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which is in Christ ; for so He Himself bespeaks

Holy Ghost :—*“ Come, ye children, and hegrken 1;!:“1;3' ht;::e
and I will teach you the fear of the Lord. What man is
there that desireth li_fe, and loveth to see good days? Keep
thy tongue from evil, and thy lips that they speak no guile.
Depart from evil and do good ; seek peace and ensue it
The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears
are open unto their prayers. But the face of the Lord is
against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them
from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard
him, and delivered him out of all his troubles. Many are the
troubles of the wicked ; but they that trust in the Lord, mercy
shall encompass them about.” 1

XXIII. Our all-merciful and beneficent Father hath bowels
of compassion towards them that fear Him, and kindly and
lovingly bestows His graces upon all such as come to Him
with a simple mind. Wherefore let us not waver, neither let
us have any doubts in our hearts of His excellent and glorious
gifts. Let that be far from us which is written, “ Miserable
are the double-minded, and those who are doubtful in their
hearts,? who say, These things have we heard, and our fathers
have told us these things. But, behold, we are grown old,
and none of them has happened unto us. O ye fools! con-
sider the trees, take the vine for an example : first it sheds its
leaves, then it buds; after that it spreads leaves, then it
flowers ; then come the sour grapes, and after them follows
the ripe fruit.” Ye see how in a little time the fruit of the
trees comes to maturity. Of a truth, yet a little while, and
His will shall suddenly be accomplished. The Holy Scripture
itself® bearing witness, ““that He shall quickly come and not
tarry, and that the Lord shall suddenly come to His temple,
even the Holy One whom ye look for.”

XXIV. Let us consider, beloved, how the Lord does con-
tinually show us, that there shall be a future resurrection, of
which He has made our Lord Jesus Christ the first-fruits,
raising Him from the dead. Let us contemplate, beloved, the
resurrection, that is continually made before our eyes. Day
and night manifest a resurrection to us. The night lies down,
and the day arises ; again the day departs, and the night
comes on. Let us behold the fruits of the earth : every one

! Psal, xxxiv. 11, 2 James i, 8, 8 Hab. ii. 3; Mal iii. L.
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sees how the seed is sown : the sower goes forth, and casts it
upon the earth, and the seed which, when it was sown, fell
upon the earth dry and naked, in time dissolves ; and from
the dissolution the great power of the providence of the Lord
raises it again, and of one seed many arise, and bring forth
fruit.

XXV. Let us consider that wonderful type of the resurrec-
tion which is seen in the eastern countries; that is to say, in
Arabia. There is a certain bird called a pheenix ; of this
there is never but one at a time, and that lives five hundred
years ; and, when the time of its dissolution draws near that it
must die, it makes itself a nest of frankincense, and myrrh, and
other spices ; into which, when its time is fulfilled, it enters
and dies. But its flesh, putrefying, breeds a certain worm,
which, being nourished with the juice of the dead bird, brings
forth feathers ; and when it is grown to a perfect state, it takes
up the nest in which the bones of its parent lie, and carries
it from Arabia into Egypt, to a city called Heliopolis : and,
flying in open day, in the sight of all men, lays it upon the
altar of the sun, and so returns from whence it came. The
priests then search into the records of the time ; and find that
it returned precisely at the end of five hundred years.

XXVI. And shall we then think it to be any very great and
strange thing for the Lord of all to raise up those that re-
ligiously serve Him in the assurance of a good faith, when even
by a bird He shews us the greatness of His power to fulfil His
promise ? For he says, in a certain place, “ Thou shalt raise
me up, and I shall confess unto thee.” And again, “I laid
me down, and slept, and awaked, because Thou art with rm=:_.”l
And again, Job says, “ Thou shalt raise up this flesh of mine
that has suffered all these things.” ®

XXVII. Having therefore this hope, let us hold fast to
Him who is faithful in all His promises, and righteous in all
His judgments, who has commanded us not to lie: how much
more will He not Himself lie? For nothing is impossible
with God but to lie. Let His faith then be stirred up again
in us ; and let us consider that all things are nigh unto Him.
By the word of His power He made all things, and by the
same word He is able [whenever He will] to destroy them.
“ Who shall say unto Him, What doest Thou? or who shall

! Psal. iii. 5. ? Job ix. 27.
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resist the power of His strength?”1 When and as He please
He will do all thl_ngs ; and nothing shall pass away of all that
ha§ been determined by Him. All things are open before
Him ; nor can any thing be hid from His counsel. * The
heavens declare the glory of God ; and the firmament showeth
His handy work. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night
unto night showeth knowledge. There is no speech nor
language where their voice is not heard.” 2

XXVIII. Seeing then all things are seen and heard by God,
let us fear Him, and let us lay aside our wicked works, which
proceed from ill desires, that through His mercy we may be
delivered from the condemnation to come. For whither can
any of us flee from His mighty hand? or what world shall
receive any of those who run away from Him? For thus saith
the Scripture in a certain place, “ Whither shall I flee [from
Thy Spirit] or where shall I hide myself from Thy presence?
If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art there: if I shall go to the
utmost parts of the earth, there is Thy right hand: if I shall
make my bed in the deep, Thy Spirit is there.”® Whither
then shall any one go, or whither shall he run, from Him that
comprehends all things?

XXIX. Let us therefore come to Him with holiness of
heart, lifting up chaste and undefiled hands unto Him ; loving
our gracious and merciful Father, who has made us to partgke
of His election. For so it is writteu, “ When the Most High
divided the nations, when He separated the sons of Adam,
He set the bounds of the nations, according to the number of
His angels: His people Jacob became the portion of the
Lord, and Israel the lot of His inheritance.”* And in another
place He saith, “Behold, the Lord taketh unto Himself a
nation out of the midst of the nations, as a man taketh the
first fruits of his flour; and the Most Holy shall come out of
that nation.” 8

XXX. Wherefore, we being the portion of tht_a- Holy OI}E,B
let us do all those things that pertain unto holiness ; _ﬂeemg
all evil-speaking against one another, all fithy and impure
embraces, together with all drunkenness, youthful lusts, abomin-
able concupiscences, detestable adultery, and execrable pride.
“ For God,” saith he, “resisteth the proud but giveth grace

i ii i 1 XXXiX: 7s
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to the hnmble.”!  Let us therefore hold fast to those to whom
God has given His grace. And let us put on concord : being
humble, temperate, free from all whispering and detraction,
and justified by our actions, and not our words. For He
saith, “Doth he that speaketh and heareth many things,
and that is of a ready tongue, suppose that he is righteous ?
Blessed is he that is born of a woman that liveth but a few
days : use not therefore much speech.” Let our praise be of
God, not of ourselves; for God hateth those that commend
themselves. Let the witness of our good actions be given to
us of others, as it was given to the holy men that went before
us. Rashness, and arrogance, and confidence, belong to them
who are accursed of God; but equity, and humility, and
mildness, to such as are blessed by Him.

XXXI. Let us then lay hold of His blessing, and let us
consider what are the ways by which we may attain unto it.
Let us look back upon those things that have happened from
the beginning. For what was our father Abraham blessed ?
Was it not because that, through faith, he wrought righteous-
ness and truth? Isaac, being fully persuaded of what he
knew was to come, cheerfully yielded himself up for a sacrifice.
Jacob with humility departed out of his own country, fleeing
from his brother, and went unto Laban, and served him : and
so the sceptre of the twelve tribes of Israel was given unto
him.

XXXII. Now, what the greatness of this gift was will
plainly appear, if we shall take the pains distinctly to con-
sider all the parts of it; for from him came the priests and
Levites, who all ministered at the altar of God; from him
came our Lord Jesus Christ, according to the flesh ; from
him came the kings, and princes, and rulers in Judah ; nor
were the rest of his tribes in any small glory; God having
promised that “thy seed [says he] shall be as the stars of
heaven.”? They were all therefore greatly glorified, not for
their own sake, or for their own works, or for the righteous-
ness that they themselves wrought, but through his will.
And we also, being called by the same will in Christ Jesus,
are not justified by ourselves, neither by our own wisdom, or
knowledge, or piety, or the works which we have done in the
holiness of our hearts: but by that faith by which God Al-

Ja. iv. 6; 1 Pet. v. 3. ? Gen, xxii, 17.
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mighty has justified all men from the beginning : to whom be
glory for ever and ever, Amen,

XXXIII. ‘What shall we do therefore, brethren? Shall we
be slothful in well-doing, and lay aside our charity? God
forbid that any such thing should be done by us! But
ragher let us hasten, with all earnestness and readiness of
mind, to perfect every good work ; for even the Creator and
Lord of all things Himself rejoices in His own works, By
His almighty power He fixed the heavens, and by His incom-
prehensible wisdom He adorned them: He also divided the
earth from the water, with which it is encompassed ; and
fixed it, as a secure tower, upon the foundation of His own
will: He also, by His appointment, commanded all the
living creatures that are upon it to exist : so likewise the sea,
and all the creatures that are in it, having first created them,
He inclosed them therein by His power. And above all, He
with His holy and pure hands formed man—the most ex-
cellent, and, as to his understanding, truly the greatest of all
earthly creatures—the character of His own image. For so
God says, “Let us make man in our image, after our own
likeness : so God created man, male and female created He
them.”' And, having thus finished all these things, He com-
mended all that He had made, and blessed them ; and said,
“Increase and multiply.”? We see how all righteous men
have been adorned with good works; wherefore even the
Lord Himself, having adorned Himself with His works, re-
joiced. Having therefore such an example, let us without
delay fulfil His will, and with all our strength work the work
of righteousness. : :

XXXIV. The good workman with confidence receives the
bread of his labour; but the sluggish and lazy cannot look
him in the face that sets him on work. We must therefore
be ready and forward in well-doing; for from Him are all
things. And thus he foretels us, “Behold, the Lord cometh,
and His reward is with Him, even before His face, to render
to everyone according to his work.”® He warns us thereforg
beforehand with all His heart, to this end, that we shoul
not be slothful or negligent in wel}—:lomg. Let our boasting,
therefore, and our confidence be in God; let us submit ‘I’_‘Il.r"
selves to His will. Let us consider the whole multitude of His

? Gen. i 3 Isai . 10; Ixii. IL,
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angels, how ready they stand to minister unto His will ; as
saith the Scripture, “Thousands of thousands stood before
Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand ministered unto
Him.,”! “And they cried, saying, Holy, holy, holy, is the
Lord of Sabaoth !* The whole earth is full of His glory !”
Wherefore let us also, being conscientiously gathered together
in concord with one another, as it were with one mouth cry
earnestly unto Him, that He would make us partakers of His
great and glorious promises. For He saith, “ Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God has prepared for them that wait
for him,”3

XXXV. How blessed and wonderful, beloved, are the gifts
of God !—life in immortality—brightness in righteousness—
truth in full assurance—faith in confidence—temperance in
holiness! And all this has God subjected to our understand-
ings : what, therefore, shall those things be which He has
prepared for them that wait for Him? The Creator and
Father of spirits, the Most Holy, He only knows both the
greatness and beauty of them. Let us therefore strive with
all earnestness, that we may be found in the number of those
that wait for Him ; that so we may receive the reward which
He has promised. But how, beloved, shall we do this? We
must fix our minds by faith towards God, and seek those
things that are pleasing and acceptable unto Him. We must
act conformably to His holy will, and follow the way of truth,
casting off from us all unrighteousness and iniquity, together
with all covetousness, strife, evil manners, deceit, whispering,
detractions, all hatred of God, pride and boasting, vain-glory
and ambition : for they that do these things are odious to
God ; and not only they that do them, but also “all such as
approve of those that do them.”* For thus saith the Scripture,
“But unto the wicked God said, What hast thou to do to
declare My statutes, or that thou shouldst take My covenant
in thy mouth; seeing Thou hatest instruction, and castest
My words behind thee? When thou sawest a thief, then
thou consentedst with him, and hast been partaker with
adulterers. Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue
frameth deceit. Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother;

1 Dan. vii, 10, 3 Tsa. xi. 3. 8 Isa. Ixiv. 4; 1 Cor. ii. 9.
¢ Rom. i. 32.
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thou slanderest thine own mother’s son. i

thou done, and I kept silence ; thou t?mu'gliggi‘: tt}l:;?g; }::.:;
altogether such a one as thyself : but I will reprove thee, and
set them in order before thine eyes. Now consider this, ye
that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there be n;u};e
to deliver. Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me : and to him
that disposeth his way aright will I show the salvation of God.”!

XXXVI. This is the way, beloved, in which we may ﬁ;nd
our Saviour, even Jesus Christ, the high priest of all our
offerings, the defender and helper of our weakness. By Him
we look up to the highest heavens, and behold as in a glass
His spotless and most excellent visage. By Him are the eyes
of our hearts opened ; by Him our foolish and darkened
understanding rejoiceth to behold His wonderful light. By
Him would God have us to taste the knowledge of immortality,
“who, being the brightness of His glory, is by so much
greater than the angels as He has by inheritance obtained a
more excellent name than they.”2 For so it is written, “ Who
maketh His angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire,”
But to His Son thus saith the Lord, ‘Thou art My Son, to-
day have I begotten Thee.”* “ Ask of Me, and I will give
Thee the heathen for Thine inheritance, and the utmost parts
of the earth for Thy possession.”® And again He saith unto
Him, “Sit Thou on My right hand, until I make Thine
enemies Thy footstool.”® But who are His enemies? Even
the wicked, and such who oppose their own wills to the will
of God.

XXXVII. Let us therefore march on, men and brethren,
with all earnestness in His holy laws. Let us consider those
who fight under our earthly governors; how orderly, how
readily, and with what exact obedience, they perform those
things that are commanded them ! all are not generals, nor
colonels, nor captains, nor inferior officers ; but every one, in
his respective rank, does what is commanded him by the King,
and those who have the authority over him. They who are
great cannot subsist without those that are little ; nor the
little without the great. But there must be a mixture in all
things ; and then there will be use and profit too. Let us, for

1 Psal. 1. 16, &c., according to the Hebrew. 2 Heb. i. 3, 4«
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example, take our body : the head without the feet is nothing,
neither the feet without the head ;! and even the smallest
members of our body are yet both necessary and useful to
the whole body. But all conspire together and are subject
to one common use, namely, the preservation of the whole
body.

XXXVIIL Let therefore our whole body be saved in Jesus
Christ : and let every one be subject to his neighbour, accord-
ing to the order in which he is placed by the gift of God.
Let not the strong man despise the weak ; and let the weak
see that he reverence the strong. Let the rich man distribute
to the necessity of the poor; and let the poor bless God that
he has given unto him by whom his want may be supplied.
Let the wise man shew forth his wisdom, not in words but in
good works. Let him that is humble not bear witness to him-
self, but let him leave it to another to bear witness of him.
Let him that is pure in the flesh not grow proud of it, knowing
that it was from another that he perceived the gift of contin-
ence. Let us consider therefore, brethren, whereof we are
made—who, and what kind of men we came into the world,
as it were out of a sepulchre, and from utter darkness. He
that made us, and formed us, brought us into His own world,
prevented us with His benefits even before we were born.
Wherefore, having received all these things from Him, we
ought, in every thing, to give thanks unto Him; to whom be
glory for ever and ever. Amen.

XXXIX. Foolish and unwise men, who have neither pru-
dence nor learning, may mock and deiide us, being willing to
set up themselves in their own conceits. ‘““But what can a
mortal man do? Or what strength is there in him that is
made out of the dust?” For it is written, “There was no
shape before mine eyes: only I heard a sound and a voice.
For what? Shall man be pure before the Lord? Shall he
be blameless in his works? Behold, He trusteth not in His
servants; and His angels He charged with folly. VYea, the
heaven is not clean in His sight; how much less they that
dwell in houses of clay, of which also we ourselves were made !
He smote them as a moth ; and from morning even unto the
evening they endure not. Because they were not able to help
themselves they perished : He breathed upon them, and they

1 1 Cor, xii. 13.
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died, because they had no wisdom,”—+ 1

any that will answer thee; and to whiialéfn?l:ig ;Lgtglesrew?lt:
thou look? For wrath killeth the foolish man, and en
sla.ye-th him that is in cerror. - I have seen the foolish taking
root ; but lo! their habitation was presently consumed. Their
children were far from safety ; they perished at the gates of
those who were lesser than themselves ; and there was no
man to help them. For what was prepared for them the
righteous did eat; and they shall not be delivered from evil.”

XL. Seeing then these things are manifest unto us, it will
behove us to take care that, looking into the depths of the
divine knowledge, we do all things in order whatsoever our
Lord has commanded us to do; and particularly, that we
perform our offerings and service to God, at their appointed
seasons; for these He has commanded to be done, not
rashly and disorderly, but at certain determinate times and
hours, and therefore He has ordained, by His supreme will
and authority, both where, and by what persons, they are to
be performed—that so, all things being piously done unto all
well-pleasing, they may be acceptable unto Him. They there-
fore who make their offerings at the appointed seasons are
happy and accepted; because that, obeying the command-
ments of the Lord, they are free from sin. “And the same
care must be had of the persons that minister unto Him:”
for the chief priest has his proper services; and to the priests
their proper place is appointed ; and to the Levites appertain
their proper ministers ; and the layman is confined within the
bounds of what is commanded to laymen.

XLI. Let every one of you therefore, brethren, bless God
in his proper station, with a good conscience, and with all
gravity, not exceeding the rule of his service that is appointed
to him. The daily sacrifices are not offered everywhere, nor
the peace-offerings, nor the sacrifices appointed for sins and
transgressions, but only at Jerusalem ; nor in any pla'ce there,
but only at the altar before the temple ; that which is offered
being first diligently examined by the high priest and the other
ministers we before mentioned. They therefore who do any-
thing which is not agreeable to His will are punished with
death. Consider, brethren, that by how much the better
knowledge God has vouchsafed unto us, by so much the
greater danger are we exposed to.

1Jobwv. 1, &c.
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XLII. The apostles have preached to us from our ILord
Jesus Christ; Jesus Christ from God. Christ therefore was
sent by God, the apostles by Christ: so both were orderly
sent, according to the will of God.! For having received their
command, and being thoroughly assured by the resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and convinced by the word of God,
with the fulness of the Holy Spirit, they went abroad, publish-
ing that the kingdom of God was at hand. And thus,
preaching through countries and cities, they appointed the
first fruits of their conversions to be bishops and ministers
over such as should afterwards believe, having first proved
them by the Spirit. Nor was this any new thing, seeing that
long before it was written concerning bishops and deacons.
For thus saith the Scripture in a certain place,? “ I will appoint
their overseers in righteousness, and their ministers in faith.”

XLIII. And what wonder if they, to whom such a work was
committed by God in Christ, established such officers as we
before mentioned, when even that blessed and faithful servant
in all His house, Moses, set down in the Holy Scriptures all
things that were commanded him ?  'Whom also all the rest of
the prophets followed, bearing witness with one consent to
those things that were appointed by him : for he, perceiving an
emulation to arise among the tribes concerning the priesthood,
and that there was a strife about it, which of them should be
adorned with that glorious name, commanded their twelve
captains to bring to him twelve rods ;? every tribe being written
upon its rod, according to its name. And he took them and
bound them together, and sealed them with the seals of the
twelve princes of the tribes ; and laid them up in the taber-
nacle of witness, upon the table of God. And, when he had
shut the door of the tabernacle, he sealed up the keys of it in
like manner as he had done the rods ; and said unto them,
Men and brethren, Whichsoever tribe shall have its rod
blossom, that tribe has God chosen to perform the office of a
priest, and to minister unto Him in holy things. And, when
the morning was come, he called together all Israel, six hun-
dred thousand men, and showed to their princes the seals, and
opened the tabernacle of witness, and brought forth the rods.
And the rod of Aaron was found not only to have blossomed,
but also to have fruit upon it. What think you, beloved ? did

11 Thess. L §. *Isa. Ix. 17. ¥ Numb, xvii.
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not Moses before know what should happen? Yes, verily ;
but, to the end there might be no division nor tumult in
Israel, he digl in this manner, that the name of the true and
only God might be glorified : to Him be honour for ever and
ever. Amen.

XLIV. So likewise our apostles knew, by our Lord Jesus
Christ, that there should contentions arise upon account of
the ministry. And therefore, having a perfect foreknowledge
of this, they appointed persons, as we have before said, and
then gave direction, how, when they should die, other chosen
and approved men should succeed in their ministry. Where-
fore we cannot think that those may justly be thrown out
of their ministry who were either appointed by them, or after-
wards chosen by other eminent men, with the consent of the
whole church, and who with all lowliness and innocency minis-
tered to the flock of Christ, in peace and without self-interest,
and were for a long time commended by all. For it would be
no small sin in us, should we cast off those from their ministry
who holily and without blame, fulfil the duties of it. Blessed
are those priests who, having finished their course before these
times, have obtained a fruitful and perfect dissolution, for they
have no fear lest any one should turn them out of the place
which is now appointed for them. But we see how you
have put out some who lived reputably among you from the
ministry, which by their innocence they had adorned. :

XLV. Ye are contentious, brethren, and zealous for things
that pertain not unto salvation. Look into the Holy Scrip-
tures, which are the true words of the Holy Ghost. Ye know
that there is nothing unjust or counterfeit written in them.
There you shall not find that righteous men were ever cast off
by such as were good themselves. They were persecuted, it
is true, but it was by the wicked and unjust: they were cast
into prison, but they were cast in by those that were unholy :
they were stoned, but it was by transgressors; they were
killed, but by accursed men, and such as had taken up an
unjust envy against them. And all these things they under-
went gloriously. For what shall we say, brethren? Was
Daniel cast into the den! of lions by men fearing God?
Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, were they cast into the f:iery
furnace? by men professing the excellent and glorous

TDah. vi. 16. *Dan, iii. 20,
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worship of the Most High? God forbid! What kind of
persons then were they that did these things? They were
men abominable, full of all wickedness, who were incensed to
so great a degree as to bring those into sufferings who with a
holy and unblameable purpose of mind worshipped God ; not
knowing that the Most High is the protector and defender of
all such as with a pure conscience serve His holy name: to
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. But they who
with a full persuasion have endured these things are made
partakers of glory and honour; and are exalted and lifted
up by God, in their memorial throughout all ages. Amen.

XLVI. Wherefore it will behove us also, brethren, to follow
such examples as these ; for it is written, ““ Hold fast to such
as are holy; for they that do so shall be sanctified.” And
again in another place He saith,! “ With the pure thou shalt be
pure [and with the elect thou shalt be elect], but with the
perverse man thou shalt be perverse.” Let us therefore join
ourselves to the innocent and righteous ; for such are the elect
of God. Wherefore are there strifes, and anger, and divisions,
and schisms, and wars, among us? Have we not all one God
and one Christ?? Is not one Spirit of grace poured out
among us all?® Have we not one calling in Christ? Why
then do we rend and tear in pieces the members of Christ,
and raise seditions against our own body: and are come to
such a height of madness as to forget that we were “ members
one of another?”* Remember the words of our Lord Jesus,
how He said, ‘“ Woe to that man [by whom offences came] !5
It were better for him that he had never been born, than that
he should have offended one of My elect. It were better for
him that a millstone thould be tied about his neck, and he
should be cast into the sea, than that he should offend one of
My little ones.” Your schism has perverted many, has dis-
couraged many ; it has caused diffidence in many, and grief in
us all. And yet your sedition continues still.

XLVIL Take the epistle of the blessed Paul the apostle
into your hands. What was it that he wrote to you at the
first preaching of the gospel among you? Verily he did by
the Spirit admonish you concerning himself, and Cephas,
and Apollos, because that even then ye had begun to fall into

! Psal. xvii. 2. ?Eph. iv. 4. 31 Cor. xii.
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parties and factions among yourselves. Nevertheless your
partiality then led you into a much less sin, forasmuch as ye
placed your affections upon apostles, men of eminent reputa-
tion in the church; and upon another who was greatly tried
and approved of by them. But consider, we pray you, who
were they that have now led you astray, and lessened the re-
putation of that brotherly love that was so eminent among
you? It is a shame, my beloved, yea a very great shame, and
unworthy of your Christian profession, to hear that the most
firm and ancient church of the Corinthians should, by one or
two persons, be led into a sedition against its priests. And
this report is come not only to us, but to those also that differ
from us ; insomuch that the name of the Lord is blasphemed
through your folly, and even ye yourselves are brought into
danger by it.

XLVIIL Let us, therefore, with all haste, put an end to
this sedition; and let us fall down before the Lord, and
beseech Him with tears that He would be favourably recon-
ciled to us, and restore us again to a seemly and holy course
of brotherly love. For this is the gate of righteousness, open-
ing unto life: as it is written, “ Open unto me the gates of
righteousness; I will go in unto them, and will praise the
Lord. This is the gate of the Lord ; the righteous shall enter
into it.”1  Although therefore many gates are opened, yet this
gate of righteousness is that gate in Christ at which blessed
are all they that enter in, and direct their way in holiness and
righteousness, doing all things without disorder. Let a man
be faithful ; let him be powerful in the utterance of knowledge;
let him be wise in making an exact judgment of words; let
him be pure in all his actions; but still by how much the more
he seems to be above others by reason of these things, by so
much the more will it behove him to be humble-minded, and
to seek what is profitable to all men and not his own
advantage. : :

XLIX. He that has the love that is in Christ, let him keep
the commandments of Christ. For who is able_to express the
obligation of the love of God? What man is sufficient to
declare as is fitting the excellency of its beauty? The height
to which charity leads is inexpressible. ~Charity unites us to
God : charity “covers the multitude of sins:”?# charity “en-

5 .
1 Psalm cxviii. 19, 20, 1 Pet. iv. 8.
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dures all things,"! is long-suffering in all things. There is
nothing base and sordid in charity : charity lifts not itself up
above other ; admits of no divisions ; is not seditious, but does
all things in peace and concord. By charity were all the elect
of God made perfect : without it nothing is pleasing and ac-
ceptable in the sight of God. Through charity did the Lord
join us unto Himself; whilst, for the love that He bore to-
wards us, our Lord Jesus Christ gave His own blood for us, by
the will of God—His flesh for our flesh, His soul for our souls.

L. Ye see, beloved, how great and wonderful a thing charity
is, and how that no expressions are sufficient to declare its
perfection. But who is fit to be found in it? Even such
only as God shall vouchsafe to make so. Let us, therefore
pray to Him, and beseech Him that we may be worthy of it:
that so we may live in charity, being unblamable, without
human propensities, without respect of persons. All the ages
of the world, from Adam even unto this day, are passed away ;
but they who have been made perfect in love have, by the
grace of God, obtained a place among the righteous, and shall
be made manifest in the judgment of the kingdom of Christ.
For it is written, “ Enter into thy chambers for a little space,
till My anger and indignation shall pass away: and I will
remember the good day, and will raise you up out of your
graves.” * Happy then shall we be, beloved, if we shall have
fulfilled the commandments of God, in the unity of love : that
so, through love, our sins may be forgiven us. For so it is
written, ““Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and
whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the
Lord imputeth no sin, and in whose mouth there is no guile.” 3
Now this blessing is fulfilled in those who are chosen by God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom be glory for ever
and ever. Amen.

LL Let us, therefore, as many as have transgressed by any
of the suggestions of the adversary, beg God’s forgiveness.
And, as for those who have been the heads of the sedition
and faction among you, let them look to the common end of
our hope. For as many as are endued with fear and charity
would rather they themselves should fall into trials than their
neighbours, and choose to be themselves condemned rather
than that the good and just charity delivered to us should

11 Cor, xiii. 7, &c. 2 Isa. xxvi, 20, 3 Psal. xxxii.
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suffer. For it is seemly for a man to confess wherein he has
transgressed, and not to harden his heart, as the hearts of
those were hardened who raised up sedition against Moses,
the servant of God ; whose punishment was manifest unto all
men, for they went down alive! into the grave, death swallowed
them up. Pharaoh? and his host, and all the rulers of Egypt,
their chariots also, and their horsemen, were for no other
cause drowned in the bottom of the Red Sea, and perished z
but because they hardened their foolish hearts, after so many
signs done in the land of Egypt, by Moses the servant of God.

