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s0 apt to make bulls, caid he believed it must be some-
thing in the air of Ireland 5 adding, that if an Englishman
b. were born there, he would probably do tie same.

201, A MIRACLE ENHANCED.

A painter, intending to describe the miracle of the

, fishes listening to the preaching of St. Antony of Padua,

C painted the lobsters stretching out of the water red; having

& probably never scen them in their native state. Being

5 questioned on this, and asked how he could justify his

; representing the lobsters as boiled, he extricated himself
i by observing, that the miracle was the greater.

% 205. THE METEMPBYCHOSTS,

A company were conversing on the subject of the doc-
trine of the transmigration of the son!. A person, poor
| in pocket and understanding, being desirous of display-
e ing his wit, said, he remembered himself the golden calf.
% ““ You have then,”” replied another, ** lost only the gilde

ing.

206. OYVER-CAUTIOUSNESS,

H-.l... 1 : : il 1|

An ignorant young spendthrift wishing to borrow
some money as privately as possible, was startled at
reading the beginning of the bond, *“ Know all men by

~these presents;” and declared his unwillingness to sign it,
as it must certainly come to his father’s ears.”

—— -

U

- 9207. ROYAL MODESTY.

~ King Cbarles I1. asked Stillingfleet, how it came

. about, that he always vead his sermons before him, when |

- he was informed he always preached without book else- |
- where, He told the king, that the awe of so noble an
audience, where he saw nothing that was not greatly su-
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perior to him, ‘but chiefly the seeing before him so great
and wise a prince, made him afraid to trust himself
- with which” answer the king was very well contented.
| *‘Bﬂégmy,”aﬂﬁ Stillingflect, *“ will your majesty give
~.me leave to ask you a question too?  Why do yonread .
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your speeches, when you can have none of the same rea-
sons i'—* Why truly, docter,” says the king, * your
question is a very pertinent one, and so will be my an-
swer. I have asked them so often, and for so much, that

I am ashamed to look them in the face.”

J08. NEW WAY TO INCREASE GAME,

The following advertisement is literally copied from
a Dublin paper, ¢ On account of the scarcity of game
on my mountains, I have ordered them to be poisoned
this season, therefore warn all persons not to shoot on

them.’’
200, EPISTOLARY BULL.

The wife of a Scotch laird being suddenly taken very
ill, the husband ordered a servant to get a horse ready
to go to the next town for the doctor. By the time,
however, the horse was ready, and his leiter to the doc-
tor written, the lady recovered ; on which he added the
following postscript, and sent off the messenger: * My
wife being recovered, you need not come.”

210. A SEARCH.

Cromwell was one day cracking a botfle with Treton,
Fieetwood, and St. John; thcy wanted to draw a
cork, when the corkscrew happened to fall under
the table, and they were all in search of it, but could
not find it. 1In the mean time, word was brought in,
that a deputation from the presbyterian churches waited
for an audience in the antichamber. * Tell them,” says
Cromwell, *“ that T am in private secking the Lord.”
When he bad, in this manner, dismissed the deputation of
the ministers, he made use of these words to his compa-
nions : *“ Those knaves think we were seckin ‘the Lord,
whereas, in trnth, we are only seeking the &?ﬁcraw."

211. PROFESSIONAL COMPLIMENT,

-y Quin being asked by a'-f.clel"gyman, who was not very

earncst in his profession, to go and hear him preach ;
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was asked by the parson on his return how he liked his

sermon ?  °* 8ir,”” replied he, *“ you are a bettsr actor
than I am.”

212. DEGREES OF COMPARISON.

An Irishman meeting an acquaintance thus accosted
him: ** Ah! my dear, who do you think I have just been
speaking to? Your old friend, Patrick ; faith, and he is
grown so thin, 1 hardly Kknew him: to be sure, you are

thin, and I am thin, but Ae is thinner than both of us put
togelher.” h

213. MATRIMONIAL DIALOGUE, WITH A CLIMAX.

Mrs. Souchong. I wish you would take me to Mar-;

gate, my dear.

Mr, Souchong. Ihad much rather not, my duck.

But why not, my love?

Because I don’t chuse it, my sweet.

Not choose it, my darling !

I can’t afford it, my precious.

Why not afford it, Mr. Souchong?

Because it is very expensive, Mrs. Souchong. |

Expensive ! why there is neighbour Jenkins and his
whole family there now, man,

Neighbour Jenkins is a fool, and his wife no better
than she should be, woman.

I think, however, you need wot go to abuse my friends,
sir. et - :

I shall not imitate the example of your friends, ma’ane
. Then if you won’t go, I will; that’s poz, husband !
And if yoy go, you don’t have 3 penny from me ; that's
poz, mfe. _ ; e, = >
** The force of language could no furthergo!”

e i

‘2&4;,, m.n'q ’QUES:I‘IONS SOLVED.
A parson, thinking to banter an honest quaker, asked
Rim, where his religion was before George Fox’s time,
 says the quaker, ¢ before

““ Where thine was _
T’qﬂ(}r’s time.—-APJ now thou hﬂ“‘“ been so t:ree 'Wl‘th me,"’”
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added the quaker, ““ priythee let me ask thee a question.
Where was Jacoeb going when he was turned of ten
vears of age ? canst thoutell that ?”’—*¢ No.’ said the par-
son, ‘“‘ nor you neither, I believé,”—* Yes I can,” re-
plied the quaker; *‘ he was going for eleven, was not

: hf”

215. 4 PRACTICAL BULL.

A worthy gentleman, living in Vauxhall-walk, had

the bell-wire of his door cut one night by some ine

ebriated persons returning from the garden. To pre~
vent the recurrence of a similar outrage, he ordered the

bell-hanger to place it ouf of reach.

2106, A LONG-BACKED HORSE.

- A sailorand two of his shipmates once wanted to 20
from Portsmouthto Petersfield ; when one staying behind,
desired the other two to proceed on foot, while he went
and hired a horse. 'When be cgine to the livery-stables,
the hostler brought him out a short-backed light gallo-
way, about fourteen hands high, *“ Zounds,” says Jack,
“ this will not do for me ; he is too short in the back ”—
¢ Oh, sir,” replies the ostler, “ he is the hetter for that.”

—* He will not de, I tell you,” returned the other: ‘ get

me a horse with a longer back, for I have fwo more fo
tgke up at the turnpike.” -

w 1
-

217. COMPLIMENTARY EPITAPHS.

-.'COIomel , Who made the fine fire-works in St.

James’s-Square, on the peace of Ryswick, being in com-

pany with some ladies, was admiring the epitaph on Mr,

Purcel’s monument : & e

““ He is gane to that place where alone his harmony can
‘* . be exereded k. & i

“';.,La!‘ca_lonﬁ],;”'said one ofthe ladies, ¢¢ the same epie-

taph might serye for you by altering only one word:
% Hels gone to that place where alone his fireworks can
it B exceeded,” -
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218. TWO OF A TRADE.

The celebrated actress, Mrs. Pritchard, having retir-
ed with her family daring the summer into a village,
took a fancy to see a play acted ina barn, She and her
company engaged one of the best and most conspicuous
seats in the little theatre. The scenes were made of
pasteboard, and the clothes such as the manager could
borrow or purchase. The orchestra was occupied by a
single fiddler. The actors, were uncelebrated, it is
true, but did their best. Mrs. Pritchard, instead of
taking up with such fare as the country afforded, laughed
so loudly and incessantly at the business of the scene, that
the country audience were affronted. Somebody pre-
sent happened to know the great actress ; and the fiddler,
asking her name, was told that she was the great Mrs.
Pritchard, of the theatre-royal in London. ¢ I will
give her a hint presently,” said Crowdero ; and immedi-
ately played the first tune in the Beggar’s Opera. :

“! Through all the employments of life, “
‘FBach neighbour abuses his brether,” &ec.
~ *“ Come, let’s be gone,” said Mrs. Pritchard, ‘¢ we are |
discovered ; that fiddler is clever:”” and as she crossed
over the stage to the entrance, she dropped Crowdero a
curtsey, and thanked him for his admonition. i

%
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- 219. THE COMPLIMENT RETURNED.
Alady of greataceomplishments visiting a man of wit, |
was much pleased with the display of his talents, and
complimented himon them at her departure. ‘ Madam,”

replied the bard modestly, “ I am only an instrument, |
and you have shewn your skill in playing on me.”, K

220. ORIGIN OF WHIGS.

Doctor Johnson, not long before his death, asked a 3
literary character of revolutionary principles, who |
was the first whig. “‘I can’t immediately recollect, sir,””
replied the gentleman. *‘ Then I'll tell you: the devil
was, and he got Kicked out of heaven for it,”

F
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991. THE STUDIOUS PRELATE,

A eountryman had often called at a certain bishop’s,
and was always told, that his lordship was at his studies,
and could not bedisturbed. ‘ I wish,” replied he at last,
¢¢ the king would never make folks bishops, who have not
finished their studies.”

222. A COCENEY’S SIMILE.

A citizen in the country, preparing to get into a boat
with the rest of his company, hesitated, and declared his
spprehension of being drowned, should any accident
happen; ‘‘ for I assure you, gentlemen,” said he, *“ 1
know no more how to swim than a goose.”

9223. VALUATION.

A young man was shewing a collection of his
poems to an eminent critic, who turned his eye over
some of them very quickly. ¢ They have cost me very
little labour,” observed the bard. ‘‘They have cost you
then,” says the critic, ‘‘ as muck as they are worth.”

924. DAY OF CEREMONY JN THE CITY.

The day that Mr. Atkinson stood in the pillory for per-
jury, the facetious Mr. Margray was asked by a country-
man, while he was standing at his door in Fleet-street,
what made such crowds of people flock toward the city ;
to.which he with his usual huihour replied, ¢ My friend,
itis a collar-day at the corn-exchange.”

225.. PUN ON A ROBBERY.

!

A thief, having stolen a cup out of a tavern, was pur-
sued, and a great mob was raised around him. A bye-
stander was asked, what was the matter. *‘ Nothing,”
rephe;d he: *““ & poor fellow has only taken a cup loe
much.”’ ; i AR '

]
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226. PUNCH IN DISGRACE.

Lord P , being one night at a puppet-shew,
was so struck with the pleasant - sallies of Punch,
that he resolved to purchase him, and gave Flock-
ton his own price for that merry wag. Next morn-
ing he wrote cards of invitation to his acquaint-
ance, requesting their company, as he had made ac-
quaintance with one of the merriest fellows he had ever
met, and that the choice spirit wounid take the chair pre-
cisely at four o’clock. 1In consequence of these invita-
tions his lordship had a numerous set of guests, and Punch
presided.  After the usnal ceremonies, all being seated,
his lordship was astonished, that the genius had not yet
opened his mouth, * Come, Punch,” said he,  say a
good thing.” Not a syllable in reply. “° What,” re-
sumed his fordship, “ are you so sulky for to-day? vou
were facetious enough last night.”  Stiil Punch remained
silent; whenat length, his lordship was so provoked and

enraged at the disappeintment, that he took Punch by the
collar, and kicked him down stairs.

.
[

L <21. A PRIME MINISTER’S MANUFACTURE.
' , Lord Thurlow, when lately at Scarborough, had an

interview with one of the workmen. ‘““What work is
this 2’ said his lordship. A pier,” answered the fel-

E ' low, ““ but not such as Mr. Pitt is famous at making.”
-

28, ADVANTAGE OF TIME,

A merry but poor man being laughed at for wearing

a short cloak, replied, It will be long enough before I
have done with 1¢.”’ | |

o

229, RBAR-BAR-0OUS PUN,

Bannister, senior, being at acoffee-house in St. Martin’s
Lane, over a howl of punch, in company with a friend,
Who was descanting on the attractiva charms of the har-
maid, said, he had often been tempted to court hery but

T

s .5 T T —
; e e R T R Sy o "

i e i —

T § e




ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF WIT. 61

“that she had been so much used to the bar, he was afraid

she was a bar-bar-tan. Being overheard by Miss Nancy,

r she replied, ¢ Pray, Mr, Bannister, mind your own bars,
(meaning the bars of music,) and I'll take care of mine.™

P

i 930. UNFORTUNATE EQUIVOQUE,

A woman being brought before a justice for keeping
| an house of ill-fame, denied the charge in the face of
many evident proofs. ¢ Imust commit you, woman,”
exclaimed his worship, very angrily ; ¢ you do keep a
brothel, and I will maintain it.”’—** Thank your wor-
ship,” replied the woman ; “‘ you were always one of my

: best friends.””

231. THE TRAGIC BARBER.,

A hair-dresser, in a considerable town, lately made an
unsuccessful attempt in tragedy, To silence an abun-
dant hissing, he stepped forward with the following
speech: *“ Ladies and gentlemen; yesterday 1 dressed
you; to night I Apdress you: and to-merrow, if you
please, T will rEdress you. While there is virtue in
powder, pomatum, and horse-tails, 1 find it easier to
make an actor than to be one. Five la bagatelle! 1 hope
I shall yet shine in the capital part of a beaun, though I
have not the felicity of pleasing you in the character of
an emperor,’’

932, AN ARTICLE AT FIRST-COST.

