appointed path. For
. pefore them appeared a trail of heavenly light,
. a sign where they might pass. And gladly they
~ Jeft behind there the son of Lycus and with canvas
. outspread sailed over the sea, with their eyes on the
- Paphlagonian mountains. But they did not round
~ Carambis, for the winds and the gleam of the
" heavenly fire stayed with them till they reached
~ Ister’s mighty stream.

" Now some of the Colchians, in a vain search,
4 passed out from Pontus through the Cyanean rocks ;
" but the rest went to the river, and them Apsyrtus led,
" and, turning aside, he entered the mouth called Fair.
- Wherefore he outstripped the heroes by crossing a
" neck of land into the furthest gulf of the Ionian sea.
~ For a certain island is enclosed by Ister, by name
- Peuce, three-cornered, its base stretching along the
- coast, and with a sharp angle towards the river; and
- round it the outfall is clett in two. One mouth they
- call the mouth of Narex, and the other, at the lower
- end, the Fair mouth. And through this Apsyrtus and
- his Colchians rushed with all speed ; but the heroes
- went upwards far away towards the highest part of
- the island. And in the meadows the country
- shepherds left their countless flocks for dread of the
- ships, for they deemed that they were beasts coming
3 ?forth from the monster-teeming sea. For never yet
- before had they seen seafaring ships, neither the
- Scythians mingled with the Thracians, nor the
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Sigynni, nor yet the Graucenii, nor the Sindi that
now inhabit the vast desert plain of Laurium. But
when they had passed near the mount Angurum,
and the cliff of Cauliacus, far from the mount
Angurum, round which Ister, dividing his stream, falls
into the sea on this side and on that,and the Laurian
plain, then indeed the Colchians went forth into the
~ (Cronian sea and cut oft all the ways, to prevent their
~ foes’ escape. And the heroes came down the river
~ behind and reached the two Brygean isles of Artemis
" near at hand. Now in one of them was a sacred
" temple; and on the other they landed, avoiding the
- host of Apsyrtus; for the Colchians had left these
- islands out of many within the river, just as they
~ were, through reverence for the daughter of Zeus;
- but the rest, thronged by the Colchians, barred the
- ways to the sea. And so on other islands too, close
by, Apsyrtus left his host as far as the river Salangon
. and the Nestian land.

~ There the Minyae would at that time have yielded
. in grim fight, a few to many; but ere then they
- made a covenant, shunning a dire quarrel ; as to the
~ golden fleece, that since Aeetes himself had so pro-
- mised them it they should fulfil the contests, they
. should keep it as justly won, whether they carried it
- off by craft or even openly in the king’s despite ; but
. as to Medea—for that was the cause of strife—that
~ they should give her in ward to Leto’s daughter
- apart from the throng, until some one of the kings
- that dispense justice should utter his doom, whether
- she must return to her father’s home or follow the
- chieftains to the land of Hellas.

