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argues about the will and the purpose | “intelligence, as alone conceiva:bla--.ﬁg@-;ﬁ

of God. Mathematics, as Spinoza long
ago protested, might as well discuss the
circularity of a triangle. Will and pur-
pose are attributes of the limited and
conditioned ; they imply an end external
to the agent, and a desire on his part to
accomplish it. Attempt to attach these
ideas to the idea of the Absolute and
Infinite, and you will find yourself
plunged 1nto a bottomless sea of
absurdity. How can there be an end
external to the Absolute ? and how can
the Infinite pass through states of con-
sciousness, constituting the act of voli-
tion? Even intelligence or conscious-
ness itself 1s conceivable only as a
relation, and therefore the Absolute
cannot be thought of as conscious.
Intelligence demands

a conscious subject and an object of which
he is conscious. The subject is a subject
to the object; the object is an object to
the subject ; and neither can exist by itself
as the absolute. This difficulty......
may be for the moment evaded by distin-
guishing between the absolute as related
to another and the absolute as related to
itself. The absolute, it may be said, may
possibly be conscious, provided it is only
conscious of itself. But this alternative is,
in ultimate analysis, no less self-destructive
than the other. For the object of con-
sciousness, whether a mode of the subject’s
existence or not, is either created in and
by the act of consciousness, or has an
existence independent of it. In the former
case the object depends upon the subject,
and the subject alone is the true absolute.
In the latter case the subject depends upon
the object, and the object alone is the true
absolute. Or, if we attempt a third
hypothesis, and maintain that each exists
:ndependently of the other, we have no
absolute at all, but only a pair of relatives ;
for coexistence, whether in consciousness
or not, 1s itself a relation.?

Or, to put the matter in language else-
where employed by Spencer himself,

* Mansell, quoted in First Principles, § 13.
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us, presupposes existence independent
of it and objective to" itiisi.iTo
speak of an intelligence which existsin
the absence of such alien activities ,is.{;w;_; -
use a meaningless word.” Hence, the N
intelligence ascribed to the Absolute
Being “answers in no respect to that =
which we know by the name. It is;l;-?ff
intelligence out of which all the charac-
ters constituting it have vanished.”* = =
The fundamental assumptions
rationalistic theology are thus, as Dean =
Mansel concludes, self-destructive. Turn
where we will, choose our vocabulary as %
we may, we must inevitably commit
ourselves to endless confusion, so long
as we rest in even the highest and purest
forms of anthropomorphic theism—so .‘
long, that is, as we persist in thinking of

iy

the ultimate reality that religion calls = =
God as a gwasi:human entity, and ;-;.;f"-'-
deceive ourselves into believing that we
are gaining anything like a truer and
deeper understanding of his nature by
ascribing to the Infinite and Absolute &
Existence qualities and attributes that = =
can have no possible meaning when
taken out of connection with the finite
and conditioned. Hence it is evident =
that the further progress of thought
“must force men hereafter to drop the
higher anthropomorphic characters given
to the First Cause, as they have long
since dropped the lower.”? | iy
It is only necessary to add to this part

of the argument that the impossibility, =
thus made apparent, of defining the * =
ultimate reality in terms of human = =
activities means, of course, the impossi-

bility of defining the ultimate reality in
any terms at all. Humanity furnishes

us with our highest conception of life.

' Lcclesiastical Institutions, § 658. 2 [bid.
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That the infinite universe contains forms
of existence -transcending ours in incon-
ceivable ways and in almost infinite
degrees is, beyond question, a rational
supposition ; but any attempt to image
such superior forms must still be circum-
scribed by what we know of intelligence
in the highest manifestations in which
it has yet been revealed to us. We
cannot in the nature of things get rid of
our own limitations; wander where it
will, our imagination must still be
tethered fast to our own conditions. If,
then, passing from the thought of
transcendently  superior phenomenal
existences, which as phenomenal must
have a certain kinship with ourselves, to
the thought of the noumenal existence,
which as noumenal can possess none of
the characteristics of the phenomenal,
we find inevitably that our human
nature furnishes us with no kind of
standard, criterion, or point of departure ;
we are bound to realise that no standard,
criterion, or point of departure is possible
to us. If the highest that we know
leaves us without help in our effort to
conceive that which an infinitely superior
phenomenal intelligence would still be
as far from apprehending as ourselves,
then it is clear that the enterprise itself
has to be relinquished. And thus, by
noting the failure which must of necessity
follow every attempt to frame a concep-
tion of the ultimate reality, we are led
round to the great truth made clear the
moment we recognise the relativity of all
our thinking—the truth, namely, that all
conception of Absolute Being 1s for ever
beyond our grasp.
V.

Here, then, we have established certain
negative conclusions. We have seen, 1n
the first place, that, according to the
doctrine of evolution, we cannot regard

man as possessing an innate, transcen-
dental sense of Deity, and that we must,
therefore, seeck a natural genesis for
religious as for all other ideas. One
current hypothesis is thus overthrown.
In the second place, we have found that
the progress of religious thought has
largely consisted in the gradual elimina-
tion of anthropomorphic elements from

the idea of Deity, and that this elimina

tion must go on until all human or
guasi-human attributes are entirely
expunged. Accepted theological teach
ings in regard to the personality and
character of God are thus shown to
belong to a lower stage of religious
thought—a stage already partly, and
presently to be entirely, outgrown.

But, fortunately, we do not have to rest
in these emphatic repudiations of so much
that seems most sacred in our modern
heritage of thought. There is a positive
as well as a negative aspect to our whole
argument—a constructive as well as des-
tructive side. To this we will now turn.

That larger charity, which is one of
the most striking results of evolutionary
habits of inquiry, has taught us to recog-
nise not only “the soul of goodness in
things evil,” but also the soul of truth in
things erroneous. We no longer discard
as absolutely and entirely without founda-
tion even the strangest and most
grotesque ideas that have ever gained
foothold in the thoughts of our race.
Absurd as they may seem to the super-
ficial or careless observer, the mere fact
that they have existed and have held their
own may be taken to prove that they
originally ‘germinated out of actual
experiences—originally contained, and
perhaps still contain, some small amount
of verity.””

v First Principles, § 1.




e e W A B e - w5

:
L] e
-

112 REL!GIOUS ASPECTS O THE SPENCER!AN PH!LOSOPHI"

If this is true in regard to behefs in
general, especially must it be held to be
true in regard to such beliefs as have
given evidence of unusual and persistent
vitality. It was a cheerful doctrine of
the old theology that if a thing were
pleasant it was, therefore, certain to be
wrong ; whence, by analogy, it might be
assumed that the more widespread an
idea, the less chance there would be of
its embodying any nucleus of reality.
But, from the standpoint here adopted,
this atrabilious supposition is shown to
lack foundation. For, when any belief
has become deeply embedded in human
nature, when it resists modifications of
fashion and thought, and holds 1ts ground
in perennial strength amid all the intellec-
tual and moral upheavals of the ages, we
see reason to infer that it does so because,
whatever may be its encumbrances and
adulterations of error, it contains some
core of essential truth. Now, suppose
that, recognising this trait of universality
and persistency in a given belief as pr7ma
Jacie evidence of its possessing a strong
basis of verity, we observe that it is not
only very general and very stable, but
also that it i1s a constituent element
common to many otherwise conflicting
systems of thought—what is the infer-
ence that we are compelled to draw?
The inference, surely, that, generated
among different men under almost
infinitely varied conditions, caught up
by and preserved in creeds and philo-
sophies having scarcely another point of
similarity, and enduring amid the most
sweeping changes and far-reaching

developments of thought, this belief |

must - hold some kernel of truth of
supreme importance—must shoot out
some tendrils running far down into the
deepest subsoil of human life and experi-
ence.

