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Jews to all parts of Europe through the bitter in-
tolerance of the Roman Church. In some of the
countries where they settled Kabbalism took deep
root, but owing to the antipathy against the Jews
everywhere, the Christian Kabbalists found it neces-
sary to organise, or at least to hide the fact of any
connection.

Strangely enough, in England, although the Jews
had been banished, the new association of Christian
Kabbalists maintained direct relations with the Con-
tinental Jews, and at no time were exclusively Christian.

The first efforts for banding together the Christians
who accepted the Kabbalah resulted in movements
which used some sort of Cross as their Badge and were
under the advocacy of the Cross. There was, for
instance, the “Order of the Holy Cross,” which seems
to have been the model on which the “Order of the
Rosy Cross™ was formed.

At the end of the sixteenth century and the first
years of the next the Rosicrucians made their ap-
pearance in several parts of Europe, and in Germany
at least they traced their spiritual descent from an
obscure monk who was called ““Christian Rosy Cross.”

Their influence extended very far and had far-
reaching consequences. In 1614 there was the great
sensation produced by the appearance of the Fama
Fraternitatis, followed by many other pamphlets, and
now we discover that the Rosicrucians had a Ritual
of their own, the principal elements of which had
been borrowed presumably through the Order of the
Holy Cross and other allied bodies.

In that Ritual, as we have explained in the pre-
ceding pages, we may find most of the leading
features of Freemasonry—that is to say, of the genuine
Freemasonry of the second half of the seventeenth
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century, which is practically what is now called out
Supreme Degree, or, following the definition of our
Book of Constitutions, “the Third Degree, including
the Royal Arch.” There is, for instance, the Raising
or Rebirth, the Three Principal Officers, the Three
Steps of the Candidates, when the Presiding Officer
““strikes a violent blow” and all is dark. Thete is
the Keystone, a Vault with a number of objects dis-
covered in it, an Altar covered with a Plate of Metal,
on which are depicted certain symbols, the Word, the
Volume of the Sacred Law, and so forth.

The Badge of the ancient Kabbalistic Fraternity had
always been the 7a#, which they used to say was “the
signature of God,” ensuring immunity from harm
and danger; and likewise the Christian Kabbalists,
ot Rosicrucians, had for their Badge sometimes the
Tau, sometimes a Calvary Cross, sometimes a combina-
tion. In the long run, however, the 7Zax prevailed,
and it actually came down to us as the Badge of the
R.A. Companions.

Some people have imagined that the Rosicrucians
invented all this; but they were not a new Brother-
hood. They claimed that their Founder began to
organise Christian Kabbalists two hundred years
before, and now, in seeking to spread out, they pro-
duced testimonials from the Brethren of the Holy
Cross. They stated that the Rosy Cross followed the
school of the Christian Kabbalist Paracelsus, as if that
was an all-sufficient recommendation. Adam Hasel-
mayer, described as “a Knight of the Holy flross;’
thus spoke of the later Order. Paracelsus lived in
1493-1541, and therefore if the Rosy Cross conformed
to his teachings we must admit that it was not any-
thing newfangled.

But although the Rosicrucians pretended to be the
19
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same as the Order of the Holy Cross, it is evident that
they represented a new type of Christian Kabbalism.
The old Jewish Institution had passed away in Ger-
many; now there were at least two sorts of Christian
Kabbalists, and as both the Rose and the 7aw, the
anticipatory Cross, were Kabbalistic symbols, the
names of the two Orders were well justified. Hence
we need not be surprised to find that in England, too,
there were people that went by the name of Rosicros
who apparently had no connection with the Christian
Rosicrucians of Germany.

In England at least the Order had had no quarrel
with the Jewish Kabbalists, and actually maintained
relations with them ; for they believed that the system
was not antagonistic to any Religion, and was, in fact,
reconcilable with every form of monotheism. The
English Rosicrucians, therefore, adapted Kabbalism to
their own mental outlook, spiritualising its symbols
and giving it a different complexion than it had had
in the past. The time was bound to come, however,
when the people would lose sight of the fact that the
movement was only a Jewish school of thought which
they had misappropriated. And then the elimination
of Alchemy and Magia was bound to distinguish
the Order still more from the original. In the first
official documents of the Rosy Cross we may observe
that there is a spirit of compromise based on the new
turn which they gave to Alchemy and Magia.