s



APOLLONIUS RHODIUS

"Iivfa o émel Ta ékacTa vow We;b':rraaam'o fcovp )
01 pd pev ofetar kpadiny ekeMZjav aviat ;;
voNeués aira € voaqﬁw Ingova potvov éraipwr
emwpomakeaaapew) ayev ar\voLs, o (,‘bp eksacr@ev
TONNOV €KUS, o*mzfoem‘a. O EvOTaols EkpaTo ,u,vﬂo
] Am-omﬁn, Tiva 'T77V86 cvvapTvvacfe pevownu
apud’ €pol; Né ae 'n'wav haﬁbgbpoa'vvms‘ evmfcap
axy?\mac, TV O 0UTL jLETaTP&"}T??, 000 ayopeves
XPELOT Evtayomevos; mov Tor Awos lkealoo
opkLa, oD O€ pe vypal vmooyeaial BefBdacw;
7S €yw oV kaTa KOG OV avardnTe LOTNTL ]
TATPNY T€ KNéa TeE perycipwv avToUs T€ Tokfjas
voopLoauny, Ta pot ?;ev vwe,o'rcwa, T\obi & olm
?vaypncnv KATA TOVTOV QA a,?ucvsveacn q')opev;w,&
TOV EVEKED fcap,a'rmv va pot coos audt Te ,Bt)val
a,pq’)e TE fynryeveecro'w avavrknaeme aéfhovs.
voTaTov al Kal ﬁ:maq, émel T émaiocToy e*rvxﬁn,
€iles éun patiy: kata 6 odhoov aioyos éyeva
ﬁfnkvq’epa (S. T Pnul Ten Kovpn Te dduap Te
av*wca.awvm'n T€ /.Leﬂ’ fL?\?taﬁa, yatay éweo'ﬁat.
wavm VUV 'n'poqbpmv mrepf,o"rao-o, UNOE L€ p,ovv'qv
T€Lo Mvmq awavevé’ev, ewmxo#evoe Bamlnac.
AN\ a,UTcur; ecpva'o Oikn 6é Tot e,uvreSOQ foTw
rat Qéues, 7 U a:qum a'vyapeaa'a,pev 7 o'vry e'msm'
q’)a,myavgp avTiKa TOvOe }.LEG“OL’ oLa Mz,(,p,ov u,pna'a 3
odbp €T inpa bépwpatr éotkoTa papryoavmymv. 4
XGTM’O: €l KEV O] e fcamryvm'ow OLKAT o)
eypevm ovToS avaf, TR EWLJXETE TATO a,?&eryew
appw ocvvbecias. mos (Eopatr dpparta wanas',

1 émel 7’ émaigTdv] ¢’ @ mAdos Puuw the Parisian MSS.

"'\.
gl .:I"
Lﬁ._

.

i i

.‘

318



THE ARGONAUTICA, BOOK IV

- Now when the maiden had mused upon all this,
~ gsharp anguish shook her heart unceasingly ; and
4 qulck]y she called forth Jason alone apart from his
~ comrades, and led him aside until they were far
~away, and before his face uttered her speech all
- broken with sobs:

- “What is this purpose that yeare now devisingabout
- me, O son of Aeson? Has thy triumph utterly cast
- forgetfulness upon thee, and reckest thou nothing of
" all that thou spakest when held fast by necessity ?
;:swhither are fled the oaths by Zeus the suppliants
- god, whither are fled thy honied promises? for
- which in no seemly wise, with shameless will, I
- have left my country, the glories of my home and
* even my parents—things that were dearest to me ;
~and far away all alone I am borne over the sea Wlth
the plaintive kingfishers because of thy trouble,
~order that I mlght save thy life in fulfilling the
contests with the oxen and the earthborn men.
- Last of all the fleece—when the matter became
known, it was by my folly thou didst win it ; and a
‘foul reproach have I poured on Womanklnd
__5 Vherefore I say that as thy child, thy bride and thy
sister, I follow thee to the land of Hellas. Be ready
- to stand by me to the end, abandon me not left
forlorn of thee when thou dost visit the kings. But
- only save me; let justice and right, to which we
‘have both agmed, stand firm; or else do thou
‘at once shear through this neck with the sword,
-Z; 1at 1 may gain the guerdon due to my mad passion.
Foor wretch ! if the kmg, to whom you both commit
Your cruel covenant, doom me to belong to my
other How shall I come to my father’s sight?
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‘Will it be with a good name? What revenge, what
‘heavy calamity shall I not endure in agony for
‘the terrible deeds I have done? And wilt thou win
‘the return that thy heart desires? Never may
‘Zeus' bride, the queen of all, in whom thou dost
olory, bring that to pass. Mayst thou some time
remember me when thou art racked with anguish ;
may the fleece like a dream vanish into the nether
darkness on the wings of the wind! And may my
avenging Furies forthwith drive thee from thy
country, for all that I have suffered through thy
cruelty ! These curses will not be allowed to fall un-
accomplished to the ground. A mighty oath hast
thou transgressed, ruthless one ; but not long shalt
thou and thy comrades sit at ease casting eyes of
mockery upon me, for all your covenants.”