Bearing thlS in mlnd we may revert to

a point already dealt with. = In seeking
for the broadest possible deﬁmtzon of

the religious idea, we concluded that in

the last analysis that idea would every-
where be found to depend upon the sense
of an existence other than the existence
which we describe as natural. Belief in a
mode of life and power other than our own
—in a ‘“something not ourselves,” the
influence of which is none the less felt
through all our existence—is, therefore,
the central belief around which all con-
crete forms of religion have gradually ac-.
cumulated ; itis the belief which all such
concrete forms, whatever may be the

diverse courses of their evolutions, con- =

tinue to hold in common ; it is the resi-
dual element left when all their differences
are cancelled and all their antagonistic
factors thrown aside. Almost if not
quite universal, and obstinately persis-
tent, it is therefore the belief that, how-
ever much it may be distorted or dis-
guised, must be taken as embodying the
largest and most important truth. Now,
all religious systems have built upon the
foundation furnished by this belief a
theory of explanation—a philosophy—of
the universe; recognising one and all,
from lowest to highest, that a mystery
lies at the heart of things—a mystery
from the overwhelming sense of which
there is no possibility of escape. And
what, in regard to this universal recogni-
tion of the problem of the universe, has
been the course of the evolution of
religious thought? Every stage in ad-
vance has only served to bring the sense
of mystery into more conspicuous reiief.
Earlier interpretations, shown by wider
knowledge and larger outlook to be 1n-
sufficient, are discarded or modified;
hypotheses framed by one generation
are seen by the next generation to be

| f ae™
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= =

untenable ; until at length the inevitable | pointed out, the supernaturalistic theory

goal of the whole movement comes
within sight, and the most thoughtful

inquirers begin to realise that the mystery
of which all the creeds have sought an
explanation 1s a mystery for which no
explanation can ever possibly be found.
Thus, however much religious systems
may differ from one another in their
suggested solutions of the problem of
life, and from that most developed
philosophy which, conscious that every
hypothesis that ever has been or ever
can be framed concerning it is untenable,
declares the problem itself to be insoluble,
they are at one upon the supreme point,
that the mystery is there. This 1s a
truth “respecting which there 1s a latent
agreement among all mankind, from the
fetich-worshipper to the most stoical
critic of human creeds.”

In endeavouring to trace the natural

history of the religious idea we throw no

discredit, then, upon that idea 1n 1its
higher developments, any more than we
throw discredit upon the moral idea in
its higher developments by following
that down to its crudest forms. We
recognise, of course, that man in the
beginning was potentially religious, as
he was potentially intelligent, and poten-
tially moral. Given this potentiality, our
business is simply with the grow#Z of
the religious idea ; in studying which we
find, in all its changes and ramifications,
some vital germ of truth. Here, as In
the case of the moral sense, it is difficult
to see what advantage the advocates of
supernatural origin can possibly claim
over those against whose theories of a
natural origin they so fiercely protest.

Indeed, the advantage is rather on the
other side, since, as Dr. Fairbairn has

v Zyrst Principles, § 14.

implies that man must have had what
Schelling called “an original atheism of
consciousness.”

Thus we have two permanent elements
in religious thought: the belief In a
mode of life and power other than our
own, and a sense of the ultimate mys-
tery of the universe ; the former of them
being used as a key to the latter. We
have seen that the inevitable tendency
of religious development is to make this
mystery more apparent. Let us now
inquire into the evolution of the other
element—that idea of an existence not
our own, upon which all religious inter-
pretations of the origin and meaning of
the universe have been based.

The following extract from Spencer’s
Ecclesiastical Institutions (§ 659) will
serve our purpose much better than any
words of our own :—

Every voluntary act yields to the primi-
tive man proof of a source of energy
within him. Not that he thinks about his
internal experiences; but iIn these ex-
periences this notion lies latent. When
producing motion in his limbs, and through
them motion in other things, he 1s aware
of the accompanying feeling of effort. And
this sense of effort, which is the perceived
antecedent of changes produced by him,
becomes the conceived antecedent of
changes not produced by him—furnishes
him with a term of thought by which to
represent the genesis of these objective
changes. At first this i1dea of muscular
forces as anteceding unusual events around
him carries with it the whole assemblage
of associated ideas. He thinks of the im-
plied efforts as efforts exercised by beings
like himself. In course of time these
doubles of the dead, supposed to be
workers of all but the most familiar
changes, are modified in conception. Be-
sides becoming less grossly material, some
of them are developed into larger per-
sonalities presiding over classes of pheno-
mena which, being comparatively regular
in their order, suggest a belief in beings
who, while far more powerful than men,

are less variable in their modes of action.
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S0 that the idea of force as exercised by | through all the less developed stages o)

such beings comes to be less associated
with the idea of a human ghost. Further
advances, by which minor supernatural
agents are merged in one general agent,
and by which the personality of this general
agent 1s rendered vague while becoming
widely extended, tend still further to dis-
sociate the notion of objective force from
the force known as such In consciousness ;
and the dissociation reaches its extreme in
the thoughts of the man of science, who
interprets in terms of force not only the

thought. Meanwhile, the tendency to
‘de-anthropomorphisation little by little
modifies all the earlier religious concep-
tions by depriving them one by one of
their human and gxasi-human charac-
teristics, beginning with the lower, but
gradually passing onward to the higher ;
until finally, through continuance of the
same tendency, all such characteristics
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visible changes of sensible bodies, but all will disappear. When this has at length £ 7
physical changes whatever, even up to : : : R
the undulations of the ethereal medium. taken place, there will be nothmg left in ViR ;:—,tg

Nevertheless, this force (be it force under
that statical form by which matter resists,
or under that dynamical form distinguished
~ as energy)is to the last thought of in terms
of that internal energy which he is con-
scious of as muscular effort. He is com-

thought but the permanent and inex-
pugnable sense of the power of which
all the phenomenal universe is but the

transient expression—the reality that
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lled t SR et sy underlies it all. Thus the conception e
pelled to symbolise objective force in terms . | . )
of subjective force from lack of any other of *the life n_Ot oursehtes-—the Life Out_ of .-’
symbol. which all existence arises, and by which s

See, now, the implications. That internal it is sustained—just as it has been en- R

energy which in the experiences of the
primitive man was always the immediate
antecedent of changes wrought by him ;
that energy which, when Interpreting
external changes, he thought of along with
those attributes of a human personality
connected with it in himself—is the same
energy which, freed from anthropomorphic
accompaniments, is now figured as the
cause of all external phenomena. The last
stage reached is recognition of the truth
that force as it exists beyond consciousness
cannot be like what we know as force

within consciousness; and that yet, as tlfm' On th_e COnLIaLy, f.or him it is the %
either is capable of generating the other, | highest possible affirmation. Unknow- et
they must be different modes of the >ame. | able in itself, the noumenon—the reality B

Consequently, the final outcome of that
speculation commenced by the primitive
man is that the Power manifested through-
out the universe distinguished as material,
i1s the same Power which in ourselves wells
up under the form of consciousness.