CHAPTER XXII
MODERN DEVELOPMENTS

IN the beginning of the seventeenth century the Rosi-
crucians had created a great sensation by their bid
for the patronage of the learned of Europe; and then
there was a great expansion, in which presumably
all kindred societies participated. The Rosicrucians
were a mysterious Order; no one could locate it
unless he had a go-between, someone willing to
introduce him and to propose him as a candidate.
And we perceive that there were differences among
them. In Germany they were exclusively Christian,
whereas in England they were more liberal, holding
relations with non-Christians.

They cultivated the occult, but no one could find
out what they did in their meetings. They used to
put on an air of mystery, and they threw dust in an
outsider’s eyes. Some of them had been coquetting
with Alchemy, but in the middle of the seventeenth
century, when Alchemy was losing its popularity,
most of them were at pains to discard every trace of
alchemical connections. The Order still spoke the
language of the alchemists, but the words used were
interpreted in a spiritual way, just as the later Free-
masons did with the building operations, the tools
and materials. The Order was completely trans-
formed, and the word Freemason, adopted as a screen,
had considerable influence in moulding its later

Ritual.
201 .
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At length the historic Rosy Cross of the sixteenth-
century Manifestos was diversified and gave rise to
Freemasonry. In addition to the Freemasons, how-
ever, there remained some people who still adhered
to the old designation of Rosicrucians; we might
call them the traditionalists. But both the Freemasons
and the Rosicrucians presented the same baffling
problem: no one could tell whence their speculative
science had sprung. They might trace it to C..R.-.C.".,
or to the organisers of the ancient Masons’ Guilds,
but invariably they went back to the time of King
Solomon; it was something extremely ancient.

Obviously the new Rosicrucians were by no means
the same as the old Order of the Rosy Cross. They
lacked the sense of reality and the earnestness which
had characterised their predecessors. Their Ritual
had been more elaborate and more impressive. All
along, however, they boasted that the Order was of
an international character and cosmopolitan in spirit,
although in later times it was less so.

Craft Masonry was a further development of the
second half of the seventeenth century. Much erudi-
tion has been wasted on trying to find out how it
arose. All we can say here is that it was a purely
English product. At one time, in order to obtain
the secrets of the Acception, which were really the
secrets of the Rosy Cross, or as we would now say,
the secrets of Freemasonry, a man had to become a
Fellow of some Masons’ Guild; but with the decay
of the Guilds the secrets came to be conferred inde-
pendently of them; when to give to the fancy the
semblance of fact, the honorary degrees of “apprentice”
as well as “fellow” were accorded.

It was left to the Grand Lodge of London in 1717
to devise a scheme of Masonry in which for some
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years no other degrees were recognised but those two.
Some time after that date, however, a considerable
portion of the old historic Ritual was imported into
the system. And later still, when the English Craft
Masons entered into relations with the Freemasons
of Scotland, Ireland, and the Continent, several hybrid
types arose, and then a variety of so-called Degrees
began to compete for the pre-eminence. Then on the
Continent the name Rosicrucian still persisted, but the
hybrid bodies adopted the generic term of Freemason.
The first beginning of Craft Masonry takes us back
to Inigo Jones, who in 1607 formed an organisation
for his New Style Masons—that is, the superior stone
artists working under him. He raised their status,
and wanted them to have some sort of Society like
the Acception, which had been in operation from time
immemorial in connection with the London Masons’
Company. There is still extant the Old Charge com-
posed and written by him at that date. He was a
member of the Acception, and would naturally model
the new Society on that body. And as all the members
were stone masons, the ceremonies came to be limited
to the “Second or Sacred Lodge” connected with the
erection of Solomon’s Temple. It was then that the
conception of the Architect H.A. as “our Master™
became current; before then H.A. had only been one
of the Three Rulers who bore sway at the Temple of
Jerusalem. But the first ceremony for the admission
of an “apprentice” was invented by a Mason at Harwich
in the middle of the seventeenth century. Formerly
the initial act by which a man began his Masonic
career was his becoming a “Fellow” of the Guild in
which Speculative Freemasonry was practised.
Michzl Maier, who was a member of the Order
in Germany, visited this country, and he must have
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found out that English Rosicrucianism was of a
different type than that with which he was familiar.
English Rosicrucians were less aggressive than the
German, and less dogmatic, but he may have thought
that the soil was favourable to the spread of the
German Fraternity.,