- Thus she spake, seething with fierce wrath ; and she
longed to set fire to the ship and to hew it utterly
in pieces, and herself to fall into the raging flame.
But Jason, half afraid, thus addressed her with
gentle words :

- “Forbear, lady ; me too this pleases not. But we
seek some respite from battle, for such a cloud of
| ,.’tile men, like to a fire, surrounds us, on thy account.
For all that inhabit this land are eager to aid
Apsyrtus, that they may lead thee back home to thy
ather, like some captured maid. And all of us
vould perish in hateful destruction, if we closed
¥ith them in fight; and bitterer still will be the
ain, if we are slain and leave thee to be their prey.
But this covenant will weave a web of guile to lead
i to ruin. Nor will the people of the land for thy
ke oppose us, to favour the Colchians, when their
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3 prince is No longer with them, who is thy champion
~ and thy brother; nor will I shrink from matching
- myself in fight with the Colchians, if they bar my
- way homeward.” |

- Thus he spake soothing her; and she uttered a
~ deadly speech: “Take heed now. For when sorry
~ deeds are done we must needs devise sorry counsel,
~ since at first I was distraught by my error, and by
~ heaven’s will it was I wrought the accomplishment
- of evil desires. Do thou in the turmoil shield me
" from . the Colchians’ spears ; and I will beguile
- Apsyrtus to come into thy hands—do thou greet
~ him with splendid gifts—if only I could persuade
~ the heralds on their departure to bring him alone to
- hearken to my words. Thereupon if this deed
- pleases thee, slay him and raise a conflict with the
* Colchians, I care not.” :

~ So they two agreed and prepared a great web of
guile for Apsyrtus, and provided many gifts such
‘as are due to guests, and among them gave a
‘sacred robe of Hypsipyle, of crimson hue. The
- Graces with their own hands had wrought it for
- Dionysus in sea-girt Dia, and he gave it to his son
- Thoas thereafter, and Thoas left it to Hypsipyle,
- and she gave that fair-wrought guest-gift with many
“another marvel to Aeson’s son to wear. Never
- couldst thou satisfy thy sweet desire by touching it
or gazing on it. And from it a divine fragrance
‘breathed from the time when the king of Nysa him-
- self lay to rest thereon, flushed with wine and nectar,
as he clasped the beauteous breast of the maiden-
- daughter of Minos, whom once Theseus forsook in
‘the island of Dia, when she had followed him from
‘Knossus. And when she had worked upon the
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" heralds to induce her brother to come, as soon as she
. reached the temple of the goddess, according to the
~ agreement, and the darkness of night surrounded
" them, that so she might devise with him a cunning
~ plan for her to take the mighty fleece of gold and
" return to the home of Aeetes, for, she said, the
Beons of Phrixus had given her by force to the
~ strangers to carry - off; with such beguiling words
" che scattered to the air and the breezes her witch-
~ ing charms, which even from afar would have drawn
~ down the savage beast from the steep mountain-
- height.

- Ruthless Love, great bane, great curse to mankind,
~ from thee come deadly strifes and lamentations and
. groans, and countless pains as well have their stormy
~ birth from thee. Arise, thou god, and arm thyself
~ against the sons of our foes in such guise as when
* thou didst fill Medea’s heart with accursed madness.
.~ How then by evil doom did she slay Apsyrtus when
~ he came to meet her? For that must our song tell
- next.

~ When the heroes had left the maiden on the
~ island of Artemis, according to the covenant, both
- sides ran their ships to land separately. And Jason
~ went to the ambush to lie in wait for Apsyrtus and
- then for his comrades. But he, beguiled by these
- dire promises, crossed the swell of the sea in his
- ship, and in the darkness of night set foot on the
:§acred island ; and faring all alone to meet her he
- made trial in speech of his sister, as a tender child
.~ tries a wintry torrent which not even strong men
-~ can pass through, to see if she would devise some
- guile against the strangers. And so they two agreed
- together on everything ; and straightway Aeson’s
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" son leapt forth from the thick ambush, lifting his
" pare sword in his hand; and quickly the maiden
" turned her eyes aside and covered them with her
" veil that she might not see the blood of her brother
" when he was smitten. And Jason marked him and
" struck him down, as a butcher strikes down a mighty
~ strong-horned bull, hard by the temple which the
~ Brygi on the mainland opposite had once built
" for Artemis. In its vestibule he fell on his knees ;
- and at last the hero breathing out his life caught
up in both hands the dark blood as it welled from
~ the wound ; and he dyed with red his sister’s silvery
" yveil and robe as she shrank away. And with swift
~ side-glance the irresistible pitiless Fury beheld the
deadly deed they had done. And the hero, Aeson’s
" son, cut off the extremities of the dead man, and
" thrice licked up some blood and thrice spat the
~ pollution from his teeth, as it is right for the slayer
" to do, to atone for a treacherous murder. And the
~ elammy corpse he hid in the ground where even now
~ those bones lie among the Apsyrtians:

"~ Now as soon as the heroes saw the blaze of a
~ torch, which the maiden raised for them as a sign to
- pursue, they laid their own ship near the Colchian
- ship, and they slaughtered the Colchian host, as
~ kites slay the tribes of wood-pigeons, or as lions of
~ the wold, when they have leapt amid the steading,
_drive a great flock of sheep huddled together.
- Nor did one of them escape death, but the heroes
- rushed upon the whole crew, destroying them like a
~ flame ; and at last Jason met them, and was eager to
- give aid where none was needed ; but already they
~ were taking thought for him too. Thereupon they
- sab to devise some prudent counsel for their voyage,
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" .nd the maiden came upon them as they pondered,
- put Peleus spake his word first : _

.« now bid you embark while it is still night, and
. take with your oars the passage opposite to that
. which the enemy guards, for at dawn when they
" cee their plight I deem that no word urging to
~ further pursuit of us will prevail with them ; but as
- people bereft of their king, they will be scattered in
~ grievous dissension. And easy, when the people are
* scattered, will this path be for us on our return.”

" Thus he spake; and the youths assented to the
* words of Aeacus’ son. And quickly they entered
" the ship, and toiled at their oars unceasingly until
~ they reached the sacred isle of Electra, the highest
" of them all, near the river Eridanus.

" But when the Colchians learnt the death of their
b prince, verily they were eager to pursue Argo and
~ the Minyans through all the Cronian sea. But Hera
. restrained them by terrible lightnings from the sky.
~ And at last they loathed their own homes in the
~ Cytaean land, quailing before Aeetes’ fierce wrath ;
" 5o they landed and made abiding homes there, scat-
~ tered far and wide. Some set foot on those very
~ islands where the heroes had stayed, and they still
- dwell there, bearing a name derived from Apsyrtus;
~ and others built a fenceéd city by the dark deep
. Illyrian river, where is the tomb of Harmonia and
" Cadmus, dwelling among the Encheleans; and
~ others live amid the mountains which are called the
- Thunderers, from the day when the thunders of
~ Zeus, son of Cronos, prevented them from crossing
~ over to the island opposite. |

= Now the heroes, when their return seemed safe
- for them, fared onward and made their hawsers fast
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" to the land of the Hylleans. For the islands lay
~ thick in the river and made the path dangerous for
~ those who sailed thereby. Nor,as atoretime, did the
~ Hylleans devise their hurt, but of their own accord
" furthered their passage, winning as guerdon a
3 mighty tripod of Apollo. For tripods twain had
. Phoebus given to Aeson’s son to carry afar in the
- yvoyage he had to make, at the time when he went to
- sacred Pytho to enquire about this very voyage ; and
it was ordained by fate that in whatever land they
- should be placed, that land should nevér be ravaged
~ Dy the attacks of foemen. Therefore even now this
~ tripod is hidden in that land near the pleasant city
. of Hyllus, far beneath the earth, that it may ever
~ be unseen by mortals. Yet they found not King
~ Hyllus still alive in the land, whom fair Melite bare
" to Heracles in the land of the Phaeacians. For he
~ came to the abode of Nausithous and to Maecris, the
. nurse of Dionysus, to cleanse himself from the
. deadly murder of his children; here he loved and
. overcame the water nymph Melite, the daughter of
. the river Aegaeus, and she bare mighty Hyllus.
~ But when he had grown up he desired not to dwell
~in that island under the rule of Nausithous the king ;
. but he collected a host of native Phaeacians and
b came to the Cronian sea; for the hero King
- Nausithous aided his journey, and there he settled,
- and the Mentores slew him as he was fighting for
- the oxen of his field.