LIIL. Beloved, God is not indigent of any thing; nor does
He demand any thing of us, but that we should confess our
sins unto Him. For so says the holy David, “I will confess
unto the Lord, and it shall please Him better than a young
bullock that hath horns and hoofs.”® “Let the poor see it
and be glad.” And again he saith, “ Offer unto God the
sacrifice of praise, and pay thy vows unto the Most High.
And call upon Me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver
thee, and thou shalt glorify Me.”4 “The sacrifice of God is
a broken spirit.” 8

LIII. Ye know, beloved, ye know full well, the Holy
Scriptures, and have thoroughly searched into the oracles of
God. Call them, therefore, to your remembrance ; for when
Moses went up into the mount, and tarried there forty days
and forty nights in fasting and humiliation, God said unto
him, “ Arise, Moses,® get thee down quickly from hence ; for
thy people whom thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt
have committed wickedness ; they have soon transgressed the
way that I commanded them, and have made to themselves
graven images. And the Lord said unto him, I have spoken
unto thee several times, saying, I have seen this people,
and behold it is a stiff-necked people; let me there-
fore destroy them, and put out their names from under
heaven: and I will make unto thee a great and a won-
derful nation, that shall be much larger than this. But
Moses said, Not so, Lord : forgive now this people their Slﬁ ;
or, if thou wilt not, blot me also out of the book of_t -‘:1
li\:ing." O admirable charity! O insuperable pell'lfet:tlﬁ_!:n
The servant speaks freely to his Lord: he beseeches hi

i i Ixix, 3I.
1 Numb. xvi. 2 Exod. iv. 3 Psal. 31 ;
4 Ps‘:du: L ’;4. 5 Psal. li. 17. 6 Exod. xxxii.; Deut. ix.
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either to forgive the people, or to destroy him together with
them.

LIV. Who is there among you that is generous? who that
is compassionate? who that has any charity? Let him say,
if this sedition, this contention, and these schisms, be upon
my account, I am ready to depart, to go away whithersoever
ye please, and do whatsoever ye shall command me : only
let the flock of Christ be in peace with the elders that are set
over it. He that shall do this shall get to himself a very
great honour in the Lord; and there is no place but what
will be ready to receive him: for ‘““the earth is the Lord’s,
~and the fulness thereof.”! These things they who have

their conversation towards God, not to be repented of, both
have done and will always be ready to do.

LV. Nay, and even the Gentiles themselves have given us
examples of this kind: for we read how many kings and
princes, in times of pestilence, being warned by their oracles,
have given up themselves unto death, that by their own
blood they might deliver their country from destruction.
Others have forsaken their cities, that so they might put an
end to the seditions of them. We know how many, among
ourselves, have given up themselves unto bonds, that thereby
they might free others from them: others have sold them-
selves into bondage, that they might feed their brethren with
the price of themselves: and even many women, being
strengthened by the grace of God, have done many glorious
and manly things on such occasions. The blessed Judith,2
when her city was besieged, desired the elders that they
would suffer her to go into the camp of their enemies, and
she went out, exposing herself to danger, for the love she
bare to her country and her people that were besieged ; and
the Lord delivered Holofernes into the hands of a woman,
Nor did Esther,® being perfect in faith, expose herself to any
less hazard, for the delivery of the twelve tribes of Israel
in danger of being destroyed ; for by fasting and humbling
herself, she entreated the great Maker of all things, the God
of spirits, so that beholding the humility of her soul, He
delivered the people for whose sake she was in peril.

LVI. Wherefore let us also pray for such as are fallen into
sin: that, being endued with humility and moderation, they

! Psal. xxiv, ? Judith viii, ix. x. xiii, 3 Esther vii, viii,
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may submit, not unto us, but to the will of God. For by
this means they shall obtain a fruitful and perfect remembrance,
with mercy, both in our prayers to God, and in our mention
of _them before His saints. Let us receive correction, at
which no man ought to repine. Beloved, the reproof and the
correction which we exercise towards one another is good,
and exceedingly profitable; for it unites us the more closely
to the will of God. For so says the Holy Scripture, “the
Lord corrected me, but He did not deliver me over unto
death.”! “For whom the Lord loveth, He chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.”? “The righteous,”
saith he, “shall instruct me in mercy, and reprove me ; but
let not oil of sinners make fat my head.”® And again he
saith, “ Happy is the man whom God correcteth ; therefore
despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty. For He
maketh sore and bindeth up; He woundeth and His hands
make whole. He shall deliver thee in six troubles; yea, in
seven there shall no evil touch thee. In famine He shall
redeem thee from death ; and in war from the power of the
sword. Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue;
neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh.
Thou shalt laugh at the wicked and sinners; neither shalt thou
be afraid of the beasts of the earth. The wild beasts shall be
at peace with thee : then shalt thou know that thy house shall
be in peace; and the habitation of thy tabernacle shall not
err. Thou shalt know also that thy seed shall be great, and
thy offspring as the grass of the earth. Thou shalt come to
thy grave as the ripe corn that is taken in due time, like as a
shock of corn cometh in in its season.”* Ye see, beloved, how
there shall be a defence to those that are corrected of the
Lord ; for, being a good instructor, He is willing to admonish
us by His holy discipline. )
LVIL Do ye, therefore, who laid the first foundation of
this sedition, submit yourselves unto your priests ; and be in-
structed unto repentance, bending the knees of your hearts.
Learn to be subject, laying aside all proud and arrogant
boasting of your tongues ; for it is better for you to be found
little, and approved in the sheepfold of Christ, than to seem
to yourselves better than others, and be cast out of His fold.

1 Psal. cxviil. 18. 2 Prov. iii. IL. 3 Psal. cxli. 5.
4 Job v. 17, &e.
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For thus speaks the excellent and all-virtuous Wisdom, “ Be-
hold, I will pour out the word of My spirit upon you ; I will
make known My speech unto you. Because I called, and ye
would not hear,—I stretched out My words, and ye regarded
not ; but ye have set at nought all My counsel, and would none
of my reproof,— I will also laugh at your calamity, and mock
when your fear cometh. When your fear cometh as desola-
tion, and your destruction as a whirlwind, when distress and
anguish cometh upon you, then ye shall call upon Me, but I
will not hear you. The wicked shall seek Me, but they shall
not find Me ; for that they hated knowledge, and did not seek
the fear of the Lord. They would not hearken unto My coun-
sel ; they despised all My reproof: therefore shall they eat of
the fruit of their own ways, and be filled with their own wicked-
ness.” For because they robbed the simple they shall be
slain; and an inquisition shall destroy the ungodly. But
whoso hearkeneth unto Me shall dwell securely, and shall rest
secure from all evil.2

LVIII. Let us therefore be obedient to His most holy and
glorious Name, fleeing from the judgments thus foretold by
the Wisdom 2 upon those who are disobedient, that we may
dwell in safety, putting our trust in the most holy Name o
His Majesty. Receive ye our counsel, and ye shall have none
occasions of sorrow. For as God liveth and the Lord Jesus
Christ liveth, and the Holy Spirit, the Faith and the Hope of
the elect, so shall he who, in lowliness of mind with steadfast
meekness, hath wrought without sorrow the judgments and
statutes which are given by God, even he shall be enrolled
and had in honour among the number of those who are saved
through Jesus Christ, by whom is glory to Him for ever and
ever. Amen.

LIX. But if some should be disobedient unto the things
spoken from Him through us, let them know that they shall
entangle themselves in no small transgression and danger, but
we shall be guiltless of this sin. And we shall pray, earnestly
making petition and supplication, that the Creator of all things
will keep in perfect safety and unbroken the number which is
without number of His elect in all the world, through His be-

Prov. i 12, 33, LXX.

* The name * Wisdom ” was given to the Book of Proverbs, from which
Clement has just been quoting,
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loved Son Jesus Christ, by whom He called us out of darkness
into light, out of ignorance to perfect knowledge of the glory
of His Name,

Grant to us, O Lord, to have hope in Thy Name, which is
the first cause of all creation ; open the eyes of our heart to
the knowledge of Thee, who alone dwellest the Most High
in the highest places, Holy in the holy places, who bringest
down the high looks of the proud, and bringest the counsels
of the heathen to nought, and settest the lowly on high, and
bringest down the proud, who makest rich and makest poor,
who killest and makest alive, who alone art the benefactor of
spirits and God of all flesh, Thou who lookest down into the
depths, who art the Overseer of the works of men, the Succourer
of those in peril, the Saviour of those without hope, the
Creator and Bishop of every spirit, who dost multiply nations
upon earth, and from them all hast chosen out those that love
Thee through Jesus Christ, Thy Beloved Son, by whom Thou
didst instruct, sanctify, honour us. We beseech Thee, Lord,
be Thou our succour and our defender. Save those among
us who are in affliction. Have mercy upon the humble.
Raise up those who are fallen. Manifest Thyself to the needy.
Heal the ungodly. Turn again the wanderers of Thy people.
Feed the hungry. Set at liberty those of us that are bound.
Raise up the weak. Comfort the faint-hearted. Make all the
heathen to know that Thou art God alone, and that Jesus
Christ is Thy Son, and that we are Thy people and the sheep
of Thy pasture.

LX. Thou through Thy works didst make known the ever-
lasting foundation of the world. Thou, O Lord, didst create
the earth, Thou who art faithful throughout all generations,
just in Thy judgments, wonderful in might and magnificence,
Thou that art wise in creation and prudent in establishing the
things that are made, Thou that art good in the things that
are seen and faithful towards those who have trusted in Thee,
merciful and full of compassion; forgive our evil doings and
deeds of unrighteousness, and transgressions and errors.
Reckon not every sin of Thy servants and handmaids, but
cleanse us with the cleansing of Thy truth, and guide Thou
our footsteps to walk in holiness and righteousness and single-
ness of heart, and to do those things that are good and well-
pleasing in Thy sight and in the sight of our rulers. Yea,
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Lord, shew Thy countenance upon us for good in peace, that
we may be sheltered by Thy mighty hand and delivered from
all sin by Thy lifted up arm, and deliver us from those who
hate us unrighteously. Give oneness of mind and peace unto
us and to all those that dwell on the earth, as Thou didst give
to our forefathers who called upon Thee in holiness, in faith
and truth, so that we may be saved as we become obedient to
Thy Almighty and adorable Name.

LXI. Thou, Lord, hast given to our rulers and governors
upon the earth the power of their sovereignty, through Thine
exceeding and unutterable might, that we, knowing the glory
and honour which is given unto them from Thee, may submit
ourselves unto them, in no wise resisting Thy will. Give unto
them, Lord, health, peace, oneness of mind, stability, that they
may order the government which hath been committed to
them of Thee without stumbling. For Thou, O Heavenly
Lord, King of the ages, givest glory to the sons of men,
and honour and power over the things which are upon the
earth. Do Thou, O Lord, direct aright their counsel towards
that which is good and well-pleasing in Thy sight, that order-
ing devoutly in peace and meekness the authority committed
to them by Thee, they may obtain Thy mercy. O Thou Only
Strong to do these things, and things far more exceeding good
among us, we glorify Thee through the High Priest and
Surety of our souls, Jesus Christ, through whom be the glory
and the majesty unto Thee both now, and from generation to
generation, and unto the ages of the ages. Amen.

LXII. Now concerning the things which belong unto our
worship, and the things which are requisite for a virtuous life
to those who desire to direct their wills in piety and righteous-
ness, we have written to you in full, my brethren. For con-
cerning faith and repentance, and true love and temperance,
and sound mind and patience, we have examined each point,
putting you in remembrance how ye ought to please Almighty
God holily in righteousness and truth and long-suffering ;
being of one mind and not mindful of wrong; in love and
peace with steadfast gentleness; even as also our fathers
whose examples are before us, were well-pleasing, being lowly
in mind towards their Father, and God, and Creator, and
towards all men. And we have put you in mind of these
things the more gladly, secing that we knew well that we were
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writing unto men faithful and had in honour, and who have
studied diligently the oracles of the teaching of God.

LXIII. Therefore it is right for us, having been brought to
the knowledge of so great and so many examples, to bow the
neck, and having freely chosen the place of obedience, to join
ourselves unto them who are the leaders of our souls, to the
end that having ceased from this vain dissension, we may
attain unto the mark which lieth before us in truth, keeping
apart from every fault. For ye will afford joy and gladness to
us if being obedient unto the things written by us through the
Holy Ghost, ye cut off the unrighteous passion of your jealousy,
according to the exhortation which we have made for peace
and oneness in mind in this our letter. And we have also
sent men, faithful and prudent, who have had their conversa-
tion unblameably among us from youth unto old age, who
shall also be witnesses between you and us. And this have
we done, that ye may know that there hath been and is in us
every longing that ye may quickly be at peace.

LXIV. Now God, the overseer of all things, the Father of
spirits, and the Lord of all flesh—who hath chosen our Lord
Jesus Christ, and us by Him to be His peculiar people—grant
to every soul of man that calleth upon His glorious and holy
name, faith, fear, peace, long suffering, patience, temperance,
holiness, and sobriety, unto all well-pleasing in His sight;
through our high priest and protector Jesus Christ, by Whom
be glory, and majesty, and power, and honour, unto Him,
now and for evermore. Amen.

LXV. The messengers whom we have sent unto you—
Claudius Ephebus, and Valerius Bito, with Fortunatus--send
back to us again, with all speed, in peace and with joy, that
they may the sooner acquaint us with your peace and concord,
so much prayed for and desired by us, and that we may
rejoice in your good order. _ ;

LXVI. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you, and
with all that are any where called by God through Him, to
whom be honour, and glory, and might, and majesty, and
eternal dominion, by Christ Jesus, from everlasting to ever-
lasting. Amen.
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SECOND EPISTLE OF ST CLEMENT

(SO CALLED).

115 BRE’I‘HREN, we ought so to think of Jesus Christ as

of God—as of the Judge of the living and the dead :
nor should we think any less of our salvation. For if we
think meanly of Him, we shall hope only to receive some
small things from Him. And, if we do so, we shall sin ; not
considering from whence we have been called, and by whom,
and to what place ; and how much Jesus Christ vouchsafed
to suffer for our sakes. What recompense then shall we
render unto Him ? or what fruit that may be worthy of what He
has given to us? For, indeed, how great are those advan-
tages which we owe to Him in relation to our holiness ! He
has illuminated us ; as a father He has called us His children :
He has saved us who were lost and undone. What praise
shall we give to Him, or what reward that may be answerable
to those things which we have received? We were defective
in our understandings; worshipping stones and wood, gold
and silver, and brass, the works of men’s hands ; and our
whole life was nothing else but death. Wherefore, being
encompassed with darkness, and having such a mist before
our eyes, we have looked up, and through His will have laid
aside the cloud wherewith we were surrounded. For He had
compassion upon us, and, being moved in His bowels towards
us, He saved us; having beheld in us much error, and
destruction, and seen that we had no hope of salvation but
only through Him. For He called us who were not, and
was pleased from nothing to give us a being.
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II. “Rejoice, thou barren, that bearest not, break forth
and cry, thou that travailest not ; for she that is desolate hath
many more children than she that hath an husband.”! In
that He said, “ Rejoice, thou barren, that bearest not,” He
spake of us ; for our Church was barren before that children
were given unto it. And again, when He said, ‘“‘cry, thou
that travailest not,” He implied thus much: that, after the
manner of women in travail, we should not cease to put up
our prayers unto God abundantly.? And for what follows,
“because she that is desolate hath more children than she
that hath an husband : " # it was therefore added, because our
people which seemed to have been forsaken by God, now
believing in Him, are become more than they who seemed to
have God. And another Scripture saith, “ I came not to call
the righteous but sinners [to repentance].”¢ The meaning of
which is this, that those who were lost must be saved. For
that is indeed truly great and wonderful, not to confirm those
things that are yet standing, but those which are falling.
Even so did it seem good to Christ to save what was lost ;
and when He came into the world He saved many, and called
us who were already lost.

III. Seeing then He had showed so great mercy towards us,
and chiefly for that we who are alive do now no longer
sacrifice to dead gods, nor pay any worship to them, but have
by Him been brought to the knowledge of the Father of truth;
whereby shall we show that we do indeed know Him, but by
not denying Him by whom we have come to the knowledge
of Him? For even He Himself saith, * Whosoever shall
confess Me before men, him will I confess before My Father.” 8
This therefore is our reward, if we shall confess Him by whom
we have been saved. But wherein must we confess Him?
Namely, in doing those things which He saith, and not dis-
obeying His commandments—by worshipping Him not with
our lips only, but with all our heart, and with all our mind;
for He saith in Isaiah, “This people honoureth Me with their
lips, but their heart is far from Me.” &

IV. Let us then not only call Him Lord ; for that will not
save us. For He saith, “ Not every one that saith unto Me,
1Isa. liv. 1. ?"Awhds. See St James i. 5.
¥ Compare Rom. xii. 8; 2 Cor. viil. 2; ix. 11, 13. 4 Matt. ix. 13.
® Matt. x. 32 % Isa. xxix. 13
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Lord, Lord, shall be saved, but he that doth righteousness.”
Wherefore, brethren, let us confess Him by our works ; by
loving one another ; in not committing adultery, not speaking
evil against each other, not envying one another, but by being
temperate, merciful, good. Let us also have a mutual sense
of one another’s sufferings, and not be covetous of money ;
but let us by our good works confess God, and not by those
that are otherwise. Also, let us not fear men, but rather God.
Wherefore if we should do such wicked things, the Lord hath
said, Though ye should be joined unto Me, even in My very
bosom, and not keep My commandments, I would cast you
off, and say unto you, * Depart from Me; I know not whence
you are, ye workers of iniquity.” 2 :

V. Wherefore, brethren, leaving willingly for conscience’
sake our sojourning in this world, let us do the will of Him
who has called us, and not fear to depart out of this world.
For the Lord saith, “Ye shall be as sheep in the midst of
wolves. Peter answered and said, What if the wolves shall
tear in pieces the sheep? Jesus said unto Peter, Let not the
sheep fear the wolves after death.® And ye also fear not those
that kill you, and after that have no more that they can do
unto you ; but fear Him who, after you are dead, has power
to cast both soul and body into hell-fire.”* For consider,
brethren, that the sojourning of this flesh in the present world
is but little, and of a short continuance; but the promise of
Christ is great and wonderful, even the rest of the kingdom
that is to come, and of eternal life. What then must we do
that we may attain unto it? We must order our conversation
holily and righteously, and look upon all the things of this
world as none of ours, and not desire them. For, if we desire
to possess them, we fall from the way of righteousness.

VI. For thus saith the Lord, “ No servant can serve two
masters.” 8 If, therefore, we shall desire to serve God_angl
Mammon, it will be without profit to us. ‘‘For what will ”1:
profit if one gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ?”
Now this world, and that to come, are two enemies. Tlng
speaketh of adultery and corruption, of covetousness han
deceit ; but that renounceth these things. We cann?t tke:re-
fore be the friends of both ; but we must resolve, by forsa :13

i B . vil. 23; Luke xiii, 2.  ® Matt. x. 1
: E:l:;' :ilil_' :’I '5_ 5 %‘{:;:: xvi. 1‘3;. § Matt. xvi. 26.
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the one, to enjoy the other. And we think it is better to hate
the present things, as little, short-lived, and corruptible ; and
to love those which are to come, which are truly good and
incorruptible. For if we do the will of Christ we shall find
rest ; but if not, nothing shall deliver us from eternal punish-
ment if we shall disobey His commands. For even thus saith
the Scripture in the prophet Ezekiel, “If Noah, Job, and
Daniel should rise up,”? they shall not deliver their children
in captivity. Wherefore, if such righteous men are not able
by their righteousness to deliver their children, how can we
hope to enter into the kingdom of God, except we keep our
baptism holy and undefiled? Or who shall be our advocate,
unless we shall be found to have done what is holy and
just?

VIL. Let us therefore, my brethren, contend with all
earnestness, knowing that our combat is at hand, and that
many go long voyages to encounter for a corruptible reward ;
and yet all are not crowned, but they only that labour much,
and strive gloriously. Let us therefore so contend that we
may all be crowned. Let us run in the straight road the race
that is incorruptible ; and let us in great numbers pass unto
it, and strive that we may receive the crown. But and if we
cannot all be crowned, let us come as near to it as we are able.
Moreover, we must consider that he who contends in a cor-
ruptible combat, if he be found doing any thing that is not fair,
is taken away and scourged, and cast out of the lists. What
think ye then that he shall suffer who does any thing that is
not fitting in the combat of immortality? Thus speaks the
prophet concerning those who keep not their seal: “Their
worm shall not die, and their fire shall not be quenched ; and
they shall be for a spectacle unto all flesh.” 2

VIIL Let us therefore repent whilst we are yet upon the
earth ; for we are as clay in the hand of the artificer. For as
the potter, if he make a vessel, and it be turned amiss in his
hands, or broken, again forms it anew ; but if he have gone so
far as to throw it into the furnace of fire, he can no more bring
any remedy to it,—so we, whilst we are in this world, should
repent, with our whole heart, for whatsoever evil we have done
in the flesh, while we have yet the time of repentance, that we
may be saved by the Lord.  For after we shall have departed

1 Ezek. xiv. 14, 20, 2 Isaiah lxvi. 24.
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out of this world, we shall no longer be able either to confess
our sins, or repent in the other. Wherefore, brethren, let us
doing the will of the Father, and keeping our flesh pure, and
qbserwng the commandments of the Lord, lay hold on eternal
life ; for the Lord saith in the Gospel, “ If ye have not kept
that which was little, who will give you that which is great?
For I say unto you, he that is faithful in that which is least is
faithful also in_rm:lch.”1 This therefore is what He saith:
Keep your bodies pure, and your seal without spot, that ye
may receive eternal life.

~ IX. And let not any one among you say that this very flesh
is not judged, neither raised up. Consider in what were ye
saved : in what did ye look up, if not whilst ye were in this
flesh? We must therefore keep our flesh as the temple of
God. For in like manner as ye were called in the flesh, ye
shall also come to judgment in the flesh. Our one Lord Jesus
Christ, who has saved us, being first a spirit, was made flesh,
and so called us. Even so we also shall in this flesh receive
the reward. Let us therefore love one another, that we may
attain unto the kingdom of God. Whilst we have time to be
healed, let us deliver up ourselves to God our physician,
giving our reward unto Him. And what reward shall we
give? Repentance out of a pure heart; for He knows all
things beforehand, and searches out our very hearts. Let us
therefore give praise unto Him, not only with our mouths,
but with all our souls ; that He * may receive us as children.
For so the Lord hath said, “ They are My brethren who do
the will of My Father.”

X. Wherefore, my brethren, let us do the will of the Father,
who hath called us, that we may live. Let us pursue virtue,
and forsake wickedness, which leadeth us into sins ; and let
us flee all ungodliness, that evils overtake us not. For if we
shall do our diligence to live well, peace shall follow us. And
yet how hard is it to find a man that does this | For almost all
are led by human fears, choosing rather the present enjoy-
ments than the future promise. For they know not how great
a torment the present enjoyments bring with them, nor what
delights the future promise. And if they themselves only did
this, it might the more easily be endured ; but now they go on
to infect innocent souls with their evil doctrines, not knowing

1 Luke xvi. 20. 2 Matt, xii. §.
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that both themselves and those that hear them shall receive a
double condemnation.

XI. Let us therefore serve God with a pure heart, and we
shall be righteous : but if we shall not serve Him, because we
do not believe the promise of God, we shall be miserable.
For thus saith the prophet: “Miserable are the double-
minded, who doubt in their heart, and say, These things we
have heard, even in the time of our fathers, but we have seen
none of them, though we have expected them from day to day.
O ye fools! compare yourselves to a tree ; take the vine for
an example ; first it sheds its leaves, then it buds, then come
the sour grapes, then the ripe fruit. Even so My people has
borne its disorders and afflictions, but shall hereafter receive
good things.” Wherefore, my brethren, let us not doubt in
our minds, but let us expect with hope, that we may receive
our reward ; for He is faithful, who has promised that He will
render to every one a reward according to his works. If there-
fore we shall do what is just in the sight of God, we shall enter
into His kingdom, and shall receive the promises ‘“ which
neither eye hath seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into
the heart of man.”1

XII. Wherefore let us every hour expect the kingdom of
God in love and righteousness ; because we know not the day
of God’s appearing. [For the Lord Himself being asked by
one, When His Kingdom should come, said, “ When the two
shall be one, and that which is without as that which is within,
and the male with the female, neither male nor female.”

Now the 7o are one when we speak truth to one another,
and there is, without hypocrisy, one soul in two bodies. And
by the outward as the inward, He meaneth this ;—namely, He
calleth the soul the inward, and the body He calleth the out-
ward. In like manner, therefore, as thy body appeareth, so
let thy soul be manifest in its good works. And the male with
the female, neither male nor female, this meaneth that a brother
beholding a sister shall in nowise think of her as a female, nor
shall she think of him as a male.2 As ye do these things,
saith He, the Kingdom of My Father shall come.

XIIL Therefore, even now, brethren, let us repent. Let
us recover ourselves unto that which is good, for we are full
of much madness and evil, Let us wipe away from us our

11 Cor. ii. g. * Evident ref. to Matt. xxii. 30; cf. Gal. iii. 28,
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former sins, and repent with all our hearts, and be saved.
And let us not be menpleasers, nor desirous only to please
one another, but those men also who are without, by our
righteous dealing, that the name of the Lord be not through
us blasphemed. For the Lord saith, Through you My Name
is continually blasphemed among the Gentiles;”1 and again,
“ Woe unto him through whom My Name is blasphemed.”
Wherein is it blasphemed? In that ye do not the things
which I will. For the Gentiles, hearing from our mouth the
oracles of God, marvel at them for their beauty and greatness,
and then, coming to the knowledge of our works that they are
not worthy of the words which we speak, they are inwardly
turned to blasphemy, saying that what we tell is a fable and a
deceit. For when they hear from us that God saith, “ What
thanks have ye if ye love them that love you? But there is
thanks to you if ye love your enemies and them which hate
you,” when they hear these things they marvel at the exceed-
ing goodness of them, but when they see that we not only love
not them that hate us, but not even them that love us, then
they laugh us to scorn, and His Name is blasphemed.

XIV. So then, brethren, doing the will of God our Father,
we shall be of the Church which was from the beginning, that
spiritual Church which was begotten before the sun and moon;
but if we donot the will of the Lord, we shall be of that which the
Scripture describeth, “My house is become a den of robbers.” 2
So then, let us make choice to be of the Church of Life, that
we may be saved. But 1 do not think that ye are ignorant
that the living Church is the body of Christ. For the Scrip-
ture saith, God made them male and female.® The male is
Christ, the female is the Church. And ye know that the
Prophets and the Apostles teach that the Church is not of
this present world, but from above. For she was spiritual,
even as our Lord Jesus, but He was manifested in the last
days that He might save us. And the Church being spiritual
was manifested in the flesh of Christ, showing unto us that if
any one of us shall guard her in his flesh and defile her not,
he shall receive her again in the Holy Spirit; for the flesh
itself is an antitype of the spirit ; no man, therefore, who hath
defiled the antitype shall partake of the reality. This, there-
fore, is what He meaneth, my brethren, guard the flesh that

1Is. lii. 5. [LXX.] ? Jex. vii. 11, ! Gen, i, 27.



202 The Second Epistle of Clement of Rome, so called.

ye may become partakers of the spirit. But if we say that the
flesh is the Church and the spirit is Christ, then verily he
who hath dishonoured the flesh hath dishonoured the Church ;
such an one, therefore, shall not be a partaker of the spirit, which
is Christ. Of so great life and incorruption is this flesh able
to partake, when the Holy Spirit is joined unto it. Neither
can any man utter or declare the things which God hath
prepared for His elect. :

XV. I do not think that I have given a small counsel con-
cerning temperance,! which whoso followeth shall not repent
thereof, but shall save both himself and me his counsellor.
For the reward is not small which consisteth in converting a
wandering and lost soul, that it may be saved. For this is
the reward that we are able to pay back unto the God who
created us, if he who speaketh and heareth both speak and
hear with faith and love. Let us therefore abide in the things
which we believed, just and holy, that with boldness we may
ask of God who saith, “ Whilst thou art yet speaking, I will
say, Behold, here I am.” 2 For this word is the sign of a great
promise, for the Lord declareth Himself more ready to give
than we to pray. Being partakers, therefore, of so great
benefit, let us not grudge ourselves in the obtaining of so
many good things. For so great pleasure as these words have
unto those who obey them, so great condemnation have they
to them who obey not.

XVI. So then, beloved, having received no small oppor-
tunity unto repentance, let us redeem the time, and turn unto
God who hath called us, while we yet have One who receiveth
us. For if we bid farewell to these luxurious ways, and con-
quer our soul by not yielding to its evil lusts, we shall become
partakers of the mercy of Jesus. For ye know that there
cometh even now the day of judgment which shall burn as an
oven, and all the earth shall be as lead melting in the fire, and
then shall be made manifest both the hidden and open works
of men. Beautiful, therefore, is almsgiving, even as repent-
ance from sin. Better is Fasting than Prayer, but Almsgiving
is better than both.® Zove covereth a multitude of sins. But

! Le self-control ; Greek, eyrpareia. ? Is. lviii. 9.

#Bishop Lightfoot supposes the text here to be corrupt. The Bishop
also points out that there is an evident reference to Tobit xii. 8,9. If the
lext is correct we may assume that the meaning is that practical Chris-

tianity is better than mere feeling and sentiment, that Faith can only
become effectual through works.




The Second Epistle of Clement of Rome, so called. 203

prayer out of a good conscience delivereth from death. Blessed
1s every one that in these things is found full, for almsgiving
removeth the burden of sin.