Little comment upon this passage is
called for. The sense of a mode of
life and power other than our own,
which, as we have seen, has from the
first been taken as the clue to the
arcanum of the universe, necessarily
arises under an anthropomorphic form,
and under this form continues to persist

larging from the very beginning, “ must
go on enlarging, until, by disappearance
of its limits, it becomes a consciousness
which transcends the forms of distinct
thought, though it for ever remains a
consclousness,”t

All this is surely a sufficient answer to
those who maintain that Spencer’s doc-
trine of the Absolute is merely a nega-

behind phenomena—is still the founda-
tion of all our knowledge. Whatever

else may be doubted, this at least can

never be called in question. It is the
one inexpugnable element in conscious-
ness, left over in the last analysis as the
ultimate, inexplicable, indestructible first
principle of thought. Obliterate 1t, and

the whole fabric of our knowledge would
crumble to nothing.>

* Lecclesiastical Institutions, § 658.
2 First Lrinciples, § 26.
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VI.

- To recapitulate. Stating the matter
broadly, and in the first place regarding
only its negative aspects, we have seen
that the Spencerian doctrine cuts the
ground directly from beneath all forms
of anthropomorphic theism, in which
God appears as ‘“Man’s giant shadow,
hailed divine.”* There are low and

high forms of such theism, varying all

along the line from that of the Fijian,
who pictures his gods as cannibals as
brutal and bloody as himself, to that of
so refined and subtle a thinker as Dr.
Martineau, who talks of the ‘“character
of God ” and “the order of affections in
Him?”; but, be their differences otherwise
what they may, they correspond in their
ascription to the Absolute and Infinite
Power of traits and characteristics having
purely relative and finite connotations.
But it is now clear that even the highest
form of anthropomorphism is, philo-
sophically considered, without justifica-
tion. All our knowledge is limited to
phenomena ; and when, from dealing
with phenomena, we pass on to think or
speak of that which is not phenomenon,
but reality, we are bound to think and
speak in terms which necessarly lose
all exact meaning in the transfer. Will,
intention, foresight, personality, purpose
—we know what these signify when
applied to creatures conditioned like
ourselves ; applied to the Unconditioned,
they are empty words, having no mean-
ing at all, or meanings which involve
countless absurdities and contradictions.
“To think that God is, as we can think
him to be, is blasphemy ”—such 1s the
conclusion to which we are ultimately
forced. However vast, however deep,

r William Watson, 7/%e Unknown God.

| our knowledge of the phenomenal
| universe may hereafter become, it 1S

that phenomenal universe which must
for ever oppose an adamantine barrier to
our thought. Science may press forward
in every direction, and open up vistas of
which at present we do not even dream ;
but her ever-widening circle will only
bring us into larger touch with the
nescience that lies beyond.  The
dividing line between appearance and
reality can never be passed, no matter
what achievements of insight and genius
and knowledge the future ages may hold
in store ; and for all mankind, as for us,
the eternal and ever-working power re-
vealed to us only in its manifestations
must still remain beyond definition,
beyond even conception.

But happily our philosophy brings a
message of promise as well as a message
of discouragement. In his controversy
with Mr. Frederic Harrison, some years
ago, Spencer very properly called his
brilliant antagonist to task for loudly
applauding the irreparable defeat which
theology had sustained at his (Spencer’s)
hands, while refusing to acknowledge
the services he had rendered to religion
by showing the essential germ of truth
which, whatever its errors and divaga-
tions, every theology contains. The
whole discussion only served to em-
phasise in many minds the feeling
that it is not a little unfortunate that
Spencer should have made such promi-
nent use of the word ‘ unknowable,” not
because his meaning is not perfectly
plain to the careful student of Part I. of
First Principles, but because he has thus
left a loophole for what has been well
described as some of the dreariest
twaddle which has been given to the
world under the name of philosophical
discussion since the days of medizeval
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scholasticism. For the word “ unknow-
able” has allowed the adverse critic to
assume, and to build a whole superstruc-
ture of argument upon the assumption,
that Spencer’s doctrine of the Absolute
Is a vacuum—a mere negation of thought.
So far from this being the case, we have
shown that, for the Spencerian, the truth
that behind all we know and can know,
eluding thought and transcending imagi-
nation, there is the one Eternal Reality,
s the corner-stone of all our knowledge
—the one fact that can never be either
analysed or got rid of. And here we
may notice how, in this final datum of
consciousness, religion and science find
their complete and permanent reconcilia-
tion. For the supreme and everlasting
power which religion calls God is the
eternal and inscrutable  energy which
science finds at the back of its widest
generalisations and beneath its deepest
investigations.  All science leads at last
to the mystery with which all religion
begins. Science, indeed, speaks of that
mystery in language which is formal and
colourless, for its statements are purely
intellectual. But translated into the
language of the emotions, its ideas
become deeply religious.*

It 1s true that all this means the inevit-
able sacrifice of many of the ideas now
most deeply embedded in the current
creeds. It is true that it compels us to
look for a more and more complete pur-
gation from the conception of Deity of all
human attributes ; since to speak of the
Divine will, or a Personal Creator, or an

* To prevent misapprehension, I may add that
I do not myself rest in this somewhat blank
form of reconciliation between science and
religion. But I content myself here and in
what follows with indicating merely what
appear to me to be the immediate implications
of Spencer’s own thought.

| intelligent Governor of the universe, is,

from the standpoint of philosophical
exactness, scarcely more admissible than
to go back at once to the quaintly man-
like images of the early Hebrew Scrip-
tures. It i1s true that it forces us to
realise with ever-increasing vividness how
little all our feeble guessings must be

worth in face of the Great Enigma, since,
as the choice lies, not between person- ==
ality and something lower, but between )
personality- and something inconceivably f
higher, we are probably incalculably ?‘
further from the truth when we speak
of the Infinite and Absolute in terms iy
of human emotion and human intel- ?
ligence than we should be if we at- S

tempted to describe human emotion
and human intelligence in terms of a
plant’s functions. But all this not-
withstanding, and though we are forced
to admit the futility of all the efforts of i
all the theologies to formulate that which
1s forever beyond formulation, we are

not therefore to suppose that we are left ‘_
without touch upon the Unseen and e

Eternal, or that there is no kinship and
no communion between our spirits and
the Source and Sustainer of all things — |
“the Power in darkness whom we s
guess.” Given the ultimate Reality— s

the great central fact of consciousness— =
and we are bound to conceive of that = Ba.

Reality, not, indeed, as personal and
conscious in the strict meaning of these i

words, but still as the power which is
manifested in personality and conscious-
ness in ourselves; personality and con-
sciousness being modes in which the
Eternal Energy expresses itself in us by
reason of the fact that we are conditioned
by that which is not ourselves. Thus,
seeing our human necessity to give some
form to our conceptions, and our human
inability to find any form higher than

3 L

"y iy

1

VL

I._- L

k!