A woman of guality, advanced in age, loving a cour-
tier, gave him a considerable estate. A young and preliy
lady, heiress of the old one, disputed at law the validity

| ~ of the deed, which was however confirmed by a decree,
; The young lady said to him, on their leaving the court,
' ““ You have won this land very easily.”—** Madam,”” he
replied, * since you know what it cest, yeu shall have

it at the same price.” r

. 9238, NAVAL WEDDING,

A few daysago a sailor went to a church, a short dis-
tance from town, to be married. The clergyman, during
; G
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the ceremony, requested the bridegroom to kneel ; which
he positively refused, saying he never did, and never
would, worship a woman. Upon this the minister left the
church ; but the sailor called to him, saying, he would
kneel on one knee, which occasioned some curious alter-
cation ; but on his kneeling on one knee, and bending the

other a little, the ceremony was performed, to_ the no
small entertainment of all present,

934, CONSISTENCY.,

A lady’s age happening to be questioned, she affirmed
she was but forty, and called upon a gentleman who was
in company for his opinion : * Cousin,” said she, ¢ don’t
you believe Lam in the right, when Isay I am but forty
—** I am sure, madam,” replied he, ** I ought not to dis-

pute it ; for I have constantly heard you say so for these
ten years,”

230. APPEARANCES DECEITFUL.

A late member of the lower house, who was as often
the subject of ridicule with his friends for penury, as he
was distinguished in the world for his wealth, had once,
after much bating at a shop in the Strand, purchased a
waistcoat uncommonly cheap. The parcel being but
small, he rather chose to putit in his pocket, than give
the porter of the warehouse the trouble of carrying it to
his bouse. 1In his return, however, he was met by a
friend, who pressed him to step into the Cocoa-tree for
half an hour, to pick up the news of the day. They en-
tered the coffee-room arm in arm; and his companion,
whose curiosity, as to the parcel, had been excited by the
inconvenience he had felt from it in walking by his side,
Jocosely exclaimed, in the presence of half a dozen loun-
gers,”® What have you in your pocket ; your wife’s petti-
coat, orforeign dispatches?”” The gentleman, who was the
minister’s friend, far from being confused, exposed the
waistcoat ; related every circumstance of the bar-
gain ; and after descanting very audibly for several mi-

nutes on the high perfection of the Manchester manufac-

tures, vociferated, * Gan any thing be more reasonable ?

!
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Can any one conceive how they could let me have it so
cheap "¢ Very edsily,” replied a wit in company :
‘¢ they took you for one of the trade,”

r .
- | . 996. A DANGEROUS CASE. ;

| A surgeon being sent to a gentleman who had just receiv-
ed a slight wound in a duel, gave orders to his servant
to go home with all possible speed and fetch a certain
. plaster, The patient, turning a little pale, said, ¢ Sir,
I hope there is no danger.” — ¢« Yes, indeed is there,”
. answered the surgeon; ‘ for if the fellow don’t make

haste, the wound will heal before he returns,”

997. CLOCKS AND WOMEN,

Fontenelle being one day asked by alord in waiting, at
Versailles, what difference there was between a clock
and a woman, instantly replied, ** A clock serves to
point out the hours, and a woman to make us forget them.”

288. scOTCA NOBILITY.

Quin being asked if he had ever been in Scotland, and
how he liked the people, replied: ¢“1f you mean
the lower order of them, I shall be at a loss to answer
you 3 for I bad no farther acquaintance with them than
by the smell. As for the nobility, they are numerous;
+ and, for the most part, proud and beggarly, I remember,
h when I crossed from the north of Ireland into their

country, L came toa little wretched village, consisting

l | of a dozen huts, in the style of the Hottentols; the princi-
, ~ pal of which was an inn, and kept by an earl. I was

5 mounted on a shrivelled quadruped, for there was no
i ocertainty of calling it horse, mare, OF gelding 3 much
l like a North Wales goat, but larger and without horns.

The whole village was up in an instantto salute me 3 sup-
Eosing, from the elegance of my appearance, that I must

e some person of a large fortune and great family. The
earl ran, and took hold of my stirru while I dismount-
ed : then turning to his eldest son, who stood by us with«

a2
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out breeches, said, My lord, do you take the gentleman’s
horse to the stable, and desire your sister, lady Betty, to
draw hima pint of twe-penny ; for I suppose so great a
mon will ha’ the best liquor in the whol! hous.—1 was
obliged,” continued Quin, ‘¢ to stay here a whole night,
and to makeasupper of rotten potatoesand stinking eggs.
The old nobleman was indeed very complaisant, and
made me accept of his own bed. I cannot say that the
dormitory was the bestin the world; for there was no-
thing but an old box to sit upon in the room, and there
were neither sheets nor curtains to the bed. Lady Betty
was kind enough to apologize for the apartment, assuring
me, many persons of great degnaty had frequently slept
in it; and that tho’ the blonkets luked sae block, it was
not quite four years sin they had been washed by the

- countess her mother, and lady Matilda Carolina Amelia

Eleonora Sophia, one of her younger sisters. She then
wished me a geod night, and said, the viscount, her brga
ther, would take particular care to grease my boots.”

239. REQUISITES FOR GOING TO LAW,

A lady asked an old uncle, who had been an at.
torney, but left off business, what were the requisites
for going to law ; to which he replied : ‘¢ Why, niece,
it depends upon a number of circumstances. In the first
place, you must have a good cause. Secondly, a good
attorney.  Thirdly, a good counsel. Fourthly, good evi-
dence. Fifthly, a good jury. Sixthly, a goodjudge. And
lastly, good luck.”” i .

- 240. FATAL OPERATION.

A facetious character, whose talents of humour in pri-
vate companies were the cause of his being always a
guest in convivial societies, had, by late heurs and at-
tachment to the bottle, brought himself into a dropsy ;
insomuch that the faculty, one and all, agreed nothing
could save him but tapping. After much persuasion he
consented to the operation, and his surgeon and assistants ‘
arrived with the necessary apparatus. Bob was got
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out of bed, and the operator was on the point of intro-

ducing the trocar into the abdomen, when, as if suddenly

recollecting himself, he bid the doctor stop. ¢ What,

are you afraid?”’ says the surgeon. ¢“ No,"” says the

other, ** but upon recollection it will not be proper to
be tapped here, for nothing that has been fapped in this
house ever lasted long.” *

94]. ENCOURAGEMENT OF FRANKNESS.

Some years ago, says Richardson, in his Anecdotes
of Painting, a gentleman came to me (0 invite me to
his house : ¢ I have,” says he, ‘‘ a picture of Rubens,
and it is a rare good one. There is little H. the other day
came to see it, and says it is a copy. If any one says SO
again, I’ll break his head. Pray, Mr. Richardson, will
you do me the favour to come, and give me your real
opinion of it 27 |
‘ 949. RAISING THE DEVIL.

A mountebank once, as ’tis said, at a fair,

To make the wise gentry who crowded it stare,
Protested, in spite of the church’s decree,

That whoever chose it, the devil should see.

So uncommon a sight, who would ever forego 2

The devil seem’d in them, they all scrambled so.
When with mouth very wide, an old purse very long
Was held out by this sorcerer, and shook to the throng..
Good people! he cried, pray your eyes now unfold,

- And say, if within any thing you behold.

" When one, who stood nearest, replied with some gall,
What is there to see, where there’s nothing at all ?
Then, Ah! ’tis the devil, the wag said, I swear,

To open one’s purse, and to see nothing there.

943. CHECK TO EXTRAVAGANCE,

The manor of Winchendon (formerly the estate of the
‘Wharton family) is situated in a dirty part of the
county of Buckingham, where the soil is a very stiff
clay. Cibber, the laureat, who sometimes visited the
famous duke of Wharton at that place, was once in his

| 63
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coach with him, when it went very slowly through a deep
slough, Colley, with his usual vivacity and assurance,
said to his grace, *“ It is reported, my lord duke, that
you ran through your estate ; but it is impossible for you
to run through this.””

244, THE INNOCENT PHYSICIAN.,

A Persian author relates, that a lover was searching
every place for a good physician to prescribe to his mis-
tress, who was ill. He met a person who possessed a ta-
lisman, which enabled the possessor to see ghosts. On leok-
ing in it, he saw crowds of ghests about the door of one
physician, which had fermerly been his patients: several
others, though not so many, about the_door of another
doetor : at last, at one door, he saw only a single ghost,

He immediately called on the doctor, and, with many com-

pliments to hisskill and superior practice, desired his ad-
vice. ‘‘ My superior practice !”’ cried the doctor : ¢ why,
I never had.but two patients in my life.”

243. BETTER THAN NOTHING,

A Jack Tar, just returned from sea, met his old mess-
mate, Bet Blowsy. He was so overjoyed. that he deter-
mined to commit matrimony ; but at the altar the parson
demurred, as there was not cash enough between them
to pay the fees : on which Jack, thrusting a few shillings
into the sleeve of his eassock, exclaimed, ** Never mind,
brother, marry us as far as it will go.”

246. BOTTIING AND CORKING,

A comedian, who attended some time since to perform
at a benefit, wentto sleep in the green-room, before he
had dressed for his charaeter.. Bannister, who happened
to be present, immediately shook him, and exclaimed,
““.Why, you have been botiling your eyes.”—** I have

s0,”” said he, ‘“ and now I’ll go and cork my eyebrows.””

247. HONTING ON A WRONG SCENT.

The count de Grasse being wounded in the kaee with

B i veemy o oV
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a musket-ball, the surgeons made many incisions, Los-
ing patience at last, he asked them why they cut and
carved him so cruelly, ¢ We seek for the ball,” said
they. ““ Why did you not speak before?” said the

count : *“ I have it in my pocket,”’

9248, A MONARCH IN FAULT.

About the time when Murphy so successfully attacked
the stage-struck heroes, in the pleasant farce of The
Apprentice, an eminent poulterer went to a spouting
club in search of his servant, who he understood was
that evening to make his debuf in Lear; and entered the
room at the moment when Dick was exclaiming, *“ I am
the king,~—you cannot touch me for coining!”’—** No, you
dog ! cried the enraged master, catching the mad mo-
narch by the collar, ** but I can for not picking the ducks.”

249. cuT FOR CUT.
A gentleman at Paris amusing himself in the gallery of

“thePalais Royal, observed, while he was carelessly look-

inoe over some nambphlets at a bookseller’s shop, a suspi-
by l p b

“Rious fellow stood rather too near him. The gentleman

was dressed,according to the fashion of the times, in a coat
with a prodigious number of silver tags and tassels, upon
which the thief began to have a design;and the gentleman,
not willing to disappoint him, turned his head another
way, to give him an opportunity, The thiefimmediately set
to work, and, in a trice, twisted off seven or eight of the

- silver tags, The gentleman perceived it; and,gdrawing

ont a penknife, caught the fellow by the ear, and cut it
off close to his head. *‘ Murder! murder!’ cries the

thief. ‘¢ Robhery! robbery!’”’ cries the gentleman,
Upon this the thief, in a passion, throwing them at the

entleman, roared, ‘¢ There are your tags and buttons.™
—*¢ Very well,” says the gentleman, throwing it back in
the like manner, ** there is your ear.” '

250. S0 MUCH THE BETTER.
An envious critic was saying, that the play of Alzire
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was not written by Voltaire, * I am glad of it,”” an
swered a man of candour. ‘‘ Why ?”’ replied the oppo-

nent. *“ Because, if it be not, ”” rejoined the other, ‘‘ we
have one good poet more,”’

951. A ONE-EYED WAGER.

A man with one eye laid another man, that he (the one-

eyed person) saw more than the other. The wager was
accepted, *‘* You have lost,”” says the first 3 ‘‘ I can seg:

{wo eyes in your face, and you can see oply tme in mine.'”

- 252. DISCREET VALO‘UR.

A fellow hearmg the drums beat up for volunteers for l
France, in the expedition against the Dutch, imagined
~ himself valiant enough, and thereupon enlisted. Return-
ing, and being asked by his {riends, what exploits he had
done there ; he said, that he had cut off one of the enemy’s
_legs: and being told that it would have been more ho-
nograble and manly to have cut off his head : ‘f' Oh!”’ said
he, *¢ kis head was cut off before,”’ |

253. 'PAINTERS.

Sir Godfrey Kneller, who was principally eminent as
a portrait-painter. said, ‘* Painters of history make
the dead live, and do not themselves live till they be
dead; I pamt the livmg, and they make me live.”

254. ~ AN APOLOGY.

!
When lieutenant O’ Brien, called sky-rocket Jack, was '
blown up at Spithead, in the Edgar, he was saved on the [
carriage of a gun; and when brought to the admiral, all
black and wet, he sald ‘“ ¥ hope, sir, you will excuse my - “1
appearance in thls dlShdblllt‘: as I came away in such a .
hurry.” X
255, AN APPLICATION R, :

Sir William B—— being at a parish meeting, made
some proposals which were objected to by a farmer,
Highly enraged, *¢ Sir,”" says he to the farmer, ‘‘ do you
k,now., sir, thatl have been at the twa unwermtles gl

—¢ Well, sir. , said the farmer,** I had a calf that sucked




ENCYCLOP/EDIA OF WIT. 69
(wo cows, and the observation I made was, he only grew

. the greater calf for that.”

256, THE ROYAL RIVALS.

One evening, when the tragedy of Richard the Third
was to be acted, the poet oehserved a smart damsel trip
behind the scenes, and slily whisper to Burbidge (a fa-
vourite player, and an intimate of Shakspeare’s, who was
to perform the part of Richard) that her master had gone
out of town in the morning, that her mistress would be
glad of his company after the play, and that she begged
to know what signal he would use. *‘ Three taps on the
door, my dear, and "Tis I, Richard the Third,”” was the
answer of Burbidge. The girl decamped; and Shak-
speare, whose curiosity was sufficiently excited, followed
her steps till he saw her enter a house in the city, On

enquiry in the neighbourhood, he found that the ownerof
the mansion was a wealthy merchant, but superannuated,

and exceedingly jealeus of his young wife. At length
the hour of rendezvousapproached ; and the poet, having
given the appointed signal, ehtained instant admit.
tance. Nothing could equal the indignation of the lady

‘when she found herselfin the arms of a stranger. He

flattered and vowed ; she frowned and stormed: buat it
was not in woman to resist the soft elogquence of a Shak-

speare. In aword, the bard supplanted the player. The

representative of Richard appeared. No sooner had

- he given the appointed taps, than Shakspeare, putting
his head out of the windew, demanded his business.
“* "Tis 1, ’tis I, Richard the Third,” replied the impatient

Burbridge. *‘ Richard ?” rejoined the other: ““knave,

begone; know that William the Congueror reigued hefore

Eichard the Third.”

257. SIMILES ON A WIFE,

/A wife domestic, good, and pure,
Like snail should keep within her door 3
But not like snail, in silver’d track,
Place all her wealth upon her back.

i i
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A wife should be like echo true,
And speak but whenshe’s spoken to ;
But not, like echo, still be heard
€ontending for the final word.