XVII. Let us, therefore, repent with all our heart, lest any
man perish through heedlessness. For if we have command-
ments, that we should even make it our duty to turn men away
from idols and teach them, how much the more ought not a
soul that already knoweth God to be lost. Let us, therefore,
assist one another, and strive to lead those that are weak to
that which is good, that we one and all may be saved ; and let
us convert and admonish one another. And not only now let us
resolve to give heed and believe, when we are being admonished
by the elders, but also when we have gone back to our homes,
let us remember the commandments of the Lord, and not be
dragged away by worldly lusts, but coming hither very often
let us endeavour to make progress in the commandments of
the Lord, that all thinking the same thing we may be gathered
together unto life. For the Lord said, 7 come to gather to-
gether all the nations, tribes, and fongues) and this He saith
of the day of His appearing, when He shall come and ransom
us, each man according to his works. And the unbelievers
shall see His glory and His might, and shall be astonished
when they behold the kingdom of this world given into the
hand of Jesus, and shall say, Woe unto us, for Thou art He,
and we knew not nor believed, and we obeyed not the elders
as they showed unto us the way of our salvation. And Ztkeir
worm shall not die, and their fire shall not be quenched, and
they shall le for an abhorring to all flesh? He calleth that
the day of judgment, when men shall behold those who lived
impiously amongst us, and who dealt falsely with the com-
mandments of Jesus Christ. But the just, who have wrought
righteousness and have sustained torments and have hated the
luxurious pleasures of the soul, when they shall behold them
that have gone astray and have denied Jesus by their words or
by their deeds, how they are plagued with sore to'rmEI'lII‘:; in
fire unquenchable, shall give glory to their God, saying, : ;rte
shall be hope for him who hath served God with all his he s

XVIIL. And let us therefore be of the number of those \:bo
give thanks, who have become servants to God, .'a.ndl}a-:tll us n!?eine
of those who are judged unbelievers. For I myse; Sf,m tag_
an exceeding great sinner and not yet escaped from temp

1 Is. lxvi. 18, ¢ Is. lxvi, 24,
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tions, but being yet in the midst of the wiles of the Devil, do
use all diligence to follow after righteousness, that I may pre-
vail at least to draw near unto it, fearing the judgment to come.

XIX. So then, my brethren and sisters, now that ye have
heard the words of the God of truth,' I read unto you an
exhortation that ye may give heed unto the things that have
been written, that ye may both save yourselves and him who
readeth among you. For I ask of you a reward, even that ye
repent with all your hearts, giving salvation and life unto your-
selves. For in doing this we shall set up a mark before all the
young who desire to labour lovingly for piety and for the
goodness of God. And let us not take it hard and be dis-
contented as foolish ones, when any one admonisheth us and
turneth us away from unrighteousness to righteousness. For
sometimes as we are practising evil deeds, we know it not be-
cause of the doublemindedness and unbelief which dwelleth in
our breasts, and our understanding is darkened by our vain lusts,
Let us therefore practise righteousness that we may be saved
until the end. Blessed are they who obey these ordinances.
Though for a short season they suffer affliction in the world,
they shall gather in the immortal fruit of the Resurrection.
Let not therefore the godly man be grieved if he suffer hard-
ship in these present times ; a blessed time awaiteth him ; he
will live again with the fathers above ; he shall be full of joy
in the world that hath no sorrow.]

XX. Nevertheless, by no means let this trouble your urder-
standing, that we see the unjust grow rich, and the servants of
God straitened. Let us believe, therefore, my brothers and
sisters ; we are striving in the cause of a living God, and are
exercised by the life that now is that we may be crowned in
that which is to come. No man among the just ones re-
ceived his fruit quickly, but waiteth for it; for if God gave
the reward of the just ones speedily, immediately we should be
practising for merchandise, and not for the service of God ; for
we should be seeming to be righteous whilst we pursued not
God’s service but lucre. And for this cause, divine judgment
arresteth a spirit that is not just, and loadeth it with chains.

To the only God invisible, Father of truth, who sent forth
to us the Saviour and Prince of incorruption, by Whom also
He made known to us the truth and the heavenly life, to Him
be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

! The sermon used to follow the reading of Holy Scripture.
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THE SHEPHERD OF HERMAS.

HERE was a Hermas at Rome to whom St Paul sent
greeting (Rom. xvi. 14). It is uncertain whether he
was the writer of the book before us. Origen, Tertullian,
Irenzus, Eusebius, say, or imply that he was. Others say
that the author was one Hermes of the following century,
brother to Pope Pius I. Archbishop Wake thinks it was the
former. The book was read in the worship of the congrega-
tion in the days of Irenzus; and Clement of Alexandria quotes
it with respect, But its canonicity as Scripture in the same
sense that the writings of the New Testament are Scripture
seems never to have been held current. St Athanasius treats
it as the Church of England treats the Apocrypha, calling it
serviceable for catechetical instruction, but not canonical.
The great Sinaitic MS. of the New Testament (* Codex N.”)
contains it and the Epistle of Barnabas as an Appendix.
Tertullian, in one of his writings, speaks of it respectfully, but
in a work, written some years later, treats it with contempt.
Internal evidence tells us very little about the author. He
is a mystic, and his book has been called ‘“the ZPilgrin’s
Progress of Ante-Nicene Times” (Smith’s Dictionary of the
Bible). But there is this difference, that the Visions of Her-
mas do not form one continuous allegory ; they are more like
the separate visions shewn to Christian in the House of the
Interpreter. They are curious no doubt, but the book is not
one which is likely to attract strongly the reader in search of
spiritual food, nor does it throw much light on the Church
doctrine and practice of its time.
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THE
FIRST BOOK OF HERMAN
WHICH IS CALLED HIS VISIONS.

Vision I.

Against filthy and proud thoughts: also the neglect of Hermas
in chastising his children.

I H E who had bred me up, sold a certain young maid at

Rome; whom, when I saw many years after, I re-
membered her, and began to love her as a sister. It hap-
pened some time afterwards, that I saw her washing in the
river Tiber; and I reached out my hand unto her, and
brought her out of the river. And when I saw her, I thought
with myself saying, how happy should I be if I had such a
wife, both for beauty and manners. This I thought with
myself ; nor did I think any thing more. But not long after,
as I was walking and musing on these thoughts, I began to
honour this creature of God, thinking with myself how noble
and beautiful she was. And when I had walked a little, I
fell asleep. And the Spirit caught me away, and carried me
through a certain place towards the right hand, through which
no man could pass. It was a place among rocks, very steep,
and unpassable for water. When I was past this place, I
came into a plain ; and there falling down upon my knees, I
began to pray unto the Lord, and to confess my sins. And as
I was praying, the heaven was opened, and I saw the woman
which I had coveted, saluting me from heaven, and saying,
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“Hermas, hail!” And I, looking upon her, answered, “Lady,
what dost thou do here?” She answered me, ‘I am taken
up hither to accuse thee of sin before the Lord.” *“Lady,”
said I, “wilt thou convince me?” “No,” said she; “but
hear the words which I am about to speak unto thee. God,
who dwelleth in heaven, and hath made all things out of
nothing, and hath multiplied them for His holy church’s sake,
is angry with thee, because thou hast sinned against me.”
And I answering, said unto her, “Lady, if I have sinned
against thee, tell me where, or in what place, or when did I
ever speak an unseemly or dishonest word unto thee? Have
I not always esteemed thee as a lady? Have I not always
reverenced thee as a sister? Why, then, dost thou imagine
these wicked things against me? ’ Then she, smiling upon
me, said, “The desire of naughtiness has risen up in thy
heart. Does it not seem to thee to be an ill thing for a
righteous man to have an evil desire rise up in his heart? It
is indeed a sin, and that a very great one, to such a one; for
a righteous man thinketh that which is righteous: and whilst
he does so, and walketh uprightly, he shall have the Lord in
heaven favourable unto him in all his business. But as for
those who think wickedly in their hearts, they take to them-
selves death and captivity : and especially those who love this
present world, and glory in their riches, and regard not the
good things that are to come ; their souls wander up and down,
and know not where to fix. Now this is the case of such as
are double-minded, who trust not in the Lord, and despise
and neglect their own life. But do thou pray unto the Lord,
and He will heal thy sins, and the sins of thy whole house,
and of all His saints.”

II. As soon as she had spoken these words, the heavens
were shut, and I remained utterly swallowed up with sadness
and fear ; and said within myself, If this be laid against me
for sin, how can I be saved? or how shall I ever be able to
entreat the Lord for my many and great sins? with what
words shall I beseech Him to be merciful unto me? AsI
was thinking over these things, and meditating in myself upon
them, behold a chair was set over against me of the whitest
wool, as bright as snow. And there came an old woman in a
bright garment, having a book in her hand, and sat alone, and
saluted me, saying, “ Hermas, hail!” And I being full of
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sorrow, and weeping, answered, ““ Hail, lady !” And she said
unto me, ‘‘ Why art thou sad, Hermas, who were wont to be
patient and modest, and always cheerful?” I answered and
said to her, “ Lady, a reproach has been laid to my charge by
an excellent woman, who tells me that I have sinned against
her.” She replied, “ Far be any such thing from the servant
of God. But it may be, the desire of her has risen up in thy
heart; for indeed such a thought maketh the servants of God
guilty of sin; nor ought such a detestable thought to be in
the servant of God ; nor should he who is approved by the
Spirit desire that which is evil ; but especially Hermas, who
contains himself from all wicked lusts, and is full of all
simplicity, and of great innocence.

III. “Nevertheless the Lord is not so much angry with
thee for thine own sake, as upon the account of thy house,
which has committed wickedness against the Lord, and
against their parents. And for that, out of thy fondness
towards thy sons, thou hast not admonished thy house, but
hast permitted them to live wickedly : for this cause the Lord
is angry with thee ; but He will heal all the evils that are done
in thy house. For through their sins and iniquities, thou art
wholly consumed in secular affairs. But now the mercy of
God hath taken compassion upon thee, and upon thine house,
and hath greatly comforted thee. Only as for thee, do not
wander ; but be of an even mind, and comfort thy house. As
the workman bringeth forth his work, offers it to whomsoever
he pleases, so shalt thou, by teaching every day what is just,
cut off a great sin. Wherefore cease not to admonish thy
sons ; for the Lord knows that they will repent with all their
heart, and they shall be written in the book of life.” And
when she had said this, she added unto me, “ Wilt thou hear
me read?” I answered, * Lady, I will.” ¢ Hear, then,” said
she ; and opening the book, she read gloriously, greatly, and
wonderfully, such things as I could not keep in my memory ;
for they were terrible words, such as no man could bear.
Howbeit, I committed her last words to my remembrance;
for they were but few, and of great use to us. “ Behold the
mighty Lord, who by His invisible power, and with His excel-
lent wisdom, made the world, and by His glorious counsel
beautified His creature, and with the word of His strength
fixed the heaven, and founded the earth upon the waters, and
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by His mighty power established His holy church, which He
hath blessed : behold, He will remove the heavens, and the
mountains, the hills, and the seas; and all things shall be
made plain for His elect; that He may render unto them the
promise which He has promised, with much honour and joy ;
if so be that they shall keep the commandments of God, which
they have received with great faith.”

1V. And when she had made an end of reading, she rose
out of the chair; and, behold, four young men came, and
carried the chair to the east. And she called me unto her,
and touched my breast, and said unto me, “Did my reading
please thee?” I answered, “Lady, these last things please
me, but what went before was severe and hard.” She said
unto me, “These last things are for the righteous, but the
foregoing for the revolters and heathen.” And as she was
talking with me, two men appeared, and took her up on their
shoulders, and went to the east, where the chair was. And
she went cheerfully away; and as she was going, said unto
me, “ Hermas, be of good cheer.”

Vision II.

Again, of his neglect in correcting his talkative wife ; and of
his lewd sons.

I. As I was on the way to Cume, about the same time that
I went the year before, I began to call to mind the vision I
formerly had. And again the Spirit carried me away, and
brought me into the same place in which I had been the year
before. And when I was come into the place, I fell down
upon my knees, and began to pray unto the Lord, and to
glorify His name, that He had esteemed me worthy, and had
manifested unto me my former sins. And when I arose from
prayer, behold I saw over against me the old woman whom I
had seen the last year, walking and reading in a certain book.
And she said unto me, “ Canst thou tell these things to the
elect of God?” I answered, and said unto her, “ Lady, I
cannot retain so many things in my memory ; but give me the
book, and I will write them down.” “Take it,” says she,
“and see that thou restore it again to me.” As soon as I
had received it, I went aside into a certain place of the field,
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and transcribed every letter, for I found no syllables. And
as soon as I had finished what was written in the book, the
book was suddenly caught out of my hands, but by whom I
saw not.

IL. After fifteen days, when I had fasted, and entreated the
Lord with all earnestness, the knowledge of the writing was
revealed unto me. Now the writing was this: Thy seed, O
Hermas | have sinned against the Lord, and have betrayed
their parents, through their great wickedness; and they have
been called the betrayers of their parents, and have gone on
in their treachery. And now have they added lewdness to
their other sins, and the pollutions of naughtiness ; thus have
they filled up the measure of their iniquities. But do thou
upbraid thy sons with all these words; and thy wife, which
shall be thy sister; and let her learn to refrain her tongue,
with which she calumniates ; for when she shall hear these
things, she will refrain herself, and shall obtain mercy. And
they also shall be instructed, when thou shalt have reproached
them with these words, which the Lord has commanded to be
revealed unto thee. Then shall their sins be forgiven which
they have heretofore committed, and the sins of all the saints
who have sinned even unto this day, if they shall repent with
all their hearts, and remove all doubts out of their hearts.
For the Lord hath sworn by His glory concerning His elect ;
having determined this very time, that if any one shall even
now sin, he shall not be saved. For the repentance of the
righteous has its end ; the days of repentance are fulfilled to
all the saints, but to the heathen there is repentance even unto
the last day. Thou shalt, therefore, say to those who are over
the Church, that they order their ways in righteousness, that
they may fully receive the promise with much glory. Stand
fast, therefore, ye that work righteousness ; and continue to do
it, that your departure may be with the holy angels. Happy
are ye, as many as shall endure the great trial that is at hand,
and whosoever shall not deny his life. For the Lord hath
sworn by His Son, that whoso denieth His Son, and Him,
being afraid of his life, He will also deny him in the world
that is to come. But those who shall never deny Him, He
will, of His exceeding great mercy, be favourable unto them.

1II. But thou, O Hermas! remember not the evils which
thy sons have done, neither neglect thy sister, but take care
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that they amend of their former sins. For they will be in-
structed by this doctrine, if thou shalt not be mindful of what
they have done wickedly. For the remembrance of evils
worketh death ; but the forgetting of them life eternal. But
thou, O Hermas! hast undergone a great many worldly
troubles for the offences of thy house; because thou hast
neglected them, as things that did not belong unto thee,
and thou art wholly taken up with thy great business. Never-
theless, for this cause shalt thou be saved, that thou hast not
departed from the living God : and thy simplicity and singular
continency shall preserve thee, if thou shalt continue in them.
Vea, they shall save all such as do such things, and walk in
innocence and simplicity. They who are of this kind shall
prevail against all impiety, and continue unto life eternal
Happy are all they that do righteousness ; they shall not be
consumed for ever. But thou wilt say, Behold, there is a great
trial coming. If it seems good to thee, deny him again.
The Lord is nigh to them that turn to Him ; as it is written
in the books of Heldam and Modal, who prophesied to the
people of Israel in the wilderness.

IV. Moreover, brethren, it was revealed to me, as I was
sleeping, by a very goodly young man, saying unto me,
“What thinkest thou of that old woman from whom thou
receivedst the book? Who is she?” 1 answered, “ A sybil.”
“Thou art mistaken,” said he, “ she isnot.” I replied, “ Who
is she then, Sir?” He answered me, “It is the Church of
God.” And I said unto him, Why then does she appear
old?” “She is therefore,” said he, “an old woman, because
she was the first of all the creation, and the world was made
for her.” After this I saw a vision at home in my own house ;
and the old woman whom I had seen before, came to me, and
asked me, “Whether I had yet delivered her book to the
elders of the Church?” And I answered “that I had not
yet” “Thou hast well done ; for I have certain words more to
tell thee. But when I shall have finished all the words, they
shall be clearly understood by the elect. And thou shalt
write two books; and send one to Clement and one to
Grapté. For Clement shall send it to the foreign cities, be-
cause it is permitted him so to do ; but Grapté shall admonish
the widows and orphans. But thou shalt read in this city
with the elders of the Church,”
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Vision III.

Of the building of the Church triumphant ; and of the several
sorts of reprobates.

I. The vision which I saw, brethren, was this. When I had
often fasted, and prayed unto the Lord that He would mani-
fest unto me the revelation which He had promised by the old
woman to show unto me, the same night she appeared unto
me, and said unto me, ‘* Because thou dost thus afflict thyself,
and art so desirous to know all things, come into the field,
where thou wilt ; and about the sixth hour I will appear unto
thee, and show thee what thou must see.” I asked her, say-
ing, “Lady, into what part of the field?” She answered,
“ Wherever thou wilt; only choose a good and a private
place.” And before I began to speak, and to tell her the
place, she said unto me, “I will come where thou wilt.” I
was therefore, brethren, in the field, and I observed the hours,
and came into the place where I had appointed her to come.
And I beheld a bench placed ; it was a linen pillow, and over
it spread a covering of fine linen. When I saw these things
ordered in this manner, and that there was nobody in the
place, I began to be astonished, and my hair stood on end,
and a kind of horror seized me, for I was alone. But being
come to myself, and calling to mind the glory of God, and
taking courage, I fell down upon my knees, and began again
to confess my sins as before. And whilst I was doing this, the
old woman came thither with the six young men whom I had
seen before, and stood behind me, as I was praying, and heard
me praying and confessing my sins unto the Lord. And
touching me, she said, Leave off now to pray only for thy
sins ; pray also for righteousness, that thou mayest receive a
part of her into thy house.” And she lifted me up from the
place, and took me by the hand, and brought me to the seat,
and said to the young men, “Go, and build.” As soon as
they were departed, and we were alone, she said unto me,
“Sit here.” I answered her, “Lady, let those who are elder
sit first.” She replied, “ Sit down as I bid you.” And when
I would have sat on the right side, she suﬂ'ered'me not, but
made a sign to me with her hand that I should sit on the left.
As I was therefore musing and full of sorrow, that she would



218 The Shepherd of Hermas.

not suffer me to sit on the right side, she said unto me,
“ Hermas, why art thou sad? The place which is on the
right hand, is theirs who have already attained unto God, and
have suffered for His name’s sake. But there is yet a great
deal remaining unto thee, before thou canst sit with them.
But continue, as thou dost, in thy sincerity, and thou shalt sit
with them ; as all others shall, that do their works, and shall
bear what they have borne.”

IL I said unto her, “Lady, I would know what it is that
they have suffered?” * Hear then,” said she, “ Wild beasts,
scourgings, imprisonments, and crosses, for His name’s sake.
For this cause, the right hand of holiness belongs to them, and
to all others, as many as shall suffer for the name of God ; but
the left belongs to the rest. Howbeit, the gifts and the pro-
mises belong to both, to them on the right, and to those on
the left hand ; only that sitting on the right hand, they have
some glory above the others. But thou art desirous to sit on
the right hand with them ; and yet thy defects are many. But
thou shalt be purged from thy defect ; as also all who doubt
not shall be cleansed from all the sins which they have com-
mitted unto this day.” And when she had said this, she
would have departed ; wherefore falling down before her feet,
I began to entreat her, for the Lord’s sake, that she would
show the vision which she had promised. Then she again
took me by the hand, and lifted me up, and made me sit upon
the seat on the left side ; and holding up a certain bright
wand, said unto me, “Seest thou that great thing?” I
replied, “Lady, I see nothing.” She answered, “ Dost thou
not see over against thee a great tower, which is built upon
the water, with bright square stones? For the tower was
built upon a square by those six young men who came with
her. But many thousands of other men brought stone : some
drew them out of the deep : others carried them from the
ground, and gave them to the six young men : and they took
them, and built. As for those stones which were drawn out
of the deep, they put them all into the building ; for they
were polished, and their squares exactly answered one another;
and so one was joined in such wise to the other, that there
Was no space to be seen where they joined; insomuch that
the whole tower appeared to be built as it were of one stone.
But as for the other stones that were taken off from the
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ground, some of them they rejected, others they fitted into
the building. As for those which were rejected, some they
cut out, and cast them at a distance from the tower; but
many others of them lay round about the tower, which they
made no use of in the building ; for some of these were rough,
others had clefts in them, others were white and round, and
not proper for the building of the tower. But I saw the other
stones cast afar off from the tower, and falling into the high-
way, and yet not continuing in the way, but were rolled from
the way into a desert place. Others I saw falling into the
fire, and burning ; others fell near the water, yet could not
roll themselves into it, though very desirous to fall into the
water,

III. And when she had showed me these things, she would
have departed. But I said unto her, *“ Lady, what does it
profit me to see these things, and not understand what they
mean?” She answered and said unto me, “ You are very
cunning, in that you are desirous to know those things which
relate to the tower.” “Yea,” said I, “lady, that I may
declare them unto the brethren; and they may rejoice, and
hearing these things, may glorify God with great glory.” Then
she said, “ Many indeed shall hear them; and when they
shall have heard them, some shall rejoice, and others weep.
And yet even these, if they shall repent, shall rejoice too.
Hear, therefore, what I shall say concerning the parable of
the tower ; and after this, be no longer importunate with me
about the revelation. For these revelations have an end,
seeing they are fulfilled ; but thou dost not leave off to desire
revelations, for thou art very urgent. As for the tower which
thou seest built, it is I myself, namely, the Church, which has
appeared to thee both now and heretofore ; wherefore ask
what thou wilt concerning the tower, and I will reveal it unto
thee, that thou mayest rejoice with the saints. I said unto
her, “ Lady, because thou hast thought me once worthy to
receive from thee the revelation of all these things, declare
them unto me.” She answered me, “ Whatsoever is fit to be
revealed unto thee, shall be revealed ; only let thy heart be
with the Lord, and doubt not, whatsoever thou shalt see.” £
asked her, “Lady, why is the tower built upon the water?
She replied, “I said before to thee that thou wert very wise, to
inquire diligently concerning the building, therefore thou shalt
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find the truth, Hear, therefore, why the tower is built upon
the water :—because your life is and shall be saved by water :
for it is founded by the word of the Almighty and Honour-
able Name, and is supported by the invisible power and virtue
of God.”

IV. And I answering said unto her, “ These things are very
admirable ; but, lady, who are those six young men that
build?” “They are,” said she, “the angels of God, which
were first appointed, and to whom the Lord has delivered all
His creatures to frame and build them up, and to rule over
them ; for by these the building of the tower shall be finished.”
“And who are the rest, who bring them stones?” They
also are the holy angels of the Lord ; but the other are more
excellent than these. Wherefore, when the whole building of
the tower shall be finished, they shall all feast together beside
the tower, and shall glorify God, because the structure of the
tower is finished.” I asked her, saying, “I would know the
condition of the stones, and the meaning of them, what it is ?”
She answering said unto me, *“ Art thou better than all others,
that this should be revealed unto thee? for others are both
before thee, and better than thou art, to whom these visions
should be made manifest ; nevertheless, that the name of God
may be glorified, it has been, and shall be revealed unto thee,
for the sake of those who are doubtful, and think in their
hearts whether these things are so or not. Tell them that all
these things are true ; and that there is nothing in them that
is not true ; but all are firm, and truly established.

V. “Hear now then concerning the stones that are in the
building. The square and white stones, which agree exactly
in their joints, are the apostles, and bishops, and doctors, and
ministers, who through the mercy of God have come in, and
governed, and taught, and ministered holily and modestly to
the elect of God, both that are fallen asleep and which yet
remain ; and have always agreed with them, and have had
peace within themselves, and have heard each other. For
which cause their joints exactly meet together in the building
of the tower. They which are drawn out of the deep and put
into the building, and whose joints agree with the other stones
which are already built, are those which are already fallen
asleep, and have suffered for the sake of the Lord’s name,”
“And what are the other stones, lady, that are brought from the
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earth? I would know what they are.” She answered, “They
which lie upon the ground, and are not polished, are those
which God has approved, because they have walked in the law
of the Lord, and directed their ways in His commandments,
They which are brought and put in the building of the tower,
are the young in faith, and the faithful : and these are ad-
monished by the angels to do well, because that iniquity is not
found in them.” “But who are those whom they rejected,
and laid beside the tower?” “They are such as have sinned,
and are willing to repent ; for which cause they are not cast
far from the tower, because they will be useful for the building
if they shall repent. They, therefore, that are yet to repent, if
they shall repent, shall become strong in the faith ; that is, if
they repent now, whilst the tower is building. For if the
building shall be finished, there will then be no place for them
to be put in, but they shall be rejected: for he, only, has this
privilege who shall now be put into the tower.

VI. “ But would you know who they are that were cut out,
and cast afar off from the tower?” ‘ Lady,” said I, “I desire
it.” “They are the children of iniquity, who believed only in
hypocrisy, but departed not from their evil ways ; for this cause
they shall not be saved, because they are not of any use in the
building, by reason of their sins: wherefore they are cut out,
and cast afar off, because of the anger of the Lord, and because
they have provoked Him to anger against them. As for the
great number of other stones which thou hast seen placed
about the tower, but not put into the building ; those which
are rugged are they who have known the truth, but have not
continued in it, nor been joined to the saints, and therefore are
unprofitable. Those that have clefts in them, are they who
keep up discord in their hearts against each other, and live not
in peace: that are friendly when present with their brethren,
but, as soon as they are departed from one another, their
wickedness still continues in their hearts : these are the clefts
which are seen in those stones. Those that are maimed and
short, are they who have believed, indeed, but still are in great
measure full of wickedness ; for this cause are they maimed,
and not whole.” “ But what are the white and round stones,
lady, and which are not proper for the building of the tower?”
She answering, said unto me, “ How long wilt thou continue
foolish, and without understanding: asking every thing and
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discerning nothing? They are such as have faith, indeed, but
have withal the riches of this present world. When therefore
any troubles arise, for the sake of their riches and traffic they
deny the Lord,” I answering said unto her, “ When therefore
will they be profitable to the Lord?” “When their riches
shall be cut away,” says she, “in which they take delight, then
they will be profitable unto the Lord for His building : for, as
a round stone, unless it be cut away, and cast somewhat off of
its bulk, cannot be made square ; so they who are rich in this
world, unless their riches be pared off, cannot be made profit-
able unto the Lord. Learn this from thy own experience:
when thou wert rich, thou wast unprofitable, but now thou art
profitable, and fit for the life which thou hast undertaken; for
thou also once wast one of those stones.

VII. “ As for the rest of the stones which thou sawest cast
afar off from the tower, and running in the way, and tumbled
out of the way into desert places, they are such as have be-
lieved, indeed, but through their doubting have forsaken the
true way, thinking that they could find a better. But they
wander, and are miserable, going into desolate ways. Then
for those stones which fell into the fire, and were burnt; they
are those who have for ever departed from the living God;
nor doth it ever come into their hearts to repent, by reason of
the affection which they bear to their lusts and wickednesses
which they commit.” “And what are the rest, which fell by
the water, and could not roll into the water?” “ They are
such as have heard the word, and were willing to be baptized
in the name of the Lord, but, considering the great holiness
which the truth requires, have withdrawn themselves, and
walked again after their wicked lusts.” Thus she finished the
explication of the tower. But I being still urgent, asked her,
“Is there repentance allowed to all those stones which are
thus cast away, and were not suitable to the building of the
tower ; and shall they find place in this tower?” “They may
repent,” said she, “but they cannot come into this tower ;
but they shall be placed in a much lower rank, and this after
that they shall have been afflicted, and fulfilled the days of
their sins.  And for this cause they shall be removed, because
they have received the word of righteousness: and then they
shall be translated from their afflictions, if they shall have a
true sense in their hearts of what they have done amiss. But
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if they shall not have this sense in their hearts, they shall not
be saved, by reason of the hardness of their hearts.”