1 PR

{4
II

i
i




=

the highest within ourselves, we may |

even allow ourselves to carry the ideas
of personality and consciousness with us
in our thought of the ultimate Reality,and
I hold that we are justified in so doing,
if we bear ever in mind the one supremely
important qualification that our language
does not define, but symbolise, and thus
avoid the danger of passing from sym-
bolism, which is defensible, to definition,
which can lead to nothing but the con-
fusion of empty dogmatism, and the
ignorance which mistakes itself for
knowledge.*

Does this seem, after all, to be offer-
ing little in place of that which is taken
away ? To the present generation this
must needs perhaps be so. Men move
with difficulty from concrete image to
abstract statement. The religious pro-
gress of the world has been like the
slow ascent of a man up a sheer perpen-
dicular cliff—every new foothold upward
has been carved out and graven deep
with infinite labour and countless tears.
The thought a little inadvance of the emo-
tional grasp of each era has to that era
necessarily seemed chilling and repulsive
—it has lacked the warmth, the glow, the
appealing power, which are possessed
only by ideas long steeped in the

* For myself I go with Fiske when he says:
¢“I do not hold...... that we are justified in using
such an expression as ‘infinite personality * in a
philosophical inquiry, where clearness of thought
and speech is above all things desirable. But I
do hold most emphatically that we are not
debarred from ascribing a guasi-psychical nature
to the Deity simply because we can frame no
proper conception of such a nature as absolute
and infinite.” It must be remembered (though
it is too often forgotten) that, unless we cease to
think altogether, we mus? think anthropomor-
phically; and, as Dr. Martineau rightly protested,
materialism as a theory of things 1s quite as
anthropomorphic as the current theism.
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feelings. No wonder, then, that when
his anthropomorphic error had been
proved to him, the old monk Serapion
should have cried aloud 1n all the agony
of his despair, * You have robbed me of
my God !” No wonder that in the hour
of unspeakable craving Luther’s wife
should have exclaimed against the cold-
ness and hardness of her new creed.
This must necessarily be the cry of many
in every period of transition from lower
to higher thought in the future, as it has
already been the cry of many during every
such crisis in the past. Every move-
ment forward out of familiar forms and
feelings has inevitably been attended by
some wrenching of the religious nature;
and not without still further agitation and
upheaval shall we pass at length out of
anthropomorphic theism altogether into
that cosmic theism to which the long
course of religious evolution has from
the very first been slowly leading us. In
the development of thought, as Professor
Clifford pointed out, the feelings can
never quite keep pace with the intellect
—a truth which throws a flood of light
upon the religious crisis of our own day.
When the existing balance between
knowledge and emotion is disturbed by
the discovery of fresh truth, the intellect
will readily adjust itself to the new con-
ditions, while the emotions cling tena-
ciously about the things that are being
left behind. Thus, while intellectually
we may seize and appropriate those vast
cosmical ideas which the wider know-
ledge of our time is yielding us in place
of the simpler and cruder imaginings of
the past; while we may even realise
more or less clearly that these new ideas
are in themselves infinitely more im-
pressive, more awe-inspiring, more truly
religious, than any that have been possible
to mankind hitherto; yet until these
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And the religious problem of the race at
large is similar to this. The emotions
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1deas can grow sacred to us through
habit and association, until they can
sink down into our feelings and dwell
there, and become saturated with the
ﬁne:;-atmosphere of our thought, they
will be little to us but the abstractions
of philosophy. That the mass of men
will progress far in the difficult task
of thus incorporating them and making
them their own, in our time, or for
many generations to come, can hardly
be supposed. But that adjustment of
emotion to knowledge, which is a con-
stant accompaniment of evolving life,
will in time vitalise and spiritualise these
new and now strange concepts of our
philosophy—perhaps more rapidly than
some of us are apt to imagine.

“The common problem—yours, mine, every-
one’s,
Is—not to fancy what were fair in life
Provided it could be—but finding first
What may be, then find how to make it fair
Up to our means—a very different thing.”’
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gifted with prophetic vision, is the!ﬁrst

to enter sympathetically into all ‘that
science reveals concerning the order of {3

the universe, and to proclaim ts
religious bearings to a world that, fors

the time being, it has blinded ¢ by exc;e‘s__g-'- @
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theologians could only thus realise their
privileges and their responsibilities, and
from the history of the many epochs of
dire struggle and confusion through A
which, amid darkness and desPair,-me;a-"';:-;fg{;,.
have in the past been carried forward,
as on a tidal wave, to higher levels of "8
the inspiration of a larger faith in Whﬂ.-_!‘.__-",l-{'_.“ﬁfﬁ
the future holdsinstore ! Meanwhile, it -:
1s to the great poets particularly that-we -
have to look for help. In the following
magnificent lines of Wordsworth, for =
example, we may perhaps read the "Eﬁ
promise of a near and complete transla- ©
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thought and feeling, could but ecatch ,
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of each generation, adjusted to the
average knowledge of that generation,
cannot but receive a rude shock when
some new scientific revelation SWeeps
away their old foundations, and thuys
shatters the ancient bases of religious
faith. At such a crisis what is to be
done? Nothing, but to accept the new
truth 1n all humility, and, i the firm
trust that the further evolution of
thought will presently lead to the com.
plete reharmonisation of knowledge and
feeling; to set our faces resolutely
towards the light. The true religious
teacher in such a transitional period is,
therefore, not the man who enters the
battlefield of thought to fight for the
knowledge of yesterday against the |
knowledge of to-day ; but rather he who,

tion of the religious ideas which we have ;Jh
been here trying to interpret—the ideas 5
of an Eternal Power manifesting itself j’*‘g
through the order of Nature, and of the 1';‘“
essential unity of all life—out of the "4
language of science into the language of ‘i%‘?
the feelings—the natural language, be it Yt
ever remembered, for all religious faith i

and aspiration :— | i -ffi-f-:l" '
““‘I have felt
A presence that disturbs me with the joy
Of elevated thoughts ; a sense sublime
Of something far more deeply interfused,
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,
And the round ocean and the living air,
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man :
A motion and a spirit that impels el
All thinking things, all objects of all thought,
And rolls through all things.”* e

* Lines Composed a Jew Miles above Tintern « fﬂ' :
Abbey, 1798. This superb passage, tﬂgﬂthﬂ,
With such poems as Tennyson’s Ancient Sage o
and Akbar's Dream, may be profitably compared

with those passages in Z%e Zask in which

Cowper gave expression to the mechanical
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Of one thing at least we may rest
assured. As each larger thought of the
universe has at length been absorbed into
the emotions, and as from the vantage-
point then reached men have looked
back and seen their older conceptions in
all their limitations and crudity ; so will
this largest thought yet brought upon our
horizon be also emotionally appropriated ;
and so, also, when this has been done,
will men realise how imperfect were all the
ideas belonging even to the highest stage
of anthropomorphism. Then, indeed,
will the religious emotions, harmonising
with a wider, truer, and deeper know-
ledge of the Cosmos, and a fuller and
profounder sense of the Reality of which

the universe is but the fleeting manifes- ;

tation, as much transcend the religious
emotions of our own day as do these the

theism of Paley and his school. Such a com-
parison enables us to appreciate the real advance
that we have made towards an emotionalisation
of the new thoughts of science concerning the
universe and the final mystery of life.