Like a town-clock a wife should be
Keep time and regularity ;

But not, like clocks, harangue so clear
That all the town her voice might hear.

Young man, if these allusions strike,
She whem as bride you’d hail,
Must bejust like and just unlike
- An Echo, Clock, and Snail,

298. ECONOMY. |

A lady told her butler to' be saving of an excel-
lent cask of small beer, and asked him how it might be
best preserved. ¢ I knew no method so effectual, my
lady,”’ replled the butler, *° as ylacmg a barrel of good
-ale by it.’ b
259. SCOTCH BULL. L 5

A Scotch laird, whose estate in Armyleshlre is inter-
sected by the great military road constructed under
the direction of marshal Wade, erected on a conspicuous
part a stone with this inscription : |

““ Had you seen this road before it was made,
You’d lift up your hands, and bless marshal Wade.”

'260. RETALIATION.

One who had been a termagant wife, lying on her
death-bed, desired her husband, that as she had brought
him a fortune she might have liberty to make her will,
and bestow a few legacies to her relations, ‘¢ No,
madam,”’ says he, ** you have had your will all your lifew
time, and now I will have mine.” A

- #0906 s A WERLSH BULL

When sir John Davies, who was a Welshman, was 1R
Ireland, in the reign of James the First, he wrote a let-
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A ~ ter to the king in these words: ‘° Most mighty prince ;
the gold mine that was lately discovered at Ballycurry,
turns out to be a lead one.”’

202. SUSANNAH AND THE ELDERS.—AN ANCIENT EPIGRAN.

Fair Susan did her wifehede well menteine,
Algates assaulted sore by letchrous tweine.

Now, an I reade aright this antient song,

Olde were the paramours, the dame was yonge.
Had thilke same tale in other guise been tolde,
Had they been yonge, pardie, and she been olde ;
That, by Sainte Kit, had wroght much serer tryal:
Full marvellous, I wot, were such denyal. |

L | '
L W 5C P

203. PRUDENCE WITH GENIUS.

Burke had written a tragedy, which he shewed to his
friend Fox. Being asked by the latter if Garrick had
ever seen it; ‘‘ No,”” replied Burke ; *“ I have had the
folly to write it, but the wit to keep it to myself,”’

-264_.‘ A TURF BULL.,

At a race in the north, among other horses that started
for the plate one was called Botherum. An Irishman,
taking a fancy to the name, betted large odds in his fa-
vour, Towards the conclusion of the race, his favourite
happened to be in the rear of all ; on which Paddy ex-
claimed, *“ Ah! there he is: Botherum for ever ; see
how he drives them all before him.”’

269. ANOTHER.

A gentleman speaking of the Litchfield races in 1804,
observed they were very indifferent, for that all the
horses were distanced.

266. A DISTINCTION IN SYNONYMY.

A quaker being examined by a judicious counsel, as he
was retiring, another counsel on the same side asked him
a questiop which he did not like to answer. * I have

LART 1
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told all I know to the counsel,” said the quaker, * %
am counsel also,” answered the barrister. ** Thou may’st
be counsel also,”” replied the quaker, * but thou art not
sounsel Lke-wise.”’

267. APPROPRIATE TEXT.

A reverend geutleman being appointed to preach a
sermon before a society for the recovery of persons ap-
parently drowned, selected the following: **'Trouble
not yourselves about him ; the man is not dead.”

For a aéedding sermon, the reverend orator took part
of the story of Jephtha’s daughter: *‘ And she went on
the mountains bewailing her virginity.”

269. ANO';‘HER.

Mr. Sterne, the day after his marriage, took for his
text, “ We have toiled all night and caught nothing.”

9170. ANOTHER,

When Mr, Pitt went te Cambridge after his figst elec-
tion for the university, the sophs were naturally gaping
for the good things in his gift. The chaplain whe preach-
ed beforethe juvenile minister, took for his text : *“ There
is 2 lad here that hath two barley-loaves and three small
fishes, but what are these among so many ¥’

9271. CLERICAL BULL.

A ciergyman took occasion to reprove some of his
congregation for sleeping in church ; and observed, that
many arguments could not be necessary to show the enor-
mity of that effence, as it was not one of those sins
into which people might be drawn unawares, but one
which they must commit with ¢keir eyes open.

. 972. A DILEMMA. _ i

An archbishop of Strasburg marching once at the

head of a military foree, & countryman who met them

i L p— L} e l'_,"_.-‘ - TN T i TR . = Lo il ‘.i' e 8 " g 1 . dr‘; 'ﬂ-'\.l‘....-lii:'ll.l;l..‘-
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on the road, burst into a vielent fit of lauglter,
' <What do you laugh at, friend ?”’ said the prelate. ** Whys

please your eminence,” replied the fellow, * I cannot

but laugh to see an archbishop, a successor of the peace-
able apostles, marching at the head of a train of sol-
diers.”—** Aye,” returned the other, ** but I do not

i head these soldiers as an archbishop, but as a prince of

| Strasburgh.”’ At this the countryman laughed louder

than before, and on being asked the reason, replied,

«“ Why I am thinking, if tke prince of Strasburgh should

chanee to go to the devil, what will become of the
- archbishop 2°° |

: | | 273,  RANK.

A French nobleman, having a dispute with a simple
officer, addressed him in the following imperious style.
¢“ Remember, sir, who you are, and who [ am.,” The
officer, who knew that the marquis had attained rank and
fortune by means of the king’s having been partial to his
wife, immediately replied, ¢ 1f you go by that, my
lord, we are both of us what his majesty has been pleased
to malkeus; I an officer, and your lordship a cuckold.” .

| 974, ANTICIPATION,

A nabob in a severe fit of the gout told his physician
he suffered the pains of the damned. The doctor coolly
answered, “* What, already ?”’

275" THE WITTY SHEPHERD. ¢
- A proud parson and his man riding over a common, |
paw a shepherd tending his flock ; and having a new coat
“ on, the parson asked him, in a baughty tone, who gave
him that coat. ‘‘ The same,”’ szid the shepherd, ** that
clothed you-—the parish,”” The parson, nettled at this,
‘ode on murmuring, a little way, and then bade his man
 go back; and ask the shepherd if he would come and
- live with him, for he wanted a fool. The man, going il

~accordingly to the shepherd, delivered his master’s mes-

7, dre you going away then?’ said the shep-

yered the other. ‘¢ Then you may
"'"“""L.- T ' ' . ‘ ’
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'- # ot maintain three of us

A
ﬂ 976, NARCOTICS.

A judge, who shall here be nameless, being present at
the rc’)reauntutiuu of Pizarro, fell asleep in the midst of
Rollo’s specch to his troops. Mortifying as (his must
have been, Mr. Sheridan, with his usual good humour,
said, ** Let him sleep 5 Ae thinks he is on the bench,”’

o 21T ANTIQUATED DAMES,

Some philosophers digputing on the antiquity of the

~ world, a man of wit, tired with their tedious discussions,

said, *“ The world, like other old ladies, does not choose
to have her age discovered,”

ON8. SAPE PREDICTIONS,

Henry 1V, of France used to say of the fortune tel-
lers that predicted his death, ' These fellows must be

vight one day or another; and whenever it happens,
&‘ll take themselves for conjurors.’” v

219, ADVERTISEMENY EXTRAORDINARY,

~ T be disposed of, for the benefit of the poor
- widow, a blind man’s walk in a charitable ncighbour-
“hood, the comings«in between twenty-five and twenty-
six shillings a week, with a dog well'drilled, and a stafl

+ in good repair, A hapndsome Premlum will be ex-
pected, For further particulars, inquire at No, 40, Chis-
well-street,”’

280. A FRIENDLY ADVOCATE,

- The fat Stephen Kemble was one day met by a friend,
who told him he had just been with a person who spoke

ry contemptuously of his acting, ** In short,” added he,
e said you were not fit to carry guts to a bear,”—

& ¢ Well,” said Stephen, *“and did not you take my
# part’—*" Ohyes, I said you were,”" ~ el

1 1 L "ai ‘-‘*.
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Q81. A BLAZE. ”

The same great actor was one day mentioning in Coms
pany something he had done, for which he was likely to be
hauled over the coals, ‘* Then,” said Ralph Wewitzer, %

‘“allthe fal would be in the fire,”
| 982 . VERIFIED PREDICTIONS,

In a pamphlet printed in 1608, entitled, “ The penny~
legs Parlianment of threadbare Poets,” among several of
the thoughts that run in the form of predictions, are
the following. ** Some’ persons will then have such a
megrim in their eyes, that they shall hardly know another
man’s wife from their own: some, such smell in their
noses, that no féast shall eyer escape them : others, such a
palsy in their teeth, that they shall cat more than they
shall ever be able to paf for ; some, such a buzzing in
their ear, that they shall pever hear a creditor till he
claps them on the shoulder, Some shall be so consumed
in mind, that they shall not keep a good thought to bless
themselyes: some, so humourous in their walks, that
they shall never be able to step one foot from a fool,
Many gentlemen that sell land for paper, shall buy ”
nalty with repentance, Those that have ‘most gold,
ahuliy have least grace. Some that mean well shall fare
worge 3 and he that hath no credit shall have no commo-

dity,”

283, DEPRAVITY OF THE AGE, ~

A parson preaching on this subject, said, that “Jittle
children, who could neither speafe nor walk, were to be
seen running about the strects, cursing and swearing.™

984, AN ABUSE,

On a benefit-night at a country theatre, many of the
actor’s friends were let in by a private door before the

great doors were opened, When this was discovered, a

gentleman eried ont, ** It is a shame they should Bl the

house before any body gets in.” Gt Hod " i
i o b ISR

An e-mlneé; critic was regdiug a fine passage in Ho-
s % *
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mer to his friend, who was a mathematician, ¢ My
dear sir,”” replied the philosopher, *‘ what does all this

prove 2’
| 286 > |
230, A NICE DISTINCTION,
A person who had rendered himself obnoxious in

trade by all manner of roguery, was met upon.change by

a merchant who told him of some of his tricks with a
freedom the other did not relish; but, irritated at the
recital, asked, with some heat, ‘‘ Sir, do you call me a
knave ’—*¢ No,” replied the merchant, ¢ but I'll give

five guineas if you’ll find any man here who will say

yvou are an honest man,” | |
fos 287" a MATRIMONIAL BULL.

“Tn a Limerick papér; an Irish gentleman whose lady

had absconded: from him, cautions the public against
trusting her, (n these words ; ¢ My wife has eloped from-

me without rhyme or reason; and I desire no one will
trust her on my account, as I am not married to her.”

283. SUPERFLUOUS REQUEST,

Voltaire, having lampooned a nobleman, was one
night in his way home intercepted by him, and cudgelled
for his licentious wit; on which he applied to the duke
of Orleans, then regent; and begged him to do him justice,

o °° Sir,” replied the regent, smiling, ** it has been done al-
'z?'ready.” e j

989, LEISURELY PROCEEDINGS.

A Scotch physician walking in a gentleman’s gardens,
expressed hisadmiration at the rapid growth of the trees.
*“ Why, sir,”” says the other, ¢* please to consider, ¢tiey
have nothing else to'do.” g |

290. MODERATE VIEWS. 1

‘gentleman one day took occasion to speak of the
married state before his daughter, and ebserved, that she
who niarries does well, but she who does not marry does
better. *° Well then,” replied the young lady, ** I will
do well, let those who choose do better.” =

/
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201. MUTUAL AVERSIONS. . i

i

Sir John Trevor, whe for some misdemeanors had
been expelled the house of commons, one day meeting
with archb:slmp Tillotson, cried out, *° I hate to see an
atheist in: the shape of a charchman,”—* And B
plied the good bishop, ‘¢ hate to see a knave in a.ny
shape.” |

292. HOW DO YOU KNOW ¢

““ T'lI1 hold a crown,”” quoth Dick to Ned,

‘““ You often wrong your neighbour’s bed. "

‘“ And I,” says Ned, ¢“ will hold my life;

4 Eou alwaya had a tell-tale _ i‘b >
Tworbmom-sellers neeting in the street, one of them
asked the other how he cowld afford to andersell him,
é'stuff and make the brooms

or,”” said he, ‘“ 1 steal
i Why,“ replied the other, ** I steal them
ready-made.”’

R N e

myse]

294, < SPONSORS. & s
A country clergyman who used to exercise the chil-
dren of his parlshmners in saying their catechism, asked
a boy whom he mét one day, according.to the third ques-
tion of the church-catechism, *“ what “his godfathers and
godmothers did for him ?” The child, bemg thus ta e
“unawares, replied, ** I don’t know what they will du,__

but they have’done little enough for me yet,”

- 905, EQUIVALENTS,

A young fellow once came dancing, whistling, and
singing, into a room where old Colley Cibber sat cough-
ing and spitting ; and, cutting a caper, triumphantly ex-
claimed, ** There, you old put, what svould you give to
be as young as I am ?"”—** Why, yonng man,” replied
he, * I would agree to be al most as foolish.” }

296, Nt 70 sepOr ey T
M, Denzel Holles bad b&en very gross insulted
H3
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and falsely accused by Iveton the puritans upon which,
with becoming spirit, Holles demanded satisfaction.
Jdreton replied, that his conscience would not sufler
him to fight, His opponent, coolly crossing the room,
pulled him by the nose, saying, ** that if Mr. Ireton's
conscience would not suffer him to give gentlemen sa-
tisfaction, it should at least prevent him from' giving
them cause of offence.” 3

907. A MISTAKE CORRECTED, .

ippy of an officer being tried for an assault, the
Jeagainst him began, ** Gentlemen of the jury, .
18 sol W88\ dicr, sir i interrupted the defen-
atit, an-olicomy’—“ I ask your parden,’ said
the barrister : jen, gcentlemen, this o who
is no soldier,” | A
: 908. OUTRAGCEOUS ASSAULY. o
N In an Fdinhurgh newspaper, of’ the Oth of dn 906,
.' is. the following paragraph s *° An indictment has been
. preferved hefore the sherifl’ against a _ﬁ!‘&’ﬂﬁ_}lfﬂﬁ-?_ﬂdkﬁrIf(ll‘ *_
¥ a violent assault on tharee of the Royal Edinburgh ¥olun-
4 ¢ tr'CJ‘-ﬁ'.”__ | TRk e ik | |
| | 299. ADYANTAGE OF DEAFNESE,
' ﬂi Le Sige, the author of (il Blas, said, to console him-
weIf for his deafness, with his usual humour : ** When 1
' :(f""l‘{\:tu a company where 1 find a great number of
blockheads and babblers, 1 replace my ear-trumpet in
A - my pocket, and cry, Now, gentlemen, L dety you all.”
o ;»:* 500, LITERARY CONCESSION.
' ' - Ko ,ﬁtxl@hii) was tubing in a coflee-house some favour-
R T R T N S T S * g - :
fite air of an opera, to which he b(!-lust_ed (o |I€H:G gIvenl
p “the words,  Just at that time the real and well-known
Fﬂ'i author entered the room, A friend of his pointed to the
> coxcomb : ** See, sir, the professed author of the tavourite
wng"-‘i“ Well )? replied the otuer, * the gentleman |
iy made it, for 1 assure him [ found ng difliculty ¥y
B ‘g S :
Pe " ¥
Eﬁ.‘u::f - o |
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301, POINT OF CEREMONY.