VIII. When, therefore, I had done asking her concerning
all these things, she said unto me, “Wilt thou see somewhat
else?” And being desirous of seeing it, I became very
cheerful of countenance. She, therefore, looking back upon
me, and smiling a little, said unto me, “Seest thou seven
women about the tower?” “Lady,” said I, “I see them.”
“This tower,” replied she, “is supported by them, according
to the command of the Lord: hear, therefore, the effects of
them. The first of them, which holds fast with her hand,
is called Faith: by her the elect shall be saved. The next,
which is girt up, and looks manly, is named Abstinence: she
is the daughter of Faith. Whosoever, therefore, shall follow
her, shall be happy in all his life ; because he shall abstain
from all evil works, believing, that if he shall contain himself
from all concupiscence, he shall be the heir of eternal life.”
“ And what, lady,” said I, “are the other five ?” They are,”
replied she, “the daughters of one another. The first of them
is called Simplicity ; the next Innocence ; the third Modesty ;
then Discipline ; and the last of all is Charity. When, there-
fore, thou shalt have fulfilled the works of their mother, thou
shalt be able to do all things.” * Lady,” said I, “I would
know what particular virtue every one of these has.” “ Hear
then,” replied she, ““they have equal virtues, and their virtues
are knit together, and follow one another as they were born.
From Faith proceeds Abstinence; from Abstinence, Sim-
plicity; from Simplicity, Innocence ; from Innocence, Modesty ;
from Modesty, Discipline and Charity. Therefore the works
of these are holy, and chaste, and right. Whosoever, there-
fore, shall serve these, and hold fast to their works, he shall
have his dwelling in the tower with the saints of God.” Then
I asked her concerning the times, whether the end were now
at hand? But she cried out with a loud voice, saying, “O
foolish man! Dost thou not see the tower yet a building?
When, therefore, the tower shall be finished and hgilt, it shall
have an end ; and indeed it shall soon be accomplished. But
do not ask me any more questions: what has been said may
suffice thee and all the saints, for the refreshment of your
spirits. For these things have not been revealed to thee only,
but that thou mayest make them manifest unto all. For there-
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fore, O Hermas, after three days thou mayest understand these
words which I begin to speak unto thee, that thou mayest
speak them in the ears of the saints; that when they shall
have heard and done them, they may be cleansed from their
iniquities, and thou together with them.

IX. “Hear me, therefore, O my sons! I have bred you up
in much simplicity, and innocency, and modesty, for the mercy
of God, which has dropped down upon you in righteousness ;
that you should be sanctified, and justified from all sin and
wickedness: but ye will not cease from your evil doings.
Now, therefore, hearken unto me, and have peace one
with another, and visit one another, and receive one an-
other, and do not enjoy the creatures of God alone. Give
freely to them that are in need. For some by too free
feeding contract an infirmity in their flesh, and do injury
to their bodies; whilst the flesh of others, who have not
food, withers away, because they want sufficient nourishment,
and their bodies are consumed. Wherefore this intemperance

is hurtful to you, who have, and do not communicate to them

that want. Prepare for the judgment that is about to come
upon you. Ye that are the more eminent, search out them
that are hungry, whilst the tower is yet unfinished. For when
the tower shall be finished, ye shall be willing to do good,
and shall not find any place in it. Beware therefore, ye that
glory in your riches, lest perhaps they groan who are in want,
and their sighing come up unto God, and ye be shut out with
your goods without the gate of the tower. Behold I now
warn you who are set over the Church, and love the highest
seats: be not ye like unto those that work mischief. And
they indeed carry about their poison in boxes; but ye contain
your poison and infection in your hearts ; and will not purge
them, and mix your sense with a pure heart, that ye may find
mercy with the Great King. Take heed, my children, that
your dissensions deprive you not of your lives. How will ye
instruct the elect of God, when ye yourselves want correction ?
Wherefore admonish one another, and be at peace among
yourselves, that I, standing before your father, may give an
account for you unto the Lord.”

X. And when she made an end of talking with me, the six
young men that built, came and carried her to the tower ; and
four others took up the seat on which she sat, and they also
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went away again to the tower. I saw not the faces of these,
for their backs were towards me. As she was going away, I
asked her, “ that she would reveal to me what concerned the
three forms, in which she had appeared unto me.” But she
answering, said unto me, Concerning these things thou must
ask some other, that they may be revealed unto thee.” Now,
brethren, in the first vision the last year, she appeared unto
me exceedingly old, and sitting in a chair. In another vision,
she had indeed a youthful face, but her flesh and hair were
old ; and she talked with me standing, and was more cheerful
than the first time. In the third vision, she was in all respects
much younger, and comely to the eye ; only she had the hair
of an aged person; yet she looked cheerful, and. sat upon a
seat. I was therefore very sad concerning these things, until
I might understand the vision. Wherefore I saw the same
old woman, in a vision of the night, saying unto me, “ All
prayer needeth humiliation. Fast therefore, and thou shalt
learn from the Lord that which thou dost ask.” I fasted
therefore one day. The same night a young man appeared
to me and said, “ Why dost thou thus often desire revelations
in thy prayers? Take heed that, by asking many things, thou
hurt not thy body. Let these revelations suffice thee. Canst
thou see more notable revelations than those which thou hast
already received?” I answered and said unto him, “Sir, I
only ask this one thing upon the account of the three figures
of the old woman that appeared to me, that the revelation may
be complete.” He answered me, “You are not without under-
standing, but your doubts make you so ; forasmuch as you
have not your heart with the Lord.” I replied and said, “ But
we shall learn these things more carefully from you.”

XI. *“ Hear then,” says he, “ concerning the figures about
which you inquire. And first, in the first vision she appeared
to thee in the shape of an old woman sitting in a chair; be-
cause your old spirit was decayed, and without strength, by
reason of your infirmities, and the doubtfulness of your heart.
For as they who are old have no hope of renewing themselves,
nor expect any thing but their departure; so you, being
weakened through your worldly affairs, gave yourself up to
sloth, and cast not away your solicitude from yourself upon
the Lord ; and your sense was confused, and you grew old in
your sadness.” “ But, Sir, I would know why she sat upon a

P
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chair?” He answered, “ Because every one that is weak
sitteth upon a chair, by reason of his infirmity, that his weak-
ness may be upheld : behold, therefore, the figure of the first
vision,

XII. “In the second vision you saw her standing, and
having a youthful face, and more cheerful than her former;
but her flesh and her hair were ancient. Hear,” said he,
“this parable also. When any one grows old, he despairs of
himself by reason of his infirmity and poverty, and expects
nothing but the last day of his life. But on a sudden an
inheritance is left to him, and he hears of it, and arises; and
being become cheerful, he puts on new strength. And now
he no longer sits down, but stands ; and is delivered from his
former sorrow ; and sits not, but acts manfully. So you, having
heard the revelation which God revealed unto you—because
God had compassion upon you, and renewed your spirit—
both laid aside your infirmities and strength came to you, and
you grew strong in the faith ; and God, seeing your strength,
rejoiced. For this cause he showed you the building of the
tower ; and will show other things unto you, if ye shall have
peace with all your heart among each other.

XIII. “But in the third vision you saw her yet younger;
fair and cheerful, and of a serene countenance. For as, if
some good news comes to one that is sad, he straightway
forgets his sadness, and regards nothing else but the good
news he has heard, and for the rest he is comforted, and
his spirit is renewed through the joy which he has received,
even so you have been refreshed in your spirit, by seeing these
good things. And for that you saw her sitting upon a bench,
it denotes a strong position ; because a bench has four feet,
and stands strongly. And even the world itself is upheld by
the four elements. They therefore that repent perfectly, shall
be young ; and they that turn from their sins with their whole
heart, shall be established. And now you have the revelation
fully ; ask no more to have any thing farther revealed
unto you. Butif any thing be to be revealed, it shall be made
manifest unto you.”
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Vision IV.
Of the trial and tribulation that is about to come upon men,

L I saw a vision, brethren, twenty days after the former
vision ; a representation of the tribulation that is at hand. I
was walking in the field way : (now from the public way to the
manor whither I went is about ten furlongs : it is a way very
little frequented :) and as I was walking alone, I entreated
the Lord that He would confirm the revelation which He
had showed unto me by His holy church ; and would grant
repentance to all His servants who had offended, that His
great and honourable name might be glorified: and because
He thought me worthy to whom He might show His wonders ;
and that I might honour Him, and give thanks unto Him.,
And, behold, something like a voice answered me, “ Doubt
not, Hermas.” Wherefore, I began to think, and say within
myself, “ Why should I doubt, seeing I am thus settled by the
Lord, and have seen such glorious things?” I had gone but
a little farther, brethren, when, behold, I saw a dust rise up to
heaven. I began to say within myself, “Is there a drove of
cattle coming, that raises such a dust?” It was about a fur-
long off from me ; and, behold, I saw the dust rise more and
more, insomuch that I began to suspect that there was some-
what extraordinary in it. And the sun shone a little; and,
behold, I saw a great beast, as it were a whale; and fiery
locusts came out of his mouth. The height of the beast was
about a hundred feet; and he had a head like a large earthen
vessel. I began to weep, and to pray unto the Lord that He
would deliver me from it. Then I called to mind the word
which I had heard, “ Doubt not, Hermas.” Wherefore,
brethren, putting on a divine faith, and remembering who
it was that had taught me great things, I delivered myself
boldly unto the beast. Now the beast came on in such a
manner as if it could at once have devoured a city. I came
near unto it ; and the beast extended its whole bulk upon the
ground ; and put forth nothing but its tongue, nor once moved
itself, till I had quite passed by it. Now the beast had upon
its head four colours, first black, then a red and bloody colour,
then a golden, and then a white.

II. After that I had passed by it, and was gone forward
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about thirty feet, behold, there met me a certain virgin, well
adorned, as if she had been just come out of her bride-cham-
ber; all in white, having on white shoes, and a veil down her
face, and covered with shining hair. Now I knew by my
former visions that it was the church, and thereupon grew the
more cheerful. She saluted me, saying, “ Hail, O man!” 1
returned the salutation, saying, “Lady, hail |” She, answer-
ing, said unto me, “Did nothing meet you, O man?” I
replied, “ Lady, there met me such a beast as seemed able to
devour a whole people: but by the power of God, and through
His singular mercy, I escaped it.” “Thou didst escape it
well,” said she, “because thou didst cast thy whole care upon
God, and openedst thy heart unto Him, believing that thou
couldst be safe by no other than by His great and honourable
name. For this cause the Lord sent His angel who is over
the beasts, whose name is HEGRIN, and stopped his mouth,
that he should not devour thee. Thou hast escaped a great
trial through thy faith, and because thou didst not doubt for
such a terrible beast. Go, therefore, and relate to the elect
of God the great things that He hath done for thee. And
thou shalt say unto them, that this beast is the figure of the
trial that is about to come. If, therefore, ye shall have pre-
pared yourselves, ye may escape it, if your heart be pure and
without spot; and if ye shall serve God all the rest of your
days without complaint. Cast all your cares upon the Lord,
and He will direct them. Believe in God, ye doubtful,
because He can do all things ; He can both turn away His
wrath from you, and send you help and security. Woe to the
doubtful, to those who shall hear these words, and shall
despise them : it had been better for them that they had not
been born.”

I11. Then I asked her concerning the four colours which
the beast had upon its head. But she answered me, saying,
“ Again thou art curious in that thou askest concerning these
things.” And I said unto her, “Lady, show me what they
are.” “Hear,” said she, “the black which thou sawest de-
notes the world in which you dwell. The fiery and bloody
colour signifies that this age must be destroyed by fire and
blood. The golden part are ye who have escaped out of it;
for as gold is tried by the fire, and is made profitable, so are
ye also in like manner tried who dwell among the men of this
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world. They, therefore, that shall endure to the end, and be
proved by them, shall be purged. And as gold, by this trial,
i1s cleansed and loses its dross ; so shall ye also cast away all
sorrow and trouble, and be made pure for the building of the
tower. But the white colour denotes the time of the world
which is to come, in which the elect of God shall dwell : be-
cause the elect of God shall be pure and without spot unto
life eternal. Wherefore do not thou cease to speak these
things in the ears of the saints. Here ye have the figure of
the great tribulation that is about to come; which, if you
please, shall be nothing to you. Keep therefore in mind the
things which I have said unto you.” When she had spoken
thus much she departed; but I saw not whither she went.
But suddenly I heard a noise, and I turned back, being afraid;
for I thought that the beast was coming towards me.



THE
SECOND BOOK OF HERMAS,
WHICH IS CALLED HIS COMMANDS.

The Introduction.

WHEN I bad prayed at home, and was sat down upon

the bed, a certain man came in to me, with a reverend
look, in the habit of a shepherd, clothed with a white cloak,
having his bag upon his back, and his staff in his hand, and
saluted me. I returned his salutation; and immediately he
sat down by me, and said unto me: “I am sent by that
venerable messenger, that I should dwell with thee all the
remaining days of thy life.” But I thought he was come to
try me, and said unto him, ““Who are you? for I know to
whom I am committed.” He said unto me, “ Do you not
know me?” I answered, “No.” “I am,” said he, “that
shepherd to whose care you are delivered.” Whilst he was
yet speaking, his shape was changed ; and when I knew that
it was he to whom I was committed, I was ashamed, and a
sudden fear came upon me, and I was utterly overcome with
sadness, because I had spoken so foolishly unto him. But he
said unto me, “ Be not ashamed, but receive strength in thy
mind, through the commands which I am about to deliver
unto thee. For,” said he, “I am sent to show unto thee all
those things again which thou hast seen before ; but specially
such of them as may be of most use unto thee. And first of
all, write my commands and similitudes; the rest thou shalt
so write as I shall show unto thee. But I therefore bid thee,
first of all, write my commands and similitudes, that by often
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reading of them thou mayest the more easily keep them in
memory.” Whereupon I wrote his commands and similitudes
as he bade me; which things, if when ye have heard, ye shali
observe to do them, and shall walk according to them, and
exercise yourselves in them, with a pure mind, ye shall receive
from the Lord those things which He has promised unto you.
But if, having heard them, ye shall not repent, but shall still
go on to add to your sins, ye shall be punished by Him.
All these things that shepherd, the angel of repentance,
commanded me to write.

THE First COMMAND.
Of believing in one God.

“First of all, believe that there is one God, who created
and framed all things of nothing into a being. He com-
prehends all things, and is only immense, 7o o be comprehended
&y any ; who can neither be defined by any words, nor con-
ceived by the mind. Therefore believe in Him, and fear
Him: and fearing Him abstain from all evil. Keep these
things, and cast all lust and iniquity far from thee; and put
on righteousness ; and thou shalt live to God, if thou shalt
keep this commandment.”

TuE SEcoND COMMAND.

That we must avoid detraction, and do our alms-deeds with
simplicity.

He said unto me, “Be innocent and without disguise ; so
shalt thou be like an infant who knows no malice, which
destroys the life of man. Especially see that thou speak evil
of none ; nor willingly hear any one speak evil of any. For if
thou observest not this, thou also who hearest shalt be par-
taker of the sin of him that speaketh evil, by believing the
slander ; and thou also shalt have sin, because thou believedst
him that spake evil of thy brother. Detraction is a pernicious
thing ; an inconstant evil spirit ; that never continues In peace,
but is always in discord. Wherefore refrain thyself from it;
and keep peace evermore with thy brother. Put on a holy
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constancy, in which there are no sins, but all is full of joy;
and do good of thy labours. Give without distinction to all
that are in want; not doubting to whom thou givest. But
give to all; for God will have us give to all of all His own
gifts. They, therefore, that receive shall give an account to
God, both wherefore they received, and for what end. And
they that receive without a real need, shall give an account for
it: but he that gives shall be innocent ; for he has fulfilled his
duty as he received it from God ; not making any choice to
whom he should give, and to whom not. And this service he
did with simplicity, and to the glory of God. Keep, there-
fore, this command according as I have delivered it unto thee,
that thy repentance may be found to be sincere, and that good
may come to thy house ; and have a pure heart.”

THE THIRD COMMAND,

Of avoiding lying : and the repentance of HERMAS Jor lhis
dissimulation,

Moreover he said unto me, ““ Love truth, and let all the
speech be true which proceeds out of thy mouth, that the
spirit which the Lord hath given to dwell in thy flesh may be
found true towards all men, and the Lord be glorified, who
hath given such a spirit unto thee ; because God is true in all
His words, and in Him there is no lie. They, therefore, that
lie, deny the Lord ; and become robbers of the Lord, not ren-
dering to God what they received from Him. For they re-
ceived the spirit free from lying : if, therefore, they make that
a liar, they defile what was committed to them by the Lord,
and become deceivers.” When I heard this I wept bitterly.
And when he saw me weeping, he said unto me, “Why
weepest thou?” And I said, “ Because, Sir, I doubt whether
I can be saved.” He asked me, “ Wherefore?” I replied,
““ Because, Sir, I never spake a true word in my life, but
always lived in dissimulation, and affirmed a lie for truth to all
men ; and no man contradicted me, but all gave credit to my
words. How then can I live, seeing I have done in this
manner?” And he said unto me, “ Thou thinkest well and
truly. For thou oughtest, as the servant of God, to have
walked in the truth, and not have joined an evil conscience
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Spirit of God.” And I replied untg him, “Sir, I ngv:f%e}g:'g
hearkened so diligently to these things.” He answered
“ Now thou hearest them, take care, from henceforth, tha;.
even those things which thou hast formerly spoken faisely for
the sake of thy business, may, by thy present truth, receive
credit. For even those things may be credited, if for the time
to come thou shalt speak the truth; and by so doing thou
mayest attain unto life. And whosoever shall hearken unto
this command, and do it, and shall depart from all lying, he
shall live unto God.” ’

THE FourTH COMMAND.
Of putting away oné's wife for adultery.

I. “Furthermore,” said he, “I command thee, that thou
keep thyself chaste, and that thou suffer not any thought of
any other marriage, or of fornication, to enter into thy heart;
for such a thought produces a great sin. But be thou at all
times mindful of the Lord, and thou shalt never sin. For
if such an evil thought should arise in thy heart, thou
shouldest be guilty of a great sin; and they who do
such things follow the way of death. Look, therefore,
to thyself, and keep thyself from such a thought: for where
chastity remains in the heart of a righteous man, there an evil
thought ought never to arise.” And I said unto him, “Sir,
suffer me to speak a little to you.” He bade me say on, and
I answered, ¢ Sir, if a2 man shall have a wife that is faithful in
the Lord, and shall catch her in adultery, doth a man sin that
continues to live still with her ?” And he said unto me, “As
long as he is ignorant of her sin, he commits no fault in living
with her; but if a man shall know his wife to have offended,
and she shall not repent of her sin, but go on still in her forni-
cation, and a man shall continue nevertheless to live with her,
he shall become guilty of her sin, and partake with her in her
adultery.” And I said unto him, “ What, therefore, 1s to be
done, if the woman continues on in her sin?” He answerpd,
“ Let her husband put her away, and let him continue by him-
self. But if he shall put away his wife, and marry another, he
also doth commit adultery.” ‘And I said, “ What if the woman
that is so put away shall repent, and be willing to return to her
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husband ; shall she not be received by him?” He said unto
me, “ Yes; and if her husband shall not receive her, he will
sin, and commit a great offence against himself: but he ought
to receive the offender, if she repents; only not often ; for to
the servants of God there is but one repentance. And for
this cause a man that putteth away his wife ought not to take
another, because she may repent. This act is alike both in
the man and in the woman. Now they commit adultery, not
only who pollute their flesh, but who also make an image. If,
therefore, a woman perseveres in any thing of this kind, and
repents not, depart from her, and live not with her : otherwise
thou also shalt be partaker of her sin. But it is, therefore,
commanded, that both the man and the woman should remain
unmarried, because such persons may repent. Nor do I in
this administer any occasion for the doing of these things;
but rather that whoso has offended, should not offend any
more. But for their former sins, God, who has the power of
healing, will give a remedy : for he has the power of all things.”

II. I asked him again, and said, *‘Seeing the Lord hath
thought me worthy that thou shouldst dwell with me con-
tinually, speak a few words unto me, because I understand
nothing, and my heart is hardened through my former conver-
sation ; and open my understanding, because I am very dull,
and apprehend nothing at all.” And he answering, said unto
me, “ I am the minister of repentance, and give understanding
to all that repent. Does it not seem to thee to be a very wise
thing to repent? Because he that does so gets great under-
standing ; for he is sensible that he hath sinned and done
wickedly in the sight of the Lord ; and he remembers within
himself, that he has offended, and repents and does no more
wickedly, but does that which is good, and humbles his soul,
and afflicts it, because he has offended. You see, therefore,
that repentance is great wisdom.” And I said unto him,
“For this cause, Sir, I inquire diligently into all things, be-
cause I am a sinner, that I may know what I must do that I
may live ; because my sins are many.” And he said unto me,
“Thou shalt live if thou shalt keep these my commandments.
And whosoever shall hear and do these commands, shall live
unto God.”

II1. And I said unto him, “I have even now heard from
certain teachers that there is no other repentance besides that
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of baptism ; when we go down into the water, and receive the
forgiveness of our sins ; and that after that, we must sin no
more, but live in purity.” And he said unto me, “ Thou hast
been rightly informed. Nevertheless, seeing now thou in-
quirest diligently into all things, I will manifest this also unto
thee ; yet not so as to give any occasion of sinning, either to
those who shall hereafter believe, or to those who have already
believed in the Lord. For neither they who have newly be-
lieved, or who shall hereafter believe, have any repentance of
sins, but forgiveness of them. But as to those who have been
called to the faith, and since that are fallen into any gross sin,
the Lord hath appointed repentance : because God knoweth
the thoughts of all men’s hearts, and their infirmities, and the
manifold wickedness of the devil, who is always contriving
something against the servants of God, and maliciously lays
snares for them. Therefore, our merciful Lord had compas-
sion towards His creature, and appointed that repentance, and
gave unto me the power of it. And, therefore, I say unto
thee, if any one, after that great and holy calling, shall be
tempted by the devil and sin, he has one repentance. But if
he shall often sin and repent, it shall not profit such a one;
for he shall hardly live unto God.” And I said, “Sir, I am
restored again to life, since I have thus diligently hearkened
to these commands. For I perceive, that if I shall not here-
after add any more to my sins, I shall be saved.” And he
said, “ Thou shalt be saved ; and so shall all others, as many
as shall observe these commandments.”

IV. And again I said unto him, “Sir, seeing thou hearest
me patiently, show me yet one thing more.” *Tell me,”
saith he, “ what it is.” And I said, “If a husband or wife
die, and the party which survives marry again, does he sin in
sodoing?” “He that marries,” says he, “ sins not ; howbeit,
if he shall remain single, he shall thereby gain to himself great
honour before the Lord. Keep, therefore, thy chastity and
modesty, and thou shalt live unto God. Observe from hence-
forth those things which I speak with thee, and command thee
to observe; from the time that I have been delivered unto
thee, and dwell in thy house. So shall thy former sins be
forgiven, if thou shalt keep these my commandments. And
in like manner shall all others be forgiven, who shall observe
these my commandments.”
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THE FirTH COMMAND.
Of the sadness of the heart; and of patience.

I. “Be patient,” says he, “and long suffering; so shalt
thou have dominion over all wicked works, and shalt fulfil all
righteousness. For if thou shalt be patient, the holy spirit
which dwelleth in thee shall be pure, and not be darkened by
any evil spirit; but being full of joy shall be enlarged, and
feast in the body in which it dwells, and serve the Lord with
joy and in great peace. But if any anger shall overtake thee,
presently the holy spirit which is in thee will be straitened,
and seek to depart from thee. For he is choked by the evil
spirit, and has not the liberty of serving the Lord as he would;
for he is grieved by anger. When, therefore, both these spirits
dwell together, it is destructive to a man. As if one should
take a little wormwood, and put it into a vessel of honey, the
whole honey would be spoiled ; and a great quantity of honey
is corrupted by a very little wormwood, and loses the sweet-
ness of honey, and is no longer acceptable to its lord, because
the whole honey is made bitter, and loses its use. But if no
wormwood be put into the honey, it is sweet and profitable to
its lord. Thus is forbearance sweeter than honey, and profit-
able to the Lord who dwelleth in it. But anger is unprofitable.
If, therefore, anger shall be mixed with forbearance, the soul
is distressed, and its prayer is not profitable with God.” And
1 said unto him, “Sir, I would know the sinfulness of anger,
that I may keep myself from it.” And he said unto me,
“ Thou shalt know it ; and if thou shalt not keep thyself from
it, thou shalt lose thy hope with all thy house. Wherefore
depart from it. For I the messenger of righteousness am with
thee ; and all that depart from it, as many as shall repent with
all their hearts, shall live unto God ; and I will be with them
and will keep them all. For all such as have repented, have
been justified by the Most Holy Messenger, who is a minister
of salvation.”

II. “And now,” says he, “ hear the wickedness of anger:
how evil and hurtful it is, and how it overthrows the servants
of God ; for it cannot hurt those that are full of faith, because
the power of God is with them ; but it overthrows the doubt-
ful, and those that are destitute of faith. For as often as it
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sees such men it casts itself into their hearts; and so a man
or woman is in bitterness for nothing—for the things of life ;
or for sustenance ; or for a vain word, if any should chance to
fall in; or by reason of any friend ; or for a debt; or for any
other superfluous things of the like nature. For these things
are foolish and superfluous, and vain to the servants of God.
But equanimity is strong, and forcible, and of great power,
and sitteth in great enlargement; is cheerful, rejoicing in
peace ; and glorifying God at all times with meekness. And
this long suffering dwells with those that are full of faith.
But anger is foolish, and light, and empty. Now bitterness
is bred through folly; by bitterness, anger; by anger, fury.
And this fury arising from so many evil principles, worketh a
great and uncurable sin, For when all these things are in the
same man in which the Holy Spirit dwells, the vessel cannot
contain them, but runs over; and because the Spirit, being
tender, cannot tarry with the evil one, it departs, and dwells
with him that is meek. When, therefore, it is departed from
the man in whom it dwelt, that man becomes destitute of the
Holy Spirit, and is afterwards filled with wicked spirits, and is
blinded with evil thoughts. Thus does it happen to all angry
men. Wherefore depart thou from anger, and put on equan-
imity, and resist wrath ; so shalt thou be found with modesty
and chastity by God. Take good heed, therefore, that thou
neglect not this commandment. For if thou shalt obey this
command, then shalt thou also be able to observe the other
commandments which I shall command thee. Wherefore
strengthen thyself now in these commands, that thou mayest
live unto God. And whosoever shall observe these command-
ments, shall live unto God.”

Tue SixtH COMMAND.
That every man has two angels ; and of the suggestions of both.

L “I commanded thee,” said he, “in my first command-
ment, that thou shouldst keep faith, and fear, and repe:_ltance."
“Yes, Sir,” said I. He continued, *“But now I will show
thee the virtues of these commands, that thou mayest know
their effects; how they are prescribed alike to the just and
unjust. Do thou, therefore, believe the righteous, but give
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no credit to the unrighteous. For righteousness keepeth the
right way, but unrighteousness the wicked way. Do thou,
therefore, keep the right way, and leave that which is evil.
For the evil way has not a good end, but hath many stumbling-
blocks ; it is rugged and full of thorns, and leads to destruc-
tion, and is hurtful to all such as walk in it. But they who go
in the right way walk with evenness, and without offence, be-
cause it 1s not rough nor thorny. Thou seest therefore how
it is best to walk in this way. Thou shalt, therefore, go,” says
he, “and all others as many as believe in God with all their
heart, shall go through it.”

II. “And now,” says he, “understand, first of all, what
belongs to faith. There are two angels with man; one of
righteousness, the other of iniquity.” And I said unto him,
“Sir, how shall I know that there are two such angels with
man?” * Hear,” says he, “and understand. The angel of
righteousness is mild, and modest, and gentle, and quiet.
When, therefore, he gets into thy heart, immediately he talks
with thee of righteousness, of modesty, of chastity, of bounti-
fulness, of forgiveness, of charity, and piety. When all these
things come into thy heart, know then that the angel of
righteousness is with thee. Wherefore hearken to this angel,
and to his works. Learn also the works of the angel of
iniquity. He is, first of all, bitter, and angry, and foolish ;
and his works are pernicious, and overthrow the servants of
God. When, therefore, these things come into thy heart,
thou shalt know, by his works, that this is the angel of
iniquity.” And I said unto him, “Sir, how shall I under-
stand these things?” * Hear,” says he, “and understand.
When anger overtakes thee, or bitterness, know that he is in
thee ; as also when the desire of many things, and of the best
meats, and of drunkenness ; when the love of what belongs to
others, pride, and much speaking, and ambition, and the like
things come upon thee. When, therefore, these things arise
in thy heart, know that the angel of iniquity is with thee.
Seeing, therefore, thou knowest his works, depart from them
all, and give no credit to him ; because his works are evil, and
become not the servants of God. Here, therefore, thou hast
the works of both these angels. Understand now, and believe
the angel of righteousness, because his instruction is good.
For let a man be never so happy, yet if the thoughts of the
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other angel rise in his heart, that man or woman must needs
sin. But let a man or woman be never so wicked, if the
works of the angel of righteousness come into his heart, that
man or woman must needs do some good. Thou seest, there-
fore, how it is good to follow the angel of righteousness. If
therefore thou shalt follow him, and submit to his works, thou
shalt live unto God. And as many as shall submit to his
works, shall live also unto God.”