.

religious emotions of the fetich-worship-
ping savage. Nor can the future progress
of science do otherwise than strengthen
and enlarge them. As knowledge grows
‘““from more to more,” so will *“ more of
reverence in us dwell,” and the choral
harmonies of knowledge and feeling 1in
the time to come will be richer and
vaster than the broken music of the past.
For with every fresh exploration through
a universe which is literally pulsating
with life—a universe “boundless inward
in the atom, boundless outward through
the whole ”—one truth will rise into ever
greater distinctness, and fill a larger and
larger place in the minds of men. For
amid all the “ mysteries which become
the more mysterious the more they are
thought about, there will remain the
absolute certainty ” that we are ‘ ever in
presence of an Infinite and Eternal
Energy, from which all things proceed.”
Here Science finds with Religion the
ultimate and everlasting Fact of facts.
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CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF SPENCER’S WRITINGS

[THE more important of Spencer’s

magazine articles, and of his shorter

separate publications, are contained in
the Library edition of his Essays,
Scientific, Political, and Speculative,
issued by Messrs. Williams & Norgate.
The volume numbers added to various
of the following titles refer to this collec-
tion. |

1842. Letters on the Proper Sphere of
Government.,

1844. Remarks on the Theory of Reciprocal
Dependence in the Animal and
Vegetable Creations (Philosophical
Magazine, February. Republished
i;} Autobiography, vol. i., Appendix

)-

1847. The Form of the Earth no Proof of
Original Fluidity (Philosophical
Magazine, March. Republished
31; Autobiography, vol. i., Appendix

1850. Social Statics. (Selections from this

work were published along with a
new edition of The Man wersus
The State in 1892.)

1852. Theory of Population. (Afterwards
developed in Part VI. of The
Principles of Biology.)

Use and Beauty (vol. i1.).

The Development Hypothesis (vol.i.).

The Sources of Architectural Types
(vol. i1.).

Philosophy of Style (vol. ii.).

Gracefulness (vol. ii.).

A Theory of Tears and Laughter
(Leader ; December 11th.)

Use of Anthropomorphism.

1853. Over-Legislation (vol. iii.).

Valuation of Evidence (vol. ii.).

The Universal Postulate. (After-

wards embodied in The Principles
of Psychology, Part VII., chapter

1859. The Laws of Organic Form,

1862. First Principles.

x1.)

1854. Manners and Fashion (vol. iii.).
The Genesis of Science (vol. ii.).
The Art of Education.

tion.)

Railway Morals and Railway Policy

(vol. 111.). %
Personal Beauty (vol. i1.).

1855. Principles
edition).

1857. Progress : its Lawand Cause (vol. 1.).
Origin and Function of Music

(vol. 11.). |
Transcendental Physiology (vol. 1).
Representative Government (vol. iii.).

1858. State Tamperings with Money and
Ranks (SOl Al

Moral Education. (Now forming

chapter 1il. of the work on Educa- "

tiDI’i;) .
The Nebular Hypothesis (vol. i.).
Archetype and Homologies of the

Vertebrate Skeleton.

(After-
wards developed in Part IV. of
The Principles of Biology.)

Physical Education. (Now forming
chapter 1v. of the work on Educa-
tion.)

What Knowledge is of most Worth ?
(Now forming chapter 1. of the
same work.)

[llogical Geology (vol. i.).

The Morals of Trade (vol. iii.).

1860. Bain on the Emotions and the Will

(vol. 1.).
The Social Organism (vol. 1.).
The Physiology of Laughter (vol. ii.).
Parliamentary Reform (vol. iii.).
Prison Ethics (vol. ii1.).

1861. Education : Intellectual, Moral, and

Physical. (Cheap reprint by the

Rationalist Press ]

1903.)

(Sixth and final
edition, 1900,)

On Laws in General and the Order

(Now forming
chapter ii. of the work on Educa-

of Psychology (first
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1864.

1865.

1866.

1867.

1870.
1371.

1872.

1373.

1875.

1876.

1877.

1879.

13881.

1382,
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of their Discovery (vol. ii.). (A
chapter from the first edition of
First Principles, omitted from the
reorganised edition.)

What is Electricity ? (vol. ii.).

Classification of the Sciences (vol. ii.).

Reasons for dissenting from the
Philosophy of M. Comte (vol. ii.).
(First published as an appendix to
the just-named article.)

The Collective Wisdom (vol. 1i1.).

Political Fetichism (vol 111.).

Mill zs. Hamilton—The Test of Truth
(vol. ii.). |

On Circulation and the Formation of
Wood in Plants (Transactions of
the Linnzan Society, vol. xxv.
Republished in Principles of
Biology, vol. ii., appendix C.).

First Principles (remodelled).

Principles of Biology (two volumes).
(Revised ' and enlarged edition,
1898, 1399.)

Origin of Animal Worship (vol. 1.).

Specialised Administration (vol. iii.).

Morals and Moral Sentiments (vol.1.).

Principles of Psychology (enlarged
edition, two volumes).
Mr. Martineau on Evolution (vol. 1.).

The Study of Sociology. (Interna-
tional Scientific Series.)
Obituary Notice of J. S. Mill (Ex-

aminer, May 17th. Republishedin

Autobiography, vol. ii., appen-
dix G). 2
Replies to Criticisms (vol. il.).

(Mainly on the doctrines of First
Principles.)

Note to Professor Cairns’s Critique
on the Study of Sociology (Fort-
nightly Review, February).

Comparative Psychology of Man
(vol. 1.). ‘
Principles  of Sociology, vol. 1. A
Short Rejoinder [to J. F: McKen-
nan] (Fortnightly Review, June).
Ceremonial Institutions. (Part [V.
of the Principles of Sociology.)
The Data of Ethics. (Part I.of The
Principles of Ethics.) |
Professor Green’s Explanations
(vol. ii.). (Replying to stricturcs
on The Principles of Psychology.)
Political Institutions. (Part .V. of
The Principles of Sociology.)
The Americans: A Conversation

and a Speech (vol. iii.)...

1884. The Man wersus The State. -
Retrogressive Religion (Nineteenth —

1885.

1886.

1888.
1890.

1891.

1892.

1893.

1894.
1895.

1896.

1897.

Professor Goldwin Smith as a Critic
(Contemporary Review, June).

Century, July).

Last Words about Agnosticism and
the Religion of Humanity (Nine-
teenth Century, November).

Ecclesiastical Institutions. (Part V.
of The Principles of Sociology.)

A Rejoinder to M. de Lavelcye
(Contemporary Review, April).

The Factors of Organic Evolution

(vol. 1.).

Principles of Sociology, vol. 1. ~—— V4

The Ethics of Kant (vol. 1ii.).

Absolute Political Ethics (vol. iii.).

The Moral Motive (Guardian,
August 6th. Republished in Prin-
ciples of Ethics, vol. 1i., appen-
dix C.).