Piron had a high respect for his character as a poct,
: At a great mau’s honse, a stranger stopped, that Piron
"’ might enter the room hefore him. ¢ Pags, sir,” said
the master of the house, *f he is onty a poet,”’—** As'my
ranle is mentioned,” replied Piron with vivacity, *° |
shall claim the precedence.”

302. SELFISHNESR,
appendage to his other establishment, wis upbraided by

a neighhouring oyster-monger as being ung@RErous and
selfish former replicd, * And why would not yoy
& |

- 308. wwrm § PLEA. ik

m ttorney ‘who had courted a lady, and obtained
(in'Mr, Windham's langnage) negative success, brought in
an.enormous hill for business he had daone for her, On
her demurrer to the charge, Brief said,*f Madam, I wished
to convince you that you would not have made an un-
prulitahlc mateh,”’ R f

$04. DISCORDANCIES,

did not suit him, Piron Kpew the faults of the prelate
and replied baughtily, ** My lord, nor do you swit your
dress,” ; e e
| 805, wAE LETTERS REVERSED, o &
Voltaire was a great admirer of the works of Metasta-
sin, Upon a new edition of thﬁ_,l_lqlran. poet couing
out a little before Yoltaire's deathy the ¥re ¢h bard,
avith his usual sprighthiness, cried out, w’?% '
name may be put down ficst in the list ol

. T

in spile of the a_!p/z_abat!”
806, ACCOMMODATION DECLINED.
The regent of France was s0 pleased with Voltaire's

\

|

A tavern-keeper who opened an oyster-shop as an.

Piron, coming out & a house, met a bishop enfering,
| who, obserying hiy rich dreks, told Piron, that his dress.

ﬁ
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tragedy of (Edipus, that he let him out of prison on
seeing the representation, and promised to provide for
him if he was prudent. ‘1 am much obliged to your

highness,” replied the poet, ¢ but I’l] provide my own
board and lodging.”

307, /- EVIDENCE OF SEDUCTION.

The father of a girl brought an action against a young
man for seduction; but the lawyer thought there were
not sufficient facts. Next day she and her father again
waited on the lawyer, when she said triumphantly,
** Another fact, sir ; he seduced me again this morning.”

. 308. INTERESTED COMPASSION,

The celebrated duke de Roclore (the favourite wit
and buffoon of Lewis X1V.) was in his person very far
from being agreeable; his countenance was rather
bidding, and his person was aukward. Another noble-
man, whose personal beauty was even inferior to tha;}:ﬁf
Roclore, having Killed his antagonist in a duel, applied
to the duke for his protection, knowing it was the
only'channel through which he could obtain a pardon.
The duke readily engaged in his friend’s interest, and
fairly rallied the Kking into compliance. After the
king had finished his fit of laughter, and given his royal
promise, he added, ° But, for heaven’s sake, Roclore,
what could induce you to be so strenuous in this inter-

cession ’—** I will tell your majesty : if he had suf-

fered, I then should have been the ugliest man in all

France.” 2
309, CONJUGAL ANTIPATHY.

The marriage of Mrs. Clive, the celebrated comedian,
with the counsellor of that name, was attended with
continual jars and squabbles, which, according to public
report, chiefly arese from the shrewish disposition of
- the lady. In a few months they parted, by mutual
consent, to the great satisfaction of the hen-pecked
counsellor ; who, upon his return soon after to his cham-
bers in Lincoln’s-inn, from the western circuit, finding

his washer-woman had pawned some of his linen ip his
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absence, dispatched his footman to engage anc'her per-
son in that capacity, whose honesty might be depended
upon., A laundress was soon found ; and, on her warting
npon Mr. Clive, while his man was counting out the
clothes to her, he made some inquirics, wiich oCv
casioned the good woman to give him an account of the
many respectable people she washed for 3 and a*ier men-
tioning the satisfaction she had given to several sorjeants,
benchers, and other limbs of the law ; ¢¢ Sir,’’ says she,
¢¢ T also wash for a namesake of your honour’s.”’—* A
namesake of mine?’—* Yes, an please you,” Says she,
¢¢ and a mighty good sort of a woman too, though she
be one of the player-folks.”—*¢ Oh! what, y@it wash
for Mrs. Clive the actress, do you?”’—‘ Xes indeed,
sir, and she is one of my best customers too,”’—** Is she
s0 2’ replied the counsellor; “ stop, Johns toss the
clothes into the closet again, Here, good woman, [am
sorryi:gu had this trouble; here is half-a-crown for you s
but you must not wash for me, for I will never suffer
my shirt to be rubbed against her shift any more as long

as I live.”
310. A COMPARISON,

A Scotchman boasting of the beanty of (lasgow, Dr,
Johnson asked kim drily, ‘¢ Did you ever happen to see
Old Brentford?’”’

311, COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE,
( An imitation of Chaucer. )

Righte welle by lerned clerkis it is said,
That womanhoode for manne his use was made 3
But naughity manne liketh not one or soe, |
But wisheth aye unthriftilie for mo ; -
And when by holy churche to one he's tied,
Then for his soule he cannot her abide. - g
Thus, when a dogge first lighteth on a bone,
His taile he waggeth, gladde thercof Zrown ;

- But if thilke bone unto his taile thou tie,
Pardie, he, fearing it, away doth flie,
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312. wWaRITFIELD AND THE SAILOR.

When Whitfield first went to America, observing,
during his voyage, the dissolute manners of the crew,
he invited them to one of his pious declamations,
and  took ‘occasion to reprehend them for their
loose manner of living.. ¢ You will certainly,” says
he, ** 20 to hell. Perhaps you may think I will be an
advocate for you: but, believe me, 1 will tell of all your
wicked actions.” Upon this one of the sailors, turn-
ing to his messmate, observed, ‘“ Aye, Jack; that’s just

the way at the Old Bailey ; the greatest rogue always
turns king’s-evidence.” | g <y A

313. ROYAL WIT.

A learned serjeant belonging to the Bloomsbury volun-
teers, who was more accustomed to let off squibs than
to fire muskets, on a field-day thought it would save
him some trouble if he ioaded two or three times before
he fired. The consequence was, that the musket gave
him such a shock, as not only to throw him, but the gen-
tlemen behind. him in the centre and rear ranks, on their
backs. Nextiday he attended the levee, when his ma-
Jesty 5 who had been told of the circumstance by one of

 the pages, said, * What, what, what, serjeant; one at
a e, serjeant! one at a time!” -

. 314, ANOTHER, 5

The king, iz one of his morning rides, noticed Mr,
Blanchard’s pretty house on Richmond-Hill ; and being
told it belonged to a card-maker; he observed, ‘“ What !

what! what! a card-maker! all his cards must have
turned up frumps.” |

315. AsIT HAPPENS,

- A plasterer and his boy being employed to whitewash
a house by the day, were so tedious, that tiring the pa-
tience of the owner, he one day asked the lad, in his
master’s absence, when he thought they would have done.

The boy bluntly replied, that his master was looking

tu_
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out for another job; and if he found one, they should
make an end of it that week, | .

316. ADVANTAGES OF TROUBLES,

When treated by Fortune in mode rather base,
How oft have you call’d me the strangest of men,

When the jilt unprovokedly frowns in my face, .
That I never look vex'd and frown at her agaii !

Tistrue, I’'m not placed at the top of luck’s tree ;
Nor is it my fate, at its foot to be thrown :

Because there are some who are higher than me,
Should I for that reason, sir, cast myself down ?

'Midst the storms of life’s ocean so long I’ve been bred,
And so oft’s been my fate its tornadoes to share,

That what some would perhaps as a hurricane dread,
Is as trifling to me as a cap-full of air,

Don’t you think, of the spirits that life may require,
Some portion of trouble may be an exciter ;

As we very well know that disturbing a'fire
Is the way that we makeit burn brisier and brighter?

317. EPISCOPACY AND PRESBYTERIANISM.

An innkeeper at St. Andrew’s, who kept the house
where the clergy dined, both before and after the Re-
volution, being asked what was the difference between
the one and the other, answered, *“ there was not much :
in the time of episcopacy, the dean used to call boldly for
a bottle of wine; afterwards the moderator whispered the
maid to fetoh a magnum bonum.”

: -~

318. A LADY’S VALUABLES, =

. 'When the duchess of Kingston wished to be re-
ceived at the court of Berlin, she got the Russian
‘minister there to mention her intentions to his Prus-
sian majesty 3 and to tell him at the same time, that
her fortune was at Rome, her bank at Venice, but that



84 ENCYCLOPZEDIA OF WIT.

her heart was at Berlin. Tmmediately on hearing this,
the King sarcastically replied, *“ I beg, sir, you will
give my mmplunmts to her grace, and inform her, that

Lam sorry we are ouly entrusted with the very wwat
part of he : property.”’ |

319. A FEMALE WIT. /

A gentleman was introduced to a lady who was a *
great tatler, as a man of learning. The lady talked in-
wasmltly, and was unconscious that no answer wag
given her, On praising the talents of the gentleman -
next day, hllﬁ was told, that this learned person was deaf
and dumo, .

320). BLENHEIM HOUSE.

See, sir, see, here’s the graud approach ;
‘This way is for his grace’s coachy
There lies the bridge, and here’s thc clock ;
Observe the lion and the cock,

The spacious court, the colonmlde, |

And mark how wide the hall 1s made.

JThe chimneys are so well design’d,

They never smoke'in any wind,

The gallery’s contriv'd for walkmg,

The windows, to retire and talk in ;

The council-chamber for debate,

And all the rest are rooms of state,—
Thanks, sir, eried I ; “tis very fine:
- But where d’ye sleep, or where d’ye dine ?
I find, by all you have been telling,

Thisis a house, but not a dwelling.

3"1 SIMILE.

A conversation turning on the little attention paid te
men of lefters by persons in high gituations, ** Ah!” says

a person P“’ﬂﬁnt; ‘“ they are as afrdid of a man of wit,
as a thief is of a reflecting lamnp.”’

322, A FOWL PUN.

: When Swift was at bis living at Laracor, a sale took
place of a farmer’s stock in the - parish, The doctor

chanced to “alk past just as a pen of pqultry had

"
I — - . — o e —

= -\.‘Mql-'-"—h'-'lﬂ'-”#h i — s



ENCYCLOPZLDIA OF WIT. 25

F been put up, His celebrated clerk, Roger Cox, Did for
| them, and was overbid by a farmer named Halch.
‘“ What, Roger, won’t you buy the poultry "’ exclaimed
Swift, o No, a:r " said Roger, 1 see they ‘are Just

going lo Hatm

|

i

J .
:

23, MODERN THEATRES,

~ There is smncth‘iug very refined in the contrivance and
structure of our modern theatres, First the pif is sunk -
below the stage, that whatever weighly matter shall be
delivered thence, be it leud or geld, may fall plump into
the jaws of the crmf_s which stand ready opened to de-
,. vour them, Then the ba.rcs are built round, and raised to
g a level with the seene, in deference to the ladies 3 because
' that large portion of art laid out in raising pruriencies and
protuberances is observed to run much ou a line, and ever
in a circle. The whining passions and little starved con-
ceits are gently wafted up by their own levity to the mid-
dle region, and are frozen by the frigid understanding of
its mhahltants Bembast and hufloonery, by nature
lofty and light ; soar highest of all ; and would be lost in
the roof, if the prudvnt .1rclntcct had wnot, with wmuch
foresight, contrived for them a fourth’ pluce, called the
twelve-p nny gallery, and there planted a suitable colony,
who greedily intercept them in their passage.

324, WMUYUAL FEARS,

A man being asked by his neighbour, how his sick
wife did, answered: ** Indeed, nmghhnur the case
is pitiful ; my wife fears she shall die, and I fear she w:ll

',_ | nol, which makes a most disconsolate Imusc
895. A POACHER’S PUN.

A poacher was carried before a magistrate, upon a
charge of killing game unlawfully in a nobleman’s park,
where he was caught in the fact, Being asked “what he
had to say in his defence, and what proof he counld bLring
to supportit, he replied, ** May it pleage your worship,
I know and confess that I was f'ound in his lordship’s
park, as the witness has told you s but I ¢an bring the
whole parish 1(1 prove, that, for the last thirty years,

this has becu my manner,”
i
| I
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3206,  EXTENSIVE DEALINGS,

A gentleman crossing the Strand, was applied to by a.
man who sweeps the cross-ways for charity. The gen~
tleman replied, * T am going a little further, and will
remember you when I return,”’—*¢ Please your honour,>”

says the man, ““ it is unknown the credit I give in this

way.”’
327. THE REMONSTRANCE.