In 1765 a Royal Arch Chapter comes into view in
London of a very remarkable character. Gould said
that it had been formed on the 12th of June of
that year, but Hughan called his attention to certain
portions of the Minutes Book ““which prove that the
date mentioned was not that of the origin of the
Chapter,” and Gould fully concurred with it. The
reorganisers of it were Atholl Masons, who happened
to hold the same views about the Royal Arch as
Dermott and his Antsents, together with some of the
Masons militating under the Grand Lodge of London
who somehow had been exalted, despite the fact that
their Grand Lodge had expressly and completely
repudiated all connection with the Royal Arch.

The oldest volume of the Records of this Chapter
contains its By-Laws, and the first line speaks de-
cisively on the derivation of the Royal Arch. It reads
as follows:—

“We, the Companions of the E.G. & R.C,
commonly called the Royal Arch, being this Twelfth
Day of June, 1765, in full Chapter assembled, having
duly considered and maturely deliberated on the present
state of the Chapter, have come to the following
resolutions, etc.”

The phrase “present state of the Chapter” shows
that this was not the date of its foundation. But the
most important point to notice is that “the Royal
Arch” was then considered to be the name for “the
Companions of the E.G. & R.C.” In the book
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Organisation of the Royal Arch C bapter Two Centuries
Ago we have shown that the appellation of R.A.
Chapter was used in 1725, so that in 1765 it was not
by any means new. Now, however, the Royal Arch
Masons themselves tell us quite frankly that “the
Royal Arch” is identical with the “R.C.”—that is,
the Rosy Cross—although the term Rosicrucians had not
yet become obsolete.

Moreover, they say that the Royal Arch included
the “E.G.,” which stands for “Excellent Grands.”
But who were these Excellent Grands? They were
the men who had presided at the previous ceremony,
the First or Holy Lodge, Moses, Aholiab, and Bezaleel,
who now became the Rulers of the Supreme Degree,
although their names were suppressed. Thus the cere-
monies of the First or Holy Lodge became the cere-
monies of the Royal Arch, used for installing Z.H.
and J., although the two sets of officers belonged to
different periods. This explains why it is that the
portions of Scripture read when our Principals are
installed refer to the worthies of the First or Holy
Lodge, and not to those of the Third Grand Original,
the historic characters of that post-exilic period when
the Temple of Jerusalem was rebuilt.

The Second or Sacred Lodge came in between the
two, but its ceremonies had been appropriated by the
Craft Masons, who commemorated nothing else, who
were so self-satisfied as to ignore every other type of
Masonry, the Royal Arch, the Mark, etc.

The Rosy Cross had been at work in England from
at least 1603, but in 1765, and presumably for a long
time before, was contrasted with Craft Masonry,
because the Masons had forgotten the rock whence
they were hewn, and could not realise that Cra.ft
Masonry was only a glorified trade ceremonial which



296 OUR ANCIENT BRETHREN

could scarcely be compared with the solemn rites of
the Vaulted Chamber.

We see, then, that there is evidence for saying that
the Royal Arch 1s but a continuation of the Rosy
Cross plus the essential elements of the First or Holy
Lodge. Alas, so few of the present-day Masons have
gone through the Chairs that most of our readers will
be unable to follow our argument intelligently. Nay,
so much of the Ritual is now being rendered in so
indifferent 2 manner, and so many of the Companions
are so slack and apathetic, that scarcely anyone has
the desire to rectify the archaisms, the glaring in-
accuracies, or the incongruities to be found in it.