From Freedom to Bondage (vol. i11.). 4«

(First published as an introduction
to a collection of anti-Socialistic
essays entitled A Plea for Liberty.)

Justice. (Part IV. of The Principles
of Ethics.)

The Inductions of Ethics—The
Ethics of Individual Life. (Parts1l.
and III. of The Principles of
Ethics.)

The Inadequacy of Natural Selec-
tion. (Republished inappendix to
vol. i. of revised edition of The
Principles of Biology.)

Negative  Beneficence — Positive
Beneficence. (Parts V.and VI. of
The Principles of Ethics.)

A Rejoinder to Professor Weismann.

Evolutionary Ethics (Athenzum,
August 5th. Republishedin Various
Fragments).

The late Professor Tyndall (Fort-
nightly, February).

Mr. Balfour’s Dialectics (Fortnightly,
June). :
Lord Salisbury on Evolution (Nine-

teenth Century, November).

Principles of Sociology, vol. 11,
Against the Metric System. (Re-
printed in Various Fragments.)

The Relations of Biology, Psycho-

logy, and Sociology (Popular

Science Monthly, December).

Various Fragments. _
The Duke of Argyle’s Criticism

(Nineteenth Century, May).
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1902 Facts and Comments.
1904 An Autob:ography (2 vols.) follows :(—

To the above list have to be added L Enghsh ' *
II. Ancient American Races;'--

the eight parts of the Descriptive Socio- [T LoWes iR G crs
logy, a cyclopzdia of social facts col- IV. African Races.

lected, arranged, and published under | 'y, Aqatic Races.
Spencer’s supervision. With the issue | vy American Races.

of the elghth division Spencerannounced ' Vil Hebrews and Phcemcransi = % ;.:
that, omng to the deficient public | VIII. French, S ‘**
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nole, 102

BENTHAM, JEREMY, 83, 87

Biology, Principles of, 58-61

Bolingbroke, Lord, on @ prz0r7 methods
in philosophy, 43 7ofe

Browning, R., 105 znofe, 118

CHRISTIANITY, Spencer's = attitude
towards, 18

Civil Engineer, Spencer’s contributions
to, 15

Classical culture, Spencer’s view of, 14

Clifford, Professor, 117 |

Coleridge, S. T., on individuation, 49;
quoted 43

Comte, A., Spencer and, 36 nole

Conscience, Mill on, 87 ; Spencer’s inter-
pretation of, 89, 90

Consciousness, evolution of, 62 ; mystery
of, 62 note

Correlation of forces, 47

Courtney, Leonard, address at cremation
of Spencer’s remains, 24

Creeds, dependence of, on social state,
104, 105, 100 nole

DArRWIN, C., 31, 32, 36, 35, 60

De-anthropomorphisation, 107-110, 114

Deductive method, use of, in Synthetic
Philosophy, 44, 45, 53, 54 ; in a science
of ethics, 93, 94

Development Hypothesis, The, 32, 33, 37

Differentiation, one side of evolution, 33,
50-52

Dissolution and evolution, 55-57

Double, theory of the, see Ghost-theory

Economist, The, Spencer’s connection
with, 19

FEducation, influence of, 24 nole

Eliot, George, Spencer’s friendship with,
20

Empiricism, 34 7o/¢, 63

Equilibration, 57, 58 note, 59-61, 95 96

Ethics, Spencer's system of, 79-96;
place of, in his philosophy, 81, 82;
absolute and relative, 70 #no/

Evil, problem of, how treated by
Spencer, 91, 95, 96

qulutinn, Spencer’s acceptance of, 16 ;
his historic relation to theory of, 36;
basis of his philosophy, 39, 40; his
formula of, 49-53 ; factors of, 32, 33,
38, 59; in psychology, 34, 35, 61-03;
in society, 67, 68 ; and ethics, 79-31,
95, 96 ; and dissolution, §5-57

FERTILITY, animal, and progress, 60, 61

First Principles, 47, 48

Fiske, John, on Spencers use of
‘““ nervous” for ¢ psychical,” 62 nofe ;
on ‘‘the brute inheritance,” 92 ; on
religion, 109, 117

Force, persistence of, 47, 57

Genesis of Science, The, 33, 40 nole
Ghost-theory of religious origins, IOI-
103

| Godwin, 31, 60 nole

Goethe, 45 note, 50
Government, true functions of, 76-73

HARTLEY, DAVID, 87 note

Heterogeneity, increase of, one side of
evolution, 33, 50-52, 54

Hobbes, 92

Holmes, O. W., on rhythm, 56 7zof¢ ; on
religious evolution, 107

Homogeneity, instability of state of, 53, 57

Huxley, 18, 96

IBSEN, 91

Individual, the, and Society, 69-78

Individualism, Spencer’s, 19, 65-78

Individuation, 50; and reproduction, 60,
61

Inductive method, as used by Spencer,
44, 52, 54 ; limits of, 44 note

Inductive theorv of morals, 83-90

Industrial régime in society, 72

Innate ideas, 63

Integration in evolation, 50, SI

Intuitional theory of morals, 83-89

JAPAN, Spencer’s influence in, 24 #ofe
Justice, Spencer’s formula of, 70, 71, 77

. KANT, 63, 89 note

Knowledge, relativity of, 45, 46, 111
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Life as adjustment, 58
Locke, 18, 63
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MACKINTOSH, SIR J., 66

Macpherson, H., 14, 24

Malthus on population, 59, 60

Manners and Fashion, 33

Martineau, J., 115, 117 nole

Materialism, Spencer’s repudiation of, 64

Mexico, Spencer’s influence in, 24 zofe

Mill, J. S., his early education, 12 ; his
generous offer to Spencer, 22 zofe ; on
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on utilitarianism, 87

Miller, Hugh, 28 note

Miracles, 17, 18
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Morality, crisis in, 81, 82; diversities in
theory and practice, 35, 86. See also
Ethics

Motion, rhythm of, 47, 55 note, 57

Multiplication of effects, law of, 33, 51,

53, 57

NATURAL SELECTION, 30, 38, 59, 80
Nature-worship, 100, 10I
Nebular Hypothesis, 39

OpTIMISM, Spencer’s, 61, 95, 96
Origin and Function of Music, 33, 43
note

PERSISTENCE OF FORCE, 47, 57
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Philosophy g" Style, The, 33, 43 note
Population, Spencer’s treatment of the
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Mr. Balfour’s Apologeties Critically
Examined.

232 pp.; cloth, 3s. 6d. net, by post 3s. 10d.

Cgmpnsing a careful analysis of the Pre-
mier’s ¢ Philosophic Doubt” in its bearings
on his religious belief.

‘““ A piece of thorough good work : exhaustive,
gﬁn}ﬂmhmg, and withal high-toned "—ZEdward
odd.

BITHELL, RICHARD, B.Sc., Ph.D.
A Handbook of Scientific Agnostieism.

64 pp.; cloth, 2s., by post 2s. 3d.; paper,
1s., by post Is. 2d.

BUCHNER, Proressor LUDWIG.

Last Words on Materialism,
AND KINDRED SUBJECTS.