THE SEVENTH COMMAND.
That we must fear God, but not the devil.,

“Fear God,” says he, “and keep His commandments. For
if thou keepest His commandments thou shalt be powerful in
every work, and all thy work shall be excellent. For by fear-
ing God, thou shalt do everything well. This is that fear
with which thou must be affected, that thou mayest be saved.
But fear not the devil; for if thou fearest the Lord, thou
shalt have dominion over him, because there is no power in
him. Now if there be no power in him, then neither is he to
be feared. But he in whom there is excellent power, he is to
be feared ; for every one that has power is to be feared. But
he that has no power is despised by every one. Fear the
works of the devil, because they are evil. For by fearing the
Lord, thou wilt fear, and not do the works of the devil, but
keep thyself from them. There is, therefore, a two-fold fear.
If thou wilt not do evil, fear the Lord, and thou shalt not do
it. But if thou wilt do good, the fear of the Lord is strong,
and great, and glorious. Wherefore, fear God, and thou shalt
live : and whosoever shall fear Him, and keep His command-
ments, their life is with the Lord. But they who keep them
not, neither is life in them.”

THE EigHTH COMMAND,
That we must flee from evil, and do good.

«T have told thee,” said he, “that there are two kinds of
creatures of the Lord, and that there is a twofold abstinence.
From some things, therefore, thou must abstain, and from
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others not.” I answered, “ Declare to me, Sir, from what I
must abstain, and from what not.” ‘Hearken!” said he.
“Keep thyself from evil, and do it not ; but abstain not from
good, but do it. For if thou shalt abstain from what is good,
and not do it, thou shalt sin. Abstain, therefore, from all
evil, and thou shalt know all righteousness.” I said, *“ What
evil things are they from which I must abstain?” ‘“Hearken!”
said he ; “from adultery, from drunkenness, from riots, from
excess of eating, from daintiness and dishonesty, from pride,
from fraud, from lying, from detraction, from hypocrisy, from
remembrance of injuries, and from all evil speaking. For
these are the works of iniquity, from which the servant of God
must abstain. For he that cannot keep himself from these
things, cannot live unto God. But hear,” said he, “what
follows of these kind of things : for indeed many more there
are from which the servant of God must abstain : from theft
and cheating, from false witness, from covetousness, from
boasting, and all other things of the like nature. Do these
things seem to thee to be evil or not? Indeed they are very
evil to the servants of God. Wherefore the servant of God
must abstain from all these works. Keep thyself, therefore,
from them, that thou mayest live unto God, and be written
among those that abstain from them. And thus have I shown
thee what things thou must avoid : now learn from what thou
must not abstain. Abstain not from any good works, but
do them. Hear,” said he, “what the virtue of those good
works is which thou must do, that thou mayest be saved.
The first of all is faith, the fear of the Lord, charity, concord,
equity, truth, patience, chastity. There is nothing better than
these things in the life of man; who shall keep and do things
in their life. Hear next what follow these. To minister to
the widows; not to despise the fatherless and poor; to redeem
the servants of God from necessity ; to be hospitable (for in
hospitality there is sometimes great fruit); not to be con-
tentious, but be quiet; to be humble above all men; to
reverence the aged ; to labour to be righteous; to respect the
brotherhood ; to bear affronts; to be long-suffering ; not to
cast away those that have fallen from the faith, but to con-
vert them, and make them be of good cheer; to admonish
sinners ; not to oppress those that are our debtors; and all
other things of a like kind. Do these things seem to thee to
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be good, or not?” And T said, “What can be better than
these words?” “Live then,” said he, “in these command-
ments, and do not depart from them. For if thou shalt keep
all these commandments thou shalt live unto God. And all

gleg ”that shall keep these commandments shall live unto
od.

THE NINTH CoMMAND.
That we must ask of God daily, and without doubting.

Again he said unto me, ““ Remove from thee all doubting,
and question nothing at all when thou askest any thing of the
Lord, saying within thyself, How shall I be able to ask any-
thing of the Lord, and receive it, seeing I have so greatly
sinned against Him? Do not think thus, but turn unto the
Lord with all thy heart, and ask of Him without doubting, and
thou shalt know the mercy of the Lord, how that He will not
forsake thee, but will fulfil the request of thy soul. For God
is not as man, mindful of the injuries He has received ; but
He forgets injuries, and has compassion upon His creature.
Wherefore purify thy heart from all the vices of this present
world, and observe the commands I have before delivered
unto thee from God, and thou shalt receive whatsoever good
things thou shalt ask, and nothing shall be wanting unto thee
of all thy petitions, if thou shalt ask of the Lord without
doubting. But they that are not such, shall obtain none of
those things which they ask. For they that are full of faith
ask all things with confidence, and receive from the Lord, be-
cause they ask without doubting. But he that doubts shall
hardly live unto God, except he repent. Wherefore purify thy
heart from doubting, and put on faith, and trust in God, and
thou shalt receive all that thou shalt ask. But and if thou
shouldst chance to ask somewhat, and not [immediately] re-
ceive it, yet do not, therefore, doubt, because thou hast not
presently received the petition of thy soul. For it may be
thou shalt not presently receive it, for thy trial, or else for
some sin which thou knowest not. But do not thou leave off
to ask, and then thou shalt receive. Else if thou shalt ceﬁe
to ask, thou must complain of thyself, a_nd not of God, that He
has not given unto thee what thou didst desire. Consider,

Q
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therefore, this doubting, how cruel and pernicious it is, and
how utterly it roots out many from the faith who were very
faithful and firm. For this doubting is the daughter of the
devil, and deals very wickedly with the servants of God.
Despise it, therefore, and thou shalt rule over it on every
occasion. Put on a firm and powerful faith ; for faith pro-
mises all things, and perfects all things. But doubting will not
believe that it shall obtain any thing but all it can do. Thou
seest, therefore,” says he, “ how faith cometh from above, from
God, and has great power. But doubting is an earthly spirit,
and proceedeth from the devil, and has no strength. Do thou,
therefore, keep the virtue of faith, and depart from doubting,
in which is no virtue, and thou shalt live unto God. And all
shall live unto God, as many as shall do these things.”

TuE TeENTH COMMAND.

Of the sadness of the heart ; and that we must take heed not to
grieve the Spirit of God that is in us.

L “Put all sadness far from thee; for it is the sister of
doubting and of anger.” *How, Sir,” said I, “is it the sister
of these ? For sadness, and anger, and doubting, seem to me
to be very different from one another.” And he answered,
« Art thou without sense, that thou dost not understand it?
For sadness is the most mischievous of all spirits, and the
worst to the servants of God : it destroys the spirits of all men,
and torments the holy spirit; and again it saves.” “Sir”
said I, “I am very foolish, and understand not these things.
I cannot apprehend how it can torment, and yet save.”
“ Hear,” said he, “ and understand. They who never sought
out the truth, nor inquired concerning the majesty of God,
but only believed, are involved in the affairs of the heathen.
And there is another lying prophet, that destroys the minds of
the servants of God ; that is, of those that are doubtful, not of
those that fully trust in the Lord. Now those doubtful persons
come to him, as to a Divine Spirit, and inquire of him what
shall befall them. And this lying prophet, having no power
in him of the Divine Spirit, answers them according to their
demands ; and fills their souls with promises according as
they desire. Howbeit that prophet is vain, and answers vain
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things to those who are themselves vain. And whatsoever is
asked of him by vain men, he answers them vainly. Never-
theless he speaketh some things truly. For the devil fills
him with his spirit, that he may overthrow some of the
righteous.

IT. “Whosoever, therefore, are strong in the faith of the
Lord, and have put on the truth, they are not joined to such
spirits, but depart from them. But they that are doubtful, and
often repenting, like the heathens, consult them, and heap up
to themselves great sin, serving idols. As many, therefore, as
are such, inquire of them upon every occasion ; worship idols,
and are foolish, and void of the truth, For every spirit that is
given from God needs not to be asked ; but, having the power
of the divinity, speaks all things of itself; because He comes
from above, from the power of the Spirit of God. But he that
being asked, speaks according to men’s desires, and concerning
many other affairs of this present world, understands not the
things which relate unto God. For these spirits are darkened
through such affairs and corrupted, and broken. As good
vines, if they are neglected, are oppressed with weeds and
thorns, and at last killed by them, so are the men who believe
such spirits; they fall into many actions and businesses, and
are void of sense; and when they think of things pertaining
unto God, they understand nothing at all: but if at any time
they chance to hear any thing concerning the Lord, their
thoughts are upon their business. But they that have the
fear of the Lord, and search out the truth concerning God,
having all their thoughts towards the Lord, apprehend whatso-
ever is said to them, and forthwith understand it, because they
have the fear of the Lord in them. For where the spirit of
the Lord dwells, there is also much understanding added.
Wherefore join thyself to the Lord, and thou shalt understand
all things. ¥

III. “Learn now, O unwise man! how sadness troubleth
the holy spirit; and how it saves. When a man that is
doubtful is engaged in any affair, and does not accomplish it
by reason of his doubting, this sadness enters into him and
grieves the holy spirit, and makes him s.ad. Again, anger,
when it overtakes any man for any business, he is greatly
moved : and then again sadness entereth into the heart of
him who was moved with anger, and he is troubled for what
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he hath done, and repenteth because he hath done amiss.
This sadness, therefore, seemeth to bring salvation, because he
repenteth of his evil deed. But both the other things, namely,
doubting and sadness, such as before was mentioned, vex the
spirit : doubting, because his work did not succeed ; and sad-
ness, because he angered the holy spirit. Remove, therefore,
sadness from thyself; and afflict not the holy spirit which
dwelleth in thee, lest he entreat God, and depart from thee.
For the spirit of the Lord which is given to dwell in the flesh,
endureth no such sadness. Wherefore clothe thyself with
cheerfulness, which has always favour with the Lord, and thou
shalt rejoice in it. For every cheerful man does well, and
relishes those things that are good, and despises sadness.
But the sad man does always wickedly. First, he doth
wickedly, because he grieveth the holy spirit, which is given
to man, being of a cheerful nature. And again he does ill,
because he prays with sadness unto the Lord, and maketh not
first a thankful acknowledgment unto Him of former mercies ;
and obtains not of God what he asks. For the prayer of a
sad man has not efficacy to come up to the altar of God.”
And I said unto him, * Sir, why has not the prayer of a sad
man virtue to come up to the altar of God?” “ Because,”
said he, “ that sadness remaineth in his heart. When, there-
fore, a man’s prayer shall be accompanied with sadness, it will
not suffer his requests to ascend pure to the altar of God.-
For as wine when it is mingled with vinegar has not the
sweetness it had before; so sadness, being mixed with the
holy spirit, suffers not a man’s prayer to be the same that it
would be otherwise. Wherefore cleanse thyself from sadness,
which is evil, and thou shalt live unto God. And all others
shall live unto God, as many as shall lay aside sadness, and
put on cheerfulness.”

THE ELEVENTH COMMAND.
That the spirits and prophets are to be tried by their works;
and of a two-fold spirit.

I. He showed me certain men sitting upon benches, and
one sitting in a chair: and he said unto me, “Seest thou
those who sit upon the benches?” “Sir,” said I, “I see
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them.” He answered, “They are the faithful ; and he who
sits in the chair is an earthly spirit. For he cometh not into
the assembly of the faithful, but avoids it. But he joins him-
self to the doubtful and empty, and prophesies to them in
corners and hidden places, and pleases them by speaking
according to all the desires of their hearts. For he, placing
himself among empty vessels, is not broken, but the one fitteth
the other. But when he cometh into the company of just
men, who are full of the Spirit of God, and they pray unto the
Lord, that man is emptied, because that earthly spirit flies
from him, and he is dumb, and cannot speak any thing. As
if in a store-house you shall stop up wine or oil, and among
those vessels shall place an empty jar, and shall afterwards
come to open it, you shall find it empty as you stopped it up,
so those empty prophets, when they come among the spirits
of the just, are found to be such as they came.”

II. I said, “How then shall a man be able to discern
them?” “Consider what I am going to say concerning both
kinds of men ; and as I speak unto thee, so shalt thou prove
the prophet of God, and the false prophet. And first, try the
man who hath the spirit of God ; because the spirit which is
from above is humble, and quiet, and departs from all wicked-
ness, and from the vain desires of the present world, and
makes himself more humble than all men, and answers to
none when he is asked, nor to every one singly ; for the spirit
of God doth not speak to a man when he will, but when God
pleases. When, therefore, a man who hath the spirit of God
shall come into the church of the righteous, who hath the
faith of God, and they pray unto the Lord ; then the holy
angel of God fills that man with the Blessed Spirit, and he
speaks in the congregation as he is moved of God. Thus,
therefore, is the spirit of God known, because whosoever
speaketh by the spirit of God, speaketh as the Lord will.

III. “ Hear now concerning the earthly spirit, which is
empty and foolish, and without virtue. _And first of all, the
man who is supposed to have the spirit (whereas he hath it
not in reality) exalteth himself, and desires to have th.e first
seat, and is wicked, and full of words, and spends his time 1n
pleasure, and in all manner of voluptuousness, and recel\rl::s
the rewards of his divination, which if he receives nott‘,mrg
does not divine.” “Should the spirit of God receive re
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and divine?” “It doth not become a prophet of God so to
do. Thus you see the life of each of these kind of prophets.
Wherefore prove the man by his life and works, who says that
he hath the holy spirit: and believe the spirit which comes
from God, and has power as such. But believe not the
earthly and empty spirit, which is from the devil, in whom
there is no faith nor virtue. Hear now the similitude which
I am about to speak unto thee. Take a stone, and throw it
up towards heaven ; or take a spout of water, and mount it up
thitherward, and see if thou canst reach unto heaven.” “Sir,”
said I, “ how can this be done? For neither of those things
which you have mentioned are possible to be done.” And he
answered, “ Therefore, as these things cannot be done, so is
the earthly spirit without virtue, and without effect. Under-
stand yet farther the power which cometh from above, in this
similitude. The grains of hail that drop down are exceeding
small ; and yet when they fall upon the head of a man, how
do they cause pain to it? And again ; consider the droppings
of a house, how the little drops falling upon the earth, work
a hollow in the stones. So in like manner the least things
which come from above, and fall upon the earth, have great
force. Wherefore, join thyself to this spirit, which has power,
and depart from the other, which is empty.”

THE TweELFTH COMMAND.

Of a two-fold desire: that the commands of God are not im-
possible ; and that the devil is not to be feared by them that
believe.

I. Again he said unto me, ‘“Remove from thee all evil
desires, and put on good and holy desires. For having put
on a good desire, thou shalt hate that which is evil, and bridle
it as thou wilt. But an evil desire is dreadful, and hard to be
tamed. It is very horrible and wild, and by its wildness con-
sumes men ; and especially if a servant of God shall chance
to fall into it, except he be very wise, he is ruined by it. For
it destroys those who have not the garment of a good desire,
and are engaged in the affairs of this present world, and
delivers them unto death.” “Sir,” said I, “what are the
works of an evil desire, which bring men unto death? Show
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them to me, that I may depart from them.” Hear,” said he,
“ by what works an evil desire bringeth the servants of God
unto death. First of all, it is an evil desire to covet another
man’s wife, or for a woman to covet another’s husband ; as
also to desire the dainties of riches, and multitude of super-
fluous meats, and drunkenness, and many delights. For in
much delicacy there is folly ; and many pleasures are needless
to the servants of God. Such lusting, therefore, is evil and
pernicious, which brings to death the servants of God. For
all such lusting is from the devil. Whosoever, therefore, shall
depart from all evil desires shall live unto God ; but they that
are subject unto them shall die for ever. For this evil lusting
is deadly. Do thou, therefore, put on the desire of righteous-
ness, and being armed with the fear of the Lord resist all
wicked lusting. For this fear dwelleth in good desires ; and
when evil coveting shall see thee armed with the fear of the
Lord, and resisting it, it will fly far from thee, and not appear
before thee, but be afraid of thy armour ; and thou shalt have
the victory, and be crowned for it ; and shalt attain unto that
desire which is good, and shalt give the victory which thou
hast obtained unto God, and shalt serve Him in doing what
thou thyself wouldst do. For if thou shalt serve good desires,
and be subject to them, thou shalt be able to get the dominion
over thy wicked lustings, and they shall be subject to thee as
wilt.”
th?[lil. And I said, “Sir, I would know how to serve that
desire which is good.” “ Hearken!” said he, “fear God, ::m‘;dl
put thy trust in Him, and love truth, and righteousness, an
do that which is good. If thou shalt do these thmgs,};ymf
shalt be an approved servant of God, and shalt serve : im :
and all others who shall in like manner serve a good esllre
shall live unto God.” And when he had finished these twelve
commands, he said unto me, “Thou hast now these coi:n;
mands : walk in them, and exhort t!lose that hear themut ;
th e’ ent, and that they keep their repentance pure all the
regairmpng éays of their life : and fulfil diligently this tmlgt»:ny
i i t receive great a E
:;hl:hbg iioﬁgusﬁ;:hgshaa%&f ‘:ritsl}:aall.ll such as gshall r?eni;j
g "beli For I am with thee, and w
and shall believe thy words. For | L L
lieve.” And I said unto him, “Sir,
g:;r:;in;l:sg atgt ErCea‘: and excellent, and able to cheer the heart
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of that man that shall be able to keep them. But, Sir, T can-
not tell whether they can be observed by any man?” He
answered, “ Thou shalt easily keep these commands, and they
shall not be hard ; howbeit, if thou shalt suffer it once to enter
into thy heart that they cannot be kept by any one, thou shalt
not fulfil them. But now I say unto thee, if thou shalt not
observe these commands, but shalt neglect them, thou shalt
not be saved, nor thy children, nor thy house ; because thou
hast judged that these commands cannot be kept by man.”

IV. These things he spake very angrily unto me, insomuch
that he greatly afirighted me. For he changed his counten-
ance, so that a man could not bear his anger. And when he
saw me altogether troubled and confounded, he began to
speak more moderately and cheerfully, saying, “ O foolish, and
without understanding | Unconstant, not knowing the majesty
of God, how great and wonderful He is : who created the world
for man, and hath made every creature subject unto him, and
given him all power, that he should be able to fulfil all these
commands. He is able,” said he, “to fulfil all these com-
mands, who has the Lord in his heart : but they who have the
Lord only in their mouths, and their heart is hardened, and
they are far from the Lord ; to such persons these commands
are hard and difficult.  Put, therefore, ye that are empty and
light in the faith, the Lord your God in your hearts, and ye
shall perceive how that nothing is more easy than these com-
mands, nor more pleasant, nor more gentle and holy : and turn
yourselves to the Lord your God, and forsake the devil and
his pleasures, because they are evil, and bitter, and impure.
And fear not the devil, because he has no power over you.
For I am with you, the messenger of repentance, who have the
dominion over him. The devil does indeed affright men ; but
his terror is vain. Wherefore fear him not, and he will flee
from you.”

V. And I said unto Him, “ Sir, hear me speak a few words
unto you.” He answered, “Say on.” ‘“A man indeed
desires to keep the commandments of God ; and there is no
one but what prays unto God, that he may be able to keep
His commandments. But the devil is hard, and by his power
rules over the servants of God.” And he said, “ He cannot
rule over the servants of God, who trust in Him with all their
hearts. The devil may strive, but he cannot overcome them.
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For if ye resist him, he will flee away with confusi

But they that are not full in the fa{th, fearothgsd(;?ri{,“:snigoﬁt
had some great power. For the devil tries the servants of
God ; and if he finds them empty, he destroys them. For as
a man, when he fills up vessels with good wine, and among
them puts a few vessels half full, and comes to try and taste
of the vessels, does not try those that are full, because he
knows that they are good, but tastes those that are half full,
lest they should grow sour, (for vessels half full soon grow
sour, and lose the taste of wine,) so the devil comes to the
servants of God to try them. They that are full of faith resist
him stoutly, and he departs from them, because he finds no
place where to enter into them ; then he goes to those that are
not full of faith, and because he has place of entrance, he goes
into them, and does what he will with them, and they become
his servants,

VI. “But I, the messenger of repentance, say unto you,
fear not the devil; for I am sent unto you, that I may
be with you, as many as shall repent with your whole heart,
and that I may confirm you in the faith. Believe, therefore,
ye who by reason of your transgressions have forgot God, and
your own salvation ; and adding to your sins have made your
life very heavy ; that if ye shall turn to the Lord with your
whole hearts, and shall serve Him according to His will, He
will heal you of your former sins, and ye shall have dominion
over all the works of the devil. Be not then afraid in the
least of his threatenings, for they are without force, as the
nerves of a dead man. But hearken unto me, and fear the
Lord Almighty, who is able to save and to destroy you; and
keep His commands, that ye may live unto God.” And I said
unto him, “Sir, I am now confirmed in all the commands of
the Lord whilst that you are with me ; and I know that you
will break all the power of the devil. And we also shall over-
come him, if we shall be able, through the help of the Lord,
to keep these commands which you have delivered.” *Thou
shalt keep them,” said he, “if thou shalt purify thy heart
towards the Lord. And all they also shall keep them who
shall cleanse their hearts from the vain desires of the present
world, and shall live unto God.”



THE
BRI ED BOOK OF HERMAS

WHICH IS CALLED HIS SIMILITUDES.

SmiLiTupE I

That seeing we have no abiding city in this world, we ought to
look after that which is to come.

ND he said unto me, “Ye know that ye who are the
servants of the Lord, live here as in a pilgrimage ; for

your city is far off from this city. If; therefore, ye know your
city in which ye are to dwell, why do you here buy estates,
and provide yourselves with delicacies and stately buildings,
and superfluous houses? For he that provides himself these
things in this city, does not think of returning into his own
city,. O foolish, and doubtful, and wretched man! who
understandest not that all these things belong to other men,
and are under the power of another! For the Lord of this
city saith unto thee, ‘ Either obey My laws, or depart out of
My city! What, therefore, shalt thou do, who art subject to
a law in thine own city? Canst thou for thy estate, or for
any of those things which thou hast provided, deny thy law?
But if thou shalt deny it, and wilt afterwards return into thy
own city, thou shait not be received, but shalt be excluded
thence. See, therefore, that like a man in another country,
thou procure no more to thyself than what is necessary and
sufficient for thee ; and be ready, that when the God or Lord
of this city shall drive thee out of it, thou mayst oppose His
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law, and go into thine own city, where thou mayst, with all
cheerfulness, live according to thine own law without wrong.
Take heed, therefore, ye that serve God, and have Him in
your hearts: work ye the works of God, being mindful both
of His commands and of His promises, which He has pro-
mised ; and be assured that He will make them good unto
you, if ye shall keep His commandments. Instead, therefore,
of the possessions that ye would otherwise purchase, redeem
those that are in want from their necessities, as every one is
able ; justify the widows, judge the cause of the fatherless, and
spend your riches and your wealth in such works as these.
For, for this end has God enriched you, that ye might fulfil
these kind of services. Itis much better to do this than to
buy lands or houses, because all such things shall perish with
this present time. But what ye shall do for the name of the
Lord, ye shall find in your city, and shall have joy without
sadness or fear. Wherefore covet not the riches of the
heathen ; for they are destructive to the servants of God.
But trade with your own riches which you possess, by which
ye may attain unto everlasting joy. And do not commit
adultery, nor touch any other man’s wife, nor desire her ; but
covet that which is thy own business, and thou shalt be saved.”

THE SECOND SIMILITUDE.

As the vine 1s supported by the elm, so is the rich man helped by
the prayers of the poor.

As I was walking into the field, and considered the elm and
the vine, and thought with myself of their fruits, an angel ap-
peared unto me, and said unto me, “What is it that thou
thinkest upon thus long within thyself?” And I said unto
him, “Sir, I think of this vine and this elm, because their
fruits are fair.” And he said unto me, “These two trees are
set for a pattern to the servants of God.” And I said unto
him, “Sir, I would know in what the pattern of tgesq trees
which thou mentionest, does consist.” ‘Hearken ! sall‘th he,
« seest thou this vine and this elm?” “Sir,” said I, “I see
them.” “ This vine,” saith he, “is'frm_tful, but the elm is a
tree without fruit. Nevertheless this vine, unless it were set
by this elm, and supported by it, would not bear much fruit,
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but lying along upon the ground, would bear but ill fruit,
because it did not hang upon the elm: whereas now being
supported upon the elm, it bears fruit both for itself, and for
that. See, therefore, how the elm gives no less, but rather
more fruit, than the vine.” “ How, Sir,” said I, “does it bear
more fruit than the vine?” ‘ Because,” said he, “ the vine
being supported upon the elm, gives both much and good
fruit ; whereas if it lay along upon the ground, it would bear
but little, and that very ill too. This similitude, therefore, is
set forth to the servants of God; and it represents the rich
and poor man.” I answered, ““Sir, make this manifest unto
me.” “Hear!” said he, “the rich man has wealth ; howbeit
towards the Lord he is poor; for he is taken up about his
riches, and prays but little to the Lord, and the prayers which
he makes are lazy and without force. When, therefore, the
rich man reaches out to the poor those things which he wants,
the poor man prays unto the Lord for the rich ; and God
grants unto the rich man all good things, because the poor
man is rich in prayer; and his requests have great power
with the Lord. Then the rich man ministers all things to the
poor, because he perceives that he is heard by the Lord ; and
he the more willingly, and without doubting, affords him
what he wants, and takes care that nothing be lacking to him.
And the poor man gives thanks unto the Lord for the rich,
because they do both their work from the Lord. With men,
therefore, the elm is not thought to give any fruit; and they
know not, neither understand that its company being added to
the vine, the vine bears a double increase, both for itself and
for the elm. Even so the poor praying unto the Lord for
the rich, are heard by Him ; and their riches are increased,
because they minister to the poor of their wealth. They are,
therefore, both made partakers of each other’s good works.
Whosoever, therefore, shall do these things, he shall not be
forsaken by the Lord, but shall be written in the book of life.
Happy are they that are rich, and perceive themselves to be
increased ; for he that is sensible of this, will be able to
minister somewhat to others.”
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THE THIRD SIMILITUDE.

As the green trees in winter cannot be distinguished from the
dry, so neither can the righteous from the wicked in this
present world.

Again he showed me many trees whose leaves were shed,
and which seemed to me to be withered, for they were all
alike. And he said unto me, “Seest thou these trees?” I
sa!d, “8ir, I see that they look like dry trees.” He answering,
said unto me, “ These trees are like unto the men who live in
this present world.” I replied, “Sir, why are they like unto
dry trees?” “ Because,” said he, “neither the righteous nor
unrighteous are known from one another, but are all alike
in this present world. For this world is as the winter to the
righteous men, because they are not known, but dwell among
sinners. As in the winter all the trees, having lost their
leaves, are like dry trees, nor can it be discerned which are
dry and which are green ; so in this present world, neither the
righteous, nor wicked, are discerned from each other, but they
are alike.

THE FOURTH SIMILITUDE.

As in summer the living trees are distinguished jfrom the dry by
their fruit and green leaves, so in the world to come, the
righteous shall be distinguished from the unrighteous by
thetr happiness.

Again he showed me many other trees, of which some had
leaves, and others appeared dry and withered. And he said
unto me, “Seest thou these trees?” I answered, “Sir, I see
them ; and some are dry, and others full of leaves.” “These
trees,” saith he, ““ which are green are the righteous, who shall
possess the world to come. For the world to come is the
summer to the righteous; but to sinners it is the winter.
When, therefore, the mercy of the Lord shall shine forth, then
they who serve God shall be made manifest and plain unto
all. For as in the summer the fruit of every tree is shown and
made manifest, so also the works of the righteous shall be
declared and made manifest, and they shall all be restored in



254 The Shepherd of Hermas.

that world merry and joyful. For the other kind of men,
namely, the wicked, like the trees which thou sawest dry, shall
as such be found dry, and without fruit in that other world,
and like dry wood shall be burnt ; and it shall be made mani-
fest that they have done evil all the time of their life; and
they shall be burnt, because they have sinned, and have not
repented of their sins. And also all the other nations shall
be burnt, because they have not acknowledged God their
Creator. Do thou, therefore, bring forth good fruit, that in
the summer thy fruit may be known; and keep thyself from
much business, and thou shalt not offend. For they who are
involved in much business, sin much ; because they are taken
up with their affairs, and serve not God. And how can a man
that does not serve God, ask any thing of God, and receive it?
But they who serve Him ask, and receive what they desire.
But if a man has only one thing to follow, he may serve God;
because his mind is not taken off from God, but he serves
Him with a pure mind. If, therefore, thou shalt do this, thou
mayest have fruit in the world to come ; and all, as many as
shall do in like manner, shall bring forth fruit.”

THE FIFTH SIMILITUDE.

Of a true fast, and the rewards of it; also of the cleanness of
the body.