- Now, goddesses, say how it is that beyond this
- sea, near the land of Ausonia and the Ligystian
- isles, which are called Stoechades, the mighty tracks
- of the ship Argo are clearly sung of? What great
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rconstla,mt and need brought the heroes so far?
-: What breezes watted them ?

When Apsyrtus had fallen in mighty overthrow
8 7eus himself, king of gods, was seized with
~ wrath at what they had done. And he ordained
" that by the counsels of Aeaean Circe they should
" cleanse themselves from the terrible stain of blood
and suffer countless woes betore their return. Yet
" none of the chieftains knew this; but far onward they
~ sped starting from the Hyllean land, and they left
~ behind all the islands that were beforetlme thronged
by the Colchians—the Liburnian isles, isle aftel
" jsle, Issa, Dysceladus, and lovely Pltyela Next
 after them they came to Corcyra, where Poseidon
- settled the daughter of Asopus, fair-haired Corcyra,
" far from the ldnd of Phlius, whence he had carried
_' her off through love ; and s.a,ﬂms beholding it from
~ the sea, all black with its sombre woods, call it
; Corcyra the Black. And next they passed Melite,
“rejoicing in the soft-blowing breeze, and steep
" Cerossus, and Nymphaea at a distance, where lady
- Calypso, daughter of Altas, dwelt; and they deemed
~ they saw the misty mountains ot Thunder = And
~ then Hera bethought her of the counsels and wrath
- of Zeus concerning them. And she devised an
- ending of their voyage and stirred up storm-winds
- before them, by which they were caught and borne
{*~ back to the rocky isle of Electra. And straightway
- on a sudden there called to them in the midst of
~ their course, speaking with a human voice, the beam
"" bf the hollow ship, which Athena had set in the
4 centre of the stem, made of Dodonian oak. And
3 deadly fear seized them as they heard the voice
A ﬂlat told of the grievous wrath of Zeus. For it
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~ proclaimed that they should not escape the paths
= of an endless sea nor grievous tempests, unless Circe
‘f-should purge away the guilt of the ruthless murder
" of Apsyrtus; and it bade Polydeuces and Castor

pray to the immortal gods first to grant a path

3 through the Ausonian sea where they should find
. Circe, daughter of Perse and Helios.

Thus Argo cried through the darkness; and the

~ sons of Tyndareus uprose, and lifted their hands to
~ the immortals praying for each boon : but dejection
* held the rest ot the Minyan heroes. And far on sped
- Argo under sail, and entered deep into the stream of
- Eridanus ; where once, smitten on the breast by the
- blazing bolt, Phaéthon half-consumed fell from the
. chariot of Helios into the -opening of that deep
" lake ; and even now it belcheth up heavy steam
. clouds from the smouldering wound. And no bird
- spreading its light wings can cross that water; but
~ in mid-course it plunges into the flame, fluttering.
- And all around the maidens, the daughters of Helios,
- enclosed in tall poplars, wretchedly wail a piteous
- plaint ; and from their eyes they shed on the ground
. bright drops of amber. These are dried by the sun
.~ upon the sand; but whenever the waters of the
- dark lake flow over the strand before the blast of
- the wailing wind, then they roll on in a mass into
. Eridanus with swelling tide. But the Celts have
- attached this story to them, that these are the tears
- of Leto’s son, Apollo, that are borne along by the
- eddies, the countless tears that he shed aforetime
- when he came to the sacred race of the Hyper-
- boreans and' left shining heaven at the chiding of
- his father, being in wrath concerning his son whom

divine Coronis bare in bright Lacereia at the mouth
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E of Amyrus. And such is the story told among these
.~ men. But no desire for food or drink seized the
" heroes nor were their thoughts turned to joy.
But they were sorely afflicted all day, heavy and

.~ faint at heart, with the noisome stench, hard to

endure, which the streams of Eridanus sent forth
~ from Phaéthon still burning; and at night they
. heard the piercing lament of the daughters of Helios,
~ wailing with shrill voice; and, as they lamented,
- their tears were borne on the water like drops of

P oil.