. When first I attempted your pity to move,
Ah! why were you deaf to my pray’rs ?
Perhaps it was right to dissemble your love,
But why did you kick me down stairs 2
328. ADVANTAGE OF DEAR TIMES.
When- coals were extremely dear, a gentleman, meeﬁns
nis coal-merchant, accosted him with * Well, my 200
sir, how are coals ?’—*¢ Indeed, sir,” replied he, ** coals

are coals now.”’—‘“ [ amn glad to hear it,” returned the
gentleman, °* for the last you sent me were half slates.”’

329. ON THE SHUTTING UP OF SERJEANTS’ INN CHAPEL,

- Our old-fashion’d judges, who, like other men,

Had sins to deplore,said their prayers new and then :
Nay, a chapel they open'd, where each in his pew [due.
Heard their preachers expound, and then paid them their
But our new-fashion’d judges, in law and decorum

So superior to all who wore ermine before ’em,

Are so much more religious to boot, ’tis agreed

‘They’ve no sins to deplore, and no orisons need.

Let barristers kneel down and plead for their souls,

At Lincoln’s Inn chapel, or that of the Rolls;

~But their lordships maintain 'tis sufficient for them,

To pray for the souls of the rogues they condemn ;

And since none of those, whom they zealously strive
To commend in their prayers, ever afterwards thrive,
To pray for themselves they discreetly forbear,

And have piously shut up their own house of prayer.
Thus Pug, when the cat’s paw was burnt to the bone,
Ate his chesnuts, but singed not a hair of his own.

A IR T
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830. THE ABLE DECYPHERER. 7
' 5
A person went to a scribe and desired him to write 2 i
letter for him ; butthe other excused himself, havingasore A
foot. ‘¢ Whathas that to do with it 7’ said the man: *‘ 1 7
don’t want you to carry it.”’—*¢ Perhaps not,” replied 'y
he ; ‘¢ but when I write a letter for any one, I am always &
f.i

sent for to read it, as nobody else can make it ou &
This man might with truth be called, though an able de-

cypherer, only a lame writer.

83]1. AN ANTIQUARY DISAPPOINTED,

3
An antiquary travelling in Wales, observed a stone %
standing erect, and which he thought must have either

4

been Druidical or Roman, He asked his guide why it
was erected. The Welch cicerone answered, ** For the

ealtle to rub themselves against.”
-~ 8%2. NOCHEAP SPENCERS.

Wewitzer, having given orders to his taylor for a :
spencer, asked how much it would cost. ** 1 cannot,” 3
answered Snip,‘¢ say exactly ; but to you, be assured, sir, :
it will come very low.”’—** Then,” said the wit,** it well :

not be a spencer.”

933. A CLASSICAL PUN,

Lord North happening to meet with an acgquaintance,
whose affairs had gone into disorder, the latter told him
that he had sold off all bis moveables. ¢“ And what,” said
his lordship, ¢ bave you done with your mare ?”—** 1
have sold her too,”—¢* Then,’ said the other, ** you

have not attended to Horace's maxims
EouAm memento 1ebus in arduis
Servare.”’ e
334, A VICE-REGAL BULL.
¢ By the lord licutenant and council of Ireland.
« A proclamation.—Whereas the greatest economy 1
necessary in all species of grain, and especially in the |
»” ‘

consumption of potatoes.— "
2 % SR

'
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333, AN ALMANAC-MAKER'S BULL,

A Cork almanac-maker informs his readers, that the
principal republics in AEurope are Vemce, H()”dl‘ld and
America.

936. EVERLASTINGS.

A shopkeeper recommending a piece of silk for 'a

gown told his customer, ** Ma’am, it will wear for ever, .
and make a pettwoat aﬂerwards.”

337. A COFFEE~HOUSE-KEEPER’S BULL.

On the window of a coffee-house in London, was
lately stuck up the following notice : *° Lhis coﬁ'ee-room
removed up stairs till repaired.” |

838. AN ORDER MISCONCEIVED.

A gentleman ordering a pair of boots, gave particular
directions to make one of them bigger than the other, as
one of his legs was bigger than the other. Wlhén they .
came home he tried the large boot on the small leg, and
accordingly it slipped easily on ¢ but when lie came to
try the other on the large leg, he found it impossible :
on which he exclaimed, "¢ You're a fine féllow for a
baot-maker; I told you to make one of the boots bigger
than the otizer, and instead Of “that you have made one
smaller than the other,”’ | |

Ry 5L M!LITA%:E BULL, Fag

An Irish odicer had the misfortune to be dreadfully
wounded in-one of the battles in Holland. Ashe lay
on the gmund apn,’ unfortunate soldier who was near
him, and was also severrlv woeunded, made a terrible
howlmg; on which thé oficer exclmmed 88 Wnat do

vou make such a ngise for? Do yeu 1h111k there is no-
bod) killed but vourself 2’ wr

84). A HECRD OF BULLS ®

,Letter from an frish barenet to a friend in London,'

during the late r> bEIIIQﬂ
‘ Mv dear sir,

$h #a.nug now a l!ttle pﬁace and guzetness, Is: tdOWQ' '

’




ENCYCLOPZEDIA OF WIT. 89

to inform you of the dreadful bustle and confusion we are
. from these blood-thirsty rebels, most of whom are,
however, thank God, killed and dispersed. ’
¢ We are in a pretty mess : can get nothing to eal,
nor any wine to drink, except whiskey, and when we sit
down to dinner are obliged to keep both hands armed:
whilst T write this letter L hold a sword in one hand, and
a pistol in the other. I concluded from the beginning that
+this would be the end of it ; and 1 saw I was right, forit
is not half over yet. At present there are such goings on
that every thing is at a stand.
¢¢ T should have answered your lettera fortnight ago,
but I only received it this morning. Indeed, hardly a
mail arrives safe without being robbed. No longer ago
than yesterday, the coach with the mails from Dublin
was robbed near this town ; the bags had been judiciously
left behind, for fear of nceidents ; and by good luck, there
was nobody in the coach but two outside Passengers,-
who had nothing for the thieves Lo take.
¢ Last Thursday an alarm was given, that a gang of
rebels were advancing hither, ander the French stand-
ard ; but they had no colours, Dor anjy drums, except bag- "
pipes. JImmediately every man in the place, including gl
women and boys, ran out to meet them, We soon found
our force much too little, and they were far too near for
us to think of retreating : death was in every face ; but
to it we went, and by the time half our little party was
killed, we began to be all alive. - Fortunately the rebels
had no guns but pistols, cutlasses, and pikes; and as
we had plenty of muskets and ammunition, we put them
all to the sword : not a soul of them escaped, except some
that were drowned in an adjoining bog; and, in a very
short time, nothing was to be heard but silence. Their
uniforms were gll of different colours, but mostly green.
After the action, we went to rummage their camp ; all
we found was a few pikes without heads, a parcel of empty
bottles full of water, and a bundle of blank French
commissions filled up with Irishmen’s names. .
¢« Troops are now stationed every where round the
country, which exactly squares with my ideas. Nothing:
% B
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however can save us but a union with England, which
would turn our barren hills into fertile valleys. 1 have
ouly leisure to add, that X am, in great haste,
i T ‘ “* Yows truly, B. R.”

“* P.S. If you do not receive this in course, it must
have miscarried 3 therefore, I beg you will immediately
write to let me knpow,”® = |

341. BIRMINGHAM OUTDONE. j

A fow years ago, wllqéd Handel’s L’Allegro and 11
Penseroso were performed at Birmingham, the passage
most admired was— | |

Such notes as, warbled to the string, ;
Drew iron tears down PPluto’s cheek. | E
f
i
|

The great manufacturers and mechanics of the place
weve inconceivably delighted with this idea, because,
they said, they had never heard of any thing in iron be-
fore, that could not be made at Birmingham.,

342, THE STIFE QUAKER,

A gentleman of the cloth, calling at the house of a
friend (vulgarly called Quaker), bought several articles, |
atter which the fradesman accosted him thus : Pray,
friend, how am I to direct this foy thee 2’ — Oh ! di
rect it to the Reverend 2 YWithout any eere-
mony, the friend gave the parcel to the divine; and |
added; ** Here, take and reverence thyself, for I won’t |
reverence thee' - | s

343, DIAMOND CUT DIAMOND,

In the early part of Mr, Muilman’s life, he became
enamoured with Constantia Philips; and, finding he could |
not procure her as a mistress, resolved to venture upon
her as a wife. They married; but as their dispositions
were not evactly similar, they were not superiatively
happy. * Mr. Mailinan,”’ said Constaniia, after they
had been married about three months; ¢ Mr. Muilman,
! believe you are heartily tired of me, and 1 am heartily
tired of you ; s0, if you will settle five hundred a year

: .
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. T will put you in a way of dissolving our mar-
riage.”” He cagerly embraced the proposal, and gave
her his bond for performing the contract; and she pro-

‘duced a certificate of her previous marriage to a pastry-

cook, who lived in Maiden-lane, Covent-Garden. This
point being ascertained, Mr. Muilman refused te pay her
annuity ; and she found there was a flaw in the drawing
up, which put it out of her power to compel him. She
therefore told him, unless he entered into anew and legal
engagement, she would take a step which would still
render her marriage with him perfectly valid. He langhed
at hers but she performed her promise, by bringing a
certificate, and prodncing a register, by which it ap-
peared that the Maiden-lane pastry-cook, previous to
his marriage wéith her, was married Lo anotier woman,

who was then alive. This disconcerted the merchant ;

who, however, got quit of her importunities, by giving
her a considerable sum, on condition of her going to Ja-

maica, where she settled as keeper of a coffee-house,

and died soon after.

944. PLAVING A SURE GAME,

Tetzel, a Dominican, who was a retatler of indnl-
rences, had, by his traflic in this way, picked up a large
sum of money at Leipsic. A gentleman of that city,
who pretended to have a veneration for these snperst-
tions, went to Tetzel, and enquired if he could sell
him an indulgence beforehand, for 'a crime which he
would not specify, but which he intended to commit,
Tetzel said yes, provided they conld agree ahout
the price. The bargain was struck, the money paid,
and the abhsolution delivered in due form, Soon after
this, the gentleman, having information that Tetzel was
pbout to leave Leipsic well loaded ‘with cash, way-faid
‘lim. robbed him, cudgelled him, and told him at parting
that this was the crime for which he had purchased an
absolution. George, duke of Saxony, hearing of the
robbery, was at first very angry 3 but haviug afterwards

heard the whole story, he __'l_aughcd_ very heartily, and

forgave the criminal, .
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345, AN EMPEROR'S DREAM.

The emperor Charles V. having one day lost himself
in the heat of the chace, and wandered in the forest far
from his train; after much fatigue in trying to find a
route, came at last to a solitary hedge ale-house, where
he entered to refresh himself. On coming in, he saw four
men,whose mien presaged him no good ; he, however, sat
down and called for something. 'These men pretending
to sleep, one of them rose, and, approaching the em-
peror, said, he had dreamt that he took his hat; and
accordingly took it off, Thesecond, sayinghe had dreamt
be had taken his coat, took that also. The third, with a
like prologue, took his waistcoat. And the fourth, with
much politeness, said, he hoped there would be no ob-
jection to his feeling his pockets ; and seeing a chain of
gold about his neck, whence hung his hunting-horn, was
about to take that too. But the emperor said, ** Stop,
my friend, I dare say you cannot blow it; I will teach
you.”” So putting the horn to his mouth, he blew re-
peatedly, and very loud. His people, who searched
for him, heard the sound ; and, entering the cottage, were
surprised to see him insuch a garb. ‘¢ Here are four fel-
lows,”’ said the emperor, *“ who have dreamt what they
please: I must also dream in my turn,’”” Sitting down,
and shutting his eyes a little while, he then started up,
saying, ‘“ I have dreamt that I saw four thieves
hanged ;”’ and immediately ordered his dream to be ful-
filled, the master of the inn being compelled to be their
executioner, | |

346. sap BLUNDERS,

During the reign of James IL., when the king was
much disliked for his oppression and the number of taxes
imposed on the people, his majesty, in the progress of a
tour, stopt at Winchelsea, when the corporation re-
solved to address him ; but as the mayor did not possess
much literature, it was settled thatthe town-clerk should
be his prompter. Being introduced to the presence, the
town-clerk whispered to the trembling mayor, * Hold
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up your head, and look like a man,” His worship,

mistaking this for the beginning of a speech, repeated’

aloud to the king, *¢ Hold up your head, and look like a

man.”’  The town-clerk, in amaze, again whispered

him, ¢¢ What do you mean by this, sir?” Fhe mayor,

' in the same manner, repeated, ** What do you mean by
ihis, sir?” The town-clerk, alarmed, whispered still
more carnestly, *“ 1 tell you, sir, you'll ruin us all.””
The mayor, still imagining this to be part of his speech,
concluded his matchless performance with, *¢ I tell you,
sir, you'll ruin us all,” |

347. THE FLATTERING PAINTER,

|

|

| A nobleman, bringing some of his friends to see his

1 %8 8 50

| son’s picture, stood staring'about the room to look for

‘ it ; and then asked the painter which it was. This pro-

voked hims and when they were gone, he turned to

a friend and exclaimed:** I never painted a liker pic-

ture than this young lord ; but I put a little sense in his

face, and now you see netther his father nor friends

know the fool again,’” % A | A
‘ 348. ‘:?'EiFFEREHCE OF OPINION, ‘ 3
A lunatie in Bedlam was asked how he came there.

He answered, ** By a dispute.”’—* What dispute '

The Bedlamite replied: ** The world said T was mad 3
h 1 said the world was mad ; and they outvoted me.”

| | 349. STRONG TESTIMONY.

A mountebank, expatiating on the virtues of his
drawing salve, and reciting many instances of its success,
was interrupted by an old woman, who asserted rather
ironically, that she bad scen it draw outiof a door four
rusty tenpenny nails, that defied the wniied efforts of two
T of the strongest blacksmiths in the country, with their
| hammers and pincers. S RO |

850, WIGH LVING. =

Two girls of bigh fashion, coming into an assembly-
g yoon at Bath, met @ fat citizen’s wilc quitting . 1t,
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¢ Ah!1” said one of them, pretty loud, ¢ there is beef

d-la-mode going out.”’—¢ Yes,” answered the fat wo-
man, ‘¢ and there is game coming’in.”