Anyhow, the Chapter of 1765 marks the end of the
historic Rosy Cross in England. The Institution had
been fully described in 1710 by Sigmund Richter. In
the London Daily Journal in 1730 the readers were told
that the Craft Masons were only imitators of the
Rosicrucians. But the Rosy Cross had continued as an
Invisible Society, and now in 1765 it reappears under
the designation of the Royal Arch.

The Rosy Cross has been the half-way house
between Kabbalism and Freemasonry, and this be-
comes more and more evident as we press forward
in our investigation. The words now used in the
prayer of the Third Degree that the M.M.’s “may shine
as the stars for ever and ever,” recall the title of the
chief Kabbalistic manual § epher-ha-Zohar, which means
“the Book of Splndour” The French Hebrew
scholar, M. Isidore Loéb, has shown that this title
1s derived from Daniel xii. 3, Where we read: “They
that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firma-
ment.” The cultivators of the secret tradition of
Israel were always described as ““the Wise,” and their
learning was the “ Wisdom,” par excellence.
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In the Prologue of the Zokar we find Rabbi Eleazar
addressing Rabbi Abba in the mystic circle of Simeon
ben Jochai and his colleagues thus: “My Sabbaths
denotes the Circle and the Square within, etc.” And
the latest expositors of the Zobar, Messts Harry Spet-
ling and Maurice Simon (7Zhe Zohar, 1931), append
a footnote in which they say: “The Circle, Square,
and Point were used by the Kabbalists to symbolise
the Three highest Sefiroth.” This is interesting, be-
cause here we have Jewish theologians speaking as if
the Kabbalists had been Royal Arch Masons.

Let us remember again what Chambers’s Cyclopedia
stated in 1728: “There are certain Freemasons
who have all the characteristics of Rosicrucians.”
This is still largely the case in the United States, where
they have retained the Royal Arch Ritual of earlier
days. We are firmly convinced that the exposure of
that Ritual which appeared in U.S.A. in 1826 was
substantially the same Ritual which had been worked
from Colonial days. This view we sought to vindi-
cate in 7he Builder of St Louis some years ago. In
this connection we should remember that until 1777
the American Masons were also English folk who had
derived their Ritual from their motherland; and this
means that that Ritual was the same once used in
England as well. Indeed, our Bristol Brethren are
convinced that it was from that port that the Americans
obtained their Ritual. They evidently forget that the
semi-American Ritual used in the Province of Bristol
was once in use all over England. In the backward
American Colonies the Masons of 1777 were naturally
more conservative than those at home, and they there-
fore preserved a purer Ritual; subsequently the fact
that it was American was naturally a good reason for
sticking to it whatever changes were made in England.

/
J.J
N .
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The modern revivals of the Rosy Cross have been
due everywhere to German influence; and this ex-
plains why it has remained an essentially Clhristian
“Degree.” The German type of Rosicrucianism was
also always more or less alchemical; and again it is
for this reason that the Continental Rosicrucians have
always been addicted to Alchemy, at least to the
extent of using the language of the alchemists.

It has been said that in Germany the old Rosi-
crucian Order became extinct in 1746, when its leader,
Abraham von Brund, or Brun, died. But obviously
even when the Order ceased to function in its cor-
porate capacity, or as a national institution, some
individuals, or groups of individuals, may have
continued their activities, although there may now
remain little or no evidence of this. Indeed, a ““Re-
formation™ has been said to have taken place in 1777;
but we must look upon it as simply one of many
sporadic attempts made to revive it. From 1746 to
1777 there is an interval of only thirty-one years,
and therefore it bears out our supposition that the
Rosy Cross continued to work somewhat informally.