I. As I was fasting, and sitting down in a certain mountain,
and giving thanks unto God for all the things that He had
done unto me, behold I saw the shepherd who was wont to
converse with me, sitting by me, and saying unto me, “ What
has brought thee hither thus early in the morning?” I an-
swered, “ Sir, to-day I keep a station.” He answered, “ What
is a station?” 1 replied, “It is a fast.” He said, “ What is
that fast?” I answered, “I fast as I have been wont to do.”
“Ye know not,” said he, *“ what it is to fast unto God ; nor is
this a fast which ye fast, profiting nothing with God.” “ Sir,”
said I, ‘“ what makes you speak thus?” He replied, “I speak
it because this is not the true fast which you think that you
fast ; but I will show you what that is which is a complete fast,
and acceptable unto God. Hearken!” said he, “the Lord
does not desire such a needless fast ; for by fasting in this
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manner, thou advancest nothing in righteousness. But the
true fast is this ; do nothing wickedly in thy life, but serve God
with a pure mind, and keep His commandments, and walk
according to His precepts, nor suffer any wicked desire to
enter into thy mind. But trust in the Lord, that if thou dost
these things, and fearest Him, and abstainest from every evil
work, thou shalt live unto God. If thou shalt do this, thou
shalt perfect a great fast, and an acceptable one unto the Lord,

II. “Hearken unto the similitude which I am about to pro-
pose unto thee, as to this matter. A certain man having a
farm, and many servants, planted a vineyard in a certain part
of his estate for his posterity ; and taking a journey into a far
country, chose one of his servants which he thought the most
faithful and approved, and delivered the vineyard into his care,
commanding him that he should stake up his vines, which if
he did, and fulfilled his command, he promised to give him
his liberty. Nor did he command him to do any thing more,
and so went into a far country. After then that that servant
had taken that charge upon him, he did whatsoever his lord
commanded him: and when he had staked the vineyard, and
found it to be full of weeds, he began to think with himself,
saying, I have done what my lord c_ommapdefl me ; I will now
dig this vineyard, and when it is digged it will be more beau-
tiful ; and the weeds being pulled up, it will bring forth more
fruit, and not be choked by the weeds. So setting about his
work, he digged it, and plucked up all the weeds that were in
it : and so the vineyard became very beautiful and prosperous,
not being choked with weeds. After some time the lord of
the vineyard comes, and goes into the vineyard ; and when he
saw that it was handsomely staked, and digged, and the weeds
plucked up that were in it, and the vines flourishing, he re-
joiced greatly at the care of his servant: and calling his son,
Jolufam he loved, and who was to be his heir, and his friends
:i:h whom he W’aS wont to consult, he tellg them what he had
commanded his servant to do, and what his servant had d%ni
more : and they immediately congratulated that sm%ﬁt’ t l?e
he had received so full a testimony from his lord. l'berltj .
said unto them, I, indeed, promised this servant his libe y'ed

bserved the command which I gave him : and he observ:

e dsell;‘;sides he has done a good work to my vineyard, which
;:;: rf;xceedingly pleased me. Wherefore for this work which
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he hath done, I will make him my heir together with my son ;
because that when he saw what was good, he neglected it not,
but did it. This design of the Lord both his son and his
friends approved, namely, that his servant should be heir
together with his son. Not long after this, the master of the
family calling together his friends, sent from his supper several
kinds of food to that servant. Which when he had received,
he took so much of them as was sufficient for himself, and
divided the rest among his fellow-servants ; which, when they
had received, they rejoiced, and wished that he might find yet
greater favour with his lord for what he had done to them.
When his lord heard all these things, he was again filled with
great joy, and calling again his friends and his son together,
he related to them what his servant had done with the meats
which he had sent unto him. They, therefore, so much the
more assented to the master of the household, that he ought
to make that servant his heir together with his son.”

III. I said unto him, “Sir, I know not these similitudes,
neither can I understand them, unless you expound them unto
me.” “I will,” says he, “expound all things unto thee what-
soever I have talked with thee, or shown unto thee. Keep the
commandments of the Lord and thou shalt be approved, and
shalt be written in the number of those that keep His com-
mandments. But if besides those things which the Lord hath
commanded, thou shalt add some good thing, thou shalt
purchase to thyself a greater dignity, and be in more favour
with the Lord than thou shouldst otherwise have been. If|
therefore, thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lord,
and shalt add to them these stations, thou shalt rejoice ; but
especially if thou shalt keep them according to my com-
mands.” I said unto him, ‘“Sir, whatsoever thou shalt com-
mand me, I will observe ; for I know that thou wilt be with
me.” “I will,” said he, “be with thee, who hast taken up
such a resolution ; and I will be with all those who purpose
in like manner. This fast,” saith he, “ whilst thou dost also
observe the commandments of the Lord, is exceeding good.
Thus, therefore, shalt thou keep it. First of all, take heed to
thyself, and keep thyself from every wicked act, and from every
filthy word, and from every hurtful desire ; and purify thy mind
from all the vanity of this present world. If thou shalt ob-
serve these things, this fast shall be right. Thus, therefore, do.
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Having performed what is before written, that day on which
thou fastest thou shalt taste nothing at all but bread and water ;
and computing the quantity of food which thou art wont to
eat upon other days, thou shalt lay aside the expense which
thou shouldst have made that day, and give it unto the
widow, the fatherless, and the poor. And thus thou shalt
perfect the humiliation of thy soul, that he who receives of it
may satisfy his soul, and his prayer come up to the Lord God
for thee. If, therefore, thou shalt thus accomplish thy fast,
as I command thee, thy sacrifice shall be acceptable unto the
Lord, and thy fast shall be written in His book. This station,
thus performed, is good, and pleasing, and acceptable unto
the Lord. These things, if thou shalt observe with thy
children, and with all thy house, thou shalt be happy. And
whosoever when they hear these things shall do them, they
also shall be happy; and whatsoever they shall ask of the
Lord they shall receive it.”

IV. And I prayed him that he would expound unto me the
similitude of the farm, and the lord, and of the vineyard,
and of the servant that had staked the vineyard, and
of the weeds that were plucked out of the vineyard, and of
his son, and his friends which he took into counsel with him.
For I understood that that was a similitude. He said unto
me, “ Thou art very bold in asking : for thou oughtest not to
ask any thing; because if it be fitting to show it unto thee, it
shall be showed unto thee,” I answered him, “ Sir, whatso-
ever thou shalt show me, without explaining it unto me, I shall
in vain see it if I do not understand what it is. And if thou
shalt propose any similitudes, and not expound them, I shall
in vain hear them.” He answered me again, saying, * Who-
soever is the servant of God, and has the Lord in his heart,
he desires understanding of Him, and receives it; and he
explains every similitude, and understands the words of the
Lord which need an inquiry. But they that are lazy and slow
to pray, doubt to seek from the Lord ; although the Lord be
of such an extraordinary goodness, that without ceasing He
giveth all things to them that ask of Him. Thou, theref}c:re,
who art strengthened by that venerable messenger, and hast
received such a poweriul gift of prayer, seeing thou art not
slothful, why dost thou not now ask _understan_dlﬂg of the Lohrd,
and receive it?” I said unto him, “Seeing I have thee

R
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present, it is necessary that I should seek it of thee, and ask
thee ; for thou showest all things unto me, and speakest to me
when thou art present. But if I should see or hear these
things when thou wert not present, I would then ask the
Lord that He would show them unto me.”

V. And he replied, “I said a little before that thou wert
subtle and bold, in that thou askest the meaning of these
similitudes. But because thou still persistest, I will unfold to
thee this parable which thou desirest, that thou mayest make
it known unto all men. Hear, therefore,” said he, “and
understand. The farm before mentioned denotes the whole
earth. The lord of the farm is He who created and finished
all things, and gave virtue unto them. His son is the Holy
Spirit : the servant is the Son of God: the vineyard is the
people whom He saves. The stakes are the messengers which
are set over them by the Lord, to support His people. The
weeds that are plucked up out of the vineyard, are the sins
which the servants of God had committed. The food which
He sent him from His supper, are the commands which He
gave to His people by His Son. The friends whom He
called to counsel with Him, are the holy angels whom He first
created. The absence of the master of the household, is the
time that remains unto His coming.” I said unto him, *Sir,
all these things are very excellent, and wonderful, and good.
But,” continued I, “could I, or any other man besides, though
never so wise, have understood these things? Wherefore
now, Sir, tell me what I ask.” He replied, “ Ask me what
thou wilt.” ¢ Why,” said I, “is the Son of God, in this
parable, put in the place of a servant i

VI “Hearken,” said he ; “ The Son of God is not put in
the condition of a servant, but in great power and authority.”
I said unto him, “ How, Sir? I understand it not.” * Be-
cause,” said he, “the Son set His messengers over those
whom the Father delivered unto Him, to keep every one of
them ; but He Himself laboured very much, and suffered
much, that He might blot out their offences. For no vineyard
can be digged without much labour and pains. Wherefore
having blotted out the sins of His people, He showed to them
the paths of life, giving them the law which He had received
of the Father. You see,” said he, “ that He is the Lord of His
people, having received all power from His Father. But why
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the Lord did take His Son into counsel, about dividing the
inheritance, and the good angels, hear now : that Holy Spirit
which was created first of all, He placed in the body in which
God should dwell ; namely, in a chosen body, as it seemed
good to Him. This body therefore, into which the Holy Spirit
was brought, served that spirit, walking rightly and purely in
modesty, nor ever defiled that spirit. Seeing, therefore, the
body at all times obeyed the Holy Spirit, and laboured rightly
and chastely with Him, nor faltered at any time—that body,
being wearied, conversed indeed servilely—but being mightily
approved to God with the Holy Spirit, was accepted by Him.
For such a stout course pleased God, because He was not
defiled in the earth, keeping the Holy Spirit. He called,
therefore, to counsel, His Son and the good angels, that there
might be some place of standing given to this body, which had
served the Holy Spirit without blame ; lest it should seem to
have lost the reward of its service : for every pure body shall
receive its reward, that is found without spot, in which the
Holy Spirit has been appointed to dwell. And thus you have
now the exposition of this parable also.” o e
VII. “Sir,” said I, “I now understand your meaning, since
I have heard this exposition.” *Hearken farther,” said he ;
“keep this thy body clean and pure, that the spirit which shall
dwell in it may bear witness unto it, and be judged to have
been with thee. Also take heed that it be not instilled into
thy mind, that this body perishes, and thou abuse it to any
lust. For if thou shalt defile thy body, thou shalt also at tﬁe
same time defile the Holy Spirit ; and if thou sha[t‘fieﬁle t _.ef
Holy Spirit, thou shalt not live” And I said, “What c:,
through ignorance this should have been already committe
before a man heard these words; how can he attain 111'n50
salvation, who has thus defiled his body?” He "epl]f »
« As for men’s former actions, which through ignorance t e}t
p o 3 medy unto them;
have committed, God lc:nly tcarll{?lglbrdBaUtrflow y thysel .
eth unto Him. guard_ )
for all powerG Eglgggalmighty and merciful, He will grant a
and seeing d iss, if, for the time
remedy to what thou hast gorfﬁlerg grolg ;1;1 - ,Sp,irit Thiik
halt not defile thy 5
B ;:?t;lnss together, and the one cannot be defiled, but
e o fore, both of them pure,
the other will be so too. Keep, therefore,

and thou shalt live unto God.”
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THE SIXTH SIMILITUDE.

Of two sorts of voluptuous men, and of their death, defection,
and of the continuance of their pains.

I. As I was sitting at home, and praising God for all the
things which I had seen, and was thinking concerning the
commands, that they were exceeding good, and great, and
honest, and pleasant, and such as were able to bring a man to
salvation, I said thus within myself, “I shall be happy if I
shall walk according to these commands; and whosoever
shall walk in them shall live unto God.” Whilst I was speak-
ing on this wise within myself, I saw him whom I had before
been wont to see, sitting by me ; and he spake thus unto me:
“What doubtest thou concerning my commands, which I
have delivered unto thee? They are good, doubt not; but
trust in the Lord, and thou shalt walk in them. For I will
give thee strength to fulfil them. These commands are pro-
fitable to those who shall repent of those sins which they have
formerly committed, if for the time to come they shall not
continue in them. Whosoever therefore, ye be that repent,
cast away from you the naughtiness of the present world, and
put on all virtue and righteousness; and so shall ye be able to
keep these commands, and not sin from henceforth any more.
For if ye shall keep yourselves from sin for the time to come,
ye shall cut off a great deal of your former sins. Walk in my
commands, and ye shall live unto God. These things have I
spoken unto you.” And when he had said this, he added,
“Let us go into the field, and I will show thee shepherds of
sheep.” And I replied, “Sir, let us go.” And we came into
a certain field, and there he showed me a young shepherd,
finely arrayed, with his garments of a purple colour. And he
fed large flocks ; and his sheep were full of pleasure, and in
much delight and cheerfulness ; and they, skipping, ran here
and there. And the shepherd took very great satisfaction in
his flock ; and the countenance of that shepherd was cheerful,
running up and down among his flock.

I1. Then the angel said unto me, “Seest thou this shep-
herd?” I answered, “Sir, I see him.” He said unto me,
“ This is the messenger of delight and pleasure. He, there-
fore, corrupts the minds of the servants of God, and turns
them from the truth, delighting them with many pleasures, and
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they perish. For they forget the commands of the living God,
and live in luxury and in vain pleasures ; and are corrupted by
this evil angel, some of them even unto death ; and others to a
falling away.” T replied, “I understand not what you mean, by
saying, unto death, and to a falling away.” “Hear!” says he;
‘“all those sheep which thou sawest exceedingly joyful, are such
as have for ever departed from God, and given themselves up to
the lusts of this present time. To these, therefore, there is no
return, by repentance unto life; because that to their other
sins they have added this, that they have blasphemed the
name of the Lord. These kind of men are ordained unto
death. But those sheep which thou sawest not leaping, but
feeding in one place, are such as have, indeed, given them-
selves up to pleasures and delights, but have not spoken any-
thing wickedly against the Lord. These, therefore, are only
fallen off from the truth, and so have yet hope laid up for
them in repentance. For such a falling off hath some hope
still left of a renewal ; but they that are dead are utterly gone
for ever.” Again we went a little farther forward; and he
showed me a great shepherd, who had as it were a rustic
figure, clad with a white goat’s skin, having his bag upon his
shoulder, and in his hand a stick full of knots, and very hard,
and a whip in his other hand ; and his countenance was stern
and sour, enough to affright a man: such was his look. 1He:
took from that young shepherd such sheep as lived in plea-
sures, but did not skip up and down, and drove them into a cg;
tain steep craggy place, full of thorns and briars, msom; :
that they could not get themselves free from them, u(i
being entangled in them, fed upon thorns anfi }mar}?, ::]ill
were grievously tormented with his whipping ; for t_e =
drove them on, and afforded them not any place, or time,
Sta{llc}.sqghen, therefore, I saw them so cruelly whipped artlld
afflicted, I was grieved for them ; thecr?:rsge(tih?;'l :l;re gl'sg ji'
tormented, nor had they any rest a wsir who s this
i rd that was with me, “Sir, who 1s
saxdluntg E}nlxe lsa}:::g{l: shepherd, who is moved with no com-
g = E heep?” He answered, “ This shep-
passion towards these sheep . € pemer -
< d one of the holy an-gels, but is appointe

s 12 dndes ' him, therefore, are delivered
the punishment of sinners. To him, T e Hith ang
those who have erred from God, and serve
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pleasures of this world. For this cause he punishes them,
every one according to their deserts, with cruel and various
kind of pains.” “Sir,” said I, “ I would know what kind of
pains they are which everyone undergoes?” “ Hearken !”
said he, “the several pains and torments are those which
men every day undergo in their present lives. For some
suffer losses, others poverty, others divers sicknesses. Some
are unsettled ; others suffer injuries from those that are
unworthy, others fall under many other trials and inconven-
iences. For many, with an unsettled design, aim at many
things, and it profiteth them not: and they say that they
have not success in their undertakings. They do not call to
mind what they have done amiss, and they complain of the
Lord. When, therefore, they shall have undergone all kind
of vexation and inconvenience, then they are delivered over to
me for good instruction, and are confirmed in the faith of the
Lord, and serve the Lord all the rest of their days with a
pure mind. And when they begin to repent of their sins,
then they call to mind their works which they have done
amiss, and give honour to God, saying that He is a just judge,
and they have deservedly suffered all things according to
their deeds. Then for what remains of their lives, they serve
God with a pure mind, and have success in all their under-
takings, and receive from the Lord whatever they desire.
And then they give thanks unto the Lord, that they were
delivered unto me ; nor do they suffer any more cruelty.”

IV. I said unto him, “Sir, I entreat you still to show me
now one thing.” “What,” said he, “dost thou ask?” I
said unto him, “ Are they who depart from the fear of God
tormented for the same time that they enjoyed their false
delight and pleasures?” He answered me, “They are
tormented for the same time.” And I said unto him, “They
are then tormented but little ; whereas they who enjoy their
pleasures so as to forget God, ought to endure seven times as
much punishment.” He answered me, “Thou art foolish,
neither understandest thou the efficacy of this punishment.”
I said unto him, “Sir, if I understood it, I would not desire
you to tell me.” “Hearken!” said he, “and learn what the
force of both is, both of the pleasure and of the punish-
ment. An hour of pleasure is terminated within its own
space: but one hour of punishment has the efficacy of thirty
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days. Whosoever, therefore, enjoys his false pleasure for one
day, and is one day tormented, that one day of punishment is
equivalent to a whole years space. Thus look how many
days any one pursues his pleasures, so many years is he
punished for it. Vou see, therefore, how that the time of
worldly enjoyments is but short, but that of pain and torments
a great deal more.”

V. I replied, “Sir, forasmuch as I do not understand at
all these times of pleasure and pain, I entreat you that you
would explain yourself more clearly concerning them.” He
answered me, saying, “ Thy foolishness still sticks unto thee.
Shouldst thou not rather purify thy mind, and serve God ?
Take heed, lest when thy time is fulfilled, thou be found still
unwise. Hear then, as thou desirest, that thou mayst the
more easily understand. He that gives himself up one day
to his pleasures and delights, and does whatsoever his soul
desires, is full of great folly, nor understands what he does,
but the day following forgets what he did the day before.
For delight and worldly pleasure are not kept in memory, by
reason of the folly that is rooted in them. But when pain
and torment befall a man a day, he is in effect troubled the
whole year after ; because his punishment continues firm in
his memory. Wherefore he remembers it with sorrow the
whole year ; and then calls to mind his vain pleasure and
delight, and perceives that for the sake of that he was
punished. Whosoever, therefore, have delivered themselves
over to such pleasures, are thus punished ; because that w:herll
they had life, they rendered themselves liable to dea’fh. -
said unto him, “Sir, what pleasures are hurtful? e
answered, “That is pleasure to every man which he does
willingly. For the angry man, gratifying his panSIODil p:eir:
ceives pleasure in it; and so the adulterer, and dr}m ;.er
the slanderer, and liar ; the covetous man, and the 'e l;au s
and whosoever commits any thll’l!;g hkeei‘\lrg;oatg::ii,i{act?g: .

is evil disposition, he receives
?lfefggﬁl‘;eg; 1l: All thege pleasures and delights are hurtfult ;3
the servants of God. For these, therefore, they are tgrm?)n_
and suffer punishment. There arehalso ﬁFleasurfvsh ;t a:z gl;lgg
salvation unto men. For many when they do Wi P
i are attracted by the delights o
gn:wp:ﬁ?:tgrea‘sw’ i: n;}roﬁtable to the servants of God, and
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brings life to such men, but those hurtful pleasures, which were
before mentioned, bring torments and punishment. And
whosoever shall continue in them, and shall not repent of
what they have done, shall bring death upon themselves,”

THE SEVENTH SIMILITUDE,

That they who repent, must bring forth fruits worlhy of
repentance.

After a few days I saw the same person that before talked
with me, in the same field in which I had seen those shepherds.
And he said unto me, “ What seckest thou?” “Sir,” said
I, “I came to entreat you that you would command the
shepherd, who is the minister of punishment, to depart out of
my house, because he greatly afflicts me.” And he answered,
“It is necessary for thee to endure inconveniences and
vexations ; for so that good angel hath commanded concern-
ing thee, because he would try thee.” “Sir,” said I, “ what so
great offence have I committed, that I should be delivered
to this messenger?” “Hearken !” said he ; “thou art indeed,
guilty of many sins, yet not so many that thou shouldst be
delivered to this messenger; but thy house hath committed
many sins and offences ; and, therefore, that good messenger,
being grieved at their doings, commanded that for some time
thou shouldst suffer affliction, that they may both repent of
what they have done, and may wash themselves from all the
lusts of this present world. When, therefore, they shall have
repented, and be purified, then that messenger which is
appointed over thy punishment shall depart from tilee.” I
said unto him, “Sir, if they have behaved themselves so as
to anger that good angel, yet what have I done?” He an-
swered, “ They cannot otherwise be afflicted, unless thou, who
art the head of the family, suffer. For whatsoever thou shalt
suffer, they must needs feel it, but as long as thou shalt stand
well established, they cannot experience any vexation.” I
replied, “ But, Sir, behold, they also now repent with all their
hearts.” ‘I know,” says he, “ that they repent with all their
hearts ; but dost thou, therefore, think that their offences, who
repent, are immediately blotted out? No, they are not pre-
sently ; but he that repents must afflict his soul, and show
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himself humble in all his affairs, and undergo many and divers
vexations. And when he shall have suffered all things that
were appointed for him, then, perhaps, He that made him, and
formed all things besides, will be moved with compassion
towards him, and afford him some remedy ; and especially if
He shall perceive his heart, who repents, to be pure from every
will work. But at present it is expedient for thee, and for thy
house, to be grieved ; and it is needful that thou shouldst
endure much vexation, as the angel of the Lord who com-
mitted thee unto me has commanded. Rather give thanks
unto the Lord, that, knowing what was to come, He thought
thee worthy to whom he should foretell that trouble was com.-
ing upon thee, who art able to bear it.” I said unto him,
“ Sir, be but thou also with me, and I shall easily undergo any
trouble.” ““I will,” said he, “be with thee ; and I will entreat
the messenger who is set over thy punishment, that he would
moderate his afflictions towards thee, And, moreover, thou
shalt suffer adversity but for a little time, and then thou shalt
again be restored to thy former state ; only continue on in the
humility of thy mind. Obey the Lord with a pure heart, thou
and thy house, and thy children ; and walk in the command-
ments which I have delivered unto thee; and then thy re-
pentance may be firm and pure. And if thou shalt keep
these things with thy house, thy inconveniences shall depart
from thee. And all vexation shall in like manner depart
from all those whosoever shall walk according to these
commands.”

THE EIGHTH SIMILITUDE.

That there are many kinds of elect, and of repenting sinners :
and how all of them shall receive a reward proportionable
to the measure of their repentance and good works.

: in he showed me a willow, which covered the fields
antli tigamountains, under whose shadow came all such as
were called by the name of the Lord. And by th.at wmlldc-_:uinr
stood an angel of the Lord, very excell;nt and lofty ; anFl ld
cut down boughs from that willow with a great hook; ahn
reached out to the people that were under the shadow cl)]f t :ﬁ
willow, little rods, as it were about a foot long. And when
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of them had taken them, he laid aside his hook, and the tree
continued entire, as I had before seenit. At which I wondered,
and mused within myself. Then that shepherd said unto me,
“ Forbear to wonder that that tree continues whole, notwith-
standing so many boughs have been cut off from it ; but stay
a little, for now it shall be shown thee what that angel means,
who gave those rods to the people.” So he again demanded
the rods of them ; and in the same order that every one had
received them, was he called to him, and restored his rod ;
which when he had received, he examined them. From some
he received them dry and rotten, and as it were touched with
the moth : those he commanded to be separated from the rest,
and placed by themselves. Others gave him their rods dry,
indeed, but not touched with the moth : these also he ordered
to be set by themselves. Others gave in their rods half dry:
these also were set apart. Others gave in their rods half dry
and cleft : these too were set by themselves. Others brought
in their rods one half dry and the other green; and these
were in like manner placed by themselves. Others delivered
up their rods two parts green, and the third dry; and they
too were set apart. Others brought their rods two parts dry,
and the third green; and were also placed by themselves.
Others delivered up their rods less dry (for there was but a
very little, to wit, their tops dry), but they had clefts; and
these were set in like manner by themselves. In the rods of
others there was but a little green, and the rest dry ; and these
were set aside by themselves. Others came and brought their
rods green as they had received them, and the greatest part
of the people brought their rods thus; and the messenger
greatly rejoiced at these, and they also were put apart by
themselves. Others brought their rods not only green, but
full of branches ; and these were set aside, being also received
by the angel with great joy. Others brought their rods green
with branches, and those also some fruit upon them. They
who had such rods, were very cheerful ; and the angel him-
self took great joy at them ; nor was the shepherd that stood
with me less pleased with them.

I1. Then the angel of the Lord commanded crowns to be
brought : and the crowns were brought, made of palms; and
the angel crowned those men in whose rods he found the
young branches with fruit, and commanded them to go into
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the tower. He also sent those into the tower in whose rods
he found branches without fruit, giving a seal unto them.
For they had the same garment, that is, one white as snow ;
with which he bade them go into the tower. And so he did
to those who returned their rods green as they received them,
giving them a white garment, and so sent them away to go
into the tower. Having done this, he said to the shepherd
that was with me, “I go my way; but do thou send these
within the walls, every one into the place in which he has
deserved to dwell; examining first their rods, but examine
them diligently, that no one deceive thee. But and if any
one shall escape thee, I will try them upon the altar.” Having
said this to the shepherd, he departed. After he was gone,
the shepherd said unto me, ‘“ Let us take the rods from them
all, and plant them; if perchance they may grow green
again.” I said unto him, ‘““Sir, how can those dry rods ever
grow green again?” He answered me, “ That tree is a willow,
and always loves to live. If, therefore, these rods shall be
planted, and receive a little moisture, many of them will recover
themselves. Wherefore I will try, and will pour water upon
them ; and if any of them can live, I will rejoice with him;
but if not, at least by this means I shall be found not to have
neglected my part.” Then he commanded me to call them;
and they all came unto him, every one in the rank in which
he stood, and gave him their rods; which, having received,
he planted every one of them in their several orders. And
after he had planted them all, he poured much water upon
them, insomuch that they were covered with water, and did
not appear above it. Then when he had watered them, he
said unto me, “ Let us depart, and after a little time, we will
return and visit them. For He who created this tree, would
have all those live that receive rods from it. And I hope, now
that these rods are thus watered, many of them, receiving in
the moisture, will recover.”

III. I said unto him, “ Sir, tell me what this tree denotes?
for I am greatly astonished, that after so many branches have
been cut off, it seems still to be whole ; nor does there any
thing the less of it appear to remain, which greatly amazes
me.” He answered, “ Hearken! This great tree which
covers the plains and the mountains, and all the earth, is
the law of God, published throughout the whole world. Now
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this law is the Son of God, who is preached to all the ends of
the earth. The people that stand under its shadow, are those
which have heard His preaching, and believed. The great
and venerable angel which you saw, was Michael, who has
the power over this people, and governs them. For he has
planted the law in the hearts of those who have believed ;
and, therefore, he visits them to whom he has given the law,
to see if they have kept it. And he examines every one’s rod;
and of those, many that are weakened ; for those rods are the
law of the Lord. Then he discerns all those who have not
kept the law, knowing the place of every one of them.” I said
unto him, “Sir, why did he send away some to the tower, and
left others here to you?” He replied, “Those who have
transgressed the law which they received from him, are left in
my power, that they may repent of their sins: but they who
fulfilled the law and kept it, are under his power.” *But
who then,” said I, “are those who went into the tower
crowned?” He replied, “ All such as having striven with
the devil, have overcome him, are crowned; and they are
those who have suffered hard things that they might keep the
law. But they who gave up their rods green, and with young
branches, but without fruit, have, indeed, endured trouble for
the same law, but have not suffered death ; neither have they
denied their holy law. They who have delivered up their
rods green as they received them, are those who are modest
and just, and have lived with a very pure mind, and kept
the commandments of God. The rest thou shalt know when
I shall have considered those rods which I have planted and
watered.”

IV. After a few days we returned ; and in the same place
stood that glorious angel, and I stood by him. Then he said
unto me, “ Gird thyself with a towel, and serve me.” And 1
girded myself with a clean towel, which was made of coarse
cloth. And when he saw me girded, and ready to minister
unto him, he said, “ Call those men whose rods have been
planted, every one in his order as they gave them.” And he
brought me into the field ; and I called them all, and they all
stood ready in their several ranks. Then he said unto them,
“Let every one pluck up his rod, and bring it unto me.”
And first they delivered theirs whose rods had been dry and
rotten. And those whose rods still continued so, he com-
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manded to stand apart. Then they came whose rods had
been dry but not rotten. Some of these delivered in their rods
green ; others dry and rotten, as if they had been touched
by the moth. Those who gave them up green he com-
manded to stand apart ; but those whose rods were dry and
rotten he caused to stand with the first sort. Then came
they whose rods had been half dry and cleft ; many of these
gave up their rods green and uncleft. Others delivered them
up green with branches, and fruit upon the branches, like unto
theirs who went crowned into the tower. Others delivered them
up dry, but not rotten, and some gave them as they were before
half dry and cleft. Every one of these he ordered to stand
apart, some by themselves, others in their respective ranks.