\

351. INCOME~TAX.

It is said that Horne Tooke gave inhisretarn, under the
property-tax, as having an income of only sixty pounds
a year. Being, in consequence, summoned before the
commissioners, who found fault with his return, and de-
sired him to explain how he could live in the style he
did, with so small an income ; he replied, that he had
much more réason to be dissatisfied with the smallness of
his income than they had; that as to their inquiry, there
were three ways in which people contrived to live

above their income, namely, by begging, borrowing,

 and siealing ; and he left it to their sagacity, which of

these methods he employed. ;

952. PROOF OF PROPERTY.,

When a Jew in a rich suit of embroidered clothes once
came before lord Mausfield to justify bail, the opposite
counsel pressed him very hard as to what the property
he swore to consisted of. This Moses evaded as well as
he could ; but lord Mansfield at last put an end to the
conversation, by fixing his eyes on the Jew’s lace,
and exclaiming,‘‘ Ask him no more questions : he will
burn for the money.”’ Ty

+ 353, MUDDY MANGUVRES,

In the campaign in Holland, a party marching through
a very soft morass, was ordered to form two deep.

“ Why,"” exclaimed a corporal, who had sunk in nearly '

ap tothe neck, *° I am oo deep here a.lre_(;_,_ady,”

954. THE CRITERION OF REASON,

Some philosbphers maintain, thatspeech is the criterion
of reason, Parrots and other birds speak ; are they
then rational? Women we Know are rational, kut

would they be less so if they spoke less?

(]
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355, THE COMPLAISANT PAINTER.

Vigée, taking the portrait of a lady, perceived that
when he was working at her mouth she was twisting
her features in order to render it smaller, and put her
lips into the most extreme contraction. ‘¢ Do not
trouble yourself so much, madam,”’ exclaimed the

painter; “for if you choose, I will draw you without
any mouth at all.”’ ;

356. ALL IN ONE STORY.

One day, behind my lady’s back,
My lord attack’d her maid,
And stole a kiss, which she repaid ;

And gave him smack for smack,

Pert with such freedoms, *“ Pray (said she )

- Who kisses with the greatest glee ?

Is it my lady; isit I 27—

** 'Tis you no doubt,’’ he made reply.

** Why, in good faith, it must be true,”
Resum’d the wanton dame ;

** For Tom, and John, and chaplain too,
*“ All say the very same.”

357. A LEGAL CLAIM.

Jack Ketch, being asked on what ground he claimed
the clothes of those he hanged, answered,‘* As their
executor.”’ |

858, A HANDSOME COMPLIMENT.

Turenne at his death was universally regretted. It
was asked, what person would feel his death ‘most,
Marshal Fierté replied, *° The man who succeeds to his
arduous office ; by the difficulty he will find in execut-
ing it.”’ | R Ty |

359, THE LIGHT GUINEA,

. Foote and Garrick being at a tavern together at the
time of the first regulation of the gold coin, the former,
pulling out his purse to pay the reckoning, asked the
latter, what he should do with a light guinea he had,
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¢ Pshaw, it’s worth nothing,’’ says Garrick, ¢ fling it
to the devil.?—* Well, David,” says the otber, ‘“ you
“are what I always took you for, ever contriving to |
make a guinea go fartier than any other man,”’ |
|
i

360. NO RULE WITHOUT AN EXCEPTION. = .
Dryden’s Translation of Virgil being commended by
a right reverend bishop, a witly earl said, ** The origi-
nal is indeed excellents; but every thing suffers Dby
translation except a bishop.” ALY |

961. A NEW SCHEMPE,

being dressed in.a very hand-
met a friend, when the follow-

ing conversation ensued. ¢ Friend, Theseare handsome
bools,  Sherry ; who made  them =8, ™ Hoby.”'—
7. ¢ How did you prevail on him > —38. £ Guess.””
LRSS Tsuppose you talked him over in the old way.”
__§. % Ne, that won’t do pows——F. ¢ Then when they
came home you ordered half a dozen pair more "
g ¢ N —E Perhaps you gave 2 check on
Hammersley, which you kuew would not behonoured.”
-S.* No,.ne, no; ip short, you might gucess il io-

morrow before you it it: I puid for them.”

962.  CRITICISM. _
e of life,- de«

A would-be Mecchas, at a certain tim
gired his friend to teach him some rules by which he
might be able to form a judgment on the poetry which

Mr. §———; one day,
some pair of new boots,

might be brought for his perusal. ‘That’s a difficult
matter to do,” replied the critic; ‘“ but say the verses
are bad, and nine times out of ten you will pass for a
tic.”> This seemsto be the ruling maxim of our

dern Scotch reviewers. .

- Che g8, SRIENDLY ADYVICE. LAt
A lady desired Dr. Johnson to give his opinion of A
work she had just written ; adding, that if it would not
do, she begged him to tell her, for she had other irons

™
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in the fire ; and in case of its not being likely to succeed,
she could bring out something else. ** Then.” said the
doctor, after turning over a few leaves, ** I advise you,
madam, to put it where your irons are.”

364, HARD TIMES,

A young member of parliament lately, in the midst
and heat of his harangue, addressed the chair; ** And
now, my dear Mr, speaker,”’ &c. which creating a
laugh, another member observed, that the honourable
member was perfectly in order, as now-a-days cvery
thing is dear,

363. A DEAD PUN,

In company, a curious circumstance of a corpse in ar-
mour, with spurs on, being dug out of an eld vault, was
mentioned, and the persons present were conjecturing
about the mode of the death of the deceased. ** | sup-
pose,”’ said a wag, ** the gentleman died of a galloping
consumption,” RE |

366, GOOD CUSTOMERS,

A considerable coal-owner in the north was instruct-
ing his daughter, a little girl, about eight years of age,
in the principles of religion, and explaining to her the
rewards and punishinents of a future state, He told
her, amonig other things, that the wicked would be sent
to a large pit, where they would be roasted in an im-
mense fire by evil spirits.  She was very attentive, and
after a pause, said, ** Papa, what a good thing it would
be if yon could get them to take their coals of you I’

307. ONESWALLOW DOES NOT MAKE A SUMMER,

One sharp frosty day, the prince of Wales went into
the Thatched House tavern, and ordered a beefesteak s
bat, observing that it was excessively cold, desired the
waiter to bring him first a glass of brandy and water,
He emptied thatin a twinkling, then a second, then a
~ third.  ** Now,’" said his royal highness, * I am warm
and comfortable; bring my steak,”” On this, Mr. Sheri«
dan, who was present, wrote the following impromptu :

7 e |

1
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The prince came in, and said ’twas cold,
Then put to his head the rummer

Till swallow after swallow came,
Then he pronounc’d it summer,

368. PUN ECCLESIASTIC,

A very tall man, foppishly dressed, coming into the
rooms at Bath, attracted the attention of all the ladies.
One asked her neighbour who he was. **lItis a Mr.

, an acquaintance of mine. He is intended for
the church.”—*¢ I should suppose, madam,”’ replied
the other, ‘‘ you meant, for the steeple.’’

e

369. RETALIATION,

If Eve in her innocence could not be blam’d,
Because going naked she was not asham’d ;
Whosoe’er views the ladies, as ladies now dress,
That again they’ve grown innocent sure will confess ;
And that artfully too they retaliate the evil,

By the devil once tempted, they would now tempt the deml
370. A POLITICAL PUN. . ;

Dr. , meeting some friends in the street whose
political opinions were democratical, asked them where
they were going. They answered, ‘“ To dine at the
King’s Head.”’—*¢ O, then I guess your dinner. You are
going to have a_chop, I suppose.’

871. THE RULING PASSION.

A gambler, on his death-bed, having seriously taken
leave of his physmlan who told him that he could not g%
live beyond eight o 'clock next morning, exerted the ;
small strength he had left to call the doctor back; 8
which having accomplished with difficulty, for he could
hardly exceed a whisper, * Doctﬂr,” said he, ** DLl bel
you five guineas I live Lill nine.’

'37T2. ROUGH COURTSHIP,

The method which king Sigar took to gain the dffec-
tions of Avilda, daughter of the king of Gothland, wus
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somewhat uncommon. That lady, contrary to the man-
ner and disposition of her sex, exercised the profession
of piracy ; and was scouring the seas with a powerful
fleet, while a sovereign was offering sacrifices to her
beauty at the shrine of love. Perceiving this masculine
lady was not to be gained by the usual arts of lovers, Si-
gar took the extraordinary resolution of addressing her
1D 4 mode more agreeable to her humour: he fitted out
a fleet, went in quest of her, and engaged her in a fu-
rious battle, which continued two days without inter-
mission ; thus gaining possession of a heart which was
to be conquered only by valour.

373. ROMOGENEOUS MATTER.

Some one had written upon a pane in the window of
an inn on the Chester road, ** Lord M has
the softest lips in the unmiverse.”” Mrs. Abingdon once,
returning from Ireland, saw this inscription, and wrote
under it : o

< Then as like as two chips
Are his head and his lips.””

374. TOWN-TALK,

One of the last times that the earl of Chesterfield was
at court, miss Chudleigh and another lady came up to
him ; and, after the customary salutation, one of them
said, *“ Now, my lord, I suppose we shall hear of our
faults. and follies,”’—** No, ne,” replied the earl; not
so: I never choose to introduce what all the town talks

ot
3153, GAINING A 1088, ¥

Count Tracey, complaining to Foote that 2 man had
- ruined his chagacter; ‘* So much the bhetter,” replied
the wit; “* for it was a very bad one ; and the sooner it
was destroyed, the more to your advantage,”” °

876. A DISAPPOINTMENT.,

g Miug wife so lon&a sleep possess’d,
Her spouse presum’d her soul was now at rest.
- g -
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Sable was call’d, to hang the room with black ;
And all their cheer was sugar, rolls, and sack,
Two mourning stafls stood sentry at the door;
And Silence reign’d, who ne’er was there before.
The cloaks, and tears, and handkerchiefs prepar’d,
They march’d in woeful pomp to Abchurch-yard;
When see, of narrow streets, what mischief: come!
The very dead can’t pass in quiet home.

By some rude jolt the coffin-lid was broke,

And madam from her dream of death awoke.
Now all wasspoil’d; the undertaker’s pay,
Sour faces, cakes, and wine, quite thrown away.
But some years after, when the former scene
Was acted, and the coffin nail’d agan,

The tender husband took especial care,

To keep the passage from disturbance clear ;
Charging the bearers that they tread aright,

Nor put his dear in such another fright,

377. REFUSAL OF A COMEDY.

An author who had given a comedy into the hands of
a manager for bis pevusal, called on him for his opinion
of the piece. ~ Whilst the poor author in trembling
anxiety expected the fate of his performance, the mana-
cer returned the play with a grave face, saying, °° Sir,

~depend upon it, this is a thing not to be laughed

at.”’ | |
- 978. AN AWKWARD COMPLIMENT,

‘When the late marquis of Lansdowne paid a visit to
his estates in Ireland, he met with a Mr, W , who oc-
cupied a large farm of his lordship; and understand-
ing that he was hastening home to the christening of one
of his children, his lordship very frankly offered him-
self to be his guest, The other, bowing .very respect-
fully, replied, that he could not possibly accept of the
honour intended him; that his friends, who were as-

gembled on the occasion, were all honest, plain-speaking

men, and, as such, could not be fit company for his lord. -

ship.
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379. DOUBLE-DEALING,

A woman in France, who led a loose life, was always
saying, that the money she amassed. was to intreduce
her to a convent. *‘ The lady,”” observed a wag, ** re-
minds me of barge-men, who are always looking one

way and rowing anether.”

" $80. THE PATRIOT.

A person entering the house of commons when the
Rump parliament was sitting, exclaimed, ** These are
goodly gentlemen ; I could work for them all my life for
nothing,””—* What trade are you, my good friend ?”’
said one of the attendants, ‘‘ A rope-maker,” replied

the other. |
88]1. TRAVELLING-EXPENCES.

A foolish young man bragging in company of his tra-

velling abroad and having never sent to his parents for
any remittances, was asked by one present, how he .

. made his way. * By my wits,” replied the other.

‘“ Indeed !’* says he: ** then you must have travelled

very cheaply.”

889. EASE UNDER DIFFICULTIES, &

A man very much in debt, being reprimanded by his
friends for his disgraceful situation, and the anziety of a
debtor being urged by them in very strong expressions :
*“ Ah! that may be the case,’” said he, ** with a person
who thinks of paying.” -

383. THE DIFFERENCE,

A Welshman who had long frequented an alehouse,
was intreated by his landlady to pay a certain sum for his
cheese ; which he refused, as too high a charge. The land-
lady shewing him the score behind the door, the Cambro-

- Briton exclaimed, ‘° What, I suppose hur doecs net
" know chalk from cheese I’

YRS
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884. ALL OUT.