Translated by Joseph McCabe. With Por-
trait of the Author and Biographical Sketch
by his brother, Professor Alex Biichner.
xxxiv.-299 pp.; cloth, 6s. net; cheaper
edition, 2s. 6d. net, by post 2s. 10d.

GORHAM, CHARLES T.

The Ethies of the Great French
Rationalists.

1s., by post 1s. 2d.; cloth, 2s., by post
2s. 3d. :
This little work comprises brief biogra-
phical sketches of Charron, Condorcet,
Montaigne, Rousseau, Voltaire, Michelet,

Comte, Renan, and others, with carefully- |

chosen selections from their writings on

Religion and Ethics.

GOULD, F. J.

Concise History of Religion.
3 vols. Vol 1., 2s. 6d.: Vol. II., 3s. 6d.;

Vol. IIL, 5s.

The First Volume treals of the super-
stitions of savages and primiive Mman,
and delineates the characteristics of the
religions of America, Finland, China,

Egypt, Arabia, Chaldza, Syria, India,
Japan, Persia, the Kelts, Greeks, and
Romans. The Second Volume takes O

pieces the whole of the Old Testament

literature, and explains the origin of the
various parts. The last chapter describes
the Religious Environment of Early Chris-
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tianity. The Zhird Volume traces the
growth of the Christian movement, the lives
of Paul and Jesus (with due separation of
the mythical elements), and affords a
Rationalistic analysis of the whole of the
New Testament books. »

The Agnostic Island.

124 pp.; cloth, 2s., by post 2s. 3d.; boards,
Is., by post Is. 2d.

A tale of an Agnostic Settlement in the
remote waters of New Guinea visited by
three missionaries from Exeter Hall.

The Children’s Book of Moral Lessons.

First and Second Series. Each series, 2s.,
by post 2s. 3d.; the two series post free

4s. 4d.

The Religion of the First Christians.

Beautifully bound, gold lettered, 2s. 6d.

‘ Absorbingly interesting.... We strongly recom-
mend the perusal of this enlightening book. Mr.
Gould’s style is characterised b lucidity and logic.
He achieves the chief end of nlrliteratur:—tu make
your subject interesting.”—X~ eynolds’s.

Tales from the Bible.

103 pp.; cloth, od. net, by post IId.;
boards, 6d. net, by post 8d.

Tales from the New Testament.
176 pp-; cloth, 1s. net, by post Is. 3d.

The Building of the Bible.

Showing the Chronological Order in which
the Books of the Old and New Testaments
appeared according to Recent Biblical

Criticism ; with Notes on Contemporary
events. 24 pp.; 3d., by post 4d.

The New Conversion.
14 pp.; 2d., by post 2}2d.

The Ethical Riches.
14 pp.; 2d., by post 2)2d.

GLANVILLE, W. (ex-Baptist Minister).

The Web Unwoven;

or, The Dolus Theory of the Book of Acts,
as presented in a Critique of Chapters X., = = =
KJ., and XIIL. of same. 3d. net, by post = =

5d. : i
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GODFREY, W. S.

Theism Found Wanting.
- 2d. by post 3d.

‘“ An exceptionally acute, sane, dispassionate,
and closely-reasoned thesis.”"—Agnostic ournal,

““Whether one agrees or not with the conclusions
of the book, one is bound to respect the fine quali-
ties of the author, and to give him patient hear-
ing."”"—Liverpool Review.

HOLYOAKE, G. J. |
The Origin and Nature of Secularism;

Showing that where Freethought commonly
ends Secularism begins. 136 pp.; cloth,
Is. net, by post Is. 3d.

The Logie of Death.

With cover, 3d., by post 332d.; without
cover, on thin paper, 1d., by post 1}2d.

Two Great Preachers;

or, Appreciation Distinct from Concurrence.
15 pp-; 3d., by post 3J2d.

HUXLEY, THOMAS HENRY.

Possibilities and Impossibilities.
14 pp-; 3d., by post 3}2d.

JEKYLL, M.A., WALTER.

The Bible Untrustworthy.
A Critical Comparison of Contradictory
Passages in the Scriptures, with a View of
Testing their Historical Accuracy. xil.-
284 pp.; cloth, 3s. 6d. net, by post 3s. 10d.

McCABE, ]J.
(lately Very Rev. FATHER ANTONY, O.S.F.).

From Rome to Rationalism;
or, WHY I LEFT THE CHURCH.

32 pp.; 4d., by post 5d.

Modern Rationalism ;

Being a Sketch of the Progress of the
Rationalistic Spirit in the Nineteenth Cen-
tury. 193 pp.; cloth, 2s. 6d. post free;
paper covers, Is., by post 1s. 3d.

In a succession of six informing sketches
Mr. McCabe delineates the work of the
critical or Agnostic spirit.

The Religion of the Twentieth Century.

Is., by post Is. 2d. Contents :—The Right
and Duty of Reason—The Effect of Science
on Religion—Rational Analysis of the Old
Faith—Authority an Impossible Busis—
Morality as a Connecting Link—A New
and a Firmer I7aith.

ROBERTSON, JOHN M.

Christianity and Mythology. |
xviii.~484 pp.; 8s. 6d. net, by post gs.

‘“ This magnificent work will be welcomed...,
It is a reference library in itself upon the subjects
with which it deals. he reading, the research, the
critical comparisons shown, are a matter for envy
and undoubted admiration.”"— Z/e Keformer.

Pagan Christs:
Stadies in Comparative Hierology. 8s. 6d.
net, by post 9s. | ~

This volume is designed to complement
and complete the author’s undertaking in
Christianity and Mythology. That was a
mythological analysis, introduced by a dis-
cussion of the rationale of mythology : the
present volume aims at a constructive his-
torical synthesis of Christian origins, intro-
duced by a discussion of the rationale of
religion as it is variously presented by Mor.
Frazer, Mr. Jevons, and other writers.

“ It is impossible not to admire the learning and
the colirage of a man who does not shrink from
correcting the most eminent specialists in their own
fields, and who does it, moreover, with an ability of

which they are bound to take account.”—Daily
Chronicle.

A Short History of Christianity.
400 pp.; cloth, 6s. net, by post 6s. 4d.

In this work the author endeavours to
present dispassionately a coherent theory of
the true origins of the Christian cult, and
to explain its growth in terms of all the
sociological elements of the case.

Letters on Reasoning.
xxvill.—248 pp.; cloth, 3s. 6d. net, by post
3s. 10d.

*“To the non-academic, home student a work like
this one is invaluable.”—ZReynolds’s.

SPILLER, GUSTAV (Compiled by).

Hymns of Love and Duty for the Young.

8o pp.; 8d. net, by post gd.

Comprising 9o hymns and two sets of
responses—one on ethical ideas and duties,
the other on the Sacred Books of the World.
The book is in use in various Ethical
Classes in London, the Leicester Secular
Sunday-school, etc.

WATTS, CHARLES.
The Miracles of Christian Belief.

A Reply to the Rev. Frank Ballard's
Muracles of Unbelief. Cloth, 1s. net, by

post Is. 3d.; paper covers, 6d. net, by
post 7d.
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¢ Decisive, trenchant, and far-reaching.”—Rt. Hon. JOHN MORLEY.

e

A o

Now READY, xvi.—gzo pp., cloth, 6S. net, by post 6s. 6d. =

POPULAR EDITION

' Suﬁernatur:zl Religion .