V. Then came they whose rods had been green, but cleft.
These delivered their rods altogether green, and stood in their
own order. And the shepherd rejoiced at these, because
they were all changed and free from their clefts. Then they
gave in their rods, who had them half green and half dry. Of
these some were found wholly green ; others half dry ; others
green, with young shoots. And all these were sent away,
every one to his proper rank. Then they gave up their rods,
who had them before two parts green, and the third dry.
Many of these gave in their rods green ; many half dry; the
rest dry, but not rotten. So these were sent away, each to
his proper place. Then came they who had, before, their rods
two parts dry, and the third green: many of these delivered
up their rods half dry ; others dry and rotten ; others half dry
and cleft; but few green. And all these were set every one
in his own rank. Then they reached in their rods, in which
there was before but a little green, and the rest dry. Their
rods were for the most part found green, having little boughs
with fruit upon them; and the rest altogether green. And
the shepherd upon sight of these rejoiced exceedingly,
because he had found them thus: and they also went to their
proper orders. . :

VI. Now after he had examined all their rods, he said unto
me, “I told thee that this tree loved life : thou seest h'ovju:
many have repented, and attained unto salvation.” *“ Sir,
said I, “I see it.” “That thou mightest know,” saith he,
“that the goodness and mercy of the Lord is great, and to be
had in honour ; who gave His spirit to them that were found
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worthy of repentance.” I answered, “Sir, why then did not
all of them repent?” He replied, “ Those whose minds the
Lord foresaw would be pure, and that they would serve Him
with all their hearts, to them He gave repentance. But for
those whose deceit and wickedness He beheld, and perceived
that they would not truly return unto Him, to them He denied
any return unto repentance, lest they should again blaspheme
His law with wicked words.” I said unto him, ‘“Now, Sir,
make known unto me, what is the place of every one of those
who have given up their rods, and what their portion;
that when they who have not kept their seal entire, but
have wasted the seal which they received, shall hear and
believe these things, they may acknowledge their evil deeds
and repent ; and receiving again their seal from you, may give
glory to God, that He was moved with compassion towards
them, and sent you to renew their spirits,” “ Hearken!”
said he ; “they whose rods have been found dry and rotten,
and as it were touched with the moth, are the deserters and
betrayers of the Church; who with the rest of their crimes,
have also blasphemed the Lord, and denied His name which
had been called upon them. Therefore all these are dead
unto God ; and thou seest that none of them have repented,
although they have heard my commands, which thou hast
delivered unto them. From these men, therefore, life is far
distant. They also who have delivered up their rods dry, but
not rotten, have not been far from them ; for they have been
counterfeits, and brought in evil doctrines, and have perverted
the servants of God, but especially those who had sinned, not
suffering them to return unto repentance, but keeping them
back by their false doctrines. These, therefore, have hope;
and thou seest that many of them have repented, since the
time that thou hast laid my commands before them ; and
many more will yet repent. But they that shall not repent,
shall lose both repentance and life. ~But they that have re-
pented, their place is begun to be within the first walls, and
some of them are even gone into the tower. Thou seest,
therefore,” said he, “ that in the repentance of sinners there is
life ; but that for those who repent not, death is prepared.
VII. “Hear now concerning those who gave in their rods
half dry, and full of clefts. They whose rods were only half
dry are the doubtful; for they are neither living nor dead.
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But they who delivered in their rods not only half dry, but
also full of clefts, are both doubtful and evil speakers; who
detract from those that are absent, and have never peace
among themselves, and that envy one another. Howbeit, to
these also repentance is offered, for thou seest that some of
these have repented. Now all those of this kind who have
quickly repented shall have a place in the tower; but they
who have been more slow in their repentance shall dwell
within the walls; but they that shall not repent, but shall con-
tinue on in their wicked doings, shall die the death. As for
those who had their rods green, but yet cleft, they are such as
were always faithful and good, but they had some envy and
strife among themselves concerning dignity and pre-eminence.
Now, all such are vain, and without understanding, as contend
with one another about these things. Nevertheless, seeing
they are otherwise good, if when they shall hear these com-
mands, they shall amend themselves, and shall at my per-
suasion suddenly repent, they shall at last dwell in the tower,
as they who have truly and worthily repented. But if any one
shall again return to his dissension, he shall be shut out from
the tower, and shall lose his life. For the life of those who
keep the commandments of the Lord, consists in doing what
they are commanded, not in principality, or in any other
dignity. For by forbearance and humility of mind men shall
attain unto life, but by seditions and contempt of the law
they shall purchase death unto themselves.

VIII. “They who in their rods had one half dry and the
other green, are those who are engaged in many affairs of the
world, and are not joined to the saints. For which cause half
of them liveth, and half is dead. Wherefore, many of these,
since the time that they have heard my commands, have
repented, and begun to dwell in the tower. But some of
them have wholly fallen away; to these there is no more
place for repentance. For by reason of their present interests
they have blasphemed and denied God ; and for this wicked-
ness they have lost life. And of these many are still in
doubt : these may yet return ; and if they shall quickly rcpent
they shall have a place in the tower; but if they shall be
more slow they shall dwell within the walls; but if they shall
not repent they shall die. As for those who had two parts of
their rods green and the third dry, they have, by manifold
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ways, denied the Lord. Of these many have repented, and
found a place in the tower, and many have altogether departed
from God. These have utterly lost life. And some, being in
r doubtful state, have raised up dissensions: these may yet
return, if they shall suddenly repent, and not continue in their
lusts ; but if they shall continue in their evil-doing they shall
die.

IX. “They who gave in their rods two parts dry and the
other green are those who have, indeed, been faithful, but
withal rich and full of good things; and thereupon have de-
sired to be famous among the heathen which are without, and
have thereby fallen into great pride, and begun to aim at high
matters, and to forsake the truth: nor were they joined to the
saints, but lived with the heathen ; and this life seemed the
more pleasant to them. Howbeit they have not departed
from God, but continued in the faith; only they have not
wrought the works of faith. Many, therefore, of these have
repented, and begun to dwell in the tower. VYet others, still
living among the heathen people, and being lifted up with
their vanities, have utterly fallen away from God, and fol-
lowed the works and wickednesses of the heathen. These
kind of men, therefore, are reckoned among strangers to the
gospel. Others of these began to be doubtful in their minds,
despairing, by reason of their wicked doings, ever to attain
unto salvation; others, being thus made doubtful, did more-
over stir up dissensions. To these, therefore, and to those
who by reason of their doings, are become doubtful, there is
still hope of return ; but they must repent quickly, that their
place may be in the tower. But they that repent not, but
continue still in their pleasures, are nigh unto death.

X. “ As for those who gave in their rods green, excepting
their tops, which only were dry, and had clefts; these were
always good, and faithful, and upright before God : neverthe-
less they sinned a little, by reason of their empty pleasures
and trifling thoughts which they had within themselves.
Wherefore many of them, when they heard my words, re-
pented forthwith, and began to dwell in the tower. Never-
theless, some grew doubtful, and others to their doubtful
minds added dissensions. To these, therefore, there is still
hope of return, because they were always good ; but they shall
hardly be moved. As for those, lastly, who gave in their rods
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XI. And when he had ended his explications of all the rods
he said unto me, “Go, and say unto all men, that the y
and they shall live unto God : because the Lord beiny ﬁpeng
with great clemency hath sent me to preach repentagce 3;‘:
all, even unto those who, by reason of their evil-doin 4
deserve not to attain unto salvation. But the Lord will %s;
patient, and keep the invitation that was made by His Son.”
I said unto him, “Sir, I hope that all, when they shall hear
these things, will repent. For I trust that every one, acknow-
ledging his crimes, and taking up the fear of the 1’,ord, will
return unto repentance.” He said unto me, “Whosoever
shall repent with all their hearts, and cleanse themselves
from all the evils that I have before mentioned, and not add
any thing more to their sins, shall receive from the Lord the
cure of their former iniquities, if they shall not make any doubt
of these commands, and shall live unto God. But they that
shall continue to add to their transgressions, and shall still
converse with the lusts of this present world, shall condemn
themselves unto death. But do thou walk in these commands,
and thou shalt live unto God: and whosoever shall walk in
these, and exercise them rightly, shall live unto God.” And
having showed me all these things, he said, “I will show thee
the rest in a few days.”

THE NINTH SIMILITUDE.

The greatest mysteries of the militant and triumphant church
whick is to be built.

I. After I had written the commands and similitudes of

the shepherd, the angel of repentance, he came to me and
said to me, “I will show thee all those things which the
S
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spirit spake with thee under the figure of the church. For
that spirit is the Son of God: and because thou wert weak in
body it was not declared unto thee by the angel until thou
wert strengthened by the spirit, and increased in force, that
thou mightest also see the angel. For then, indeed, the
building of the tower was very well and gloriously shown
unto thee by the church ; nevertheless thou sawest all things
shown unto thee as it were by a virgin. But now thou art
enlightened by the angel, but yet by the same spirit. But
thou must consider all things diligently ; for therefore am I
sent into thine house by that venerable messenger, that when
thou shalt have seen all things powerfully, thou mayst not be
afraid as before.” And he led me to the height of a mountain
of Arcadia, and we sat upon its top. And he showed me a
great plain, and about it twelve mountains in different figures.
The first was black as soot; the second was smooth without
herbs; the third was full of thorns and thistles; the fourth
had herbs half dried, of which the upper part was green, but
that next the root was dry ; and some of the herbs, when the
sun grew hot, were dry ; the fifth mountain was very rugged,
but yet had green herbs ; the sixth mountain was full of clefts,
some lesser and some greater, and in those clefts grew grass,
not flourishing, but which seemed to be withering ; the seventh
mountain had delightful pasture, and was wholly fruitful ; and
all kinds of cattle, and of the birds of heaven fed upon it; and
the more they fed of it the better did the grass grow ; the
eighth mountain was full of fountains, and from those fountains
were watered all kinds of the creatures of God ; the ninth
mountain had no water at all, but was wholly destitute of it,
and nourished deadly serpents, and destructive to men ; the
tenth mountain was full of tall trees and altogether shady, and
under the shade of them lay cattle resting and chewing the
cud ; the eleventh mountain was full of the thickest trees, and
those trees seemed to be loaded with several sorts of fruits,
that whosoever saw them could not choose but desire to eat
of their fruit ; the twelfth mountain was altogether white, and
of a most pleasant aspect; and itself gave a most excellent
beauty to itself.

IL. In the middle of the plain he showed me a huge white
rock, which rose out of the plain; and the rock was higher
than those mountains, and was square, so that it seemed




Book 111.—Similitudes. 275
capable of supporting the whole world. It looked to me to
be old, yet had it a new gate, which seemed to have been
newly hewn out in it. Now that gate was bright beyond the
sun itself; insomuch that I greatly admired at its light
About that gate stood twelve virgins; of which four, that
sto_od at the corners of the gate, seemed to me to t;e the
chiefest, although the rest also were of worth ; and they stood
in the four parts of the gate. It added also to the grace of
those virgins, that they stood in pairs, clothed with linen
garments, and decently girded, their right arms being at
liberty, as if they were about to lift up some burthen ; for so
they were adorned, and were exceeding cheerful and ready.
When I saw this, I wondered with myself to see such great
and noble things. And again I admired upon the account of
those virgins, that they were so handsome and delicate ; and
stood with such firmness and constancy, as if they would
carry the whole heaven. And as I was thinking thus within
myself, the shepherd said unto me, “What thinkest thou
within thyself, and are disquieted, and fillest thyself with
care? Do not seem to consider, as if thou wert wise, what
thou dost not understand, but pray unto the Lord that thou
mayst have ability to understand it: what is to come thou
canst not understand, but thou seest that which is before
thee. Be not, therefore, disquieted at those things which
thou canst not see ; but get the understanding of those which
thou seest. Forbear to be curious ; and I will show thee all
things that I ought to declare unto thee: but first consider
what yet remains.”

III. And when he had said this unto me, I looked up, and
behold I saw six tall and venerable men coming; their
countenances were all alike: and they called a certain
multitude of men ; and they who came at their call were also
tall and stout. And those six commanded them to build a
certain tower over that gate. And immediately there began
to be a great noise of those men running here and there about
the gate, who were come together to build the tower. But
those virgins which stood ‘about the gate perceived that the
building of the tower was to be hastened by them. And they
stretched out their hands, as if they were to receive somewhat
from them to do. Then those six men commanded, that
they should lift up stones out of a certain deep place, and
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prepare them for the building of the tower. And there were
lifted up ten white stomes, square, and not cut round. Then
those six men called the virgins to them, and commanded
them to carry all the stones that were to be put into the
building; and having carried them through the gate, to
deliver them to those that were about to build that tower.
Immediately the virgins began, all of them together, to lift up
those stones that were before taken out of the deep.

IV. And they also who stood about the gate did carry
stones in such a manner, that those stones which seemed to
be the strongest were laid at the corners, the rest were put
into the sides: and thus they carried all the stones, and,
bringing them through the “gate, delivered them to the
builders, as they had been commanded ; who receiving them
at their hands, built with them. But this building was made
upon that great rock, and over the gate ; and by these the
whole tower was supported. But the building of the ten
stones filled the whole gate, which began to be made for the
foundation of that tower. After those ten stones, did five and
twenty others rise up out of the deep; and these were placed
in the building of the same tower, being lifted up by those
virgins, as the others had been before. After these, did five
and thirty others rise up ; and these were also, in like manner,
fitted into the same work. Then forty other stones were
brought up ; and all these were added unto the building of
that tower. So there began to be four ranks in the foundation
of that tower; and the stones ceased to rise out of the deep;
and they also which built rested a little. Again, those six
men commanded the multitude, that they should bring stones
out of those twelve mountains to the building of the same
tower. So they cut out of all the mountains stones of divers
colours, and brought them, and gave them to the virgins;
which when they had received, they carried them, and
delivered them into the building of the tower : in which when
they were built, they became white, and different from what
they were before; for they were all alike, and did change
their former colours. And some were reached up by the men
themselves, which, when they came into the building, con-
tinued such as they were put in. These neither became white,
nor different from what they were before ; because they were
not carried by the virgins through the gate. Wherefore these
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stones were disagreeable in the building ; which when those
six men perceived, they commanded them to be removed, and
put again in the place from which they were brought. And
they said to those who brought those stones, “ Do not ye
reach up to us any stones for this building, but lay them
down by the tower, that these virgins may carry them and
reach them to us. For unless they shall be carried by these
virgins through this gate, they cannot change their colours;
therefore do not labour in vain.”

V. So the building that day was done, howbeit the tower
was not finished ; for it was afterwards to be built : therefore
now also there was some delay made of it. And these six
men commanded those that built to depart, and, as it were,
to rest for some time ; but they ordered those virgins that
they should not depart from the tower. Now they seemed to
me to be left for the guarding of it. When all were departed,
I said unto that shepherd, “Sir, why is not the building of
the tower finished?” ¢ Because it cannot,” said hg, “be
finished until its Lord comes and approves of the building ;
that if he shall find any stones in it that are not good, t-he’}:
may be changed ; for this tower is built according to his will.
“Sir,” said 1, “ I would know what the building pf th1§ tower
signifies ; as also, I would be informed concerning this rock
and this gate, and concerning the mountains and the virgins,
and the stones that did rise out of the deep, and were not c1}11t,
but put into the building just as they came forth ; and why
the ten stones were first laid in the foundation; then the
twenty-five ; then thirty-five ; then forty? Also COPcem!:nrg;
those stones that were put into the building, and again ta tﬁe
out, and carried back into their 'placeP Fulfil, I p:la.ly, -
desire of my soul as to all these things, and nnamlfes:1 . ]tlhnou
me.” And he said unto me, “ If thou shalt not be dull, s

halt know all, and shalt see all the other things that are a
:,oahappen in ,thi*‘ tower ; and shalt understand cllhg_entlyt.;.tg
ese similitudes.” And after a few days, we came into th
;:.me place where we had satfbe{gre ﬁ oa;-ﬁdo??t i::lcll c‘i)nl::; ::13
“ Let us go unto the tower; for the 3 e bt A

amine it.” So we came thither, and found n ,
fr?rgins there. And he asked them whether tl}:et Il;t;:r:r (?1.:-1 éhl:;
tower was come thither? And they replied tha

there presently, to examine the building.
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VI. After a very little while I saw a great multitude of men
coming, and in the middle of them a man so tall, that he sur-
passed the tower in height. About him were those six who
before commanded in the building, and all the rest of those
who had built that tower, and many others of great dignity :
and the virgins that kept the tower ran to meet him, and kissed
him, and began to walk near unto him. But he examined the
building with so much care that he handled every stone, and
struck every one with a rod which he held in his hand: of
which some, being so struck, turned black as soot; others
were rough; some looked as if they had cracks in them ;
others seemed maimed ; some neither black nor white ; some
looked sharp, and agreed not with the other stones ; and others
were full of spots. These were the several kinds of those
stones which were not found proper in the building : all which
the Lord commanded to be taken out of the tower, and laid
near it, and other stones to be brought, and put in their places.
And they that built asked him from which of the mountains
he would have stones brought to put in the place of those that
were laid aside ; but he forbade them to bring any from the
mountains, and commanded that they should take them out of
a certain field which was near: so they digged in that field,
and found many bright square stones, and some also that were
round. Howbeit, all that were found in that field were taken
and carried through the gate by those virgins ; and those of
them that were square were fitted and put up into the places
of those that were pulled out: but the round ones were not
put into the building, because they were too hard, and it
would have required too much time to cut them; but they
were placed about the tower, as if they should hereafter be cut
square, and put into the building ; for they were very white.

VIL. When he who was chief in dignity, and Lord of the
whole tower, saw this, he called to him the shepherd that was
with me, and gave him the stones that were rejected and laid
about the tower, and said unto him, “Cleanse these stones
with all care, and fit them into the building of the tower, that
they may agree with the rest ; but those that will not suit with
the rest, cast away afar off from the tower.” When he had thus
commanded him, he departed with all those that came with
him to the tower: but those virgins still stood about the
tower to keep it. And I said unto that shepherd, ““ How can
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these stones, seeing they have been rejected, return into the
building of this tower?” He replied, “I will cut off the
greatest part from these stones, and will add them to the build-
ing, and they will agree with the rest.” And I said, “Sir, how
will they be able to fill the same place, when they shall be so
much cut away?” He answered, “ They that shall be found
too little shall be put into the middle of the building, and the
greater shall be placed without, and keep them in.” When
he had said thus unto me, he added, “Let us go, and after
three days we will return, and I will put these stones, being
cleansed, into the tower. For all these that are about the
tower must be cleansed, lest the master of the house chance
to come upon the sudden, and find those which are about
the tower unclean, and be so exasperated that these stones
should never be put into the building of this tower, and I
shall be looked upon to have been unmindful of my Master’s
commands.” When therefore we came, after three days, to the
tower, he said unto me, “Let us examine all these stones, and
let us see which of them may go into the building.” I answered,
“ Sir, let us see.”

VIII. And first of all we began to consider those which
had been black : for they were found just such as they were
when they were pulled out of the tower: wherefore he com-
manded them to be removed from the tower, and put by
themselves. Then he examined those which had been rough;
and commanded many of those to be cut round, and to be
fitted by the virgins into the building of the tower: so they
took them, and fitted them into the middle of the building;
and he commanded the rest to be laid by with the black ones,
for they also were become black. Next he considered those
which were full of cracks ; and many of those also he ordered
to be pared away, and so to be added to the rest of the
building, by the same virgins; these were placed without,
because they were found entire ; but the residue, through the
multitude of their cracks, could not be reformed, and there-
fore were cast away from the building of the tower. Then he
considered those that had been maimed ; many of these had
cracks, and were become black ; others had large clefts : these
he commanded to be placed with those that were rejected ;
but the rest, being cleansed and reformed, he commanded to
be put into the building. These, therefore, those virgins took
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up, and fitted into the middle of the building, because they
were but weak. After these, he examined those which were
found half white and half black; and many of those were now
black: these also he ordered to be laid among those that were
cast away. The rest were found altogether white; those were
taken up by the virgins and fitted into the same tower : and
these were put in the outside, because they were found entire ;
that so they might keep in those that were placed in the
middle, for nothing was cut off from them. Next he looked
upon those which had been hard and sharp : but few of these
were made use of, because they could not be cut, for they
were found very hard : but the rest were formed, and fitted by
the virgins into the middle of the building, because they were
more weak. Then he considered those which had spots ; of
these a few were found black, and these were carried to their
fellows. The rest were white and entire; and they were
fitted by the virgins into the building, and placed in the
outside, by reason of their strength.

IX. After this, he came to consider those stones which
were white and round ; and he said unto me, “ What shall we
do with these stones?” I answered, “Sir, I cannot tell”
He replied, “ Canst thou think of nothing then for these?”
I answered, “Sir, I understand not this art; neither am
I a stonecutter, nor can I tell any thing.” And he said,
“Seest thou not that they are very round? Now to make
them square, I must cut off a great deal from them ; howbeit
it is necessary that some of these should go into the building
of the tower.” I answered, “If it be necessary, why do you
perplex yourself, and not rather choose, if you have any choice
among them, and fit them into the building ?” Upon this he
chose out the largest and brightest, and squared them ; which
when he had done the virgins took them up, and placed them
n the outside of the building. And the rest that remained,
were carried back into the same field from which they were
taken : howbeit they were not cast away, “because,” said he,
“there is yet a little wanting to this tower, which is to be
built ; and perhaps the Lord will have these stones fitted into
this building, because they are exceeding white.” Then were
there called twelve very stately women, clothed with a black
garment, girded, and their shoulders free, and their hair
loose. These seemed to me to be country-women. And the
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shepherd commanded them to take up those stones which
were cast out of the building, and carry them back to the
mountains out of which they were taken. And they took
them all up joyfully, and carried them back to their places
from whence they had been taken. When not one stone
remained about the tower, he said unto me, ““ Let us go about
this tower, and see whether anything be wanting to it.” We
began, therefore, to go round about it ; and when he saw that
it was handsomely built, he began to be very glad : for it was
so beautifully framed, that any one that had seen it must have
been in love with the building : for it seemed to be all but one
stone, nor did a joint any where appear ; but it looked as if it
had all been cut out of one rock.

X. And when I diligently considered what a tower it was,
I was extremely pleased ; and he said unto me, “ Bring hither
some lime and little shells, that I may fill up the spaces of
those stones that were taken out of the building, and put in
again ; for all things about the tower must be made even.”
And I did as he commanded me, and brought them unto
him ; and he said unto me, “ Be ready to help me, and this
work will quickly be finished.” He therefore filled up the
spaces of those stones, and commanded the place about the
tower to be cleansed. Then those virgins took besoms, and
cleansed all the place around, and took away al! the rubbish,
and threw on water; which being done, the place became
delightful, and the tower beauteous. Then he said unto me,
“All is now clean: if the Lord should come to finish the
tower, he will find nothing whereby to complain of us.”
When he had said this, he would have departed, but I laid
hold on his bag, and began to entreat him, for the Lord’s
sake, that he would explain to me all things that he had
shown me. He said unto me, “I have at present a little
business ; but I will suddenly explain all things unto thee.
Tarry here for me till I come.” I said unto him, Sir, what
shall I do here alone?” He answered, “ Thou art not alone,
seeing all these virgins are with thee.” I said, “Sir, deliver
me then unto them.” Then he called them, and said unto
them, “I commend this man unto you till I shall come.” So
I remained with those virgins. Now they were cheerful and
courteous unto me ; especially the four, which seemed to be
the chiefest among them.
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XI. Then those virgins said unto me, “ That shepherd will
not return hither to-day.” I said unto them, ‘f Wha_t then
shall I do?” They answered, “Tarry for him till the
evening, if perhaps he may come and speak with thee ; but if
not, yet thou shalt continue with us till he does come.” I
said unto them, “I will tarry for him till evening; but if he
comes not by that time, I will go home and return hither
again the next morning” They answered me, “ Thou art
delivered unto us; thou mayst not depart from us.” I said,
“Where shall I tarry?” They replied, “Thou shalt sleep
with us as a brother, not as a husband; for thou art our
brother, and we are ready from henceforth to dwell with thee ;
for thou art very dear to us.” Howbeit I was ashamed to
continue with them. But she that seemed to be the chiefest
amongst them, embraced me, and began to kiss me. And
the rest, when they saw that I was kissed by her, began also
to kiss me as a brother; and led me about the tower, and
played with me. Some of them also sung psalms, others made
up the chorus with them. But I walked about the tower with
them rejoicing silently, and seeming to myself, to be grown
young again. When the evening came on, I would forthwith
have gone home, but they withheld me, and suffered me not
to depart. Wherefore I continued with them that night near
the same tower. So they spread their linen garments upon
the ground, and placed me in the middle ; nor did they any
thing else, only they prayed. I also prayed with them with-
out ceasing, no less than they ; who, when they saw me pray
in that manner, rejoiced greatly ; and I continued there with
them till the next day. And when we had worshipped God,
then the shepherd came and said unto them, “You have done
no injury to this man?” They answered, “ Ask him.” I said
unto him, “Sir, I have received a great deal of satisfaction in
that I have remained with them.” And he said unto me, “ How
didst thousup?” I answered, ““ Sir, I feasted the whole night
upon the words of the Lord.” « They received thee well, then,”
said he. I said, “Sir, very well.” He answered, “Wilt thou
now learn what thou didst desire?” I replied, “Sir, T will ;
and, first, I pray thee that thou wouldst show me all things in
the order that I asked them,” He answered, “I will do all as
thou wouldgt have me, nor will I hide any thing from thee.”

XII. “First of all, Sir,” said I, “ tell me what this rock and
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this gate denote.” “ Hearken,” said he ; “this rock and this
gate are the Son of God.” I replied, “Sir, how can that be,
seeing the rock is old, but the gate new?” * Hear,” said he,
“( foolish man ! and understand. The Son of God is, indeed,
more ancient than any creature ; insomuch that He was in
counsel with His father at the creation of all things. But the
gate is, therefore, new, because He appeared in the last days,
at the fulness of time ; that they who shall attain unto salvation,
may by it enter into the kingdom of God. You have seen,”
said he, “those stones which were carried through the gate,
how they were placed in the building of the tower; but that
those which were not carried through the gate, were sent away
into their own places?” I answered, ‘“Sir, I saw it.” “ Thus,”
said he, “ no man shall enter into the kingdom of God, but He
who shall take upon him the name of the Son of God. For if
you would enter into any city,and that city should be encom-
passed with a wall, and had only one gate, could you enter into
that city except by that gate?” I answered, “Sir, how could
I do otherwise?” ¢ As, therefore,” said he, “ there would be no
other way of entering into that city but by its gate, so neither
can any one enter into the kingdom of God, but only by the
name of His Son, who is most dear unto Him.” And he said
unto me, “ Didst thou see the multitude of those that built
the tower?” ¢ Sir,” said I, “ I saw it.” He answered, “ All
those are the angels, venerable in their dignity. With these
is the Lord encompassed as with a wall ; but the gate is the
Son of God, who is the only way of coming unto God. For
no man shall go to God, but by His Son. Thou sawest also,”
said he, “ the six men, and in the middle of them that vener-
able great man, who walked about the tower, and rejected the
stones out of the tower?” “Sir,” said I, “I saw them.,” He
answered, “ That tall man was the Son of God ; and those six
were His angels of most eminent dignity, which stand about
Him on the right hand and on the left. Of these excellent
angels none comes in unto God without Him.” He added,
“ Whosoever, therefore, shall not take upon him His name,
he shall not enter into the kingdom of God.”