A gentleman having appointed to meet his friend on '

parficular business, went to his house and knocked at
the door, which was opened by a servant girl. He in-
formed her he wanted her master. °5 He is gone ouf,
osir,”” says she. ** Then your mistress will do,” said the
gentleman, ‘¢ She,’” said the girl, *¢ is gone out too." '~
‘¢ My business is of consequence,’”’ returned he : *¢ is'your
master’s son at home ?2’—¢ No, sir,”’ returned the girl,
‘‘ he is gone out.”’—*¢ That’s unlucky indeed,” replied
he, ** but perhaps it may not be long before they return ;

T will step in andsit by yvoug fire.””—*¢ Oh, sir,” gaid the

girl, ‘“the fireis gone nu't."’;"" Upon which the gentleman
bade her inform her master, that he did not expect to
be received 50 coolly, | | |

385, A ‘POOR PUN. ,

A man praising ale, said, that it was such an excel-
1ont drink, that though taken in great quantities it al-
w I L] v L -!

ays made him fat. ‘* Lhave seen it make you lean, :

replied the other, ¢ When?" enquired the eulogist,”

e “'rhy, last I!igl}tﬂ-—u.l}‘{)n _yﬁul*n.stillc.&‘::

386. A GRIEVANCE REDRESSED,

A man in a public oflice in Sparta was guilty of

many peculations and frauds; and béing_ called opli:nly-a.
yogue and scoundrel, he complained to hiis nmste!"ﬂt these
indignities. = ‘* Siry” says the king, *° my subjects are
plain men in their speech, and call things by their right
ﬂZI.Il’lt’!‘S.” F * S s VAT - | PN

887. ‘A PARALLEL CASE.. - & A
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388. NEGRO ATTACAMENT,

A Scotch merchant, in the island of Jamaica, had,
among his slaves, one whom he very much disliked, and
treated with the g!‘{‘&tt‘Sf. severity : a mutual dlshke soon
grew on the part of Quashy ; not only to his master, but
to all Scotchmen, Sunday being his holiday, he bongh
at the swater-side some tr} (@ small fish like shrimps),
and called past his master’s door, ** Fine Scotchmen, all
alive! Scotchmen! buy my 'ﬁmtchmen 7% Flis master in
a rage calls him, * What have vou there :”’—#* Scotch-
men, massa,’”’'- ¢ Lot me look. Wlw,})nu rascal, these
are -.hmu[h- how dare youlcall them bcotchmcn 2
‘ Oh, massa, looka here, dem sticlk: ivgether like Scotch-
Men 3 {‘f}iﬂL oune, come twventy, every time »  His master
did not forget the first opportunity to scratch Quashy’s
back,  After some time, the master was laid on his
death-bed.  Touched with reuiorse at tho;*reﬂeclmn of

the sey entv he had treated this poor creature with, he | |
sent for himto the bed-side. *¢ Well, Quashy, I am go- ¢
ing to die,”—*“ O, massa, no Kickeralia® yet.”—*¢ Yes,
$anust. T now feel I hiave been too haveh with vou '

** Ob.massa, you flogme like a devid7-— “Tﬂ make you
amends, I'll feave you your freedom.,’ * Bless you

heart, massa,”’——*¢ mw thiing else can wm ml& of me 2"’ —

¢ les massa, onc little favour: when Quashy dead, let

“him hurv cluse alongmde of you,”’—*¢ Atfectionate créds

tare! But why so37"—*¢ Because, when'the dmrtl come,

he will be so busy about you, hLJUJ wet Quashy.”’

389. PAINTERS SHOULD VISIT POLA.ND

Anmbrose Philips was, in his convcrsatmn, solemn and .
pompous. At cgﬂ'w-ﬁmlse he was once discoursing
upon picturesy and pitying the painters, who. in their

| 'h:stmmd pieces, always drew the same sort of sky. | .
L% They should travel,'’ said he, “ﬁd then they will see ._ 4
G ks '.-'lh'lt there is a ditforent sky in ;ﬁi’i& country ; in Engsl. . Sl
- D" land; France, ltaly, and so forth,”’—* Your ‘remark is7. . EE
Sl t, sais ?ﬂ, g,m- old gfnt_{jl an who sat by : ¢ 1 havay, 4 S
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been a traveller, and can testify what you observe 1S
true ; but the greatest variety of skys that I found was in
Poland.”’—*¢ In Poland, sir ?”’> said Philips. ¢ Yes, in
Poland ; for there are Sobiesky, Poniatowsky, Sarbrunsky,
Jablonsky, Podebrasky, and many more skys, sir, than
are to be found any where else.” |

890. AN ANCIENT DIPLOMA.

!

A vain old country surgeon once calling upon Dr.
Harrington, of Bath, told him with great exultation, that
he had obtained a diploma to practise physic. The doc-
tor asked if the form of a diploma now ran in the same
style as at the early commencement of those honours,
¢ Pray, what might that be ?’’ said the surgeon. “ Tl
give it you,” replied our Galen ; when, stepping to his
daughter’s harpsichord, he played and sung the following
prophecy of ithe witches to Macbeth: "

‘“ He must, he must,

He shall, he shall, -
Spill much more blood,
And become worse,
To make his title good.”’

¢ That, sir,”’ added he, ‘¢ was the true ancient mode
of conferring a Scotch degree on doctor Macbeth,”

891, PRIVILEGE OF AGE. -

Dr. Kinz, who had been many years archbishop of
Dublin, and had been long celebrated for his wit and
learning, when Dr. Lindsey, the primate of lreland,
died, claimed the primacy, as a preferment to which he

had a right from his station in the see of Dublin, and his
aoknowledged character in the church. = Neither of these

pretensions was admitted. He was looked upon as foo

far advanced in years to be removed. The reason alleged
- ‘was as mortifying as the refusal : but the archbishop had
" no opportunity of shewing his. resentment, except to the.
new primate, Dr. Boulter ; whom he received in hisown

house, and in his dining-parlour, without rising rrom

Wi,
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hig chair § saying, by way of apology, with his accus-
tomed sarcastic sieer on his countenance, ** My lord, I
am certain you will forgive me, because your grace
knows I am teo old to rise.”’ 3

392. ‘A FEELING REIORT.

A young officer of the regiment of Orleans, being sent
to Lewis the Fourteenth withsome good news, petitioned
him for the order of St. Lewis. ** You are a very young
man,”’ observed the monarch. *“ True, sire,”” replied
the officer,*® but you'll remember, our regiment are very
short-lived.”

r_--"-\,_.- B T e
.

393. THAE HARMLESS THREAT.

An obscure physician quarrelling with a neighbour,
: swore in a great rage, that some time or other he
;: would be the death of him. ** No, doctor,” replied the
other, *“ for I shall never send for you.” |
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394, NO SOONER SAID THAN DONE.

Jeremy White, one of Oliver Cromwell’s domestic
chaplains, paid his addresses to lady Frances, the Pro-
teetor's youngest daughter,  Oliver was told of it by a
§py 5 who followed the matter so closely, that he hunted
Jerry to the lady’s chamber, and ran tmmediately to the /
Protector with this news, Oliver in a rage hastened 3
| thither himself, and going in hastily, found Jerry on his
b knees, Kissing the lady’s hand. In a fury, he asked ¢
;’ What was the meaning of that posture before his daugh- s
’ _ter. White said, *“ May it please your bighness, I have ' j
| @ long time conrted that young gentlewoman there, my
| lady’s’ woman, and cannot prevail; | was thercfore "
humbly praying herladvship to intercede for me.”” The 1
Protector, turning to the young woman, cried, ** What's ,
‘the meaning of this, hussey 7 Why do 'you refuse the ho-
nour Mr. White would do you ? He is my friend, and 1
expect you should treat him assuch.” My lady’s woman,
who desired nothing more, with a very low curtsey, re-

e Sl -_p.-l—r-l'-'nlr"' -
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plied, ** If Mr. White intends me that honour, Isball pos

%
3
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- be against him,”’—** Say you so, my lass ?’ cried Crom-
well : ¢ call Godwyn ; this business shall be done pre-
sently, before I go out of the room.”” Mr. White had
gone too far to retreat; the parson came, and Jerry and
wy lady’s woman were married in the presence of the

Protector. |
305, A SCHOLAR PUZZLED.

The learned Casaubon being invited by an ignorant
pedagogue to hear his students speak some orations out
of Cicero, being disgusted with their bad pronunciation,
whispered to a person next to him, I never heard so
much Latin before without understanding it.”

306, A FOOL AND HIS MONEY. 4
Some merchants went to an Eastern sovereign, and
exhibited for sale several very fine horses. Thekingad-
mired them and bought them : he moreover gave the mer-
chants 2 lack of rupees to purchase more horses for him.
The king one day, in a sportive humour, ordered the vi-
sier to make out a list of all the fools in his dominions,

He did so, and put his majesty’s name at the head of .

them. The king asked why. Hereplied, °° Because
you entrusted a lack of rupees to men you don’t know,
=nd who will never come back.”—*‘“ Aye, but suppose
they should come back < Then I shall erase your

name, and insert theirs.””
997. TRUE POLITENESS,

Sir William Gooch, being in conversation with a gen-
tleman in a street in the city of Williamsburgh, returned
the salute of a negro, who was passing by about his mas-

“ ter’s business. *“Sir,” said the gentleman, ‘“ do you de-
scend so far as to salute a slave 17— Why, yes,”’ replied

the governor ; *“ I cannot suffer a man of his condition

to exceed me in good manners.””

ol iy
-

908. FITTING UP A LIBRARY. T

Ty

L

‘books to fit up his master’s library : ¢t In the first place,

—

Kéﬁtéwa.rd wrote to a bookseller in London. for some
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L want for the vacant shelves, six feet of theology, the -
-same quantity of school-metaphysics, and near a yard of

old civil law in folio.”

L
B

399. A PATIENT COMPANION.

A gentleman who once introduced his brother to
Johnson, was very earnest to recommend him to the
doctor’s attention ; which he did by saying: ¢ Deoctor,
when we have sat together some time, you'll find my
brother very entertaining.”—‘* Sir,” "said Johnson,
*“ 1 can wait.”’ :

400. A CONTRIBUTION T0 NATURAL HISTORY.

A traveller was talking of having seen in some fo-
reign country bugs so large and powerfal, that two of %
them would drain a mar’s blood in a night, Sir John
Doyle, to whom this was addressed, replied, ** My
good sir, we have the same animals in Ireland, but they
are there known by another name; they are called
£ hum-bugs.”’ : :
I 401. unamMITY,

When the Scotch court of justiciary passed sentence of
fourteen years’ banishment on Mr. Muir, some persons in
the gallery began to hiss. The lord-justice-clerk turned
rgee Lin a great fury, and ordered the macer to take the
% as who were hissing into custody. The macer with
ot cimplicity answered, ‘ My lord, they are all
htsag.”’

402. AN IRISH DUELLIST.

A goentleman just arrived at Dublin, put up at an inn,
and, hearing a noise in the next room like somebody
pricking the wainscot with a sword, asked what it

k was, *°Ob, an plaze your hopour,” said the fellow,
| *“ its only lord C— pushing a little, because he expects
a party to dinner to-day; and he is practising, in case he
should have to fight with any of his friends.”

_ . 403. AGREEABLE QUALITIES. 2
Dr. Jolnson was in company with 2 very tnlkative
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lady, of whonr he appeared to take very little notice.
She, in pique, said to him, *° Why, docter, L believe

vou are not very fond of the company of ladies.”—' You |
are mistaken, madam,’’ veplied hes * 1 like their deli-
eacy, 1 like their vivacity, and 1 like their silence.’

404, VIRTUES OF PORTER. .

A man who had heen quaffing porter till he was com-
pletely drunik, hiccup’d out, that porter was both meat
and. drink. Soon after, going home, he tumbled into a

ditch ; on which a companion who was leading him ob-
‘served, that it was not only meat and drink to him, but

washing and lodging loo.

A0D. A MIRACLE PARALLELED.
T.ord Kellie was amusing the company with an account

of a sermon he had heard i Italy, in which the priest
related the miracle of St, Antony, when preaching on
ship-board, attracting the fishes, which, in order to listen
to his pious discourse, held their heads out of the water. (5
¥ can perfectly well believe the miracle,”’ said Harry &
Lrskine ; ““ for when your lordship was at church, there

was at least one fish out of wa;‘or.” |
406. A SHOEBLACK’'S WIT.

A gentleman having had his boots blacked on the
street of Dublin, paid his shee-black with a consi-
derable degree of haughtiness; on which the little
fellow, when the other had gota short way from the
stall, said, ** By'my shoul, all the polish you have 15 on

your boots, and I gave it to you.””

407. PUN NOMINAL,

A gentleman who was examined as a witness by the
jate celebrated Mr. Dunning, being repeatedly asked Dy |
the counsellor if he did not lodge in'the verge of the
¢, at lengch replied, he did. *“ And priy, sir, for

what reason did you take up your residence in that =
| ‘{E‘- A . };'F-.';.-"'J",', !
: “‘:‘a:‘ : -as.r |
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place ¥"**¢ Tn the vain hope,” replied theothcr “ of

Mmdmg the lmpcrtinenct of dumlug,"

| 408, A MODEL,
A lady meeting in the street a gentleman who was

ﬂ'whtfully ugly, took him by the hand and led him to tlle,

shop of a statvary, to .whom she said ““ Just like t

and departed. The gentleman mmntshed asked f
meaning of this: the statnary answered, * The lady has
emploved me to make a figure of the Dewl and as I had
no medel she promised to bring me one.”

409, JOINT PROPERTY.

A coumrym having bought a barn in partnership
with a neighbour who neglected to make use of it, plen-
ti fnll{ stnred his own ‘with corn, and expasmlated
with his partner on having laid ant his money in so use-
less a way ; adding, ** You had better do something with
it, as you sce I havedone,”—* As to that, peigh
replwd the other, ** every rnt-m has a right to do whnt,,he

will with his own, and you have done so: but J have:

made up my mmd about my part of the barn; I shall
sel il on ﬁre.
410. INGRATITUDE,

Soon after the first performance of the School fm'
Scandal, it was reported to Sheridan that Mr.(‘mnbrrland

had obmned that he saw it, but could find nothing in itte °

wake him langh, * This,” said the former, ** was Very
ung’rateful for 1 laughed heartily at hm c‘.ragedy -

411, samsox’s wmm‘g

" When Mr. D—— was once at qmngmer'u ) ﬂ'ee-hom, |
~ two strangers came in and seated. n the same

nd b _".ﬂ very warm d m | = b.
e, a’ﬂne-ﬁ ﬂlflﬁ, whao m r:ﬁu ‘Hi«r_,_ Hl
s} in hl!v;umt,‘mnverylmq, &Rﬂvuy ”i
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violent. ¥n about half an hour, the moderate man, sick
of vociferation and insolence, retired ; when his adver-
sary, flushed with his victory, turned round to Mr. D
and exclaimed: *¢ Well, sir, don’t you think that I
have mauled my antagonist to some purpose ?”’—*¢ Yes,
gir,”” replied he drily, ¢ you have ; and if ever I
should happen to fight with the Philistines, I should
wish to make use of your jaw-bone,” :

412. A FRIENDLY WISH,

Two Irishmen one day meeting; ‘“ I am very ill, Pat,”’
said one, rubbing his head. ‘‘ Then,” replied the
other, *‘ I hope you may keep so—for fear of being
worse.”’ e
| - 413. A cAuTION.