The modern Degree is known now, almost uni-
versally, by the French name of Rose Croix. This
seems due to the elements of 2 German revival having
been accepted in France in 1754, when an Order was
formed with its Council of Emperors of East and West
—a development which caught on. Originally it was
called the Rose Croix of Heredom, thereby acquiring
a very good reputation, because Heredom, the same
word as Harodim and Highrodiam, stood for the
ancient traditional Freemasonry. Needless to say,
the new organisation claimed extreme antiquity, be-
cause it was derived from that international Society of
- past ages; and, like the original German Rosenkreuts,
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which it copied, it had the merit of being de-
signed exclusively for Christians. This determined
that in future all neo-Rosicrucians should enjoy a
purely Christian Degree.

The name Heredom was a link with the genuine
Rosy Cross, whose Principals in the north of England
had always been called Harodim, although the term
had degenerated into Highrodiam, as, for instance, at
Swalwell. It was used in Scotland usually in the form
of Heredom, a name associated with Kilwinning.

General Rainsford, who was both a Craft Mason
and a Rosicrucian, being sent to France by the Grand
Lodge of London in 1785, found that the French
Masons of that period were puzzled by the Hebrew
name. He told them that Harodim, which means
“Rulers,” was a word belonging to the Kabbalah,
referring to the last of the Sephiroth, Alalkuth,
“Kingdom,” signifying “the Mountain of Initia-
tion.”

Waite assures us that the French Rose Croix, “1ts
clothing, its jewel, its entire mise-en-scéne, the char-
acters in which it is worked, are reminiscent of the
older Order.” This gives us occasion to say that we
do not despise modern Rosicrucianism; far from it.
Under certain conditions it might serve a good pur-
pose. Of the description which Sigmund Richter
gave us of the Order as he knew it in 1710, Waite
has said: ““Those who are acquainted with the broad
elements of the Secret Tradition in Israel and what
may be called its charter of transmission will see that
this Legend of Foundation is varied but slightly
therefrom; the Brotherhood of the Rosy Cross being
substituted for equally mythical keepers, such as the
Sons of Doctrine of the Zohar.” In other words,
he admits substantial historic continuity, and our claim
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of an historic connection with the Kabbalah, but treats
the whole business as a myth.

We are ready to believe that the newer revived
Order which reached France and led to such important
developments was but an imperfect copy of the older
one—imperfect in detail, faithful in aim; and what is
more important, it retained some of the Kabbalistic
elements, as our Royal Arch still retains them. The
German Rosicrucians now spread through the Con-
tinent, and there they competed keenly with the English
Craft Masons. Their Rite of Strict Observance had
a fine run all over Europe; the very name embodied
a protest against the extreme simplification of Craft
Masonry. Simultaneously the Elect Grades vied with
each other, eager to secure the field, but none of them
was so well patronised as the English Grand Lodge,
which therefore triumphed against the lot. The
multitude of Degrees, which were devised with the
most fantastic and extravagant claims, were bound to
neutralise each other, and in the end the world found
refuge in the English system, though diversified in
each country—a system which led inevitably to the
Royal Arch as the Supreme Degree.




POSTSCRIPT

Ir any reader has a criticism to offer, the author will
be pleased to receive it and if necessary to deal with
it in any future edition. His aim has been to throw
some light on the origin of Freemasonry; and this
he has done quite dispassionately, although at times
he has felt impatient at the dogmatic assertions and
the mystification of writers who had read much but
could not approach the subject with an unprejudiced
mind. We claim to have proceeded with an inde-
pendent criterion, and that at each stage we have
been guided by the evidence we had obtained. We
confess, however, that now, at the end of our explora-
tions, having come to the first beginnings of our
Speculative Science in England, with the fuller know-
ledge we have of the subject, we feel that our previous
works should be retouched. Still, if any of the
Brethren who promote Masonic Research will give
us their help, we shall do this. A severe critic, al-
though unable to adopt or to recommend any particular
theory of the derivation of Freemasonry, has been
pointing out that in our last work, dealing with the
Transition, there are misprints and defects. Let it
be said in plain English that we are fully conscious of
our shortcomings; but as stated, we are doing our
best to illuminate a subject which to most Masons of
to-day appears to be shrouded in obscurity and con-
fusion. And we need scarcely say that for us it Is a
great satisfaction to find that no one has attempted to
disprove our thesis, which in spite of everything

stands.
301
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