B Thence they entered the deep stream of
~ Rhodanus which flows into Eridanus; and where they
.~ meet there is a roar of mingling waters. Now that
~ river, rising from the ends of the earth, where are
~ the portals and mansions of Night, on one side bursts
- forth upon the beach of Ocean, at another pours into
* the Ionian sea, and on the third through seven

- mouths sends its stream to the Sardinian sea and its

~ limitless bay.! And from Rhodanus they entered
- stormy lakes, which spread throughout the Celtic
~ mainland of wondrous size; and there they would

. have met with an inglorious calamity; for a certain

~ branch of the river was bearing them towards a gulf
= of Ocean which in ignorance they were about to
~ enter, and never would they have returned from
- there in safety. But Hera leaping forth from
~ heaven pealed her cry from the Hercynian rock ;

- and all together were shaken with fear of her cry ;

~ for terribly crashed the mighty firmament. And
- backward they turned by reason of the goddess, and
-~ noted the path by which their return was ordained.

- ! Apollonius seems to have thought that the Po, the
- Rhone, and the Rhine are all connected together.
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And after a long while they came to the beach of
the surging sea by the devising of Hera, passing
unharmed through countless tribes of the Celts and
Ligyans. For round them the goddess poured a
dread mist day by day as they fared on. And
so, sailing through the midmost mouth, they reached
the Stoechades islands in safety by the aid of the
sons of Zeus; wherefore altars and sacred rites are
established in their honour for ever; and not that

. sea-faring alone did they attend to succour; but

Zeus granted to them the ships of future sailors too.
- Then leaving the Stoechades they passed on to
. the island Aethalia, where after their toil they wiped

~ away with pebbles sweat in abundance ; and pebbles

~ like skin in colour are strewn on the beach?!; and
~ there are their quoits and their wondrous armour :
- and there is the Argoan harbour called after them.

- And quickly from there they passed through the
~ sea, beholding the Tyrrhenian shores of Ausonia;
- and they came to the famous harbour of Aeaea, and
. from the ship they cast hawsers to the shore near at
- hand. And here they found Circe bathing her head

~ in the salt sea-spray, for sorely had she been scared

. by visions of the night. With blood her chambers
- and all the walls of her palace seemed to be running,
~ and flame was devouring all the magic herbs with
which she used to bewitch strangers whoever came ;
- and she herself with murderous blood quenched the
- glowing flame, drawing it up in her hands; and she
. ceased from deadly fear. Wherefore when morning
- came she rose, and with sea-spray was bathing her
- hair and her garments. And beasts, not resembling

B i.e. like the scrapings from skin, amoocrAeyylouara ; see
- Strabo p. 224 for this adventure.
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the beasts of the wild, nor yet like men in body, but
. with a medley of limbs, went in a throng, as sheep
~ from the fold in multitudes follow the shepherd.

~ Such creatures, compacted of various limbs, did earth

- herself produce from the primeval slime when she
~ had not yet grown solid beneath a rainless sky nor
~ yet had received a drop of moisture from the rays
~ of the scorching sun; but time combined these
* forms and marshalled them in their ranks; in

such wise these monsters shapeless of form followed

~ her. And exceeding wonder seized the heroes, and
. at once, as each gazed on the form and face of
~ Circe, they readily guessed that she was the sister
. of Aeetes.

- -~ Now when she had dismissed the fears of her
~ nightly visions, straightway she fared backwards,
- and in her subtlety she bade the heroes follow,
~ charming them on with her hand. Thereupon the
- host remained stedfast at the bidding of Aeson’s son,
- but Jason drew with him the Colchian maid. And

both followed the selfsame path till they reached
- the hall of Circe, and she in amaze at their coming

bade them sit on brightly burnished seats. And
. they, quiet and silent, sped to the hearth and sat

- there, as is the wont of wretched suppliants. Medea

- hid her face in both her hands, but Jason fixed in
. the ground the mighty hilted sword with which he

- had slain Aeetes’ son; nor did they raise their eyes

. to meet her look. And straightway Circe became
- aware of the doom of a suppliant and the guilt of

- murder. Wherefore in reverence for the ordinance

- of Zeus, the god of suppliants, who is a god of
. wrath yet mightily aids slayers of men, she began to
- offer the sacrifice with which ruthless suppliants are
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