When baron Niewman was ounce playing at cards in a
large company, he was guilty of an odd trick ; on which
the company, in the warmth of their resentment, threw
him out of the window of a one pair of stairs room,
where they had been playing. The baron, meeting Foote
some timme after, was londly complaining of this usage,
and asked what he should do. ‘Do '’ says the wit:
* why, never play so high again,”

414. AN EXCHANGE IS NO ROBBERY.
~ When the Irish union was effected, sir John Parnel’s
health was frequently drunk in genteel companies. Being
one day, in a convivial party, he observed jocularly,
that by the unionhe had lost his bread and butter. **Ah'!
my dear sir,”’ replied a gentleman, *‘ never mind, for it
{s amply made up <o you in toasts.”

415, REASONABLE INDULGENCE,

,_ In an .aﬂﬁ;e_rﬁsément for a young gentleman who left
his pareﬁtn;it was stated, that ¢ if master Jacky will

return to his disconsolate parents, he shall no more be

put upon by his ‘sister, and shall be allowed te sweeten his
ventea.” i Wi

: 78 Y o T TR pl, w o N
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*416. A NATURAL PHFNOMENON E!.‘PH!'HED

A viceroy of Ireland asked oue of his gnests at a great
dinner given at the castle, why there were no foads in
Ireland ; to which he replied, *‘ Because, please your
excellency, there are so many toad-eaters.”’ :

417. ALGERINE WIT, &

A Frenchman being taken prisoner by the Algerines,
was asked what he could do as a slave. His answer
was, that he had been used to a sedentary employment,
¢« Well then,” said' the pirates, who were vot used to
employments of that nature, *° we will giva yon a
pair of feather breeches, and set you to hatch chickens,”

418. ONE GOOD TURN DESERVES ANOTHER.

Some time after the expiration of Dr. Sacheverel’s
punishment (he having been silenced for three years from
preaching, and his famous sermon burat by the hangman, )

the minister treated him with great indifference ; and he
applied in vain for the vacant rectory of St. Andrew's,
Holborn. Having however a slight acquaintance with
dean Swilt, he wrote to bim for his interest with go-
vernment on his behalf, stating how much he had suficred
in the cause of the ministry. Swift immediately carried
the letter to lord Bolingbroke, who railed much at Sa-
cheverel, calling him a busy intermeddling fellow, a prig,
and an incendiary who bad set the kingdorn in a iflame
that could not be extinguished, and therefore deserving
censure rather than reward. Swift replied, ** True, my
lord ; but let me tell you a short story: In a sea-fight
in the reign of Charles the Second,. there was a bloody
engagement between the English and Dutch fleets, in the
heat of which & Scotch seaman was severely bitten in the
cheek by a lowse ; which he canght, and, while hestoop-
ed down to crack it between bisnails, severalof the
near him had theirheads taken oft by a cha n-shet
he had compassion on the poor louse, returned hi -
kiz place, and bade him lh: there at discretion ; for ae
L
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it had saved his life, he was boand in gratltude to save
his.”
419, now‘-n’v’-m AND GOOD-BYE, -

One day Good-bye met How-d’y’-ﬁo
Too close to shun saluting's

But soon the rival sisters flew
From Kissing, to disputing.

Away ! says How- d’y’-do, your mien
Appals my cheerful nature ;

No name so sad as yours. is seen
In sorrow’s nomenclature,

4 Whenc’er 1 oive one sunshme hour,
Your LlOlld comes o’er to shade it;
Where’er I plant one bosom-flower,
Your mildew drops to fade it. JOSRUE L

Ere How-d’y’-do has tuned each tongue
- To hope’s delightful measure, "
“Good-bye in friendship’s ear has.rung = |
| The kneil of partm pleaaure. ey e

I rom sorrows past my chemic skill
- Draws smiles of consolation,
- While you from present joys distil
The tears of separation,—

Good-uhye replied, Your statement’s true,
+ And well your cause you've pleaded ;
But pray who’d think of IIOW-d’y’-do

Unless Good-bye preceded : |

Without my prmr influence
- Could yours have ever flourish’d ?
~And can your hand-one hour dlspense
| But thuse my tears have nourxsh d i

Poﬁceq.lment be the fashmn,

A AT T B i A
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When How-d'y'-do has failed to move,
Good-bye reveals the passion !

How oft, when Cupid’s fires decline,
As every heart remembers, -

One sigh of mine, and only mine,
Revives'the dying embers! v

Go bid the timid lover choose j

_ And I'll resign my charier,

5 If he for ten kind How-d'y'-do’s
One kind Good-bye would barter.

From love and friendship’s kindred source

We both derive existence,
And they would both lose half their force

Without our joint assistance.

p - T'."'.;w-;:-f" PR N e o et b

*Tis well the world our merit k s §

9 Since time, there's no denying,

: ¥ . One half in How.d’y’-doing goes,

- And t’ether in Good-byeing. |

E 490. THE SUCCESSION OF AGES.

3 The house of Mr. Dundas, late president of the court
g - of session in Scotland, and elder brother of lord Mel-

ville, having after his death been converted into a black-
smith’s shop, a gentleman wrolé upon its door the fol-

lowing impromptu :
' « This house, & lawyer once enjoy 'd,
A smith does nNOW POSSesS§
How naturally the iron age

!
!
5
‘ . Succeeds the age of brass ™
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asked, what had become of our fleet, Mv. Henry ¥rs-
Kine answered, ** They arve like us, confined to Port.”

422, SECOND THOUGHTS ARE BEST,

~ Ttis said, that when Mr, Thelwall was on his trial at

the Old Bailey foi high-treason, during the evidence for
the prosecution, he wrote the following note and sent to
his counsel: ‘¢ Mr, Erskine, I am determined to plead
my cause myself.”” Mr. Erskine wrote under it, ** If
you do, you'll be hanged;” to which Thelwall immedi-
ately returned this reply, ** I'll be hanged then if I do.”

423, A PRIVILEGE WAVED.

A parson who had a scolding wife, one day brought
home a brother-clergyman to dinner,  Having gone
into a separate apartment to talk to his rib:about
the repast, she attacked and abused him for: bring-
ing a parcel of idle fellows to eat up their ‘income.
The parson, provoked at her behayiour, said in a pretty
loud tone, *“ If it were not for the stranger, I would give
you a good drubbing.”’—** Oh!’’ cried the visitor, ** 1
beg you willmake no stranger of me,”” -

"

| 424, Iin;scmr?'ijtvi!:‘“' NAMES,

A gentleman who thought his two sons consumed too

much time i hunting and shooting, gave them the appel-
lations of Nimrod and Ramrod.

{

425, MUTUAL APOLOGIES,

An attorney presenting a copy of a writ to an auc-
tioneer, apologised, saying Le hoped the other would not
be offended, as he was merely performing an unpleasant
t_lut-y;._ofhis-profession; ¢ Certainly not,”” said the auc-
tioneer ; ** you must attend to the duties of your profes-
sion, and o must I to mine :"—s0 saying, he knocked
him down, |

i 426. A BAD SUBJECT. - e
Dr., Gregory, professor of physic at Ldinburgh, was



il il A e T
i -

r‘f wuwn Pi]h," g STy 3 '.I .* 'HJ:H "'.’:";;-' {._ | '

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF WIT, 115

one of the first to enrol himself in the Royal Edinburgh
Volunteers, when that corps was riised, 8o anxiouvs
was he to make himself master of military tactics, that
he not only paid the most punctual attendance on all
the regimental field-days, but studied at home for mem;
hours a day, under the serjeant-major of the regiment,
On one of these occasions the aflicer, out of all temper
at the awkiwardness of his learncd pupil, exclaimed
ina rage, * Sir, L would rather teach ten fools than
one philosopher.”

497. A FAIR PROPOSAL.

Jack Ketch being suvumoned to the court of conscience
for a small debt, was asked how he meant to pay it, The
answer was, ‘“ An please your honour, as I know the

plaintiff and his Mﬂywe 6P m}* it out for him in

my luﬂﬂ ﬁﬁﬂ." ‘1 | , | e
' . 498. A WEEE'S WORK.,

Letter from a youth t__b his father.
DEAR FATHER, | | il

¢ I write to you this day, which is Monday, and mean
to send it by the messenger who goes from hence to-mor-
row, Luesday ; he will be iu [ondon by FWednesday, and

you will receive it on Thursday : please let me have some

?

“money by Friday, as 1 shall c!uit this placc_: on Saturday,

and be with you on Sunday.

- i

420. A DANGEROUS CASE.
A regular physician being seut for by a maker of
universal specifics, grand salutariuios, &e. expressed his

su?riw at being called in on an_gceasion apparently
trifling.  ** Not so tritling neither,”” repl

B
ol

o . W

ot SOE e 8 A m “guﬂTﬂDE. ’
' Parson Patten, curate of Whitstable, was a witty and
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eccentric character. With his fifty pounds a year, it is
not surprising that he involved himself in debt, and lest
his credit. He sadly wanted a new wig ; and fortunately
there came to the village a new barber, who, he flattered
himself, was unacquainted with his circumstances and
character, He went therefore boldly, in his best array,
to the shop to order a wig ; and Mr, Razor felt himself
very happy in his reverend customer: ** But, sir,” said
he, *“ I am just going to a homely dinner, and shall be
proud of “your company.”” To this propoesal the parson
joyfully acceded. After dinner, and a comfortable cop
of ale, the wig-maker said, ‘“ Now,sir, if you please, 1
will take your measurg.”’—** No,”” answered Patten, ** 1
have changed my mind,”” The barber, alarmed, said,
““ I am sorry if I have in any respect offended your re-
verence.” —*¢ Indeed you have not,”” replied the curate,
““ hut I find you are an honest fellow : 1f you had made
me a wig, you never would have been paid; so 1 must
take in some less liberal knight of the comb.”

481, CAUTIONS,

An old French gentleman once complained that he
had been cheated by a monk 3 when Santeuil, who was
himself of that order, being present, said to him, ** Sir,
it.is never too late to learn ;3 and, for the future, let me
advise you to beware of three thingss; of an ox before, a
horse behind, and-ef a monk every way.”

432. LOGICAL CONSEQUENCE,

An attorney having died, two of his friends meeting,
one of them observed that he had left few effects. *‘ Lam
not surprised at that,”’ said the other, ** for he had few
{'aHSGB.” - o .

433, FALSE CALCULATION,

A person who had just two thousand a year, being
nnwilling to leave any thing to his heirs, resolved to
spend not only the annual income, butalso the principal.
He accordingly made a calculation that he could not
possibly live longer than to the age of fourscore ; but
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happening to survive that period, he found himself reduc-
ed to beggary during the last six years of his_life, and
begged charity from door to door, crying: ** Pray give
gomething to a poor man who has lived longer than he

thought for.” |
434. 'PUNCTILIOS OF HONOUR.,

Two Gascon oflicers disputing on some particular sub-
ject, one of them unhandsomely contradicted the other,
by saying, ‘¢ That’s not true.” The asserter of the fact
instantly replied: *‘ You are very bold, sir, to dare to olye
me the lie : if I were a little nearer to you I would box
your ears to teach you better manners ; and you may
consider the .blow as already given.”” 'Their brother-of-
ficers present were alarmed for the consequence; but
the other, assuming a serious ‘air, rejoined, ‘“ And I,
sir, to punish you for your insolence, would run you
through the body ; so consider yourself dead.”’

A35. POLITICAL DIFINITION.

A king of France inquired of one of his ministers,
what was the real difference between a whigand a tory.
¢t Please your majesty,” replied the minister, * Icon-
ceive the difference to be merely nominal; the tories are
whigs when they want places, and the whigs are tories

when they baye got them.”’

436, THE LAUGH RETURNED. '

When we’'ve nothing to dread f rom the law’s sternest
frowns, ,
How we laugh at the barristers’ wigs, bands, and gowns !
Jut no sooner we want them to sue or defend,
Than their laughter begins, and our mirth’s at an end.

437. GOOD-HUMOURED REPLY,

At the first masquerade which George the Sé¢cond ho-
noured with his presence in England, a lady invited
him to drink a glass of wine at one of the beanfets. With
this he readily complied : and the lady, filling a bumper,




118 - ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF WIT.

said, ““ Here, mask, the Pretender’s health ;”’ then fill-
ing another glass, presented it to the king, who, receiving
it with a smile, replied, ‘“ I.drink with all my heart te
the health of all unfortunate princes.”

435. A LOVE-LETTER AND ITS ANSWER,

To Eliza, with a Bird.

Accept, dear maid, the most delightful bird.
That ever Venus to her chariot bound ;

By Love adopted, and by Peace preferr’d,
For meekness valued, and for faith renown’d,

A bird in which such rare perfections meet,
Alone is worthy to be counted thine; '

His beauty, fair one, is like yours complete,
And his fidelity resembles mine.

To J ulius, with another,

Swain, T accept your all-accomplish’d Dove,
With rapture listen to his plaintive moan,

And vow with constancy the bird to love,
Whose beauty thus reminds me of my own,

I cannot prove my gratitude too soon,
For such a mark of tenderness conferr’d ;

80 song for song be thine, and boon for boon,
Kindness for kindness, swain, and bird for bird,

Lo, the best fowl that Lincoln can produce,
My choice has singled from a tuneful group !

Accept, sweet bard, from me as great a Goose
As e’er was fattened in a poulterer’s coop.

Your verse the merit of the Dove displays :
The compliments I pay my bird are few $
Yet ’tis, methinks, no niggard share of praise

To say how strongly he resembles you. |

X 43, A CONGRATULATION.

At a late circuit-dinner, one of the counsellors observ-
ed, with great virulence, that he should certainly hang

»
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