XIII. Then I said, “What is this tower?” * This,” said
he, “is the church.” “ And what, Sir, are these virgins?”
He said unto me, “ These are the holy spirits ; for no man
can enter into the kingdom of God, except these clothe him
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with their garment. For it will avail thee nothing to take up
the name of the Son of God, unless thou shalt also receive
their garment from them. For these virgins are the powers
of the Son of God. So shall a man in vain bear His name,
unless he shall also be endued with His powers.” And he
said unto me, *“Sawest thou those stones that were cast away ?
They bore, indeed, the name, but put not on _thelr garment.::
I said, “Sir, what is their garment?” ¢ Their very names,
said he, “are their garment. Therefore whosoever beareth
the name of the Son of God ought to bear their names also;
for the Son of God also Himself beareth their names. As for
those stones,” continued he, “ which being delivered by their
hands, thou sawest remain in the building, they were clothed
with their power; for which cause thou seest the whole tower
of the same colour with the rock, and made, as it were, of one
stone. So also those who have believed in God by His Son,
have put on this spirit. Behold, there shall be one spirit, and
one body, and one colour of their garments: and all they
shall attain this who shall bear the names of these virgins.”
And I said, “Sir, why then were those stones cast away which
were rejected : seeing they also were carried through the gate,
and delivered by the hands of these virgins into the building
of this tower?” “Seeing,” said he, “thou takest care to in-
quire diligently into all things, hear also concerning those
stones which were rejected. All these received the name of
the Son of God, and with that the power of these virgins.
Having therefore received these spirits, they were perfected
and brought into the number of the servants of God ; and
they began to be one body, and to have one garment ; for they
were endued with the same righteousness which they alike
exercised. But after that they beheld those women which
thou sawest clothed with a black garment, with their shoulders
at liberty and their hair loose, they fixed their desires upon
them, being tempted with their beauty ; and were clothed
with their power, and cast off the clothing of the virgins;
therefore were they cast off from the house of God, and de-
livered to those women. But they that were not corrupted
with their beauty, remained in the house of God. This,” said
he, “is the signification of those stones which were rejected.”
XIV. And I said, “ Sir, what if any of these men shall re-
pent, and cast away their desire of those women, and Le con:
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verted, and return to these virgins, and put on again their
virtue ; shall they not enter into the house of God?” “They
shall enter,” said he, “if they shall lay aside all the works of
those women, and shall resume the power of these virgins, and
shall walk in their works. And for this cause there is a stop
in the building, that if they shall repent, they may be added
to the building of this tower ; but if they shall not repent, that
others may be built in their places, and so they may be utterly
cast away.” For all these things I gave thanks unto the Lord,
that being moved with mercy towards all those upon whom
His name is called, He sent to us the angel of repentance, to
preside over us who have sinned against Him ; and that He has
refreshed our spirits, which were almost gone, and who had no
hope of salvation, but are now refreshed to the renewal of life.
Then I said, “ Show me now, Sir, why this tower is not built
upon the ground, but upon a rock, and upon the gate? ” He re-
plied, “ Thou art foolish, and without understanding, therefore
thou askest this.” And I said, ‘“ Sir, I must needs ask all things
of you, because I understand nothing at all. For all your an-
swers are great and excellent, and which a man can hardly un-
derstand.” “ Hear,” said he; ‘‘ The name of the Son of God
is great, and without bounds, and the whole world is supported
by it.” “If, therefore,” said I, “every creature of God be
sustained by His Son, why should He not support those also
who have been invited by Him, and who carry His name and
walk in His commandments?” ¢ Seest thou not,” said he,
“that He does support them, who with all their heart bear
His name? He therefore is their foundation, and gladly sup-
ports those who do not deny His name, but willingly bear it.”

XV. And I said, “Sir, tell me the names of these virgins,
and of those women that were clothed with the black gar-
ment.” ¢ Hear,” said he, “the names of those virgins who
are the more powerful, and stand at the corners of the gate.
These are their names: the first is called Faith; the second,
Continence ; the third, Power ; the fourth, Patience ; the rest,
which stand beneath these, are Simplicity, Innocence, Chastity,
Cheerfulness, Truth, Understanding, Concord, Charity. Who-
soever therefore bear these names, and the name of the Son
of God, shall enter into the kingdom of God. Hear now,”
said he, “the names of those women who were clothed with
the black garment. Of these, four are the principal : the first
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is Perfidiousness ; the second, Incontinence ; the third, In-
fidelity ; the fourth, Pleasure. And the rest which follow are
called thus: Sadness, Malice, Lust, Anger, Lying, Foolish-
ness, Pride, and Hatred. The servant of God, which carries
these spirits, shall see indeed the kingdom of God, but he
shall not enter into it.” “ But, Sir, what are those stones
which were taken out of the deep, and fitted into the build-
ing?” “The ten,” said he, “which were placed at the foun-
dation, are the first age ; the following five-and-twenty, the
second, of righteous men ; the next thirty-five, are the pro-
phets and ministers of the Lord; and the forty, are the
apostles and doctors of the preaching of the Son of God.”
And I said, “Sir, why did the virgins put even those stones
into the building, after they were carried through the gate?”
And he said, “ Because these first carried those spirits, and
they departed not one from the other, neither the men from
the spirits, nor the spirits from the men ; but the spirits were
joined to those men even to the day of their death ; who if
they had not had these spirits with them, they could not have
been useful to the building of this tower.”

XVI. And I said, “Sir, show me this farther.” He an-
swered, “What dost thou ask?” “Why did these stones
come out of the deep, and were placed into the building of
this tower, seeing that they long ago carried those holy spirits?”
“It was necessary,” said he, “for them to ascend by water,
that they might be at rest. For they could not otherwise
enter into the kingdom of God, but by laying aside the mor-
tality of their former life, They therefore, being dead, were
nevertheless sealed with the seal of the Son of God, and so
entered into the kingdom of God. For before a man receives
the name of the Son of God, he is ordained unto death ; but
when he receives that seal, he is freed from death, and assigned
unto life, Now that seal is the water of baptism, into which
men go down under the obligation unto death, but come up
appointed unto life. Wherefore to those also was this seal
preached ; and they made use of it, that they might enter into
the kingdom of God.” And I said, “ Why then, Sir, did these
forty stones also ascend with them out of the deep, having
already received that seal?” He answered, ‘ Because these
apostles and teachers, who preached the name of the Son
of God, dying after they had received His faith and power,
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preached to them who were dead before ; and they gave this
seal to them. They went down, therefore, into the water with
them, and again came up. But these went down whilst they
were alive, and came up again alive ; whereas those, who were
before dead, went down dead, but came up alive. Through
these, therefore, they received life, and knew the Son of God :
for which cause they came up with them, and were fit to comé
into the building of the tower; and were not cut, but put
in entire; because they died in righteousness, and in great
purity ; only this seal was wanting to them. Thus you have
the explication of these things.”

XVII. I answered, “Sir, tell me now what concerns those
mountains, why they are so different; some of one form,
and some of another.” ‘“Hear!” said he; “these twelve
mountains which thou seest are twelve nations, which make
up the whole world. Wherefore the Son of God is preached
to them, by those whom He sent unto them.” “But why,”
said I, “are they different, and every one of a figure?” He
replied, “ Hearken ! Those twelve nations which possess the
whole world, are twelve people ; and as thou hast beheld these
mountains different, so are they. I will, therefore, open to
thee the meaning and actions of every mountain.” * But
first, Sir,” said I, “show me this: seeing these mountains are
so different, how have they agreed into the building of this
tower, and been brought to one colour; and are no less bright
than those which came out of the deep?” ¢ Because,”
replied he, “all the nations which are under heaven have
heard and believed in the same one name of the Son of God,
by whom they are called. Wherefore, having received His
seal, they have all been made partakers of the same under-
standing and knowledge ; and their faith and charity have
been the same; and they have carried the spirits of these
virgins together with His name. And therefore the building
of this tower appeared to be of the same colour, and did shine
like the brightness of the sun. But after they had thus agreed
in one mind, there began to be one body of them all: how-
beit some of them polluted themselves, and were cast off from
the kind of the righteous, and again returned to their former
state, and became even worse than they were before.”

XVIII. “How,” said I, * Sir, were they worse who knew
the Lord?” He answered, “If he who knows not the Lord
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liveth wickedly, the punishment of his wickedness attends
him. But he who has known the Lord ought to abstain
altogether from all wickedness, and more and more to be the
servant of righteousness. And does not he then seem to thee
to sin more who ought to follow goodness, if he shall prefer
the part of sin, than he who offends without knowing the
power of God? Wherefore these are indeed ordained unto
death ; but they who have known the Lord, and have seen
His wonderful works, if they shall live wickedly, they shall be
doubly punished, and shall die for ever. As therefore thou
hast seen, that after the stones were cast out of the tower,
which had been rejected, they were delivered to wicked and
cruel spirits; and thou beheldest the tower so cleansed, as if
it had all been made of one stone; so the Church of God,
when it shall be purified (the wicked and counterfeits, the
mischievous and doubtful, and all that have behaved them-
selves wickedly in it, and committed divers kinds of sin, being
cast out), shall become one body; and there shall be one
understanding, one opinion, one faith, and the same charity ;
and then shall the Son of God rejoice among them, and shall
receive His people with a pure will.” And I said, “Sir, all
these things are great and honourable ; but now show unto
me the effect and force of every mountain ; that every soul
which trusteth in the Lord, when it shall hear these things,
may honour His great, and wonderful, and holy name !”
“ Hear,” said he, “the variety of these mountains, that is,
of the twelve nations :—

XIX. “They who have believed of the first mountain,
which is black, are those who have revolted from the faith,
and spoken wicked things against the Lord, and betrayed the
servants of God. These are condemned to death ; there is no
repentance for them; and therefore they are black, because
their kind is wicked. Of the second mountain, which was
smooth, are the hypocrites, who have believed, and the
teachers of naughtiness; and these are next to the foregoing,
which have not in them the fruit of righteousness. For as
their mountain is barren, and without fruit, so also such kind
of men have, indeed, the name of Christians, but are empty of
faith ; nor is there any fruit of the truth in them. Neverthe-
less there is room left to them for repentance, if they shall
suddenly pursue it; but if they shall delay, they also shall be
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partakers of death with the foregoing kind.” I said, “Sir,
why is there room left to those for repentance, and not to the
foregoing kind, seeing their sins are well nigh the same?”
“ There is, therefore,” said he, ““to these a return unto life, by
repentance, because they have not blasphemed against their
Lord, nor betrayed the servants of God ; but by their desire
of gain have deceived men, leading them according to the
lusts of sinners; wherefore they shall suffer for this thing.
Howbeit there is still left them room for repentance, because
they have not spoken any thing wickedly against their Lord.

XX. “They who are of the third mountain, which had
thorns and brambles, are those who believed, but were some
of them rich, others taken up with many affairs: the bram-
bles are their riches ; the thorns, those affairs in which they
were engaged. Now they who are entangled in much business,
and in diversity of affairs, join not themselves to the servants
of God, but wander, being called away by those affairs with
which they are choked; and so they which are rich, with
difficulty yield themselves to the conversaticn of the servants
of God; fearing lest any thing should be asked of them.
These therefore shall hardly enter into the kingdom of God.
For as men walk with difficulty barefoot over thorns, even so
these kind of men shall scarcely enter into the kingdom of
God. Nevertheless there is afforded to all these a return
unto repentance; if so be they shall quickly return to it;
that because in their former days they have neglected to
work, in the time that is to come they may do some good.
If therefore, having repented, they shall do the works of
righteousness, they shall live ; but if they shall continue in
their evil courses, they shall be delivered to those women
that will take away their life.

XXI. “ As for the fourth mountain, which had many herbs,
the upper part of which is green, but the roots dry, and some of
which being touched with the heat of the sun, are withered ;
it denotes the doubtful, who have believed, and some others
who carry the Lord in their tongues, but have Him not in
their heart: therefore their grass is dry, and without root;
because they live only in words, but their works are dead.
These therefore are neither dead nor living, and withal are
doubtful. For the doubtful are neither green nor dry: that
is, neither dead nor alive. For as the herbs dry away at the
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sight of the sun, so the doubtful, as soon as they hear of per-
secution, and fear inconveniences, return to their idols, and
agan serve them, and are ashamed to bear the name of their
Lord. This kind of men then is neither dead nor alive ;
nevertheless these also may live, if they shall presently re-
pent: but if not, they shall be delivered to those women,
who shall take away their life.

XXII. “As concerning the fifth mountain, that is craggy,
and yet has green grass ; they are of this kind who have
believed, and are faithful indeed, but believe with difficul 3
and are bold, and self-conceited ; that would be thought to
know all things, but really know nothing, Wherefore, by
reason of this confidence knowledge is departed from them
and a rash presumption is entered into them. But they carry
themselves high, and as prudent men ; and though they are
fools, yet would seem to be teachers, Now, by reason of
this folly, many of them, whilst they magnify themselves, are
become vain and empty. For boldness and vain confidence
is a very evil spirit. Wherefore many of these are cast away ;
but others, acknowledging their error, have repented, and
submitted themselves to those who are knowing : and to all
the rest of this kind there is repentance allowed ; forasmuch
as they were not so much wicked as foolish and void of un-
derstanding. If these, therefore, shall repent, they shall live
unto God; but if not, they shall dwell with those women, who
shall exercise their wickedness upon them.

XXIII. “For what concerns the sixth mountain, having
greater and lesser clefts, they are such as have believed ; but
those in which were lesser clefts are they who have had con-
troversies among themselves, and by reason of their quarrels
languish in the faith: nevertheless many of these have re-
pented, and so will the rest when they shall hear my com-
mands ; for their controversies are but small, and they will
easily return unto repentance. But those who have the greater
clefts, will be as stiff stones, mindful of grudges and offences,
and full of anger among themselves. These, therefore, are
cast from the tower, and refused to be put into its building;
for this kind of men shall hardly live. Our God and Lord,
who ruleth over all things, and has power over all His crea-
tures, will not remember our offences, but is easily appeased
by those who confess their sins; but man, being languid,
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mortal, infirm, and full of sins, perseveres in his an i
man; as if it were in his power to save or to deg:tl;oa}g’l‘:?::t
But I, as the angel who am set over your repentance, ad.-
monish you, that whosoever among you has any such puriaose,
he should lay it aside, and return unto repentance, and the
Lord will heal your former sins, if you shall purge yourselves
from this evil spirit; but if ye shall not do it ye shall be
delivered to Him unto death. :

XXIV. “As for the seventh mountain, in which the grass
was green and flourishing, and the whole mountain fruitful,
and all kind of cattle fed upon the grass of it, and the more
the grass was eaten, so much the more it flourished ; they are
such as believed, and were always good and upright, and
without any differences among themselves, but still rejoiced
in the servants of God, having put on the spirit of these
virgins, and been always forward to show mercy to all men,
readily giving to all men of their labours, without upbraiding,
and without deliberation. Wherefore the Lord, seeing their
simplicity and innocence, has increased them in the works of
their hands, and given them grace in all their works. But I,
who am the angel appointed over your repentance, exhort you,
that as many as are of this kind would continue in the same
purpose, that your seed may not be rooted out for ever. For
the Lord hath tried you, and written you into our number;
and all your seed shall dwell with the Son of God ; for ye are
all of his spirit. okl )

XXV. “ As concerning the eighth mountain, in which were
a great many springs, by which every kind of all the. creatures
of God was watered ; they are such as have believed the
apostles which the Lord sent into the world to preach ; and
some of them, being teachers, have preached and taught
purely and sincerely, and have not n the least yielded to ang
evil desires, but have constantly wglked in righteousness a.tll1
eruth. These, therefore, have their conversation among the
angels. : inth mountain
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continue in this covetousness, have delivered themselves unto
death ; nor shall there be any hope of life for them. But if
they shall be converted, and shall discharge their ministry
sincerely, they may live. As for those which were found
rough, they are such as have denied the name of the Lord,
and not returned again to the Lord, but have become savage
and wild, not applying themselves to the servants of God ; but
being separated from them, have for a little carefulness lost
their lives. For as a vine that is forsaken in a hedge, and
never dressed, perishes and is choked by the weeds, and in
time becomes wild, and ceases to be useful to its Lord, so this
kind of men, despairing of themselves, and being soured, have
begun to be unprofitable to their Lord. Howbeit to these
there is, after all, repentance allowed, if they shall not be
found from their hearts to have denied Christ: but if any of
these shall be found to have denied Him from his heart, I
cannot tell whether such a one can attain unto life. I say,
therefore, that if any one have denied, he should in these days
return unto repentance ; for it cannot be that any one who
now denies the Lord can afterwards attain unto salvation :
nevertheless, repentance is proposed unto them who have
formerly denied. But he who will repent, must hasten on his
repentance, before the building of this tower is finished; other-
wise he shall be delivered by those women unto death. But
they that are maimed, are the deceitful ; and those who mix with
one another, these are the serpents that ye saw mingled in that
mountain. For as the poison of serpents is deadly unto men,
so the words of such persons infect and destroy men. They
are, therefore, maimed in their faith, by reason of that kind
of life which they lead. Howbeit some of them, having re-
pented, have been saved; and so shall others of the same
kind be also saved, if they shall repent; but if not, they
shall die by those women whose power and force they
possess.

XXVII. “For what concerns the tenth mountain, in which
were the trees covering the cattle ; they are such as have be-
lieved ; and some of them been bishops, that is, governors of
the churches: others are such stones as have not feignedly,
but with a cheerful mind, entertained the servants of God.
Then, such as have been set over inferior ministries, and have
protected the poor and the widows, and have always kept a
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chaste conversation ; therefore, they also are protected by the
Lord. Whosoever shall do on this wise, are honoured with
the Lord, and their place is among the angels, if they shall
continue to obey the Lord even unto the end.

XXVIII. “As to the eleventh mountain, in which were
trees loaded with several sorts of fruit; they are such as have
believed, and suffered death for the name of the Lord, and
have endured with a ready mind, and have given up their lives
with all their hearts.” And I said, “ Why then, Sir, have
all these fruit indeed, but yet some fairer than others?”
““ Hearken ! ” said he; “whosoever have suffered for the
name of the Lord are esteemed honourable by the Lord;
and all their offences are blotted out, because they have suf-
fered death for the name of the Son of God. Hear now why
their fruits are different, and some of them excel others. They
who, being brought before magistrates, and being asked, denied
not the Lord, but suffered with a ready mind ; these are more
honourable with the Lord. The fruits, therefore, that are the
most fair are these. But they who were fearful and doultful,
and have deliberated with themselves whether they should
confess or deny Christ, and yet have suffered, their fruits are
smaller, because that this thought came into their hearts. For
it is a wicked and evil thought for a servant to deliberate
whether he should deny his master. Take heed, therefore, ye
who have such thoughts, that this mind continue not in you,
and ye die unto God. But ye who suffer death for His name’s
sake ought to honour the Lord that He has esteemed you
worthy to bear His name, and that you should be delivered
from all your sins. And why, therefore, do you not rather
esteem yourselves happy? Vea, think verily, that if any one
among you suffer, he performs a great work. For the Lord
giveth you life, and ye understand it not. For your offences
did oppress you ; and if you had not suffered for His name’s
sake, ye had now been dead unto the Lord. Wherefore I
speak this unto you who deliberate whether ye should confess
or deny Him :—Confess that ye have the Lord for your God,
lest at any time, denying Him, ye be delivered over into
bonds. For if all nations punish their servants which deny
their masters, what think you that the Lord will do unto you,
who has the power of all things? Remove, therefore, out of
your hearts these doubts, that ye may live for ever unto God.
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XXIX. “As for the twelfth mountain, which was white ;
they are such as have believed like sincere children, into
whose thoughts there never came any malice ; nor have they
ever known what sin was, but have always continued in their
integrity. Wherefore this kind of men shall, without all
doubt, inherit the kindom of God ; because they have never,
in any thing, defiled the commandments of God, but have
continued with sincerity in the same condition all the days of
their life. Whosoever, therefore,” said he, ** shall continue as
children without malice, shall be more honourable than all
those of whom I have yet spoken; for all such children are
honoured by the Lord, and esteemed the first of all. Happy,
therefore, are ye who shall remove all malice from you, and
put on innocence ; because ye shall first see the Lord.” And
after he had thus ended his explication of all the mountains,
I said unto him, “Sir, show me now also what concerns the
stones that were brought out of the plain, and put into the
tower in the room of those that were rejected; as also
concerning those round stones which were added into the
building of the tower; and also of those who still continued
round.”

XXX, “Hear now,” says he, “concerning those stones
which were brought out of the plain into the building of the
tower, and placed in the room of those that were rejected ;
they are the roots of that white mountain. Wherefore,
because those who have believed of that mountain were very
innocent, the Lord of this tower commanded that they which
were of the roots of this mountain should be placed into the
building ; for He knew that if they were put into this building
they would continue bright, nor would any of them any more
be made black. But if He had added in this manner from the
rest of the mountains, He would almost have needed again to
visit this tower and to cleanse it. Now all these white stones
are the young men who have believed, or shall believe ; for
they are all of the same kind. Happy is this kind, because it
1s nnocent. Hear now, also, concerning those round and
bright stones : all these are of this white mountain ; but they
are therefore found round, because their riches have a little
darkened them from the truth, and dazzled their eyes:
howbeit they have never departed from the Lord, nor has
any wicked word proceeded out of their mouths, but all
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righteousness, and virtue, and truth. When, therefore, the
Lord saw their mind, and that they might adorn the truth, He
commanded that they should continue good, and that their
riches should be pared away: for He would not have them
taken wholly away, to the end they might do some good with
that which was left, and live unto God ; because they also are
of a good kind. Therefore was there a little cut off from
them, and so they were put into the building of this tower.
XXXI. “As for the rest, which continued still round, and
were not found fit for the building of this tower, because they
have not yet received the seal ; they were carried back to their
place, because they were found very round. But this present
world must be cut away from them, and the vanities of their
riches ; and then they will be fit for the kingdom of God. For
they must enter into the kingdom of God, because God has
blessed this innocent kind. Of this kind, therefore, none
shall fall away ; for though any of them being tempted by the
devil should offend, he shall soon return to his Lord God. I,
the angel of repentance, esteem you happy, whosoever are
innocent as little children, because your portion is good and
honourable with the Lord : and I say unto all you who have
received this seal, Keep simplicity, and remember not the
offences which are committed against you, nor continue in
malice, or in bitterness, through the memory of offences, but
become one spirit, and provide remedies for these evil rents,
and remove them from you, that the Lord of the sheep may
rejoice at it ; for He will rejoice, if He shall find all whole.
But if any of these sheep shall be found scattered away, woe
shall be to the shepherds; but and if the shepherds them-
selves shall be scattered, what will they answer to the Lord of
the sheepfold? Will they say that they were troubled by the
sheep? But they shall not be believed. For it is an in-
credible thing that the shepherd should suffer by His flock ;
and he shall be the more punished for his lie. Now I am
the shepherd ; and I especially must give an account of you.
XXXII. “ Wherefore take care of yourselves, whilst the
tower is yet building. The Lord dwells in those that love
peace ; for peace is beloved : but He is far off from the con-
tentious, and those who are full of malice. Wherefore restore
unto Him the spirit entire, as ye received it. For if thou
shalt give unto a fuller a garment new and whole, thou wilt
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expect to receive it whole again : if therefore the fuller shall
restore it unto thee torn, wouldst thou receive it ? Wouldst
thou not presently be angry, and reproach him, saying, I gave
my garment to thee whole, why hast thou rent it, and made 1t
useless to me? Now it is of no use to me, by reason of the
rent which thou hast made in it. Wouldst thou not say all
this to a fuller, for the rent which he made in thy garment?
If, therefore, thou wouldst be concerned for thy garment, and
complain that thou hadst not received it whole, what thinkest
thou that the Lord will do, who gave His spirit to thee entire,
and thou hast rendered Him altogether unprofitable, so that
he can be of no use unto his Lord ? For being corrupted by
thee, he is no longer profitable to Him. Will not therefore,
the Lord do the same concerning His spirit, by reason of thy
deed?” “ Undoubtedly,” said I, ““ He will do the same to all
those whom He shall find to continue in the remembrance of
injuries.” *“Tread not then under foot,” said he, * His mercy ;
but rather honour Him, because He is so patient with respect
to your offences, and not like one of you ; but repent, for that
will be profitable for you.

XXXIII “All these things which are above written, I the
shepherd, the angel of repentance, have shown and spoken to
the servants of God. If therefore ye shall believe, and hearken
to these words, and shall walk in them, and shall correct your
ways, ye shall live. But if ye shall continue in malice, and in
the remembrance of injuries, no such sinners shall live unto
God. All these things which were to be spoken by me, I
have thus delivered unto you.” Then the shepherd said unto
me, “ Hast thou asked all things of me?” I answered, “Sir,
I have.” “Why then,” said he, “hast thou not asked con-
cerning the spaces of these stones that were put in the build-
ing, that I may explain that also unto thee?” I answered,
“Sir, I forgot it.” “ Hear then,” said he, “ concerning those
also. They are those who have now heard these commands,
and have repented with all their hearts: and when the Lord
saw that thf:ir repentance was good and pure, and that they
should continue in it, He commanded their former sins to be
blotted out. For these spaces were their sins; and they are,
therefore, made even that they might not appear.”
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THe TENTH SIMILITUDE.
Of repentance and alms-deeds.

I. After that I had written this book, the angel which had
delivered me to that shepherd, came into the house where I
was, and sat upon the bed, and that shepherd stood at his right
hand. Then he called me, and said unto me, “I delivered
thee and thy house to this shepherd, that thou mightest be
protected by him.” I said, “ Yes, Lord.” “If therefore,”
said he, “thou wilt be protected from all vexations, and from
all cruelty, and have success in every good word and work,
and have all virtue and righteousness, walk in those com-
mands which he has given thee, and thou shalt have
dominion over all sin. For if thou keepest those commands,
all the lust and pleasure of this present world shall be subject
to thee; and success shall follow thee in every good under-
taking. Take, therefore, his gravity and modesty towards thee,
and say unto all, that he is in great honour and renown with
God, and is a prince of great authority, and powerful in his
office. To him only is the power of repentance committed
throughout the whole world. Does he not seem to thee to
be of great authority? But ye despise his goodness, and the
modesty which he shows towards you.”

IL. I said unto him, “ Sir, ask him since the time that he
came into my house whether I have done any thing disorderly,
or have offended him in any thing?” “I know,” said he,
““that thou hast done nothing disorderly, neither wilt thou
hereafter do any such thing; and therefore I speak these
things with thee, that thou mayst persevere; for he has given
me a good account concerning thee. But thou shalt speak
these things to others, that they who either have repented, or
shall repent, may be like-minded with thee ; and he may give
me as good an account of them also ; and I may do the same
unto the Lord.” I answered, “Sir, I declare to all men the
wonderful works of God ; and I hope that all who love them,
and have before sinned, when they shall hear these things, will
repent, and recover life.” *Continue therefore,” said he, “in
this ministry, and fulfil it And whosoever shall do according
to the commands of this shepherd, he shall live ; and shall have
great honour both here and with the Lord. But they that

U
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shall not keep his commands flee from their life, and are
adversaries unto it. And they that follow not his commands
shall deliver themselves unto death, and shall be every one
guilty of his own blood. But I say unto thee, keep these
commandments, and thou shalt find a cure for all thy sins.

IIL “ Moreover, I have sent these virgins to dwell with
thee ; for I have seen that they are very kind to thee. Thou
shalt, therefore, have them for thy helpers, that thou mayst
the better keep the commands which he has given thee; for
these commands cannot be kept without these virgins. And
I see how they are willing to be with thee; and I will also
command them, that they shall not at all depart from thy
house. Only do thou purify thy house ; for they will readily
dwell in a clean house. For they are clean, and chaste, and
industrious ; and all of them have grace with the Lord. If,
therefore, thou shalt have thy house pure, they will abide with
thee ; but if it shall be never so little polluted, they will im-
mediately depart from thy house; for these virgins cannot
endure any manner of pollution.” I said unto him, “Sir, I
hope that I shall so please them that they shall always delight
to dwell in my house, and as he to whom you have com-
mitted me makes no complaint of me, so neither shall they
complain.” Then he said to that shepherd, “I see that the
servant of God will live and keep these commandments, and
place these virgins in a pure habitation.” When he had said
this, he delivered me again to that shepherd, and called the
virgins, and said unto them, “ Forasmuch as I see that ye will
readily dwell in this man’s house, I commend him and his
house to you, that ye may not at all depart from his house.”
And they willingly heard these words.

IV. Then he said unto me, “ Go on manfully in thy minis-
try ; declare to all men the great things of God, and thou shalt
find grace in this ministry. And whosoever shall walk in these
commands shall live, and be happy in his life : but he that shall
neglect them shall not live, and shall be unhappy in his life.
Say unto all that whosoever can do well cease not to exercise
themselves in good works, for it is profitable unto them. For I
would that all men should be delivered from the inconveniences
they lie under. For he that wants, and suffers inconveniences
in his daily life, is in great torment and necessity. Whoso-
ever therefore delivers such a soul from necessity gets great
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joy unto himself. For he that is grieved with such incon-
veniences is equally tormented as if he were in chains; and
many upon the account of such calamities, being not able
to bear them, have chosen even to destroy themselves. He
therefore that knows the calamity of such a man, and does
not free him from it, commits a great sin, and is guilty of
his blood. Wherefore exercise yourselves in good works, as
many as have received ability from the Lord, lest, whilst ye
delay to do them, the building of the tower be finished ; be-
cause for your sakes the building is stopped. Except, there-
fore, ye shall make haste to do well, the tower shall be
finished, and ye shall be shut out of it.” And after he had
thus spoken with me, he rose up from the bed, and departed,
taking the shepherd and virgins with him. Howbeit he said
unto me that he would send back the shepherd and virgins
unto my house. Amen,
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