AN INQUIRY INTO THE REALITY OF DIVINE
REVELATION.

Thoroughly Revised and brought up to date by the Author, in some cases
entirely fresh sections being added.

““To say anything new, at this time of day, of the learning massed in Supernatural Religion 1s
impossible. Few of us, indeed, would venture to assume that our praise in such a case is good
enough to count. For myself, I can but say that I know of no great critical treatise which follows
up its purpose with such invincible industry, such all-regarding vigilance, such constant soundness of
judgment, such perfect fairness and candour, and such complete command of the whole special litera-
ture of the subject. True to his early devotion of himself to the single-hearted search for truth,
the author has revised his whole work, bringing it abreast of the latest developments of criticism
and the latest documentary discoveries...... The book, in short, is a marvel of mere commercial
value, the production of which does honour to the printers no less than to the publishing Associa-
tion. Cheapness and good form cannot be carried further in combination.”

—7J. M. ROBERTSON, #n “Zhe Literary Guide.”

Half morocco, gilt edges, 10s. net, by post 10s. 6d.

Cloth, 5s., post free,

The Faith of an Agnostic;

Or, First Essays in Rationalism.,

By GEORGE FORESTER.

¢ The author’s position is well and cleverly defended, and he writes with an evident sincerity
that commands respect.”—ZLiverpool Mercury.

““ The Faith of an Agnostic is one of those books of inestimable value to all intelligent and
serious persons who take any real interest in the momentous questions of life and death. The
author, Mr. George Yorester, has a delightfully lucid style.......This indispensable book.”—
Reynolds's Newspaper.

««What is best in the book, perhaps, is its atmosphere of honesty and kindness. The reader
who disagrees will find no cause to accuse its author of any lack of earnestness or reverence. The
humanitarian teaching of the book, especially in a chapter headed ‘ Thoughts in a Meat Market,’
will interest even those who have no turn for metaphysics.”' —Morning Leader.
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Cloth, xvi.—168 pp., 2s. 6d. net, by post 2s. 1od.

. *THE HAMMURABI CODE

AND THE SINAITIC LEGISLATION. i

WITH A el .;i

COMPLETE TRANSLATION OF THE GREAT BABYLONIAN i
& INSCRIPTION DISCOVERED AT SUSA.
: By CHILPERIC EDWARDS, b
:1 : Author of ‘¢ The Witness of Assyria,” efe. ; ;1
There have been issued several books dealing with the famous Hammurabi Code— «= J

each in its way valuable; but the present work may fairly claim to be THE hand-
book of the moment. It is clearly and legibly printed, has the complete
text, and expounds the relation of the Code to the Mosaic laws.
Its price is much below that of all its competitors, except one;
and the get-up generally is everything that could be desired.
The author has had access to the same sources of
knowledge as the other writers on the subject, and
full authorities are given for the more 1m-
portant conclusions.

T
. 4 n EF
4

Cloth, 2s. 6d. net, by post 2s. 10d.

- An Easy Outline
of Evolution.

g | By DENNIS HIRD,
- DPrincipal of Ruskin College, Oxford.

?-T .v: : F_.a-

e

Written ix? the sit?:]plest possible language and referring to the latest researches
this work 1s intended to aid the busy general reader to grasp the .
arguments 1n favour of Evolution as they now stand.
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READY SHORTLY, 160 pp., price 6d., by post 874d.; Cloth, 1s., by post 1s. 3d.

COLONEL INGERSOLL’S

LECTURES AND ESSAYS

(A SELECTION).

CONTENTS :(—

THE TRUTH, THE GODS. ABOUT THE HOLY BIBLE.

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED?

LIBERTY OF MAN, WOMAN, AND CHILD. A THANKSGIVING SERMON.
HOW TO REFORM MANKIND.

With fine Portrait of Author,

WATTS & CO., 17, JOHNSON’S COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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80 large pages, price 6d., by post 74d.

THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL

FOR 1905.

Contents :—
THE PASSING OF CHRISTIANITY - - “ ““ A SEPTUAGENARIAN ”
THE SATANIC SPIRIT : - - - PRrOFESSOR W. H. HubsoN
DOES DETERMINISM DESTROY RESPONSIBILITY ? - "~ DR. ClIARLES CALLAWAY
THE FORMATION OF OPINION AND THE VALUE OF DOUBT - CHARLES WATTS
AFTER THE CHURCH : . : - GEOFFREY MORTIMER
RENAN AS A DRAMATIST - . - - WiLLiaAM G. HUTCHINSON
AN APPRECIATION OF COMTE - - - - F. J. GouLbp

Also Papers by J. M. ROBERTSON and JosepH MCCABE.
e O A U T R eSS S A S
To order of all Booksellers, or direet from
WATTS & CO., 17, JOHNSON’S COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.
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1. HUXLEY'S LECT D |
ESSAY SCTION.) With

raphy.

2. THE PIONEERS OF EVO-
LUTION. By EDWARD CLODD.

3 MODERN SCIENGCE AND

MODERN THOUGHT. By
SAMUEL LAING. With Illustrations.

" 4, LITERATURE AND DOGMA.
- By MATTHEW ARNOLD.

5. THE RIDDLE OF THE UNl-

VERSE., By PROFESSOR ERNST
HAECKEL.

6. EDUCATION : Intellectual,
Moral, and Physical. DBy

HERBERT SPENCER.
7. THE EVOLUTION OF THE

IDEA OF GOD. &y GRANZ
'ALLEN.
8. HUMAN ORIGINS. By SAMUEL
LAING.
9. THE SERVICGE" F MAN. By
~ J. COFPER MORISON. '

12, EMERSON’S

| 16: THE LIE =SUS. By
_ERNEST RENAN. ~ B |

8d. each, by post 8d.; Nos. 1 to 18 post free Os. At 8 de
Nos. I 25 35 5, 75 85 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17,-1ud 18 may be had in cloth, Is. each, by postIs: 3d.;
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10. TYNDALL'S LECTURES
AND ESSAYS. (A SELEC-
TION.) With Biographical Sketch. SR

11. THE ORIGIN OF SPEGlES.
By CHARLES DARWIN: R
ESSES' 8

S. With Introduc- :_
R. STANTON COIT. Ay

13. ON . LIBERTY. By JOHN *
STUART MILL.

14. THE STORY OF OREA- 00
TION. Dby EDWARD CLODD ol
With Illustrations. R

AND

17. A MODERN ZOROASTR!- ﬁ
AN. By SAMUEL LAING.

18. AN INTRODUCTION TO ' |

HERBERT SPENCER. by =
ProrEssor W. H. HUDS i:._-*-gt::;q,

R. P. A.
1. JESUS CHRIST : His Apostles and

Disciples in the Twentieth Century,
By Count CAMILLE DE RENESSE.

2. HAECKEL’S CRITICS AN-
SWERED. ByJOSEPH McCABE,

3. SCIENCE AND SPECULA-
TION. By G. H. LEWES.

6d. each, by post 8d.; Cloth, 1s., by post 1s. 3d.
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